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ter worthy  a  written  answer.  He  is  deter- 
mined to  procure  provisions  by  every  means 
in  his  power,     --.-.. 
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the  conduct  of  John  Dunn,  of  North-Caro- 
lina, since  his  enlargement,  ... 
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Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
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rested and  brought  to  Charlestown, 
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of  the  orders  of  the  Congress  to  the  officer 
commanding  at  Fort  Johnson,      ... 
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■  16,  General  Washington  requires  the  payment  to 
the  New-Hampshire  Troops  bound  to  Cana- 
da,   1 

27,  Orders  to  Captain  Titus  Salter  to  take  com- 

mand of  the  Batteries  on  Pierce's  and  Sevey's 
Islands,     -------         1 

28,  Orders  to  Colonel  Timothy  Walker  to  pay  the 

New-Hampshire  Troops,    -         -         -         -         2 

28,  Boom  strong  enough  to  prevent  the  passage  of 

Vessels  directed  to  be  laid  across  the  River 
from  Pierce's  to  Sevey's  Island,   -         -         -         2 
Of/.  10, Capture  of  the  Ship  Prince  George,  by  a  sub- 
Committee,  at  Portsmouth,  -         -         -         -         2 

10,  Field-OfRcers  of  New-Hampshire  Troops  at 
Winter-Hill  request  General  Sullivan  may 
fill  vacancies  in  the  Regiments  there,  -         -         3 

10,    Orders  to  Captain  Robert  Parker  to  in  list  Ma- 

trosses  for  the  defence  of  Sevey's  Island,        -         3 

12,  Minute-Men  to  be  inlisted  for  four  months,        -         3 
18,    Part  of  the  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Prince  George  to 

be  sold ;  and  Captain  Richard  Emms,  and  the 
crew,  paid  from  the  proceeds,       -         -         .         4 

18,    Orders  to  the  Captains  and  other  Officers  of  the 

Militia  of  New-Hampshire,         -         -         -         4 

18,  Colonel  Weare  and  General  Folsom  desired  to 
attend,  on  behalf  of  New-Hampshire,  a  Con- 
ference of  sundry  Members  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  other  New- 
England  Colonies,  at  Cambridge,  -         -         4 

23,    The  Committee  desired  to  repair  to  Portsmouth 
on  the  report  that  a  Fleet  was  expected  to  at- 
tack that  place,  ------         4 

General  Sullivan  requests  that  Commissions 
may  be  filled  for  the  vacancies  in  the  New- 
Hampshire  Regiments,       -         -         -         -         4 

27,  Vessels  directed  to  be  placed  in  Piscataqua  Har- 
bour,         4 

iVor.  16, Committee  continued  until  the  sitting  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  on  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber next,  -------5 

17,'  Agreeable  news  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  St. 

John's  received,  -----         5 

18,  Three  hundred  Pounds,  in  gold,  sent  to  Canada 
to  pay  the  New-Hampshire  Troops  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Bedel,   -         -         -         5 

21,    Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Hampshire 

transmitted  to  the  Continental  Congress,        -         5 
4  23,    Captain  Philip  Goldthwaite  and  Hon.  Daniel 
Rogers,  suspected  of  being  unfriendly  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  examined  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  discharged,        -         -         -         -         5 

29,  Captains  Salter  and  Daniels  ordered  to  fill  their 

Companies  to  serve  till  the  last  of  December 
next,  -----..5 
Dee.  2,  Committee  met  at  Portsmouth  :  Orders  to  Cap- 
tains to  inlist  Companies  to  serve  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army  under  General  Washington,  un- 
til the  15th  of  January  next,  .  .  -  7 
7,    Adjourned  to  meet  at  Exeter  on  the  1 1th  instant,         8 

13,  Colonel  Thornton  and  Colonel  Weare  directed 

to  confer  with  General  Washington  about  re- 
cruiting the  Continental  Army,    -         -         .         9 
16,    Orders  to  Colonel  Hobart  for  paying  the  Regi- 
ments under  Colonels  Stark,  Reed,  and  Poor,       10 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    PROVINCIAL     CONGRESS. 
1775.  — 

Oc^31,  Congress  met  at  Exeter,  .         -         -         - 

Committee  to  report  a  scheme  for  the  emission 
of  a  sufficient  amount  of  Money  for  the  de- 
mands on  the  Colony,  -         -         -         . 
A'ou.  1,  Report  of  the  Committee:  An  issue  of  twenty 
thousand  Pounds  ordered,  -         -         -         - 
2,    Minute-Men  to  be  inlisted  for  four  months  only, 

2,  Inhabitants  of  Hillsborough  County  requested 

not  to  disturb  or  molest  John  Gluigley,  Es- 
quire, under  pretence  of  his  being  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  ----.- 
George  Jaffrey,  late  Treasurer,  required  to  at- 
tend the  Congress  forthwith,  with  his  Ac- 
counts,     ------- 

3,  Committee  to  prepare  a  Petition  to  the  Conti- 

nental Congress,  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  - 

4,  Delegates  to  represent  the  Colony  in  future  to 

be  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  Electors,  and 
not  by  the  value  of  their  estates,  -         -         - 
Qualifications  of  Electors  and  Representatives, 

7,  Complaint  of  the  training  Soldiers  in  East-King- 

ston, against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gale,  - 
The  Fortresses  lately  built  for  the  defence  of 
Piscataqua  to  be  supported  and  maintained, 
by  New- Hampshire,  -  -  -  -  - 
Deserters  from  the  Continental  Army  to  be  ar- 
rested by  Committees,  and  sent  to  Head- 
Quarters,  ------ 

8,  Colonel   Wingate  appointed  to   command  the 

Fortresses  on  Piscataqua  River,  -         -         . 

Other  Officers  appointed,         -         -         -         . 

Butchers  in  Portsmouth  required  to  refund  un- 
reasonable fees  paid  them  for  killing  Cattle 
for  the  Provincial  Forces,  -         -         -         - 

Committee  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  George 
JafTrey,  late  Treasurer,       .         -         -         . 

Field-Officers  for  Militia  Regiments  appointed, 

9,  Captain  Ezekiel  Worthen,  Engineer  at  Piscata- 

qua, required  to  pay  all  due  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  this  Congress,       -         -         -         . 

Thanks  of  the  Congress  to  the  Gentlemen  who 
laboured  on  the  Batteries  at  Portsmouth  on 
the  late  alarming  emergency,       -         .         - 

Votes  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  Representa- 
tives, reconsidered  and  made  void, 

Committee  to  frame  a  Plan  for  the  future  Repre- 
sentation of  the  People  of  the  Colony, 

10,  Eight  hundred  men  to  be  inlisted  for  the  de- 

fence and  security  of  the  Harbour  of  Piscata- 
qua, and  the  Fortresses  there,       -        -        - 
Form  of  the  Inlistment,  -        .        .        . 

11,  Members  of  the  Congress  to  be  paid  for  Sim- 

days  and  Travel,        ----- 

13,  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  Representation 

of  the  people  of  the  Colony,        -         -         - 

14,  Committee  to  consider  the  behaviour  of  Samuel 

Dyer,  complained  of  as  an  enemy  to  this 
country,   ------- 

Plan  of  Representation  reported  and  adopted,    - 

15,  Meshech  Weare  appointed  President  pro  tem- 

pore of  the  Congress,  .         -         -         . 

Samuel  Dyer  directed  to  confine  himself  to  his 

present  place  of  abode  in  Berwick, 
15,    Committee  to  carry  into  e-xecution  the  Resolve 

of  the  Continental  Congress  of  October  26, 

authorizing  exports,  to  procure  Arms,  &c.,    - 
General  Sullivan  informed  that  the  Congress  is 

ready  to  hear  him,     -        -        .        .        . 
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James  Gildart  declared  an  enemy  to  the  liberties, 
of  America,       ......  1723 

il7,    Declaration  of  John  Welsh,  in  answer  to  the 

charge  agamst  him,    .....  1723 

18,    Application  for  a  supply  of  Gunpowder  for  the 

Inhabitants  of  Yorktown,  Virginia,      -         -  1724 
^Tit/y  21,  Letter  from  the  Maryland  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress: Mr.  Christie's  case  is  referred  to  the 
Provincial  Convention,        ....  1724 

Permission  granted  to  David  Stewart  to  remove 
some  Tea  lodged  with  the  Committee  in  De- 
cember last,       ......  1724 

24,   James  Christie,  on  giving  security  not  to  leave 

the  Province,  permitted  to  go  at  large,  -  1725 

.i3»5'.21, Maryland  Association  read  and  signed  by  the 

Members  according  to  their  Hundreds,  .  1726 


1775. 


Per.'!ons  appointed  to  carry  the  Association  to  the 
People  for  signing,     .....  1726 
.5m^.  28,Order  for  the  election  of  a  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation and  Delegates  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention on  the  12lh  of  September,  -         -  1726 
iSep.23,  Committee  of  Observation,  and  five  Delegates  to 

the  Provincial  Convention,  elected,       -         -  1728 
Oct.  9,  Samuel    Purviance,   Jun.,    elected    Chairman ; 
William  Lu.x,  Vice-Chairman ;  and  George 

Lu.x.  Secretary, 1728 

Committees   of  Correspondence    for  Licensing 
Suits,  and  to  take  the  Reports  of  all  Vessels 
and  Goods  arriving,  appointed,     ...  1728 
Nov.  6,  Letter  from  Charles  Ridgely,  giving  his  rea- 
sons for  refusing  to  act  on  the  Committee,      -  1730 
13,    Retailers  of  British  Salt  directed  not  to  sell  at  a 

higher  price  than  four  Shillings  per  bushel,      1730 
List  of  the  Candidates  voted  for  at  the  election  in 
September,  with  the  number  of  Votes  given 
for  each,  -.•;....  1730 

Committee  to  superintend  the  procuring  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition,        .....  1731 
20,    Persons  holding  large  quantities  of  Sah,  and  re- 
fusing to  retail  it,  to  be  published,  and  looked 
upon  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of  America,      1731 
Committee  to  examine  Warehouses  where  they 
suspect  British  Salt  is  stored,        -         -         -  1732 
iVoi>.27,  Application  for  permission  to  load  a  Vessel  with 

Provisions  for  New-England,      ...  1732 
Dec.  4,  Permission  granted   to   send  eight  quarters  of 
Beef  and  twelve  Sheep  to  Annapolis,  for  the 
use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City,  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Convention,     .         .         .         i  1732 

11,  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  Massachusetts  in 

Congress,  ......  1732 

Permission  given  to  send  two  Vessels  whh  Pro- 
visions to  Massachusetts,     ....  1733 

Complaint  against  Samuel  Carson,  Sen.,  Mer- 
chant in  Philadelphia,  for  speaking  disrespect- 
fully of  this  Committee,       ....  1733 

18,  Pilot-Boat  stationed  at  Whetstone  Point  to  exa- 

mine all  Vessels,  and  allow  none  to  pass 
without  a  Permit,  in  writing,  from  this  Com- 
mittee,     ....        .        .        .  1734 

19,  Vessels  not  permitted  to  leave  Baltimore,  except 

on  publick  business,  until  the  Vessels  arming 
there  are  ready  to  sail,         -         .         -         -  1735 
Oath  to  be  taken  by  all  Masters  of  Vessels  to 
and  from  Baltimore,  ...        .        .        .  1735 

26,    Resolve  of  the  19th  instant,  for  detaining  Ves- 
sels, rescinded,  .....  1735 

Oath  to  be  taken  by  Masters  of  Vessels,  instead 

of  the  one  ordered  on  the  19th  instant,  .  1735 

Permission  from  the  Continental  Congress  to 

Jonathan  Hudson  to  sail  with  a  Cargo,  -  1735 

Boat  employed  for  preventing  the  departure  of 
Vessels  whhout  permission  of  the  Committee, 
1776.       discharged  from  further  service,  ...  1736 
Jan.  8,  Permission  to  William  Neil,  Merchant,  to  send 

a  Cargo  to  the  Foreign  West-Indies,     -         -  1736 
29,    Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  fortifying  and 

defending  Baltimore  Town,  ...  1733 

i^ei.  3,  Plan  for  defence  of  Baltimore  adopted,      -         -  1739 

12,  Charges  against  James  Moore,  for  refusing  to 

take  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  the  Provincial 
Convention,       ......  1743 

19,    Acknowledgment   and    Declaration  of   James 

Moore, 1740 

Mar.  4,  Members  of  the  Committee  appointed  in  place 

of  those  who  refused  to  attend,      ...  1742 
Committees  to  take  charge  of  the   Enrolment 
and  Association  Papers,      ....  1742 
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NEW.HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Monday,  September  11,  1775. 

Upon  request  of  Moses  Baker  and  others,  in  behalf  of 
the  Town  of  Newmarket,  agreed  to  suspend  the  making 
out  of  a  Commission  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fourth 
Reijimentof  Militia  in  this  Colony  till  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress,  that  they  may  have  opportunity  to  prefer  a  pe- 
tition against  the  |)erson's  being  commissioned  who  was  by 
Congress  chosen  to  that  ofBce. 

Tuesday,  September  12,  1775. 
To  the  Committee  of  Supplies: 

You  are  desired  to  pay  all  reasonable  accounts  of  any 
Town  or  Parish  in  this  Colony,  for  supplying  the  several 
Companies  in  Colonel  Foor's  Regiment  with  provisions 
for  their  march  from  their  respective  homes,  to  join  the 
Army. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

M.  Thornton,  Chairman. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  the  Committee 
of  Supplies  two  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  ihem  accounted 
for. 

A<rreed,  That  William  Whipple,  Esquire,  and  General 
Folsum,  should  wait  on  General  Washington,  to  inquire  of 
him  concerning  the  Coats  promised  the  Troops,  &ic. 

Saturday,  September  16,  1775. 

Received  a  Message  from  General  Washington,  requiring 
the  payment  of  certain  wages  to  those  New-Hampshire 
Troops  bound  to  Canada,  under  Colonel  Arnold. 

Appointed  Deacon  Brooks  to  pay  said  Troops. 

Wednesday,  September  27,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Whipple, 
Esquire,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  Pounds  six  Shillings, 
lawful  money,  to  pay  Captain  Salter's  Company  one 
month's  wages. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Daniel  Fowle,  Es- 
quire, thirty-six  Pounds  four  Shillings,  the  balance  of  his 
Account,  this  day  examined  and  adjusted. 

George  King,  Esquire,  appointed  to  pay  Salter's  Com- 
pany their  first  month's  wages. 

Wrote  Colonels  Reed,  Poor,  and  Stark,  to  order  their 

several  Captains  to  take  and  send  Rolls  of  their  respective 

Companies,  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment  to  the  4th  of 

August. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exotor,  September  27, 1775. 

Captain  Titus  Salter: 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  take  the  command  of  the 
batteries  on  Pierce's  and  Sevey's  Islands,  and  keep  a  con- 
stant guard  at  each,  with  your  Company,  taking  care  to 
exercise  them  in  the  handling  and  management  of  cannon, 
and  such  other  exercises  as  you  shall  think  necessary  to 
make  them  capable  of  doing  their  duty  at  said  fortifica- 
tions. You  are  not  to  suffer  any  vessel  to  pass  said  fortifi- 
cations, up  the  river,  without  a  permit  from  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Portsmouth,  except  such  vessels  as  you  are 
satisfied  are  only  on  a  fair  trade.  And  if  any  armed  vessel 
shall  attempt  to  pass,  without  such  permit,  you  are  to  pre- 
vent the  same,  by  firing  upon  and  destroying  such  vessel, 
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if  necessary ;  but  in  all  such  cases,  where  time  will  admit 
of  taking  the  advice  of  the  said  Committee  of  Portsmouth, 
you  are  to  do  it,  and  not  fire  on  any  vessel  that  shall  come 
into  the  harbour,  without  their  advice  and  consent,  if  you 
have  time  to  obtain  the  same. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies three  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies three  thousand  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  accounted  for. 

Thursday,  September  28,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Deacon  Brooks  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight  Pounds  seven  Shillings,  the  amount 
of  the  wages  paid  the  New-Hampshire  Troops  in  Colonel 
Arnold's  detachment,  and  expenses  of  paying  them. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  September  28,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  desire  you  to  proceed  to  the  Army,  and  there 
pay  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier,  of  the  troops 
raised  by  this  Colony,  twenty-four  Shillings  each,  to  be  in 
full  for  the  coats  promised  them,  excepting  such  as  entered 
on  duty  since  the  4th  of  August.  Also,  pay  each  man,  as 
aforesaid,  twelve  shillings,  who  has  never  received  a  blan- 
ket, and  if  found  by  himself,  provided  the  Selectmen  of 
his  respective  Town  did  not  take  an  account  thereof,  which 
you  are  strictly  to  examine  into.  And  to  each  person  his 
loss,  in  clothing  and  soldiers'  accoutrements,  sustained  at 
Ckarlestown  battle,  deducting  out,  to  such  as  have  received 
a  coat,  the  value  thereof;  each  person  producing  an  ac- 
count of  his  loss,  and  the  value  thereof,  under  oath  that 
they  have  not  overrated  the  same,  which  oath  you  are 
desired  to  administer.  And  where  any  soldier  is  absent  on 
furlough,  or  his  place  supplied  by  another,  that  the  money 
be  paid  the  Captain,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

M.  Thornton,  Chairman. 
Colonel  Timothy  Walker. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exster,  September  28,  1775. 
To  the  Committee  appointed  to  build  Batteries  to  command 
the  passage  in  Piscataqua  River. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  thought  expedient  to  lay  a  boom 
across  the  river,  from  Pierce's  to  Sevey's  Island,  strong 
enough  to  hinder  the  passage  of  vessels,  if  possible.  There- 
fore, you  are  desired  to  take  such  condemned  masts  as  you 
can  find,  most  proper  for  the  occasion,  and  fit  a  boom  for 
the  aforesaid  purpose,  by  securing  them  with  iron,  in  such 
manner  and  place  as  you  shall  judge  best  to  answer  the 
purpose. 

Received  a  long  Letter  from  General  Sullivan, Sind  wrote 
him  a  long  answer. 

Deacon  Brooks  made  a  return  of  his  paying  off  the 
detachment  of  New-Hampshire  Troops  under  Colonel 
Arnold. 

Tuesday,  October  10,  1775. 
Received  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Portsmouth, 
informing  of  the  capture  of  the  Ship  Prince  George,  by  a 
sub- Committee,  with    a   copy  of  General   Washington's 
Letter  to  said  Committee,  about  the  cargo  of  said  Ship. 

Ordered  George  King,  Esquire,  to  take  charge  of  the 
cargo  of  the  Ship  Prince  George,  and  to  deliver  to  Samuel 
Cutts,  Esquire,  one  hundred  barrels  of  Flour,  at  such  times 
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and  in  such  quantities  as  he  may  need  it,  to  supply  tlie 
Soldiers  at  the  Batteries  in  Piscatnquo  Harbour. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan,  enclosing  a 
Petition  of  the  Field-Ofiicers  of  Nttv-Hatnpshirc  Troops 
at  fi'intcr-Hill,  requesting  that  the  General  may  be  in- 
trusted with  blank  Commissions,  to  fill  up  vacancies  in  the 
Reu'iments  there. 

Wrote  General  Sullivan  an  answer  to  his  Letter  and  the 
■said  Petition. 

Gave  Captain  Robert  Parker  orders  to  inlist  a  Com- 
pany of  Matrosses,  consisting  of  forty-four  men,  inclusive 
of  himself,  one  Lieutenant,  and  two  Sergeants,  to  guard 
and  defend  the  Battery  on  Sevey's  Island,  for  the  term  of 
one  month,  unless  it  should  appear  to  the  Congress,  or  this 
Committee,  expedient  to  dismiss  them  sooner,  and  engaged 
them  the  same  pay,  for  tiie  time  they  shall  be  in  the  ser- 
vice, as  Captain  Salter's  Company  are  to  have ;  and  that 
he  inlist  no  man  but  is  well  accoutred. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan,  in  answer  to 
ours  of  2Sih  ultimo. 

Wednesday,  October  11,  1775. 
Wrote  to  General  Washington,  relative  to  the  above- 
mentioned  Ship  and  Cargo. 

Thursday,  October  12,  1775. 

Wrote  to  Messrs.  Bartlett  and  Lansrdon.  at  the  Conti- 
nental  Congress. 

Appointed  Jonathan  Perkins  special  Express,  to  carry 
the  above  Letters  to  Timothy  Walker,  Esquire,  at  Winter- 
Hill. 

Desired  Deacon  Brooks,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies, to  advance  Perkins  four  Dollars,  for  his  expenses. 

This  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity 
of  the  Regiments  of  Minute-Men  being  as  speedily  raised 
as  possible,  having  reviewed  the  votes  of  Congress  relative 
thereto,  and  found  a  vole  for  the  soldiers  that  inlist  in  the 
Minute  service  to  "  continue  till  further  orders  of  the  Con- 
gress," which  vote  must  iiave  been  a  mistake  of  the  scribe, 
or  passed  over  by  the  Congress,  through  the  hurry  and 
multiplicity  of  the  business  they  were  engaged  in  when 
that  passed,  as  it  is  very  evident  the  design  of  Congress 
was  to  follow  the  directions  of  the  Continental  Congress : 
Therefore,  it  is  now  resolved  by  this  Committee,  that  the 
said  Minute-Men  be  inlisted  for  the  term  of  four  months; 
and  that,  at  the  end  of  said  four  months,  the  Officers  pro- 
ceed to  inlist  their  Companies  again,  in  the  same  manner 
as  at  first.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  persons 
who  shall  be  appointed  to  inlist  Minute-Men,  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  fill  up  the  Companies  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  to  the  Soldiers,  at  this  important  crisis,  when 
our  all  is  at  stake,  to  engage  in  the  service ;  and,  as  they 
will  be  relieved  in  four  months,  the  duty  will  be  nearly 
equal  among  all  the  Militia.  And  the  following  form  is  to 
be  used  for  inlistment: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  severally  inlist  our- 
.selves  as  Minute-Men,  for  the  term  of  four  months,  in  the 

Company  under  the  command  of ,  in  the 

■Regiment  of  Minute- Men,  in  the  Colony  o(  New- Hamp- 
shire. And  we  hereby  promise  to  submit  ourselves  to  the 
orders  and  regulations  of  said  Minute-Men,  and  faithfully 
•to  observe  and  obey  such  orders  as  we  shall  receive,  from 
time  to  time,  from  our  officers." 

Monday,  October  16,  1775. 
Received  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  and  an- 
other from  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  in  answer  to  ours  of 
the  1 1  th  instant,  by  Perkins,  the  Express ;  and  a  Letter 
of  the  General  to  Stephen  Moylan,  Elsquire,  at  Portsmouth, 
which  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  Morrison. 

Received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Thornion,aad  answered 
by  the  same  messenger  who  brought  his. 

Tuesday,  October  17,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies three  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Captain  Josiah  Moid- 
ton  thirty  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 


Wrote  to  the  Committee  at  Porismovlh,  concerning  a 
Vessel  addressed  to  Joshua  Wcnttvorlh,  Esquire,  from  An- 
tigua, and  about  the  inhabitants  of  the  Jsle  of  Shoals  being 
supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Wednesday,  October  18,  1775. 

Wrote  General  Washington,  in  answer  to  his  Letter  of 
the  15th  instant. 

In  Committee  of  Safuty,  Exeter,  October  18,  1775. 

Sik:  You  are  desired  to  sell,  at  twenty  shillings  per 
hundred  weight,  a  quantity  of  the  flour  lately  put  under 
your  care,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  barrels,  to  such 
persons  as  appear  as  purchasers,  taking  care  that  no  person 
monopolize  a  large  quantity,  and,  out  of  the  money  arising 
from  the  sale,  pay  the  seamen  of  Ship  Prince  George, 
Richard  Emms,  master,  the  wages  that  shall  appear  due 
to  ihem,  agreeable  to  their  original  contract,  and  keep  in 
your  custody  the  remainder  of  tiie  money,  until  called  for 
by  this  Committee,  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
To  George  King,  Esquire. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Exeter,  October  13,  1775. 
To  the  several  Captains  and  other  Officers  of  the  Militia, 
in  the Regiment  in  this  Colony: 

You  are  desired  to  notify  and  call  together  your  several 
Companies,  at  such  times  and  places  as  you,  to^'cther  with 
.  .  .  .  ,  may  agree ;  and  you  are  earnestly  desired  to  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  forward  the  inlistin^'  the  com- 
plement of  Minute-Men,  out  of  your  respective  Compa- 
nies. And  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Safety  in  the 
several  Towns  are  requested  to  forward  the  meeting  of  the 
several  Companies,  and  inlisting  and  drafting  the  Minute- 
Men. 

Colonel  Thornton  having  represented  to  this  Commit- 
tee that  he  had  been  requested  to  attend  a  Conference  of 
sundry  members  from  the  Continental  Congress  and  sun- 
dry gentlemen  from  the  other  New-England  Colonies, 
and  that  the  circumstances  of  his  family  were  such  as  he 
feared  would  prevent  his  attendance,  and,  therefore,  desired 
some  persons  frotn  this  Committee  should  be  appointed  to 
attend  the  same  :  Therefore, 

Agreed,  That  Colonel  Weare  and  General  Folsom  be 
desired  to  repair  immediately  to  Cambridge,  to  attend  the 
said  Conference  in  behalf  of  this  Colony. 

Monday,  October  23,  1775. 
On  the  report  that  a  Fleet  was  expected  to  attack  the 
Capital  of  the  Colony,  the  Committee  was  desired  to  re- 
pair thither,  in  order  to  take  into  their  consideration  what 
was  necessary  immediately  to  be  done. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan,  enclosing  a 
list  of  the  vacancies  in  the  several  New-Hampshire  ReiM- 
ments,  and  requesting  Commissions  to  be  filled  for  the  same. 

Thursday,  October  26,  1775. 

Received  a  Letter  from  the  Delegates  at  Continental 
Congress. 

Ditto,  enclosing  a  Resolve  of  Continental  Congress. 

Received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Moulton,  accepting  the 
office  of  Colonel. 

Ditto  from  Colonel  Tappan,  declining  ditto. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Samuel  Brooks  one 
hundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies six  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan,  concerning  the 
Troops,  and  concerning  Pierce's  and  Sevey's  Islands,  &,c. 

Friday,  October  27,  1775. 

Wrote  William  Knight,  Esquire,  and  others,  desiring 
them  to  appear  and  place  Vessels  in  Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Answered  Gen.  Sullivan's  Letter, respecting  Troops,  &ic. 

Saturday,  October  28,  1775. 
Ordered    Receiver-General  to   pay  Nathaniel  Folsom 
three  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  Commit- 
tee's expenses  at  Portsmouth. 
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November,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies one  liundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Couiiniitee  of  Sup- 
plies four  hundred  Pounds. 

Thursday,  November  16,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Colonel  Thornton 
fifteen  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

November  16,  1775,  being  tlie  last  day  of  the  sitting  of 
the  Conjjress  of  this  Colony,  they  voted,  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  be  continued  until  the  silting  of  the  Congress 
called  to  meet  the  2 1st  day  of  December  next,  with  same 
power  and  authority  as  heretofore. 

Friday,  November  17,  1775, 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Samuel  Cults, 
Esquire,  Commissary,  five  liundred  Pounds,  lawful  money, 
to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Pierce  Long, 
Barrackmaster,  sixty  Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  by  him 
accounted  for. 

In  the  eveninc;,  received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Bedel, 
by  Express,  with  the  agreeable  news  of  the  surrender  of 
the  Fortress  of  St.  John's. 

Saturday,  November  18,  1775. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Benjamin  Grant, 
the  above-mentioned  Express,  five  Pounds,  for  his  service 
and  expense. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Israel  Morey,  Es- 
quire, liiree  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  out  of  the 
Gold  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  hitn  sent  to  Canada,  for 
the  payment  of  tiie  New- Hampshire  Troops  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Bedel. 

Wrote  General  Schuyler  on  the  subject  of  paying  and 
supplying  our  Troops  in  his  Army. 

Wrote  General  Montgomery  on  the  same,  being  a  copy 
of  the  same  sent  to  General  Schuyler. 

Gave  Colonel  Morey  orders  about  sending  the  Money 
to  Canada. 

Committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  Portsmouth,  at  Nathan- 
iel FoUoin's,  on  Monday  next,  A.  M. 

Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 
Committee  met  at  Portsmouth. 

Wrote  the  Delegates  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
enclosed  the  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony. 

Thursday,  November  23,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  George  Gains,  Es- 
quire, Quartermaster,  one  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money, 
to  be  by  liim  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Pierce  Long,  Es- 
quire, Barrackmaster,  sixty  Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be 
by  him  accounted  for. 

Captain  Philip  Goldthwait  was  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee, on  suspicion  of  being  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of 
America.  Upon  examination,  nothing  appearing  against 
him, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  dismissed. 

John  Slavers  and  Hugh  Henderson,  persons  suspected 
of  being  unfriendly  to  the  American  cause,  now  contending 
for,  being  notified,  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and 
each  declared,  for  himself,  that  he  judged  the  aforesaid 
cause  just,  on  the  side  of  the  Americans;  and  that  he 
would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  the  same, 
and  for  the  defence  of  this  country  against  its  enemies. 

Hon.  Daniel  Rogers,  Esquire,  being  brought  before  the 
Committee  us  a  person  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica;  upon  examination,  nothing  appearing  against  him, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  dismissed. 


Friday,  November  24, 1775. 
Gave  Colonel  Wingate  orders  respecting  the  Companies 
commanded  by  Captains  Hodgdon,  CoJ/in,  Clark,  Par- 
sons, Baker,  Elkins,  Copp,  and  Webster,  and  to  muster 
Captain  Webster's  Company,  and  to  take  care  of  the  Fire 
Raft. 

Received  a  Petition  of  Richard  Emms  and  Matthew 
Morley. 

Ordered  that  it  lie. 

Received  a  Letter  from  Messrs.  Deane,  Adams,  and 
fVyihe,  of  ihe  Continental  Congress,  dated  the  19th  Octo- 
ber, 1775,  with  a  Resolve  of  said  Congress  relative  to  the 
damage  done  the  several  Colonies  by  the  enemy. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Nathaniel  Fol- 
som,  of  Portsmouth,  three  Pounds  seven  Shillings  and 
eleven  Pence  half-penny,  the  expense  of  this  Committee 
at  his  house. 

Received  Captain  Thompson's  Return  about  the  Fire 
Rafts. 

Received  a  Letter  from  Delegates  at  Continental  Con- 
gress, enclosing  a  Resolve  of  Continental  Congress  con- 
cerning Government,  and  about  Exportation. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next. 

Tuesday,  November  28, 1775. 
Received  a  Letter  of  Colonel  Bartlett,  enclosing  Re- 
solves of  Congress   about   Saltpetre,   and   another  about 
Government. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Samuel  Cutts,  Com- 
missary, seven  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted 
for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Samuel  Cutts,  Es- 
quire, one  of  the  Committee  to  procure  Powder,  eight  hun- 
dred Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Wednesday,  November  29, 1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  John  Rice,  Esquire, 
thirty-two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  the  amount 
of  his  account  for  boarding  Committee  from  )8th  July  to 
18th  November,  inclusive. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  John  Ward  Gilman 
twenty  Shillings,  for  making  a  Seal. 

Ordered  Captain  Salter  to  fill  his  Company  to  ninety 
men,  inclusive  of  officers,  and  no  more;  to  serve  till  the 
last  of  December  next,  unless  discharged  sooner. 

Ordered  Captain  Salter  to  deliver  Captain  Daniels  a 
large  Cannon,  equal  in  bore  to  the  largest  he  had  on  Sevey's 
Island. 

Ordered  Captain  Daniels  to  fill  his  Company  to  sixty- 
seven,  and  no  more,  including  officers ;  to  serve  till  last  of 
December  next,  unless  discharged  sooner. 

Ordered  James  Hackett,  Esquire,  to  muster  the  Compa- 
nies of  Matrosses  not  already  mustered,  and  to  return  lists 
of  the  Companies. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Robert  Crafford  thir- 
teen Pounds  twelve  Shillings,  being  his  and  eleven  other 
men's  pay,  for  fourteen  days'  service  at  the  entrance  of 
Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  six- 
teen Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Appointed  William  Parker  Paymaster  of  the  Troops 
raised  for  the  particular  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  three 
hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned. 

Examined  and  allowed  Smith  Emerson's  Pay-Roll,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  paid — eighty-five  Pounds  six  Shillings  and 
ten  Pence. 

Examined  and  allowed  Thomas  Folsom's  Pay-Roll,  and 
ordered  it  to  be  paid — twenty-nine  Pounds  four  Shilhngs 
and  six  Pence. 

Examined  and  allowed  David  Quimby's  Pay-Roll,  and 
ordered  the  same  to  be  paid — thirty-seven  Pounds  eight 
Shillings  and  three  Pence. 

Examined  and  allowed  Timothy  Emerson's  Pay-Roll, 
and  ordered  the  same  to  be  paid — eight  Pounds  one  Shil- 
ling and  five  Pence. 

Examined  and  allowed  George  Terry  Osborne's  Pay- 
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Roll,  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  paid— forty  Pounds  thir- 
teen Shillings  and  ten  Pence  half-penny. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  Exeter. 

Saturday,  December  2, 1775. 
In  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan,  hy 
express,  informing  of  the  withdrawing  of  the  Connecticut 
Troops  from  the  lines  at  Cambridge,  and  desiring  a  num- 
ber of  Troops  to  be  sent  from  this  Colony,  to  supply  their 
place,  ilie  Committee  met  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  '^d  day 
of  December,  and  gave  orders  to  the  following  gentlemen 
each  to  inlist  a  Company  of  sixty-one  able-bodied  men, 
including  three  Sergeants  and  three  Corporals,  well  pro- 
vided wUh  Arms  and  Blankets,  to  serve  in  the  Continental 
Army  under  the  command  of  General  Washington,  unld 
the  15th  January  next,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and,  as 
soon  as  inlisted,  to  march  them  immediately  to  join  Gene- 
ral Sullivan's  Brigade,  viz  :  Captains  David.  Place,  Henry 
Elkins,  Daniel  Runnels,  John  (faldron,  Alphcus  Chedey, 
David  Copp,  Moses  Baker,  Mark  (figgin,  Joseph  Par- 
sons, Moses  Yealon,  Elijah  Dtnbo,  Jacob  Webster,  Na- 
thaniel Odiorne,  Peter  Coffin,  Stephen  Clark,  and  Green- 
leof  Clark. 

Form  of  the  Orders : 

COLONY  OF  NEW-HAMPSHIKE. 

la  Committee  of  Safety,  December  2,  1775. 

To  Captain ,  Greeting  : 

You  are  hereby  authorized  immediately  to  mlist  a  Com- 
pany, to  consist  of  sixty-one  able-bodied,  effective  men, 
including  three  Sergeants  and  three  Corporals,  well  accou- 
tred with  arms  and  provided  with  blankets,  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  Army  under  the  command  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  January 
next,  unless  sooner  dismissed  ;  and  you  are  hereby  inform- 
ed that  you  will  have  liberty  to  nominate  two  persons  to 
serve  as  Subalterns  in  said  Company  under  you,  who  will 
be  commissioned  accordingly,  if  approved  by  this  Commit- 
tee. And  you  are  to  march  the  said  Company,  when  in- 
listed,  seasonably,  so  as  to  join  General  Sullicari's  Brigade, 
on  Winter-Hill,  at  or  before  the  10th  day  of  December, 
instant ;  and  you  may  assure  the  said  Company  that  their 
pay,  which  will  be  the  same  as  the  other  Continental 
troops,  will  commence  the  day  they  march  ;  and  that  those 
who  supply  themselves  with  provisions  on  their  march  shall 
receive  the  price  of  their  rations  in  cash  ;  and  that  they  will 
be  paid  off  the  moment  they  are  dismissed,  and  also  be  paid 
for  their  return  home. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Whipple,  Chairman  pro  tern. 


Sunday,  December  3,  1775. 
Wrote  to  Samuel  Hobart,  Esquire ;  sent  him  a  copy  of 
General  Sullivan's  Letter,  and  six  blank  Inlisting  Orders, 
desiring  him  to  give  them  to  suitable  persons  towards  and 
in  the  County  of  Hillsborough. 

Wrote  to  Colonel  Timothy  Walker;  sent  him  blank  Or- 
ders for  three  Captains. 

Delivered  Orders  for  one  Captain  to  General  Folsom, 
to  be  by  him  given  to  such  person  as  he  should  judge 
proper. 

Sent  Inlisting  Orders  to  Captain  James  Hill,  of  JSew- 
market,  and  to  Major  Thomas  Bartlett,.o{ Nottingham. 

Delivered  like  Orders,  for  one  Captain,  to  Col.  Evans, 
to  be  by  him  disposed  of. 

Wrote  Colonel  David  Gilman,  and  endorsed  like  Orders 
for  three  Captains,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of. 

With  each  of  the  afore-mentioned  Orders  were  likewise 
delivered  and  sent  Forms  of  Inlistments. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Captain  Moses  Baker 
thirty-five  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  George  Gains,  Quar- 
termaster, one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted 

for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  three 
hundred  Pounds,  for  payment  of  Troops  in  this  Colony's 
service. 

Ordered  Captain  Moses  Baker  to  dismiss  his  Company. 

Examined  and  allowed  Captain  David  Copp's  Fay-Roll 


of  his  Company,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  being  fifty-two 
Pounds  three  Shillings. 

Do.  Captain  Stephen  Hodgdon's — seventy-five  Pounds 
fifteen  Shillings  eight  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  David  Place' s—sevenly-lwo  Pounds  one 
Shilling  ten  Pence. 

Do.    Captain   Alpheus    C/jcs/ey'»— thirty-four   Pounds 

nine  Shillings  five  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Mark  Wiggin's— tKmy -one  Pounds  four 
Shillings. 

Do.  Captain  Hall  .Jackson's  Field  Artillery  Company— 
thirtv-nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  three  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Stephen  Hodgdon's  Company — fifty-one 
Pounds  ihree  Shillings  three  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  John  Hill's — fifty-nine  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings  seven  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  John  Tdi/for'j- thirty-eight  Pounds  thir- 
teen Shillings  three  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  .Tames  Hill's— s'lxly- four  Pounds  eighteen 
Shillings  one  Penny. 

Do.  Captain  Moses  Yeaton's  five  day  Roll — fourteen 
Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  eight  Pence. 

Do.  his  fifteen  day  Roll— forty-six  Pounds  twelve  Shil- 
lings. 

Do.  Captain  Joseph  Parsons's — sixty-one  Pounds  five 
Shillings  two  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Henry  Elkins's — sixty  Pounds  nineteen 
Shillings  six  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Eliphalct  Daniels's  overplus  men. 

Monday,  December  4,  1775. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Capt.  Stephen  Clark 
sixty-five  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

Gave  liberty  for  all  the  Soldiers  in  this  Colony's  service 
to  inlist  in  the  Continental  service. 

Tuesday,  December  5,  1775. 

Ordered  William  Parker  to  pay  Captain  David  Copp 
three  Pounds,  out  of  the  money  in  his  hands. 

Ordered  William  Parker  to  pay  Lieutenant  Andrew 
Gilman  forty  Shillings,  out  of  the  money  in  his  hands,  in 
part  of  wages  due  to  him. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Captain  Peter  Coffin 
sixty-five  Pounds,  for  him  to  be  accountable,  out  of  his 
Company's  wages. 

Wrote  to  General  Sullivan,  per  post. 

Received  a  Letter  from  him. 

Received  a  Petition  from  William  Hart. 

Ordered  that  it  lie. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  two 
hundred  Pounds,  for  payment  of  Troops  in  New-Hamp- 
shire service. 

Examined  and  allowed  Captain  John  Waldron's  Pay- 
RoU  of  his  Company,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  being 
thirty-nine  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  four  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Thomas  Berry's — twenty  Pounds  five  Shil- 
lings six  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Nathaniel  Hobb's — forty-two  Pounds  eight 
Shillings  eleven  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Nicholas  Rollings's — twenty-one  Pounds 
ten  Shillings  two  Pence. 


Wednesday,  December  6,  1775. 
Gave  Colonel  Wingate  orders  respecting  the  Soldiers 
in  this  Colony's  service. 

Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 

Wrote  to  General  Folsem,  to  deliver  the  Guns  at  Esquire 
Rice's  to  Captain  Alpheus  Chesley,  taking  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Nathaniel  Folsom, 
Jun.,  eight  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence — this 
Committee's  expense. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  two 
hundred  Pounds,  for  payment  of  Troops  in  Colony  service. 

Adjourned  to  Exeter,  to  meet  on  the  11th  current. 
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Monday,  December  II,  1775. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  M'ashington. 

Received  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Barthtt,  enclosing  a 
Letter  from  Messrs.  Ptnn  and  Lee  to  Speaker  of  House 
of  Representatives,  and  sundry  Resolves  of  Continental 
Congress. 

Examined  and  allowed  Captain  Abraham  French's  Pay- 
Roll  of  his  Company,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  beinj;  fifty 
Pounds  nine  Sliillin"s  eijiht  Pence. 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Committee  appointed 
to  procure  Powder  abroad,  six  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by 
ihem  accounted  for. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  WrVZ/om  Parker  two 
hundred  Pounds,  for  payment  of  Troops  in  Colony  service. 

Examined  and  allowed  Captain  Cutting  Culley's  Pay- 
Roll  of  his  Company,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  being 
forty-nine  Pounds  two  Shillings  ten  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Samuel  Hayes's — forty-seven  Pounds  ten 
Shillings, 

Wedno»day,  December  13,  1775. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  the  Committee 
for  procuring  Powder  abroad,  the  light  Gold  in  the  Trea- 
sury, according  to  an  account  thereof  by  him  exhibited  to 
this  Committee. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Colonel  Thornton 
six  Pounds — the  sum  voted  him  by  the  late  Congress,  for 
his  time  and  expense  going  to  Cambridge  and  attending 
tiie  Grand  Council  there. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Colonel  IVeare 
and  Captain  Moulton  nine  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  se- 
ven Pence,  the  amount  of  their  Account  for  getting  Twenty 
Thousand  Pounds  printed. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  George  Gains, 
Quartermaster,  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for. 

Agreed  and  directed  that  Colonel  TAorn^on  and  Colonel 
Weare  wait  on  General  Washington,  to  confer  with  him 
about  recruiting  the  Continental  Army. 

Received  a  Letter  from  General  Sullivan. 

Thursday,  December  14,  1775. 

Received  and  considered  the  Petition  of  Captain  John 
Evans,  and  answered  it. 

Friday,  December  15,  1775. 

Examined  and  allowed  the  Pay-Roll  of  Captain  Joseph 
Clifford,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  being  twenty-two 
Pounds  twelve  Shilling's  eii'ht  Pence. 

Do.  Captain  Richard  Dows — sixty-eight  Pounds  six 
Shillings  four  Pence. 


Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  William  Parker  three 
hundred  Pounds,  for  the  payment  of  Troops  in  the  Colony 
service. 

Saturday,  DeoemberlG,  1775. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Elisha  Odlin  thirty 
Shillings,  for  going  express  to  Canterbury  and  Dover. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  John  Rice,  Esquire, 
four  Pounds,  for  Committee's  board  to  this  day. 

Examined  and  allowed  Captain  Benjamin  Butler,  Es- 
quire, his  Pay-Roll,  and  ordered  it  to  be  paid,  being  fifty- 
five  Pounds  eleven  Pence. 

Ordered  Receiver-General  to  pay  Colonel  Hobnrt  seven 
thousand  Pounds,  for  the  payment  o[  ihe  New- Hampshire 
Troops  in  the  Continental  service  to  the  4th  August. 

Gave  Colonel  Hobarl  orders  respecting  the  payment  of 
the  New- Hampshire  Troops  in  the  Continental  service. 

ORDERS  TO  COLONEL   HOBAHT. 

To  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart,  and  Colonel  Timothy  Wal-« 
KEH,  Jun.,  Esquires: 
In  pui-suance  of  your  appointment,  by  the  Congress,  as 
Paymasters  to  our  Troops  in  the  several  Regiments  under 
the  Colonels  Sturk,  Reed,  and  Poor,  we  desire  you  to 
proceed-  to  the  Camp,  and  there  pay  all  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  or  their  legal  representatives,  in  the  aforesaid  Re- 
giments, the  wages  due  to  them,  from  the  time  of  their 
entering  into  the  service  until  the  4th  o{  August  last,  taking 
their  receipts  therefor,  at  the  rate  the  persons  in  their  seve- 
ral capacities  have  been  paid  in  this  Colony  and  that  of  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  making  deductions  out  of  the  wages 
for  what  he  has  received  already  from  this  Colony,  in  part ; 
also  deducting  from  every  person's  wages  the  price  of  a 
blanket,  where  it  appears  he  has  received  from  the  Colony 
more  than  one,  or  money  in  lieu.  And  where  it  appears 
that  any  Captains  have  drawn  more  blankets,  or  cash 
therefor,  than  one  for  each  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier  in  his  Company,  unless  he  make  it  appear  who  of 
his  Company  has  received  those  overplus  ones,  that  the 
same  may  be,  respectively,  stopped  out  of  the  soldiers' 
wages,  then  the  same  to  be  stopped  out  of  the  said  Cap- 
tain's wages.  And  as  the  several  pay-rolls  of  the  respec- 
tive Companies  in  the  aforesaid  Regiments  have  not  been 
brought  to  this  Committee  for  allowance,  you  are  desired 
to  see  that  those  rolls  be  properly  made  out,  and  sworn  to 
by  the  respective  Captains,  or,  in  their  absence,  by  one  of 
the  subalternSj^hat  such  rolls  are  just  and  true. 

You  are  also  desired  to  deliver  the  commissions  put  into 
your  hands  to  the  several  Captains  who  lately  led  the  re- 
cruits from  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Army,  and  the 
subalterns  under  them,  filling  up  the  blanks  with  such 
names  as  you  shall  be  informed  by  the  Captains  are  ap- 
pointed to  the  respective  offices. 
December  16,  1775. 
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Tuesday,  October  31,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  William  Whipple,  Colonel  Timo- 
thy Walker,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  James  McGregor, 
and  John  Dudley,  Esquire,  be  a  Committee  to  consider 
what  sum  of  money  will  be  sufficient  to  be  emitted  at  this 
lime,  to  answer  the  demands  on  this  Colony,  and  a  scheme 
for  the  emission  thereof,  and  make  a  report  thereof  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Wednesday,  November  1,  1775. 
The  above  Committee  made  report  as  follows,  viz: 
Pursuant  to  the  vote  yesterday,  we  have  considered 
•what  money  will  be  necessary  for  the  present  exigencies 
of  the  Colony,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the  Receiver-Gen- 
eral should  issue  notes  for  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds,  law- 
ful money  ;  four  thousand  Pounds  of  which  to  be  redeemed 
on  the  20th  of  December,  1779,  six  thousand  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1780,  six  thousand  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1781,  and  four  thousand  on  the  20th  of  December,  1782; 
and  that  eighteen  thousand  Pounds  of  the  said  sum  be  in 
notes  of  the  following  denominations,  viz:  forty  Shillings, 
thirty  Shillings,  fifteen  Shillings,  ten  Shillings,  and  five  Shil- 


lings ;  and  that  two  thousand  Pounds,  of  the  said  sum  of 
Twenty  Thousand  Pounds,  be  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions, viz :  three  Shillings,  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
one  Shilling  and  nine  Pence,  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence, 
nine  Pence,  and  six  Pence. 

Which  Report  was  received,  and  voted  to  be  a  Resolve 
of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Weare  and  Captain  Josiah  Movl- 
ton  be  a  Committee,  under  oath,  to  get  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  money  (according  to  said  scheme)  printed,  and  to  de- 
liver the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  and  take  his  receipt  there- 
for. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Hobart,  Esquire,  be  appointed  to 
sign  said  Notes  with  the  Treasurer. 

Voted,  That  the  said  Notes,  at  the  several  periods  fixed 
for  payment  of  the  same,  be  paid  by  a  tax  on  the  polls 
and  estates  in  this  Colony,  and,  when  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  burnt  to  ashes,  in  presence  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  this  Colony,  or  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  them. 

Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 
Voted,   That    the  men  raised  as  Minute-Men  in  this 
Colony  be  inlisted  for  four  months  only,  then  to  be  dis- 
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missed,  if  they  desire  it,  and  the  same  Officers  to  proceed 
to  inliit  anew,  as  at  first. 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  (^uigky.  Esquire,  to 
this  Cona/ess,that  he  was  afraid  of  being  liiirt  in  his  person 
or  estate  by  some  people  in  the  County  of  Ililhburough, 
under  pretence  of  liis  being  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and, 
after  some  inquiry  into  the  affair,  it  is  resolved  by  this  Con- 
gress, that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  Safely 
in  the  said  County  to  do  their  endeavour  to  protect  said 
Qingley  from  dama<i[e,  in  any  respect,  for  any  past  sup- 
posed had  disposition  towards  his  country  ;  and  the  »ood 
people  in  said  County  are  desired  not  to  disturb  or  molest 
him  on  said  account,  but  sufl'er  him  in  quiet  to  enjoy  his 
estate  and  freedom,  as  other  inhabitants  of  said  County. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Soldiers 
in  the  East  Parisii  of  Kingston,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  Officers  in  the  Militia, 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Gole  and  tiie  Petitioners  be  heard 
thereon  on  Munday  next,  P.  M.,  if  the  Congress  be  then 
sitting,  and,  if  not,  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting  after- 
wards. 

A  Letter  from  the  Hon,  George  Jaffrey,  Esquire,  late 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  in  answer  to  a  vote  and  order  of 
this  Congress,  being  read  and  considered, 

Voted,  That  the  said  Letter  is  not  satisfactory  to  this 
Congress,  and  that  a  message  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
said  George  Jaffrey,  Esquire,  from  this  Congress,  requiring 
him  to  attend  this  Congress  forthwith,  with  his  Accounts, 
in  order  for  settlement,  otherwise  the  Congress  will  take 
further  notice  of  his  contempt ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Fletcher  be  the  messenger  to  wait  on  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Voted,  That  George  Jaffrey,  Esquire,  have  time  till 
Tuesday  next,  forenoon,  to  bring  his  Treasurer's  Accounts 
to  this  Congress  for  settlement. 

Voted,  Tiiat  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Hale  be  Colonel 
of  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Colonel  Lutivyche  ; 
Robert  Rcid,  Esquire,  Ijieutenant-Colonel ;  Samuel  Gree- 
ly,  First  Major;  and  (Villiam  JMcf^ucsten,  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Enoch  Hale,  Esquire,  be  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  lately  commanded  by  Colonel  Kidder ;  Thomas 
Hale,  Lieutenani-Colonel ;  Captain  Robert  fVilson,  First 
Major ;  and  Asa  Brigham,  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  the  Sloop  in  Mr.  Joshua  fVentworth' s  care, 
which  lately  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  be  not  permitted  to 
depart  out  of  the  Port  of  Piscataqua,  until  further  orders 
of  the  Congress. 

Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  Matthexo  Thornton,  Esquire,  the 
Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esquire,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Es- 
quire, Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  John  Dudley,  Wyseman 
Claggett,  and  Benjamin  Giles,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee 
to  bring  in  a  draft  of  a  Petition  from  this  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  setting  forth  the  state  of  this  Colony, 
and  praying  their  direction  for  some  speedy  mode  of  Go- 
vernment and  execution  of  justice  in  this  Colony,  and  that 
the  Committee  lay  the  said  draft  before  this  Congress  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Regiment  lately  commanded  by  the 
Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esquire,  be  divided  into  two 
Regiments,  and  that  the  bounds  between  the  two  old 
Towns  of  Londonderry  and  Chester  be  the  bounds  be- 
tween said  Regiments. 

Upon  hearing  the  Petition  of  Sarah  Lutwyche,  concern- 
in"  her  Ferry  being  taken  from  her  by  the  Committees 
of  Merrimack  and  Litchfield,  and  hearing  Mr.  Jonathan 
Blanchard,  in  behalf  of  said  Committees, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ferry  ought  to  be  immediately 
given  up  to  the  said  Petitioner,  and  that  the  person  who 
has  improved  the  same,  under  the  direction  of  the  afore- 
said Committees,  account  to  the  Petitioner  for  the  profits 
that  have  arose  since  he  has  held  it  by  order  of  said  Com- 
mittees. 

Saturday,  November  4,  1775. 
Voted,  That  the  Delegates  or  Representatives  to  be 
chosen  to  represent  this  Colony  in  future  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  voices,  or  votes,  of  the  Electors,  and  not  by  the  va- 
lue of  their  estates. 


That  every  Elector  for  Representatives  in  this  Colony 
be  possessed  of  a  freehold,  or  real  estate,  of  the  value  of 
twenty  Pounds,  lawful  money,  in  such  Town  or  place 
where  the  election  shall  be. 

That  every  person,  so  elected,  shall  be  worth  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  lawful  money,  in  real  estate  in  this  Colony ; 
the  election  to  be  adjudged  of  by  the  Selectmen  and  the 
Moderator  of  the  meeting,  saving  an  appeal  to  the  Con- 
gress or  House  of  Representatives. 

That  every  Town,  Parish,  or  Precinct,  in  this  Colony, 
containing  one  hundred  freeholders  as  aforesaid,  may  send 
one  Delegate  or  Representative  to  the  Congress  or  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  and  that  every  such  Town,  Parish,  or  Pre- 
cinct, having  a  greater  number  of  freeholders,  may  send  a 
Member  for  every  hundred  such  freeholders. 

That  Precepts  be  sent  to  every  Town,  Parish,  or  Pre- 
cinct, in  this  Colony,  directing  them  to  elect  a  Member, 
and  send  to  the  Congress  to  be  holden  at  Eiettr,  in  said 

Colony,  on  the day  of next,  if  such  Town, 

Parish,  or  Precinct,  contain  an  hundred  such  freeholders; 
and  if  not,  then  to  couple  with  one  or  more  other  Towns 
or  Parishes,  until  they  make  up  that  number  of  such  free- 
holders. 

Tuesday,  November  7,  1775. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  training  Soldiers 
in  East-Kingston,  against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gale,  for  un- 
fair proceedings  in  the  election  of  Officers  in  that  Com- 
pany, 

Voted,  That  Nathaniel  Balch,  David  Laurence,  Esq., 
Deacon  Knowles,  Samuel  Dudley,  Esq.,  Abel  Webster, 
Captain  Caleb  Page,  Mr.  John  Cragin,  Deacon  Benjamin 
Brown,  and  Samuel  Chase,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine into  the  subject-matter  of  said  Petition,  and  to  hear 
the  said  Gale  and  the  Petitioners  thereon,  and  make  report 
to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Port  of  Piscataqua,  and  Fortresses 
lately  built  for  the  defence  of  it,  be  supported  and  main- 
tained by  this  Colony.  That  two  hundred  men  be  inlisted 
and  employed  as  Matrosses  or  Artillery-Men,  including 
those  already  inlisted  and  employed  for  the  support  and 
defence  of  tiie  said  Fortresses,  for  the  term  or  space  of  two 
months,  unless  they,  or  any  number  of  them,  should  be  dis- 
charged sooner,  by  order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  for  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  three  hundred  men,  Officers  included,  be 
inlisted  and  employed  as  Soldiers  for  the  support  and  de- 
fence of  said  Fortresses,  and  other  posts  and  passes  in  and 
about  Piscataqua  Harbour,  for  the  term  or  space  of  two 
months,  unless  they,  or  any  number  of  them,  should  be  dis- 
charged sooner,  by  order  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  and  hereby 
are  empowered  and  directed  lo  receive,  allow,  and  pay 
such  Accounts  as  shall  be  laid  before  them,  for  doctorin>;, 
nursing,  and  boarding  sick  and  wounded  Soldiers,  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  reason- 
able and  well  vouched. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns,  Pa- 
rishes, and  Precincts,  in  this  Colony,  who  have  supplied 
any  of  the  Soldiers,  inlisted  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
with  Guns,  immediately  render  their  Accounts  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  particularly  distinguishing  those  which  the 
Soldiers  are  to  allow  the  value  of,  from  those  which  are  to 
be  returned,  and  six  Shillings  allowed  for  the  use  of  them ; 
also,  the  names  of  each  person  who  received  said  Guns, 
and  what  Company  each  belonged  to. 

Voted,  That  the  Soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
in  the  Continental  Army,  be  allowed  nine  Pence  per  day 
for  billeting,  fron)  the  time  of  their  marching  until  they 
arrived  at  Head-Quarters. 

Voted,  That  each  non-Commissioned  Officer  and  Sol- 
dier, in  the  Corps  commanded  by  Colonel  Bedel,  in  the 
Continental  Army  commanded  by  General  Schuyler,  be 
paid  twenty-four  Shillings,  in  lieu  of  a  Coat  promised  him. 

Voted,  That  Nicholas  Gilman,  Esq.,  Captain  Nathaniel 
Rogers,  and  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  be  a  Comn)ittee  to  ex- 
amine and  audit  the  Accounts  of  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
plies, and  make  report  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and 
also  to  audit  and  examine  the  Accounts  of  the  Committee 
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appointed    to  procure  Fire-Anns,  and  report  thereon  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  it  be  recommended  to  tiie  several  Tavern- 
ers  and  Retailers  in  tiiis  Colony,  to  render  an  account,  on 
oath,  if  required,  (which  oatii  any  Selectman  is  empowered 
to  administer,)  of  ail  Liquors  sold  by  them,  respectively, 
for  which  excise  has  been  usually  paid,  to  the  Selectmen 
of  their  respective  Towns,  Parishes,  or  Precincts,  from  the 
first  Tuesday  in  November,  1774,  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
November,  1775,  and  pay  said  Selectmen  said  excise,  at 
the  saine  rate  as  for  several  years  last  past  has  been  paid 
in  this  Colony  ;  and  the  several  Solectmen  are  desired  to 
be  careful  in  collecting  and  returning  the  same  to  the  Re- 
ceiver-General of  this  Colony,  and  the  Receiver-General 
is  directed  to  allow  said  Selectmen  five  per  cent,  out  of 
said  money,  as  a  reward  for  their  service.  .And  all  Select- 
men are  desired,  if  any  person,  or  persons,  whom  they  know 
to  have  sold  Spirituous  Liquors  refuses  to  pay  his,  her,  or 
their  excise  as  aforesaid,  to  return  his,  her,  or  their  name, 
or  names,  to  the  Receiver-General. 

Voted,  That  one  hundred  and  sixty  Handbills,  to  con- 
tain the  above  Vote,  be  forthwith  printed  and  dispersed  to 
the  several  Towns,  Parishes,  and  Precincts,  in  this  Co- 
lony. 

Voted,  That  every  Deserter  from  any  Corps,  in  the 
Forces  raised  by  this  Colony  for  the  Continental  Army,  be 
apprehended  by  the  Committees  of  the  respective  places 
where  they  may  be  found,  and  conveyed  by  them  to  Head- 
Quarlers,  at  Cambridge,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Wednesday,  Novembers,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  fFingate,  Lieut.  Colonel  Burn- 
ham,  and  Major  Uackett,  have  the  command  of  the  five 
hundred  men  raised  for  the  preservation  and  defence  of  the 
Fortresses  on  Piscataqua  River,  and  that  they  nominate 
four  Captains  to  command  four  Companies  to  he  raised, 
provided  the  men  be  inlisted  immediately  in  consequence 
of  their  said  nomination  ;  and  that  Major  Weeks  be  ap- 
pointed to  communicate  the  votes  of  this  Congress  to  the 
said  Officers,  and  make  return  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Pierce  Long  be  appointed  Bar- 
rackmaster  to  the  Forces  raised  for  the  preservation  and 
defence  of  the  Harbour  of  Piscataqua,  and  the  Fortresses 
thereon,  and  that  Major  George  Gains  be  appointed  Quar- 
termaster to  the  said  Forces. 

Voted,  That  the  Matrosses  or  Artillery-Men  be  divided 
into  two  Companies,  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Titus 
Salter  and  Captain  Eliphnlet  Daniels. 

Voted,  That  Jacob  fVorthen,  Robert  Parker,  and  IVil- 
liam  Hackett,  be  allowed  and  paid  four  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  per  day,  for  their  services  as  Master  Carpenters, 
and  that  the  other  Carpenters  be  allowed  and  paid  three 
Shillings  per  day,  for  their  wages. 

It  being  represented  that  the  Butchers  in  Portsmouth 
havin"  taken  unreasonable  fees  for  killing  Cattle  drove  into 
Portsmouth  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the 
Provincial  Forces  now  employed  in  and  about  Piscataqua 
Harbour,  which  measure  is  very  oppressive ;  therefore. 

Voted  and  Resolved,  by  this  Congress,  That  the  said 
Butchers  refund  all  such  unreasonable  fees,  and,  for  the 
future,  take  none  such,  or  that  such  Butchers  be  not  suf- 
fered to  kill  any  more  Beef  in  said  Town,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Forces. 

Captain  Shadrach  Hodgdon's  Account,  for  supplying 
Fascines  for  the  Batteries,  being  read. 

Voted,  That  it  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Committee 
of  Supplies. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  Newmarket  be  sent  for 
to  attend  the  Congress  forthwith,  and  answer  for  their  neg- 
lect of  numbering  their  Inhabitants,  according  to  the  order 
of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq.,  Samuel  Sher- 
burne, Esq.,  the  Hon.  Colonel  Meshech  Weare,  Benjamin 
Giles,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Downing,  Esq.,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  audit  and  examine  the  Accounts  of  George  Jaffrey, 
Esq.,  late  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  and  make  report  to  this 
Congress  as  soon  as  may  he. 


Voted,  That  the  Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esquire,  be 
Colonel  of  Londonderry  Reijiment  of  Militia,  lately  com- 
manded by  himself;  that  fViltiam  Gregg  be  his  Ijieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  that  John  Pinkerton  be  his  First  Major,  and 
that  James  McGregor,  Jun.,  be  his  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  John  Webster,  Esq.,  be  Colonel  of  Chester 
Regiment ;  Nathaniel  Emerson  be  his  Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
that  Josiah  Fogg  be  his  First  Major,  and  that  Willioin 
White  be  his  Second  Major. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Shepherd  be  First  Major  of  Col- 
onel David  Hobart's  Regiment,  and  that  Alexander  Craigc 
be  second  Major  of  said  Regiment. 

Thursday,  November  9,  1775. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Ezekitl  Worthen  be  and  hereby 
is  ordered  to  pay  all  due  obedience  to  the  orders  of  this 
Congress,  respecting  the  business  as  Engineer,  at  the  Port 
of  Piscataqua. 

Voted,  That  Abraham  Drake  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  Third  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Moullon  ;  that  Enoch  Page  be  First  Major,  and 
H'illiam  Prescott  be  Second  Major  of  said  Regiment. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  Captain  Pierce  Long,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Samuel  Sherburne,  respecting  the  legality 
of  General  Folsom's  holding  a  seat  in  this  House,         / 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  that  matter  be  not  novt 
taken  up,  nor  until  there  be  a  fuller  House. 

Upon  reading  a  Petition  of  Mark  Duty,  representing 
that  Joseph  Smith  and  Nehemiah  Hadtey,  both  of  Wynd- 
ham,  had,  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  said  Wyndham,  unconstitutionally  deprived 
him  of  his  liberty,  for  some  lime,  and  had  taken  from  him 
a  Cow,  and  disposed  thereof  to  their  own  use,  and  praying 
relief,  &,c. : 

Voted,  That  the  said  Smith  and  Uadley,  and  also  Peter 
Mcrril  and  Samuel  Morrison,  all  of  Wyndham,  be  notified 
to  appear  before  this  Congress  on  Saturday,  the  11th  in- 
stant, to  answer  for  their  conduct  respecting  the  matters 
complained  of,  by  reading  the  complaint  and  order  of  Con- 
gress to  each  of  them. 

Voted,  That  all  those  men  who  have  served  as  Soldiers 
on  the  late  alarm  at  Portsmouth  (such  men  being  properly 
inlisted  at  said  Portsmouth)  be  paid  as  Soldiers  in  the 
Army,  except  Coats,  &ic.,  and  also  all  others  who  went 
down,  and  can  make  it  appear  that  they  did  duty  there  at 
said  time,  exclusive  of  those  who  are  under  pay  in  the 
Continental  Army ;  and  that  no  more  Officers  be  paid  as 
such,  than  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign, 
to  each  forty  Privates. 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to 
those  gentlemen  that  generously  laboured  on  the  Batteries 
and  other  works  at  Portsmouth,  on  the  late  sudden  alarm- 
ing emergency. 

Voted,  That  all  the  Voles  of  Saturday  last,  respecting 
electing  Delegates  or  Representatives,  and  the  qualifica- 
tions of  the  Electors  and  elected,  and  the  manner  of  choos- 
ing and  sending  them,  be,  and  hereby  are  reconsidered,  and 
made  void. 

Voted,  That  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  Tf'il- 
liam  Whipple,  Richard  Downing,  John  Dudley,  Timothy 
Walker,  Esq.,  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Dea- 
con James  Knowles,  Wyseman  Claggett,  Esq.,  Jonathan 
Martin,  and  Captain  Caleb  Page,  Samuel  Ashley,  Ben- 
jamin Giles,  Esq.,  Israel  Morey,  Esq.,  and  Abel  Webster, 
be  a  Committee  to  frame  and  bring  in  a  plan  for  the  future 
Representation  of  the  people  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Demeritt  be  First  Major  of 
the  Second  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  and  Cap- 
tain Moses  Yeaton  Second  Major. 

Friday,  November  10,  1775. 
Voted,  That  there  be  forthwith  inlisted  in  the  service 
of  this  Colony,  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  Har- 
bour of  Piscataqua,  and  the  Fortresses  there,  eif'ht  hun- 
dred men,  officers  included,  to  be  divided  into  eiiiht  Com- 
panies, and  officered  with  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants 
and  one  Ensign,  to  each  Company,  and  to  remain  in  the 
service  two  months,  unless  they  or  any  number  of  them  be 
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sooner  discliarged  by  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  they  be  under  ihe  command  of  the  Field-Officers  now 
there,  viz :  Colonel  Joshua  lyingatc,  Lieuienant-Colonel 
John  Burnnin,  and  Mi\pT  Jatites  Hackett ;  and  that  Major 
Stephen  Clark,  of  Epping,  Captain  Caleb  Hodgdon,  of 
Dover,  Captain  Farsons,  o(  Rye,  Captain  Henry  Elkins, 
of  Hampton,  Major  Peter  Cojfm,  of  Kxetcr,  Captain  Jacob 

hfebsler,  of ,  Mosea  Baker,  of  Cnndia,  and  Captain 

David  Copp,  of  Wakefield,  be  the  Captains  of  the  said 
eight  Companies,  and  that  Captain  Baker's  two  Lieute- 
nants be  in  Londonderry  Regiment,  provided  tiiey  raise 
half  the  Company,  or  forty-eight  men. 

That  Orders  be  given  to  the  Captains  to  inlist  said  Com- 
pany in  the  following  Form,  viz: 

"7ft  Congress  at  Exetek,  November,  1775. 

"To 

"  Sir:  Yon  are  hereby  empowered  immediately  to  inlist 
a  Coriipany,  to  consist  of  ninety-six  able-bodied,  effective 
men,  well  accoutred  with  arms  and  blankets,  including 
Sergeants  and  Corporals,  as  soldiers  in  the  New-Hamp- 
shire service,  for  the  defence  of  Picataqua  Harbour,  (or 
the  term  of  two  months,  unless  discharged  sooner ;  and  you 
are  hereby  informed  you  shall  be  entitled  to  the  command, 
as  Captain  of  said  Company,  when  raised,  and  to  nominate 
three  persons  to  serve  as  subalterns  under  you,  and  that 
both  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  paid  the  sacne  wages  as 
the  Continental  Troops  are,  exclusive  of  coats  and  blan- 
kets; and  that  the  Soldiers  sign  the  following  Inlistment, 
viz: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  severally  inlist  ourselves  as 
Soldiers  in  the  New-Hampshire  service,  for  the  defence  of 
Piscataqua  Harbour,  for  the  term  of  two  months,  unless 
discharged  sooner;  and  we  hereby  promise  to  submit  our- 
selves to  all  the  orders  and  regulations  of  the  Army,  and 
faithfully  to  observe  and  obey  all  such  orders  as  we  shall 
receive  from  lime  to  time  from  our  officers." 

Saturday,  November  11, 1775. 
Voted,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the 
President  of  this  Congress,  to  write  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  to  General  Washington,  in  the  name  of  this  Con- 
gress, a  recommendation  of  Dr.  Hall  Jackson  to  be  Chief 
Surgeon  of  the  Northern  Division  of  the  Continental  Army, 
or  to  appoint  hirn  in  any  other  way,  according  to  his  merit. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  three  persons  be  chosen 
to  examine  the  several  Committees'  Accounts,  and  make 
report  to  this  Congress  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  that  John 
Dudley,  Esq.,  Capt.  Pierce  Long,  and  Nathaniel  Batch- 
elder,  Esq.,  be  the  said  Committee. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Joseph  Spencer  be  Second  Major 
of  Colonel  Timothy  Walker's  Regiment  of  Minute-Men, 
in  the  room  and  stead  of  Major  Benjamin  Goold,  who  hath 
resigned. 

Voted,  That  the  several  sums  advanced  by  the  Members 
of  this  Congress,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  be  added  to  the 
Pay-Roil,  and  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  for  payment. 

Voted,  That  the  Members  of  this  Congress  be  paid  for 
Sundays  and  travel,  according  to  the  method  of  the  late 
General  Assembly,  and  that  the  Members  of  the  late  Gen- 
eral Assembly  be  paid  in  the  same  manner. 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  the  13th,  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Monday,  November  13,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  a  motion  made,  for  considering  the  matter  and 
form  of  Representation  in  this  Colony  in  future, 

Voted,  That  the  consideration  of  that  matter  be  put  off 
till  to-morrow. 

Voted,  That  the  Wages  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies, 
employed  by  this  Congress,  be  now  established,  and  that 
it  be  four  Shillings  per  day,  each. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  paid  six  Shil- 
lings per  day,  besides  all  their  expenses,  in  the  recess  of 
the  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  for  procuring  Fire-Arms 
lay  their  Accounts  before  this  Congress,  for  allowance. 
Voted,  That  Mr.  President  Thornton,  Mr.  Secretary 


Thompson,  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart,  John  Dudley,  Esq., 
Colonel  Whipple,  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  General  Folsom, 
Mr.  Cragin,  Colonel  Walker,  Mr.  Prentice,  Colonel  David 
Oihnan,  Colonel  Morey,  Deacon  Knowles,  and  Ebenezer 
Smith,  Esq.,  be  a  Conunittee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  Repre- 
sentation ol  the  people  of  this  Colony  in  future,  and  lay  it 
before  the  Congress. 

Thursday,  November  14,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  Votes  of  yesterday,  respecting  the 
Wages  and  Pay  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies  and  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  be  reconsidered,  and  made  void. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  IJall  Jackson  be  paid,  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  in  full  for  his  good  services 
to  this  Colony,  from  the  19th  day  of  June  last  to  the  4th 
of  August  last,  the  sum  of  fifteen  Pounds  per  month,  and 
that  he  receive  a  Commission  from  this  Congress  as  Chief 
Surgeon  of  the  JVe«;-//a7npsAtVe  Troops  in  the  Continental 
Army. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  this  House,  viz:  John  Dud- 
Icy,  Esq.,  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  Ichabod  Bawlins,  Esq., 
Captain  Moulton,  and  Mr.  Sparhawk,  be  appointed  to  take 
under  consideration  the  behaviour  of  Samuel  Dyer,  a  person 
complained  of  as  an  enemy  to  this  country,  and  make  re- 
port thereon  to  this  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

Voted,  To  appoint  Officers  for  the  Artillery  Company 
at  Portsmouth,  and  that  Captain  George  Turner  be  Cap- 
tain of  said  Company. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Shadrach  Hodgdon's  Account,  for 
Slakes  for  the  Batteries,  &.C.,  amounting  to  four  Pounds, 
be  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Committee  of  Supplies. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Ephraim  Weston's  Account,  for 
services  done  for  this  Colony,  in  the  year  1773,  amounting 
to  thirty-three  Shillings,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  a  method  for  Rep- 
resentation, beg  leave  to  lay  the  following  plan  before  the 
Congress,  viz: 

That  every  legal  inhabitant,  paying  taxes,  shall  be  a 
voter. 

That  every  person  elected  shall  have  a  real  estate,  in 
this  Colony,  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  lawful 
money. 

That  no  person  be  allowed  a  seat  in  Congress  who  shall, 
by  themselves  or  any  person  at  their  desire,  treat  with 
liquors,  fcic,  any  electors,  with  an  apparent  view  of  gain- 
ing their  votes,  or  by  treating  after  an  election  on  that 
account. 

That  the  Towns,  Parishes,  and  places  in  this  Colony,  be 
represented  as  follows,  viz : 

Portsmouth,  3  ;  Hampton,  1  ;  Northampton,  1  ;  Exeter, 
2;  Londonderry,  2;  Newcastle,  1  ;  Rye,  1  ;  *Kingston  and 
East-Kingston,  l;*Sandown  and  Hawke,  1;  Greenland,  1; 
Newington,  1  ;  Stratham,  1  ;  Newmarket,  1 ;  *Southamp- 
ton  and  Newtown,  1;  Kensington,  1;  *Plaslow  and  Atkin- 
son, 1  ;  Hampstead,  1 ;  Salem,  1;  Pelham,  1 ;  Chester,  2; 
Candia,l;  *Raymond  and  Poplin,  1 ;  Brentwood,  1 ;  *Hamp- 
ton  Falls  and  Seabrook,  1;  Nottingham,  1;  *Deeifield  and 
Northwood,  1;  *Canterbury  and  London,  1;  *Chichester, 
Epsom  and  Allenstown,  1  ;  Pembroke,  1  ;  Wyndham,  1  ; 
*Bow  and  Dumbarton,  1;  Concord,  1;  Epping,  1 — in  Rock- 
ingham,  38. 

Dover  2;  Madbury,  1 ;  Durham,  1 ;  Lee,  1 ;  Somers- 
worth,  1 ;  Bairington,  1  ;  *Gilmanton  and  Barnstead,  1  ; 
♦Sanbornton  and  Meredith,  1;  Rochester,  1;  *Leavittston, 
Wakefield  and  Middleton,  1  ;  *New-Durham,  The  Gore 
and  Wolfburgh,  1  ;  *Moultonburgh,  Sandwich  and  Tam- 
worih,  1 — in  Stafford,  13. 

Amherst,  2;  *Litchfield  and  Nottingham  West,  1;  Dun- 
stable, 1;  Hollis,  1;  *Merrimack  and  Bedford,  I;  *Derry- 
field  and  Goffestown,  1;  Weare,  1;  Hopkinton,  1;  *Hen- 
niker,  Deering,  Hillsborough  and  Society  Land,  1;  ♦France- 
town  and  New-Boston,  1;  New-Ipswich,  1;  *Boscawen  and 
Salisbury, l;*Teinple  and  Peterborough, l;*Wilion,Lynds- 
borough,  Mile-Strip  and  Daxbury  Farm,  1;  *Mason  and 
Raby,  1;  *New-Briton,  Warner,  Perrystown  and  Fishers- 
field,  1 — in  Hillsborough,  17. 

*Rindge,  Jaffiey  and  Peterborough-Slip,  1;  *Dublin  and 
Monadnock,  No.  5,  1;  *Packersfield,  Stoddard,  Washing- 
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ton  and  Gilsuni,  1  ;  *i\]hi1()\v,  Suiry  and  Alstead,  1 ;  ♦Hins- 
dale and  Cl]estcrfie!(l,  1  ;  VVinclicster,  1  ;  Richmond,  1  ; 
*Svvansey  and  I'^iizwiliiam,  1;  Keene,  J;  Westmoreland,  1; 
Walpole,  1  ;  Cliailestovvn,  1  ;  *Cornish,  Plainfield,  Pro- 
tectwortli  and  Grantham,  1  ;  Claiemont,  1  ;  *lJnay,  Ac- 
woiih,  Lempster,  Savile,  Cioydon  and  Newport,  ) — in 
Cheshire,  15. 

*Newchesier,  Plymouth,  Cockermoutli  and  Alexandria, 
];  *Romney,  Holderness,  Campion  and  Thornton,  1;  *Le- 
baiuin,  Hanover,  Pelham,  Canaan,  Cardii^an  and  Grafton, 
1;  *Lyme,  Orford,  Dorchester,  VVeiUvvorlh,  Parmont  and 
Warren,  1;  *Haverhill,  Bath,  Lyman,  Gunthvvait,  Landaft' 
and  Mnrriston,  1;  *Aplhorp,  Lancaster,  Northumberland, 
Stratford,  Cockburn,  Colbnrn,  Conway,  Shelburne  and  the 
Towns  above,  1 — in  Grafton,  6. 

Rockingham,       .-.-.--..-38 

Strafford,        13 

Hillsborough,       ...-.-.---     ]7 
("heshire,       .-.------.-15 

Grafton,    ...---------       6 

Total,  89 
That  precepts,  signed  by  the  President  of  this  Congress, 
be  sent  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  Town  named  in  this  list, 
singly  to  be  represented,  to  elect  and  clioose  a  person  to 
represent  them  in  Congress,  to  meet  at  ExeCer  on  the  21st 
day  of  December  next ;  also,  to  the  Town  or  Parish  marked 
with  this  mark  (*),  where  Towns  or  Parishes  are  classed 
together,  to  notify  the  several  Towns  or  Parishes,  in  their 
respective  classes,  to  meet  at  the  most  convenient  ])lace  in 
their  Town  or  Parish,  to  accommodate  the  whole  electors, 
to  choose  some  person  qualified  to  represent  them  as  afore- 
said ;  and  all  Selectmen  are  directed  to  give  the  electors 
fifteen  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  occasion  of  meeting ; 
said  meujbers,  when  met,  to  sit  in  Congress  as  often  and  so 
long  as  they  siiall  judge  requisite  for  acting  on  the  publick 
business  of  this  Colony,  and  to  be  empowered  by  their  con- 
stituents to  prosecute  such  measures  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  publick  good,  during  the  term  of  one  year 
from  tlieir  Inst  meeting,  unless  they  shall  see  fit  to  dissolve 
themselves  sooner. 

And  in  case  there  should  be  a  recommendation  from  the 
Continental  Congress  lor  this  Colony  to  assume  Govern- 
ment in  any  way  that  will  require  a  House  of  iiepresenta- 
tives,  that  then  said  Congress  for  this  Colony  be  empowered 
to  resolve  themselves  into  such  a  House  as  may  be  recom- 
mended, and  remain  such  for  the  aforesaid  term  of  one 
year. 

And  it  is  further  recommended,  that  each  Town  or  Pa- 
rish, who  sends  a  member  to  said  Congress,  pay  him  for 
his  attendance  ;  and  where  Towns  or  Parishes  are  classed 
together,  in  their  choice,  that  liiey  pay  their  member  in 
the  same  proportion  as  tliey  pay  Province  taxes;  all  the 
pay  for  their  travel  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury. 

Which  plan  of  future  representation  being  read,  under- 
stood, and  considered  in  Congress, 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted,  and  made  a  Resolve 
of  this  Congress,  and  entered  accordingly. 

Wednesday,  November  15,  1775. 
The  President  being  absent, 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weave,  Esq.,  be  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress  be  presented 
to  the  Hon.  Matthetv  Thornton,  Esq.,  for  his  faithful  and 
able  conduct  as  President  of  this  Congress. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  David  Gilman's  Account,  amount- 
ing to  twenty-seven  Siiillings,  for  services  done  by  order 
of  Congress,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge  OdUn  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  fifty  Shillings,  lawful  money, 
for  his  good  services  in  attending  and  praying  with  this 
Congress. 

Voted,  That  the  Carpenters  employed  by  Captain  fJ'or- 
then,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  i^or<4'«joujA, 
be  paid  waives  according  to  their  agreement. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  be  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  six  Pounds,  lawful  money,  lor 
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his  time  and  trouble  in  going  to  Cambridge,  and  attending 
the  Grand  Council  there. 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  Samuel  Dyer  ought  to  confine  himself  to  his 
present  place  of  abode  in  Berwick,  and  that  it  will  not  be 
prudent  for  him  to  be  allowed  to  pass  and  repass  in  this 
Colony  at  present. 

Voted,  To  add  two  persons  to  the  Committee  for  audit- 
ing the  Accounts  of  the  Committee  for  procuring  Fire- 
Arins,  and  ihdl  David  Gilman  and  John  Mc  Clary,  Esq's, 
be  of  that  Committee,  and  that  said  Committee  make  a 
final  settlement  of  said  Accounts. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  three  persons  be  chosen, 
to  carry  into  execution  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  at  Philadelphia,  of  Thursday,  the  26th 
of  October  last,  respecting  exporting  to  the  foreign  West- 
Indies,  Provisions,  &,c.,  for  the  purpose  of  importing  Arm.s, 
AiTimunition,  Sulphur,  and  Saltpetre  ;  and  that  Captain 
Pierce  Long,  Samuel  Cults,  and  Samuel  Sherburne,  Es- 
quires, be  the  Committee  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  Pounds  be  employed  (for  cargo) 
for  the  said  purposes,  at  the  proper  risk  of  this  Colony; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  have  leave  to  send,  if  they 
think  expedient,  to  any  foreign  port  for  the  said  commodi- 
ties. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Evans,  Mr.  Sherburne,  and  Mr. 
Cutts,  be  a  Committee  to  wail  on  General  Sullivan,  now  in 
Town,  and  inform  him  that  at  his  request  this  Congress  is 
ready  to  hear  him. 

Voted,  That  a  Vote  of  this  Congress,  of  the  10th  of 
June  last,  respecting  Town  Officers,  be  forthwith  printed 
in  handbills,  and  distributed  to  the  several  Towns  and 
places  in  this  Colony. 

The  subject  matter  of  the  Petition  of  Mark  Duty  being 
heard  and  considered  by  a  Committee  of  this  House,  viz: 
Benjamin  Brown,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Abraham  Page,  Zac- 
cheus  Clough,  and  David  Lawrence,  the  said  Committee 
made  report,  that  the  Cow  in  question  be  restored  to  the 
Petitioner,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Wyndham  had 
no  power  to  try  the  case,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  stand 
dismissed,  and  no  cost  be  paid  on  either  side. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted,  and  passed  into  a 
Resolve  of  this  House. 

The  Committee  of  this  House,  viz:  Nathaniel  Balch, 
David  Lawrence,  Samuel  Dudley,  Esq.,  Abel  Webster, 
James  Knowles,  Benjamin  Brown,  John  Cragin,  Samuel 
Chase,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Caleb  Page,  being  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  subject  matter  of  the  complaint  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  training  Soldiers  in  East-Kingston,  against  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gale,  for  undue  measures  taken  in  the  ap- 
))oiniment  of  the  Officers  in  the  Militia  there,  having  heard 
the  said  parties,  report  thereon  :  That  the  proceedings  of 
Colonel  Gale,  with  respect  to  the  warning,  and  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  choice  of  their  Officers  in  that  Company, 
were  illegal,  and  not  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Con- 
gress in  that  respect,  and  that  the  said  Company  ought  to 
have  the  benefit  of  a  new  choice  of  Officers. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted,  and  pass  into  a  Re- 
solve of  this  House. 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  for  his  early  care  and 
notice  taken  of  this  Colony,  in  sending  General  Sullivan 
and  other  assistance  to  us,  when  we  were  in  great  fear  and 
distress. 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  the 
Hon.  General  Sullivan,  for  his  great  care  and  pains  in  as- 
sisting us  to  defend  our  Harbour  and  Fortresses,  when  we 
were  in  great  fear  and  distress. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  of  Correspon- 
dence, in  each  Town  or  Parish  in  this  Colony,  be  desired 
to  transmit  to  the  Congress,  or  to  the  Commiilee  of  Safety 
for  this  Colony,  the  names  and  |)l;ices  ol  abode  of  all  such 
persons  as  they  suspect  lo  be  in  any  ways  inimical  to  this 
country,  with  the  causes  and  evidence  of  such  suspicions, 
and  that  this  vote  be  primed  in  handbills,  and  dispersed 
through  this  Colony- 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  appointed  by  thi« 
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Congress,  be  and  remain  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this 
Colony;  and  that  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  act  in 
tlie  same  manner  and  with  the  same  authority  as  hereto- 
fore, until  the  sitting  of  the  next  Congress  or  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  attend  General 
Sullivan  at  Portsmouth,  on  Tuesday  next,  to  take  under 
their  consideration  such  matters  and  things  as  he  shall  lay 
before  them.  

Thursday,  November  16,  1775. 

Voted,  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  in  the  Continentid  Army,  be  paid  off  up  to 
the  4th  day  of  August  last,  and  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart 
and  Colonel  Timothy  Walker  be  Paymasters  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Whereas  sundry  persons,  hereafter  named,  have,  at  tlie 
motion  of  General  Sullivan,  by  virtue  of  orders  from  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  in  consequence  of  the 
Resolves  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  been 
called  before  a  Committee  of  this  Congress,  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  inimical  to  this  country  and  the  cause  of  li- 
berty now  contending  for ;  which  Committee  having  made 
report  thereon  to  this  Congress,  it  is  thereupon  voted  and 
resolved  by  this  Congress — 

1st.  That  John  Parker,  Esq.,  is  a  friend  to  this  coun- 
try, and  is  accordingly  set  at  full  liberty. 

2d.  That  Isaac  tiindge,  Esq.,  remove  himself  to  some 
place  at  least  fifteen  miles  from  Portsmouth,  and  from  the 
sea,  and  not  on  any  occasion  leave  the  Town  or  Parish  he 
shall  remove  to,  without  leave  of  the  Congress  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

3d.  That  Captain  William  Torry  remain  at  Newmarket, 
and  not  on  any  occasion  leave  the  said  Town  or  Parish, 
without  leave  from  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

4th.  That  Mr.  William  Hart  remove  himself  fifteen 
miles  from  Portsmouth,  and  from  the  sea,  and  not  on  any 
occasion  leave  the  Town  or  Parish  he  shall  remove  to, 
without  leave  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

5th.  That  Captain  Nathaniel  Rogers  confine  himself  to 
his  own  house  and  farm  \n  Newmarket,  or,  if  he  shall  choose 
it,  to  remove  himself  twenty  miles  from  Portsmouth,  and 
from  the  sea,  and  not  on  any  occasion  leave  the  Town  or 
Parish  he  shall  remove  to,  without  leave  of  the  Congress 
or  Committee  of  Safety. 

6th.  That  George  Jaffrey,  Esq.,  remove  himself  ten 
miles  at  least  from  Portsmouth,  and  not  on  any  occasion 
leave  the  Town  or  Parish  he  shall  remove  to,  without  leave 
of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

7th.  That  Peter  Gilman,  Esq.,  confine  himself  to  the 
Town  of  Exeter,  and  not  on  any  occasion  leave  the  said 
Town,  without  leave  of  the  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety. 

8th.  That  Mr.  Jacob  Sheafe,  Jan.,  be  desired  to  with- 
draw his  Memorial  against  Edward  Sherburne,  and  that  said 
Sheafe  be  dismissed. 

9lh.  That  those  persons,  above  named,  who  are  enjoin- 
ed to  remove  from  Portsmouth,  have  twenty  days  allowed 
them  to  remove. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart  be  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  ten  Pounds,  for  twenty-seven  days'  ser- 
vice in  going  to  Cambridge,  and  mustering  and  paying  off 
the  Soldiers  there,  and  returning  the  Muster-Rolls. 

Voted,  That  Major  Joseph  Welch  be  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  eight  Pounds,  for  his  service  in  attend- 
ing Colonel  Hobart  on  the  abovesaid  services ;  and  also 
twenty  Shillings  for  his  services  in  going  to  Portsmouth. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers  be  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  twenty  Shillings,  for  his  services  in  settling  Ac- 
counts as  a  Committee-man. 

Voted,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Ma- 
jor Welch,  for  his  care  in  raising  Troops  and  forwarding 
them  to  Portsmouth. 

Voted.  That  Ehenezer  Tibbetts  be  Second  Major  of 
Colonel  Evans's  Regiment. 

Voted,  That  the  Commissions  for  the  Majors  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  be  not  given  out  until 
the  next  Congress  or  Convention. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Evans  be  paid  the  balance  of  his 


Account,  amounting  to  thirty-six  Shillings,  out  of  the  pub- 
lick Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Joshua  Wiggin  be  paid  his  Account  as 
Doorkeeper  and  Messenger  of  this  House,  amounting  to 
five  Pounds  and  two  Shillings,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Samuel  Hobart's  Account,  amount- 
ing to  eleven  Pounds,  eighteen  Shillings,  be  allowed  and 
paid  him  out  of  the  publick  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Evans  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  the  balance  of  his  Account  for  Fire-Arms, 
amounting  to  twenty-four  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  half 
penny. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Jeremiah  Folsom  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  the  balance  of  his  Account  for 
Fire-Arms,  amounting  to  three  Pounds,  seven  Shillings, 
two  Pence,  and  one  Farthing. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Edward  Parsons  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury  his  Account,  amounting  to 
thirty-seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
doubts  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  some  persons  respect- 
ing those  who  have  been,  in  the  usual  and  very  reasonable 
method  pointed  out  by  the  law  of  this  Province,  chosen  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  Towns,  and,  also,  connected  with  it, 
whether  Taxes  granted  by  Towns,  or  by  their  representa- 
tives in  Congress,  should  be  collected  and  paid  as  usual, 
or  in  what  manner  Selectmen,  Constables,  &ic.,  should  pro- 
ceed :  The  Congress,  having  taken  the  above  into  consi- 
deration, do  recommend  to  all  Towns,  that  with  regard  to 
all  those  who  have  been  in  the  usual  reasonable  manner 
chosen  into  any  offices  in  Towns,  they  should,  as  formerly, 
be  considered  as  the  proper  officers ;  also,  that  Towns, 
Selectmen,  Constables,  and  other  officers,  proceed  in  the 
usual  manner  in  granting  moneys,  assessing  the  inhabitants, 
and  collecting  any  assessments,  and  discharging  any  other 
matters  belonging  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  unless  where 
some  particular  direction  of  this  or  the  General  Congress 
shall  interfere. 

We  trust  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  will  readily 
comply  with  this  recommendation,  and  particularly  that 
they  will  cheerfully  pay  the  Constables  and  Collectors ; 
but  if  any,  inimical  to  their  country,  or  inattentive  to  the 
ruin  which  must  ensue  upon  a  contrary  conduct,  should 
refuse,  we  trust  that  all  the  friends  of  their  country  will 
effectually  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Selectmen,  Consta- 
bles, and  Collectors. 

[Voted,  That  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  November  .3,  on  establishing  Government  in  this 
Province,  be  entered  on  the  Minutes.] 

"  In  Congress,  Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

"  The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  New-Hampshire  Instructions, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
Convention  o(  New-Hampshire,  to  call  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  and  that  the  Representatives,  if 
they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment as,  in  their  judgment,  will  best  produce  the  happiness 
of  the  people,  and  most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  Province  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  A  copy.     Attest : 

"  Noah  E.mery,  Deputy  Secretary." 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  be,  and  hereby  is  dissolved. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE   CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth,  November  1,  1775. 

Much  respected  Gentlemen:  I  enclose  you  a  letter 
from  Head-Quarters,  calling  for  my  presence  immediately. 
Mr.  Palfrey  tells  me  he  doubts  not  I  may  return  in  two 
or  three  days,  and,  by  what  he  has  communicated,  I  am 
convinced  that  I  must  return  in  a  very  short  time.  I  am 
well  satisfied  that  my  presence  can  by  no  means  be 
dispensed  with  at  Head-Quarters.  I  am  sorry  the  call 
was  so  sudden  as  to  prevent  my  seeing  the  works  com- 
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pleted  and  the  Army  formed,  Tliat  you  may  know  how 
far  I  have  proceeded,  I  have  directed  the  orderly  book  to 
be  transmitted  to  you,  with  a  return  of  the  men  in  the  sev- 
eral departments.  I  also  enclose  you  a  return  of  the  stores 
in  each  fort,  with  what  is  wanting  to  make  a  proper  de- 
fence, that  you  may  know  the  state  of  your  forts.  I  sliall 
leave  the  artillery  officers  and  men  here  with  the  com- 
pany of  Riflemen  till  my  return,  which  will  be  as  sudden 
as  possible. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  very  humble 

servant,  ,         _, 

John  Ssuluvan. 

Honourable  Provincial  Congress. 

P.  S.  I  also  enclose  the  Barrackmaster's  return. 


them.  I  beg  to  know  whether  some  few  of  the  Company 
may  not  be  retained  in  the  service  for  the  said  purpose, 
and  whether  I  shall  keep  the  stores  in  my  hands  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

Hall  Jackson. 

P.  S.  Further  stores :  One  dozen  tubes  uncharged  ; 
three  dozen  two  and  three-quarters  iron  round-shot ;  three 
port-fire  stocks;  three  small  bundles  slow-fire  match. 


COLONEL  WINGATE  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONGRESS. 

Fort  SuUivun,  Sevey's  Island,  November  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  that  a  per- 
son well  acquainted  with  rivers  and  tides  in  the  harbour  be 
appointed  to  take  the  charge  of  the  ships  and  fire-rafts ; 
also,  that  a  Surgeon  be  appointed  constantly  to  reside  and 
take  care  of  the  troops  on  Sevey^s  Island,  in  case  of  ac- 
cidents, which  we  are  constantly  exposed  to,  independent 
of  what  might  be  feared  from  the  attacks  of  an  enemy.  To 
the  first  department  I  have  appointed  Captain  Robert 
Farke,  of  Portsmouth,  and  to  the  latter  Dr.  Samuel  fVig- 
glesivorth,  of  Durham  ;  in  which  I  beg  the  acquiescence 
of  the  honourable  Congress,  and  that  they  would  be  pleased 

to  ratify  the  same.  t  wr 

^  Joshua  VVingate. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  at  Exeter, 


field-officers     at    PORTSMOUTH     TO     NEW-HAMPSHIRE 
CONGRESS. 
Head.Quarters,  Portsmouth,  Novembers,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  works  at  the  entrance  of  ihe  Piscat- 
aqua  harbour,  which  are  thought  absolutely  necessary  to 
defend  the  same,  are  so  extensive  and  so  exceedingly  ex- 
posed, by  being  situated  on  islands  so  difficult  to  re-enforce, 
that  eight  hundred  men,  including  the  company  of  Artil- 
lery, the  men  necessary  to  take  care  and  manage  the  ship- 
ping and  fire-rafts,  is  fully  short  of  what  we  dare  undertake 
to  defend  the  same  with  for  the  first  month ;  after  which 
time  a  much  less  number  may  be  necessary,  as  the  season 
of  the  year  may  be  such  as  may  render  an  attack  less  pro- 
bable :  any  niiliiary  gentlemen  that  will  undertake  to  de- 
fend the  post  with  a  less  number,  to  them  we  will  resign  our 
command  with  pleasure.  In  the  n)ean  time  we  will  remain 
at  our  respective  posts,  with  all  ihe  men  we  can  persuade 
to  tarry  until  superseded  or  re-enforced.  We  most  heartily 
thank  the  honourable  Congress  for  the  very  great  honour 
they  have  done  us  in  nominating  us  to  the  coimnand,  and, 
with  a  sufficient  nun)ber  of  men  to  make  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  trust  the  Congress  have  proposed  to  honour  us  with, 
we  should  accept  with  gratitude. 

Joshua  Wingate, 
Jonathan  Burnam, 
Jajies  Hackett. 


doctor  JACKSON  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth,  November  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  By  order  of  General  Sullivan,  1  raised  a 
con\pany  of  Artillery,  consisting  of  forty-two  men,  officers 
included.  Their  particular  duty  vias  to  take  care  and  ex- 
ercise the  brass  field  ordnance,  and  in  case  of  attack  to 
move  with  said  artillery  from  place  to  place,  as  they  should 
be  ordered.  The  term  of  their  enlistment  was  fifteen  days, 
wliich  will  be  expired  by  the  15ih  instant.  The  pieces 
and  utensils  are  of  great  value,  and  I  have  in  my  possession 
the  following  valuable  and  important  stores,  viz :  sixty 
rounds  of  flannel  cartridges,  with  canisters  of  lead  shot — 
each  canister  contains  forty-eight  musket  balls ;  forty 
rounds  of  paper  cartridges;  twenty-four  single  canisters 
charged,  each  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  balls;  six  dozen 
turned  wooden  wads;  one  dozen  port-fires;  twenty-four 
vent-tubes,  charged  with  quick  match  and  composition. 
Many  of  the  stores  I  received,  by  a  special  request,  from 
the  laboratory  at  Cambridge,  and  are  of  too  much  impor- 
tance to  be  left  without  proper  persons  to  take  care  of 


PORTSMOUTH    COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE    CONGRESS. 

Committee. Hall,  Portsmouth,  November  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  representation  of  the  Delegates 
for  this  town,  representing  the  inhabitants  in  Congress, 
that  a  motion  being  made  we  should  take  under  considera- 
tion a  recompense  for  Dr.  Hull  Jackson's  services  as  sur- 
geon to  the  Army  at  Head-Quarters,  do,  in  consequence 
thereof,  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Congress,  that  on  the 
news  arriving  in  this  town  of  the  battle  at  Charlestown, 
in  June  last,  and  being  well  informed  that  a  gentleman  of 
known  abilities  in  surgery  was  much  wanted,  did  immedi- 
ately apply  to  Dr.  Jackson,  and  entreated  his  setting  off 
for  the  camp  without  delay,  to  assist  any  distressed  officers 
or  soldiers  that  might  be  unfortunately  wounded.  Where- 
upon, he  expressed  a  readiness,  and  observed  he  would,  at 
our  request,  proceed  without  delay,  and  trust  to  a  future 
day  for  reward.  We  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  repre- 
sent, that  Dr.  Jackson  set  off  the  19th  June  on  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  and  was  continued  in  that  service  till  the 
17th  October,  excepting  about  three  weeks.  At  different 
times  he  was  in  this  town  to  visit  his  family,  in  which 
time  he  was  constantly  employed  in  constructing  carriages 
and  mounting  sundry  field-pieces.  For  which  services 
this  Committee,  with  deference  to  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, adjudge  an  allowance  of  fifteen  pounds,  lawful 
money,  per  month,  for  all  services  and  expenses  during 
the  time  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

H.  Went  WORTH,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  Aew- 
Hampshire. 

JOSIAH  BAKTLETT  TO  THE  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  November  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  I  transmit  to  you  the  letter  di- 
rected to  the  Speaker  of  our  House  of  Assembly.  I  sup- 
pose it  came  from  England,  sent  by  the  agents  who  pre- 
sented the  late  petition  of  Congress.  By  it  you  will  be 
able  to  guess  what  will  be  the  fate  of  that  petition. 

I  also  send  you  a  duplicate  of  the  vote  of  Congress  con- 
cerning our  civil  affairs.  The  first  copy  of  the  vote  was 
sent  November  6tli.  Yesterday  Captain  Langdon  set  off 
on  his  journey  to  Canada,  so  that  1  am  left  here  alone  to 
act  in  behalf  of  our  Colony.  I  don't  expect  him  here  any 
more  during  this  session  of  the  Congress. 

When  the  Congress  will  rise,  can't  say;  but  fear  it  can't 
till  winter,  if  it  can  before  spring.  The  affair  of  the  ships 
taken  at  Portsmouth  has  not  been  considered  by  Congress, 
by  reason  of  urgent  business;  but  I  ex|)ect  soon  that  that 
and  several  other  captures  will  be  taken  under  considera- 
tion, and  some  general  rules  adopted.  When  any  thing  is 
determined  on  it,  will  inform  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Congress  to  send  you  the  enclosed 
resolves  for  making  saltpetre,  and  I  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  putting  them  in  practice.  It  appears,  from  sev- 
eral experiments  in  this  Colony,  that  the  surface  of  the 
earth  that  has  been  for  some  years  kept  from  the  rain  will 
produce  saltpetre.  The  floor  of  a  meeting-house  being 
taken  up,  the  earth  under  it  produced  one  pound  from 
every  bushel ;  under  barns,  stables,  &c.,  much  more. 
There  appears  to  be  no  more  art  in  making  it  than  in 
making  potash.  When  the  liquor  is  properly  boiled,  and 
put  into  pans  to  cool,  it  shoots  and  sticks  to  the  bottom 
and  sides  very  beautifully.  The  liquor  may  then  be  easily 
drained  off,  and  either  boiled  over  again  or  put  on  another 
mash.  Though  probably  the  Continent  will  be  well  sup- 
plied with  powder  in  the  spring,  yet  it  is  best  by  all  means 
to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  our  enemies  to  defeat  us  of 
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that  necessary  article,  by  supplying  ourselves,  and  if  we 
have  a  double  or  treble  quantity  it  will  be  no  damage,  and 
in  future  save  our  cash  from  being  sent  abroad  after  it. 
I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

JosiAH  Bartlett. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Hampshire. 

NEW-HAMPSHIKE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  GENERAL 
SCHUYLER. 

In  Committco  of  Safety,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir:  The  very  interesting  and  pleasing  account  of  tlie 
surrender  of  the  fort  at  St.  John's  is  just  arrived  by  ex- 
press from  Colonel  Uedel;  an  event  which  we  esteem 
highly  favourable  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  as  well 
as  honourable  to  the  otiicers  who  directed  the  measures  for 
obtaining  that  important  post. 

The  troops  from  this  Colony,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Bedel,  were,  by  advice  of  General  Washington,  oflcred  to 
be  joined  to  your  Army,  as  a  part  of  the  number  voted  by 
the  Continental  Congress  for  that  service.  This  Colony 
only  paid  them  one  month's  wages  before  their  march. 
Colonel  Bcdd  informs  us  they  are  very  much  distressed 
for  the  want  of  clothing  in  this  severe  season.  We  have 
sent  him  three  hundred  pounds,  out  of  an  inadequate  sum 
reserved  to  send  beyond  tiie  seas  to  purchase  ammunition, 
which  is  all  we  can  advance,  unless  in  paper  bills,  which 
we  understand  have  no  currency  in  Canada.  We  there- 
fore desire  you  will  advance,  if  in  your  power,  out  of  the 
Continental  chest,  what  is  absoiuiuiy  necessary  for  their 
future  subsistence  and  comfort  while  in  the  service ;  and 
this  Colony  will  be  always  ready,  with  respect  to  that  and 
all  other  matters,  to  acquiesce  in  and  obey  the  resolutions 
of  the  Continental  Congress. 

In  beiialf  of  the  Committee,  I  am,  with  great  esteem, 
yours,  Stc. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY  TO    COL.  BEDEL. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  November  18,  1775. 
Sir:  Last  evening  Mr.  Grant  arrived  here  with  your 
letter  of  the  2d  instant,  containing  the  agreeable  news  of 
the  surrender  of  St.  John's,  &.c.     We  are  very  sensible 
that  your  men,  without  some  assistance,  must  suffer  from 
the  cold,  in  so  severe  a  climate,  and  are  anxious  to  do 
every  thing  in  our  power  for  their  rehef.     From  the  very 
circumstance  of  their  being  ordered  to  join  General  Schuy- 
ler's Army,  we  supposed  they  were  to  be  considered  as 
Continental  troops,  and  therefore  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  them  by  the  Congress  of  this  Colony.     You  say 
paper  money  will  not  pass  there;  no  other  can  be  procured 
here  on  any  terms.     There  is  a  small  sum  of  silver  and 
gold  in  our  treasury,  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
ammunition  beyond  sea,  out  of  which  we  have  put  into 
the  hands  of  Israel  Morey,  Esq.,  three  hundred   pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  be  by  hira  transmitted  for  the  benefit  of 
the  troops   put  under  your  command  by  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony,  as  he  shall  judge  most  safe  and  convenient ; 
which  we  hope  they  will  lay  out  for  such  clothing  as  is 
most  necessary  for  them,  and  that  you  will  endeavour  to 
prevent  their  expending  it  unnecessarily,  more  especially  as 
it  is  all  of  the  kind  that  they  can  possibly  be  supplied  with 
from  hence.     We  have  wrote  to  Generals  Schuyler  and 
Montgomery  on  the  subject  of  supplies  and  pay  for  your 
men,  and  desired  them  to  assist  you  in  every  thing  neces- 
sary to  make  your  companies  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

Hoping,  ere  this  reaches  you,  comfortable  habitations  may 
be  your  lot,  and  that  all  your  efforts  for  the  good  of  the 
country  may  be  crowned  with  happy  success;  that  you 
may,  in  due  time,  safely  return  to  your  friends  and  fami- 
lies with  the  laurels  of  victory,  and  be  well  rewarded  for 
your  services  and  sufferings  by  your  countryrnenj^  is  the 
desire  of  your  most  obedient  servants. 

COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    DELEGATES 
IN  CONGRESS. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  November  21,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Committee  of  Supplies,  and  others 
concerned  in  supplying  and  paying  our  troops,  have  not, 
as  yet,  been  able  to  close  their  accounts  in  such  a  manner 
as  that  we  could  make  out  the  Colony  accounts  against 


the  Continent,  but  have  proceeded  so  far  as  to  be  sure  that 
supplying  and  paying  our  troops  to  the  4th  of  August, 
with  what  we  advanced  to  those  gone  in  Colonel -(4nioWi 
detachment,  and  those  now  in  Canada  under  the  command 
of  General  Schuyler,  will  amount  to  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  pounds,  lawful  money.  To  avoid  the  necessity 
of  emitting  more  paper  luoney  for  our  own  internal  charges, 
we  desire" you  would  request  the  honourable  Congress  to 
make  a  grant  of  such  a  part  of  the  aforesaid  sum  as  they 
shall  see  fit,  and  our  accounts  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon 
as  a  settlement  can  be  made  with  the  persons  who  have 
transacted  the  business.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony,  directed  by  our  Con- 
gress to  he  taken  by  the  several  and  respective  Selectmen, 
and  returned  under  oath,  has  cheerfully  been  complied 
with,  and  we  send  you  enclosed  the  list  as  returned,  ex- 
cept those  where  only  the  columns  of  the  sum  total  are 
filled  up,  which  not  he'ing  returned,  we  have  set  down  by 
the  best  information  we  could  obtain,  and  are  confident  we 
have  done  it  very  near  the  true  number;  however,  shall 
forward  those  wanting  whenever  they  come  to  hand,  (which 
we  daily  expect,)  so  that  the  whole  may  be  completed 
by  the  Selectmen's  returns. 

The  towns  which  did  not  return  their  numbers  were  filled 
up  in  the  list  sent  the  Continental  Congress,  as  follows^ 


Newcastle,  - 
Kensington, 
Allenstown, 
Dover,   -     - 
Sanhomton, 
Moult  onboroug 
Tamworth,  - 
Hanover,     - 
Lyman,  -     - 
Grafton, 
Apthorp,     - 
IVentworth, 
Warren, 
Amherst,     - 


530  Goffestown, 
820  Salisbury,-     - 
150  Dunbarton,      - 
1,614  Hillsborough, - 
350  Lyndeborough, 
350  Raby,  -     -     - 
115  Society  Land, 
380  Hindsdale, 
40   Charlestown,  - 
50  Acworth,  -     - 
15  Jaffrey,      -     - 
60  Fitzwilliam,   - 
60  Lempster,  -     - 
■  1,410 


520 
220 
490 
180 
615 
320 
220 
70 
710 
110 
175 
250 
155 


CAPTAIN    THOMPSON    TO    PORTSMOUTH    (nEW-HAMPSHIBe) 

committee. 

November  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  made  a  return  to  you  some  time  ago  of 
the  fire-rafts  which  were  then  finished,  and  thought  some 
one  would  be  appointed  to  take  care  of  them.  1  find  no 
one  has  been  appointed.  I  therefore  repeat  it  is  necessary 
proper  persons  should  be  appointed,  as  some  of  them  were 
much  damaged  in  the  late  storm.  1  have  attended  and 
put  them  in  order  again,  and  now  return,  fit  for  immediate 
use,  twelve  rafts ;  likewise  return,  unfit  for  service,  two  from 
Durham,  two  from  Greenland.  The  people  I  employed 
were  caulkers,  whose  wages  are  very  high.  I  have  there- 
fore thought  fit  to  discharge  them.  Now,  as  those  rafts 
are  thought  things  of  some  consequence,  it  is  necessary  to 
give  thein  in  charge  of  the  proper  officers,  in  order  to  clear 
the  Committee  arid  myself  of  any  hurt  that  may  come  to 
them  hereafter.  A  sentry  ought  to  be  placed  over  them, 
as  evil  minded  persons  might  easily  destroy  them.  1  put 
a  roof  over  one,  but  have  been  obliged  to  take  it  off  again, 
as  it  overset  the  raft,  and  twisted  it  to  pieces.  I  should 
recommend,  if  they  are  not  used  before  winter,  to  provide 
a  warehouse  to  unload  them  all,  and  house  the  wood,  Sic, 
and  lay  the  rafts  in  some  safe  place,  as  I  think  it  would  be 
much  preferable  to  roofing  them.  But  if  you  intend  they 
should  be  covered,  it  is  necessary  that  it  be  inmiediately 
set  about ;  of  that  you  and  the  proper  officers  will  judge. 
I  hope  the  proceedings  hereto  will  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, and  I  beg  from  hence  the  rafts  will  be  considered 
entirely  out  of  my  charge. 

1  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  Thompson. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Town  of  Portsmouth. 

JOSIAH  BARTLETT  TO  THE  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF 

SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  November  27,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  in  great  haste  when  I  sealed  my 
last  letter  to  you,  I  inadvertently  omitted  the  enclosed  let- 
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ter  from  tlie  agents,  nor  was  I  sensible  of  the  omission  till 
I  found  it  among  my  papers  last  Saturday.  The  enclosed 
resolves  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  transmit  to  you. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  informed  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  our  publick  affairs.  I  think  that  a  particular 
knowledge  of  them  would  often  be  of  very  great  advan- 
tage. But  as  I  now  hope  I  shall  set  out  for  New-Hamp- 
shire in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  I  expect  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  hear  from  you  after  you  receive  this  till  my  return, 
unless,  contrary  to  my  present  hopes,  I  shall  be  detained 
here  for  the  winter. 

1  am,  Gentlemen,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

JosiAH  Bartlett. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  New-Hampshire. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN   TO  THE   NEW-HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

Winter.Hill,  November  29,  1775. 
Dear  Sirs  :  General  Washington  has  sent  to  New- 
Hampshire  for  thirty-one  companies,  to  take  possession 
of  and  defend  our  lines,  in  room  of  the  Connecticut  forces, 
who  most  scandalously  refuse  to  tarry  to  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary. I  must  tlierefore  entreat  your  utmost  exertions  to 
forward  the  raising  these  companies,  lest  the  enemy  should 
take  advantage  of  their  absence,  and  force  our  lines.  As 
the  Connecticut  forces  will,  at  all  events,  leave  us  on  or 
before  tlie  lOih  of  next  month,  pray  call  upon  every  true 
friend  to  his  country  to  assist  with  heart  and  band  in  rais- 
ing and  sending  forward  those  companies  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Gentlemen  I  am,  in  extreme  haste,  your  most  obedient 


servant. 


John  Sullivan. 


To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  Exeter. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  THE    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

Winter.Hill,  November  30,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  Since  I  saw  you  last,  I  find  that  Geors^e 
Jaffrey,  Esq.,  has  assisted  much  in  fixing  the  works  to  de- 
fend our  harbour.  That  being  the  case,  I  am  clearly  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  not  in  justice  to  be  deemed  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  or  treated  as  such.  I  therefore  consent  that 
he  remain  at  his  own  house  in  Portsmouth,  if  agreeable 
to  you;  and  am,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 


Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 


John  Sullivan, 


GENERAL   SULLIVAN    TO  THE  NEW-HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

Winter.Hill,  November  30,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  have,  by  command  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  to  inform  you,  that  the  Connecticut 
forces  (deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  their  own  as  well  as  all 
other  officers,  and  regardless  of  the  contempt  with  which 
their  own  Government  threatens  to  treat  them  upon  their  re- 
turn) have  absolutely  refused  to  tarry  till  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, but  will  quit  the  lines  on  the  6th  of  December.  They 
have  deceived  us  and  their  officers,  by  pretending  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  with  them,  till  they  have  got  so  near 
the  close  of  their  term,  and  now,  to  their  eternal  infamy, 
demand  a  bounty  to  induce  them  to  tarry  only  the  three 
weeks.  This  is  such  an  insult  to  every  American,  that 
we  are  determined  to  release  them,  at  the  expiration  of 
their  term,  at  all  liazards,  and  find  ourselves  obliged  imme- 
diately to  supply  their  place  with  troops  from  New-Hatnp- 
shire  and  Massachusetts-Bay.  The  number  required  from 
you  is  thirty-one  companies  of  sixty-four  men  in  a  com- 
pany, including  a  captain,  two  subalterns,  three  sergeants, 
and  three  corporals,  which  makes  fifty-five  privates  each. 
The  whole  number,  officers  and  men,  amounts  to  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  eighty-four.  The  terms  of  their 
enlistment  are  as  follows:  Each  company  to  march  as 
soon  as  full ;  they  are  to  be  provided  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  each  a  good  blanket.  To  prevent  any  difficulty 
in  passing  muster  here,  if  they  are  mustered  by  such  per- 
son or  persons  as  you  may  appoint  there  will  be  no  ne- 
cessity of  their  being  mustered  here,  nor  will  it  be  done. 


Their  pay  is  to  commence  on  the  day  they  march,  and 
from  that  time  they  are  to  receive  the  price  of  their  rations 
in  cash.  They  are  therefore  to  take  provisions  to  last  them 
on  the  road.  In  case  any  or  the  whole  of  them  could  not 
do  tbis,  if  the  Province  or  the  several  towns  will  supply 
them,  the  accounts,  together  with  what  you  may  be  at  in 
raising  them,  will  be  instantly  paid.  They  are  to  serve  to 
the  15th  of  January,  if  required.  Their  pay  to  be  as  other 
Continental  troops.  No  field-officers  to  be  sent.  The 
captains  and  subalterns  to  be  appointed  and  commission- 
ed by  you  for  the  Continental  service,  and  the  soldiers  to 
engage  in  tbe  Continental  service,  under  the  command  of 
General  Washington,  for  the  term  aforesaid,  if  required. 
None  to  be  admitted,  unless  on  the  spot  by  the  10th  of 
December,  and  will  be  joyfully  received  as  much  sooner  as 
possible.     They  will  also  be  paid  for  their  return  home. 

The  above  are  the  terms,  and  I  earnestly  entreat  you, 
for  the  honour  of  New-Hampshire,  to  show  the  world  your 
attachment  to  the  noble  cause.  Let  the  worthless  sons  of 
Connecticut  know  that  the  other  Colonies  will  not  suffer 
our  lines  to  be  given  up,  or  our  country  destroyed,  nor  the 
sons  of  New-Hampshire  (like  those  parsimonious  wretches) 
want  to  be  bribed  into  the  preservation  of  their  liberties. 
I  hope  the  eager  speed  with  which  the  Neiv-Hampshire 
forces  will  march  to  take  possession  of  and  defend  our  lines, 
will  evince  to  the  world  their  love  of  liberty  and  regard  to 
their  country.  As  you  find  the  business  requires  much 
infinite  haste,  I  must  entreat  you  not  to  give  sleep  to  your 
eyes,  nor  slumber  to  your  eyelids,  till  the  troops  are  on 
their  march.  I  have  sent  Mr.  Sherburn,  who  will  wait 
your  commands,  and  forward  such  orders  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  give.  In  case  ammunition  cannot  be  had  for  all, 
we  must  contrive  to  supply  those  who  are  destitute  here. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  your  humble  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  The  troops  you  send  are  to  be  under  my  imme- 
diate command,  and  joined  to  my  brigade.  I  mentioned 
to  the  General  the  encouragement  you  gave  upon  the 
questions  I  proposed  to  you  by  his  order,  and  informed 
him  that  you  offered  to  send  those  men  already  raised,  in 
case  they  were  needed,  which  gave  him  great  pleasure. 
And  as  there  is  no  preparation  making  to  attack  you,  and 
the  season  is  so  far  advanced,  I  can  see  no  difficulty  in 
dismissing  them.  I  should  have  been  much  rejoiced  to 
have  had  Colonels  Wingate,  Burnham,  and  Hackctt  at 
their  head,  as  field-officers,  but  the  Committee  from  the 
Massachusetts  General  Court  and  the  Council  of  General 
Officers  have  determined  the  contrary.  It  would,  how- 
ever, give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  see  those  gentlemen 
preferring  the  interests  of  their  country  to  the  title  or  rank 
of  office,  and  each  of  them  lead  a  company  on  to  the  lines. 
This  would  so  much  add  to  the  exalted  opinion  I  already 
have  of  them,  that  1  should,  during  their  stay  here,  treat 
and  respect  them  as  officers  of  the  highest  rank. 

I  recommend  that  all  the  arms  in  the  store  at  Ports- 
mouth be  delivered  out,  and  if  Captain  2\irner  inclines  to 
come,  that  his  company  be  augmented  to  the  number  pro- 
posed, and  they  be  furnished  with  them.  As  this  is  merely 
a  Continental  matter,  you  need  not  wait  for  a  full  commit- 
tee ;  the  voice  of  two  or  three  will  be  sufficient,  though 
the  assistance  of  the  whole  may  possibly  be  necessary.  I 
promise,  in  behalf  of  General  Washington,  that  the  act  of 
any  number  will  be  deemed  valid,  and  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers received  and  paid  accordingly. 

N.  B.  The  soldiers  are  to  be  paid  off  the  moment  they 
are  discharged,  before  they  quit  the  ground.  J.  S. 

Copy  of  Enlistment  recommended. 

"We  hereby  enlist  ourselves  as  soldiers  to  serve  in  the 
Continental  Army,  under  the  command  of  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  until  the  15th  day  of  January  next, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  with  Captain  ....  being  the 
captain  appointed  over  us.  We  promise  obedience  to  all 
our  superior  officers,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations of  the  Continental  Army,  until  the  time  above- 
mentioned,  and  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty  shillings  per 
month  from  the  time  of  our  march  to  the  time  of  our  re- 
turn." 
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SOIITH.CAROUNA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

List  of  the  Members  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress 
of  South-Carolina,  begun  and  liolden  at  Chnrkstown,  on 
the  1st  day  of  November,  1775. 

For  Charlestown:  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney,  Roger 
Smith,  John  Edwards,  Peter  Leger,  Esqrs.,  lion.  H. 
Middle  ton,  Thomas  Corbel  t,  Daniel  Cannon,  George 
Abbot  Hall,  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun.,  Peter  Bouquet, 
Paul  Tovmsend,  Esqrs.,  Col.  Henry  Laurens,  Michael 
Kalteisen,  Peter  Bacot,  Thomas  Savage,  Esqrs.,  Col. 
Christopher  Gadsden,  John  Aeufville,  K  illiam  John- 
son, Arthur  Middleton,  Edward  Huiledge,  Esqrs.,  Peter 
Timothy,  Joseph  Verree,  Edward  ffeyman,  Cato  Ash, 
James  Brown,  Anthony  Toomer,  John  Berwick,  Alex- 
ander Gillon,  Robert  IV.  Powell,  Esqrs. 

For  Christ  Church  Parish:  John  Rutledge,  Clement 
Liempriere,  Am.  Vanderhorst,  Gabriel  Capers,  Isaac 
Legare,  John  Boone,  Esqrs. 

FoH  St.  John's,  Bkrkley  County:  Job  Marion,  Elias 
Ball,  Jun.,  Maurice  Simons,  James  Cordes,  Jun.,  John 
Cordes,  James  Ravenell,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Andrew's  :  Colonel  Thomas  Fuller,  William 
Scott,  Thomas  Bee,  William  Cattell,  Benjamin  Stone, 
Isaac  Rivers,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  George's,  Dorchester:  David  Oliphant, 
Benjamin  Waring,  John  Mathewes,  Richard  Waring, 
Richard  Walter,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  James's,  Goose-Creek  :  Colonel  Thomas  Ful- 
ler, John  Parker,  Benjamin  Smith,  John  Izard,  John 
Wright,  Thomas  Middleton,  (son  of  Henry,)  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis:  James  Akin,  John 
Huger,  William  Parker,  Isaac  Harleston,  Thomas 
Shubrick,  Joseph  Fogartie,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Paul's:  Thomas  Ferguson,  Benjamin  Elliott, 
Charles  Elliott,  Robert  Ladson,  George  Huig,  John 
McC^ueen,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Bartholomew's:  Hon.  R.  Lowndes,  Esq., 
Col.  James  Parsons,  William  Skirving,  Philip  Smith, 
James  Skirving,  Thomas  Osborn,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Helena:  Thomas  Rutledge,  John  Barnwell, 
Daniel  Heyward,  John  Joiner,  Esqrs.,  Colonel  William 
Moultrie,  Daniel  de  Saussure,  Esq. 

For  St.  James's,  Santee  :  Colonel  Daniel  Horry,  Paul 
Douisaint,  Thomas  Horry,  Thomas  Lynch,  Capers 
Boone,  Jacob  Molte,  Esqrs. 

For  Prince  George's,  Winyah:  Thomas  Lynch,  Elias 
Horry,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Huger,  Joseph  Altston,  Paul 
Trapier,  Jun.,  Benjamin  You)ig,  Esqrs. 

FoK  Prince  Frederick's  :  Theo.  Gaillard,Jun.,  Thomas 
Port,  Anthony  While,  Benjamin  Screven,  Arch.  Mc- 
Donald, John  James,  Sen.,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  John's,  Colleton  County:  William  Gibbes, 
Charles  C.  Pinckney,  Thomas  Evance,  Thos.  Tucker, 
Benjamin  Jenkins,  Ralph  Izard,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Peter's  :  Colonel  Stephen  Bull,  W.  Williamson, 
Gideon  Dupont,  Thomas  Middleton,  (son  of  William,) 
Philotheos  Chiffelle,  William  Brisbane,  Esqrs. 

For  Prince  William's  :  Col.  Benjamin  Garden,  Col. 
Isaac  Motte,  John  Bull,  William  Bull,  Isaac  Macpher- 
so»,  William  Harden,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Stephen's  :  John  Gaillard,  Philip  Porcher, 
Peter  Sinckler,  Charles  Cantey,  Hezekiah  Maham, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Esqrs. 

For  the  District  Eastward  of  Wateree  River: 
Col.  Richard  Richardson,  Joseph  Kcrshaxo,  Matthew 
Singleton,  Thomas  Sumpter,  Aaron  Loocock,  W.  Rich- 
ardson, George  Douglass,  Esqrs.,  Rev.  William  Ten- 
nent,  James  Bradley,  William  Mnssey,  Esqrs. 

For  Ninety-Six  District:  Colonel  .lames  Mayson,  And. 
Williamson,  Le  Roy  Hammond,  Patrick  Calhoun, 
Esqrs.,  Colonel  John  Lewis  Gervais,  Richard  Rnpley, 
Francis  Salvador,  Esqrs.,  Colonel  Champness  Terry, 
Rev.  John  Harris,  William  Moore,  Esq. 

For  Saxe-Gotha  District:  Hon.  W.  H.  Drayton, 
Benjamin  Farrar,  William  Arlhar,  Henry  Patrick, 
Ralph  Humphries,  Jacob  Richmond,  Esqrs. 

For  the  District  between  Buoad  and  Saluda  Rivers: 
Colonel  .lohn  Thomas,  Colonel  WiViam  Wnfford,  Mi- 
chael Leitner,  Esq.,  Colonel  John  Lisle,  Wiltiam  Hen- 
derson, Jonas  Beard,  John  Prince,  Esqrs. 


For  the  District  between  Broad  and  Catawba  Ri- 
vers :  John  Winn,  John  Nixon,  William  Lang,  William 
Barrow,  Hilliam  Howell,  William  Lee,  Thomas  Tay- 
lor, John  Turner,  William  Strother,  Henry  Hunter, 
Esqrs. 

For  the  New  Acquisition  :  William  Byers,  James  Car- 
son, Robert  McAfee,  Joseph  Hoive,  William  McCul- 
loch,  John  Howe,  Francis  Adams,  Thomas  Neel,  Joseph 
Woods,  Samuel  Watson,  Francis  Ross,  Thomas  Janes, 
Alexander  Love,  Robert  Dickey,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  Matthew's:  Colonel  Tacitus  Gaillard,  Rev. 
Paul  TurquandfJohn  Caldwell,  Simon  Berwick,  Henry 
Felder,  William  Flood,  Esqrs. 

For  St.  David's:  Colonel  Geo.  Gab.  Powell,  Claudius 
Pegues,  H.  W.  Harrington,  Alex.  Mcintosh,  Samuel 
Wise,  Esqrs.,  Colonel  George  Pawley. 

For  the  District  between  Savannah  River  and  the 
North  Fork  of  Edisto:  James  Wilson,  Andrew  Cum- 
ming,  George  Robinson,  John  Sally,  John  Collins, 
James  Jones,  Esqrs. 

At  tlie  first  session  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress 
q{  South- Carolina,  begun  and  holden  at  the  State-House 
in  Charlestown,  on  Wednesday,  the  1st  of  November,  1775. 

The  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent, and  Peter  Timothy,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress 
be  returned  to  Colonel  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  the 
late  Congress,  for  his  unwearied  diligence,  application,  and 
merit  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Thanks  were  accordingly  returned  from  the  chair. 

The  names  of  the  Delegates  were  then  called  over. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Dennis  having  chosen  Isaac  Harleston,  Esq.,  one  of  iheir 
Representatives,  subsequent  to  the  general  election,  in  the 
room  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith,  who  had  been  chosen  at 
the  said  general  election,  and  had  declined  serving;  and  it 
appearing  that  the  said  election  of  Mr.  Harleston  was  pub- 
lickly  and  fairly  conducted,  the  Congress  approved  thereof, 
and  Mr.  Harleston  took  his  seat. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  for  the  Parish  of 
St.  Paul  be  desired  forthwith  to  summon  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  Parish,  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  at  the  usual 
place  of  election,  then  and  there  to  elect  a  Representative 
to  serve  in  the  present  Congress,  in  the  room  of  William 
Skirving,  Esq.,  who,  having  been  elected  in  the  Parishes 
of  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  Paul,  made  his  election  for 
the  former. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  John,  Berkeley  County,  be  desired  forthwith  to  sum- 
mon the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish,  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  ihe  usual  place  of  election,  then  and  there  to 
proceed  to  choose  a  Representative  to  serve  in  the  present 
Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edivard  Harleston,  Esq.,  de- 
ceased. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
iSV.  John,  Colleton  County,  be  desired  forthwith  to  sum- 
mon the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish,  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  the  usual  place  of  election,  then  and  there  to 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  Rejjresentative  to  serve  in  the 
present  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Legare,  Jun., 
Esq.,  who  has  declined  serving. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  James,  Sunlee,  be  desired  forthwith  to  summon  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  Parish  to  meet  at  the  usual  place  of 
election,  on  Wednesday,  the  15lh  instant,  {November,)  then 
and  there  to  elect  a  Repiesentaiive  to  serve  in  the  present 
Congress,  in  the  room  of  Edward  Jcrman  and  Jacob  Motte, 
Esqrs.,  who  were  returned  as  having  equal  votes. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  deliver  copies  of  the 
four  preceding  Resolves  to  the  Deputies  of  the  several 
Parishes  therein  respectively  mentioned,  that  the  elections 
thereby  ordered  may  be  proceeded  in  without  delay. 

Information  being  given  to  the  Congress,  that  Captain 
Robert  Cunningham,  charged  with  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors  against   the   liberties   of   America,   had    been 
taken  into  custody  and  brought  to  town  by  Captain  Ben- 
jamin Tail, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Tult  be  desired  to  attend  the 
Congress,  at  five  o'clock,  this  evening. 


29 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 


30 


Colonel  Laurens,  President  of  tlie  late  Congress,  de- 
livered all  the  Association  Papers  which  had  been  signed 
and  deposited  in  his  hands,  into  those  of  the  Hon.  William 
Henry  Drayton,  his  successor. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  1,  1775,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Captain  Tutt  attended  according  to  order,  and  related 
the  cause  and  manner  of  his  having  taken  and  brought 
Robert  Cunningham  to  Charlestown. 

An  Affidavit  of  Captain  John  Caldwell,  taken  before 
Richard  Rapley,  Esq.,  at  Ninety-Six,  October  23,  1775, 
which  justified  the  measure,  was  produced  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  returned 
to  Captain  Tutt  for  his  service;  and  also  to  the  several 
persons  who  accompanied  him. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  expenses  of  bringing  the  said 
Robert  Cunningham  to  town  be  defrayed  by  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Charles  Cotestvorih  Pinckney, 
Captain  William  Cattell,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ileyward,  Jun., 
be  a  Committee  to  collect  the  charges  against  Captain  Ro- 
bert Cunningham;  and  to  draw  up  a  state  of  his  offences 
against  the  peace  and  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Robert  Cunningham  be  forth- 
with brought  before  this  Conjjress. 

And  being  brought  before  the  Congress  accordingly,  and 
questioned  by  the  President,  he  replied :  "  That  he  could 
not  deny,  that  he  had  made  use  of  expressions  somewhat 
like  those  mentioned  in  Captain  Caldwell's  affidavit,  which 
had  just  been  read  to  him ;  that  he  believed  Captain  Cald- 
well had  not  perjured  himself;  and  that,  tliough  he  did  not 
consider  himself  as  bound  by  the  late  treaty  ni  Ninety- Six, 
yet  he  since  had  constantly  behaved  himself  as  peaceably 
as  any  man,  and  although  he  had  opinions,  he  had  not  ex- 
pressed them  but  when  asked." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  immediately  issue  his 
Warrant,  for  committing  the  said  Cunningham  to  safe  cus- 
tody, in  the  common  Jail  of  Charlestown. 

And  the  following  Warrant  was  accordingly  issued : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  South-Carolina, 

To  the  Sheriff  of  Charlestown  District,  or  his  Deputy;  or 

to  the  Keeper  of  the  Common  Jail  in  Charlestown. 

You  are  hereby  commanded  and  required  to  receive  into 
your  custody  in  the  common  jail,  and  there  safely  keep 
until  further  order,  the  body  of  Robert  Cunningham,  here- 
with sent  to  you,  charged  with  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors against  the  liberties  of  this  Colony;  and  for  so 
doing  this  is  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Charlestown,  this  1st 
day  oi  November,  1775. 

Qy  order  of  the  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Grimball,  Esq.,  the  Sheriff  of 
Charlestown  District,  be  summoned  to  attend  this  Con- 
gress immediately. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Grimball  attended  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sheriff  be  directed  to  afford  the  said 
Robert  Cunningham  every  reasonable  and  necessary  ac- 
commodation, at  the  publick  charge ;  but  that  he  do  not 
suffer  the  said  Cunningham  to  converse  or  correspond  with 
any  person  whatever,  or  to  have  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  or 
paper,  unless  by  express  leave  from  the  Congress,  or  au- 
thority derived  from  them. 

Read  a  Letter  from  tlie  Committee  at  Little  River,  dated 
23d  October,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Mr.  William  Par- 
ker, Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Elias  Horry,  Mr.  Trapicr,  Mr. 
Allston,  and  Mr.  Young. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  the  late  Council  of 
Safety  be  a  Committee  to  adjust  and  settle  all  outstanding 
accounts  against  the  publick ;  and  that  they  report  thereon 
to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney,  Colonel  Laurens, 
Colonel  Richardson,  Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, Colonel  Bull,  Captain  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Mr.  Harring- 
ton, Mr.  Kershaw,  and  Mr.  Cannon,  be  a  Committee  to 
report  upon  the  state  of  the  Colony  ;  and  the  proper  mea- 


sures which  ought  to  be  pursued  for  putting  the  same  into 
the  best  posture  of  defence;  and  that  the  said  Committee 
do  sit  without  loss  of  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  do 
report  to  this  Congress  a  state  of  the  Colony  Treasury. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  every  Member  who  attends 
the  service  of  the  publick  in  the  present  Congress,  be  en- 
titled to  receive,  during  such  attendance,  forty  Shillings 
currency,  per  diem,  upon  his  application  to  the  Treasurers, 
during  the  present  sitting,  or  within  three  days  thereafter. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colony  Treasurers  be  served  with  a 
copy  of  the  above  Resolution,  by  the  Secretary. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  November  2,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journals  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Colonel  Laurens  delivered  up  to  his  successor  in  the 
chair  all  the  Letters,  Papers,  Stc,  which  had  come  into  his 
hands,  as  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  General  Committee. 

Colonel  iaurens  also  delivered  in  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Edward  Thombrough,  Commander  of  His  Majesty's  Sloop 
Tamer,  whicii  he  found  at  his  house  last  night,  addressed 
to  himself,  and  therefore  opened,  but  found  to  be  of  a  pub- 
lick nature. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  Congress  be  required 
to  give  the  most  diligent  attendance  on  the  publick  business 
during  the  present  sitting  ;  and  that  no  Member  do  depart 
without  leave  from  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  the  late  Congress,  that  no 
Member  speak  more  than  twice  in  any  debate  upon  one 
point,  without  leave,  be  strictly  observed. 

Read  the  Letter  from  Capt.  Thombrough,  dated  "  from 
on  board  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Tamer,  1st  November,  1775." 

"  From  on  board  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Tamer,  ) 
November  1,  1775.       I 

"Sir:  The  many  unprovoked  insults  the  King's  servants 
in  this  Province  have  received,  from  those  Assemblies  who 
have  had  the  hardiness  to  assume  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment, are  too  numerous  and  too  well  known  to  make  it 
necessary  for  me  to  mention  them.  I  will  confine  myself 
entirely  to  what  relates  to  my  own  department  and  the  trust 
reposed  in  me. 

"  I  therefore  address  you,  sir,  as  a  principal  actor  in  the 
measures  now  adopted,  and  desire  you  will  acquaint  your 
associates,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern,  that  if  His 
Majesty's  agents  in  Charlestown  are  not  permitted,  re- 
gularly and  without  molestation,  to  supply  the  King's  ships 
Tamer  and  Cherokee,  under  my  command,  with  such  pro- 
visions as  I  think  necessary  to  demand,  i  am  determined, 
from  this  day,  not  to  suffer  any  vessel  to  enter  into,  or  de- 
part from  Charlestown,  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  prevent. 
The  bearer  of  this,  is  owner  of  a  vessel,  who  has  unload- 
ed materials  at  the  King's  fort,  which  is  now  held  in  con- 
tempt and  defiance  of  His  Majesty's  authority;  and  what- 
ever pretexts  this  man  may  use  to  colour  his  disloyalty,  I 
never  will  suffer  his  vessel  to  depart,  till  Walker,  the  gun- 
ner of  the  King's  fort,  now  a  prisoner  at  the  barracks,  and 
who  I  look  upon  as  under  my  protection,  is  sent  on  board 
the  Tamer.  Savages  ought  to  blush  at  the  return  the 
King's  servants  have  received  for  their  humanity  to  one 
of  the  most  infamous  and  most  ungrateful  of  villains,  in 
whose  service  this  poor  man  has  served. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
"  Edward  Thobnbrouch. 
"  To  Henry  Laurens,  Esquire. 

"N.  B.  I  desire  an  immediate  and  explicit  answer." 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Wanton  be  summoned  to  attend 
this  Congress  immediately. 

He  attended  accordingly ;  and  gave  a  very  circumstan- 
cial  account  of  his  detention  by  the  man-of-war,  his  being 
sent  away  (ov  St.  Augustine,  the  putting  of  George  Walker, 
late  Gunner  of  Fort  Johnson,  (a  prisoner,  and  on  his  pa- 
role to  Colonel  Moultrie,)  on  board  his  vessel,  and  the 
landing  of  the  said  Walker  in  Georgia, 

The  Secretary  delivered  in  a  Return  from  Thomas  Grim- 
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ball,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  Charkstown  District ;  ami  also  a  Let- 
ter from  Edward  Martin,  Esq.,  Sherili'  of  Cieorgelown 
District;  which  he  liad  received,  in  consequence  of  the 
circular  Letter  by  him  vvritien  to  all  the  Sherifis,  on  the 
25th  ult.,  by  oriler  of  the  General  Coniuiiiiee. 

Mr.  Kershaw  from  the  Coniiuittee  to  state  to  this  Con- 
gress a  proper  reconii)ense  to  be  given  to  Capt.  Tutt,  &,c., 
reported.     Wiiereupon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  Pounds  currency  be  paid  to  tiie  said  Captain  Tutt,  to 
be  distributed,  as  liullows,  viz:  three  hundred  Pounds  to 
himself  (out  of  which  all  expenses  incurred  to  be  delrayed,) 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  to  Lieutenant  Robert  Bry- 
ant;  and  seventy-live  Pounds  to  each  of  the  following 
Privates,  viz:  James  Coursey,  Joseph  Reed,  Ezekiel  ^Vil- 
iiams,  Richard  Tutt,  and  Richard  Duggctt ;  and  that  a 
handsome  scymilar  be  also  purcliased  and  presented  to 
Captain  Tutt. 

An  order  was  accordingly  drawn  upon  the  Treasury  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  Iwenty- 
five  Pounds  to  Captain  Tutt ;  and  he  was  at  the  same  lime 
presented  with  a  scymitar. 

Upon  an  application  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Cunningham,  that 
he  n)ight  be  penuitted  to  write  a  Letter,  and  that  he  might 
obtain  certain  necessaries,  the  following  Order  was  drawn, 
viz : 
To  the  Sheriff  of  C'harlcstown  District,  or  his  Deputy,  or 

to  the  Keeper  of  the  Common  Jail  in  Churlestown. 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  admit  Captain  Tutt  and 
Mr.  Gervais  to  converse  with  the  prisoner  Robert  Cun- 
ningham ;  in  order  that  the  said  Cunningham  may  write  a 
letter,  (o  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Tutt  and  Mr.  Gervais. 
You  are  also  required  to  permit  Mr.  Gcrvois  to  (urnish 
Mr.  Robert  Cunningham  with  such  linen  and  cash  as  Mr. 
Gervais  shall  think  proper. 

By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

VVij^liam  Hknry  Drayton,  President. 

In  Congress,  Soutli-C.irolinii, 

Cliiirlestown,  Novembor  2,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  pre|)nre  an 
answer  to  Ca|)tain  Thornbrough's  Letter,  and  lay  the  same 
before  the  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Ill  Congress,  Friday,  November  3,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journals  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  George  Douglas,  vvho  had  been  elected  a  Provi- 
sional Representative  for  the  District  eastward  of  Wateree, 
in  case  Captain  Robert  Futton  should  not  serve  for  that 
District,  attended  the  Congress;  and  Cajjiain  Pulton  being 
sick,  Mr.  Douglas  was  ordered  to  take  liis  seat  in  the  room 
of  said  Patton. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  during  the  present  sitting  of 
this  Congress  the  doors  be  kept  shut. 

A  new  Return  of  Delegates  for  the  New-Acquisition 
was  this  day  made,  whereby  Captain  ffilliam  Byers,  Mr. 
ffilliam  McCutloch,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Watson,  Mr.  James 
Carson,  Mr.  John  Howe,  Captain  Francis  Ross,  Captain 
Robert  McAfee,  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  .Tones, 
and  Captain  Ezekiel  Polk,  were  declared  duly  elected  ; 
and  it  appearing,  upon  in(|uiry,  that  the  gentlemen  formerly 
returned  for  that  District  had  been  chosen  by  an  inferior 
number  of  inhabitants,  and  not  by  a  general  ballot,  the 
Congress,  to  prevent  any  complaints  which  might  arise 
from  a  diiTerent  determination,  in  the  present  instance. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Members  named  in  both  J^e- 
turns  for  the  New- Acquisition,  may  take  their  seats  in  the 
present  Congress. 

But,  in  order  to  prevent  future  irregularities  of  this  sort, 
they,  at  the  same  time, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Tcnnent,  Captain  William  Cattell,  Mr.  Bee.  and  Cap- 
tain Charles  Cotcsworth  Pinrkncy,  be  a  Conniiiitee  lo  |)re- 
pare  a  Resolution  to  he  laid  before  this  Connres."!,  for  re<'u- 
iating  all  liiiure  elections  of  Members  ol  Congress,  and 
Parochial  and  District  Commiliees. 

Mr.  Ncufnllc,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colony 


Treasury,  laid  before  the  Congress  the  following  account 
of  Moneys  which  they  had  paid,  viz: 

"  For  the  Regiments  of  Foot,  -         -  £123,041  lis.  Id. 
"  For  the  Regiment  of  Rangers,         -       32,677     0  10 
"  For  Contingencies,        -         -         .       42,669     5     7 


"2078  barrels  Rice,£32,0 12  19  0 

"  330  barrels  Flour,      3,754  2  4 

"  Indian  affairs,                 680  16  4 

"Mess.  Dunn  ScBoote,    300  0  0 


£198,387  18«.  Orf. 
36,747  17     8 

£235,135  15s.  Sd. 


''Nov.  3,  1775." 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  William  Tennent,Ca\n.  William 
Cattell,  and  .Mr.  Salvador,  be  a  Cominiltee  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  o(  John  Dunn,  Esq.,  since  his  enlargement  on 
his  parole. 

Mr.  President  reported  the  draught  of  an  answer,  which 
he  had  been  desired  to  prepare,  to  Captain  Thornbrough's 
Letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

And  the  said  draught  being  taken  into  immediate  con- 
sideration, was  amended,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

In  Congress,  Cliarlostown,  South-Carolina,  ) 
Nuvoinber  3,  1775.      \ 

Sir:  Colonel  Laurens,  the  late  President,  yesterday 
laid  before  us  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant.  Before  we 
make  any  answer  to  it,  we  must  intimate  to  you,  that  as, 
by  your  verbal  answer  to  a  publick  messenger,  who  carried 
you  a  letter,  dated  28th  ultimo,  from  Colonel  Laurens,  as 
President,  you  promised  a  written  answer  to  that  letter, 
relative  to  an  ini'ormation  received,  that  a  runaway  negro, 
the  property  of  John  Allen  Walter,  Esq.,  was  harboured 
on  boaid  the  sloop-of-war  under  your  command  ;  so  your 
unexpected  silence  on  this  head,  at  once  is  a  bleach  of  the 
rides  of  propriety,  and  a  negative  confession,  that  the  negro, 
if  not  on  board  the  Tamer,  is  actually  harbored  on  board 
the  Cherokee,  the  residence  of  Lord  William  Campbell,  or 
some  other  vessel  under  your  conmiand. 

The  jiublick,  sir,  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  arbi- 
trary and  irritalins  style  peculiar  to  Lord  William  Camp- 
bell's secretary,  for  us  to  have  the  least  room  to  imagine, 
that  you  ate  the  framer  of  the  letter  you  sent  to  Colonel 
Laurens,  dated  Isl  instant.  However,  we  cannot  but  de- 
clare, that  we  know  of  no  "  unprovoked  insults"  the  King's 
servants  have  received  Horn  any  assembly  by  authority  of 
the  people ;  and  we  wish  we  could  say  that  the  conduct 
of  the  King's  principal  servant  hath  not  made  him  an  ob- 
ject of  the  just  resentment  of  the  publick.  Having  declared 
these  things,  it  may  not  be  improper  that  we  just  hint  to 
you,  that  we  are  not  destitute  of  means  enabling  us  to  lake 
vengeance  for  any  violence  you  may  think  proper  to  per- 
petrate against  the  shipping  bound  to,  or  out  from  this 
port. 

You  ought,  sir,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  to  have  been 
well  assured,  that  Walker,  the  late  gunner,  is  a  prisoner  at 
the  barracks,  before  you  in  absolute  terms  declared  that 
he  is  "  now  a  prisoner"  there,  and  threatened  lo  detain  a 
coasting  vessel  until  he  should  be  thence  discharged  and 
sent  on  board  the  Tamer.  We  declare  that  Walker  is  not 
in  confinement  at  the  barracks,  and  has  not  been  in  con- 
finement thei'e  since  his  discharge  from  thence  on  his  pa- 
role several  weeks  ago.  We  do  not  know  wiiere  he  is ; 
but  from  the  strictest  inquiry  we  have  been  able  to  make, 
we  have  no  reason  to  think  he  is  within  this  (Colony.  On 
the  contrary,  we  learn  that  Lord  William  Campbell  des- 
patched him  (and  that  you  are  privy  to  his  departure)  to 
St.  Augustine,  with  a  letter,  as  Walker  himself  has  de- 
clared, to  desire  that  a  military  force  might  be  sent  against 
the  good  people  of  this  Colony.  Walker  was  lauded  at 
Savannah,  and  we  have  not  heard  of  him  since. 

By  the  last  sentence  in  your  letter  we  find  you  have 
been  deceived  into  a  belief  that  Lord  fVilliam  Campbell 
showed  great  humanity  to  Captain  IVantoii,  of  Rhode-Is- 
land, vvho  unfortunately  fill  into  his  hands,  and  that  it  was 
bona  fide  Captain  Wanton's  interest  to  employ  Walker  nn 
board  his  vessel.  W^e  have  strictly  inquired  of  Captain 
Wanton  touching  these  points,  and  from  this  examination 
we  are  able  to  say,  that  ii  Lord  l\  illiam  Campbell's  i\ii- 
claration  to  Captain  Wanton,  that  his  vessel  was  seized 
under  a  late  act  of  I'arliament,  and  his  sending  the  Cap- 
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tain,  his  crew  and  vessel  to  proceed  to  St.  Augustine, 
under  an  armed  force  on  board,  in  order  there  to  be  con- 
demned, are  acts  of  humanity  ;  it  was  certainly  "  ungrate- 
ful" in  the  Captain  and  crew,  on  the  passage,  to  overpower 
the  armed  force,  and  to  rescue  the  vessel  from  an  arbitrary 
seizure ;  but  as  Walker  was,  by  Lord  fVilliam  Campbell, 
armed,  and  contrary  to  the  interest  of  Captain  Wanton,  put 
on  board  his  vessel  to  command,  and  to  conduct  her  to  St. 
Augustine,  and  for  the  purpose  of  condemnation  too,  we 
cannot  understand,  that  in  the  execution  of  such  a  busi- 
ness, he  was  in  the  service  of  Captain  Wanton;  or  that 
Captain  Wanton  was  guilty  of  any  impropriety  in  getting 
rid  of  him  as  soon  as  he  could  by  landing  him  at  Sa- 
vannah. 

These  things,  sir,  having  the  greatest  appearance  of 
being  facts,  the  most  positive  declarations  to  the  contrary, 
short  of  absolute  proof,  from  on  board  the  Cherokee,  will 
not  alter  our  determination,  or  the  opinion  of  the  publick  on 
those  points. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 
To   Edivard  Thombrough,   Commander   of  the    Tamer 

Sloop-of-War. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  immediately  engrossed ; 
and  that  Mr.  President  do  sign  the  same,  and  send  it  by 
the  Messenger,  to  Captain  Thombrough. 

And  the  said  Letter  was  accordingly  engrossed,  signed, 
and  sent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Co- 
lony have  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers  and  records ; 
and  that  Colonel  Moultrie,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun., 
Esq.,  be  added  to  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parishes  of 
St.  Fhilijj  and  St.  Michael,  Charlestown,  be  desired  forth- 
with to  summon  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  to  meet 
in  St.  Michael's  Church,  on  Wednesday  next,  the  8ih  inst., 
then  and  there  to  elect  two  Representatives,  to  serve  in  the 
present  Congress,  in  the  room  of  George  Gabriel  Powell, 
Esq.,  who  has  made  his  election  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Da- 
vid, and  of  Sir  Edmund  Head,  Bart.,  who  has  declined 
serving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  serve  the  said  Church- 
wardens with  a  copy  of  the  above  order. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  November  4,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  reported,  that  the  Letter  which  was  writ- 
ten yesterday  evening  to  Captain  Thombrough  had  been 
delivered  by  the  messenger  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  last  night;  and  that  Captain  Thombrough  said  "it 
was  too  late  to  send  an  answer;  but  he  would  send  one 
when  he  had  a  proper  opportunity." 

On  motion,  That  the  Congress  be  informed  why  they 
were  called  on  so  early  a  day : 

Read  a  Letter  to  our  Delegates  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, by  the  Council  of  Safety,  dated  September  18,  1775, 

Mr.  Dart,  Paymaster  to  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot, 
and  Mr.  Evance,  Paymaster  to  the  Second  Regiment, 
applying,  the  former  for  Three  Thousand  Five  Hundred 
Pounds,  and  the  latter  for  Three  Thousand  Pounds  to  pay 
the  Troops  ; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrants  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  sums. 

And  Warrants  were  issued  accordingly. 

Captain  Polk,  having  informed  the  Congress  that  his 
Company  of  Militia  Rangers  had,  according  to  order, 
repaired  to  Dorchester,  likewise  applied  for  Pay,  and  for 
further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  payment  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds  to  Captain  Polk, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Company. 

A  Warrant  was  accordingly  issued  for  that  sum. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  write  to  the 
officer  conmianding  at  Dorchester,  to  take  the  command  of 
Captain  Polk's  Company  of  ftliliiia  Rangers;  and  that 
they  do  duly  there  until  the  further  order  of  the  Congress 
therein. 
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Whereupon  the  following  Letter  was  written  : 

In  Congrees,  Charlestown,  November  4,  1775. 

Sin  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  under  your  com- 
mand Captain  Polk's  Company  of  Militia  Rangers,  until 
further  orders  therein. 

By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Dorchester. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  late  Committee  of  Observation  be 
revived,  and  continued  during  the  sitting  of  the  Congress: 
And  that  the  Chairman  thereof  be  authorized  to  give  per- 
mits, when  applied  to  for  that  purpose,  for  Boats  and  Ves- 
sels to  pass  Fort  Johnson,  in  all  cases  where  it  may  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commander  at  Fort  Johnson  be 
served  with  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolve. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Letters,  and  verbal  mes- 
sage be  printed  and  made  publick:  a  Letter  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  of  the  28ih  ult.,  to  Captain  Thombrough; 
Captain  Thornbrough'.i  verbal  answer,  by  Mr.  John  Cal- 
vert;  Captain  Thombrough' s  Letter  of  the  3d  instant,  to 
Henry  Laurens,  Esq.;  and  a  Letter  from  this  Congress 
of  the  3d  instant,  to  Captain  Thombrough. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Pilot  Boats  lately  taken  into  the 
publick  service  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  be  continued  in 
the  service,  armed  and  manned  as  heretofore  ;  and  that  they 
be  employed  in  cruizing  along  the  coast,  to  the  northward 
of  the  Bar,  to  warn  vessels  against  coming  into  the  har- 
bour of  Charlestown,  and  to  advise  them  to  go  into  other 
ports  or  inlets  in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  write  the 
necessary  Letters  upon  this  occasion,  to  Colonel  Moultrie, 
and  to  the  Commander  of  the  said  Boats. 

The  following  Letters  were  accordingly  written: 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  4, 1775. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  send  a  detachment  of 
nine  privates  and  a  sergeant  on  board  the  pilot  boat  com- 
manded by  Captain  Joseph  Vesey,  and  one  other  detach- 
ment of  nine  privates  and  a  sergeant,  on  board  the  pilot 
boat  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas  Smith,  with  their 
necessary  arms  and  accoutrements.  You  will  inform  the 
troops  employed  in  this  service  that  during  their  continu- 
ance in  it  they  will  be  entitled  to  receive  double  pay. 

By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President, 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  4,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  proceed  with  the 
pilot  boat  under  your  command,  having  on  board  a  detach- 
ment of  the  troops,  and  cruize  for  ten  days  on  the  coast, 
to  the  northward  of  Charlestown  bar,  in  order  to  speak 
with  and  warn  all  vessels  bound  for  Charlestown,  not  to 
come  over  that  bar,  as  the  man-of-war  is  resolved  to  detain 
all  such  vessels  as  shall  come  within  her  reach  ;  but  that  they 
do  proceed  to  some  other  port  or  inlet  in  this  Colony. 

By  order  of  the  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayto.v,  President. 
To  Captain  Joseph  Vesey. 

A  like  Letter  was  also  written  to  Captain  Thomas  Smith, 
commander  of  the  other  pilot  boat. 

On  motion.  That  the  Journals  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
and  General  Committee,  since  the  adjournment  of  the  late 
Congress,  be  now  read, 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was 

Resolved,  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  Journals  were  accordingly  read,  beginning  at 
the  I6th  of  June  last,  and  proceeded  in  so  far  as  to  the  23d, 
page  13. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Saturday  evening,  November  4,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Thombrough,  of  this  date,  was 
laid  before  the  Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Thombrough' s  IjCtter  of  this 
date,  together  with  the  extract  therein  referred  to,  be  print- 
ed and  made  publick,  with  the  other  correspondence  already 
ordered. 
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•'  Tamer,  Rebellion  Road,  November  4,  1775. 

"  Sir:  Without  the  aid  of  any  secretary,  armed  as  I  am 
with  truth,  I  can  enter  the  lists  even  with  Mr.  H'iltiam 
Henry  Drayton,  when  his  weapons  are  sophistry,  false- 
hood, and  the  grossest  misrepresentation.  On  after  consi- 
deration, 1  did  not  think  Mr.  Liourens's  letter  worthy  a 
written  answer,  as  1  never  directly  or  indirectly  harbored 
the  runaway  slave  of  any  person,  and  1  will  answer  for  the 
gentleman  who  commands  the  Cherokee,  that  his  conduct 
has  been  exactly  similar  to  mine  in  these  matters.  It  is 
not  my  business  to  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  treatment 
the  King's  representative  and  the  other  servants  of  Go- 
vernment have  met  with  from  those  assemblies  which  you 
have  dignified  with  the  name  of  the  publick;  but  I  have 
prevailed  on  His  Excellency  to  favour  me  with  an  extract 
of  his  letter  to  Governor  Tonyn,  at  St.  Augustine,  which 
1  now  enclose,  as  it  will  enable  the  people  of  this  Province 
to  form  a  judgment  of  Captain  Wanton's  worth  and  grati- 
tude, as  well  as  of  your  candor  and  veracity.  As  1  have 
some  reason  to  think  the  original  is  in  your  custody,  or  in 
that  of  some  of  your  emissaries,  you  will  hardly  dispute  its 
authenticity.  But  to  the  main  purport  of  my  letter.  While 
1  command  the  King's  ships  here,  1  will  procure  provisions 
by  every  means  in  my  power.  If  the  methods  I  am  under 
a  necessity  of  taking  for  that  purpose  should  subject  His 
Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  people  in  this  Province  to  any 
inconveniency,  I  shall  be  extremely  sorry  ;  but  they  are 
to  impute  it  entirely  to  those  who  have  plunged  this  late 
happy  country  into  misery  and  distress,  and  not  to  me,  who 
have  always  protected  it  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

"  I  am  to  acknowledge  Walker  was  not  your  prisoner  on 
the  late  occasion  :  he  is  returned  ;  in  that  point  1  was  mis- 
informed. I  shall  only  add,  that  I  am  here  determined  to 
drop  this  correspondence,  which  is  a  very  disagreeable  one 
to  me,  and  I  shall  only  expect  a  speedy  and  explicit  an- 
swer.    I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Edward  Thornbrough. 
"  To  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Wir-LiAM  Campbei^l,  to  Governor  Tonyn,  of  St. 
Augustine. 

"  *  *  *  The  bearer  of  this  is  a  man  who  says  he  was 
bound  from  Newport,  in  Rhode- Island,  to  Nantucket,  in 
a  small  sloop  which  he  had  freighted,  but  in  a  hard  gale  of 
wind  was  drove  to  the  southward,  without  either  chart  or 
quadrant,  and  with  only  two  landsmen  and  a  boy  on  board  ; 
by  a  kind  of  miracle  he  made  this  harbour  yesterday,  and 
pushed  in  at  a  venture.  The  poor  man's  dreadful  situa- 
tion fully  proved  the  truth  of  his  story,  although  he  had  no 
clearance  from  Newport;  and  the  unfeigned  joy  he  ex- 
pressed when  he  found  himself  in  safety,  left  no  doubt  of 
the  reality  of  the  distresses  he  had  suffered.  By  the  late 
acts  of  Parliament  he  might  be  considered  as  a  legal  prize, 
but  Captain  TAorniroH^A,  of  the  Tamer,  and  Mr.  Furgus- 
son,  (who  commands  the  Cherokee,)  had  too  much  humani- 
ty to  think  of  that,  though  we  were  all  a  good  deal  difE- 
cultied  what  to  do  with  him.  Return  he  could  not,  and  it 
would  have  been  highly  improper,  as  well  as  impolitick,  to 
have  suffered  him  to  go  to  Charleslown,  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  affairs  there,  as  he  had  been  only  nine  days  from 
Newport,  and  not  above  a  month  ago  was  in  the  Rebels' 
camp  near  Boston.  I  therefore  proposed  sending  him  to 
St.  Augustine,  which  Captains  Thornbrough  and  Furgus- 
>on  readily  agreed  to,  at  the  same  time  generously  offering 
to  supply  his  little  wants,  and  the  man  most  cheerfully  and 
with  great  tiiankfulness  acquiesced.  This  arrangement 
gave  me  the  more  satisfaction,  as  it  enabled  me  lo  furnish 
your  Excellency  with  mnny  particulars  you  will  be  anxious 
to  know  of  the  state  of  affairs  to  the  nortiiward,  by  means 
of  this  skipper,  who  you  will  find  sensible  and  intelligent. 
His  cargo  consists  of  cider,  apples,  and  cheese,  and  I  shall 
be  happy  if  it  proves  a  seasonable  supply  of  those  articles 
to  your  Province,  at  this  juncture.  Captain  Lines  has 
given  him  a  few  lines  to  a  friend  of  his  in  the  mercantile 
way,  to  assist  him  in  making  the  most  of  it,  and  procuring 
someemploynieiit  for  his  bark  till  the  summer,  before  which 
lime  he  cannot  venture  to  return  home.  To  assist  in  navi- 
gating this  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  any 
attempt  to  run  her  into  any  of  the  little  harbours  on  this 
coast,  1  have  directed  the  gunner  of  Fort  Johnson,  one 


Walker,  (an  old  seaman,  and  a  poor  man  who  has  been 
cruelly  treated  by  the  Charlestoum  people,)  to  go  in  her  to 
Augustine,  and  your  Excellency  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
send  him  back  by  the  first  opportunity." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  take  Captain 
Wanton's  Affidavit  upon  the  subject  mentioned  in  the 
extract,  and  also  to  prepare  a  Resolution,  on  the  present 
correspondence  with  Captain  Thornbrough  ;  and  the  Affida- 
vit to  be  taken,  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Captain  Blake  of  this  date. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Joseph  Vesey  and  Captain  Tho- 
mas Smith  be  allowed  Pay,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  Pounds 
per  (lunar)  month,  while  they  are  employed  in  the  publick 
service  as  commanders  of  the  two  armed  Pilot  Boats. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  New-Acqui- 
sition, dated  October  4,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  now  proceed  in  reading 
to  the  Congress  the  Journals  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

And  they  were  read  accordingly,  from  June  26,  page 
14,  to  July  12,  page  33. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  November  6,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  to  direct 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson,  of  the  Rangers,  to  send 
Isaac  Jordan,  a  private  in  his  Regiment,  charged  with 
horse  stealing  and  breaking  jail  at  Cheraws,  and  cause 
him  to  be  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  Cheraws  District,  or 
his  Deputy,  or  to  the  keeper  of  the  common  jail. 

Mr.  President,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  Congress, 
laid  before  them  an  Affidavit  of  Captain  John  Wanton, 
taken  before  Peter  Bounetheau,  J.  P.,  November  6,  1775. 

Which  being  read,  is  as  follows : 
"  South-Carolina,  Charlestown  District. 

"  This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  John  Wanton, 
Captain  of  a  sloop  from  Rhode-Island,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  sayeth  :  That  on  or  about  the  twelfth  of  October  last, 
he  arrived  in  Rebellion  Road,  near  Charlestown,  in  the 
Colony  aforesaid,  when  Captain  Thornbrough,  of  the  Tamer 
sloop-of-war,  caused  his  vessel  to  anchor  under  his  stern, 
and  caused  him,  the  said  deponent,  to  go  on  board  the 
Cherokee,  to  speak  with  Lord  JVilliam  Campbell.  That  '^ 
after  the  said  Lord  William  Campbell  had  inquired  into  f 
the  deponent's  case,  he  told  him,  that  by  the  late  acts  of 
Parliament  his  sloop  was  liable  to  be  seized,  and  that  he 
should,  in  discharge  of  his  duty,  send  him  to  St.  Augus- 
tine; this  deponent  apprehending  in  order  to  be  condemned: 
And  afterwards  his  mate  informed  him,  that  an  officer  from 
on  board  the  Tamer  privately  acquainted  him,  the  said 
mate,  that  Lord  William  Campbell  had  determined  to  send 
the  deponent's  vessel  to  St.  Augustine,  in  order  to  be  con- 
demned. 

"  That  the  said  Lord  William  Campbell,  against  the  con-  f 
sent  of  the  said  deponent,  caused  an  armed  force  to  be  put  ' 
on  board  his  vessel,  to  conduct  her  to  St.  Augustine.  That 
Lord  William  Campbell  did  not  make  him,  the  deponent, 
a  bearer  of  any  letter  to  Governor  Tonyn.  That  he,  the 
deponent,  never  did  tell  Lord  William  Campbell  that  he 
had  two  landsmen  on  board,  having  in  reality  two  good 
seamen  and  a  boy,  who  were  fully  sufficient  to  guard  his 
vessel.  That  on  the  passage  towards  St.  Augustine,  one 
Walker,  who,  by  Lord  William  Campbell,  was  put  on 
his,  the  deponent's  vessel,  to  command  her,  told  him  the 
deponent,  that  he  iiad  a  letter  from  Lord  William  Camp- 
bell, lo  Governor  Tonyn,  with  strict  orders,  that  if  he  was 
in  any  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  Americans,  he  should 
he  sure  to  sink  the  said  letter  in  the  sea,  with  two  swivel 
bullets,  which  the  said  deponent  saw,  and  which  the  said 
Walker  told  him  had  been  delivered  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  the  said  Walker  also  told  him,  the  deponent, 
that  Lord  William  Campbell's  secretary  had  told  him,  that 
the  letter  was  to  desire  that  soldiers  should  be  sent  to 
Charlestown  from  St.  Augustine.  And  further  this  depo- 
nent sayeth  not.  John  Wanton. 

"Sworn  before  me,  this  6ih  of  November,  1775. 

"  Peter  Bounetheau,  Justice  of  Peace."  ' 
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Mr.  President  tlien  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Resolu- 
tion, as  proper  to  be  entered  into  by  this  Congress,  upon 
the  present  correspondence  with  Captain  Tkornbrough, 
and  the  Affidavit  of  Captain  Wanton. 

Which  being  read  was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thombrougk's  Letter  of  the 
4th  instant,  directed  "To  ffiltiam  Henry  Drayton,  Esq.," 
in  answer  to  a  Letter  of  the  3d  instant,  wrote  by  him  as 
President,  contains  expressions  as  unmerited  as  unbecoming 
the  pen  of  a  gentleman,  and  therefore  unexpected  from 
Capt.  Tliornbroiigh.  That  because  Lord  Ifilliam  Camp- 
bell has  favoured  Captain  T/iornbrough  "  with  an  extract 
of  his  Letter  to  Governor  Tonyn,"  it  does  not  thence  fol- 
low, tiiat  the  extract  was  faithfully  made ;  and  this  Con- 
gress not  having  seen  the  original  Letter,  or  any  other 
extract  from  it,  ought  to  remember  we  have  just  cause 
not  to  credit  any  thing  from  Lord  William  Campbell,  which 
is  not  supported  by  absolute  proof;  neither  does  the  ex- 
tract prove  that  Lord  H'illiam  Campbell  did  not  write 
another  Letter  to  Governor  Tonyn,  to  desire  that  Troops 
should  be  sent  against  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and 
that  Captain  Wanton's  Sloop  should  be  condemned  at  St. 
Attgustine.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  Affidavit  this  day 
made  by  the  said  Captain  Wanton,  and  laid  before  this 
Congress,  there  is  reason  to  conclude,  that  Lord  M'il- 
liam  Campbell  did  actually  write  to  Governor  Tonyn,  as 
well  to  procure  Troops,  as  to  cause  Captain  Wanton's 
Sloop  to  be  condemned.  And  as  this  important  Letter 
has  never  appeared  to  the  publick,  it  is  not  improbable, 
either  that  Governor  Tonyn  has  received  it,  or  that  Wal- 
ker has  destroyed  it ;  and  that  the  extract  in  question,  even 
if  it  is  a  faithful  one,  is  from  a  Letter  written  only  as  a 
mask  to  the  other,  and  with  intention,  if  necessary,  to  be 
delivered  up  to  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Wanton's  Affidavit,  and  Reso- 
lution thereupon,  be  printed  and  made  publick,  with  the 
other  papers  already  ordered  and  relative  thereto. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tenncnt,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  Mr.  Dunn's  conduct  since  his  enlargement 
upon  his  parole,  delivered  in  the  following  Report : 

"  Report  of  the  Committee,  &ic. 

"  That  there  appeared  before  them  Mr.  Lang,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Congress,  and  a  Dr.  Redman  Burke,  as  evi- 
dences against  Mr.  Dunn. 

"  Mr.  Lang  declared,  that  on  the  31st  of  October,  being 
at  Mr.  Hatfield's  Tavern,  he  heard  a  stranger  to  him,  who 
he  since  finds  is  the  Mr.  Dunn  in  question,  arguing  warmly 
in  favour  of  Ministerial  measures.  He  cannot  remember 
the  whole  of  the  conversation,  but  recollects  particularly, 
that  Mr.  Dunn  declared,  '  we  [meaning  plainly  liom  the 
run  of  his  discourse,  the  Americans]  had  no  right  to  pre- 
scribe to  the  Prince  and  Parliament.'  And,  by  way  of 
burlesque,  '  that  he,  Mr.  Dunn,  was  a  tory,  and  had  called 
his  stray  dog  Tor),'  and,  that  through  the  whole  of  his 
discourse,  he  so  sjroke  as  highly  offended  him,  Mr.  Lang, 
although  he  did  not  know  the  restrictions  which  at  that 
time  lay  upon  Mr.  Dunn. 

"  Dr.  Burke  witnesses,  that  Mr.  Dunn  api)eared  to  iiim 
to  be  much  in  liquor,  and  spoke  somewhat  in  favour  of  the 
American  cause,  but  at  different  times  did  so  speak  against 
it,  as  that  nothing  but  drunkenness  could  excuse  him. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  your  Conmiittee  are  of  opinion,  that 
his  imprudent  conduct  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
intoxication,  and  recommend  it  to  the  Congress,  that  Mr. 
Dunn  be  admonished  to  be  more  cautious  for  the  future." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dunn  be  sun)moned  to  attend  this 
Congress,  at  their  meeting  to-morrow. 

The  Congress  being  informed  Mr.  Nathan  Legare  had 
written  a  Letter  offering  to  supply  the  Man-of-VVar  with 
Provisions  and  Wood,  and  that  the  Letter  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Commander  at  Fort  Johnson  ; 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  to  procure 
the  said  Letter ;  and  that  Mr.  Nathan  Legare  be  sum- 
moned to  attend  this  Congress  at  ten  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Neel,  dated  Octo- 
ber 24,  m5. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  now  proceed  in  reading 
the  Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 


The  said  Journals  were  accordingly  read  to  July  26, 
inclusive,  page  84. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

In  CongreeB,  Monday  of^ernoon,  November  6,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  President  reported,  that  he  had  written  to  Colonel 
Thomson,  to  Mr.  Legare,  and  to  the  Commander  of  Fort 
Johnson,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress  this  morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  Lists  of  the  Members  be  called  over 
at  every  meeting  of  the  Congress,  and  that  the  absentees 
be  fined,  as  heretofore  ordered. 

The  Lists  was  called  over  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  the 
Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  reading  of  the  Journals  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  be  postponed. 

Information  being  laid  before  the  Congress,  that  Patrick 
Cunningham  had  seized  the  publick  Gunpowder  sent  by  the 
late  Council  of  Safely  lo  be  distributed  among  the  Chero- 
kee Indians;  and  that  a  person  is  now  in  Charlestovin 
who  saw  the  seizure  aforesaid  : 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Messengers  do  immediately 
endeavour  to  find  out  the  said  person,  and  cause  him  to 
appear  before  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  the 
Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

And  the  Journals  were  read  accordingly,  to  the  lllh  of 
August,  inclusive,  page  127. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Colonel  Laurens,  and 
Colonel  Farsons,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into,  and  ex- 
amine touching  the  conduct  oi  Patrick  Cunningham,  in 
seizing  the  publick  Gunpowder  aforesaid,  and  to  report  to 
this  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  CongresB,  Tuesday,  November  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  yesterday's  Journals  were  read. 

A  return  was  made  from  the  Parish  of  St.  John,  Colle- 
ton County,  whereby  it  appears  that  Ralph  Izard,  Esq., 
had,  on  the  6th  instant,  been  unanimously  elected  to  serve 
in  the  present  Congress,  as  a  Representative  for  the  said 
Parish,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Legare,  Jun.,  Esq.,  who 
declined  serving. 

Read  a  Letter  from  John  Moore,  Esq.,  dated  6th  inst., 
declining  to  serve  in  the  present  Congress  for  the  Parish 
of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis,  be  desired  forthwith  to  sum- 
mon the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish  to  meet,  on  Tuesday 
next,  the  15ih  instant,  in  order,  by  ballot,  to  choose  a  Re- 
presentative of  the  said  Parish,  to  serve  in  the  present 
Congress,  in  the  room  of  John  Moore,  Esq.,  who  has  de- 
clined serving. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  cause  a  copy  of  the 
above  Resolve  to  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  Church- 
wardens of  said  Parish. 

Mr.  John  Dunn,  summoned  to  attend  tliis  day,  was 
called  in,  and  reprimanded  from  the  Chair,  in  words  to  the 
following  purport : 

"  Mr.  UuNN :  You  was  sent  to  this  Colony  as  a  person 
inimical  to  the  liberiies  of  America :  and  as  so  obnoxious  a 
person,  you  have  been  for  some  time  held  in  close  confine- 
ment in  Charlestown,  by  publick  authority.  Upon  your 
pressing  entreaties  to  the  late  General  Committee,  you  was 
lately  enlarged  upon  your  parole,  having  first  voluntarily 
taken  an  oath  to  observe  a  conduct  of  strict  neuirality,  and 
that  you  neither  would  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  shape, 
interfere  in  the  present  unhappy  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  You  have  been  charged  before  lhi» 
Congress  with  having  violated  that  oath;  and  the  Comnii'.- 
tee  ajipointed  by  this  Congress  to  examine  you  on  that 
subject  and  hear  your  defence,  have  thereon  reported  in 
such  terms  as  induced  the  Congress  to  order  your  attend- 
ance to-day,  and  to  direct  me  to  reprehend  your  past  con- 
duct; to  admonish  you  to  a  more  strict  observance  of  your 
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engagement ;  and  to  declare  to  you,  that  if  you  transgress 
•wain,  you  will  be  commiiied  a  close  prisoner  to  the  com- 
mon jail." 

After  which  Mr.  Dunn  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Scott  gave  an  information  of  a  very  serious 
nature,  desiring  to  be  authorized  by  this  Congress  to  prose- 
cute a  further  inquiry ;  whereupon  it  was  signified  to  iiim 
that  the  Congress  did  authorize  him  accordingly. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  an  information 
upon  oath,  taken  tliis  day  before  Thomas  Bee,  Esq.,  touch- 
ing a  quantity  of  Ammunition  being  taken  by  force  of  arms, 
by  Patrick  Cunningham,  from  a  detachment  of  Rangers. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thomsoti  be  summoned  to 
attend. 

And  he  being  introduced  into  the  Congress,  delivered 
in  an  Affidavit  made  on  the  6th  instant,  by  John  Joseph 
fi'itncr,  before  John  Purves,  Esq.,  relative  to  the  taking 
the  publick  Amnninition,  by  Patrick  Cunningham.    And, 

Colonel  Thomson  declaring  ihat  the  Ammunition  taken, 
was  sent  by  the  late  Council  of  Safely,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  Cherokecs;  and  that  Lieutenant  Charlton  com- 
manded the  detachment  from  whom  Patrick  Cunningham 
took  the  Ammunition  stated  in  the  information  and  Affida- 
vits, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Middlcton,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Tcnnenl,  }Av.  Ferguson,  Capt.  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinck- 
ney,  and  Mr.  Salvador,  be  a  Committee  immediately  to 
take  into  their  consideration  the  above  information  and 
Affidavits,  and  to  report  thereupon.     And 

Ordered,  That  Licmtenant  Charlton  be  immediately  put 
under  arrest,  and  brought  to  Charlestown;  and  that  Mr. 
President  do  issue  orders  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  write  to 
Captain  Pearis,  informing  him  that  the  Ammunition  sent 
to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians  has  been  violently 
taken  by  Patrick  Cunningham,  in  contempt  of  publick  au- 
thority. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  at  Dorchester  be  direct- 
ed to  supply  the  Troops  there  with  a  proper  quantity  of 
Powder  and  Ball  in  their  Cartouch  Boxes ;  and  that  the 
President  do  issue  orders  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  now  proceed  in  reading 
the  Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

And  the  said  Journals  were  read  accordingly  to  the  13th 
o(  August,  inclusive,  page  140. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  reading  of  the  said  Journals 
be  postponed. 

Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  consideration  of  the  two  Affidavits  relative 
to  the  seizure  of  the  publick  Ammunition  by  Patrick  Cun- 
ningham, reported  thereon. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Whereas  information,  on  oath,  hath  been  made  and  laid 
before  this  Congress,  that  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  this 
instant,  November,  at  or  near  a  place  called  the  Ridge,  in 
Ninety- Six  District,  Patrick  Cunningham,  Henry  O^Neal, 
Hugh  Brovjn,  David  Reese,  Nathaniel  Howard,  Henry 
Oreen,  with  sundry  other  persons,  about  sixty  in  number, 
did,  by  force  of  arms,  rob  a  certain  wagon  in  the  service 
of  the  publick,  feloniously  taking  therefrom  a  quantity  of 
I^ead,  and  sundry  kegs  of  Gunpowder,  containing  about 
one  thousand  weight,  intended  as  presents  for  the  Cherokee 
Indians ;  and  that  the  above  persons,  having  first  disarmed 
a  party  of  Rangers,  who  escorted  the  said  wagon,  did 
violently  carry  oft'  the  said  Powder  and  Lead,  to  the  great 
lo-s  and  damage  of  the  publick,  in  violation  of  the  publick 
peace,  and  in  open  contempt  of  the  publick  authority;  there- 
by exposing  the  frontier  inh;ibitants  of  the  Colony  to  the 
depredations  and  horrors  of  an  Indian  War.  And  whereas 
there  h  an  absolute  necessity  of  crushing  such  dangerous 
attempts  to  destroy  the  peace  of  the  Colony,  by  bringing 
such  atrocious  offimders  to  condign  punishment : 

Resolved,  That  tiie  bodies  of  the  said  Patrick  Cunning- 
ham, Henry  O'Neal,  Hugh  Broicn,  David  Reese,  Na- 
thaniel HoivarJ,  Henry  Green,  and  their  aiders  and  abet- 
ters, ought  foitluvlth  to  be  apprehended,  and  under  a  strong 
guard  conveyed  to  Charlestown,  to  be  tried  for  their  of- 
fences; and  that  every  endeavour  ought  to  be  used  to  re- 
cover the  Gunpowder  and  Lead,  feloniously,  in  violation 


of  the  publick  peace,  and  contemptuously,  taken  as  afore- 
said. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Richard  Richardson  do  forth- 
with assemble  and  march  six  companies  of  the  Rangers, 
Captain  Ezekiel  Polk's  company  of  Volunteers,  draughts 
of  Militia  from  Col.  Richardson's,  Col.  William  Thom- 
son's, Colonel  John  Savage's,  Colonel  Thomas  Neel's, 
and  Colonel  John  Thomas's  regiments  of  Militia,  and 
with  such  Troops  pursue  such  instructions  as  shall  from 
time  to  time,  by  order  of  the  Congress,  or  the  Council  of 
Safety  for  the  time  being,  be  signified  to  him  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  prepare  pro- 
per instructions  for  Colonel  Richardson,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Congress  to-morrow  morning;. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


In  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  8,  177S. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  draught  he 
had  been  desired  to  prepare  of  Instructions  and  Orders  pro- 
per to  be  given  to  Colonel  Richardson, 

Which  being  immediately  taken  under  consideration, 

A  motion  was  made.  That  the  Pay  of  the  Privates  in 
the  Militia,  to  be  employed  under  Colonel  Richardson,  be 
augmented  to  ten  Shillings  currency  per  day, 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  the  Con- 
gress divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth;  for  the  question  51,  against  the 
question  49. 

So  that  it  passed  in  the  affirtnative. 

rp  ,,        5  ''^o'"  '''^  yeas,  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes, 
letters,  ^  p^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^   ^   Middleton. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Militia  Privates,  to  serve 
under  Colonel  Richard  Richardson,  be  augmented  to  ten 
Shillings  per  day,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  in  actual 
service. 

And  the  said  draught  of  Instructions  and  Orders  being 
gone  through,  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  in  the  words 
following : 

By  order  of  Congress. 

To  Colonel  Richard  Richardson. 

Sir:  There  being  a  necessity  of  assembling  six  compa- 
nies of  the  regiment  of  Rangers,  Captain  Polk's  compa- 
ny of  Volunteers,  and  draughts  of  Militia,  to  act  in  the 
interior  parts  of  this  Colony  ;  and  you  being  the  eldest 
field  officer  now  ordered  upon  this  service,  of  course  the 
command  of  the  detachments  upon  this  service  vests  in 
you.  And  hereby  you  are  ordered  to  draught  from  your 
regiment  of  Militia,  including  Militia  volunteers,  and  to 
demand  of  Colonel  William  Thomson,  Colonel  John 
Savage,  Colonel  Thomas  Neel,  and  Colonel  John  Tho- 
mas, or  the  commanding  officer  in  each  of  those  regiments 
(including  Militia  volunteers)  present,  respectively,  and 
they,  and  each  of  them,  are  hereby  ordered  to  supply  you 
with  such  numbers  of  men,  with  their  officers,  to  be  draught- 
ed from  those  or  any  of  those  regiments,  in  order  to  act 
under  your  command,  as  you  shall  judge  necessary. 

On  the  3d  day  of  this  instant,  November,  Patrick  Cun- 
ningham, Henry  O'Neal,  Hugh  Brown,  David  Reese, 
Nathaniel  Howard,  Henry  Green,  and  sundry  other  armed 
persons  imknown,  did,  in  Ninety-Six  District,  cause  and 
raise  a  dangerous  insurrection  and  commotion,  and  did, 
near  Mine  Creek,  in  the  said  District,  feloniously  take  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  the  property  of  the  publick,  and  in 
contempt  of  the  publick  authority:  Therefore,  you  are 
hereby  instructed  and  ordered,  with  the  troops  aforosaid, 
or  any  part  of  them,  to  march,  and  to  act  in  sucii  manner  as 
you  shall  deem  expedient,  to  seize  and  to  apprehend,  and 
with  those  troops  or  any  part  of  them,  you  are  hereby 
ordered  to  endeavour  to  seize  and  to  apprehend  the  bodies 
of  Patrick  Cunningham,  Henry  O'Neal,  Hugh  Brown, 
David  Reese,  Nathaniel  Howard,  Henry  Green,  Jacob 
Bochman,  alias  Jacob  Bowman,  together  with  their  aiders 
and  abetters  in  the  taking  or  carrying  away,  or  detaining, 
or  secreting,  or  using  and  expending  the  ammunition  afore- 
said, or  any  part  of  it :  And  having  apprehended  the  bodies 
of  the  said  oflenders,  or  the  body  of  any  of  them,  such 
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bodies  or  body  you  are  ordered,  with  all  convenient  expe- 
dition to  the  service,  to  cause  to  be  under  a  strong  guard 
conveyed  to  Charlestown ;  at  all  times  using  your  best  en- 
deavour to  recover  tlie  ammunition  feloniously  and  con- 
temptuously taken,  as  I  have  already  mentioned.  And  in 
general,  you  are  to  do  all  such  things  as  in  your  opinion 
shall  be  necessary  effectually  to  suppress  the  present  insur- 
rection, and  to  intimidate  ail  persons  from  attempting  any 
insurrection  in  future. 

You  are  not  to  allow  any  of  the  Militia  companies  or 
Militia  volunteers,  to  take  the  field  on  horseback;  Militia 
horses,  being,  by  experience,  found  to  be  an  encumbrance 
to  the  men  on  a  military  expedition. 

The  Militia  engaged  in  this  service  will  be  entitled  to 
receive,  the  privates  a  daily  pay  of  ten  shillings  currency, 
and  the  rations  equal  to  what  is  received  by  the  regiments 
of  regular  Infantry  in  the  publick  service ;  and  while  the 
Rangers  are  encamped  with  the  Militia,  the  Rangers  are 
entitled  to  receive  daily  rations;  of  all  which  you  are 
ordered  to  cause  exact  accounts  to  be  kept,  and  also  regu- 
lar muster  lists  of  the  Militia. 

In  case  of  any  disobedience  in  the  Militia,  you  are  to 
cause  every  such  disobedience  to  be  punished  agreeable  to 
the  Militia  law  in  time  of  alarm.  You  will  from  time  to 
time  send  information  to  the  President,  of  your  motions  and 
proceedings.  These  instructions  and  orders  are  to  be  pub- 
lickly  read  to  the  troops,  and  you  are  to  obey  all  such 
further  instructions  and  orders  as  shall,  under  the  authority 
of  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  be 
signified  to  you  by  the  President. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Letter  of  Instructions  and 
Orders  be  engrossed,  signed  by  the  President,  and  by  him 
delivered  to  Colonel  Richardson. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  forthwith  to 
write  to  Colonel  Thomas  Fletckall,  John  Ford,  Thomas 
Green,  Evan  McLaurin,  and  Benjamin  Wofford,  or  either 
of  them,  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  signed  at  ]Sine(y-Six, 
on  the  ]  6th  of  September  last,  making  requisition  for  the 
surrender  and  delivery  of  the  bodies  of  Patrick  Cunning- 
ham, his  associates,  aiders,  and  abetters. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  transmit  to  Major 
Andrew  fi'illiamson  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  for  his 
conduct  in  causing  the  body  of  Robert  Cunningham  to  be 
apprehended  and  sent  to  Charlestown;  and  also  for  his 
conduct  in  embodying  the  Militia  for  opposing  the  Insur- 
rection caused  by  Patrick  Cunningham  and  his  accom- 
plices. 

Upon  information,  that  a  brother  to  O'iVeoZ  and  a  broth- 
er to  Bochman,  who  were  concerned  in  the  late  seizure  of 
Powder  by  Patrick  Cunningham,  were  in  town : 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Sumpter,  Captain  Flood,  and 
Mr.  Beard,  do  make  immediate  inquiry  after  the  said  O' 
Neal  and  Bochman,  and  also  Thomas  Yates,  and  cause 
them  to  appear  before  this  Congress. 

Captain  Sumpter  being  returned,  reported.  That  he  with 
Captain  Flood  and  Mr.  Beard,  had  made  diligent  inquiry 
after  O'Neal,  Bochman,  and  Yafes,  from  place  to  place, 
but  could  not  meet  either  of  them.  However,  they  had 
been  well  informed  that  such  persons  had  actually  been 
in  town  ;  that  they  had  purchased  some  goods,  and  that 
although  they  were  said  to  be  gone,  there  was  reason  to 
believe  they  were  still  in  town.  And  that  it  was  their 
opinion  Mr.  Rugeley  might  give  some  further  information. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Laurens  and  Captain  Cattell 
do  forthwith  proceed  to  Mr.  Rugeley's,  and  desire  he  will 
permit  them  to  see  the  entries  on  his  books  of  yesterday 
and  this  day. 

Colonel  Laurens  being  returned,  reported,  that  Mr. 
Rugeley  had  permitted  them  to  examine  his  books  ;  that 
there  was  a  parcel  of  goods  which  ap|)eared  to  belong  to 
one  of  the  persons  sought  after,  but  that  he  declared  he 
knew  neither  of  them,  or  whether  they  were  still  in  town. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Parsons  and  Mr.  Bee  be  a 
Committee  to  prepare  the  daught  of  a  Letter  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  in  Georgia,  respecting  their  late  distribution 
of  Gunpowder  among  the  Indian  Traders,  wherein  Messrs. 
Campbell  If  Son  were  overlooked. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


In  Congress,  Thursday,  November  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Information  being  laid  before  the  Congress  that  Thomas 
Brown  passed  yesterday  through  Dorchester,  probably  to 
increase  the  commotion  raised  in  the  back  country  by 
Patrick  Cunningham, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  immediately  issue  his 
Warrant  for  apprehending  the  said  Patrick  Broun. 

And  the  following  Warrant  was  accordingly  issued : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  ordered,  without  delay,  to  use  the  most 
effectual  means  for  apprehending  and  bringing  to  Charles- 
town  the  body  of  Thomas  Brown,  charged  before  this 
Congress  with  having  violated  the  treaty  of  Ninety-Six. 
And  in  the  performance  of  this  service  you  are  authori- 
zed to  impress  horses  from  any  person  or  persons,  to  whom 
reasonable  allowances  will  be  made  for  all  horses  so  impres- 
sed :  And  for  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

By  order  of  Congress  : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  fVilliam  Thomson. 

A  Return  was  made,  declaring  John  Harleston,  Esq.,  to 
have  been,  on  the  8th  instant,  duly  elected  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  Parish  of  St.  John,  Berkely  County,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Edward  Harleston,  Esq. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  abovenamed  John  Harleston, 
Esq.,  declining  to  serve. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  John,  Berkely  County,  be  desired  forthwith  to  sum- 
mon the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the 
usual  place  of  election,  on  Thursday,  the  i6th  inst.,  there 
and  then  by  ballot  to  choose  another  Representative  of  the 
said  Parish,  to  serve  in  the  present  Congress  in  the  room 
of  John  Harleston,  Esq.,  who  has  refused  to  serve. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolve  be 
forthwith  sent  to  the  Church-wardens  of  the  said  Parish. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  draughts  of 
several  Letters,  which  he  had  prepared  by  their  order; 
which  being  read,  were  amended,  and  approved,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Whereas  information,  on  oath,  hath  been  made  and  laid 
before  the  Congress,  that  on  the  3d  day  of  this  inst.,  iVoeem- 
ber,  Patrick  Cunningham,  Henry  O'Neal,  Hugh  Brown, 
David  Reese,  Nathaniel  Howard,  and  Henry  Green,  with 
sundry  armed  persons,  did,  from  a  detachment  of  Rangers, 
take  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder  and  Lead,  the  property  of 
the  publick,  and  which  were  then  on  the  road  proceeding 
under  the  orders  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety  ;  where- 
fore, in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  made  at  the  camp,  near 
Ninety-Six,  on  the  16ih  day  of  September  last,  by  order 
of  Congress,  I  now  do  hereby  make  requisition,  that  the 
said  Patrick  Cunningham,  Henry  O'Neal,  Hugh  Brown, 
David  Reese,  Nathaniel  Howard,  and  Henry  Green,  to- 
gether with  their  aiders  and  abetters,  be,  by  you  or  one  of 
you,  surrendered  and  delivered  up  to  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, in  order  that  they  may  be  tried  for  their  offence  against 
their  authority. 

Robert  Cunningham  having,  ever  since  the  late  Con- 
gress, constantly  declared  that  he  was  not  included  in  it ; 
and  having  under  his  hand,  in  a  publick  letter  to  me,  de- 
clared the  same,  he  has  been,  for  his  bad  practices  in 
endeavouring  to  raise  commotions  against  the  authority  of 
Congress,  apprehended,  and  he  is  now  confined  in  jail, 
where  he  enjoys  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
his  situation  can  admit.  This  tender  treatment  he  receives 
from  our  humanity,  and  not  from  his  merits. 

By  order  of  Congress  : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

To  Col.  Thomas  Fletrhall,  and  Messrs.  John  Ford,Thomas 
Greer,  Euan  McLaurin,  and  Benjamin  Wofford. 

Charlestown,  November  8,  1775. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  my  engagement  with  the  Good 
Warrior  and  the  Cherokee  Indians,  that  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder and  lead  should  be  sent  to  them  from  Charlestown, 
the  Council  of  Safety  sent  a  considerable  quantity  of  am- 
munition, which,  when  it  had  been  carried  on  the  road  to 
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them  niniust  as  far  as  Ninely-Six,  was  taken  by  Patrick 
Cunningham  and  a  considerable  number  of  men,  who 
would  not  allow  the  ammunition  to  proceed  to  the  C'hero- 
keea.  The  Congress  have  just  ordered  Colonel  Richardson, 
with  the  rangers  and  militia,  immediately  to  proceed  to 
a|)prehend  the  King's  mad  people  concerned  in  this  daring 
act,  in  order  that  they  being  brought  to  condign  punisli- 
Hient,  thereby  all  other  men  may  be  effectually  deterred 
from  imitating  so  criminal  a  conduct. 

You  will  be  so  good  as  to  cause  these  particulars  to  be 
generally  publisiied  and  made  known  to  the  Indians,  that 
they  may  at  once  see  that  the  headmen  of  South-  Carolina 
are  faithful  to  their  engagements,  and  that  they  will  not 
suffer  their  lawful  authority  to  be  lran)pled  upon  with  im- 
punity.    By  order  of  Congress: 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Henry  Dravton,  President. 

To  Captain  Richard  Pearis. 

P.  S.  You  will  assure  the  Indians,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
powder  and  lead,  or  any  part  of  it,  is  retaken,  it  will  be 
forwarded  to  them  without  delay. 

To  Major  Andrew  Williamson. 

Sir:  1  am  directed  to  transmit  to  you  the  thanks  of  this 
Congress  for  your  conduct  in  causing  the  body  of  Robert 
Cunningham  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  Charlestown; 
and  also  for  your  conduct  in  embodying  the  militia,  and 
opposing  the  insurrection  caused  by  Patrick  Cunningham 
and  his  accomplices. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  transmit  these  acknow- 
ledgments of  your  services,  knowing  how  justly  you  de- 
serve them  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  con- 
tinue to  merit  the  thanks  of  your  country. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  and  orders  to  Colonel 
Richardson,  and  you  will  regulate  your  conduct  thereupon. 
You  are  hereby  ordered,  with  the  militia  imder  your  com- 
mand, to  act  against  the  insurgents  with  the  utmost  vigour, 
and  that  you  will  be  attentive  to  the  security  of  Fort  Char- 
lotte.    By  order  of  Congress : 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  to  Captain  Pearis,  informing  him 
of  the  seizure  of  the  ammunition  by  Patrick  Cunningham, 
and  recommending  to  him  to  make  the  Indians  properly 
acquainted  with  that  transaction,  you  are  desired  to  for- 
ward immediately  by  express. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Richardson  be  im- 
mediately supplied  with  one  thousand  pounds  weight  of 
Gunpowder,  Lead  in  proportion,  two  thousand  Flints,  and 
two  Cohorns,  if  he  desires  them. 

The  following  order  was  thereupon  issued : 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Robert  Cochran  do  forthwith 
deliver  to  Colonel  Richard  Richardso7i's  order,  one  thou- 
sand weight  of  Musket  Powder,  to  be  taken  from  the 
Magazine  at  Dorchester;  Lead  in  proportion,  and  two 
thousand  Flints ;  with  two  Cohorns,  and  the  proper  stores 
thereto  belonging,  if  he  shall  require  the  same. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
To  Robert  Cochran,  Esq.,  Colony  Powder  Receiver  and 

Ordnance  Storekeeper. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Four  Thousand 
Pounds  currency  be  advanced  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  Richard  Richardson; 
to  be  accounted  for,  on  the  expedition  under  his  command. 

And  the  President  issued  his  Warrant  for  that  sum  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  present  Guard  at  Dor- 
chester be  immediately  augmented  with  two  Companies 
from  the  Provincial  Regiments  of  Infantry. 

The  following  order  was  accordingly  drawn,  and  sent  to 
Colonel  Moultrie : 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  to  detach  two  companies  from  the  Provin- 
cial regiments  of  foot,  under  such  command  as  you  shall 
judge  most  proper  for  the  service,  to  march  immediately  for 
Dorchester,  for  re-enforcing  the  troops  already  there,  and  for 


effectually  guarding  the  cannon,  gunpowder,  stores  and 
publick  records,  at  that  place,  till  further  orders  from  this 
Congress,  or  authority  derived  therefrom. 

You  are  to  give  orders  that  a  sufficient  number  of  ne- 
groes now  in  the  publick  service  be  obtained  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Dorchester,  to  remove  the  cannon  now  lying 
near  the  water  side,  to  a  spot  most  safe  and  convenient 
near  the  fort  or  barracks,  witli  special  orders  to  the  senti- 
nels to  prevent  any  person's  handling  or  going  near  them, 
without  proper  authority. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Robert  H'illiam  Powell,  and  Alexander  Gillon,  Esqrs., 
were  returned,  as  duly  elected  on  the  8th  instant,  to  serve 
as  Representatives  in  the  present  Congress  for  the  Pa- 
rishes of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  Charlestotvn,  in  the 
room  of  George  Gabriel  Powell,  Esq.,  and  Sir  Edmund 
Head,  Bart.,  the  former  serving  for  St.  David's  Parish, 
and  the  latter  having  declined  to  serve. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Moultrie  be  ordered 
to  detach  and  post  a  Guard  at  the  most  proper  place  be- 
yond Mr.  Rugeley's  store,  to  examine  strictly  all  suspected 
wagons  coming  into  or  going  out  of  Charlestown,  and  also 
every  person  suspected  of  proceedings  prejudicial  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Colony,  or  of  the  common  cause. 

On  motion,  Peter  Bounelheau,  Esq.,  was  appointed  as- 
sistant to  the  Secretary  of  this  Congress. 

Colonel  Parsons  reported  the  draught  of  a  Letter,  which 
he  and  Mr.  Bee  had  yesterday  been  desired  to  prepare,  to 
the  Council  of  Safety  in  Georgia,  relative  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's application  to  this  Congress  for  Gunpowder. 

The  said  Draught  being  read,  was  amended,  and  agreed 
to  as  follows  : 

Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Campbell  has  applied  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  now  sitting  here,  acquainting  them,  "  that 
though  you  have  allowed  certain  quantities  of  powder  to 
several  other  houses  concerned  in  tiie  Indian  trade  at  Au- 
gusta, yet  you  had  omitted  to  let  his  house  have  any,  be- 
cause all  his  powder,  three  thousand  two  hundred  pounds 
weight,  was  brought  into  this  Colony,  and  that  by  your 
making  such  a  distinction,  he  is  likely  to  be  a  great  suf- 
ferer." The  Congress,  therefore,  have  desired  me  to  sig- 
nify to  you,  gentlemen,  that  it  is  their  wish  that  you  would 
spare  Mr.  Campbell  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  the 
powder  in  your  possession,  and  that  they  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt  of  your  doing  so,  as  it  will  be  consistent  with,  the 
promises  made  by  you,  particularly  by  Captain  Elbert  and 
Mr.  Habersham,  to  Captains  Joiner  and  Bamwtll,  that  all 
the  traders  should  be  put  upon  a  footing.  Rather  than  all 
the  traders  should  not  be  upon  an  equal  footing,  we  would, 
if  practicable,  have  supplied  Mr.  Campbell  out  of  what  is 
in  this  Colony,  but  we  are  now  rendered  less  able,  as  we 
have  just  received  intelligence  that  one  thousand  pounds 
weight  of  powder,  which  we  were  sending  to  the  Chero- 
kees,  has  been,  near  Ninety-Sir,  seized  and  taken  away 
by  one  Patrick  Cunningham  (whose  brother  Robert  we 
have  here  in  custody)  and  some  other  malcontents  there, 
against  whom  we  are,  at  a  considerable  expense,  sending 
an  army  that  we  hope  will  bring  thein  to  reason. 

(  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  at  Savannah. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  no  Member  depart  this  Con- 
gress without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  all  such  absent  Members  as  can  be  con- 
veniently sent  to,  be  summoned  to  give  immediate  attend- 
ance on  the  service  of  the  Colony  in  Congress;  and  that 
such  summonses  be  despatched  by  express. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Thursday  evening,  November  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  Peter  Bounetheau,  Esq.,  was  sworn  in  Assistant 
Secretary  to  the  Congress,  and  entered  upon  the  duly  of 
that  office. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Captain  Edward  Blake,  dated  this 
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day,  relative  to  an  armed  Schooner  having  arrived  at  St. 
Augustine  from  Boston,  in  order  to  cruize  upon  this  coast. 
Ordered,  That  the  following  Letter  be  immediately  sent 
to  Captain  3  u/is ;  „,    ,  ^,        ,      „  ,„,, 

'"         ■  ''  Charlestown,  Novombor  9,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  immediately  to  repair 
with  the  schooner  Defence,  under  your  command,  to  the 
mouth  of  Wappoo  Creek,  where  you  are  expected  to  arrive 
by  daylight,  and  to  give  your  personal  attendance  on  the 
President  directly  after  your  arrival. 

By  order  of  Congress  : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
Captain  Simon  Tufts,  of  the  Colony  Schooner  Defence. 

Ordered,  That  a  Schooner  be  provided  to  enable  the 
Colony  Schooner  Defence  to  pass  through  H'appoo  Cut; 
and  that  the  Defence  be,  with  all  possible  despatch,  properly 
victualled  and  supplied  with  all  necessary  stores. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Moultrie  do  forthwith  detach  a 
Captain  with  thirty-five  able  Privates  on  board  the  Schooner 
Defence,  and  that  Mr.  President  do  issue  orders  for  that 
purpose. 

The  following  order  was  accordingly  drawn : 

Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  detach  a  Captain  and 
thirty-five  able  men  of  the  regiments  under  your  command, 
who  are  to  act  as  marines,  and  are  to  embark  to-morrow, 
on  board  the  Colony  Schooner  Defence,  commanded  by 
Captain  Simon  Tufts,  until  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

On  motion.  That  orders  be  issued  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Fort  Johnson,  by  every  military  operation,  to 
endeavour  to  oppose  the  passage  of  any  British  Naval 
Armament  that  may  attempt  to  pass  that  post, 

A  debate  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

Whereupon  the  following  order  was  immediately  issued, 
signed  by  the  President : 

Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  commanded  with  the  troops  under 
your  orders,  by  every  military  operation,  to  endeavour  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  any  British  naval  armament  that 
may  attempt  to  pass  Fort  Johnson,  until  further  orders  by 
Congress  or  Council  of  Safety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
To  Colonel  William  Moultrie,  or  the  Commanding  Officer 

at  Fort  Johnson. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  write  to 
Captain  Thornbrough,  signifying  to  him  the  Resolution 
the  Congress  have  entered  into  this  night,  respecting  ships 
of  war  passing  Fort  Johnson. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  November  10,  1775. 

Tlie  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journals  were  read. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  draught  of  a 
Letter  which  he  had,  by  their  order,  prepared  to  be  wrote 
to  Captain  Thornbrough. 

And  the  same  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to, 
as  follows: 

Charlestown,  November  9,  1775. 

Sir:  The  late  cruel  cannonade  of  Bristol  by  the  Bri- 
tish ships  of  war,  to  enforce  an  arbitrary  demand  of  sheep  ; 
the  general  depredations  on  the  American  coasts  by  min- 
isterial authority;  the  late  advices  from  England  of  large 
military  armaments  by  land  and  sea,  for  the  hostile  inva- 
sion of  the  Colonies  upon  this  Continent;  and  the  procla- 
mation of  the  23d  of  August  last,  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James's,  by  which  the  good  people  of  America  are  unjustly 
described  as  in  avowed  rebellion  ;  superadded  to  the  former 
American  grievances,  and  to  your  late  unjustly  seizing  the 
persons,  vessels  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country ;  together  with  Lord  William  Campbell's  threats 


of  hostilitie.5  against  us,  have  sunk  deep  in  the  minds  of  a 
people  who,  seeing  themselves  by  the  royal  act  in  effect 
put  out  of  the  regal  protection,  are  at  length  driven  to  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  ordering  a  military  opposition  to 
the  arms  of  the  British  Ministry.  But  the  people  of  South- 
Carolina,  remembering  that  those  who  point  the  British 
arms  at  their  breasts,  and  against  their  invaluable  liberties, 
are  their  dear  countrymen,  and  once  were  their  friends, 
unwilling,  yet  determined,  vigorously  to  oppose  any  ap- 
proach of  llireatening  danger  to  their  safety,  have  directed 
me  to  intimate  to  you,  sir,  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
British  armament  on  this  station,  that  orders  are  issued  to 
the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Johnson,  by  every  military 
operation,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  any  ministerial  arma- 
ment from  passing  that  post. 

We  thus  think  it  proper  to  warn  you  from  an  approach 
that  must  be  productive  of  the  shedding  of  blood,  which, 
in  other  circumstances,  we  would  endeavour  to  preserve. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  Congress : 
To  Edward  Thornbrough,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the  Tamer 

Sloop-of-War. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  forthwith  engrossed, 
signed  by  Mr.  President,  and  sent  to  Captain  Thorn- 
brough. 

The  Committee  to  whom  several  unpaid  Accounts  for 
Debts  contracted  before  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  were 
referred,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  do  issue  his  Warrants  for 
the  payment  of  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  said  Report. 

Captain  Polk  delivered  in  an  Account  for  the  service  of 
bis  Company  from  the  I8th  of  August  last,  by  which  a 
balance  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
Pounds  appeared  to  be  due  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  payment  of  said  balance. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  sign  and  issue  Com- 
missions appointing  Ezekiel  Polk,  Esq.,  to  be  Captain,  and 
Samuel  Watson  and  William  Polk,  to  be  Lieutenants,  of  a 
Company  of  Volunteer  Rangers. 

Commissions  were  accordingly  made  out  for  the  said 
Officers,  signed,  and  dated  the  3d  instant,  in  the  form  fol- 
lowing :  ' 

South-Carolina. — In  Provincial  Congress. 
To  Edward  Blake,  Esq.: 

You  are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  Captain  of  a 
company  of  volunteer  Rangers,  in  the  service  of  this  Colo- 
ny, subject  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  and,  in  their  recess, 
to  the  Council  of  Safety.  This  commission  to  continue 
during  pleasure.  Dated  in  Congress,  November  3,  1775. 
By  order  of  Congress :  i 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President.   ■ 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Polk  and  Lieutenant  Watson 
have  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Nathan  Legare,  attended,  according  to  order  of  the 
6th  inst.;  and  his  Letter,  which  had  given  offence,  having 
been  read  to  him,  he  declared,  that  it  had  been  written 
merely  as  a  cloke,  to  be  shown  occasionally,  if  the  men  of 
war  should  stop  his  lime-boats,  that  he  being  thereby  sup- 
posed friendly  to  them,  the  said  boats  might  be  suffered  to 
pass  the  more  freely ;  and  that  it  was  never  his  intention 
to  supply  the  men  of  war  with  any  thing. 

Upon  this  declaration,  confirmed  by  some  other  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Leg-are's  conduct  appearing  less  criminal  than 
it  was  at  first  thought,  he  was,  by  order,  reprimanded  from 
the  Chair,  for  the  indiscreet  manner  in  which  he  expressed 
himself  in  the  letter,  and  charged  to  have  no  intercourse  or 
communication  whatever  in  future  with  the  men  of  war. 

The  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation, reported,  that  in  consequence  of  the  late  corres- 
pondence between  the  Congress  and  Captain  Thornbrough, 
of  His  Majesty's  Sloop  Tamer,  and  some  information  laid 
before  the  Congress  by  Jonathan  Scott,  Esq.,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty,  and  did,  last  Tuesday  evening,  cause 
all  the  fishing  boats  to  be  stopped  from  proceeding  beyond 
Fort  Johnson;  as  he  observed,  that  instead  of  avoiding, 
they  mostly  went  in  the  way  of  the  men  of  war,  and  were 
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frequently  along  side  ;  and  that  he  had  also  avoided,  until 
tlie  further  order  of  the  Congress,  giving  permits  for  liie 
passage  of  coasters,  and  persons  desirous  of  going  into  the 
Road,  lest  in  one  case,  a  seizure  of  the  schooners  should 
ensue,  according  to  Captain  Thornbrough' s  threat;  and  in 
the  other,  an  improper  correspondence  might  be  carried 
on,  prejudicial  to  the  Colony,  in  the  present  critical  situa- 
tion of  its  attairs. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Commissary  of  Stores  be 
appointed,  to  provide  and  supply  the  Naval  Armaments  of 
this  Colony  with  every  requisite  for  that  service,  agreeable 
to  order  of  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safely ;  and  to  give 
his  necessary  attendance  upon  the  business  of  the  said 
Congress  or  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Motte,  Dr.  Oliphant,  Mr.  Fer- 
guson,  Mr.  Gibbes,  and  Captain  Joiner,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  a  view  of  Charlesloivn ;  and  to  report,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  what  further  works  of  defence  are  immediately  ne- 
cessary for  its  most  effectual  security  against  hostile  attacks 
by  ships  of  war. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Stone  and  Mr.  Rivers  be  de- 
sired to  hire  a  sufficient  number  of  negroes,  to  give  all 
possible  despatch  to  the  completing  the  Redoubt  erecting 
upon  James  Island,  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Johnson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury do  pay  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  late 
Council  of  Safety  for  cutting  lines  of  intrenchment  across 
Charlestown  Neck,  any  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  current  money,  for 
carrying  the  works,  for  which  they  were  appointed,  into 
execution. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Friday  evening,  November  10,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee at  Utile  River  was  referred,  reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  answer  be  written  to  the 
said  Committee : 

In  Congress,  Charlestown,  November  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  of  September, 
directed  to  the  Connnittee  of  Intelligence,  was  produced 
to  the  General  Committee  the  23d  of  that  month  ;  and 
enclosed  are  the  minutes  from  the  journals  thereon,  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  James  Hamilton  became  a 
subscriber  to  the  Association  previous  to  your  complaints 
aga\nst  Daniel  Robins  being  laid  before  the  General  Com- 
mittee ;  therefore  that  part  of  your  allegation  could  no 
longer  subsist,  on  the  principle  we  would  wish  to  observe, 
of  making  forgiveness  the  consequence  of  repentance  :  other 
part  of  your  charge  against  Robins  seems  not  to  have  been 
much  attended  to,  the  General 'Committee  viewing  the 
matter  as  we  now  do,  to  have  been  wholly  cognizable  by 
your  Committee. 

And  in  answer  to  your  last,  of  the  23d  ult.,  directed  to 
the  General  Committee,  we  mention,  that  observing  your 
readiness  to  serve  your  country  in  other  respects,  and  as  it 
calls  on  you  to  be  a  District  Committee,  your  resignation 
cannot  be  admitted.  And  we  would  now  hint  to  you,  if 
Robins  behaves  contumaciously,  he  is  still  in  your  power, 
clothed  with  authority,  as  you  are,  equal  to  other  District 
or  Parochial  Comniittees. 

The  necessary  attention  will  be  paid  to  your  application 
for  a  supply  of  gunpowder,  and  what  money  you  have  ad- 
vanced for  the  publick  will  be  repaia  on  application  of  either 
of  your  members. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
Mr.  President,  and  sent  to  the  Little  River  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Little  River  Committee  be  supplied 
with  fifty  pounds  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  a  proportion- 
able quantity  of  Lead. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Commission  be  issued  to 
Captain  JJlake. 

South-Caholina. 
To  Edward  Blake,  Esq. 

You  are  hureby  nominated  and  appointed  Commissary 
of  Stores  for  the  Naval  Department  in  this  Colony  ;  and  you 
are  to  execute  all  ord<  is  you  may  receive  fioin  time  to  lime 
from  the  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety  for  the  lime  being. 


This  commission  to  continue  during  pleasure.     Dated  the 
10th  of  November,  1775. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

William  Henri  Drayton,  President. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  all  the  Boats  and  Canoes 
employed  in  fishing,  be  obliged  to  pass  Fort  Johnson,  and 
call  at  said  Fort. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Commander  at  Fort 
Johnson  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ordered,  strictly  to  examine 
all  Fishing  and  other  Boats  passing  the  said  Fort,  as  well 
those  who  shall  have  permits  as  those  of  Fishermen,  in 
order  that  no  improper  correspondence  be  carried  on,  which 
might  prove  injurious  to  the  Colony  in  its  present  state. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  John  Morris,  Esq.,  Comp- 
troller of  the  Customs,  on  account  of  his  present  ill  slate 
of  health,  upon  his  parole  not  lo  go  on  board  or  have  any 
intercourse  with  any  of  the  King's  Vessels,  have  leave  to 
pass  and  repass  to  his  Island,  by  permits,  during  the  plea- 
sure of  this  Congress,  or  authority  derived  from  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  indulgence  granted  to  Mr.  Morris, 
shall  not  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

The  Messenger  who  had  in  charge  to  deliver  the  lyCt- 
ter  to  Captain  Thornbrough,  reported  the  delivery  thereof; 
and  that  Captain  Thornbrough  only  said,  "  it  is  very  well." 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  President  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  order  such  motions  of  the  Troops  as  he  shall 
think  necessary  to  enable  Captain  Blake  to  sink  certaia 
Schooners  in  Hog  Island  channel. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  tha 
Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

The  said  Journals  were  accordingly  read  to  the  21st  of 
Atigust,  inclusive,  page  154. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  November  11,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordnance  Storekeeper  and  Powder 
Receiver,  do  forthwith  deliver  five  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  Gunpowder,  and  proper  Cannon  Ball  in  proportion,  to 
the  order  of  Captain  Joseph  Darrel,  for  the  use  of  Lytttl- 
ion's  bastion. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  officer  do  likewise  deliver  to 
Captain  Ezek'iel  Polk,  thiiteen  pounds  weight  of  Gun- 
powder, Lead  in  proportion,  and  three  dozen  Flints,  for 
the  use  of  his  company  of  Volunteer  Rangers. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Captain  Edward  Blake, 
Commissary  of  Stores  for  the  Naval  Department,  be  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  if  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  to 
purchase  eight  thousand  pounds  weight  of  Bread,  for  the 
use  of  ilie  Naval  Armament  of  this  Colony.  And  that  this 
Congress  will  make  provision  for  the  payment  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  the 
Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety. 

L^pon  receipt  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Purves,  of 
the  Rangers,  dated  Dorchester,  November  10,  1775, 

Ordered,  That  the  reading  of  the  Journals  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  be  postponed. 

And  Captain  Purves's  Letter  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  leferied  to  a  Committee  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Colonel  Laurens,  Co\(me\ 
Bull,  Col.  Gervais,  Dr.  Oliphant,  and  Capi.  John  Hugcr. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colo- 
ny do  forthwith  sit,  and  report  their  progress  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  Novemlxjr  12,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turquand,  by  desire  of  the  Congress, 
performed  divine  service  before  them. 

Captain  Tufts,  of  the  Colony  Schooner  Defence,  who 
had  been  ordered  to  cover  and  protect  liie  sinking  of  a 
number  of  Hulks,  prepared  for  that  purpose,  on  tlie  bar  of 
Hug  Island  Creek,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  ships 
of  war  through  the  said  creek,  reported  ; 
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That  having  yesterday,  about  two  o'clock  in  tlie  after- 
noon, proceeded  with  four  hulks,  in  order  to  sink  them 
upon  the  bar  of  that  Creek,  being  about  gunshot  from  the 
King's  Ships  7'amer  of  sixteen,  and  Cherokee  of  six  guns; 
as  he  approached  the  place  of  liis  destination,  the  Tamer 
fired  six  siiols  at  him,  which  he,  just  coming  to  an  anchor, 
returned  with  two;  that  the  Tamer  continuing  the  can- 
nonade, he  contented  himself  with  returning  only  one  shot 
more,  and  then  proceeded  to  sink  the  hulks.  That  he  ac- 
cordingly sunk  three  of  them,  but  the  fourth  not  coming 
up  early  enough  in  the  tide,  he  continued  the  night  on  his 
station,  in  order  to  sink  her  also,  at  a  proper  time  of  tide. 
That  about  a  quarter  after  four  this  morning,  the  Tamer 
and  Cherokee,  having  warped  nearer  to  his  vessel  in  the 
night,  discharged  their  broadsides  at  him,  and  continued 
the  cannonade  until  about  seven  o'clock ;  when  having, 
notwithstanding  so  lieavy  a  fire,  carried  her  to  her  proper 
station,  and  having  scuttled  her  in  various  places,  left  her 
sinking,  and  then,  having  no  further  duty  to  perform,  he 
retreated.  That  however,  as  the  hulk,  being  loaded  with 
sand,  was  a  considerable  time  in  sinking,  and  as  he  was 
considerably  retreated,  the  Tamer  sent  an  armed  boat, 
which  fired  the  hulk,  towing  her  into  shallower  water, 
where  she  shortly  after  sunk.  That  in  his  retreat  he  in- 
effectually fired  a  shot  at  this  armed  boat,  but  finding  his 
shot  would  not  be  of  any  service,  he  refrained  from  such 
an  expenditure  of  ammunition.  That  notwithstanding  so 
long  and  severe  a  cannonade  from  the  Tamer  and  Chero- 
kee, he  received  no  other  damage  but  one  shot  under  his 
counter,  one  in  his  broadside,  and  a  third  which  cut  his 
fore  starboard  shroud.  That  he  had  not  one  man  wounded. 
That  in  general  the  shot  passed  between  his  rigging  and 
struck  the  main  land.  And  that  amidst  this  itnminent  dan- 
ger the  officers  and  men  on  board,  although  in  general  new 
in  the  service,  displayed  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  tran- 
quillity and  coolness. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  returned 
to  Captain  Tufts,  for  his  spirited  and  prudent  conduct  upon 
this  occasion  ;  and  also  to  Captain  HHlliain  Scoit,  who  acted 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  command  of  the  Marines  on  board 
the  Schooner  Defence ;  and  that  those  gentlemen  be  re- 
quested to  return  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  acted  under  their  respective  commands. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  complaint  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of 
Rangers,  respecting  rank  and  precedence,  delivered  in 
their  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolution 
thereupon : 

Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of  Rangers  be  considered 
as  the  Third  Regiment  in  the  service  of  the  Colony ;  that 
the  degrees  of  First  and  Second  Lieutenants  be  considered 
as  giving  rank  regimentally  in  the  Regiments  respectively, 
and  not  otherwise;  and  that  upon  detachments  and  courts 
martial,  officers  of  horse  and  foot  of  equal  degree  shall 
take  rank  according  to  the  date  of  commissions. 

Ordered,  That  so  many  Stores  in  the  Town  of  Dor- 
chester as  have  been  hired  by  the  Committee  of  that  Pa- 
rish for  the  publick  service,  as  will  be  sufficient  to  lodge  the 
Troops  that  are  or  may  be  stationed  at  that  post,  be  forth- 
with fitted  up  for  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Captain  Joiner,  Captain 
Shubrick,  Mr.  Neufville,  and  Mr.  Verree,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  consider  the  expediency  and  expense  of  immediately 
fitting,  arming,  and  manning  the  Ship  Prosper  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Colony,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  or  sinking  the 
men  of  war  now  in  Rebellion  Road.  And  that  the  said 
Committee  do  immediately  sit,  and  report  thereon  without 
loss  of  time. 

Mr.  Gibbes,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  a 
view  of  Charlestown,  and  report  what  further  works  are 
immediately  necessary  for  its  most  effectual  defence  against 
hostile  attacks  by  ships  of  war,  delivered  in  their  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  immediately  taken  under 
consideration,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion thereupon : 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  Battery  of  six  heavy  pieces  of  Cannon 
be  immediately  erected  on  or  near  Colonel  Gadsden's  land. 
That  some  proper  Cannon  be  mounted  on  the  wharves, 
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near  the  centre  of  the  bay.  That  Granville's  bastion  be 
put  into  a  better  posture  of  defence.  That  the  jilatform 
in  the  north  face  of  Lyttelton's  bastion  be  extended.  That 
a  battery  of  three  or  four  guns  be  erected  near  Cummins's 
Point;  and  another  battery  of  two  or  three  guns  in  some 
proper  spot  at  Wappoo,  to  prevent  vessels  of  force  lying 
in  Ashley  River. 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency and  expense  of  immediately  fitting,  arming,  and 
manning  ihe  Ship  Prosper  in  the  service  of  the  Colony, 
delivered  in  their  Report. 

Which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  this 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

In  Congress,  Sunday  evening,  November  12,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Secretary  delivered  in  two  Returns,  one  from  the 
Sheriff  o(  Beaufort,  and  the  other  from  the  Sheriff  of  Cam- 
den, of  Prisoners  in  their  respective  Jails,  in  consequence 
of  the  Letters  which  the  late  General  Committee  had  di- 
rected him  to  write  to  them. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  five  thousand  pounds  weight 
of  Gunpowder,  of  the  present  stock  in  the  Colony,  be  re- 
served for  the  interior  defence  thereof. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired 
forthwith  to  write  to  the  Council  of  Safety  in  Georgia, 
stating  the  late  hostilities,  and  soliciting  their  utmost  im- 
mediate aid  and  assistance,  by  a  supply  of  all  the  Gun- 
powder, Arms,  and  other  Military  Stores  that  can  be 
spared. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Saussure  and  Mr.  Robert  Wil- 
liam Powell,  as  a  deputation  from  this  Congress,  do  pro- 
ceed with  Mr.  President's  Letter  to  Georgia. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency and  expense  of  fitting,  arming,  and  manning  the 
Ship  Prosper  in  the  immediate  service  of  this  Colony,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  or  sinking  the  men  of  war  now  in 
Rebellion  Road,  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  Ship  Prosper  be  immediately  im- 
pressed and  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Colony,  and  fitted 
and  armed  as  a  frigate  of  war,  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edivards,  Captain  Shubrick,  Cap- 
tain Joiner,  Mr.  Neufuille,  and  Mr.  Verree,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  Commissioners,  under  whose  direc- 
tion Captain  Blake  and  Captain  Cochran  are  to  proceed 
to  fit,  arm,  and  man  the  Ship  Prosper,  with  all  possible 
expedition. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  President  was  requested  to  write  to 
Colonel  Moultrie,  as  follows : 

Charlestown,  November  12,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  post  a  detachment  of 
fifty  able  men  from  the  regiments  under  your  command, 
with  such  officer  as  you  shall  judge  proper  for  the  service, 
at  whatever  wharf  in  Charlestown  the  ship  Prosper,  im- 
pressed into  the  service  of  the  Colony,  shall  lie ;  and  to 
guard  and  protect  the  said  ship  against  any  attempt  that 
may  be  made  to  injure  or  remove  her,  until  further  orders. 

IBy  order  of  Congress  : 

William  Henry  DraytOj,  President. 

To  Colonel  Moultrie. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Oliphant,  Mr.  Gibbes,  and  Colonel 
Moultrie,  be  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  Resolution  of  this  morning,  respecting  the  erecting  of 
additional  batteries  for  the  defence  of  Charlestown. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Colonel 
Pinckney,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun.,  be  authorized 
to  order  and  do  whatever  they  shall  think  necessary  for 
the  publick  safety,  until  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  November  13,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  Powell,  and  Mr.  De  Saussure,  the 


n 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 


52 


gentlemen  who  were  yesterday  deputed  from  this  Congress 
to  go  to  Georgia,  be  authorized  and  desired  to  engage  all 
and  every  able  and  eftective  seaman  they  may  meet  with 
there,  who  shall  be  willing  to  enter  into  the  service  of  this 
Colony ;  and  that  they  be  also  authorized  to  purchase  all 
the  Sulphur,  Saltpetre  and  Lead  that  can  be  got  there. 
That  one  thousand  Pounds  currency  be  immediately  placed 
into  the  hands  of  the  said  Messrs.  foivcll  and  De  Saus- 
sure  for  the  purposes  aboveinentioned ;  and  that  this  Con- 
gress will  cause  their  drafts  for  any  further  sums  that  may 
be  wanted,  to  be  paid. 

John  Mci^uccn,  Esq.,  was  returned  as  duly  elected  a 
Representative  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Paul,  to  serve  in  the 
present  Congress  in  the  room  of  William  Skirving,  Esq., 
who  serves  for  St.  Bartholomew's. 

And  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Moultrie  be  desired  to  order  a 
Ser^jeant  and  twelve  men  to  go  on  board  the  Schooner 
Defence  every  evening,  at  five  o'clock,  and  to  remain  on 
board  until  seven  in  the  morning,  until  the  furiiier  order  of 
the  Congress  therein. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  draft  which 
he  had  been  requested  to  prepare,  of  a  Letter  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  in  Georgia,  slating  the  late  hostilities 
by  the  British  arms. 

And  the  same  being  read,  was  amended,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  »rder  of  Congress. 

South-Carolina,  Charlcstown,  November  12,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  actual  commencement  of  hostilities 
by  the  British  arms  in  this  Colony  against  the  inhabitants, 
is  an  event  of  the  highest  moment  to  the  southern  part  of 
the  United  Colonies  on  this  Continent ;  therefore,  lest  so 
important  an  event  should  be  nnisrepresented,  I  am  direct- 
ed to  inform  you  of  tlie  particulars  of  it,  and  of  a  subse- 
quent action. 

As  it  was  found  necessary  to  obstruct  the  channel  of 
Hog  Island  Creek,  being  one  approach  to  this  town  from 
Rebellion  Road,  Captain  l\tfts,  commander  of  the  Colony 
schooner  Defence,  mounted  with  two  nine-pounders,  six 
six-pounders,  and  two  four-pounders,  having  on  board  se- 
venty seamen  and  marines,  proceeded  yesterday,  about 
two  in  the  afternoon,  with  four  hulks,  in  order  to  sink 
them  upon  the  bar  of  that  creek,  being  about  gunshot  from 
the  King's  ships  Tamer  of  sixteen,  and  the  Cherokee  of 
six  guns.  As  Captain  Tufts  approached  the  place  of  his 
destination,  the  Tamer  fired  six  shot  at  him,  wliich  Cap- 
tain Tufts,  just  coming  to  an  anchor,  returned  with  two ; 
and  the  Tamer  continuing  the  cannonade,  Captain  Tufts 
contented  himself  with  returning  only  one  shot  more,  and 
then  proceeded  to  sink  the  hulks.  He  accordingly  sunk 
three  large  schooner  hulks,  but  the  fourth  not  corning  up 
■early  enough  on  the  tide,  he  continued  the  night  on  his 
station,  in  order  to  sink  her  also,  at  a  proper  time  of  tide. 
About  a  quarter  after  four  in  the  morning,  the  Tamer  and 
Cherokee,  having  warped  nearer  to  Captain  Tufts  in  the 
night,  discliarged  their  broadsides  at  him,  and  continued 
the  cannonade  until  about  seven  o'clock,  when  Captain 
Tufts  having,  notwithstanding  so  heavy  a  fire,  carried 
the  hulk  to  her  proper  station,  and  having  scuttled  her  in 
various  places,  left  her  sinking,  and  then,  having  no  further 
duty  to  perform,  he  retreated.  However,  as  the  hulk,  being 
loaded  with  sand,  was  a  considerable  time  in  sinking,  and 
as  Captain  Tufts  was  considerably  retreated,  the  Tamer 
sent  an  armed  boat  which  fired  the  hulk,  towing  her  into 
shallower  water,  where  she  shortly  after  sunk.  Captain 
Tufts  in  his  retreat,  ineffectually  fired  a  shot  at  this  armed 
boat,  but  finding  his  firing  would  not  be  of  any  service,  he 
very  prudently  refrained  from  such  an  expenditure  of  am- 
munition. Notwithstanding  so  long  and  severe  a  cannon- 
ade from  the  Tamer  and  Cherokee,  on  board  of  which  last 
Lord  William  Campbell  has  for  some  time  past  fixed  his 
residence.  Captain  Tufts  received  no  other  damage  but 
one  shot  under  his  counter,  one  in  his  broadside,  and  a  third 
which  cut  his  fore  starboard  shroud  ;  not  a  man  was  wound- 
ed. In  general  the  shot  passed  between  his  rigging,  and 
struck  the  main  land  ;  and  amidst  this  imminent  danger, 
the  officers  and  men  on  board,  although  in  general  new  in  the 
service,  displayed  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  tranquillity  and 
coolness,  during  this  heavy  fire.     Fort  Johnson  discharged 


some  twenty -six  pounders  at  the  Tamer  and  Cherokee, 
but  the  cannon  requiring  an  elevation  of  ten  degrees  to 
reach  them,  rather  than  continue  to  discharge  such  random 
shot  the  firing  from  that  post  was  discontinued. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  metropolis  were  in  general  spec- 
tators of  the  latter  part  of  the  cannonade.  The  drums 
beat  to  arms,  and  the  militia  in  a  body  assembled  under 
their  officers  with  such  alertness,  and  so  properly  armed, 
as  gave  the  highest  pleasure  and  confidence  to  the  publick. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 
servant, 

William  Henry  Dkayton,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Savannah,  in 
Georgia. 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Pilot  Boats,  lately  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  Colony,  be  ordered  to  continue  cruizing 
till  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  for  the  Naval 
Department,  do  continue  to  supply  the  said  Boats  with 
Provisions  and  other  necessaries. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  and  the  means  for  inmiediately  putting  the 
same  into  the  most  defensible  state,  reported  in  part,  ac- 
cording to  order. 

And  the  said  partial  Report  being  taken  under  imme- 
diate consideration,  the  Congress  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon : 

Resolved,  That,  as  there  is  a  great  want  of  men  to 
manage  and  fire  the  Artillery  in  Fort  Johnson,  and  the 
other  fortifications  now  erected,  and  such  batteries  as  it 
may  hereafter  be  thought  necessary  to  erect,  a  Regiment  of 
Artillery  be  forthwith  raised  and  embodied,  to  serve  either 
in  garrisons  or  otherwise,  by  land  or  water,  as  the  service 
of  the  Colony  may  require,  to  consist  of  three  Companies 
of  one  hundred  tnen  each,  including  non-commissioned 
Officers  and  Gunners. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Regiment  be  officered,  and  al- 
lowed daily  pay,  as  follows ;  and  rations  at  three  Shillings 
a  day : 

A  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  five  Pounds  cur- 
rency per  day. 

A  Major,  four  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings. 

Three  Captains,  three  Pounds  each. 

Three  First  Lieutenants,  one  Pound  and  fifteen  Shil- 
lings each. 

Three  Second  Lieutenants,  one  Pound  and  fifteen  Shil- 
lings each. 

Six  Lieutenants  Fire  Workers,  one  Pound  twelve  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  each. 

A  Quartermaster,  one  Pound  and  fifteen  Shillings. 

An  Adjutant,  two  Pounds  and  five  Shillings. 

A  Surgeon,  two  Pounds. 

A  Surgeon's  Mate,  one  Pound  and  ten  Shillings. 

A  Sergeant  Workman,  to  attend  the  Laboratory,  fifteen 
Shillings. 

Twelve  Sergeants,  twelve  Shillings  each. 

Twelve  Corporals,  eleven  Shillings  each. 

Thirty  Gunners,  ten  Shillings  each. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Matrosses,  seven  Shillings 
and  six  Pence  each. 

Three  Drums,  eleven  Shillings  each. 

Three  Fifes,  eleven  Shillings  each. 

An  Armourer,  twenty  Shillings. 

An  Assistant  Armourer,  ten  Shillini's. 

A  Paymaster,  two  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  twenty-five  Pounds  currency,  bounty 
money,  be  allowed  and  paid  to  every  able  bodied  and 
effective  man  who  shall  voluntarily  enlist  in  the  said  Re- 
giment ;  to  be  paid  in  such  proportions,  and  at  such  periods, 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  shall  have  the  best  tendency 
to  promote  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  Pounds  per  man 
for  the  Privates,  and  thirty-five  Pounds  for  the  Sergeants 
and  Corporals,  be  allowed  for  clothing  the  said  Regiment 
of  Artillery. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  men  to  be  raised  for  the  said 
Regiment,  and  also  all  the  men  henceforward  to  be  en- 
listed in  the  service  of  the  Colony,  be  engaged  for  six 
months  certain,  an3  not  exceeding  the  term  of  two  years, 
if  they  shall  then  desire  to  be  discharged. 
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That  Mr.  /?«/p/i  hard,  Mr.  Thomas  MiihUcton,  (son  of 
Henry,)  and  Mr.  John  McC^ueen,  be  a  Committee,  to  re- 
ceive tlie  names  of  such  gentlemen  as  may  offer  them- 
selves to  serve  as  officers  in  the  Rej^iment  of  AitiUery,  to 
be  forthwith  raised  ;  and  that  they  do  sit  in  the  Assembly 
Room  at  the  State  House  for  that  purpose,  from  seven  to 
eight  o'clock  this  evening,  and  from  eight  to  nine  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  immediately  cause  pub- 
lick  notice  hereof  to  be  given,  in  printed  handbills,  and 
by  beat  of  drum. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Monday  evening,  November  13,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  to  read  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  second  para- 
graph thereof  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  to  read  the 
Journals  of  the  late  Council  of  Safely. 

Ordered,  That  the  reading  of  said  Journal  be  postponed. 

Ordered,  That  the  third  paragraph  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  be  now  taken 
under  consideration.     And  after  some  debate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  postponed. 

On  information  that  Moses  Kirhland  had  been  seen  in 
town  this  evening, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Laurens,  and  any  other  two 
members,  do  make  immediate  inquiry  of,  and  take  such 
steps  as  they  shall  find  necessary  for  apprehending  the 
said  Moses  Kirkland,  if  returned  to  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Laurens  and  Mr.  Jacob  Matte 
be  added  to  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  several  new 
batteries  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  Charlestown. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Colonel  Pinckney,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun.,  be  authorized  to  order  and 
do  whatever  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  publick  safety, 
till  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Teller  for  the  yeas,  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes. 

Teller  for  the  nays,  Colonel  Pinckney. 

And  it  was  accordingly  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Clement  I^empriere,  Esq., 
be  appointed  Captain  and  Commander  of  the  Ship  jP;os- 
per,  now  fitting  and  arming  in  the  Colony  service.  That 
Captain  Thomas  Sherman  be  appointed  First  Lieutenanx 
of  the  said  Ship  ;  and  that  the  ofticering,  manning,  and 
the  wages  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen,  be  at  the  same 
rates  as  of  the  Schooner  Defence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  commissions  ac- 
cordingly, for  officering  the  said  Ship. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Thomas  Savage,  Mr.  George 
Abbot  Hall,  Mr.  Kalteisen,  and  Captain  Leger,  be  added 
to  the  Commissioners  for  fitting  out  and  arming  the  ship 
Prosper,  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant, 
the  Major,  the  three  Captains,  the  Surgeon,  and  the  Pay- 
master, to  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  forthwith  raised, 
be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  Members  of  Congress ;  and 
that  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  said  corps  be  chosen  by 
the  Captains  so  elected,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Commandant. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday  evening,  November  14,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  following  Officers  to  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  to 
be  formed,  were  then  balloted  for  by  the  Members ;  and 
at  the  close  of  the  poll,  by  Mr.  President  declared  duly 
elected : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant,  Owen  Roberts,  Esq. 

Major,  Hon.  Barnard  Elliott. 

Captains,  Barnard  Beekman,  Charles  Drayton,  Sims 
White,  Esqs. 

Paymaster,  Paul  Townshend,  Esq. 

Surgeon,  John  Budd,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  Commissions 
accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


In  Congress.  Tuesday,  November  14,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  William 
Henry  Drayton,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Tenneni,  Arthur  Mid- 
dleton,  Esq.,  Captain  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  Col. 
Gervais,  Captain  Roger  Smith,  Mr.  Thomas  Heyward, 
Jun.,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  of  Intelligence,  to  correspond  with, 
and  communicate  to,  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  parts 
of  this  Colony,  every  kind  of  necessary  information  ;  with 
power  to  hire  horses  and  send  expresses  upon  all  occasions 
that  they  shall  think  proper;  and,  until  a  Council  of  Safety 
shall  be  appointed,  to  seize,  or  cause  to  be  seized  and  se- 
cured, and  take  the  examinations  of  all  such  persons,  who, 
being  at  large,  may  endanger  the  publick  safety,  or  prove 
injurious  to  the  common  cause  o(  America. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  be  now  proceeded 
in. 

On  motion,  That  the  Congress  do  agree  with  the  Cojn- 
mittee,  "  That  the  two  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  the  Regi- 
ment of  Horse,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Colony,  be  completed 
to  their  first  establishment,  viz :  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
men  to  the  foot,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  the  horse," 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put, 

It  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  seconded,  "That  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  for  the  time  being,  shall  issue  orders  to  com- 
plete the  original  establishment  of  the  Army  voted  by  the 
last  Congress,  in  proportion  as  arms  and  clothing  shall  be 
procured ;  and  that  the  said  Council  shall  use  the  most 
effectual  means  for  procuring  arms  and  clothing,  with  all 
possible  expedition." 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put, 

The  Congress  divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth :  Yeas  49 ;  nays  48. 


In  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  15,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  Commissions  for 
all  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  forthwith  to 
be  raised ;  and  also  for  the  promotion  of  Officers  in  the 
Regiments  of  Infantry. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  for  auditing  the 
publick  Accounts,  reported  the  following  as  proper  to  be 
paid,  viz: 

To  Major  Golsan,  -  -  £  94  10  0 
Capt.  Gasper  Brown's,  288  0  0 
Capt.  Flood's,  -  -  -  163  2  6 
Capt.  Gasper  Olt's,  -  318  15  0 
Capt.  Aaron  Little's,-  231  15  0 
Capt.  H.  Geigcr's,     -   164  10  0 

£1260  12  9 

To  the  Committee  of  Prince  Frederick's 

Parish, 24  10  0 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrants  far 
the  payment  of  said  sums. 

And  Warrants  were  accordingly  issued. 

Information  being  laid  before  the  Congress,  that  Robert 
McKeown,  a  waiter  in  the  service  of  the  customs,  had  yes- 
terday proceeded  on  board  the  Tamer  sloop-of-war, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  McKeoivn  be  summoned  to  at- 
tend immediately. 

And  the  said  Robert  McKeown  attending  accordingly, 
he  was  examined  touching  the  information  aforesaid  ;  and 
declared,  that  being  ignorant  of  his  having  been  restrained 
from  going  out  of  the  limits  of  Charlestown,  he  did  go  on 
board  the  Tamer  only  to  carry  down  a  son  of  the  Collector 
of  the  Customs,  who  is  a  Midshipman  in  the  Navy. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Robert  McKeown,  be  enjoined 
and  required,  in  future,  strictly  to  confine  himself  in  the 
limits  of  Charlestotvn ;  and  to  have  no  further  communi- 
cation with  the  men  of  war. 
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Resolocd,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  fit  out 
the  Sliip  Prosper,  be,  and  lliey  are  liereby  autliorized 
and  empowered  to  take  such  measures  as  to  them  shall 
appear  must  eiFectuul,  to  |)rcvent  all  indirect  communica- 
tion and  correspondence  with  tiie  ships  of  war  in  liebeltion 
Road. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Secretary,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation,  bo  empowered  to  employ  a  proper 
person  or  persons  to  see  the  delivery  of  Provisions  per- 
mitted to  bo  sent  for  the  use  of  the  men  of  war,  in  such 
manner  as  is  most  likely  to  prevent  an  improper  corres- 
pondence being  carried  on,  and  the  quantity  of  Provisions 
permitted  being  exceeded. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  be  proceeded  in. 

And  being  accordingly  taken  under  consideration,  the 
Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  : 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  Pounds  currency,  be  forthwith  stamped 
and  issued,  for  the  (lay  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be 
raised,  and  incidental  charges  attending  the  same,  of  the 
following  denominations,  viz: 

10,000  bills  of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

10,000       "      five  Shillings. 

10,000       "      seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

10,000       "       ten  Shillings. 

10,000       "       fifteen  Shillings. 

10,000       "       one  Pound. 

10,000       "       one  Pound  and  ten  Shillings. 

10,000       "       two  Pounds. 

10,000       "      two  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings. 

10,000       "      three  Pounds, 
of  such  forms,  and  with  such  devices  and  mottoes,  as  the 
Commissioners  hereafter  to  be  named  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Middlelon,  (son  of  Henry,) 
Ralph  Izard,  John  Mc(^uec»,  Paul  Dowxsaint,  George 
Abbot  Hall,  Pelcr  Lcger,  Maurice  Simons,  Robert  Wil- 
liam Powell,  John  Berwick,  Peter  Bouquet,  Philotheos 
Chiffellc,  Roger  Smith,  Paul  Townsend,  Edward  Wey- 
man,  Alexander  Gillon,  Anthony  Toomer,  Daniel  Cannon, 
and  Francis  Salvador,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
Commissioners,  with  all  possible  clespatch  to  stamp,  and 
any  three  of  them  to  sign,  and  when  stamped,  signed,  and 
numbered,  from  time  to  time  to  deliver  all  the  said  bills 
into  the  hands  of  the  Colony  Treasurers. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart, 
Esquires,  joint  Publick  Treasurers  of  this  Colony,  do  forth- 
with lay  before  this  Congress  the  present  state  of  the 
Treasury,  with  an  account  of  all  the  Moneys  therein,  that 
are  issuable  or  not  issuable,  either  in  specie,  certificates, 
orders,  or  bills  of  credit. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Hammond  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  future  meetings  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  be  held  at  Camden,  or  some  other  more 
centrical  and  convenient  place. 

But  the  previous  question  being  demanded,  it  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
thirteen  members  to  form  a  Council  of  Safety,  by  ballot. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Colonel  Laurens,  Colonel 
Pinckney,  Colonel  Moultrie,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hcyward, 
Jun.,  be  authorized,  till  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  to- 
morrow morning,  to  order  and  do  every  thing  they  may 
think  necessary  for  the  publick  safety. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congross,  Tliursday,  November  16,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Joseph  Fogartie,  Esq.,  being  returned  as  duly  elected 
a  Representative  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Thomas  and  St. 
Dennis,  to  serve  in  the  present  Congress  in  the  room  of 
John  Moore,  Esq.,  who  declined  serving,  that  gentleman 
attended,  and  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  members  to 
constitute  a  new  Council  of  Safety. 


And  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected,  viz: 

1.  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney. 

2.  Colonel  Henry  Laurens. 

3.  Hon.  Henry  Middleton. 

4.  Thomas  Ferguson,  Esq. 
6.  Arthur  Middleton,  Esq. 

6.  Thomas  Heywnrd,  Jun.,  Esq. 

7.  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq. 

8.  Hon.  Rawlins  Lowndes,  Esq. 

9.  Thomas  Bee,  Esq. 

10.  Benjamin  Elliott,  Esq. 

1 1 .  Colonel  James  Parsons. 

12.  David  Oliphant,  Esq. 

13.  Thomas  Savage,  Esq. 

After  which  the  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  Novemt>er  17,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  list  of  Members  was  called  over. 

Jacob  Motte,  Esq.,  was  returned  duly  elected  a  Repre- 
sentative for  the  Parish  of  St.  James,  Santee,  where  he 
and  Mr.  Jerman  before  had  equal  votes. 

And  he  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Laurens,  Mr.  Thomas  Hey  ward, 
Jun.,  and  Mr.  Bee,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  and  cor- 
rect the  journals  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in 
order  that  such  parts  thereof  as  may  be  proper  to  be  made 
publick,  be  printed  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  cause  such  parts  of  the 
said  Journals  as  shall  be  put  into  his  hands  for  that  purpose, 
to  be  printed  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Captain  William  Caitell  desired  leave,  and  read  a  Let- 
ter to  him  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roberts,  requesting 
that  his  most  grateful  thanks  might  be  returned  to  the 
Congress  for  the  honour  they  had  conferred  upon  him,  by 
appointing  him  to  the  command  of  the  Regiment  of  Artil- 
lery ;  and  giving  assurances  that  were  proper  on  such  an 
occasion. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Laurens,  Colonel  Piiwkney, 
Major  Pinckney,  Captain  Harrington,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ten- 
nent,  Mr.  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Mid- 
dleton, be  a  Committee,  to  consider  of,  state,  and  bring 
into  one  view,  the  powers  and  authorities  proper  to  be 
vested  in  and  exercised  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Boote,  respect- 
ing their  maintenance,  dated  yesterday. 

Resolved,  That  John  Dunn,  and  Benjamin  Booth  Boote, 
Esquires,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings  currency 
each,  for  their  daily  support  and  maintenance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  on 
the  Treasury  for  the  payment  of  the  last  month's  lodging 
and  board  of  the  said  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Boote,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  twelve  Pounds  currency. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Militia  of  Charlestown 
who  do  nightly  duty  be  allowed  and  provided  with  Fire- 
wood and  Candles  at  the  publick  expense. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Calvert  do  furnish  the  Militia 
Guards  with  Firewood  and  Candles  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Sumpier  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  all  Officers,  Gunners,  Ma- 
trosses,  or  any  other  persons  receiving  pay  or  hire  in  the 
service  of  the  Artillery  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  governed 
by  the  same  rules  and  articles,  and  be  subject  to  be  tried 
by  Courts  IVIartial,  in  like  manner  with  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  the  other  Troops  in  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  for  differences  arising  among  them- 
selves, or  in  matters  relating  solely  to  their  own  corps,  the 
Courts  Martial  may  be  composed  of  their  own  Officers; 
but  where  a  sufficient  number  of  such  Officers  cannot  be 
assembled,  or  in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  interest- 
ed, the  Officers  of  Artillery  shall  sit  in  Courts  Martial  with 
the  Officers  of  the  otlier  corps  in  the  service  of  the  Colo- 
ny, taking  their  rank  according  to  the  dates  of  their  re- 
spective commissions,  and  no  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  now  to  be 
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raised  and  embodied,  be  the  fourth  Regiment  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Colony  ;  and  that  Officers  of  equal  rank  in 
the  four  Regiments  in  the  Colony  service,  shall  lake  pre- 
cedence according  to  the  dates  of  their  respective  commis- 
sions. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  Novombor  18,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjourntnent. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 
Messrs.  Peronneau  ai\d  Dart,  joint  Piiblick  Treasurers, 
attended,  and  delivered  in  the  following: 

State  of  the  Paper  Currency  in  the  PublicTc  Treasury 
of  South-Carolina. 

Of  lawful  Bills  of  Credit,  so  torn  and  oblite- 
rated as  to  become  impassable,  of  various 
denominations,  about    -         -         -         -  £50,000  0  0 

Of  Tax  Certificates  and  puhlick  orders  out  of 
date,  and  kept  to  be  destroyed,  agreeable  to 
lawsof  the  Province,  about     -         -         -     19,000  0  0 

Of  Certificates  issued  by  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, about 19,200  0  0 

Of  Certificates  issued  by  the  Congress,       -      1,. 320  0  0 

N.  B.  Not  a  single  piece  of  Gold  or  Silver  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

There  is  owing,  on  bonds  to  the  King,  for  Ne- 
gro duties,  about 13,000  0  0 

And  on  Notes  to  the  joint  Treasurers  for  other 

duties, 24,000  0  0 

Upon  application  from  the  Vestry  of  Si.  Philip's  Parish, 
Charlestoum, 

Resolved,  That  a  loan  of  Ten  Thousand  Pounds  currency 
be  furnished,  from  the  Colony  Treasury,  to  the  Vestry  of 
the  Parish  of  St.  Philip,  on  the  credit  of  the  Parishes  of 
St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
publick  poor;  for  which  sum  the  said  Vestry  are  hereafter 
to  account  with  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parishes  of  St. 
Philip  and  St.  Michael,  Charlestown,  ought  forthwith  to 
pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Vestry  the  Poor's  Rales  assessed 
and  to  be  assessed  on  them  respectively,  according  to  law  ; 
and  that  processes  ought  to  be  issued  by  the  Vestry  and 
Church-wardens,  against  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  pay  his  or  their  Poor  s  Rales,  so  assessed. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Calhoun  and  Captain  fVinn  be 
added  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  delivered  in  a  further  Report  respecting  the 
regulation  of  the  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  respecting  the  Militia,  be  now  taken 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Green,  and  Mr.  Newton,  from  the 
back  country,  attended,  and  were  severally  admitted,  who 
gave  very  alarming  accounts  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  those 
parts. 

Ordered,  That  two  thousand  pounds  weight  of  the 
publick  Gunpowder,  lately  deposited  in  the  Magazine  at 
Dorchester,  be  removed  from  thence  to  Charlestoum,  with 
all  possible  expedition. 

Colonel  Wofford  delivered  in  a  Memorial  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  District  between  Enoree  and  Broad  Rivers, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  which  was  read. 

Colonel  Laurens  delivered  in  the  following  appraisement 
or  valuation  of  the  Ship  Prosper: 

"  Charlcatown,  November  18,  1775. 
"In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress, 
we,  the  subscribers,  have  valued  the  ship  Prosper,  of  Bris- 
tol, lately  taken  into  the  service  of  the  Colony ;  and  it  is 
our  opinion,  that  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  the  value 
thereof  in  current  money,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  the  said  ship ;  and  we  recommend  that  such 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  the  value  thereof. 


as  aforesaid,  be  tendered  to  Captain Smith,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  said  ship,  on  behalf  of  his  owners;  and  that  the 
register  of  the  said  ship,  and  a  proper  assignment,  be  at 
the  same  time  demanded  from  the  said  Captain  Smith. 

"  Henry  Laurens, 
"  RoGRK  Smith, 
"  Edward  Bi.ake." 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Recruiting  Officers  of  tlie 
Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this 
Colony,  be  allowed  three  Pounds  and  five  Shillings  per 
head,  for  every  effective  man  they  shall  enlist  for  that  corps, 
brought  to  head-quarters,  attested,  and  approved  of  by 
the  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant ;  and  that  a  suit  of 
artillery  and  tenting  be  allowed  and  provided  for  the  said 
Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bounty  Money  for  raising  the  said 
Regiment  be  issued  as  it  may  be  wanted  ;  and  that  Money 
be  also  issued  for  the  purchase  of  such  Clothing,  Tenting 
and  Small  Arms,  as  can  be  procured  from  Georgia  or  else- 
where ;  and  that  drafts  on  the  Congress  or  Council  of 
Safety  for  the  time  being,  for  the  purchase  of  those  arti- 
cles, or  any  part  of  them,  be  duly  paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  prepare  the 
draft  of  a  Declaration,  calculated  to  remove  the  preju- 
dices entertained  in  some  parts  of  the  Colony,  against  the 
measure  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  in  sending  a  small 
quantity  of  Ammunition  to  the  Cherokee  Indians, 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony  being  proceeded  in, 

A  debate  arose  on  that  part  thereof  requiring  that  every 
Company  of  Militia  throughout  the  Colony  should  be  as- 
sembled, mustered,  trained  and  exercised  once  a  fortnight. 

And  a  question  being  put  thereon. 

The  Congress  divided ;  the  yeas  went  forth: 

For  the  question  43  ;  against  it  29. 

So  that  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  debate  also  arose  on  that  part  of  the  said  Report  subject- 
ing Privates,  not  appearing  completely  armed  at  the  places 
and  on  the  days  appointed,  to  a  fine  of  three  Pounds,  and 
Officers  to  a  fine  of  twenty-five  Pounds,  for  every  default. 

And  the  question  being  put. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  CongreBB,  Sunday,  Novombor  19,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Paul  Turr/uand,  by  desire  of  Congress, 
performed  Divine  Service  before  them. 

Mr.  President  delivered  in  a  draft  of  the  Declaration 
which  he  had  been  directed  to  prepare,  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  misguided  people  in  the  back  country. 

And  the  said  draft  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, was  amended,  and  agreed  to  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: 

South-Carolina. 

By  authority  of  Congress. — A  Declaration. 
It  has  ever  been  the  policy  of  America  in  general,  and 
of  this  Colony  in  particular,  to  endeavour  to  cultivate  a 
good  correspondence  with  the  neighbouring  Indians;  and 
especially  so,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  un- 
happy disputes  with  the  British  Administration.  This 
policy  originated  from  a  view  of  preserving,  at  the  cheap- 
est rale,  our  borders  from  savage  inroads,  pushed  on  by 
French  or  Spanish  management,  or  Indian  avidity  or  fe- 
rocity. Of  late  this  policy  has  been  persevered  in ;  and 
our  endeavours  have  been  redoubled,  in  order  to  oppose 
and  to  frustrate  the  design  of  the  British  Administration, 
by  the  hands  of  Indians,  to  deluge  our  frontiers  with  the 
blood  of  our  fellow-citizens.  Experience  has  taught  us, 
that  occasional  presents  to  the  Indians  has  been  the  great 
means  of  acquiring  their  friendship.  In  this  necessary  ser- 
vice, Government  every  year  has  expended  large  sums  of 
money  ;  and  ihe  Continental  Congress  having  divided  the 
management  of  the  Indian  affairs  into  three  departments, 
have  allotted  for  the  expenses  of  this  Southern  Department 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
friendship  of  the  Indians  on  the  back  of  our  settlemeots. 
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The  late  Council  of  Safety  spared  no  pains  to  con6rtn 
them  in  their  pacifick  inclinations ;  but,  from  the  repeated, 
constant  and  uniform  accounts  tliey  received  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  in  Georgia,  the  Indiati  traders  in  that  and  in 
this  Colony,  and  among  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees,  and 
the  persons  there  employed  by  the  two  Colonies  to  super- 
intend the  Indian  aflairs,  it  clearly  and  unfortunately  ap- 
peared, that  a  general  Indian  war  was  inevitable,  unless 
the  Indians  were  furnished  with  some  small  supplies  of 
amn)unition,  to  enable  them  to  procure  deer  skins  for  their 
support  and  maintenance. 

Rather  than  draw  on  an  Indian  war,  by  an  ill-timed  fru- 
gality in  withholding  anmiunition,  our  friends  in  Georgia 
resolved  to  supply  the  Creeks  with  such  a  ciuantity  as 
might,  in  son)e  degree,  satisfy  their  urgent  wants,  but 
could  not  incite  by  enabling  them  to  commit  hostilities. 
They  sent  on  that  service  two  thousand  weight  of  powder, 
and  a  propoilionable  weight  of  lead ;  they  also  strongly 
pressed  the  late  Council  of  Safely  to  supply  the  Chero- 
Jcees.  About  the  end  of  September,  the  Hon.  William 
Henry  Drayton,  a  member  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety, 
met  several  of  the  Cherokee  head  men  at  the  Congarees. 
Nothing  could  in  the  least  degree  satisfy  them  but  a  pro- 
mise of  some  ammunition.  At  lengtii  the  late  Council,  in 
October  last,  issued  a  supply  of  ammunition,  consisting  of 
only  one  thousand  weight  of  powder,  and  two  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  the  Cherokees,  as 
the  only  probable  means  of  preserving  the  frontiers  from 
the  inroads  of  the  Indians;  and  the  Council  the  more 
readily  agreed  to  this  measure,  because,  as  they  almost 
daily  expected  that  the  British  arms  would  attack  the 
Colony  in  front  on  the  sea  coast,  they  thought  they  would 
be  inexcusable,  if  they  did  not,  as  much  as  in  them  lay, 
remove  every  cause  to  apprehend  an  attack  at  the  same 
lime  from  the  Indians  upon  the  back  settlements. 

But  this  measure,  entered  into  by  the  Council  upon 
principles  of  the  soundest  policy,  of  Christianity,  breathing 
equal  benevolence  to  the  associatois  and  non-associators  in 
this  Colony,  and  arising  only  from  necessity,  unfortunately 
has  been,  by  some  non-associators,  made  an  instrument  for 
the  most  diabolical  purposes. 

These  wicked  men,  to  the  astonishment  of  common 
sense,  have  made  many  of  their  deluded  followers  believe 
that  this  ammunition  was  sent  to  the  Indians,  with  orders 
for  them  to  fall  upon  the  frontiers  and  to  massacre  the  non- 
associators  ;  and  taking  advantage  from  the  scarcity  of  am- 
munition among  individuals,  arising  from  the  necessity  of 
61iing  the  publick  magazines,  they  have  invidiously  repre- 
sented that  ammunition  ought  not  to  be  sent  to  the  Indians, 
while  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony,  individually,  are  in  a 
great  degree  destitute  of  that  article  ;  industriously  endea- 
vouring to  inculcate  this  doctrine  even  in  the  minds  of  the 
associators. 

Wherefore,  in  compassion  to  those  who  are  deluded  by 
such  representations,  the  Congress  have  taken  these  things 
into  their  consideration,  which  otherwise  would  have  been 
below  their  notice ;  and  they  desire  their  deceived  fellow- 
colonists  to  reflect,  that  the  story  of  the  ammunition  being 
sent  to  the  Indians  with  orders  for  them  to  massacre  the 
non-associators,  is  absurd  in  its  very  nature : 

First,  Because  the  whole  tenor  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  demonstrates,  that  they  were  incapable 
of  such  inhumanity  as  a  body;  the  character  of  each  indi- 
vidual shields  him  against  a  charge  of  so  cruel  a  nature ; 
and  Mr.  Drayton's  conduct  at  Ninety-Six,  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  fully  showed,  that  the  blood  of  the  non-associa- 
tors was  not  the  object  of  his  policy. 

Secondly,  Because,  also,  if  men  will  but  call  reason  to 
their  aid,  they  must  plainly  see,  that  if  the  Indians  were 
let  loose  upon  the  frontiers,  they  must  indiscriminately 
massacre  associators  and  non-associators,  since  there  is  no 
mark  to  distinguish  either  to  the  Indians;  and  therefore 
no  associator,  of  but  common  sense,  could  think  of  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  his  party,  by  executing  a  measure 
which  must  equally  ruin  friend  and  foe. 

However,  in  order  to  clear  up  all  difficulties  on  this  head, 
and  for  the  ease  of  the  minds  of  our  deceived  friends,  the 
Congress  in  a  body,  and  also  individually,  declare,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  before  almighty  God,  that  they  do 
not  believe  any  order  was  ever  issued,  or  any  idea  was 
ever  entertained,  by  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  or  any 


member  of  it,  or  by  any  person  under  authority  of  Congress, 
to  cause  the  Indians  to  commence  hostilities  upon  the 
frontiers,  or  any  part  thereof  On  the  contrary,  they  do 
believe,  that  they,  and  each  of  them,  have  used  every  en- 
deavour to  inculcate  in  the  Indians  sentiments  friendly  to 
the  inhabitants  without  any  distinction. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  our  fellow-colonists, 
individually,  are  not  so  well  supplied  with  ammunition  as 
would  be  adequate  to  their  private  convenience.  But  is 
not  the  situation  of  publick  affairs,  which  renders  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  guide  the  channels  through  which  am- 
munition is  brought  to  the  Colony  into  the  publick  maga- 
zines, before  any  part  of  them  can  be  permitted  to  reach 
the  publick  individually,  also  to  be  lamented  ?  Ought  not, 
nay,  this  unhappy  situation  of  publick  affairs  does  justify  the 
filling  the  publick  magazines  ;  thereby  securing  the  welfare, 
and  forming  the  defence  of  the  state,  at  the  risk  of  the 
convenience  or  safety  of  individuals.  And  if  out  of  the 
publick  stock  a  quantity  of  ammunition  is  given  to  the 
Indians,  which  may  be  sufficient  to  keep  them  quiet,  by 
in  some  degree  supplying  their  urgent  occasions,  yet  not 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  make  war ;  ought  our  people, 
nay,  they  cannot  have  any  reasonable  ground,  to  arraign 
that  policy  by  which  they  are  and  may  be  preserved  from 
savage  hostility  ;  or  to  complain,  that  because  the  whole 
Colony ,  the  publick  and  individuals,  cannot  be  supplied  with 
ammunition,  therefore  a  small  quantity  ought  not  to  be  sent 
to  the  Indians.  Men  should  reflect  that  this  small  quan- 
tity is  given  in  order  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  supply 
the  publick  individually  on  the  score  of  a  defence  against 
Indians,  a  service  that  would  consume  very  large  quanti- 
ties of  an  article  that  experience  teaches  will  be  diminished 
when  individually  distributed.  Men  should  also  reflect, 
that  while  the  publick  magazines  are  well  stored,  supplies 
can  be  instantly,  plentifully,  and  regularly  poured  upon 
those  parts  where  the  publick  service  may  require  them. 
And  the  publick  are  hereby  informed,  that  although,  when 
the  present  disturbances  began,  there  were  not  in  the  Co- 
lony more  than  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  publick  pow- 
der, yet  by  the  vigilance  of  the  late  Council  of  Safety,  the 
publick  stock  has  been  so  much  increased,  as  to  induce  the 
present  Congress,  to  make  an  allotment  of  five  thousand 
pounds  weight  for  the  defence  of  the  interior  parts  of  the 
Colony,  besides  several  considerable  quantities  already  dis- 
posed of  on  that  service. 

Men  ought  likewise  to  take  into  their  consideration,  that 
as  the  Council  of  Safety,  by  various,  and  a  multitude  of 
means,  procure  a  constant,  speedy,  and  authentick  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  all  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  Jn- 
dians;  so,  by  being  much  better  informed  upon  those  points 
than  the  publick  individually,  therefore  the  Council  are  the 
most  competent  judges  where  ammunition  ought  to  be  sent ; 
whether  a  small  quantity  to  the  Indians,  with  a  view  and 
probability  of  keeping  them  quiet,  or  a  large  quantity  to 
the  inhabitants  necessarily  to  arm  them  against  the  In- 
dians. 

Common  sense  and  common  honesty  dictate  that  if  there 
is  a  probability  that  by  a  present  of  a  small  quantity  of 
ammunition  the  Indians  can  be  kept  in  peace  that  pre- 
sent ought  not  to  be  withheld  at  the  hazard  of  inducing  an 
Indian  war,  thereby  of  expending  not  only  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  ammunition,  but  of  involving  the  Colony  in  an 
immense  expense,  breaking  up  whole  settlements,  and  un- 
necessarily sacrificing  a  number  of  lives. 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
Charlcstown,  November  19,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  cause  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  copies  of  the  foregoing  Declaration  to  be  forthwith 
printed,  in  order  to  be  distributed  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  back  country. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  respecting  the  Mili- 
tia, be  now  proceeded  in. 

And  some  progress  was  made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  instruct 
Colonel  Richardson  to  apply  to  Colonel  Thomas  Polk,  of 
North- Carolina,  for  the  assistance  of  the  six  Companies 
under  his  command,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  if  he 
shall  judge  such  assistance  necessary. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 
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In  Congress,  Monday,  November  20,  1775, 

Tlie  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  for  auditing  the 
publick  Accounts,  reported  an  account  for  the  late  service 
of  Captain  Richard  Richardson's  Troop  of  Light  Horse, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  Pounds,  as 
proper  to  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  on 
the  Treasury  for  the  payment  thereof. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  fVilliam  Parker  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence, forthwith  to  proceed  to  his  plantation,  and  order 
down  all  such  timber  and  plank  as  has  been  prepared 
there  for  the  publick  service  ;  and  that  he  also  forthwith  do 
order  all  such  hands  to  town  as  are  at  present  employed 
at  the  lines  upon  Charlestoivn  Neck,  to  the  publick  works 
erecting  in  and  about  Charlestown. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  whole  Militia  of  Charles- 
town  be  forthwith  embodied  and  ordered  upon  duty,  as  well 
by  day  as  by  night,  in  such  divisions  and  at  such  posts  as 
the  Commanding  Officer  shall  think  proper;  and  that  the 
officers  and  men,  while  in  actual  service,  may  demand, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  daily  pay,  as  is  allowed 
to  the  officers  and  men  now  employed  in  the  Colony  ser- 
vice, under  the  command  of  Colonel  Richard  Richard- 
son. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.   President  do  issue  the  following 
orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roberts: 
By  order  of  Congress. 

Charlestown,  November  20,  1775. 
To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Owen  Roberts  : 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  directed  to  issue  recruiting  orders 
to  your  several  officers,  in  order  to  complete  the  regiment 
of  artillery  with  all  possible  expedition;  and  that  you  and 
your  officers  do  forthwith  take  post  at  the  several  batteries, 
at  Fort  Johnson,  the  new  battery  to  the  westward  of  it,  and 
about  Charlestown  (except  Broughton's  battery.)  Such 
sums  of  money  as  you  may  have  occasion  for,  shall  be 
issued,  and  you  shall  be  furnished  with  the  various  orders 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  regiment  of  artillery,  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  copied  from  the  journal. 
1  arn,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  several 
Regiments  of  Militia  throughout  the  Colony  have  leave 
to  enroll  such  a  number  of  able  male  slaves,  to  be  employed 
as  pioneers  and  labourers,  as  publick  exigencies  may  re- 
quire; and  that  a  daily  pay  of  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
be  allowed  for  the  service  of  each  such  slave,  while  actually 
employed. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  all  persons  who  may  be  maimed 
and  disabled  in  the  publick  service  of  the  Colony,  by  sea  or 
land,  and  also  of  the  families  of  such  as  may  be  killed  in 
the  said  service. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gervais,  Captain  Hammond, 
and  Mr.  Raplay,  have  leave  to  visit  Captain  Robert  Cun- 
ningham, in  his  confinement  in  Charlestown  Jail. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonel  of  the  Charlestown  Militia 
do  forthwith  carry  into  execution  the  Resolution  respect- 
ing the  embodying  the  same. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  five  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  Gunpowder,  with  six  pieces  of  proper  Cannon,  and  a 
proportionable  quantity  of  Cannon  Ball,  be  allotted  for  the 
use  and  defence  of  Georgetown,  and  that  the  same  be  de- 
livered to  the  Committee  of  that  town. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Stephen  Bull  do  forthwith 
draft  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  Granville  Coimty 
Regiment  of  Militia,  and  order  them  upon  duty  at  Fort 
Lyttelton,  Port  Royal,  to  be  relieved  from  time  to  time, 
till  further  orders. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  November  21,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 


Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
CoiTimittee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  respecting  the 
Militia,  be  resumed  and  proceeded  in. 

And  the  same  being  gone  through,  the  Congress  came 
to  the  several  Resolutions  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioried  Officers  of  the  Co- 
lony Regular  Troops  take  precedence  of  Officers  of  equal 
degree  in  the  Militia,  without  regard  to  prior  dates  of  com- 
missions in  the  latter.  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  a  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  in  the  Regulars  shall  be  subordinate  to  a 
First  Lieutenant  in  the  Militia,  and  so  on  in  gradation  in 
the  Regulars  and  Militia  respectively.  That  the  prece- 
dency in  the  regular  forces  be  according  to  the  number 
and  denomination  of  the  Regiments  of  Infantry  and  Ran- 
gers;  and  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  British  Army.  That  all  corps  of  Regulars 
take  precedence  of  all  corps  of  Militia.  And  that  the 
Regiments  of  Militia  shall  take  precedence  in  the  follow- 
ing manner:  Berkley  County,  Charlestown,  Granville 
County,  Colleton  County,  Craven  County,  the  lower  part, 
Orangeburgh,  Craven  County,  the  upper  part,  Camden, 
Ninety-Six  north  of  the  Fish-dam  Ford  and  between 
Enoree,  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers,  the  New  Acquisition 
south  of  the  Fish-dam  Ford,  and  between  Broad  and  Saludy 
Rivers  north  of  Enoree,  and  between  Broad  and  Saludy 
Rivers. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia  be  not  drawn  out  to  act  with 
the  Regulars  in  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  but  on  the  most 
urgent  occasions;  and  whenever  that  happens,  in  case  any 
officers  should  be  wanting  to  fill  up  the  Regiments  or  Com- 
panies of  Militia,  including  the  volunteer  companies,  the 
same  shall  be  made  up  by  their  own  officers  according  to 
seniority  of  commissions  ;  subject  nevertheless  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time 
being,  in  case  any  officer  or  officers  shall  succeed  to  com- 
missions by  seniority,  whom  they  or  either  of  them  shall 
deem  improper  to  be  commissioned. 

Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  of  default,  neglect  of  duty, 
or  disobedience  of  orders,  the  Militia  officers  and  privates 
shall  be  tried,  adjudged  and  determined  according  to  the 
Militia  law  only,  whether  they  are  acting  in  conjunction 
with  the  Regulars  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  every  Captain  or  other  commanding 
Officer  of  a  Company,  shall  assemble,  muster,  train  and 
exercise  his  Company  once  in  every  fortnight,  under  a 
penalty  of  twenty-five  Pounds  currency  for  every  default. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  liable  to  bear  arms  shall 
appear  completely  armed,  once  in  every  fortnight,  on  the 
day  and  at  the  place  appointed  by  his  Captain  for  the  ex- 
ercising his  company ;  the  privates  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  three  Pounds  current  money,  and  the  officers 
under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  Pounds,  for  every  de- 
fault. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Colonels  of 
the  different  Regiments  of  the  Militia,  where  the  districts 
of  any  of  the  Companies  in  their  respective  Regiments 
are  too  large  for  the  Company  conveniently  to  assemble  in 
one  place,  that  they  do  order  the  Captains  of  such  Com- 
panies to  appoint  two  or  three  places  in  their  respective 
districts  for  the  Company  to  muster  at  in  divisions. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  no  more  Volunteer  Troops  of 
Horse  formed. 

Resolved,  That  in  future  no  person  be  allowed  to  enter 
himself  into  a  Volunteer  Company  out  of  the  districts  of 
the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  That  an  immediate  draft 
of  five  hundred  Militia  from  the  country  Regiments  be  or- 
dered to  rendezvous  at  some  place  near  and  convenient 
to  and  for  the  defence  of  Charlestoivn,  in  case  that  place 
should  be  attacked. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put, 

It  was  passed  in  the  negative.  -j 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  write  to  the  several 
Colonels  of  the  Militia  throughout  the  Colony,  that  they 
do  forthwith  proceed  to  draft  one-third  of  their  respee- 
tive  Regiments,  including  Volunteer  Companies,  and  hold 
them  in  constant  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning, 
according  to  the  order  of  Congress  or  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  time  being ;  and  that  they  do  also,  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch,  return  to  the  said  Congress  or  Council,  the 
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names  of  the  persons  so  drafted  and  ordered  to  be  held 
in  readiness. 

Upon  an  application  for  a  sum  of  Money  to  be  employed 
in  the  recruiting  service  for  the  Regiment  of  Artillery, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
three  thousand  Pounds  for  that  service. 

And  two  Warrants  were  issued  accordingly. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Lemprierc  be  re- 
quired forthwith  to  attend  his  duty  on  board  the  Ship  Pros- 
per; that  the  subordinate  officers  be  immediately  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  ;  and  that  every  effectual  measure  be 
pursued  for  the  speedy  fitting  and  manning  the  said  ship- 
of-war. 

The  following  Letter  was  accordingly  written : 

By  order  of  Congress. 

Charlcslown,  November  21,  1775. 

To  Clement  Lempriere,  Esq.: 

Sir  :  Your  presence  being  absolutely  necessary  on  board 
the  Prosper,  in  order  to  expedite  her  fitting  out,  you  are 
therefore  hereby  ordered  to  repair  on  board  the  said  ship 
Prosper,  there  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  commander. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  Contractor  for  victualling  the  Forces 
of  this  Colony  already  raised,  be  applied  to,  also  to  fur- 
nish rations  for  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  raised. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  Commissions  ap- 
pointing John  Joiner,  Esquire,  to  be  commander  of  Fort 
Lyttelion,  near  Beaufort;  and  also  to  appoint  him  to  be 
Captain,  and  Tunes  Tebout  and  Thomas  Hughes,  gentle- 
men, to  be  Lieutenants  of  a  Company  of  Artillery. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Benjamin  Wofford  have  leave 
to  trade  here,  upon  his  taking  an  oath  to  observe  the  strictest 
neutrality,  agreeable  to  the  late  treaty  of  Ninety-Six. 

Ordered,  That  Hon.  Mr.  Drayton's  Letter  to  Captain 
Robert  Cunningham,  dated  the  21st  of  September  last,  and 
Captain  Cunningham's  answer,  dated  the  6th  of  October, 
be  forthwith  printed  in  handbills,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  inhabitants  in  the  back  country. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
two  thousand  Pounds  sterling,  or  fifteen  thousand  four 
hundred  Pounds  currency,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury, 
to  the  Commissioners  for  fitting  out  the  Ship  Prosper,  in 

order  to  be  by  them  tendered  to  Captain Smith,  the 

late  master,  as  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  or  value 
by  appraisement. 

And  a  Warrant  was  accordingly  issued. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  22,  1775. 
Mr.  President  adjourned  the  meeting  of  the  Congress  to 
six  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday  evening,  November  22,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Rowan  County, 
fiorth-Carolina,  dated  October  23,  1775,  recommending 
that  no  trade  or  intercourse  be  carried  on  with  persons  who 
cannot  produce  certificates  of  their  being  friends  to  the 
American  cause. 

Read  also,  a  Letter  from  Captain  Edward  Blake,  of 
this  day's  date,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  value,  by  ap- 
praisement, of  six  Schooners,  sunk  on  the  bars  of  Hog 
Island  Creek,  and  the  Marsh  Channels,  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  ships  of  war  through  those  channels,  amount- 
ing to  four  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant 
for  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  to  Captain  Blake,  in  order  to  pay  for  said 
Schooners. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Clement  Lempriere,  Esq.,  declining 
to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  ship  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  by  this  Congress. 

Adjourne3~to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  momino-. 
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In  Congress,  Thursday,  November  23,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 
Captain  Lemj/ricre's  Letter,  laid   before  the  Congress 
yesterday,  being  again  read, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  a  commission, 
appointing  Captain  Simon  Tufts  to  the  command  of  the 
Ship  Prosper,  armed  in  the  Colony  service. 

Ordered,  ThatCapt.  Robert  Cochran  have  leave  to  take 
stone  ballast,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  vessels,  from  such 
parts  of  the  Fortifications,  where  such  taking  may  be  least 
injurious  to  the  works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordnance  Storekeeper  do  from  time 
to  time  deliver  to  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  Regiment 
of  Artillery,  from  the  publick  Arsenal,  such  Stores  as  the 
said  officer  shall  require,  taking  receipts  for  the  same,  and 
making  proper  endorsements  on  the  general  account  of 
publick  stores  in  his  custody,  so  that  what  remains  may  be 
seen  at  one  view. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony,  made  a  further  report  respecting  the  Militia. 

Which  being  immediately  taken  into  consideration,  the 
Congress  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  shall  do  patrol  duty  in  the 
District  wherein  they  respectively  reside,  under  the  com- 
mand and  direction  of  the  Captain  of  the  District,  without 
regard  to  their  having  entered  into  a  Volunteer  Company. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Regiments  of  Militia,  without  delay,  to 
oblige  all  the  inhabitants  to  do  duty  in  some  Company  or 
other,  so  that  no  one,  who  by  law  is  obliged  to  do  duty  in 
times  of  an  alarm,  shall  be  excused. 

Resolved,  That  where  any  person  hath  regularly  entered 
into  a  Volunteer  Company,  he  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to 
leave  the  same,  without  giving  his  Captain  three  months 
notice  in  writing  of  his  intention  to  do  so,  and  without  first 
producing  to  his  said  Captain  a  certificate  from  some  other 
Captain  of  the  Regiment,  that  he  hath  enrolled  himself  in 
another  company ;  unless  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Regiment  shall,  on  sufficient  cause  to  him  shown,  make 
order  to  the  contrary. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  without  delay,  to  divide  the  several  Regiments  in 
the  Colony  into  different  Regiments  or  Battalions,  so  as 
not  to  have  less  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  each 
Regiment  or  Battalion. 

Captain  HWiam  Cattell  reported  the  situation  of  the 
Troops  on  duty  at  Dorchester,  and  some  inconveniences 
which  they  laboured  under. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Captain  Peyer  Imhoff,  on  the  same 
subject,  dated  Dorchester,  November  21,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Contractor  for  supplying  the  Colo- 
ny Infantry  with  Provisions  be  desired  also  to  supply  the 
Rangers  posted  at  Dorchester,  until  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  forthwith  advertise  all 
persons  willing  to  supply  Rations  to  the  Regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery in  the  Colony  service,  to  deliver  in  their  proposals, 
sealed  up,  to  him,  by  the  25th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant 
be  desired  to  cause  the  said  corps  to  be  properly  supplied, 
until  a  Contractor  shall  be  appointed  by  this  Congress,  or 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time  being. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Pay  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Colony  Schooner  Defence  be  three  Pounds  cur- 
rency per  day. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  curren- 
cy, to  Captain  Simon  Tufts,  in  part  of  account,  for  pay 
due  to  the  Officers  and  Seamen  employed  on  board  the 
Colony  Schooner  Defence. 

Doctor  Gould,  Surgeon  to  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot, 
attended,  made  a  verbal  report  of  the  state  of  the  Troops 
in  the  Barracks,  and  represented  some  grievances. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Oliphant,  Captain  Shubrick, 
and  Capt.  John  Huger,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Hospitals,  with  power  to  supply  such  articles 
as  they  shall  appear  to  stand  in  immediate  need  of. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  Parish  of  St. 
George,  Dorchester,  be  desired  to  purcliase  a  Flat,  for  the 
use  ol  the  Troops  stationed  there. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  leading  marks  over 
Charhstown  Bar  be  forthwith  cut  down  and  demolished. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pilotage  be 
desired  to  carry  the  above  into  immediate  execution. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  blue  Cloth  as  has  been 
lately  imported  at  the  publick  expense,  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  clothing  the  First  and  Second  Regiment  of  Foot, 
be  forthwith  issued  for  that  purpose. 

A  Petition  and  Remonstrance,  signed  John  Dunn  and 
Benjamin  Booth  Boute,  was  presented,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

Adjomned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


In  Congress,  Friday,  November  24,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  for  auditing  the 
publick  Accounts,  reported  one  as  proper  to  be  paid,  due  to 
Captain  Hammond,  and  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  Pounds  and  twelve  Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
payment  of  said  sum. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Read  a  Letter  from  David  Monaghan,  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Regiment  of  Rangers,  dated  Dorchester,  November  8, 
1775,  requesting  leave  to  resign,  on  account  of  his  ill  slate 
of  health. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mojiaghaii's  resignation  be  accept- 
ed ;  and  that  Mr.  President  do  issue  a  commission  appoint- 
ing Mr.  John  Lisle  to  fill  up  the  vacancy. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Provincial  Council  of  North- 
Carolina,  dated  ffilmington,  November  10,  1775. 

James  Ravtnell,  Esq.,  was  returned  duly  elected  a  Re- 
presentative of  the  Parish  of  St.  John,  Berkley  County, 
in  the  room  of  John  Harleston,  Esq.,  who  had  declined 
serving. 

Mr.  Ravenell  at  the  same  time  declining  to  serve, 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-wardens  of  the  Parish  of 
St.  John,  Berkley  County,  be  desired  forthwith  to  sum- 
mon the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish,  to  meet  at  the 
usual  place  of  election,  on  Monday,  the  fourth  day  q{  De- 
cember next,  to  choose  a  proper  person  to  represent  the 
said  Parish  in  the  present  Congress,  in  the  room  of  James 
Ravenell,  Esq.,  who  has  declined  to  serve. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolve  be  forth- 
with transmitted  to  the  said  Church-wardens. 

The  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  delivered  in 
a  further  Report ; 

Which  being  taken  into  immediate  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  Militia  in  the  coun- 
try do,  at  least  once  in  three  months,  muster  their  Regi- 
ments in  Battalions,  not  exceeding  six  Companies,  nor 
less  than  three  Companies. 

Whereas  complaint  hath  been  made  that  divers  Mer- 
chants and  Storekee|)ers  have  sold  their  Goods  at  an  ex- 
orbitant price  since  the  non-exportation  of  Merchandise 
from  Great  Britain: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Dis- 
trict and  Parochial  Committees,  to  make  inquiry,  whether 
the  Merchants  and  Storekeepers  in  their  several  Parishes 
and  Districts  have  sold  their  Goods  at  more  than  the  usual 
advance;  and  if  any  of  them  should  be  found  exorbitant 
in  that  respect,  that  they  be  advertised  by  the  Committee 
as  contemners  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  and  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Parochial  Committee  of  St.  George, 
Dorchester,  have  power,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
to  hire  or  impress  a  Schooner  and  hands,  to  carry  bricks 
for  the  publick  works  erecting  at  Dorchester. 

Ordered,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Tennent,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Harris,  Captain  Harrington,  Captain  Calhoun,  Cap- 
tain Hammond,  Captain  John  Huger,  and  Mr.  Ferguson, 
be  a  Conmiittee  to  consider  and  report  what  manufactures 
are  proper  to  be  encouraged  and  established  in  this  Colo- 
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ny,  and  the  best  means  for  encouraging  and  establishing 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Henry  Falder  be  authorized  to 
grain  the  damaged  Gunpowder  lying  in  Fort  Charlotte. 

Mr.  Edwards,  from  the  Committee  for  fitting  out  the 
Ship  Prosper,  reported,  that  they  had  tendered  to  Cap- 
tain Smith  the  appraised  value  of  the  said  ship,  and  re- 
quired an  assigimient  of  the  said  ship  and  register:  That 
Captain  Smith  had  refused  to  receive  the  sum  tendered  to 
him,  or  to  execute  an  assignment ;  but  that  he  had  deli- 
vered up  the  register,  (now  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Pre- 
sident,) and  that  they  had  thereupon  returned  the  money 
into  the  Treasury. 

The  said  Committee  at  the  same  time  recommending 
that,  in  order  to  enable  Captain  Smith  to  procure  necessa- 
ries and  a  passage,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
Pounds  currency  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  and  paid  to 
him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  payment  of  the  said  sum  to  Captain  Smith. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

In  explanation  of  the  order  of  Monday  last  to  the  Colonel 
of  the  Granville  County  Regiment  of  Militia,  to  draft  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  said  Regiment,  to  do  gar- 
rison duty  at  or  near  Fort  Lyttelton,  Fort  Royal:  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  have  power  to  engage 
Volunteers  for  that  service,  if  they  can  be  sooner  got,  in 
preference  to  a  draft;  and  to  post  them  according  to  his 
discretion. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  November  25,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  publick  Ordnance  Storekeeper  do 
deliver  to  Mr.  Joseph  Verree,  out  of  the  publick  Arsenal, 
such  Spikes  and  other  Iron  work  as  he  shall  require  for 
the  use  of  the  new  Battery  on  James''  Island. 

William  Moore,  Esq.,  a  Representative  of  the  District 
of  Ninety-Sir,  attended,  and  took  his  seat  in  Congress ; 
and  gave  some  information  of  a  skirmish,  said  to  have 
happened  last  Monday,  between  the  enemies  of  this  coun- 
try, led  by  Patrick  Cunningham,,  Jacob  Bowman,  and 
others,  and  a  body  of  Militia,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor Andrew  Williamson. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edward  Weyman  be  desired  forth- 
with to  collect  together  all  the  Public  Gunpowder  still  out- 
lying in  private  hands,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  deposit- 
ed in  the  publick  Magazine. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roberts  be  required 
forthwith  to  go  to  Dorchester,  and  give  directions  for  put«- 
ting  the  Magazine  Fort  in  such  posture  as  he  shall  think 
will  best  enable  it  to  repel  any  sudden  attack  that  may  be 
made  upon  it,  and  to  order  the  Cannon  to  such  places  and 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  the  most  proper  for  its 
defence ;  and  then  to  repair  to  his  post  at  Fort  Johnson 
with  all  despatch.  And  that  while  the  Colonel  shall  be  at 
Dorchester,  he  shall  there  reconnoitre  the  ground,  and  ex- 
amine the  plans  projected  for  the  defence  thereof;  and  if 
he  finds  them  deficient,  that  he  do  make  such  alterations 
in  them  as  he  shall  think  proper,  or  totally  reject  them, 
and  delineate  such  a  plan  as  he  may  think  will  most  con- 
duce to  the  rendering  it  a  strong  armed  post. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
George,  Dorchester,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  hire  or  impress  Negroes,  Horses,  Wag- 
ons, Carts,  and  every  thing  else  necessary  for  giving  des- 
patch to  the  completing  of  the  works  of  defence  proper  to 
be  erected  at  that  post. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  and 
required  forthwith  to  procure,  and  deposit  in  a  proper  ma- 
gazine for  that  purpose,  at  that  post,  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Provisions  for  victualling  a  body  of  one  thousand  men 
for  one  month. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Colony  be  now,  and  it 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  in  a  state  of  actual  alarm,  as 
fully  and  efTectually  as  if  the  same  had  been  proclaimed 
in  the  manner  and  form  directed  and  appointed  by  the 
Militia  law. 
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A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee, 
to  fix  on  a  proper  place  of  rendezvous,  for  the  Militia 
which  may  bo  thought  necessary  to  be  drafted. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  if eso/werf,  That  six  hundred  men  from  Col. 
PowiU's  Regiment,  and  also  six  hundred  men  from  Col. 
Jiolkmahlci's,  the  upper  part,  be  forllivviih  detached  and 
marched  to  rendezvous  at  Conga rees ;  and  that  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  of  Colonel  Bull's  Regiment  be  like- 
wise detached  and  marched  to  the  Cherokee  Ponds ;  and 
that  these  several  detachments  do  act  under  the  orders  of 
Colonel  Richard  Richardson. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  same  Pay  and  Provi- 
sion be  allowed  to  any  Volunteers,  Officers  and  Privates, 
from  Georgia,  who  may  enter  into  the  publick  service  of 
this  Colony,  as  is  provided  for  the  Militia  Oflicers  and 
Privates  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  Colonel  Roberts  be  desired 
to  despatch  Lieutenant  James  Mitchell  of  the  Regiment 
of  Artillery  imder  his  command,  to  join  the  Army  under 
Colonel  Richardson, 

Ordered,  That  the  publick  Ordnance  Storekeeper  do 
deliver  to  Lieutenant  Javics  Mitchell,  two  pieces  of  Can- 
non, four  or  six-pounders,  with  the  necessary  Stores  thereto 
belonging,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  Col.  Richardson. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  St.  David's  Parish 
be  authorized  to  purchase  what  Lead  they  can  get,  on  the 
publick  account. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  November  26,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  reported  the  following  copies  of  Letters, 
written  by  him,  by  their  order: 

By  authority  of  Congress. 

Charlestown,  November  25,  1775. 
To  Colonel  Powei.l  : 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
to  detach  six  hundred  men  of  your  regiment,  to  rendez- 
vous at  the  Congarees,  to  act  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Richardson. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
A  like  Letter  was  written  to  Col.  Rothmahler,  to  detach 
six  hundred  men  from  the  upper  part  of  his  Regiment. 

And  also  a  like  Letter  to  Colonel  Bull,  to  detach  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  from  his  Regiment,  to  rendezvous 
at  the  Cherokee  Ponds. 

By  authority  of  Congress. 

Charlcstown,  November  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  Colonel  Powell  and  Colonel  Rothmahler  are  each 
ordered  to  detach,  with  all  possible  expedition,  six  hundred 
men  of  their  respective  regiments,  to  rendezvous  at  the 
Congarees,  to  act  under  your  orders ;  and  Colonel  Bull  is 
.likewise  ordered  to  detach  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to 
rendezvous  at  the  Cherokee  Ponds,  on  the  same  service. 
You  will,  therefore,  sir,  send  your  orders  for  those  forces 
accordingly. 

Lieutenant  Mitchell,  of  the  regiment  of  Artillery,  is 
under  orders  to  repair  to  you,  with  two  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
he  will  set  out,  1  hope,  in  two  or  three  days. 

We  have  not  yet  heard  the  issue  of  the  late  affair  at 
Ninety-Six ;  we  think  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that 
the  event  is  unfavourable  to  us.  At  any  rate,  your  con- 
duct ought  to  be  as  vigorous  as  possible,  and  no  less  cau- 
tious. Therefore,  if  the  enemy  are  superior  in  number  to 
your  army,  you  must  keep  out  of  their  reach,  or  you  must 
so  post  yourself  as  to  be  able  to  maintain  your  station 
against  their  attacks,  until  your  force  shall  put  you  in  a 
condition  to  crush  them.  In  short,  you  are  not  to  venture 
a  general  engagement,  unless  you  have  such  advantages  as 
promise  success. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
To  Colonel  Richardson. 


Major  Pinckvey,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  of, 
state,  and  bring  into  one  view,  the  powers  and  authorities 
proper  to  be  vested  in,  and  exercised  by  the  Council  of 
Safety,  delivered  in  their  Report. 

Mr.  President  then  reported  the  names  of  the  Gentle- 
men who  had,  on  the  16ll)  insiant,  been  duly  elected  Mem- 
bers of  llie  Council  of  Safety. 

And  thereupon,  it  was  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Charles 
Pinckney,  Col.  Henry  Laurens,  the  Hon.  Henry  Mid- 
dleton,  Thomas  Ferguson,  Arthur  Middkton,  Thomas 
Hcyward,  Jun.,  Esqrs.,  the  Honourable  fVilliam  Henry 
Drayton,  the  Honourable  Raudins  Lowndes,  Thomas  Bee, 
Benjamin  Elliott,  James  Parsons,  David  Oliphant,  and 
Thomas  Savage,  Esqrs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  Council  of  Safety  for  this  Colony. 

The  Re|)ort  of  the  Committee,  on  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities proper  to  be  vested  in,  and  exercised  by  the 
Council  of  Safety,  was  then  taken  under  consideration. 

And  the  Congress  thereupon  resolved  and  ordained  as 
follows : 

First.  Whereas  it  is  necessary  to  vest  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony,  for  the  time  being,  with  powers  to 
enable  tliem  to  act  effectually  for  the  publick  safety  and 
defence:  Be  it  Ordained,  by  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  South- Carolina,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  it 
is  hereby  Ordained,  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
the  Council  of  Safety,  or  a  quorum  consisting  of  seven 
members,  or  a  majority  of  such  quorum,  shall  have,  and 
they  are  hereby  invested  with,  the  direction,  regulation, 
and  ordering  of  the  land  and  sea  forces,  and  of  the  militia, 
and  all  military  establishments  and  arrangements  within 
this  Colony,  subject  always  to  the  control  of  the  Con- 
gress. 

Second.  And  be  it  also  Ordained,  That  the  Council,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority,  to  appoint  officers,  and  to  fill  up  vacancies  iu 
the  land  and  sea  forces,  in  the  militia,  and  in  the  treasu- 
ry of  this  Colony,  and  that  they  be  empowered  to  suspend 
any  officer  of  the  army  or  navy,  when  they  shall  judoe  it 
necessary  ;  and  shall  within  a  convenient  time,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  days  after  such  suspension,  order  a  general 
court-martial  to  sit  for  the  trial  of  such  officer,  whose  sen- 
tence shall  be  final,  unless  it  shall  be  otherwise  determined 
by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Third.  And  be  it  further  Ordained,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if,  upon  any  exigency,  it  shall  appear  ne- 
cessary to  the  Council  of  Safety,  to  call  forth  the  Militia, 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  carry  the  acts 
of  Assembly  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  in 
all  resjiects,  into  execution,  as  in  time  of  alarm. 

Fourth.  And  be  it  also  Ordained,  That  if  any  com- 
plaint be  made  against  any  officer  of  the  Militia,  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  after  having  inquired  into  the  truth  of  it,  and 
heard  the  defence  of  the  officer,  if  he  hath  any,  may  re- 
move such  officer,  if  they  judge  the  complaint  to  be  just, 
and  forthwith  appoint  another  in  his  stead. 

Fifth.  And  be  it  further  Ordained,  That  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  Council  of  Safety,  or  a  majority  of  them  as  aforesaid, 
and  shall  be  obliged  to  issue  and  pay  all  such  orders  as 
shall  be  drawn  by  them,  for  answering  the  demands  of  the 
publick  service,  and  no  otherwise. 

Sixth.  And  be  it  further  Ordained,  That  the  Council 
of  Safety,  or  a  majority  as  aforesaid,  be  empowered  and 
authorized  to  do  all  such  matters  and  things  relative  to 
the  strengthening,  securing,  and  defending  the  Colony, 
as  shall  by  them  be  judged  and  deemed  expedient  and  ne- 
cessary. Provided,  nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  empower 
and  authorize  the  said  Council,  or  majority  as  aforesaid,  to 
dispense  with,  or  annul  any  act,  resolution,  or  order  of  the 
Continental  or  Provincial  Congress. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  above  proviso,  so 
far: 

But  upon  a  question,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  disagree  to  the  following 
words,  concluding  the  said  proviso:  "or  to  empower  and 
authorize  them  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  General  or  Gen- 
erals over  the  military  forces  of  this  Colony." 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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Seventh.  And  be  it  also  ordained,  That  the  Provincial 
Congress  will  indemnify  the  Council  of  Safety  in  all  their 
acts  and  proceedings  under  the  autiiority  of  the  Congress. 

Eighth.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  thirteen 
members,  elected  in  Congress,  as  members  of  a  Council 
of  Safety,  together  with  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
declared,  the  Council  of  Safety  for  this  Colony.  Provided 
always,  That  no  person  holding  a  military  commission  in 
the  regular  forces  of  this  Colony,  or  in  the  Continental 
Army,  shall  be  capable  of  possessing  a  seat,  or  of  having 
a  voice  in  the  said  Council. 

Ninth.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said 
Council  of  Safety  shall  continue  in  office,  and  exercise  the 
powers  thereunto  annexed,  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sions, and  under  the  control  of  Congress.  And  in  case 
of  any  vacancy  in  the  Council  of  Safety,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Congress,  by  death  or  departure  from  the  Colony, 
(except  upon  publick  business,)  the  General  Committee  for 
the  time  being,  after  having  given  six  weeks  publick  notice 
thereof  in  the  Gazettes,  shall,  by  ballot,  fill  up  every  such 
vacancy. 

Read  the  Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  the 
6th  of  October  last,  recommending  to  arrest  and  secure 
persons  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  Colony,  or  the  li- 
berties of  America. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed. 

And  the  Congress  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  November  27,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Major  Elliott,  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  having 
made  application  for  Bounty  Money  to  raise  recruits  for 
that  corps,  and  for  directions  where  to  place  the  said  re- 
cruits as  they  shall  be  raised, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  warrant  on 
the  Treasury,  for  the  payment  of  fourteen  hundred  Pounds 
currency,  to  Major  Barnard  Elliott,  for  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice in  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  to  be  accounted  for. 
And  that  the  recruits  for  the  said  Regiment  be  posted  at 
the  most  convenient  and  near  places  to  the  several  batte- 
ries in  Charlestown,  under  the  command  of  the  Artillery  ; 
and  that  such  places  be  fitted  up  accordingly. 

An  Account  of  Captain  Robert  Cochran,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  and  five  Shillings,  being 
laid  before  the  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  payment  thereof. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Moultrie  be  direct- 
ed forthwith  to  order  a  detachment  of  forty  Privates,  who 
are  best  acquainted  with  maritime  affairs,  to  do  duty  and 
serve  on  board  the  armed  Ship  Prosper,  for  one  month, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  authority. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colo- 
ny in  the  Continental  Congress  be  immediately  applied  to, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  two  hundred 
able  Seamen,  to  be  engaged  in  the  northern  Colonies,  and 
sent  hither  with  all  possible  despatch,  for  manning  the 
armed  Vessels  in  the  Colony  service.  And  that  they  be 
requested  to  cause  the  encouragement  offered  by  this  Co- 
lony to  be  made  as  publick  as  possible. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  previous  to  any  attack  upon 
the  Men  of  War  in  the  Road,  the  intended  attack  upon 
such  ships  shall  be  notified  to  Lord  fVilliam  Campbell,  if 
he  shall  then  be  on  board. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put, 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  do 
pay  such  Accounts  as  to  them  shall  appear  reasonable,  for 
the  subsistence  in  diet,  for  the  ferriage,  and  for  the  car- 
riage of  the  sick,  of  recruits  for  the  Provincial  Forces, 
from  their  enlistment  to  the  time  of  their  being  brought  to 
head-quarters. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  General 
Committee,  the  Committee  of  Observation,  and  all  the 


Parochial  and  District  Comn;ittees  throughout  the  Colony, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  revived  and  continued. 

A  motion  being  made,  that  the  Commissions  issued  by 
the  late  Council  of  Safety  to  Captain  Allston's  Volunteer 
Company  of  Foot  Rangers  or  Rovers,  in  the  Craven  Coun- 
ty Militia,  be  withdrawn, 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  late  Council  of  Safe- 
ty's appointment  of  the  Company  of  Fool  Rangers  or  Ro- 
vers being  confirmed,  the  said  Company  is  hereby  declared 
subject  to  patrol  duly,  and  liable  to  be  called  out  upon 
emergencies,  by  the  Field  Officers  of  the  District ;  also 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  any 
embodied  Troops,  with  vviiich  the  said  Company  shall  be 
called  into  service. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  November  28,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  ffappoo  Cut  be  forthwith 
cleared  and  deepened,  so  as  to  render  it  navigable  for  Ves- 
sels of  greater  burden  than  hitherto  have  or  at  present  can 
pass  through  it. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Isaac  Rivers,  Thomas  Rose, 
and  Richard  Hutson,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
Commissioners  to  cause  the  above  resolve  to  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Battery  of  two  or  three 
pieces  of  Cannon  be  forthwith  erected  on  the  wharf  of 
William  Gibbes,  Esq.,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  erect  the  additional  Batteries  lately  ordered  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  harbour  of  Charlestown. 

Mr.  George  Abbot  Hall,  from  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Pilotage,  reported,  that  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, they  had  yesterday  caused  the  leading  mark  over 
Charlestown  Bar  to  be  cut  down  and  destroyed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Returns  sent  by  the 
several  Sheriffs  of  this  Colony  to  the  Secretary,  (in  con- 
sequence of  an  order  of  the  late  General  Committee,)  of 
the  persons  confined  in  their  respective  Jails,  be  referred 
to  a  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  John  Rut- 
ledge,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  be  a  Committee  to 
whom  the  above  Returns  be  referred ;  and  that  they  do 
consider  and  report  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  adopt- 
ed thereon. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  de- 
vise and  take  such  steps,  as  that  the  prisoners  in  the  com- 
mon Jails,  whose  offences  are  bailable,  be  discharged 
upon  proper  bail,  and  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors. 

Doctor  Oliphani,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  Hospitals,  delivered  in  their 
Report. 

Which  being  taken  into  immediate  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  a  General  Hospital  for  sick  and  wound- 
ed men  of  the  Provincial  Land  Forces,  for  Seam.en,  and 
the  Militia,  be  established ;  and  that  a  Director-General 
thereof  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  to  be  by  them  carried  into  execution. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  one-third  of  the  Berkley 
County  Regiment  of  Militia,  one-third  of  the  Colleton 
County  Regiment,  and  two  hundred  men  from  the  Gran- 
ville County  Regiment,  (the  sea  islands  excepted,)  be 
forthwith  drafted,  and  marched  to  the  general  rendezvous 
at  Dorchester ;  that  the  two  remaining  thirds  of  the  said 
Regiments  be  held  in  readiness,  to  relieve  those  drafts, 
according  to  orders;  and  that  the  Indian  company  of  Ro- 
vers, commanded  by  Captain  John  Allston,  be  ordered  to 
scour  the  sea  coast  from  Sewee  Bay  to  Haddrel's  Point, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  for  the  sea 
islands  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
forthwith  to  erect  look-outs  at  the  same  places,  and  cause 
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rency,  be  given  to  (he  person  erecting  a  Saltpetre  work  in 
tliis  Colony,  lIuU  shall  liist  produce  lilty  pounds  vveit;lit  of 
good  and  nierclianiable  Saltpetre ;  also  a  premium  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Founds,  to  the  person  erexting  the  se- 
cond work,  that  shall  next  produce  a  like  ijuantity  of  like 
saltpetre;  also  a  premium  of  one  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
rency, to  the  person  erecting  a  third  work,  producing  the 
next  like  quantity  and  quality  of  saltpetre;  and  a  premium 
of  fifty  Pounds  currency,  to  the  person  who  shall  next 
manufacture  a  like  quantity  and  quality  of  saltpetre  from 
a  fourth  work :  Frovided,  That  such  parcels  of  saltpetre 
as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  produced  before  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  Parishes  or  Districts  respectively,  where  the 
same  shall  have  been  manufactured,  and  shall  have  been 
by  the  parlies  so  producing,  declared  upon  oath,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  September  next,  before  the  Commit- 
tees aforesaid,  to   have  been  manufactured  as  aforesaid. 
And  that,  upon  the  said  Committees  granting  certificates, 
that  the  saltpetre  is  good  and  merchantable,  and  when  pro- 
duced before  them,  the  picniiuins  to  which  the  said  par- 
cels of  saltpetre  are  respectively  entitled,  shall  be  paid  ac- 
cordingly.    And  that  the  pubhck  will  purchase,  and  allow 
half  a  dollar  the  pound,  for  all  the  good  and  merchantable 
saltpetre  that  shall  be  produced  and  manufactured  in  this 
Colony,  before  the  said  first  day  of  September  next,  over 
and  above  the  premiums  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  two  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
rency, be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  a  Sulphur 
work  in  this  Colony,  that  shall  first  produce  one  hundred 
pounds  weight  of  merchantable  sulphur;  a  premium  of 
berts,  or  the  conm.anding  officer  of  the  Regimenrof  Ar-  one  hundred  Pounds  to  the  person  erecting  a  like  work, 
X;  in  C/mr/e.^at.»,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  pioducng  the  next  If  «Fa"ti  y  and  qualuy;  and  a 
empowered  to  cause  proper  forges  for  heating  cannon-  Premium  of  fifty  Pounds  for  the  l,ke  quant.t^  and  quahty 
balls  to  be  forthwith  erected  and  built,  at  or  near  such 
batteries  as  he  shall  think  them  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Gillon  be  added  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  fitting  out,  arming,  and  manning  the  Ship 

Prosper.  _ 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  made  out  to  fill  up  the     gij^^g  ^^Q  premiums  afoi^said. 
vacancies  in  Colonel  Powell's  Regiment  of  Militia.  Resolved,  That  a  preinium  of  one  thousand  Pounds  cur- 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Gun-    rency  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  a  Bloomery  in 

this  Colony,  that  shall  first  produce,  manufactured  thereat. 


the  same  signals  of  alarm  and  notices  to  be  given  as  have 
been  usual  in  time  of  war;  and  that  this  Congress  will 
cause  the  expense  thereof  to  be  paid. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Continental  Congress 
that  Charkstown  ought  to  be  defended  to  the  last  extreini- 
ty  a-ainstany  attack;  and  this  Congress  think  such  de- 
fence absolutely  necessary;  and  an  attack  is  apprehended : 

therefore,  ,  .    ■    .       ■ 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is  hereby  re- 
commended, that  all  such  persons  who  are  by  law  consi- 
dered as  residents  in  Charlestoivn,  and  liable  to  bear  arms, 
and  have  departed,  do  forthwith  return  to  Charlestown; 
and  that  all  persons,  residents  as  aforesaid,  and  liable  to 
bear  arms,  and  who  are  in  Charlestown,  do  not  depart 

therefrom.  ,         , ,.  .         .    ,  , 

A  motion  being  made  for  the  addition  ol  the  words, 
"without  permission  first  had  and  obtained,"  to  the  above 
resolve, 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Resolves  entered  into  by  this 
Con>'ress,  during  their  present  session,  respecting  the  Mili- 
tia of  this  Colony,  be  forthwith  printed  and  published,  in 
handbills,  and  also  in  the  Gazettes. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  Novomlwr  28,  1775,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
On  motion.  Resolved,   That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ro- 


of su\ph{it  manufactured  at  a  third  work.  The  proofs  to 
be  made,  certificates  obtained,  and  premiums  to  be  paid, 
in  like  manner  as  for  saltpetre.  And  that  the  publick  will 
purchase,  and  give  for  all  the  merchantable  sulphur  that 
shall  be  made  in  the  Colony,  before  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  five  Shillings  currency  the  pound,  over  and 


powder  be  delivered,  out  of  the  publick  stock  reserved  for 
the  inland  defence  of  this  Colony,  to  the  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  St.  David's  Parish,  to  be  distributed  amongst 
such  of  the  men  in  Colonel  Poivell's  Regiment  as  are  un- 
provided, to  be  by  them  reserved  for  publick  uses  only. 

Whereas  we  have  intelligence  that  a  certain  person  has 
been  sent  by  General  Gage,  to  raise  Recruits  in  this  Colo- 
ny, for  an  Army  whose  object  is  to  kill  and  destroy  the  in- 
nocent inhabitants  of  these  Colonies : 

It  is  therefore  declared,  by  authority  of  Congress,  That 


one  ton  of  good  Bar  Iron  ;  a  premium  of  eight  hundred 
Pounds  to  the  person  erecting  another  bloomery,  whereat 
the  next  like  quantity  of  bar  iron  shall  have  been  manu- 
factured ;  and  a  premium  of  seven  hundred  Pounds  to 
the  person  erecting  a  third  such  work,  whereat  shall  have 
been  manufactured  a  like  quantity  of  like  iron.  These 
premiums  over  and  above  the  common  prices  of  such  iron. 
Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  five  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
rency, shall  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  a  pro- 
per work  in  this  Colony,  for  manufacturing  good  Bar  Steel, 


tWii  Cnlonv  wi  1  consider  such  an  attempt,  by  any  man,  as  -          , .           ■     •       ,-       i       i     j            a         ■  i  .         a 

lliis  i^oiony  \\  Ml  «-uii=iu^i                           I   ,    J      1      r,       f  upon   his   producing  hve   hundred    pounds  weight,  made 

the  hii/hest  crime  ao-ainst  the  peace,    iberty,  and  salety  of  ^              i              &.                          ^'        ■       i    n          . 

xne  mgiiesi  ouinc  Upui.i            y            c      a          tr    a-  thereat ;  a  like  premium  to  the  person  who  shall   produce 

lounu  so  otiending,  ,           ',.,'.            j       /       .i       i-i            i          j 


its  inhabitants ;  and  that  any  person  fou 
will  be  treated  with  all  that  rigour  which  the  nature  of  so 
enormous  a  crime  deserves.  The  inhabitants  of  this  Co- 
lony are  therefore  warned  against  the  base  and  cruel  at- 
tempts of  any  such  emissaries;  and  all  manner  of  persons 
are  hereby  requested  to  be  watchful  to  detect  and  seize 
any  and  every  such  person ;  and  all  reasonable  charges 
shall  be  borne  by  the  publick,  and  a  handsome  reward  al- 
lowed for  apprehending  and  securing  him  or  them. 

Ordered,  That  eleven  hundred  pounds  weight  of  Gun- 
powder, and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  Cannon  Balls, 
be  delivered  to  the  Hon.  Major  Elliott,  for  the  use  of  the 
several  batteries  under  the  direction  of  the  Artillery. 


the  next  like  quantity,  made  at  another  like  work ;  and 
also  a  premium  of  five  hundred  Pounds  currency  to  the 
person,  who,  from  a  third  like  work,  shall  produce  the  like 
quantity. 

Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  seven  hundred  Pounds 
currency  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  produce  the 
first  one  thousand  pounds  weight  of  Nail  Rods,  manufac- 
tured at  a  proper  rolling  and  slitting  mill,  erected  by  him 
in  this  Colony,  over  and  above  the  common  price. 

Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 

Pounds  currency,  over  and  above  the  common  price,  be 

given  to  the   person  who  shall  first  make  fifty  large  and 

substantial  Gun  Locks,  such  as  are  commonly  called  bridle 

Ordered,  That  the  Journals  of  the  present  Session  of    locks,  and  sell  at  thirty-five  to  forty-five  Shillings  each ; 

Congress  be  printed  with  all  possible  despatch ;  and  when     the  manufacturer  engaging  to  proceed  in  the  business. 

printed,  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Intelligence,  in  order         Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  three  hundred  Pounds 

to  be  by  them  despatched  three  to  each  Delegate  through-    currency  be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  the  first 


out  the  Colony,  who  shall  properly  distribute  the  same 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  from  the  Committee  on  the 

state  of  Manufactories  in  this  Colony,  delivered  in  a  further 

Report. 

Which  being  read,  and  taken  into  immediate  considera- 


proper  works  for  manuflicturing  of  Salt  in  this  Colony,  upon 
one  hundred  bushels  of  good  salt  having  been  produced 
therefrom  ;  and  a  preinium  of  two  hundred  Pounds  to  the 
person  producing  from  other  like  works,  the  next  like  quan- 
tity of  good  salt. 

Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  five  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
And  the  whole  Report  being  gone  through,  the  Con-     rency  be  given  to  the   person  wiio  shall  first  erect  and  es- 
gress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon,  viz :        tablish  a  proper  Paper  Mill  in  this  Colony,  upon  producing 
Resolved,  That  a  premium  of  two  hundred  Pounds  cur-    three  reams  of  good  writing  paper,  manufactured  thereat. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  a  premium  of  five  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
rency be  given  to  the  person  who  shall  first  erect  a  proper 
work  for  manufacturing  Lead  in  this  Colony,  on  producing 
one  thousand  pounds  weight  made  at  said  work ;  a  pre- 
mium of  two  hundred  Pounds  to  the  person  who  shall 
next  produce  one  thousand  pounds  of  lead,  manufactured 
at  another  work  in  this  Colony;  and  a  premium  of  one 
hundred  Pounds  to  the  person  who  shall  erect  a  third  such 
work,  producing  the  like  quantity  of  lead. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  give  the  same  pre- 
miums and  encouragement  for  the  manufacturing  of  Linens, 
Cottons,  and  other  articles,  as  are  allowed  and  given  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  passed  in  the 
year  1770;  and  for  the  manufacturing  of  Woollens  in  pro- 
portion. 

And  further,  it  is  Resolved,  That  application,  oath,  and 
certificate,  relative  to  the  manufacturing  every  article,  upon 
which  premiums  are  to  be  given,  shall  be  made  and  grant- 
ed, by  the  manufacturers  respectively,  and  the  Committees, 
as  stated  and  specified  in  relation  to  Saltpetre. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  November  29,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  all  future  vacancies,  by  the 
decease,  refusal  to  act,  or  removal  from  the  Colony,  of  any 
members  of  Congress,  or  of  Parochial  and  District  Com- 
mittees, shall  be  filled  up  in  the  usual  way  of  electing, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  Parishes  or  Districts 
where  such  vacancies  shall  happen,  after  a  time  has  been 
appointed,  and  sufficient  notice  thereof  given  by  the  re- 
spective Parochial  or  District  Committees. 

Daniel  de  Saussure  and  Robert  William  Powell,  Esqrs., 
the  Delegates  sent  from  this  Congress  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  Georgia,  upon  (he  late  commencement  of 
hostilities  against  this  place,  returned,  and  reported  some 
pernicious  illicit  practices  which  had  come  under  their  ob- 
servation, relative  to  the  disposal  and  exportation  of  Indigo 
from  Georgia. 

Whereupon  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Reso- 
lution : 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  first  day  of 
November  last,  resolved,  "  That  no  produce  of  the  United 
Colonies  be  exported  (except  from  Colony  to  Colony,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committees  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation, and  except  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  same 
Colony)  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  without  the 
permission  of  this  Congress ;  and  that  no  Rice  be  export- 
ed under  the  exception  contained  in  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Association,  from  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  Islands  o{  Jersey,  Guernsey,  Sark, 
Alderney  ov  Man,  or  any  other  European  Island  or  settle- 
ment within  the  British  Dominions:"  Wherefore,  to  give 
efficacy  to  so  important  an  act,  it  is  hereby  published  and 
declared,  to  the  end  that  all  persons  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  write  to 
Georgia,  relative  to  the  exportation  of  Indigo  and  Rice, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Continental  Resolve  relative  to  the 
latter. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress 
be  returned  to  the  President  and  Members  of  the  late 
Council  of  Safety,  for  their  great  diligence  in  their  attend- 
ance on  the  publick  affairs  of  this  Colony. 

And  Mr.  President  returned  the  Thanks  of  the  Congress 
accordingly,  to  those  gentlemen. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Andreio  Frederick, 
Peter  Moorer,  and  Isham  Clayton,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by appointed  Commissioners  for  repairing  and  keeping  in 
repair,  the  publick  road  between  the  Charlestown  District 
line,  and  the  line  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Andreiv.  And  that 
the  said  intermediate  District  do  elect  a  District  Commit- 
tee, after  having  given  proper  notice  of  such  intended  elec- 
tion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Intelligence  do,  in 
future,  enter  into  proper  books,  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose, minutes  of  all  their  transactions  ;  together  with  copies 
of  all  the  letters  that  shall  be  written  by  and  to  them. 


And  that  they  do  produce  the  books,  containing  whatever 
shall  be  done  or  written,  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
or  General  Committee,  to  either  of  those  bodies  respec- 
tively by  whom  the  same  has  been  ordered,  whenever 
required  so  to  do. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Laurens,  Colonel 
Pinckney,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Loivndcs,  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr. 
Edwards,  Mr.  Joseph  Kershaw,  and  Col.  Vciriicl  Uurr-^, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  make 
diligent  inquiry,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  report 
early  at  the  next  meeting  thereof,  what  communications 
between  different  Rivers  in  this  Colony,  the  present  or 
future  circumstances  of  our  affairs  may  render  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  opened,  or  prove  beneficial,  particularly 
between  Santee  and  Cooper  Rivers,  and  Edisto  and  ^.'A- 
ley  Rivers;  the  manner  in  which  the  same  may  be  most 
effectually  and  expeditiously  carried  into  execution;  and 
estimates  of  the  expense  that  will  attend  the  same. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Hc7iry  Middleton, 
Thomas  Lynch,  Esq.,  Colonel  Christopher  Gadsden,  John 
Rutlcdge,  and  Edward  Rntledge,  Esqrs.,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  continued,  and  fully  autho- 
rized, to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  American  Congress 
now  holding  ai  Philadelphia ;  with  the  same  powers  as 
were  vested  in  those  gentlemen  at  their  election  by  thq 
late  Congress  of  this  Colony  held  in  jM?ie  last. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  counterfeiting  or  imi- 
tating any  of  the  Certificates  issued  and  passing  current,  as 
money,  by  authority  of  Congress,  or  uttering,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  counterfeit,  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  a  capi- 
tal offence,  and  punishable,  as  such,  by  authority  of  Con- 
gress. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  shall  be  ad- 
journed to  the  first  day  of  February  next.  And  that  those 
members  who  do  not  attend  the  service  of  their  country  at 
the  said  adjournment,  shall  then  be  sent  for,  at  their  own 
expense,  unless  good  and  satisfactory  reasons  shall  then  be 
given  for  their  non-attendance. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  making  a  proper  com- 
pensation to  the  Secretary  for  his  services,  and  also  to  his 
Assistant  during  the  present  Session  of  Congress,  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress 
be  returned  to  the  several  persons  who  have  been  volun- 
teers in,  or  otherwise  engaged  in  hazardous  services,  for 
the  benefit  of  this  Colony  or  the  common  cause.  And 
that  the  Council  of  Safety  be  authorized  and  empowered 
to  bestow  honorary  or  other  Rewards,  upon  such  as  they 
shall  think  entitled  to  either. 

Captain  John  Joiner  being  present  in  Congress,  Mr. 
President  returned  him  their  Thanks  for  his  late  services. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Congress 
are  due  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  and  also  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Oliver  Hart,  for  the  important  services  by  them  re- 
spectively rendered  to  this  Colony,  in  their  late  progress 
into  the  back  country. 

And  the  Rev.  Mr.  Teiinent  being  present,  received  the 
Thanks  of  the  Congress  accordingly. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Confess 
be  returned  to  the  Hon.  ff'illiam  Henry  Drayton,  Pre^ 
dent  thereof,  for  the  diligence  and  propriety  with  which  he 
has  discharged  the  duties  of  that  important  station.  And 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes  do,  on  the  part  of  the  Con- 
gress, deliver  to  Mr.  President  their  Thanks  accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes  then  addressed  the  Chair,  iu 
words  to  the  following  effect : 

"Mr.  Phesident  :  The  Congress,  sensible  of  your  in- 
tegrity of  heart,  and  ability  of  mind,  placed  you  in  the 
chair,  for  the  most  important  purposes.  Your  unwearied 
attendance,  during  this  long  session,  and  your  conduct,  have 
given  the  most  perfect  satisfaction.  Vfou  are  therefore 
justly  entitled  to  the  Thanks  of  this  Congress,  who  have 
made  me  the  instrument  by  which  their  Thanks  are  present- 
ed to  you,  and  which,  in  their  name,  I  do  present." 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Thanksoftlie  Congress 
be  also  presented  to  Peter  Timothy,  their  Secretary,  for 
his  great  diligence,  unwearied  attention,  and  accuracy,  in 
the  execution  of  his  office. 
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And  Thanks  were  accordingly  returned  to  him  from  t'.se  a  copy  of  tlie  Petition  and  Remonstrance  of  Messrs.  Dunn 

chair.  and  Boote,  desiring  to  know  their  pleasure  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  be  requested  to  transmit  Tiie  Congress  was  then  adjourned  to  Thursday,  the  first 

to  the  Council  of  Safety  at  Salisbury  in  North- Carolina,  day  of  February  next. 


VfRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  held  at  tlie 
Town  of  Richmond,  in  the  Colony  of  P'irginia,  on  Fri- 
day, the  first  of  December,  1775,  and  afterwards  by 
adjournment  in  the  City  of  IVilliamsburgh.     Present: 

FoK  Ai.BEMAULE :  Johu  JVulker  and  Chas.  Lctcis,  Esqrs. 

For  Amelia  :  John  Tabb  and  John  Winn,  Esquires. 

For  Amherst:  William  Cabell,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Cabell, 
Elsqiiires. 

For  Augusta:  Samuel  McDowel  and  Thomas  Lewis, 
Esquires. 

For  Bedford  :  John  Talbot,  Esquire. 

For  Botetourt:  Andrew  Letoii  and  John  Bowycr, 
Ks(|uires. 

For  Brunswick  :  Frederick  Maclin  and  Henry  Taze- 
well, Esquires. 

For  Buckingham  :    Thomas  Patterson,  Esquire. 

For  Berkeley:  Robert  Rutherford  and  William  Drew, 
Esquires. 

For  Caroline  :  Edmund  Pendleton  and  James  Taylor, 
Esquires. 

For  Charles  City:  William  Acrill  and  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, Jun.,  Esquires. 

For  Charlotte  :  Paul  Carrington  and  Isaac  Read, 
Esquires. 

For  Chesterfield  :  Archibald  Cary  and  Benjamin  Wat- 
kins,  Esquires. 

For  Culpepper  :  Henry  Pendleton  and  Henry  Field, 
Jun.,  Esquires. 

For  Cumberland  :  William  Fleming  and  John  Mayo, 
Esquires. 

For  Dinwiddie  :  John  Banister  and  John  Ruffin,  Esqrs. 

For  Dunmore  :  Jonathan  Clark  and  Peter  Muhlenburg, 
Esquires. 

For  Elizabeth  City:  Henry  King  and  Worlich  West- 
wood,  Esquires. 

For  Essex  :  James  Edmonson  and  Meriwether  Smith, 
Esquires. 

For  Fairfax  :   Charles  Broadwater,  Esquire. 

For  Fauquier  :  James  Scott,  Esquire. 

For  Fkedehick  :  Rev.  Charles  M.  Thruston. 

For  Fincastle :  

For  Gloucester  :   Thomas  Whiting,  Esquire. 

For  Goochland  :  John  Woodson  and  Thomas  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Esquires. 

For  Halifax  :  Nathaniel  Terry  and  Micajah  Watkins, 
Esquires. 

For  Hampshire  :  James  Mercer  and  Joseph  Neaville, 
Esquires. 

For  Hanover  :  John  Syme  and  Samuel  Meredith,  Esqrs. 

For  Henrico:  Richard  Adams  and  Richard  Randolph, 
Esquires. 

For  James  City:  Robert  C.  Nicholas  and  William  Nor- 
vell.  Esquires. 

For  Isle-of-Wight  :  John  S.  Wills  and  Josiuh  Parker, 
Esquires. 

For  King  George  :  Joseph  Jones  and  William  Fitzhugh, 
Esquires. 

For  King  and  Queen:   George  Brooke,  Esquire. 

For  King  William  :  Carter  Braxton  and  William  Ay- 
lett.  Esquires. 

For  Lancaster  :  James  Selden  and  Chas.  Carter,  Esqrs. 

For  Loudoun  :  Francis  Peyton  and  Josiah  Clapham, 
Esquires. 

For  Louisa  :   Thos.  Johnson  and  Thos.  Walker,  Esqrs. 

For  Lunenburg  :  David  Garland  and  Thomas  Tabb, 
Esquires. 

For  Middlesex:  Edmund  Berkeley  and  James  Monta- 
gue, Esquires. 

For  Mecklenburgh  :  Robert  Burton  and  Bennet  Goode, 
Esquires. 

For  Nansemond:  James  Murdaugh  and  Andrew  Meade, 
Esquires. 


For  New-Kent:    Burwell  Bassett   and   Bartholomew 

Dandridge,  Esquires. 
For  Norfolk  :    Thomas  Newton,  Jun.,  and  James  Holt, 

Esquires. 
For  Northampton  :  Michael  Christian,  Esquire. 
For  Northumberland:   Peter  P.  Thornton  and  Rod- 
ham Kcnncr,  Esquires. 
For  Orange  :   Thos.  Barbour  and  James  Taylor,  Esqrs. 
For  Pittsylvania  :  Peter  Perkins  and  Benjamin  Lank- 
ford,  Esquires. 
For  Prince  Edward  :  Robert  Lawson  and  Wm.  Bibb, 

Esquires. 
For  Prince  George:  Richard  Bland  and  Peter  Poyth- 

ress,  Esquires. 
For  Princess  Anne:   Christopher  M'right,  Esqime. 
For  Prince  William:  Henry  Lee  and  Thomas  Black- 
burn, Esquires. 
For  Richmond  :  Robert   W.   Carter  and  Waller  Jones, 

Esquires. 
For  Southampton  :  Edwin   Gray  and   Henry   Taylor, 

Esquires. 
For  Spottsylvania:    George    Stubblefield   and    Mann 

Page,  Jun.,  Esquires. 
For  Stafford  :  Charles  Carter,  Jun.,  and  Thomas  Lud- 

well  Lee,  Esquires. 
For  Surry:  Allen  Cocke  and  Nicholas  Faulcon,  Jan., 

Esquires. 
For  Sussex  :  David  Mason  and  Henry  Gee,  Esquires. 
For  Warwick  :    William  Harwood  and  William  Lang- 
home,  Esquires. 
For  Westmoreland  :  Richard  Lee  and  John  A.  Wash- 
ington, Esquires. 
For  York  :  Dudley  Digges  and  Hugh  Nelson,  Esqrs. 
For  Jamestown  :   Champion  Travis,  Esquire. 
For  Williamsburgh  :  Joseph  Prcntis,  Esquire. 

Paul  Carrington,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 
Charlotte,  reminded  the  Convention  of  the  death  of  the 
Honourable  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq.,  the  late  worthy  Pre- 
sident, which  made  it  necessary  to  appoint  another,  and 
did  recommend  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  as  a  gentleman 
in  every  respect  qualified  to  fill  tiiat  important  ofBce.  He 
was  seconded  by  James  Mercer,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  the 
County  o(  Hampshire ;  and  upon  a  question  put,  the  said 
Edmund  Pendleton  was  elected  President,  and  took  the 
chair  accordingly,  from  whence  he  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments for  this  distinguished  mark  of  their  favour,  in  calling 
him  to  an  office  of  such  honour  and  importance,  as  unsoli- 
cited as  unmerited.  He  entreated  their  candour  and  assist- 
ance to  enable  him  to  discharge  it  with  propriety,  in  which 
he  promised  every  exertion  of  his  small  abilities. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Tazewell  be  appointed  Clerk 
of  this  Convention. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Woodford,  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, was  laid  before  tiie  Convention,  and  read  ;  repre- 
senting the  situation  of  the  Troops  under  his  command, 
and  of  those  under  Lord  Dunmore;  that  he  had  received 
an  offer  of  assistance  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Troops  stationed  in  North- Carolina,  not  far  distant,  which 
he  had  hitherto  declined  to  call  for,  thinking  the  force  he 
had  at  present  sufficient,  but  that  he  would  "take  his  mea- 
sures as  circumstances  should  occur. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  required,  in  a  Letter 
to  Colonel  Woodford,  to  be  sent  by  express,  to  desire  be 
will  risk  the  success  of  his  arms  as  little  as  [wssible,  and, 
if  there  is  not  a  moral  probability  of  secmity  with  the 
Troops  he  hath,  he  will  embrace  the  offer  of  assistance 
from  those  of  North- Carolina,  by  sending  immediately  for 
them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Francis  Eppes  be  appointed  Mes- 
senger to  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Prentis,  who  is  elected  a 
Delegate  to  represent  the  City  of  Williamsburgh,  in  the 
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room  and  during  tlie  necessary  absence  of  George  Wythe, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  this  Colony  in  General 
Congress,  be  admitted  into  this  Convention  as  a  Delegate 
for  the  said  city. 

The  Convention  adjourned  till  Monday  next  eleven 
o'clock,  then  to  meet  in  the  City  of  Williamshurgh. 

Williamsburgh,  Monday,  Dccembor  4,  1775. 

The  Convention  met  according  to  adjournment ;  but 
there  not  being  members  sufficient  to  proceed  to  business, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  5,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Thomas  Price  be  appointed 
Chaplain  to  this  Convention,  and  that  he  be  desired  to 
read  prayers  every  morning,  at  ten  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  John  A.  Washington,  Esq.,  having  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Westmore- 
land, is  incapable  of  sitting  and  voting  in  this  Conven- 
tion as  a  Delegate  for  the  said  County,  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident issue  his  Warrant  for  the  election  of  a  Delegate  for 
the  said  County,  and  for  all  other  Counties  and  Corpo- 
rations as  are  not  represented  in  this  Convention,  by  the 
necessary  attendance  of  the  Delegates  appointed  to  re- 
present this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  during  their  ab- 
sence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  lay  their 
Proceedings  before  this  Convention. 

Several  Letters  received  by  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
from  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Elizabeth  City, 
were  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr. 
Treasurer,  Joseph  Jones,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  JSlewton,  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Rujjin,  and  Mr.  Read,  and  they  are  to  report 
such  thereof  to  this  Convention  as  may  concern  the  pub- 
lick. 

Mr.  Bland  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  according  to 
order,  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Proceedings  of  the 
said  Committee,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  several  Let- 
ters received  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  General 
Congress,  and  others,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony ;  and  that  the  Letters  laid 
before  this  Convention  by  the  President,  together  with  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  be  referred  to 
the  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  stale  of  the  Colony ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Treasurer  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colo- 
ny, but  not  having  titne  to  go  through  the  same,  had  di- 
rected him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  revived, 
and  that  they  continue  to  exercise  the  powers  with  which 
they  were  vested  by  the  several  Ordinances  until  the  end 
of  this  session. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Banister,  and  Mr.  William  Cabell,  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  examine  Charles  Robertson,  who  hath  been 
apprehended  as  a  suspected  person,  together  with  the  seve- 
ral Papers  found  in  his  possession,  and  make  report. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  G,  1775. 

A  proposition  from  the  Rev.  John  Dixon  was  present- 
ed to  the  Convention  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  by  se- 
veral experiments  made  in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  he 
finds  he  can  make  considerable  quantities  of  Salt,  and  de- 
siring the  encouragement  of  the  publick  in  so  useful  an 
undertaking. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  proposition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Forces 
raised  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  this  Colony  do 
lay  before  the  Convention  a  state  and  return  of  the  Forces 
under  his  command,  and  of  their  several  stations. 

Resolved,  That  all  intercepted  Letters  which  are  sup- 
posed to  concern  the  |)ublick  be  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  unopened. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report 
such  of  tiie  Letters  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Elizabeth  City, 
as  concerned  the  publick,  reported  several  of  the  said  Let- 
ters. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonel  Woodford,  in  answer  to  one  formerly  written  to 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Several  Letters  lately  received  from  the  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Elizabeth  City  were  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  llie  Committee  for- 
inerly  appointed  to  report  such  Letters  as  should  be  found 
to  concern  the  publick. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Forces  raised  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention, according  to  order,  a  state  and  return  of  the  Forced 
under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Treasurer  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  Colony,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Woodford,  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, be  empowered  to  employ  a  Secretary,  with  the  same 
wages  as  are  allowed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Colonel  of 
the  First  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  proposition  of  the  Rev.  John  Dixon, 
for  the  manufactory  of  Salt,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Braxton, 
Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Carter  of  Stafford,  Mr.  Thomas  Wallcer, 
and  Mr.  Clapham,  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report 
such  of  the  Letters  lately  received  from  the  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Elizabeth  City,  as  concerned  the  publick, 
reported  several  of  the  said  Letters. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Treasurer  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consi- 
deration the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  a  Re- 
solution thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
five  hundred  efl^ective  Men,  three  Companies  whereof  to 
be  Riflemen,  be  employed  for  the  protection  and  defence 
of  the  Counties  of  Northampton  and  Accomaclc. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  half  after  ten  o'clock. 
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Friday,  December  8,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  llie  Convention  a  Letter  re- 
ceived from  Colonel  WoudforJ,  of  llie  Second  Ucginienl. 

Ordered,  Tlial  tlie  said  Lelier  be  referred  to  the  Coiu- 
mitlee  on  the  stale  of  the  Colony 


as  an  encouragement  to  promote  the  manufactory  of  Salt- 
peire,  in  which  he  is  at  present  engaged,  he  entering  into 
bond,  with  security  to  repay  the  same  in  saltpetre,  at  the 
price  of  three  Siiillings  per  pound,  within  six  months. 
Resolved,  That  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be 


II      .         ■       •         1  1      I      J  r»  .1  „  -jii>  «f    advanced  by  llie 'I'reasurer  of  this  Colony  to  the  I?wm/'m« 

Procamation  issued  by  Lord  Uunmorf,  (lie  7lh  ol     .iu»aiii-eu  u^  i.ic  .    .i    •  r    .  /.i    , 


iS^oi'cwicr  last,  declaring  martial  law  to  be  enforced  through- 
out this  Colony,  and  requiring  every  person  capable  of 
bearing  arms  to  resort  to  His  Majesty's  standard  by  him 
erected  in  the  Town  o(  Norfolk,  or  be  considered  as  trai- 
tors to  His  Majesty's  crown  and  Government,  and  furtiier 
declaring  all  negroes  and  indented  servants  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  and  appertaining  to  rebels,  free;  also,  a  certificate 
of°an  oath  taken  by  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  in  consequence  there- 
of; were  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Proclamation  and  Certificate  be 
referred  to  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Rutherford, 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Gary,  Mr. 
Smith,  tiie  Kev.  Mr.  Muhknburg,  and  Mr.  Page;  and 
ihey  are  to  draw  up  a  Declaration  in  answer  thereto,  and 
make  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  CommiUee  do  also  select  for 
publication  such  of  the  Letters  laid  before  this  Convention 
as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  the  venders  of  Salt,  imported  not  con- 
trary to  the  Continental  Association,  be  allowed  to  demand 
and  receive  whatever  price  they  can  obtain  for  that  neces- 
sary article. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  for  the 
time  being  be  required  to  purchase  for  the  publick  use,  all 
the  good  and  merchantable  Gunpowder  which  may  be  im- 
ported into  this  Colony,  or  manufactured  here,  at  any 
lime  within  six  months,  and  allow  the  price  of  six  Shilhngs 
per  pound  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Cabell,  Thomas  Randolph,  and 
Jerman  Baker,  Gentlemen,  be  appointed  Commission- 
ers to  receive  for  and  pay  to  the  several  claimants,  in 
the  Southern  District,  for  services  in  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  whatever  may  be  due  thein  from  the 
publick,  and  not  called  for  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  that 
francis  Peyton,  George  Rootes,  and  John  Neavill,  Gen- 
tlemen, be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  like  purpose 
in  the  Northern  District. 

Mr.  Braxton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Rev.  John  Dixon,  for  the  manufactory  of  Salt, 
was  referred,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
same  under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolutions  thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  the  samples  of  Salt  exhibited  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dixon  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficiently  purified, 
but  are  of  great  strength  in  their  taste. 


Saltpetre  Company,  to  promote  tiieir  manufactory  of  that 
article,  they  entering  into  bond,  with  security  to  repay  the 
same  in  saltpetre,  at  the  price  of  three  shillings  per  pound, 
within  six  months. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  of  Stafford,  have  leave  to  be 
absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the  remain- 
der of  this  session. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colo- 
ny ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Treasurer  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony,  but  not  having  time 
to  go  through  the  satne,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  December  11,  1775. 

A  I^etter  from  Colonel  Woodford,  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment, was  laid  before  the  Convention  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  representation  from  the  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Accomack  was  laid  before  the  Convention  and  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Henry 
Lee,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Aylett,  Mr.  Uolt,  and  Mr.  Brooke, 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  oi  John  Good- 
rich, William  Goodrich,  and  John  Goodrich,  Jr.,  relating 
to  the  importation  of  Gunpowder  and  other  articles,  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony. 

A  Petition  and  Representation  from  the  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Warwick,  was  laid  before  the  Convention 
and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  and  Representation  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colo- 
ny ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carey  reported,  that  the  Commit- 
tee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration 
the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 


That  the  said  Mr.  Dixon,  having  given  assurances  of    consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 


bis  intention  to  proceed  in  this  work  with  expedition  and 
diligence,  if  supported  with  a  sum  of  money  from  the  coun- 
try, not  exceeding  fifty  Pounds,  to  purchase  his  kettles, 
and  other  necessaries,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  the 
said  sum  ought  to  be  advanced  to  the  said  Mr.  D7".TOn,upon 
bis  giving  security  to  repay  the  money  if  his  work  succeeds 
within  twelve  months;  and  if  it  does  not,  to  return  what 
articles  he  bought  with  the  country's  money. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colo- 
ny ;  and  after  some  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Treasurer  reported,  that  tiie  Committee 
bad,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  December  9,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  do  advance 


The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Journal  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  General  Congress  held  at  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  the  tenth  day  of  May  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  do  lie  on  the  table,  for  the 
perusal  of  the  members. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carey  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  and  bad  come  to  several  Resolutions 
thereupon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  when  the  Conven- 
tion should  be  pleased  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  re- 


the  sura  of  one  hundred  Pounds  to  Charles  Carter,  Esq.,    ceived  from  Colonel  Woodford,  which  being  read, 
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Resolved  unanimouxly,  That  this  Convention  do  highly 
approve  of  Colonel  WoodforcVs  conduct,  manifested  as  well 
in  the  success  of  the  Troops  under  his  command,  as  in  the 
humane  treatment  of,  and  kind  attention  to,  the  unfortu- 
nate, though  brave  Oflicers  and  Soldiers,  who  were  made 
prisoners  in  llie  late  action  near  the  Great  Bridge,  and  that 
the  President  communicate  to  Colonel  fVoodford  the  sense 
of  his  country  on  this  occasion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  13,  1775. 
Mr.  Treasurer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  Declaration  in  answer  to  Lord  Dutimorc's  Proclama- 
lion,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  accordingly  pre- 
pared the  following  Declaration  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  unanimously  agreed  to: 
By  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Vikginia,  assembled  in  General  Conven- 
tion. 

A  Ueclabation. 

Whereas  Lord  Dunmore,  by  liis  Proclamation,  dated  on 
board  the  Ship  William,  the  7th  day  of  November,  1775, 
hath  presumed,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  of  this  country,  to  declare  martial  law  in  force, 
and  to  be  executed  throughout  this  Colony,  whereby  our 
lives,  our  liberty,  and  property,  are  arbitrarily  subjected  to 
his  power  and  direction ;  and  whereas  the  said  Lord  Dun- 
more,  assuming  powers  which  the  King  himself  cannot 
exercise,  to  intimidate  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  into 
a  compliance  with  his  arbitrary  will,  hath  declared  those 
who  do  not  immediately  repair  to  his  standard,  and  submit 
in  all  things  to  a  Government  not  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  be  in  actual  rebellion,  and  thereby  to  have 
incurred  the  penalties  inflicted  by  the  laws  for  such  offences; 
and  hath  offered  freedom  to  the  servants  and  slaves  of  those 
he  is  pleased  to  term  Rebels,  arming  them  against  their  mas- 
ters, and  destroying  the  peace  and  happiness  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's good  and  faithful  subjects,  whose  property  is  ren- 
dered insecure,  and  whose  lives  are  exposed  to  the  dangers 
of  a  general  insurrection :  We,  as  guardians  of  the  lives  and 
liberty  of  the  people,  our  constituents,  conceive  it  to  be  in- 
dispensably our  duty  to  protect  them  against  every  species 
of  despotism,  and  to  endeavour  to  remove  those  fears  with 
which  they  are  so  justly  alarmed. 

If  it  were  possible  the  understandings  of  men  could  be 
so  blinded  that  every  gleam  of  reason  might  be  lost,  the 
hope  his  Lordship  says  he  hath  ever  entertained  of  an  ac- 
commodation between  Great  Britain  and  this  Colony  might 
now  pass  unnoticed  ;  but  truth,  justice,  and  common  sense, 
must  ever  prevail,  when  facts  can  be  appealed  to  in  their 
support.  It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  this  Colony,  that 
his  Lordship  can  be  traced  as  the  source  of  innumerable 
evils,  and  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  misfortunes, 
under  which  we  now  labour.  A  particular  detail  of  his 
conduct,  since  his  arrival  in  this  Colony,  can  be  considered 
only  as  a  repetition,  it  having  been  already  fully  published 
to  the  world  by  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  a  former  Convention;  but  the  unremitting  violence 
with  which  his  Lordship  endeavours  to  involve  this  country 
in  the  most  dreadful  calamities,  constantly  affords  new  mat- 
ter for  the  attention  of  the  publick,  and  will  remove  every 
imputation  of  ingratitude  to  his  Lordship,  or  of  injustice 
to  his  character.  His  Lordship  is  pleased  to  ascribe  the 
unworthy  part  he  hath  taken  against  this  Colony,  to  a  ne- 
cessity arising  from  the  conduct  of  its  inhabitants,  whom 
he  hath  considered  in  a  rebellious  state,  but  who  know 
nothing  of  rebellion  except  the  name.  Ever  zealous  in 
support  of  tyranny,  he  hath  broken  the  bonds  of  society, 
and  trampled  justice  under  his  feet.  Had  his  Lordship 
been  desirous  of  effecting  an  accommodation  of  these  dis- 
putes, he  hath  had  the  most  ample  occasion  of  exertino- 
both  his  interest  and  abilities ;  but  that  he  never  had  in 
view  any  such  salutary  end,  most  evidently  appears  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct.  The  supposed  design  of 
the  Canada  bill  having  been  to  draw  down  upon  us  a  mer- 
ciless and  savage  enemy,  the  present  manoeuvres  amongst 
the  Roman  Catholicks  in  Ireland,  and  the  schemes  con- 
certed with  Doctor  Connolly,  and  other  vile  instruments  of 
tyranny,  which  have  appeared  by  the  examination  of  the 
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said  Connolly,  justify  the  supposition,  and  most  fully  evince, 
his  Lordship's  inimical  and  cruel  disposition  towards  us, 
and  can  best  determine  whether  we  have  been  wrong  in 
preparing  to  resist,  even  by  arms,  that  system  of  tyranny 
adopted  by  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
of  which  he  is  become  the  rigid  executioner  in  this  Colony. 
The  many  depredations  committed  also  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  by  the  tenders  and  other  armed  ves- 
sels employed  by  his  Lordship  for  such  purposes,  the  pil- 
fering and  plundering  the  property  of  the  people,  and  the 
actual  seduction  and  seizure  of  their  slaves,  were  truly 
alarming  in  their  effects,  and  called  aloud  for  justice  and 
resistance.  The  persons  of  many  of  our  peaceable  bre- 
thren have  been  seized  and  dragged  to  confinement,  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  constitution  of 
our  country.  Yet  have  we  borne  this  injurious  treatment 
with  unexampled  patience,  unwilling  to  shed  the  blood  of 
our  fellow-subjects ;  who,  prosecuting  the  measures  of  a 
British  Parliament,  would  sacrifice  our  lives  and  property 
to  a  relentless  fury,  and  unabaling  avarice.  If  a  Governour 
can  be  authorized,  even  by  majesty  itself,  to  annul  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  introduce  the  most  execrable  of  all 
systems,  the  law  martial ;  if,  by  his  single  fiat,  he  can  strip 
us  of  our  property,  can  give  freedom  to  our  servants  and 
slaves,  and  arm  them  for  our  destruction ;  let  us  bid  adieu 
to  every  thing  valuable  in  life,  let  us  at  once  bend  our 
neck  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  hug  the  chains  prepared  for 
us  and  our  latest  posterity. 

It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  we  reflect  upon  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  some  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  who 
have  thought  themselves  too  immediately  within  the  power 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  have  been  induced  thereby  to  re- 
main inactive.  We  lament  the  advantage  he  hath  taken 
of  their  situation,  and  at  present  impute  their  inactivity  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  the  constitution,  not  to  any  de- 
fection or  want  of  zeal,  but  to  their  defenceless  state ;  and 
whilst  we  endeavour  to  afford  them  succour,  and  to  sup- 
port their  rights,  we  expect  they  will  contribute  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  effect  their  deliverance.  Yet,  if 
any  of  our  people,  in  violation  of  their  faith  plighted  to 
this  Colony,  and  the  duty  they  owe  to  society,  shall  be 
found  in  arms,  or  continue  to  give  assistance  to  our  ene- 
mies, we  shall  think  ourselves  justified,  by  the  necessity 
we  are  under,  in  executing  upon  them  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion. 

Impressed  with  a  just  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  our  countrymen,  we  trust  they  will,  on 
their  part,  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  our  common 
cause,  and  that  we  shall  all  acquit  ourselves  like  freemen, 
being  compelled,  by  a  disagreeable,  but  absolute  necessity 
of  repelling  force  by  force,  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and 
privileges;  and  we  appeal  to  God,  who  is  the  sovereign 
disposer  of  all  events,  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  trusting 
to  his  unerring  wisdom  to  direct  our  counsels,  and  give 
success  to  our  arms. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
Declaration  in  answer  to  Lord  Dunmore's  Proclamation, 
do  also  draw  up  and  report  a  Declaration  offering  pardon 
to  such  Slaves  as  shall  return  to  their  duty  within  ten  days 
after  the  publication  thereof,  or  be  liable  to  such  punish- 
ment as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  a  Delegate  be  chosen  by  ballot,  on  Fri- 
day next,  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  room 
of  the  late  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  write  to 
Colonel  fVoodford,  desiring  that  he  will  endeavour  to  ef- 
fect an  exchange  of  the  Prisoners  in  his  possession  for  our 
worthy  countrymen  now  confined  by  Lord  Dunmore;  and, 
if  he  should  not  be  able  to  effect  such  exchaiig?,  that  he 
send  his  Prisoners  to  the  City  of  fViltiamsburgh,  as  soon 
as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  and  thai  he  also  send  the 
Slaves  taken  to  the  said  City. 

Ordered,  That  the  Slaves  taken  and  confined  at  the 
Town  of  Hampton,  be  sent  to  the  publick  Jail  in  the  City 
of  Williamsburgh. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  re- 
ceived from  the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  Co- 
lony in  General  Congress,  enclosing  several  Resolutions  of 
that  respectable  body  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 
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A  Petition  of  sundry  surviving  Captains  of  Companies 
on  the  late  expedition  aijainst  the  Indians,  was  presented 
to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  said 
expedition  was  greatly  promoted  by  their  zeal  for  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  they  had  advanced  considerable  sums  of 
money,  and  extended  their  credit  to  the  utmost,  in  order 
to  supply  the  soldiers  under  their  command  with  every 
necessary  for  the  campaign  ;  that  they  did  this  from  an  ex- 
pectation that  the  Troops  would  be  paid  off  in  the  manner 
practised  heretofore,  and  that  each  Captain  should  receive 
the  pay  of  his  Company,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  reim- 
burse himself  what  he  might  have  advanced  the  Soldiers 
'under  him ;  but  that  it  is  with  great  concern  they  have 
lately  understood  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
the  accounts  had  come  to  a  resolution  not  to  pay  any 
soldier  or  packhorse-man  unless  such  person  should  ap- 
pear, or  give  an  order  in  writing  for  the  same,  by  which 
they  conceive  they  shall  be  considerable  losers,  as  many  of 
the  Soldiers  were  now  dispersed  over  tlie  Continent,  ex- 
pecting their  pay  would  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
their  respective  Ca|)tains,  to  discharge  the  money  advanced 
for  them  ;  and  praying  such  relief  as  this  Convention  should 
think  just  and  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  receive 
for  and  pay  to  the  several  Claimants  in  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict, for  services  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians, 
whatever  may  be  due  to  them  from  the  publick,  do  in  the 
first  place  settle  the  Accounts  between  the  Captains  and 
the  Men  under  their  command,  and  pay  to  the  said  Cap- 
tains whatever  shall  be  found  due  to  them  on  such  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  Cary,  according  to  order,  reported,  that  the  Com- 
milee  of  the  whole  Convention  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention : 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  Forces  now  in  the  pay  of 
this  Colony  be  recruited  to  ten  Companies  of  sixty-eight 
men  each,  rank  and  file ;  and  that  six  other  Battalions, 
each  to  consist  of  the  like  number  of  men,  with  their  pro- 
per Ofiicers,  exclusive  of  the  forces  already  voted  for  the 
defence  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton  and  Accomack, 
be  raised  and  embodied  for  the  defence  and  protection  of 
this  Colony,  and  that  these  levies  be  recruited  throughout 
the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  Battalions  be  com- 
manded by  a  Colonel,  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Major,  ten 
Captains,  twenty  Lieutenants;  ten  Ensigns,  and  thirty  Ser- 
geants. 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  said  Battalions  be  composed 
of  Germans,  with  German  Officers. 

That  the  plan  formerly  established  for  the  defence  of 
this  Colony,  by  Minute-men  and  Militia,  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued, with  some  alterations. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  A.  Lewis,  Mr.  Mere- 
dith, Mr.  n'ills,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Rootes,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr. 
Harvie,  Mr.  Kenner,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr. 
Holt,  and  Mr.  Travis,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  an  Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  examine  Charles  Robinson,  who  had  been  apprehended 
as  a  suspected  person,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
accordingly  examined  him,  and  had  found  no  Papers  of  a 
publick  nature  in  his  possession  ;  but,  as  he  is  at  present  in 
the  employment  of  a  person  in  arms  against  this  Colony, 
they  are  of  opinion  he  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  return 
to  Norfolk,  but  be  admitted  to  go  at  large  on  his  parole. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Report. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being 
read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Tliursday,  December  14,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonel  IVoodford,  enclosing  a  Petition  from  the  poor  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  requesting  his  protec- 
tion ;  also  a  Petition  from  sundry  distressed  Highlanders, 
lately  arrived  from  Scotland,  praying  that  they  might  be 
permitted  to  go  to  Cape  Fear,  in  North-Carolina,  the 
place  where  they  intended  to  settle,  together  with  sundry 
other  papers,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  write  to 
Colonel  /Feo(//brf/,  directing  him  that  all  such  Tories  taken 
by  him,  who  shall,  upon  an  examination  before  the  Field 
Officers,  appear  to  have  borne  Arms  against  this  Colony, 
be  sent  to  tiie  City  of  fVilliamslntrgh ;  and  that  all  others 
who,  upon  such  examination,  shall  appear  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  be  detained  by  him  till  the  further 
order  of  the  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety;  that  he 
extend  all  reasonable  indulgence  to  such  as  appear  to  have 
taken  the  part  of  Lord  Dnnmore  through  necessity ;  that 
he  take  the  distressed  Highlanders,  with  their  families, 
under  his  protection,  permit  them  to  pass  by  land  unmo- 
lested to  Carolina,  and  supply  them  with  such  provisions 
as  they  may  be  in  immediate  want  of. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter 
from  Colonel  Howe,  of  North- Carolina,  informing  him 
that  he  had  joined  Colonel  Woodford  with  the  Troops 
under  his  command,  and  sliould  be  happy  to  afford  him  his 
best  assistance. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  write  to 
Colonel  Hoioe,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  obliging 
Letter,  and  thanking  him  for  his  good  intentions  towards 
this  Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cai-y  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  several  Re- 
solutions thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  this 
Colony,  ought  to  be  amended. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  per- 
sons harbouring  Deserters  from  tiie  forces  raised,  or  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  ought  to  be  pun- 
ished. 

Resolved,  That  the  representation  from  the  County  of 
Accomack,  and  request  therein  contained,  are  reasonable, 
and  that  they  be  assured  the  Convention  will  pay  a  pro- 
per attention  thereto,  and  afford  them  every  protection  in 
their  power. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Fitzhugh, 
Mr.  Page,  Mr.  R.  Carter,  Mr.  John  Walker,  Mr.  Har- 
rison, Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Per- 
kins, Mr.  Lnnkford,  and  Mr.  Poythress,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  an  Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  first  of  the  said 
Resolutions ;  and  that  the  Committee  formerly  appointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordinance  pursuant  to  the  Re- 
solutions for  recruiting  the  regular  Forces,  now  in  the  pay 
of  this  Colony,  to  ten  Companies,  and  for  raising  six  other 
Battalions,  do  receive  a  clause,  or  clauses,  pursuant  to  the 
second  Resolution. 

Mr.  Treasurer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  Declaration,  offering  pardon  to  such  Slaves  as  should 
return  to  their  duty,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  ac- 
cordingly prepared  the  following  Declaration ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to : 

By  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  General  Conven- 
tion. 

A  Declaration. 
Whereas  Lord  Dunmore,  by  his  Proclamation,  dated  on 
board  the  Ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  the  7th  day  of  No- 
vember,  1775,  hath  offered   freedom  to  such  able-bodied 
Slaves  as  are  willing  to  join  him,  and  take  up  arms  against 
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the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  giving  thereby  encour- 
agement to  a  general  insurrection,  wliicli  may  induce  a 
necessity  of  inflicling  the  severest  punishments  upon  those 
unhappy  people,  already  deluded  by  his  base  and  insidious 
arts ;  and  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
now  in  force  in  this  Colony,  it  is  enacted,  that  all  negro  or 
other  slaves,  conspiring  to  rebel  or  make  insurrection,  shall 
suffer  death,  and  be  excluded  all  benefit  of  clergy  :  we  think 
it  proper  to  declare,  that  all  slaves  who  have  been,  or  shall 
be  seduced,  by  his  Lordship's  Proclamation,  or  other  arts, 
to  desert  their  master's  service,  and  take  uj)  arms  against 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  liable  to  such  pun- 
ishment as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  General  Con- 
vention. And  to  the  end  that  all  such  who  have  taken 
this  unlawful  and  wicked  step  may  return  in  safety  to 
their  duty,  and  escape  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes, 
we  hereby  promise  pardon  to  them,  they  surrendering 
themselves  to  Colonel  H'illiam  Woodford,  or  any  other 
commander  of  our  Troops,  and  not  appearing  in  arms  after 
the  publication  hereof.  And  we  do  further  earnestly  re- 
commend it  to  all  humane  and  benevolent  persons  in  this 
Colony  to  explain  and  make  known  this  our  offer  of  mercy 
to  those  unfortunate  people. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Vestry  of  the  Parish  of  Henrico, 
in  the  County  of  Henrico,  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  at  a  loss  to  know 
in  what  manner  their  Minister's  salary  ought  to  be  levied 
and  collected,  the  same  being  directed  by  Act  of  Assem- 
bly to  be  paid  to  the  Minister  in  Tobacco,  if  required  by 
him  ;  and  praying  the  Convention  would  take  the  same 
into  consideration,  and  give  such  direction  therein  as  shall 
be  thought  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  establishing  a  general  Test;  and  that  Mr.  Mercer  and 
Mr.  Adams  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Arms  and  Warlike  Accoutrements 
taken  at  the  late  engagement  at  the  Great  Bridge,  be 
fairly  appraised,  and  retained  for  the  use  of  the  Colony ; 
and  that  the  value  thereof,  together  with  the  Money  to  be 
produced  by  the  sales  of  the  other  articles  taken  on  that 
occasion,  be  divided  among  the  Soldiers. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  be  allowed  to  make  reprisal 
on  the  property  of  Lord  Dunmore,  in  this  Colony,  or  their 
property  seized  by  him,  or  the  Navy,  without  the  order  of 
this  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  the  different 
Tribes  of  Indians,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  cause  so 
many  of  the  captive  Slaves,  as  they  shall  think  necessary, 
to  be  employed  in  working  the  Lead  Mine  in  the  County 
of  Fincastle,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  15,  1775. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a  Delegate,  to  represent 
this  Colony  in  General  Congress,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Honourable  Peyton  Randolph ,  Ksq. ;  and  the  Members 
having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the  Delegate  to 
be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr. 
William  Cabell,  and  Mr.  Carter,  o{  Lancaster,  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  report 
on  whom  the  majority  fell;  and  it  appearing,  from  their 
Report,  that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion in  favour  of  Carter  Braxton,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Carter  Braxton,  Esq., 
be  appointed  a  Delegate  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gen- 
eral Congress,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Honourable  Peyton 
Randolph,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  proceed 


to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Safety,  to  consist 
of  eleven  persons,  and  that  the  same  be  made  by  ballot. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Terry,  Mr.  Watkins,  and  Mr.Bihb, 
be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Ordi- 
nance for  amending  the  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention 
for  providing  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  this 
Colony. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  stale  of  the 
Colony ;  and  after  some  lime  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  bad  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  but  not  having  time  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  slate  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Stephen  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  his  son  William  Ste- 
phen, being  very  desirous  of  serving  his  country  in  the 
late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  enlisted,  by  his  per- 
mission, as  a  soldier,  although  only  fourteen  years  of  age ; 
that,  unfortunately  for  your  Petitioner,  he  was  slain  in  the 
action  with  the  Indians,  the  tenth  of  October,  1774,  by 
which  means  your  Petitioner,  being  aged  and  infirm,  is  de- 
prived of  his  only  support,  and  therefore  praying  that  this 
Convention  will  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  grant 
him  such  relief  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia 
lately  drawn  out  into  actual  service;  and  they  are  to  re- 
port the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  ZiU- 
nenburgh,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read; 
setting  forth,  that  they  are  determined  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  defend  the  liberties  of  America,  and  to  stand 
or  fall  with  their  country  ;  that  they  will,  at  all  times,  en- 
deavour to  promote  union  and  brotherly  love  among  their 
countrymen,  and  those  from  any  other  parts  of  the  world, 
who  do  not  show  themselves  inimical  to  the  rights  of  man- 
kind ;  that  they  are  persuaded  this  Convention  had  in  view 
these  important  objects  when  the  Resolution  in  favour  of  the 
Merchants  and  Factors  from  Great  Britain  residing  here 
was  entered  into,  but  experience  having  proved  that  the 
good  purposes  thereby  intended  are  not  answered,  but  on 
the  contrary,  jealousies  and  distinctions,  which  before  might 
have  existed,  are  greatly  increased,  and  praying  the  said 
Resolution  may  be  rescinded,  and  in  lieu  thereof  a  Test  es- 
tablished, whereby  the  friends  of  America  may  be  distin- 
guished from  those  who  are  inimical  to  the  glorious  cause 
in  which  this  country  is  engaged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  Doctor  Archibald.  Campbell,  of  the  Bo- 
rough of  Norfolk,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and 
read;  setting  forth,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Magistrates, 
and  other  principal  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Borough,  he 
was  deputed,  with  several  others,  to  wait  on  Colonel  Wood- 
ford, commander  of  the  Forces  of  this  Colony,  then  at  the 
Great  Bridge,  in  Norfolk  County,  to  know  his  intentions 
in  respect  to  the  treatment  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Bo- 
rough were  to  expect  from  the  Army  under  his  command, 
as  it  had  been  currently  reported  that  the  Town  was  to  be 
plundered,  and  then  burnt,  and  also  to  know  what  part 
they  were  to  act  to  avoid  such  calamities ;  that  he  accord- 
ingly made  application  to  Colonel  Woodford,  who  directed 
him  to  apply  to  this  Convention,  to  whom  he  should  sub- 
mit the  matter ;  that  he  hath  been  informed  that  some  un- 
friendly person  had  represented  to  Colonel  Woodford,  that 
he  had  taken  an  active  part,  under  Lord  Dunmore,  relative 
to  the  late  transactions  in  the  said  Borough,  which  charge 
he  denies,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  matters  inimical  to  the 
Colony ;  and  that  he  never  acted  under  Lord  Dunmore 
further  than  he  was  constrained  by  his  Lordship's  esta- 
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blishing  martial  law ;  and  praying  the  protection  of  this 
Convention  in  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Bo- 
rough ;  and  that  if  any  inquiry  into  his  conduct  should  be 
thougiit  necessary,  a  Committee  might  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Holt,  Mr.  JS'avion,  Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  Murdaugh,  Mr. 
fVills,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Meredith, 
Mr.  Bootes,  and  Mr.  Mercer ;  and  lliey  are  to  report  the 
same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Arc/ribald  CampheU  be  con- 
fined to  his  room  in  the  City  of  WilUamsburgh,  under  a 
proper  Guard,  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention,  or 
Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety ;  and  the  Members  having  prepared  tickets, 
with  the  names  of  eleven  persons  to  be  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot  box,  Mr.  Watkins, 
Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Syne,  and   Mr.  Drew,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  same,  and  report  on  whom  the 
majority  fell ;  who  retired,  and  after  some  time  retiuned  into 
Convention,  and  reported  that  the  numbers  stood  as  follows  : 
For  Dudley  Digges,  Esq.,  -     -     -     -  74 
John  Page,  Esq.,    -----  73 
Paul  Carrington,  Esq.,     -     -     -  72 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  -     -     -  65 
James  Mercer,  Esq.,     -     -     -     -  64 
Thomas  Lndwell  Lee,  Esq.,    -     -  61 
William  Cabell,  Esq.,  -     ...  59 
Richard  Bland,  Esq.,  -     -     .     -  55 
Joseph  Jones,  Esq.,  -----  48 
John  Tabb,  Esq.,     -----  46 
Thomas  Walker,  Esq.,  -     -     -     -  31 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  said  Dudley  Digges,  John 
Page,  Paul  Carrington,  Edmund  Pendleton,  James  Mer- 
cer, Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  Wm.  Cabell,  Richard  Bland, 
Joseph  Jones,  John  Tabb,  and  Thomas  Walker,  Esquires, 
be  appointed  Members  of  the  said  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being 
read, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  that  Mr.  Richard  Lee  a°nd 
Mr.  Henry  Lee  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  Petition  of  John  Chew,  John  Hews,  and  Ambrose 
Rains,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  had  served  under  Captain  John  Hern- 
don  as  volunteers  to  WilUamsburgh  in  August  last,  and 
were,  on  their  return  home,  taken  ill  and  obliged  to  em- 
ploy a  Doctor,  at  an  expense  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear; 
that  as  this  expense  was  incurred  whilst  they  were  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  their  country,  they  hope  this 
Convention  will  order  the  same  to  be  repaid  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Norvell,  Mr.  Travis,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Langhome ;  and 
that  they  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Fair- 
fax, containing  instructions  to  their  Delegates  in  Conven- 
tion, was  presented,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Instructions  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  be  em- 
powered to  employ  such  persons  as  he  shall  think  proper 
to  fill  up  and  sign  the  Treasury  Notes  emitted  pursuant  to 
an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Session  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Woodford's  Letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  togetiier  with  the  enclosures,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Isle-of- 


Wight,  enclosing  a  Resolution  of  tliesaid  Committee,  was 
presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
CcEsar,  a  negro  man  slave,  belonging  to  Walter  Gwynn, 
of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  and  pilot  to  a  tender,  was 
placed  by  the  Captain  of  the  said  tender  on  board  the 
Molly,  Captain  Conyard,  with  orders  to  carry  her  to  Nor- 
folk, l>ut  that  Captain  Conyard,  had  prevailed  with  him, 
by  offering  him  a  reward,  to  run  the  said  vessel  into  Pa- 
gan Creek,  in  the  said  County  of  Isle-of- Wight,  where 
she  now  lies ;  that  they  had  sent  the  said  negro  Crcsar  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  shall 
think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Richard  Randolph,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Bas- 
sett,  Mr.  Terry,  Mr.  Brooke,  Mr.  Berkeley,  and  Mr. 
Rootes ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  a  Vessel,  belong- 
ing to  Messrs.  Gibson  fy  Co.,  was  about  to  sail  for  Great 
Britain  with  Naval  Stores, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
for  the  County  of  Nansemond  not  to  permit  the  said  Ves- 
sel to  proceed  to  sea,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Conven- 
tion. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Simpson,  and  John  Campbell,  was 
presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read;  setting  forth,  that 
they  had  supplied  the  Soldiery  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Dunmore,  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  with 
sundry  articles,  which  were  appraised  agreeably  to  law,  the 
amount  of  which  appraisement,  the  Commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out 
into  actual  service,  refused  to  allow  them ;  that  they  had 
advanced  to  Major  John  Connolly  sums  of  Money,  and 
other  things  to  a  considerable  amount,  depending  wholly 
upon  his  pay  as  an  officer,  which  he  had  assigned  to 
them  before  he  had  attempted  to  perpetrate  bis  diabolical 
plot,  which  the  said  Commissioners  also  refused  to  allow 
them  ;  that  they  have  claims  against  the  publick,  for  assign- 
ments from  sundry  officers  and  men  who  were  in  service 
at  Fort  Pitt  before  the  26th  of  May,  1774,  and  from  sun- 
dry artificers  for  their  pay  whilst  employed  in  repairing 
Fort  Pitt  and  building  Fort  Fincastle,  and  for  sundry  ma°- 
terials  used  in  those  works,  for  all  which  they  pray  such 
allowance  as  shall  be  found  to  be  just. 

Also  a  Petition  of  Alexander  Ross,  setting  forth  that 
William  Thompson,  together  with  your  Petitioner,  purchas- 
ed of  the  Crown  the  buildings  and  materials  belonging  to 
ForJ  Pitt  when  they  were  evacuated,  and  occupied  "the 
same  till  some  time  in  the  year  1774,  when  Major  John 
Connolly,  by  command  of  Lord  Dunmore,  took  possession 
thereof  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  had  the  same 
appraised  by  proper  judges,  upon  oath,  to  the  sura  of 
1482Z.  17s.  2r/.,  besides  sundry  articles,  the  sole  property 
of  your  Petitioner,  appraised  to  314^.  Is.  9d.,  and  retained 
the  same  till  the  month  of  August  last,  when  Captain  John 
Neavill,  by  direction  of  this  Convention,  took  possession 
thereof  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony ;  and  praying  the 
premises  may  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  such  "relief 
granted  them  as  their  case  shall  be  found  to  deserve. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitions  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  Neavill,  Mr.  Rootes,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Muh- 
lenburg,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Carrin<r. 
ion,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  William  Cabell,  Mr.  Thos.  Walker, 
Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Gary,  Mr.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Taylor,  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
tnittee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,)  That  some 
mode  ought  to  be  established  for  the  payment  of  the  Minis- 
ter's salary,  and  other  Tobacco  Debts,  throughout  this 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Dandridge, 
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Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Richard  Randolph,  and  Mr. 
Bassett,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Ordi- 
nance pursuant  to  the  said  Resolution. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonel  Howe,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Woodford; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  Edward  Hack  Mosely,  and  Edward  Hack 
Moscley,  Jun.,  of  the  County  o(  Princess  Anne,  and  Alat- 
theiv  Fhripp,  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk,  was  presented 
to  the  Convention  and  read,  setting  forth  that  they  had 
been  directed  by  Colonel  Woodford  to  appear  before  this 
Convention  for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct  during  the 
unhappy  disturbances  which  have  lately  prevailed  in  the 
Borough  oi  Norfolk ;  that  they  understand  very  unfavour- 
able and  injurious  reports  have  prevailed  against  them,  rep- 
resenting them  as  inimical  to  their  country,  of  which  they 
hope  honourably  to  acquit  themselves,  when  this  Conven- 
tion shall  be  pleased  to  grant  them  a  hearing. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Holt, 
Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  Meade,  Mr.  Murdavgh,  Mr.  Wills,  Mr. 
Adams,  Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Meredith,  Mr.  Rootes, 
and  Mr.  Mercer,  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  Hack  Mosely,  Edward 
Hack  Mosely,  Jun.,  and  Matthew  Phripp,  be  confined  to 
their  room  in  the  City  of  WiUiamsburgh,  under  a  proper 
guard,  till  the  further  order  of  the  Convention,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

A  Representation  from  the  Committee  for  the  County 
of  Caroline  was  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read, 
setting  forth  that  they  had  seized  sundry  effects  belonging 
to  Thomas  Hepburn,  of  the  Town  of  Norfolk,  who  had 
appeared  in  arms  against  this  Colony,  and  should  retain 
the  same  till  they  received  the  orders  of  this  Convention 
in  relation  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Representation  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Deposi- 
tions o( Morgan  Alexander  and  Richard  Partridge,  taken 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  examination  of  John 
Dew,  charged  with  endeavouring  to  persuade  several  of 
the  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Company  of  the  said  Alex- 
ander to  desert ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  directed  to 
send  such  force,  for  the  protection  of  the  County  of  War- 
wick, as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary,  as  soon  as  the 
same  can  be  supplied  from  the  forces  in  the  City  of  Wil- 
liamsburg h. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  Petition  was  preferred  to  the  last  Convention 
by  sundry  Merchants,  as  well  in  their  own  behalf  as  for 
others,  natives  of  Great  Britain  and  resident  in  this  Co- 
lony, setting  forth,  amongst  other  things,  that  they  being 
chiefly  agents,  factors,  and  persons,  who  from  their  youth 
had  been  bred  up  to  and  employed  in  commerce,  and  had 
not  interfered  with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  country; 
that  they  were  very  sensible  the  unhappy  differences  sub- 
sisting between  the  Parent  State  and  her  Colonies  had 
given  rise  to  distinctions  to  their  prejudice  amongst  the 
natives  of  the  country,  and  excited  jealousies  of  them, 
which  otherwise  had  never  existed,  although,  as  in  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  hearts  they  declared,  that  they  held  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Colony  in  the  highest  estimation  as  friends  and 
fellow-subjects ;  that,  in  war  or  peace,  they  would  cheer- 


fully contribute  with  them  to  the  exigencies  of  their  com- 
mon state;  that  in  all  internal  commotions  or  insurrections 
they  pledged  their  faith,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  for- 
tunes, jointly  with  their  fellow-subjects  of  this  Colony,  to 
defend  the  country ;  and  that,  in  case  of  an  attack  from 
the  troops  of  Great- Britain,  they  would  not  aid  in  any 
manner,  or  communicate  intellfgence  to  them  by  letter  or 
otherwise;  that  they  wished  not  an  exemption  from  the 
hardships  and  burdens  in  which  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try are  exposed,  from  the  civil  contest  subsisting  with  the 
Parent  State,  but  were  willing  and  ready  to  participate  ia 
all  instances,  except  taking  up  arms  against  the  people 
among  whom  they  were  born,  and  with  whom,  perhaps,  they 
are  connected  by  the  nearest  ties  of  consanguinity  ;  that  they 
entreated  the  impartial  and  favourable  attention  of  the  Con- 
vention to  that  circumstance,  and  begged  that  a  line  of  con- 
duct might  be  marked  out,  by  which,  in  this  dangerous 
crisis,  they  might  move  as  useful  members  of  the  commu- 
nity, without  being  held  to  the  necessity  of  shedding  the 
blood  of  their  countrymen,  an  act  at  which  nature  recoiled, 
and  which  every  feeling  of  humanity  forbid.  Which  Peti- 
tion the  said  Convention  immediately  took  under  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  although  it  appeared  unequal 
that  any  particular  set  of  men  in  a  society  should  have  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  the  benefits  arising  therein,  and  not 
bear  an  equal  share  of  the  dangers  to  which  it  might  be 
exposed,  yet  the  Convention,  in  hopes  of  satisfying  the 
Petitioners  and  quieting  their  fears,  resolved  unanimously 
that  the  said  Petition  was  reasonable,  and  recommended  it 
to  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions, and  others  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  to  treat 
all  such  natives  of  Great  Britain  resident  here,  as  did  not 
shew  themselves  enemies  to  the  common  cause  of  America, 
with  lenity  and  friendship;  to  protect  all  persons  whatever 
in  the  just  enjoyment  of  their  civil  rights  and  liberty  ;  to 
discountenance  all  national  reflections;  to  preserve,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  internal  peace  and  good  order;  and 
to  promote  union,  harmony,  and  mutual  good-will  among 
all  ranks  of  people. 

And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  favourable  and  kind 
disposition  shown  by  the  Convention  and  the  natives  of  this 
Colony,  and  the  extraordinary  and  unexampled  indulgence 
by  them  held  out  to  the  natives  of  Great  Britain,  residing 
in  this  Colony,  many  of  these  have  lately  become  strict 
adherents  to  the  Lord  Dunmore,  and  the  most  active  pro- 
moters of  all  his  cruel  and  arbitrary  persecutions  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony,  not  only  by  violating  the  Con- 
tinental Association,  to  which  they  had  solemnly  subscribed, 
in  many  the  most  flagrant  instances — not  only  by  giving  in- 
telligence to  our  enemies,  and  furnishing  them  with  pro- 
visions, but  by  propagating,  as  well  in  Great  Britain  as 
this  Colony,  many  of  the  most  glaring  falsehoods,  to  the 
great  prejudice  and  dishonour  of  this  country  ;  and,  more- 
over, many  of  these  natives  of  Great  Britain,  instead  of 
giving  their  assistance  in  suppressing  insurrections,  have, 
contrary  to  all  faith  solemnly  plighted  in  their  said  Petition, 
excited  our  slaves  to  rebellion,  and  some  of  them  have 
daringly  led  them  in  arms  against  our  inhabitants :  The 
Committee  having  these  things  in  full  proof,  and  consider- 
ing their  alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  do  give  it  as 
their  opinion,  and  accordingly  resolve,  that  the  foregoing 
recited  Resolution  ought,  from  henceforth,  to  be  totally 
abrogated  and  rescinded ;  that  none  of  the  freemen,  in- 
habitants of  this  coimtry,  wherever  born,  ought  to  be  ex- 
empted from  any  of  the  burdens  or  dangers  to  which  the 
Colony  is  exposed,  but  that,  as  good  citizens,  it  is  incum- 
bent on  them  to  use  every  exertion  of  their  powers  and 
abilities  in  the  common  defence  ;  and  should  any  persons 
of  ability  decline  or  shrink  fiom  so  necessary  a  duty  to  the 
community,  that  all  such,  except  those  who  have  taken  up 
arms  against  our  inhabitants,  or  show  themselves  inimical 
to  us,  may  be  permitted,  under  a  license  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  to  leave  the  country. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Thomas  Price  and  Thomas  Smith,  of  the  County  of  Islc-of- 
Wight;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 
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Wednesday,  December  29, 1773. 

Mr  Richard  Lie,  fiom  the  Commiuee  appointed,  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  according;  to  order,  an  Ordinance 
for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Safety :  and  the  same  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  Tiial  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  appointing  Sheriffs,  and  that  Mr.  Bland  and  Mr.  Poy- 
thress  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  FreeI)olders,  of  the  County  of 
York,  was  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read,  com- 
plaining of  an  unfair  and  illegal  election  of  a  Sub-Dele- 
gate, cliosen  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Nehon,  Esq.,  and 
prayin<'  that  an  inquiry  might  be  made  into  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Dt^o-cs,  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Jones, 
yir.^'Braxton,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancaster, 
Mr.'  Carrivirtnn,  Mr.  Bassell,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Holt, 
Mr.  Ucnry'Lee,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Fle- 
ming, Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  M'Dowell,  and  they  are  to  re- 
port the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to 
the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee,  or  any  seven  of 
them,  be  a  sufficient  number  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Bland,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented 
to  the  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for 
appointing  Sheriffs  ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented 
to  the  Convention,  according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for 
establishing  a  general  Test ;  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Petition  of  John  Burroughs,  of  West  Aujmta,  was 
presented  to  the  Convention  and  read,  setting  forth  that  he 
was  appointed,  by  Colonel  Charles  Lew's,  a  Lieutenant 
under  Captain  David  Scott,  in  the  expedition  against  the 
Vidians,  under  Lord  Dunmore,  but  was  deprived  of  his 
commission  by  the  said  Scott,  without  any  reasonable  cause, 
and  therefore  praying  that  he  might  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pense he  was  at  in  raising  men,  and  for  the  time  he  was 
out  of  service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  Neavill,  Mr.  Rootes,  Mr.  Harvie,  Mr.  Muhlen- 
hurg,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Carring- 
ton,  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Wm.  Cabell,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker, 
Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Au- 
gusta, was  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read,  setting 
forth  that  on  the  last  expedition  against  the  Indiaits  being 
resolved  upon,  it  became  necessary  that  a  number  of  Pack- 
horses  should  be  employed  for  carrying  out  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  for  the  Array  ;  that  they  very  cheerfully 
entered  their  horses  into  the  said  service,  not  doubting  but 
they  should  receive  allowances  which  had  been  usually 
made ;  but  that  they  are  sorry  to  inform  the  Convention 
that  the  Commissioners,  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of 
the  said  expedition,  have  allowed  your  petitioners  a  recom- 
pense inadequate  to  the  services  afforded  by  them,  espe- 
cially when  it  is  considered  how  long  they  have  been  pre- 
vented from  receiving  any  satisfaction  whatever  for  the 
same ;  and  praying  the  Convention  will  take  the  premises 
into  consideration,  and  grant  them  such  relief  as  shall  be 
judged  just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
MDowell,  Mr.  Neavill,  Mr.  Rootes,  Mr.  Thos.  Walker, 
Mr.  Field,  Mr.  John  Walker,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Richard 
Randolph,  Mr.  Henry  Pendleton,  Mr.  Bowyer,  Mr.  Bar- 
lour,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  Read,  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

A  Representation  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christian, 
of  the  First  Regiment,  was  presented  to  the  Convention 
and  read,  setting  forth  that  a  number  of  Soldiers,  at  the 
time  of  their  enlistment,  had  been  promised  by  their  Offi- 
cers that  they  should  be  supplied,  at  the  publick  expense, 
with  Hunting-shirts  and  Leggings ;  that  he  has  strongly 
recommended  to  the  Soldiers  to  provide  themselves  with 


uniform  clothing,  such  as  Shirts,  Leggings,  and  bound 
Hats,  which  they  have  generally  done ;  and  submitting  it 
to  the  Convention  whether  the  expense  thereof  should  not 
he  paid  by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Soldiers  in  the  regular  service  be 
allowed  Hunting-shirts,  Leggings,  and  Bindings  for  their 
Hats,  by  the  publick. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  treat  with  the 
several  different  Tribes  of  Indians. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  do  lie  on  the  table  for  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  Members. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  County  Lieutenants  do  cause 
double  Patroles  to  be  kept  in  their  several  Counties  during 
the  ensuing  holidays. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Blackburn  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  Alexander  Ross  w  as  re- 
ferred. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whiting  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  the  Letter  and  Resolution  of  the  Committee 
for  the  County  of  Jsle-of-  Wight  was  referred. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  amending  the  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  di- 
recting the  elections  of  Delegates  and  Committee-men, 
and  that  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Meade,  and  Mr.  Mxirdaugh,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officers  and  Men  directed  to  be 
raised  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  in  the 
County  of  Fincastle,  and  stationed  at  such  posts  as  might, 
from  time  to  time,  be  ordered  and  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  said  County,  be  now  disbanded. 

A  Representation  of  William  Finnic  was  presented  to 
the  Convention  and  read,  setting  forth  that  he  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  Quartermaster- 
General  to  the  Virginia  Regiments ;  but  as  no  such  Offi- 
cer had  been  directed  by  the  Ordinances,  he  was  referred 
to  this  Convention,  as  well  for  a  confirmation  of  the  said 
appointment,  as  for  such  allowance  as  his  services  should 
be  thought  to  merit,  and  praying  that  he  might  be  con- 
firmed in  the  said  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Representation  do  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  commanding  Officer  at  JSorfolk  be 
directed  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  whether  the  Salt 
stopped  from  the  Men-of-War,  and  mentioned  in  Colonel 
Woodford's  letter,  was  imported  agreeably  to  the  terms  of 
the  Continental  Association  ;  and,  if  it  shall  appear  to  have 
been  so,  that  he  contract  with  the  proprietor  for  the  pur- 
chase thereof,  at  a  reasonable  price,  on  account  of  the  pub- 
lick, which  will  he  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  upon  his  order. 
On  the  contrary,  should  it  be  found  to  have  been  imported 
against  the  Association,  the  Colony  will  pay  for  the  same 
at  two  Shillings  per  bushel,  the  money  to  be  divided 
amongst  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  that  department, 
in  proportion  to  their  pay.  And  in  either  case,  that  he 
cause  the  Salt  to  be  stored  in  a  proper  place,  for  the  use 
of  the  publick,  till  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Thursday,  December  21,  1775. 
Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented  to 
the  Convention,  according  to  order,  "  An  Ordinance  for 
raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance 
entitled  '  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony ;' " 
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which   was  read   the  first  time,  and  ordered  to   be  read  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented  to 
the  Convention,  according  to  order, "  An  Ordinance  for  es- 
tablishing a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  payments  during  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Tobacco  law ;"  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Petition  oi  John  WiUoughhy,  of  the  County  of  JVor- 
foJk,  was  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read,  setting 
forth  that  he  had  been  directed  by  Colonel  IVooclford  to 
appear  before  this  Convention,  for  an  inquiry  into  his  con- 
duct during  the  unhappy  disturbances  which  have  lately 
prevailed  in  the  Borough  of  Norfolk ;  that  he  understands 
very  unfavourable  and  injurious  reports  have  prevailed 
against  him,  representing  him  as  inimical  to  the  interests 
of  his  country,  of  which  he  hopes  honourably  to  acquit 
himself,  when  the  Convention  shall  be  pleased  to  grant 
him  a  hearing. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  Archibald  Campbell  is  re- 
ferred, and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Banister,  Mr.  Henry 
Lee,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Robert  Wormcley  Carter,  Mr.  Black- 
burn, Mr.  Edmondson,  Mr.  Carter  o(  Lancaster,  Mr.  John 
Walker,  and  Mr.  Thornton,  be  added  to  the  said  Commit- 
tee, and  that  any  seven  of  the  said  Committee  be  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  fiercer,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented, 
according  to  order,  "  An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance entitled  '  An  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and  Am- 
munition for  the  use  of  this  Colony  ;'  "  which  was  read  the 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Petition  of  .^rcAiSaW  Govan  was  presented  to  the 
Convention  and  read,  setting  forth  that  he  loaded  and 
cleared  out  the  Sloop  Christian  and  cargo  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  Association  ;  that  she  has  been  prevented 
proceeding  on  her  voyage  by  being  brought  into  Hampton 
by  the  soldiery  stationed  there ;  and  as  there  is  no  market 
in  this  country,  at  present,  but  for  the  Army,  he  would  be 
glad  the  cargo,  amounting  to  near  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred bushels  of  wheat,  might  be  taken  for  the  use  of  the 
troops,  at  such  a  price  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable  ;  that 
he  has  been  told  this  House  are  in  want  of  some  vessels 
for  the  service  of  the  country,  for  which  purpose  he  begs 
leave  to  offer  his  sloop,  which  is  a  well-found  vessel  and 
fast  sailer,  and  little  more  than  three  years  old  ;  that,  from 
the  candour  and  justice  of  this  Convention,  he  hopes,  as 
he  has  not  in  any  instance  infringed  the  Association,  and 
as  the  letters  wrote  by  himself,  and  found  on  board  the  said 
sloop,  were  fraught  with  sentiments  friendly  to  this  coun- 
try, no  degree  of  guilt  will  be  imputed  to  him  on  account 
of  the  many  unfriendly  letters  found  in  the  said  vessel. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

A  Letter  from  Col.  Henry,  of  the  First  Regiment,  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Colony. 

An  Ordinance,  "  For  raising  an  additional  number  of 
Forces  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled,  '  An  Ordinance 
for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  de- 
fence and  protection  of  this  Colony,'  "  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Whiting  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee to  whom  the  Petition  of  sundry  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  York  was  referred. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  appointing  Joseph  Cabell, 
Thomas  Randolph,  and  Jerman  Baker,  gentlemen,  Com- 
missioners, to  receive  for,  and  pay  to,  the  several  Claimants 
in  the  Southern  District,  for  services  in  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  whatever  may  be  due  to  them  from  the 
publick,  and  not  called  for  at  the  Treasury,  and  Francis 
Peyton,  George  Rooles,  and  Joseph  Neavill,  gentlemen, 
for  the  like  purpose,  in  the  Northern  District,  be  rescind- 
ed. 


A  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Freder- 
ick,and  others  residing  to  the  westward  of  the7i/i<e  Ridge 
of  mountains,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read  ; 
setting  forth,  that  being  deeply  interested,  as  well  in  the 
calamities  of  the  late  Indian  War,  as  in  the  transactions  and 
business  consequent  thereupon,  they  cheerfully  contributed 
their  assistance,  by  supplying  wagons,  horses,  arms,  and 
provisions,  for  the  publick  use  ;  that  the  Commissioners 
ajjpointed  by  the  late  Convention,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
expenses  of  tiie  said  expedition,  being  utterly  unacquainted 
with  tiie  customs  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  and  with 
the  prices  at  which  livestock,  flour,  meat,  and  other  arti- 
cles wanting  to  an  army  are  usually  sold,  and  also  with  the 
expense  of  wagonage,  packing,  and  other  modes  of  con- 
veyance over  that  rugged  and  mountainous  country,  have, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  petitioners  and 
their  brethren,  committed  many  errors  and  mistakes,  to  their 
very  great  prejudice;  and  praying  that  the  Convention  will 
take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  grant  them  such  relief 
as  shall  seem  just. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Rev. 
]\lr.  Thrusion,  Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Drew,  Rev.  Mr. 
Muhlenburg,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Rootes,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr. 
Neavill,  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Henry  Pendleton,  Mr.  Barbour, 
Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Mr.  John  Walker,  Mr. 
Edmondson,  Mr.  Selden,  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancaster,  Mr. 
Kenner,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Brooke,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Fiizhugh,  and  IMr.  Page;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  floiwe,  and  also  a  letter  from  Col.  Woodford ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  Sampson  and  George  Matthews,  and  also 
a  Petition  of  William  Ingles,  were  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read,  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  the 
month  oi  July,  1774,  they  were  requested  by  Co\.  Andrew 
Lewis  to  undertake  the  business  of  Commissary-General 
to  the  Army,  about  to  be  raised  by  orders  from  the  Gover- 
nour,  for  an  expedition  against  the  Indians,  which  request 
they  complied  with,  and  in  the  course  of  that  business  pro- 
cured for  the  Army  provisions,  ammunition,  tents,  pack- 
horses,  drivers  for  the  horses,  and  almost  every  other  ne- 
cessary for  their  accommodation  ;  and  for  that  purpose  had 
expended  considerable  sums  of  their  Money  ;  for  all  which 
they  have  passed  their  bonds,  which  they  have  paid,  or  are 
still  to  pay,  with  interest;  that  they  presume  they  have, 
by  their  prudent  management,  saved  a  considerable  sum  to 
the  country,  and  praying  that  the  Convention  will  take 
their  case  into  their  consideration,  and  allow  them  such  a 
sum  of  money  for  their  trouble  and  expenses  as  shall  ap- 
pear just  and  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Cary,  Mr.  William  Cabell,  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  Mr.  Har- 
vie,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Mr.  Joseph  Cabell,  and  Mr. 
M' Doivell ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Dav,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being 
read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  and 
Resolution  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Isle-of- 
Wight  was  referred,  be  empowered  to  summon  such  wit- 
nesses as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  their  information. 

A  Petition  of  Cary  Mitchell  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  understands  many 
reports  have  prevailed  to  his  prejudice,  and  that  he  hath 
been  considered  as  unfriendly  to  his  country;  that  he  is  at 
a  loss  to  discover  what  actions  of  his  life  could  give  just 
grounds  for  such  reports ;  that  he  wishes  for  nothing  more 
than  that  a  full  and  impartial  inquiry  may  be  made  into  his 
conduct,  upon  which  he  doubts  not  but  he  shall  be  able  to 
clear  himself  of  every  suspicion. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  Doctor  Archibald  Camp- 
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bell  is  referred  ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Doctor  Archibald  Campbell,  Edward 
Hack  Moseley,  Edward  Hack  Moseley,  jun.,  Matthew 
Phripp,  John  fVilloughbij,  and  Cary  Mitchell,  be  admit- 
ted to  their  parole,  to  continue  in  tiie  City  ol'  IVilliamsburg, 
til!  the  furllier  order  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Canj,  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  settle 
the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into  actual 
service,  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Report  of  the  said 
Commissioners ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Sampson  and  George 
Malthetvs  was  referred,  and  that  they  make  a  reasonable 
allowance  to  the  Clerk  employed  by  the  said  Commis- 
sioners. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  oi  Augusta,  Bo- 
tetourt, Fincastle,  Bedford,  and  Culpepper,  was  referred, 
reported  that  they  had  accordingly  had  the  same  under 
their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tion thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Horses,  employed  on  the 
said  occasion,  be  paid  for  after  the  rate  of  one  Shilling  and 
three  Pence  per  day  ;  and  that  the  Commissioners  appoint- 
ed to  settle  the  accounts  do  make  the  said  allowance. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  reported  that 
the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  Petition  of  John  Cheiv,  John  Hews,  and 
Ambrose  Rains,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution 
thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place, and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  attain 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
Johii  Chew  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  4/.  Os.  6d.,  John 
Hews  the  sum  of  8/.  1  1j.  9d.,  and  Ambrose  Rains  the  sum 
of  21.  Os.  6d. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion are  justly  due  to  the  brave  Officers,  gentlemen  Volun- 
teers, and  Soldiers  of  North-Carolina,  as  well  as  our  bre- 
thren of  that  Province  in  general,  for  tiieir  prompt  and  gen- 
erous aid  in  defence  of  our  common  rights  against  the  ene- 
mies of  America  and  of  the  British  Constitution  ;  and  that 
the  President  be  desired  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  Resolu- 
tion to  Col.  Howe. 

TheConvention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  "  For  rais- 
ing an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance 
entitled.  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient 
Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  ;"  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Ordinance,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but,  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further  consider- 
ation the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  C'rtry  reported  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  slate 
of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions 
thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  de- 
livered in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Eliza- 
beth City  be  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Maximilian  Calvert, 
or  his  order,  the  Vessel  and  Cargo  belonging  to  him,  and 
lately  brought  into  Hampton  Creek. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Eliza- 
beth City  be  directed  to  cause  the  Salt,  and  other  articles, 
lately  brought  into  Hampton,  to  be  landed  and  placed  in 
some  secure  repository  ;  and  that  all  the  vessels,  except 
Mr.  Calvert's,  be  detained  till  further  orders. 


Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thruston,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Watkins,  Mr.  Riade,  and  Mr.  Clarke,  he  added  to 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Alexander  Rost 
is  referred. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  persons  of  the  County  of  Cumber- 
land,whose  names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  was  presented 
to  the  Convention,  and  read,  setting  fortli,  that  many  dis- 
orders were  occasioned  in  their  Militia  by  an  improper  ap- 
pointment of  Oflicers,  and  by  the  indulgence  granted  to 
Foreigners  by  this  Convention  at  their  last  meeting,  which 
they  pray  may  be  recalled,  and  in  lieu  thereof  a  Test  estab- 
lished for  all  suspected  persons. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  of  Alexander  Sniggers  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Militia,  lately  drawn 
out  into  actual  service,  had  refused  to  allow  him  more  than 
eight  Shillings  a  day  for  each  Wagon  employed  by  him  in 
the  service,  although  the  usual  price  had  always  been  ten 
Shillings;  and  that  they  had  also  refused  to  allow  him  for 
sundry  other  articles,  an  account  whereof  he  begs  to  lay 
before  the  Convention  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  made 
such  further  allowance  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  l^rerfem-/;  was  referred  ;  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  December  23,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  two  Letters, 
just  received  from  the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  General  Congress;  which  were  read, and  order- 
ed to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cary  Mitchell  be  permitted  to  \U\i 
his  family  at  Hampton,  upon  his  parole,  to  appear  in  the 
City  of  Williamsburgh  on  Saturday  next. 

A  Petition  of  James  Wood,  of  the  County  of  Frederick, 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read,  setting  forth, 
that  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  Company  in 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Shawanese  Towns  ;  that,  in 
order  to  arm  his  company  for  the  service,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  impressing  a  number  of  Guns,  for  which  he 
passed  his  receipt  to  the  proprietors,  many  of  which  guns 
were  carried  away  by  deserters ;  and  others,  by  different 
accidents,  were  never  returned  to  their  owners ;  for  all 
which  the  Commissioners  have  made  your  Petitioner  liable, 
and  have  deducted  the  amount  thereof  out  of  his  pay  ;  and 
praying  that  the  premises  may  be  inquired  into,  and  such 
further  allowance  made  him  as  shall  be  thought  just  and 
reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  \yhom  the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Frederick  was  referred  ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Stephen  Pierce  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention and  read,  setting  forth,  that  he  is  master  of  the 
sloop  Industry,  lately  brought  into  Hampton,  and  praying 
that  he  may  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  St.  Mary's,  in  Mary- 
land, with  the  said  Vessel  and  her  Cargo,  if  the  same  can 
be  done  with  safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Black- 
burn, Mr.  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr.  Carrington;  and  they  are 
to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Leggings  allowed  to  the  Soldiers  in 
the  regular  service  do  not  exceed  the  price  of  four  Shillings 
for  each  pair.  '^ 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harrison  have  leave  to  be  absent 
from  the  service  of  this  Convention  till  Thursday  next. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  "For  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces 
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for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
amending  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  suflicient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Colony  ; — being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion are  justly  due  to  Colonel  Elliott,  and  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  his  command,  to  Messrs.  James  and  Richard 
Barron,  and  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Hampton,  for  their  spirit- 
ed and  successful  exertions  in  defeating  the  designs  of  our 
enemies  ;  and  that  the  President  be  desired  to  transmit  the 
same,  and  to  inform  them  theConvention  will  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  rewarding  their  merit. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  December  25,  1775. 
The  Convention  met,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half 
after  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  26,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonel  Henry,  of  the  First  Regiment,  informing  the  Con- 
vention that  Col.  Elliott,  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Hamp- 
ton, had  brought  into  that  harbour  a  Vessel  from  Rhode- 
Island,  and  had  enclosed  to  him  the  Papers  found  therein, 
which  he  took  the  liberty  to  lay  before  theConvention, and 
desiring  their  direction  respecting  the  said  Vessel. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Vessel  be  permitted  to  proceed 
on  her  voyage. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  Inquire 
whether  the  Salt,  and  other  goods,  lately  taken  on  board 
several  vessels  at  Hampton,  were  imported  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  whether  the 
same  be  the  property  of  friends  to  America,  or  of  those  who 
have  been  in  arms,  or  otherwise  taken  an  active  part  against 
this  Colony ;  and  make  a  special  report  respecting  each 
Vessel  and  Cargo,  to  this  Convention  ;  and  that  Mr.  Cary, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr. 
Lavghorne,  Mr.  Harwood,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  ffestwood,  Mr. 
Murdaugh,  and  Mr.  Meade,  be  of  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Hampton 
be  directed  to  retain  the  Salt  lately  brought  into  that  place, 
for  the  use  of  the  publick ;  and  that  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  whether  the  same  was  imported  agreeably  to 
the  terms  of  the  Continental  Association  do  also  consider 
of  and  report  the  most  proper  method  for  the  distribution 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  John  Bowyer,  gentleman,  be  appointed 
a  Commissioner  to  receive  for,  and  pay  to,  the  several  claim- 
ants in  the  Counties  of  Pittsylvania,  Augusta,  Botetourt, 
Fincastle,  and  Bedford,  whatever  may  be  due  to  them  from 
the  publick,  and  not  called  for  at  the  Treasury  ;  and  that 
he  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  for  the  due  per- 
formance thereof,  and  return  an  account  to  the  Treasurer 
within  six  months  from  the  time  he  shall  have  received  the 
money  from  the  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Robertson,  who  hath  been  de- 
tained in  this  city  on  his  parole,  be  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
Vfhether  the  Salt,  and  other  goods,  lately  brought  into 
Hampton,  were  imported  agreeably  to  the  Continental  As- 
sociation, do  also  inquire  into  the  several  cases  of  the  Pri- 
soners now  in  the  publick  jail  in  this  city,  and  report  the 
same,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  with  their  opinion,  how 
each  person,  white  or  black,  ought  to  be  disposed  of,  to  the 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  directed  to 
issue  their  Warrant  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of 
such  sum  of  Money  as  they  shall  think  necessary,  to  Mr. 
John  Harmanson,  to  be  applied  towards  recruiting  the  Sol- 
diers to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Counties  of  North- 
ampton and  Accomack;  he  giving  bond  and  security  for  the 
due  application  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
sundry  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  York  was  referred, 
be  discharged  from  proceeding  thereon,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  To- 
bacco Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
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Law,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-nionow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance, 
intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  C«ry  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Ordinance,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  27,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Howe,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Col.  Woodford;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Mr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented, 
according  to  order,  "  An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance, 
intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of  Del- 
egates and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for  re- 
gulating the  election  of  Committee-men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  which  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance, 
intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Ordinance,  and  had  made  some  progress  therein,  but  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law  ; — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  December  28,  1775. 
An  Ordinance  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  also. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  also. 
An  Ordinance  for  appointing  Sheriffs ;  and  also. 
An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An 
Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and 
ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the 
election  of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and 
Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned  ;  were  severally  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Con- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  for  appointing  Sheriffs  ;  and  on  Saturday  next, 
on  the  Ordinances  for  establishing  a  General  Test,  and  to 
amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating 
the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances, 
and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


100 
99 

.^e ,...,.,  Coan>i„  .nd  C„rpo,.,ion,  wUMn  U,i,  Co,»y,    -«0^; -■',-3  ":.';  bL'  &.'»"?,?»'! 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.  ^    _    ^       ji  J      ^^^^    /Jc//€«>'s  design   is  to   further  the    views  of 

our  enemies,  and  assist  in  prosecuting  those  unjustifiable 
and  cruel  measures  already  set  on  foot  in  this  country,  he 
must  excuse  the  inhabitants  of  Virginia  if  they  totally  de- 
cline contributing  towards  their  own  destruction. 

Mr.  Cary,  from   the   Committee  appointed,  reported, 
that  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  had  pro- 
portioned the  Salt  taken  by  tlie  cruisers  at  Hampton  in 
„  nay  of  thi«  Colony,  amounting  to  3,600  bushels,  which  ne- 

by  the  House  of  Burgesses  at  their  last  session,  to  go  among     >   ^  ^  y^^^  j|,g  inhabitants  of  sundry  Counties  are  in 

■      ■■       of  Indians  on  the  Western   frontiers  ot     ^'=='      ;■  . 


An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An 
Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Adams,  the  members  for 
Loudoun,  Frederick,  Augusta,  Botetourt,  Chesterjield, 
Henrico,  Prince  George,  Diniciddie,  and  Surry. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  services  of  Mr.  James  Wood,  who  was  deputed 


the  several   iribe^  ^ —  -  -      .      .        „,  ,    ,1  „, 

this  Colony,  and  invite  them  to  the  late  Ireaty  held  at 
Fort  Pitt,  and  to  report  what  those  services  deserve ;  and 
that  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker, 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr. 
Blackburn,  Mr.  Clapham,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thruston,  Mr. 
Bassett,  and  Mr.  Banister,  be  of  the  said  Committee 


great  want  of,  occasioned  by  the  many  illegal  seizures  of 
vessels,  laden  with  that  article,  by  His  Majesty's  Ships  of 
War,  and  sundry  Piratical  Vessels  fitted  out  by  Lord  Bun- 
more. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  599  bushels  of  the  said  Salt 
be,  with  all  convenient  speed,  sent  up  James  River  to 
Richmond,  to  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 


The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve    jc£g„„-c(,   for  the  use  of  the  following  Counties,  to  wit: 


For  the  County  of  Augusta, 
For  the  County  of  Henrico,    - 
For  the  County  of  Goochland, 
For  the  County  of  Albemarle, 
For  the  County  of  Amherst,  - 


214  bushels. 

82  bushels. 

63  bushels. 
144  bushels.- 

96  bushels. 
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itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony  ;  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
amending  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Colony  ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of 
making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  discontinuance  ot 
the  Inspection  Law  ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  Tlial  the  same  be  put  ofTtill  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Cocke, 
Mr.  Faulcon,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Tabb,  be 
added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  the 
Salt  lately  brought  into  Hampton  was  imported  agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  to  con- 
sider and  report  a  proper  method  for  the  distribution  thereof. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  29,  1775. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  froiTi 
Col.  Howe,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Bellew,  of  His 
Majesty's  Ship  the  Liverpool,  desiring  to  be  informed  if  he 
still  persisted  in  his  resolution  to  restrain  His  Majesty's 
Ships  from  supplies  of  Provision,  with  his  answer  thereto ;  said,  to  Petersburgh,  and  Jordan's,  on  Appomattox  River, 
which  being  read,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  for  the  use  of  the  following  Counties,  and  to  be  left  to  the 
state  of  the  Colony. 


And  that  1,260  bushels  of  the  said  Salt  be  sent,  as  afore- 
said, to  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Ches- 
terfield, to  be  landed  at  Manchester,  for  the  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing Counties,  to  wit : 

For  the  County  of  Chesterfield,  -     - 

For  the  County  of  Cumberland,  -     - 

For  the  County  of  Prince  Edward,  - 

For  the  County  of  Pittsylvania,  -     - 

For  the  County  of  Bedford,  -     -     - 

For  the  County  of  Fincastle,  -     - 

For  the  County  of  Botetourt,  -     -     - 

For  the  County  of  Buckingham,  -     - 

1,260 

And  that  985  bushels  of  the  said  Salt  be  sent,  as  afore- 


140  bushels. 

133 

bushels. 

81 

bushels. 

162 

bushels. 

162 

bushels. 

214 

bushels. 

297 

bushels 

71 

bushels. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  the  said  Committee ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  cjiair, 
and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  accord- 
inc  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Colony,  and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Howe  be  informed,  in  answer  to 
his  Letter  of  the  25th,  that  this  Convention  are  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  hardships  many  innocent  persons  on  board  His 
Majesty's  Ships  may  be  exposed  to,  for  want  of  regular 
supplies  of  fresh  Provisions,  which  we  would  not  wish 
to  withhold,  unless  compelled  by  the  duty  we  owe  to  the 
country,  loudly  calling  upon  us  to  use  every  exertion  for 
the  defence  of  its  inhabitants.     That  Capt.  Bellew,  who 
probably  is  a  stranger  to  us  and  our  situation,  should  be 
informed  that  this  country  hath  ever,  till  of  late,  consi- 
dered the  officers  and  men  of  His  Majesty's  Navy  as  their 
friends,  and  have  always  had  great  pleasure  in  showing 
them  every  mark  of  hospitality  and  civility  ;  but  many  very 
recent  and  unwarrantable  instances  of  the  hostile  behaviour 
of  some  of  the  Navy  towards  our  inhabitants,  justify  us  in 
suspicions  we  would  not  otherwise  entertain.     Who  are  the 
innocent  and  helpless  whose  blood  Capt.  Bellew  would 
not  wish  to  shed,  we  cannot,  from  his  expressions,  deter- 
mine ;  but  they  carry  with  them  the  strongest  implication, 
that  the  effusion  of  the  blood  of  some  of  our  country  men  is  the 
object  of  his  voyage  to  this  country.     That  the  Convention 
have  the  warmest  wishes  to  find  themselves  mistaken  in 
these  apprehensions  ;  and  if  Capt.  Bellew  can  condescend 
to  satisfy  them,  or  Col.  Howe,  that  he  is  come  to  Virginia 
on  a  friendly  errand,  this  Convention  will  take  every  op- 


care  of  the  Comnuttees  of  the  Counties  of  Prince  George 
and  Dinwiddie : 

For  the  County  of  ^mfiZia,     -     -  -  162  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  iIiccHew6Mr^/i,  -  122  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  Lunenburgh,  -  -  63  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  C/i«r/o/<e,  -     -  -  114  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  Halifax,   -     -  -  128  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  Prince  George,  -  81   bushels. 

For  the  County  of  ffri/nstoicA:,    -  -  193  bushels. 

For  the  Couaiy  of  Vinwiddie,     -  -  122  bushels. 

985 

And  that  387  bushels  of  the  said  Salt  be  sent,  as  afore- 
said, to  Cumberland  Town,  and  Newcastle,  up  York  River, 
to  the  care  of  the  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Hanover 
and  New-Kent  respectively,  for  the  use  of  the  following 
Counties,  to  wit : 

For  the  County  of  Hanover,  -     »     -     162  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  iVew-Xisn<,      -     -       81   bushels. 

For  the  County  of  Louisa,      -     -     -       56  bushels. 

For  the  County  of  King  William,     -       88  bushels. 


387 

And  that  272  bushels  of  the  said  Salt  be  landed  at 
Hampton,  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  for  the  County 
of  Elizabeth  City,  for  the  use  of  the  following  Counties, 
to  wit : 

For  the  County  of  Gloucester,     - 

For  the  County  of  Elizabeth  City, 

For  the  County  of  York,  -     -     - 

For  the  County  of  Warwick,  -     • 

For  the  County  of  James  City,    - 


128  bushels. 
31  bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels, 
bushels. 


63 
14 
36 


272 


And  that  63  bushels  of  the  said  Salt  be  sent  up  James 
portunity  of  paying  proper  respect  to  a  gentleman  in  his    River,  and  landed  at  Berkeley,  for  the  use  of  the  County 
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of  Charles  City,  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  Committee  of 
said  County. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties 
above  named  do,  witii  the  utmost  despatch,  cause  the  said 
Salt  as  above  allotted  to  them,  to  be  divided  among  such 
of  the  inhabitants  of  their  several  Counties  as  shall  appear 
to  them  to  be  in  the  greatest  need  of  that  article;  the  per- 
sons receiving  the  same  paying  to  the  Chairman,  or  such 
person  as  shall  be  deputed  by  the  several  Committees,  the 
sum  of  5*.  per  bushel  for  such  Salt,  and  also  the  expenses 
which  shall  accrue  in  transporting  tiie  same ;  which  several 
sums  of  money  are  hereby  ordered  to  be  transmitted,  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  several  Committees,  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony,  within  three  months  from  this  lime.  And 
if,  on  further  inquiry,  it  appears  that  the  Salt  taken  as  above 
be  the  property  of  persons  not  inimical  to  this  Colony,  the 
Treasurer  shall  repay  to  the  owners  thereof  after  the  rate 
of  4«.  per  bushel. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Report,  and  that  the  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Elizabeth  City  do  cause  the  same  to  be  de- 
livered according  to  the  several  proportions  therein  men- 
tioned. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  for  appointing  Sheriffs  ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, entitled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Co- 
lony; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  JVlr.  Cary  reported,  that  tlie  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Saturday,  December  30,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ranister,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Andrew 
Lewis,  Mr.  William,  Cabell,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Thomas 
Lewis,  and  Mr.  Syme,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Security  offered  by  John  Rowyer,  gentleman,  agreeably 
to  the  Resolution  of  Tuesday  last,  and  report  their  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  that  they  allow  William  Johnson,  Adjutant  to  the 
Minute-men  of  the  Prince  William  Battalion,  three  shil- 
lings per  day  for  his  extraordinary  services. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
appointing  Sheriffs;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said 
Ordinance  under  their  consideration,  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  the 
third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Co- 
lony be  discharged  from  proceeding  on  the  Petition  of 
Archibald  Govan,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Ranister,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Westwood,  Mr. 
Digges,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Langhorne  ;  and  they  are 
to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 


The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Co- 
lolony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  tlieir  considera- 
tion the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  on  Monday  next 
again  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ordinance  for  appointing  a  Committee  of 
Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  and  to  amend  an 
Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  elec- 
tion of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and 
also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in  the 
several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ; — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Commissioners  appointed  to 
settle  the  Accounts  of  the  Militia  lately  drawn  out  into 
actual  service,  laid  before  the  Convention  several  claims, 
which  were  directed  to  be  specially  reported. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Claims  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  Alexander  Ross  was  re- 
ferred ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Monday,  January  1,  1776. 

John  Augustine  Washington,  Esq.,  having  resigned  the 
office  of  Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  and  be- 
ing re-elected  a  Delegate  for  the  said  County,  was  admitted 
to  his  seat  in  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Convention  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Griffiths,  for  his  truly  pa- 
triotic and  most  excellent  Sermon  preached  yesterday,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  permit  the  same  to  be  printed  at 
the  publick  expense. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Travis  have  leave  to  be  absent 
from  the  service  of  this  Convention  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of 
Safety ;  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  to  amend  an  Or- 
dinance, intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  for  establishing  a  mode 
of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of 
the  Inspection  Law  ; — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Wednesday  next. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Howe,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Col.  Woodford;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  January  2,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Howe,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Col.  Woodford,  in- 
forming the  Convention  they  had  received  Petitions  from 
several  of  the  persons  who  had  joined  Lord  Dunmorc,  and 
were  on  board  the  Vessels  in  the  harbour  at  Norfolk,  de- 
siring they  might  have  leave  to  return,  as  their  wives  and 
children  were  greatly  distressed.  That  they  had  given  for 
answer,  the  women  and  children  were  at  liberty  to  come 
on  shore,  and  should  receive  assistance  and  protection,  but 
not  to  be  at  liberty  to  return  or  give  intelligence  to  our  ene- 
mies ;  that  tlie  men  should  have  no  other  violence  offered 
them  than  to  remain  prisoners  till  they  could  be  fairly  and 
impartially  tried  by  their  country  for  taking  arms  against 
it.    Which  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Letter. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Mercer  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  con- 
sideration the  Letter  from  Col.  Howe  and  Col.  Woodford, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to  by  the  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  highly  approve  of 
the  offer  made  by  Colonel  Howe  and  his  Officers  to  the 
distressed  women  and  children  now  on  board  the  vessels 
in  the  harbour  at  Norfolk,  and  the  terms  offered  to  those 
who  have  taken  up  arms  against  this  country ;  and  that 
Col.  Howe  be  requested  to  repeat  the  same,  in  the  name 
of  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  for  Berkeley  be  added  to 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms 
and  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  Colony  was  com- 
mitted. 

A  Memorial  from  Sampson  Matthexos,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  George  Matiheivs,  was  presented  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they  are  apprehensive  of 
being  laid  under  great  difficulties  and  disadvantages  in  con- 
sequence of  the  appointment  of  John  Bowyer,  gentleman, 
to  receive  for  and  pay  to  the  several  claimants  in  the  South- 
ern District  whatever  may  be  due  them  on  the  account  of 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  praying  that 
the  Convention  will  again  consider  of  the  said  appointment, 
and,  if  the  same  shall  be  found  not  to  answer  the  purposes 
thereby  intended,  that  it  may  be  superseded. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Banister,  Mr.  Gary,  Mr.  Andrew  Lewis,  Mr.  William 
Cabell,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis,  and  Mr. 
Syme ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  Richard  Hopper  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  Letter  from  Christopher  Scott  and  Company,  dated 
Hull,  May  27th,  1775,  Gibson,  Donaldson,  and  Hamilton, 
of  Suffolk,  Merchants,  did  purchase  a  cargo  of  Naval 
Stores  on  account  and  risk  of  the  said  Christopher  Scott 
and  Company,  and  had  it  ready  provided,  when  the  Ship 
Buckingham,  of  which  he  is  Master,  arrived  iii  this  Colo- 
ny, on  the  28th  of  August  last ;  that  the  said  Ship  was 
ready  on  the  first  of  September  to  receive  the  cargo,  great 
part  of  which  was  then  afloat  in  crafts,  and  part  on  board 
the  said  Ship,  when,  by  a  violent  storm,  which  happened 
on  the  2d  of  September,  the  said  Ship  was  driven  on  shore  ; 
that,  as  he  was  prevented  by  the  hand  of  Providence  from 
sailing  before  the  time  limited  by  the  Continental  Associa- 
tion, and  as  other  Vessels  in  the  same  situation  were  al- 
lowed to  load  after  the  10th  day  of  September,  your  Peti- 
tioner applied  to  the  Committee  of  Nansemond  County, 
who  were  of  opinion  he  might  load  ;  that  he  has  been  at 
very  considerable  expense  in  refitting  the  said  Vessel  for 
sea,  and  that,  as  neither  himself  nor  his  owners  have  acted 
in  the  smallest  degree  unfriendly  to  America,  he  humbly 
prays  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  proceed  on  his  voyage. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Banister,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Fifzhugh,  Mr.  Gary,  and  Mr, 
Watkins;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention.         _f  . 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr.  Adams,  do 
wait  on  the  Reverend  Mr.  Griffiths,  with  the  Resolution 
of  yesterday,  and  present  him  the  Thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion agreeably  thereto. 

A  Petition  of  Robert  Karr  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  he  served  as  an  En- 
sign in  the  Company  commanded  by  Captain /nmcs  Wood, 
in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  that  he  has 
only  received  the  pay  of  a  common  soldier,  and  praying 
such  further  allowance  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Neavill,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  and  Mr.  Clapham;  and  they  are 
to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  John  Mohan  and  James  Ross  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  they 
had  been  employed  and  served  as  Spies  in  the  late  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
allowed  a  satisfaction  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  Petition  of  Alexander  Ross  was  re- 
ferred ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with 
their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  Joseph  Simon  and  John  Campbell  was  referred, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Petition,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them  that  John  Connolly,  on  the  8th  day  of 
June  last,  executed  a  bond  to  the  Petitioners  for  the  sum 
of  397/.  1  Is.  Od.  Pennsylvania  currency,  the  1st  of  July, 
1776,  and  tiiat  the  said  Connolly,  on  the  2d  day  of  Au- 
gust last,  did  assign  unto  the  Petitioners  his  pay  as  a  Cap- 
tain or  Major  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  for  sundry 
articles  furnished  the  soldiers  during  that  time,  and  also  to 
settle  such  accounts  with  the  Commissioners,  and  receive 
what  should  be  found  due  to  him,  and  had  come  to  the 
following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Convention: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  sum  of  657/.  lOs.  Id.  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  said  Petitioners  by  the  publick ;  and  that  there  ap- 
pears to  be  due  to  the  Petitioners  on  account  of  the  pay 
of  the  said  John  Connolly,  as  an  officer,  and  for  other 
services,  the  sum  of  286/.  13*.  9d.,  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  the  said  Petitioners,  after  deducting  what  may 
be  due  to  the  country  from  the  said  Connolly. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Thruston,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  Edward  Snickers  was  referred,  re- 
ported, that  they  had,  according  to  order,  bad  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Con- 
vention : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Petition  as  prays 
a  further  allowance  of  two  Shillings  per  day  for  thirty-five 
Wagons,  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-one  days,  and  his 
expenses  as  a  Commissary,  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  sura 
of  158/.  19s.  9d.  halfpenny  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  the  Petitioner  by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  Petition  as  prays 
an  allowance  for  expenses  in  attending  the  Commissioners, 
and  employing  a  Clerk,  be  rejected. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Thruston,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  James  Wood,  was  referred,  reported, 
that  they  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  said  Petition 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  28/.  1  Is.  Od. 
by  the  publick. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Thruston,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties 
of  Frederick  and  West  Augusta  was  referred,  reported, 
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that  tlie  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  tlie  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  w^as  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable. 

The  Order  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  raising  an 
additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  enti- 
tled An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient 
Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  ;  and 
for  the  Convention  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colony  ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

An  Ordinance  for  appointing  Sheriffs  were  read  a  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancaster,  Mr.  John 
Walker,  and  Mr.  Drew,  be  added  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  services  of  Mr.  James  Wood. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  3,  1776. 

Walter  Jones,  Esq.,  having  been  re-elected  a  Delegate 
for  the  County  of  Richmond,  in  the  room  of  Francis  Light- 
foot  Lee,  Esq.,  took  his  seat  in  Convention,  as  a  Delegate 
for  the  said  Couirty. 

A  Petition  of  Mary  Durley,  of  the  County  of  Isle-of- 
Wight,  was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  that,  some  time  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
in  order  to  support  herself  and  family,  she  employed  a 
certain  Joseph  Wren  to  navigate  a  small  Vessel  belonging 
to  her,  which  was  employed  in  carrying  oysters,  shells,  and 
other  things,  up  James  River;  that,  upon  his  return  from 
up  the  said  river,  when  opposite  to  BurweWs  Ferry,  he 
was  fired  on  by  the  Kingfisher  man-of-war,  and  was 
obliged  to  go  on  board  her;  upon  which,  some  Riflemen, 
part  of  our  Troops  stationed  at  BiirioeWs  Ferry,  seized 
the  Vessel,  which  in  the  late  bad  weather  was  driven  on 
shore,  and  rendered  useless  to  your  Petitioner ;  and  pray- 
ing that  this  Convention  will  make  her  some  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  the  said  Vessel,  upon  which  her  subsistence 
chiefly  depended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Par- 
Jcer,  Mr.  JNorvell,  Mr.  Westwood,  Mr.  Langhome,  and  Mr. 
Wills;  and  that  they  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petitions  of 
Archibald  Campbell,  John  Willoughby,  and  Cary  Mitchell, 
were  referred,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  accord- 
ingly had  the  same  under  their  consideration,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them,  from  the  Depositions  of  Lewis  Hans- 
ford, Maximilian  Calvert,  and  Cornelius  Calvert,  and  the 
testimony  of  Matthew  Phripp,  that  the  said  Archibald 
Campbell  hath  frequently  denied  the  right  of  the  British 
Parliament  to  tax  America;  that  the  said  Archibald  Camp- 
hell  was  against  violent  measures  on  either  side,  thinking 
a  strict  adherence  to  the  commercial  opposition  would  pro- 
duce a  redress  of  grievances,  and  refused  to  join  in  solicit- 
ing Lord  Dunmore  down  to  Norfolk ;  that  the  said  Camp- 
bell took  the  oath  prescribed  by  him,  but  was  determined 
to  stand  neuter ;  that  the  said  Campbell  had  sent  his  family 
to  Bermuda,  and  intended  shortly  to  follow  them  ;  and  that 
he  does  not  appear  to  have  assisted  Lord  Dunmore,  either 
with  money  or  provisions. 

That  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  said  John  Willoughby 
had  acted  a  very  friendly  part  to  his  country  until  Lord 
Dunmore  had  gained  too  great  an  ascendency  about  Nor- 
folk;  that  the  said  Wi7/oM^/(6(/ was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and  constantly  attended 
their  meetings ;  that,  on  the  17th  of  November,  the  said 
Willoughby  was  called  upon  to  appear  before  Lord  Dun- 
more, and  take  his  oath ;  that  he  expostulated  with  his 
Lordship,  and  desired  time,  until  the  next  day,  to  consi- 
der of  it;  that,  immediately  after.  Captain  Leslie  declared 
those  who  would  not  sign  should  be  taken  into  custody  and 
deemed  Rebels ;  that  the  said  Willoughby  did  then  take  the 


oath,  but  has  never  borne  arms  on  tlie  side  of  Lord  Dun- 
more, or  encouraged  others  to  do  so,  but  has  generally  be- 
haved as  a  friend  xo  America ;  that  it  further  appears,  that 
the  said  Willoughby,  as  County  Lieutenant  of  Norfolk, 
wrote  to  the  Captains  of  the  Militia  of  that  County  to 
assemble  their  Companies,  but  that  he  was  then  under  tiie 
immediate  influence  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  his  conduct 
proceeded  from  compulsion,  and  not  inclination. 

That  they  had  wrote  to  Colonel  Woodford  to  send  up 
from  Norfolk,  where  the  said  Cary  Mitchell  lately  resided, 
any  testimony  he  might  be  able  to  procure,  either  for  or 
against  him,  and  had  given  a  reasonable  time  for  obtaining 
the  same,  and  that  no  such  proof  had  been  received. 

And  that  the  Committee  had  come  to  the  following  Re- 
solutions thereupon;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention ; 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  said  Archibald  Camp- 
bell does  not  appear  to  have  been  inimical  to  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Willoughby  acted  as  a 
friend  to  American  liberty  before  Lord  Dunmore  erected 
his  standard,  and  whatever  he  afterwards  did  to  the  con- 
trary proceeded  from  compulsion,  being  himself,  and  family, 
in  the  power  of  Lord  Dunmore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Cary  Mitchell  doth  not  appear 
to  have  acted  unfriendly  to  American  liberty,  nor  does  it 
appear  that  the  reports  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition  are 
true. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Archibald  Campbell,  John 
Willoughby,  and  Cary  Mitchell,  be  discharged  on  their 
parole  not  to  give  intelligence  or  assistance  to  the  ene- 
mies of  America. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine,  state,  and  set- 
tle the  claims  against  the  publick  in  the  Southern  District, 
on  account  of  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  was 
referred,  reported,  that  they  had  accordingly  examined  the 
same,  and  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Accounts  contained  in  the  said 
Report  are  fairly  and  justly  stated,  and,  together  with  the 
several  allowances  therein  made,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
publick. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Colonels  Howe  and  Woodford,  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr. 
Thomas  Walker,  and  Mr.  Johri  Walker,  be  added  to  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Or- 
dinance, entitled  An  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and 
Ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  is  committed. 

A  Memorial  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Christian,  of  the 
Second  Regiment,  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  William  Pres- 
ton and  Arthur  Campbell,  Esqrs.,  was  presented  to  tiie 
Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  some  time  in  the 
month  of  May,  1774,  he  was  advised  by  Lord  Dunmore 
to  return  home  from  the  City  of  Williamsburgh,  and  use 
his  endeavours  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  leaving 
their  settlements  on  the  approach  of  the  late  Indian  war ; 
that,  in  order  to  determine  what  had  best  be  done,  a  coun- 
cil of  officers  was  held  on  the  25th  of  June,  when  it  was 
resolved  that  your  Memorialist,  who  was  then  a  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, should  march  with  a  body  of  the  Militia  to 
the  frontiers  of  Clinch,  which  he  immediately  did,  and  con- 
tinued in  actual  service  about  three  weeks,  when  it  appear- 
ed an  expedition  against  the  Indian  Towns,  was  resolved 
on  ;  and  although  he  was  not  in  the  field  again  till  the  12th 
of  August,  yet,  during  the  intermediate  time,  he  was  chiefly 
employed  in  promoting  the  service,  so  as  to  neglect  his 
own  private  affairs ;  that  William  Preston,  Esq.,  by  order 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  immediately  wrote  to  his  Officers,  di- 
recting them  how  to  conduct  themselves  on  that  alarming 
occasion ;  that,  from  that  time  to  the  last  of  October,  he 
was  chiefly  employed  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and 
was  at  considerable  expense ;  that  the  said  William  Pres- 
ton, from  the  time  of  the  expedition's  being  set  on  foot, 
was  employed  therein,  and  afterwards  continued  to  exert 
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himself  in  promoting  the  expedition,  and  often  did  the 
duly  of  a  contractor,  as  well  as  that  of  an  oUicer ;  that 
Arthur  Campbell,  Esq.,  was  the  oldest  Captain  on  Hoi- 
itoti's  River  and  Clinch,  which  constitutes  about  one  half 
of  the  County,  and  of  course  si)(!nt  much  of  his  time  in 
the  service,  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  until  some 
time  in  the  month  o{  August ;  that,  from  his  situation  and 
usefulness  as  an  Officer,  he  did  ail  these  matters  with  care 
and  ability,  until  some  time  in  Is'ovember ;  and  your  Me- 
morialist is  conscious  that  his  extraordinary  exertions  pro- 
duced the  most  beneficial  efiecls  to  the  country.  And 
desiring,  as  well  on  behalf  of  the  said  William  Freston  and 
Arthur  Campbell,  as  himself,  that  this  Convention  will 
take  their  services  into  consideration,  and  grant  them  such 
compensation  as  they  shall  be  found  to  deserve. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Memorial 
be  referred  to  the  next  Convention. 

Mr.  Banister,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Peti- 
tion of  Archibald  Govan,  was  referred,  reported,  that  they 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  cargo  of  his  Vessel,  is  reasonable ;  and  that  all  the 
Wheal  on  board  the  said  Vessel,  which  may  be  sound  and 
merchantable,  be  taken  on  account  of  the  country,  at  the 
price  of  four  Shillings  per  bushel,  being  the  original  cost, 
and  manufactured  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  stationed  at 
Hampton. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitioner  may  dispose  of  his 
Vessel  as  he  thinks  proper. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, and  Mr.  Langhorne,  be  added  to  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Memorial  of  Sampson  Matthews  was  referred. 

Mr.  Banister,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Peti- 
tion of  Richard  Hopper  was  referred,  reported,  that  they 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consi- 
deration, and  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  allegations  of  the  said  Petition  are 
true,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the  Vessel  therein  mentioned 
be  permitted  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  in  ballast,  and  with 
passengers,  but  not  with  her  cargo  of  Naval  Stores. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, entitled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying 
a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  consi- 
deration the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  pro- 
gress therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  their  further  consi- 
deration the  said  Ordinance. 

Mr.  Blackburn,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Pe- 
tition of  Stephen  Pierce  was  referred,  reported,  that  it 
appeared  to  the  said  Committee,  that  the  Sloop  whereof 
the  Petitioner  was  master,  cleared  out  at  the  Port  of  I^orth 
Potomac,  in  the  Province  of  Maryland,  for  Antigua,  on 
the  25th  day  of  September  last,  with  three  hundred  barrels 
of  Flour,  two  hundred  bushels  of  Corn,  and  some  live 
stock;  that  she  arrived  at  Antigua,  the  16th  of  November 
following,  and  on  the  28th,  cleared  out  from  Turk's  Island 
with  eight  hundred  bushels  of  Salt,  for  the  County  of  St. 
Mary's,  in  Maryland;  that,  by  means  of  the  late  storm, 
she  was  driven  into  Hampton,  and  taken  by  Captain  Bar- 
ron ;  that  the  said  Stephen  Pierce  alledges,  in  his  justifi- 
cation for  exporting  the  Flour  and  other  articles  after  the 
10th  o(  September,  that  the  gust  on  the  6th  of  that  month 
retarded  his  sailing,  and  he  was  permitted  to  sail  at  the 
same  time  he  did ;  but  no  evidence  of  those  facts  appears 
to  your  Comraillee,  nor  can  any  be  procured  at  this  time. 


And  that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon; which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  then  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  there  is  probable  cause  to  suspect  that 
the  said  Stephen  Pierce  hath,  in  the  first  instance,  been 
■'uiliy  of  a  breach  of  the  Continental  Association ;  but,  as 
our  friends  in  Maryland  may  be  in  want  of  the  Salt,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  said  Vessel  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  and  that  the  Committee 
of  the  said  County  of  St.  Mary's  ought  to  be  informed  of 
that  transaction,  that  they  may  take  such  measures  as  to 
them  may  appear  necessary. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  Gen- 
eral Test;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law  ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Edward  Hack  Moseley  and  Edward  Hack  Moseley,  Jun., 
was  referred,  reported,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Committee, 
from  the  testimony  of  Lemuel  iSewton,  Matthew  Phripp, 
Alexander  Mosely,  and  John  Ramsay,  that  the  said  Mosely 
took  the  oath  prescribed  by  Lord  Dunmore ;  that  Jacob 
Elligood  came  to  their  house  with  the  parchment  and 
oath,  which  they  there  took  and  subscribed ;  and  that  they 
did  not  repair  to  the  standard  erected  by  Lord  Dunmore, 
nor  in  any  respect  aid  or  assist  him  with  money  or  provi- 
sions, and  that  they  in  general  endeavoured  to  keep  out 
of  the  way  of  Lord  Dunmore  and  his  adherents.  And 
that  they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  nt 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Edward  Hack  Moseley  and 
Edward  Hack  Moseley,  Jun.,  did  not  appear  inimical  to 
American  liberty  before  Lord  Dunmore  had  erected  his 
standard";  and  that  whatever  they  did  afterwards  proceed- 
ed from  their  great  fear  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  his  adherents. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Edward  Hack  Moseley  and 
Edward  Hack  Moseley,  Jun.,  be  discharged  on  their  pa- 
role not  to  give  intelligence  or  assistance  to  the  enemies 
o{  America. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  security  offered  by  John  Bowycr,  gentleman,  be  dis- 
charged from  proceeding  therein. 

Mr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Matthew  Phripp  was  referred,  reported,  that  it  appeared 
from  the  testimony  of  Daniel  Hutchings,  that  the  said 
Phripp  was  extremely  active  in  encouraging  the  people  of 
Norfolk  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  military  dis- 
cipline, and  to  prepare  for  defending  their  country  ;  that 
the  said  Phripp  was  chosen  Colonel  of  that  Borough, 
and  was  twice  elected  Chairman  of  the  Committee  ;  that 
the  said  Phripp  took  up  arms  against  Lord  Dunmore,  on 
his  taking  the  type  from  the  printer  in  Norfolk,  but  that, 
on  the  people  refusing  to  join  him,  he  declined  to  act  any 
longer  as  their  Colonel ;  that  it  appeared,  from  the  depo- 
sitions of  Pflu/ioi/flZ  and  Christopher  Ca/tjert,  that  the  said 
Matthew  Phripp,  during  Lord  Dunmore' s  stay  in  and  about 
Norfolk,  demeaned  himself  as  a  friend  to  his  country  ;  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Phripp  hath  assisted  Lord 
Dunmore,  with  eltlier  money,  provisions,  or  vessels,  or  ad- 
vised or  persuaded  any  person  to  join  him  or  take  his  oath  ; 
that  it  appears  to  them  that  the  said  Phripp,  being  deserted 
by  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country,  in  danger  of  be- 
ing delivered  up  to,  and  having  much  of  his  property  in, 
the  power  of  Lord  Dunmore,  was  compelled,  by  his  situa- 
tion, to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  bis  Lordship ;  and  that 
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it  appeared  to  them  that  the  said  Phripp's  visit  to  Norfolk 
proceeded  from  the  pressing  invitation  of  his  aged  and 
infirm  father.  And  that  they  had  come  lo  the  following 
Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Matthew  Phripp  iiath  uniform- 
ly shown  himself  the  firm  and  steady  friend  of  American 
liberty,  until  his  unfortunate  visit  to  Norfolk,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  invitation  of  his  aged  parent,  at  which  time, 
falling  into  the  power  of  Lord  Dunmore,  he  had  only  the 
alternative  of  submitting  or  exposing  his  life  and  fortune  to 
his  Lordship's  resentment ;  that,  in  his  extremity,  he  yielded 
and  took  the  oath  ;  but,  as  the  said  Matthew  Phripp  soon 
after  manifested  his  willingness  to  support  the  common 
cause,  we  think,  upon  the  whole,  he  ought  to  be  restored 
to  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for  rais- 
ing an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance, 
intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a  suffi- 
cient Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony  ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Car^  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said 
Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  progress  therein,  but 
not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him 
to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establisliing  a  Gen- 
eral Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining 
their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mention- 
ed ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Pay- 
ments during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law; — 
being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Holt  have  leave  to  be  absent  from  the 
service  of  this  Convention  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Thomas  Walker  laid  before  the  Convention  an  Ac- 
count of  the  money  expended  at  the  late  Treaty  with  the 
Indians,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock, 

Friday,  January  5, 1776. 

Mr.  Canj,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  inquire  whether  the  Salt,  and  other  goods,  lately  taken 
on  board  several  vessels  at  Hampton,  were  imported  agree- 
ably to  the  terms  of  the  Continental  Association,  and  whe- 
ther the  same  were  the  property  of  friends  to  America,  or 
of  those  who  have  been  in  arms,  or  have  taken  an  active 
part  against  this  Colony,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  them  that  Capt.  Wilson,  of  the 
Sloop  Agatha,  sailed  from  this  Colony,  some  time  in  the 
month  of  August  last,  for  the  Granadas,  where  he  took  on 
board  30  hhds.  of  Rum,  the  property  of  Isaac  Wilson,  of 
the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  two  the  property  of  the  Captain 
himself,  and  two  the  property  of  Cornelius  Calvert,  jun., 
who  was  Supercargo  of  the  said  Vessel,  which  appears  to 
be  the  property  of  John  Shedden,  of  Norfolk,  Robert 
Shedden,  of  Portsmouth,  and  John  Syme,  of  Smithfield ; 
that  it  further  appears  that  the  said  Robert  Shedden  had 
given  orders  to  his  agents  in  Glasgow  to  ship  large  quanti- 
ties of  Goods  from  thence,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, which  he  had  agreed  to  and  subscribed,  and  had 
thereby  discovered  an  earnest  intention  of  injuring,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  cause  of  America;  and  that  it  appeared 
that  the  sum  of  53?.  lis.  4(Z.  is  now  due  to  the  mariners  of 
the  said  Vessel.  That  the  Sloop  Swallow,  of  which  George 


Burwell  is  Master,  cleared  out  in  ballast,  from  Hampton, 
about  the  1st  of  September  last,  to  the  Island  of  Tortitga, 
where  she  arrived,  and  took  in  great  part  of  her  load  of 
Salt,  and  then  sailed  for  Turk's  Island,  and  took  in  300 
bushels  more,  and  arrived  in  this  Colony  with  the  same  ; 
that  2,155  bushels  thereof  appeared  to  be  the  property  of 
Hector  McAllister,  of  Norfolk,  and  the  residue  to  belong 
to  the  Captain  and  his  Mates  ;  that  the  said  Vessel,  except 
about  sixty  Pounds  in  her  value,  belonged  to  the  said  George 
Burwell.  That  the  Sloop  Molly,  whereof  Samuel  Servant 
is  Master,  cleared  out  at  Hampton,  with  a  cargo  of  Grain, 
and  other  commodities,  on  the  10th  o{  September  last,  and 
sailed  about  the  twentieth  of  the  same  month  for  Antigua, 
and  that  the  whole  of  her  Cargo  was  on  board  when  she 
cleared  out ;  that  she  arrived  at  Nevis,  and  then  sailed  for 
Turk's  Island,  and  took  on  board  1,232  bushels  of  Salt; 
that  the  said  Sloop,  together  with  the  Cargo,  except  fifty 
bushels  of  Salt  taken  on  board  for  the  Captain's  use,  be- 
longed to  William  Turner,  Archibald  Brown,  and  James 
Woddrop,  of  Norfolk ;  and  that  it  appeared,  from  the  tes- 
timony of  Dr.  Archibald  Campbell,  that  the  said  James 
Woddrop  had  been  very  active  under  Lord  Dynmoj-e,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  disputes,  and  had  re- 
ceived a  commission  as  an  officer  of  the  Militia  from  him, 
and  was  one  of  the  party  at  the  Great  Bridge,  and  princi- 
pally engaged  in  carrying  of  the  cannon  during  the  action. 
That  the  Brig  Corlet,  whereof  John  Harris  is  Master, 
sailed  from  Hampton,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  last, 
for;S'co«/an(/,and  from  thence,  in  September,  for  this  Colony, 
in  ballast ;  that  she  has  on  board  three  pieces  of  Irish  Linen, 
two  pieces  of  Diaper,  and  six  Macaroni  Waistcoats,  which 
were  for  his  own  use  ;  one  piece  of  Osnaburgs,  two  pieces 
of  Irish  Linen,  three  parcels  of  Pins,  a  parcel  of  Needles, 
and  one  piece  of  Green  Plaids,  sent  by  one  Maclean,  of 
Scotland,  to  his  wife,  at  Norfolk ;  and  two  pieces  of  Irish 
Linen,  one  dozen  and  ten  pair  men's  Thread  Stockings, 
the  property  of  Andrew  Sprowle,  of  Norfolk.  And  that 
they  had  come  to  several  Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  as  follows  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Rum  in  the  Sloop  Agatha  was  not 
imported  contrary  to  the  Continental  Association,  but  that 
11  hhds.  thereof,  together  with  the  said  Sloop,  being  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Robert  and  John  Shedden,  and  John 
Syme,  from  the  inimical  conduct  of  the  said  Robert,  are 
become  justly  forfeited  to  this  Colony,  and  ought  to  be 
considered  as  lawful  prize  ;  but  as  the  conduct  of  the  said 
John  Shedden  and  John  Syme,  two  of  the  owners  thereof, 
cannot  be  inquired  into,  they  refer  the  further  examination 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  said  Cargo  be  de- 
livered to  the  several  Proprietors  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Vessel,  and  11  hhds.  of  Rum, 
be  sold  at  publick  auction  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  53/.  lis. 
4d.,  due  to  the  Mariners  of  the  said  Vessel,  for  their  wages, 
be  paid  to  them,  and  the  residue  be  disposed  of  as  the 
Convention  shall  direct. 

Resolved'^  That  the  Salt  In  the  Sloop  Swallow  doth  not 
appear  to  have  been  imported  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the 
Continental  Association  ;  but  that  the  conduct  of  Hector 
M'Allister,  owner  of  the  said  Vessel  and  Cargo,  ought  to 
be  inquired  into  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Goods  imported  in  the  Brig  Corht 
be  forfeited  to  this  Colony,  and  sold  at  publick  auction. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cargo  of  the  Sloop  Agatha  afore- 
said, except  11  hhds.  of  Rum,  belonging  to  Robert  and 
John  Shedden,  and  John  Syme,  be  delivered  to  the  several 
proprietors  thereof. 

Mr.  Bland,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  services  of  Mr.  James  Wood,  who  was  sent  by  the 
House  of  Burgesses  to  invite  the  several  tribes  of  Indians 
on  the  Western  Frontiers  of  this  Colony  to  a  Treaty,  ac- 
cording to  a  Resolution  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Bur- 
gesses in  June  last,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  said  James  Wood  set 
out  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  in  the  execution  of  his  com- 
mission ;  that,  in  his  progress  through  the  several  tribes  of 
Indians,  he  was  informed  that  Governour  Carleton's  era'is 
saries  had  eiierted  their  endeavours  to  persuade  them  to 
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take  up  the  hatchet  against  this  Colony  ;  that,  in  conse- 
(luence  thereof,  many  of  ihe  said  Indians  entertained  very 
Iioslile  intentions;  that  the  said  JFoo</ was  frequently  in 
danger  of  his  life,  particularly  from  one  of  tliose  hostile 
tribes  who  had  formed  a  scheme  for  killing  him,  but  that 
Le  discovered  their  design,  and  made  his  escape  ;  that,  at 
last,  by  exerting  all  his  abilities,  he  happily  removed  their 
prejudices,  and  engaged  ihem,  with  the  other  tribes,  to  at- 
tend the  said  Treaty,  which  engagement  they  accordingly 
performed,  whereby  peace  and  safely  was  restored  to  this 
Colony  ;  that  the  said  IVood  was  near  two  months  employ- 
ed in  the  progress  of  this  business,  and  underwent  the 
greatest  fatigues,  difficulties,  and  dangers.  And  that  they 
hud  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Wood  ought  to  be  paid 
by  the  publick  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
for  the  great  service  he  hath  done  to  this  Colony,  by  his 
diligent  and  faithful  execution  of  the  Commission  with 
which  he  was  intrusted. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Northampton ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  in- 
formed the  Convention  that  they  had  waited  on  the  Rev. 
Mr,  Grijjilhs,  and  presented  to  him  the  Thanks  of  this 
Convention  for  his  excellent  Sermon,  and  requested  he 
would  permit  the  same  to  be  printed  at  the  publick  ex- 
pense ;  and  that  he  returned  for  answer,  that  he  entertained 
the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  publick  mark  of  approba- 
tion shown  his  Sermon  by  this  Convention,  and  would 
cheerfully  comply  with  their  request. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Freeholders,  of  the  County  of  Caro- 
line, was  presented  to  the  Convention  and  read,  setting 
forth  that  the  former  Committee  for  the  said  County  omitted 
to  appoint  persons  to  superintend  the  election  of  a  Com- 
mittee in  the  month  of  November  last,  to  determine  the 
right  of  any  person  to  vote  who  offered  a  list  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  who  might  have  prevented  many  lists  being  re- 
ceived from  persons  whom  your  Petitioners  suspect  had  no 
right  to  vote;  and  that  the  lists  were  immediately  de- 
stroyed, which  put  it  ciut  of  the  power  of  your  Petitioners 
to  examine  them ;  and  praying  tliat  the  said  election  may 
be  set  aside,  and  a  new  one  directed,  agreeably  to  the  Or- 
dinance of  the  last  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Digges,  Mr.  Treasurer,  Mr.  Bland,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr.  Carter  of  Lancaster, 
Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Holt, 
Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Fle- 
ming, Mr.  Page,  and  Mr.  M'Dowell,  and  they  are  to  re- 
port the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, intituled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Co- 
lony ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made  a  further  progress 
therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  Gene- 
ral Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining 
tlieir  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Committee-men,  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned; and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payrnents  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law ; 
— being  read, 


Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Parlcer  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Isle-of-  Wight,  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  John  Goodrich ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  John  Goodrich,  con- 
cerning the  importation  of  Gunpowder  and  other  articles, 
for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  held  on  the  Prisoners  taken 
at  Norfolk,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  thereof;  which  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Langhorne,  Mr. 
Harwood,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Ifestwood,  Mr.  Murdaugh,  Mr. 
Meade,  Mr.  Robert  Wormlcy  Carter,  Mr.  Richard  Ran- 
dolph, Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Randolph,  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  Mr.  Mason,  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  to- 
gether with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  6,  1776. 
Mr.  Adams,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  Alexander  Ross  and  William  Tompson  was  referred, 
reported,  that  they  had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  their  consideration,  and  that  it  appeared  to  them 
that,  in  the  year  1760,  His  Majesty  had  a  garrisoned  fort 
erected  at  the  place  called  Fort  Pitt,  which  was  kept  up 
until  the  year  1772,  after  which  a  Corporal  and  a  few  men 
only  were  continued  in  the  said  fort ;  that  the  Petitioners 
produced  to  them  a  bill  of  sale  from  Major  Charles  Ed- 
monstone,  commander  of  the  said  fort,  to  them,  bearing 
date  the  10th  day  of  October,  1772,  reciting  that  the  said 
Edmonstone,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  fifty 
Pounds,  New-York  currency,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  the 
said  Alexander  Ross  and  William  Tompson,  did  bargain 
and  sell,  in  behalf  of  the  Crown,  unto  the  said  Alexander 
Ross  and  William  Tompson,  all  the  pickets,  bricks,  stones, 
timber,  and  iron,  which  are  now  in  the  buildings  or  walls 
of  the  said  fort,  and  in  the  redoubts,  to  be  demolished  by 
order  of  his  Excellency  General  Gage,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  North- America ;  and 
that  it  also  appeared,  from  the  testimony  of  John  Camp- 
bell, that  he,  with  many  others,  signed  a  Remonstrance, 
and  sent  it  to  General  Gage,  whereby  they  complained  of 
a  private  sale  made  of  the  ruins  of  the  fort,  by  the  said 
Charles  Edmonstone,  to  the  Petitioners,  and  requested  that 
they  might  be  publickly  sold ;  that  they  received  for 
answer  from  General  Gage,  that  although  the  said  Charles 
Edmonstone  had  proceeded  irregularly,  yet,  as  a  sale  was 
made,  he  could  not  set  it  aside ;  that  it  further  appeared, 
from  the  deposition  of  Dorsey  Penticost,  that  he  saw  a 
letter  from  Gen.  Gage,  dated  in  the  winter  of  1772,  which 
seemed  to  be  an  answer  to  a  remonstrance  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Fort  Pitt,  desiring  to  purchase  the  ruins  of  the 
fort,  wherein  he  informs  them  that  he  had  received  a  re- 
turn from  Major  Edmonstone  of  the  sale  thereof,  which 
was  good  and  by  his  orders ;  that  there  were  a  corporal 
and  three  men  left  at  Fort  Pitt,  who,  he  was  informed  by 
Edward  Hand,  surgeon  of  the  said  Regiment,  were  left  to 
take  care  of  the  boats,  batteaus,  &;c.;  that  it  also  appeared 
the  further  sum  of  fifty  Pounds  was  given  as  a  present,  by 
the  Petitioners,  to  the  said  Charles  Edmonstone,  and  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  Pounds  to  one  Bredau,  an  ensign  to 
the  said  Regiment,  and  a  witness  to  the  bill  of  sale ;  and 
that  the  said  Edward  Hand,  another  witness  to  the  bill  of 
sale,  had  empowered  him  to  receive  from  the  said  Alex 
ander  Ross  one-third  of  the  sales  of  the  ruins  of  the  fort, 
by  virtue  of  a  contract  subsisting  between  the  said  Ed- 
ward Hand  and  the  Petitioners ;  that  it  further  appeared 
that  the  Petitioners,  since  the  purchase  aforesaid,  have 
sold  some  of  the  ruins  of  the  said  fort,  and  were  in  pos- 
session of  others  in  the  year  1774,  when  JoAn  Connolly, 
by  order  of  Lord  Dunmore,  took  possession  thereof,  and 
had  the  same  appraised  and  valued  by  John  Gibson  and 
Thomas  Smallman,  sworn  for  that  purpose,  which  valua- 
tion amounted  to  1082/.  Is.  2d.,  current  money  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  that  the  said  Alexander  Ross  had  built,  without 
the  said  fort,  several  houses,  and  enclosed  a  garden  with 
pickets  and  a  brick  wall,  and  was  possessed  of  two  re- 
doubts and  eight  stacks  of  chimnies,  as  his  private  pro- 
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perty,  some  of  which  were  made  use  of,  and  others 
destroyed,  by  the  said  John  Connolly,  having  been  pre- 
viously valued  by  the  said  Gibson  and  Smallman,  on  oath, 
to  the  sum  of  314^.  \s.  9d.,  Virginia  currency.  And  tliat 
they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon  ; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Petition  as  relates  to 
the  claim  of  the  said  Alexander  Ross  and  William  Tomp- 
son  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  such  other  part  of  the  Petition  as  relates 
to  the  said  Alexander  Ross  is  reasonable,  and  that  the  sum 
of  107/.  Is.  9d.  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said 
Ross,  by  the  publick,  deducting  55/.  10s.,  which  appears 
at  present  to  be  due  to  the  country  from  the  said  Ross,  for 
Provisions  furnished  by  John  Connolly  to  four  men  of  the 
Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Royal  Irish,  remaining  in  Fort 
Fitt,  to  which  the  said  Ross  was  Commissary. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  persons  to  whom  the  Ordinance 
for  amending  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for 
providing  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  Colo- 
ny was  committed,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same  without  any 
amendments. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  fairly  transcribed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Woodford,  of  the  Second  Re- 
giment, have  leave  of  absence  from  the  service,  for  such 
time  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  Colonel  Howe  and 
himself. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance, entitled  An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colo- 
ny; and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  said  Ordinance,  had  gone  through  the  same,  and 
made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he  was  ready  to 
report  when  the  Convention  should  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  received  on  Tuesday 
next. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing 
a  General  Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Or- 
dinance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law ; — being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  Tuesday  next. 

Adjourned  t'lW  Monday,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  8,  1776. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  County  of  Din- 
vdddie,  informing  the  Convention  that  Thomas  Irving,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Town  of  Petersburgh,  was  a  Deputy 
Postmaster  in  the  said  Town,  and  was  then  an  agent  for 
JVeiV  Jamieson,  who  had  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  this 
country ;  that  they  wish  not  to  appear  officious,  or  to  act 
without  proper  authority,  but  are  of  opinion  it  is  improper 
that  the  said  Irving  should  continue  Postmaster,  by  which 
means  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  opening  letters,  and 
conveying  intelligence  of  the  most  dangerous  nature;  and 
desiring  the  Convention  would  be  pleased  to  give  such  di- 
rections as  they  shall  think  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  do  lie  on  the  table. 

An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An 
Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  use 
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of  this  Colony,  which  had  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  advance  any  sum,  not 
exceeding  1,000/.,  for  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor  dis- 
tressed Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  Norfolk,  who  have 
been  sufferers  by  the  destruction  of  that  Town ;  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  do  provide,  in  the  best  manner 
they  are  able,  for  their  removal  to  the  more  interior  and 
more  secure  parts  of  the  Colony. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention,  for  their  opi- 
nion, the  cases  of  two  Vessels  taken  by  Capt.  Richard  Bar- 
ron in  Hampton  Roads,  and  carried  up  York  River. 
The  first  is  the  Brig  Fanny,  the  property  o(  Joseph  Hewes, 
Esq.,  of  JSorth- Carolina,  whereof  John  Cunningham  is 
master;  who,  being  examined,  declares,  that  he  sailed 
about  a  year  ago  with  the  said  Brig  from  North-Carolina, 
with  instructions  from  his  owner  to  land  her  cargo  in  the 
Island  of  Antigua,  and  there  or  elsewhere  to  take  any 
freights  that  might  offer;  that,  having  landed  his  cargo  ac- 
cordingly, he  took  a  freight  to  Grenada,  and  from  thence 
another  to  Cork  in  Ireland,  where  he  was  offered  a  freight 
to  Boston,  in  Government  service,  which  he  refused  ;  that 
he  was  likewise  offered  a  freight  in  the  same  service  to 
Gibraltar,  which  he  would  have  accepted,  but  the  con- 
tractor declined  employing  him,  not  caring,  as  he  said,  to 
trust  an  American;  upon  which  he  would  have  returned 
to  North- Carolina  in  ballast,  but  a  man-of-war  arriving, 
he  was  informed  that  all  American  Vessels  would  be  stop- 
ped, to  evade  which,  he  agreed  to  accept  a  freight  of  pro- 
visions from  Government  for  the  troops  at  Boston;  that  he 
sailed  from  Cork,  the  18th  of  October,  in  company  with 
seven  sail  of  Transports,  with  three  regiments  of  Soldiers 
destined  for  Quebec,  as  he  was  told,  whom  he  parted  with 
the  night  after  he  sailed ;  that,  having  sprung  his  mast,  he 
came  into  the  Capes,  intending  to  Norfolk,  to  get  a  nevr 
one,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Boston,  but  was  taken  on  his 
way  to  Norfolk  by  Capt.  Barron;  that  he  shipped  one 
Mr.  Wogan,  a  native  of  Capel,  in  Ireland,  who  took  his 
passage  for  Boston,  to  collect  some  money  there,  and  then 
to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  as  he  said ;  that  by  the  bills 
of  lading,  dockets,  and  intercepted  letters,  it  appears  the 
cargo  of  the  said  Vessel  is  as  followeth :  on  Government 
account,  one  thousand  and  fifty  barrels  of  pork,  four  hun- 
dred firkins  of  butter,  four  half-barrels  of  tongues,  two  hogs- 
heads and  four  hampers  of  potatoes,  and  one  barrel  of 
parsnips;  and,  on  private  account,  and  designed  as  pre- 
sents for  the  officers  in  Boston,  several  parcels  of  beef,  but- 
ter, cheese,  tongues,  and  potatoes. 

The  other  Vessel  is  the  Brig  Industry,  James  Sampson 
master,  an  inhabitant  of  Philadelphia,  from  whence  he 
had  gone  to  sea  many  years  in  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
James  and  Drinker,  merchants  in  that  city ;  that,  about 
five  years  ago,  he  sailed  from  thence  in  the  said  Brig, 
whereof  himself,  his  Mate,  William  Simpson,  and  Laun- 
drice  Cuthbert,  of  Pennsylvania,  are  owners,  and  has  been 
trading  in  many  parts,  chiefly  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea, 
till  lately,  when,  inclining  to  return,  he  came  to  the  Island 
of  Grenada,  with  intention  to  take  a  freight  from  thence 
to  Philadelphia;  but  being  told  a  man-of-war  at  New- 
castle would  prevent  his  passage  to  that  City,  and  that  the 
Port  of  Norfolk,  in  this  Colony,  was  open,  he  engaged  the 
following  freight  for  Norfolk,  to  wit :  twenty-five  punch- 
eons of  rum  for  Messrs.  Kerr  and  Company,  and  ten  hogs- 
heads of  rum  and  two  hogsheads  of  sugar  for  Messrs. 
Roper  and  Boyd;  and  also  laded  on  board  sixty-five  hogs- 
heads of  rum,  three  barrels  of  sugar,  two  casks  o{  Malaga 
wine,  and  five  or  six  blankets,  the  manufacture  of  Tunis, 
which  are  the  property  of  himself  and  Mate.  Upon  con- 
sideration whereof,  the  Convention  are  of  opinion,  and  do 
resolve,  that  the  cargo  on  board  the  Brig  Fanny  is  lawful 
prize,  and  justly  forfeited  to  this  Colony,  and  that  the  same 
be  disposed  of  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety ;  and  that  the  Brig  Industry  and  her  cargo  shall 
not  be  water-borne  below  Cumberland  Town,  where  the 
same  now  is. 

Mr.  Banister,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Me- 
morial of  Sampson  and  George  Matthews  was  referred, 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Memorial,  and  that  it 
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appeared  to  tliem  that  the  said  Memorialists  were  con- 
cerned in  trade,  and  may  therefore  be  deeply  interested  in 
the  disposition  of  ti)e  country's  money,  so  far  as  may  re- 
late to  the  collection  of  their  debts  from  persons  concerned  ; 
that  it  further  appeared  to  them,  that  the  Memorialists  were 
extremely  active  in  the  promotion  of  the  service,  as  com- 
missaries, and  that  they  discharged  their  duty  therein  in  an 
advantageous  manner  to  tiie  country  ;  that  it  also  appeared, 
that  Col.  John  Bowyer,  at  the  first  marching  of  the  forces, 
was  averse  to  the  war,  and  retarded  the  service  ;  but,  upon 
some  attacks  of  the  Savages  on  Greenbrier,  he  consented 
to  Capt.  Murraij's  AtuKittg  part  of  his  company,  in  order 
10  repel  them  ;  that  Col.  Bowyer  is  no  otherwise  concerned 
in  the  disposal  of  the  publick  money  than  as  it  may  be  in 
his  power  to  favour  his  brothers,  who  have  lately  broke  up 
their  store,  and  had  many  debts  to  collect.  And  that  they 
bad  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  Convention : 

Resolved,  That  some  person,  totally  disinterested  in  the 
commercial  way  with  the  claimants,  ought  to  be  appoint- 
ed to  pay  the  publick  money  to  the  persons  entitled  there- 
to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  appointing  John  Bowyer, 
gentleman,  a  Commissioner  to  receive  for  and  pay  to  the 
several  claimants  in  the  Counties  of  PiUsylvania,  Augusta, 
Botetourt,  Fincastle,  and  Bedford,  whatever  may  be  due 
to  tliem  from  the  publick,  and  not  called  for  at  the  Trea- 
sury, on  account  of  the  late  expedition  against  ihe  Indians, 
be  now  rescinded  ;  and  that  Joseph  Cabell,  gentleman,  be 
appointed  a  Commissioner  in  his  stead,  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  and  that  he  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient 
security,  for  the  due  performance  thereof;  that  he  return 
an  account  to  the  Treasurer  within  six  months  from  the 
time  of  receiving  the  money,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  for  liis  trouble  and 
expenses  in  discharging  the  said  trust. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half-after  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 

Mr.  Neavill,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  Robert  Carr  was  referred,  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consi- 
deration ;  and  that  it  appeared  to  them,  from  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  James  Wood,  that  the  Petitioner  acted  as  ensign 
in  his  Company,  without  a  commission,  from  the  12th  of 
October  till  the  12th  day  of  November  following,  by  the  ex- 
press direction  of  Lord  Dunmore,  the  two  Lieutenants 
belonging  to  the  Company  being  rendered  incapable  of 
duty  by  sickness  ;  and  that  it  also  appeared,  that  the  Pe- 
titioner had  received  pay  as  a  private  soldier  only,  during 
the  time  aforesaid.  And  that  they  bad  come  to  the  follow- 
ing Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  reasonable,  and  that 
the  Petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of  6/.  15s.  Od., 
being  the  difference  of  pay  between  that  of  an  ensign  and 
common  soldier. 

Ordered,  That  the  Account  of  the  money  expended  at 
the  late  Treaty  with  the  Indians  be  referred  to  Mr.  Car- 
rington,  Mr.  Cabell,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Fleming,  Mr.  Thomas 
Mann  Randolph,  and  Mr.  fVatkins ;  who  are  to  examine 
the  said  Accounts,  and  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
•for  establishing  a  certain  mode  of  Punishment  for  the  ene- 
mies of  America ;  and  that  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Thruston,  Mr.  Walter  /o?ics,  and  Mr.  Kenner, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

A  Petition  of  Richard  Hopper,  master  of  the  Ship 
Rockingham,  in  behalf  of  Christopher  Scott,  and  Com- 
pany, merchants  in  Hull,  was  presented  to  the  Convention, 
and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  as  he  was  prevented  from  pro- 
ceeding to  Great  Britain  with  his  cargo  of  Naval  Stores, 
by  order  of  this  Convention,  and  as  the  same  is  of  a  perish- 
able nature,  he  humbly  prays  that  this  Convention  will 


take  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  and  grant  him 
such  relief  as  his  case  shall  be  found  to  deserve. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Banister,  Mr.  H'ills,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  David  Mason,  Mr. 
Gee,  Mr.  Faulcon,  and  Mr.  Cocke;  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion, reported,  according  to  order,  the  several  Amendments 
to  the  Ordinance  for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces 
for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  raising 
and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Colony  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Amend- 
ments be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  Ge- 
neral Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  tiie  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law ; 
being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Jiinuary  10,  1776. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Bowman  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention and  read  ;  setting  forth  that  he  commanded  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  under  Lord  Dunmore  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  the  Indians,  and  furnished  a  number  of  his 
men  with  necessaries,  to  the  amount  of  44Z.  I8s.  3d.  three 
farthings,  who  afterwards  deserted,  by  which  means  he  lost 
the  sum  of  21/.  19s.  3d.  three  farthings,  and  praying  the 
same  may  be  repaid  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Muhlenburg,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Thruston,  Mr.  Harvie,  and 
Mr.  Rootes ;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  several  Let- 
ters from  the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  Colony 
in  General  Congress,  and  also  a  Letter  from  Col.  Howe; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  Ordinance  for  raising  an  additional 
number  of  Forces  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony,  and  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony ;  and  having  gone 
through  the  same,  and  agreed  thereto,  the  said  Ordinance, 
together  with  the  amendments,  were  ordered  to  be  fairly 
transcribed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Coimcil  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  North- Carolina, 
informing  the  Convention  that  they  had  sent  orders  to  Col. 
Hoivc,  commander  of  the  Troops  at  Norfolk,  to  remain 
in  this  Colony  with  the  Carolina  Troops,  as  long  as  the 
publick  service  might  require,  or  until  it  should  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  recall  him  for  the  defence  of  their  Pro- 
vince, and  had  directed  him  to  receive  all  his  orders  re- 
specting his  operations,  whilst  in  this  Colony,  from  the 
Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  be  desired  to  write  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  North- Carolina,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  their  very  polite  Letter,  and  thanking  them  for 
the  assistance  afforded  this  Colony  against  the  enemies  of 
America. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety;  for  establishing  a  Gene- 
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ral  Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining 
their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law  ; — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  dispose  of 
the  Provisions  and  other  things  laid  in  for  the  use  of  the 
several  Battalions  of  Minute-men,  which  may  not  be  ne- 
cessary, for  the  use  of  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  directed  to 
write  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony,  in  answer  to  their 
last  Letter,  enclosing  several  Resolutions  of  Congress,  to 
inform  them  that  this  Convention,  having  maturely  consi- 
dered the  state  of  Virginia,  its  peculiar  and  exposed  si- 
tuation, as  well  to  domestick  as  foreign  enemies,  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Colony  cannot  remain  in  any  tolerable 
degree  of  security  without  nine  Battalions  of  regular  Forces 
at  least;  that  they  have  resolved  to  augment  our  two  Regi- 
ments to  the  Continental  establishment,  and  to  raise  seven 
new  Regiments,  six  for  the  further  defence  of  the  fVesicrn, 
and  one  for  the  protection  of  the  two  Counties  on  the 
Eastern- Shore ;  that,  besides  these  Regiments,  they  find 
it  necessary  to  continue  the  former  establishment  of  Min- 
ute Battalions,  and  to  arrange  the  Militia  throughout  the 
Colony  in  the  most  effectual  manner  for  its  defence,  which 
must  greatly  increase  our  publick  expenses;  that  this  Con- 
vention had  hoped  the  Congress  would  have  supposed 
them  competent  judges  of  the  number  of  Forces  necessary 
to  the  security  of  this  Colony,  and,  considering  the  large 
proportion  of  the  Continental  expenses  which  it  is  expect- 
ed our  inhabitants  are  to  pay,  that  they  would,  without 
hesitation,  have  taken  all  the  regular  Forces  found  neces- 
sary for  their  defence  into  Continental  pay  ;  that  the  Dele- 
gates be  desired  to  submit  this  matter  to  the  revision  and 
further  consideration  of  the  Congress,  who,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  reasonable  the  Continent  in 
general  should  bear  at  least  an  equal  share  of  the  expenses 
of  our  present  two  Regiments,  consisting  of  one  thousand 
and  twenty  Privates,  with  their  proper  Officers,  from  the 
time  of  their  entering  into  the  service,  which  we  think  it 
equitable  and  just  to  fix  about  the  first  of  November,  allow- 
ing for  the  difference  of  time  when  the  several  Companies 
were  completed  ;  that,  should  the  Congress  adhere  to  their 
resolution  of  taking  into  Continental  pay  no  more  than  six 
Battalions,  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  them  to  suffer 
our  two  present  Regiments  (to  be  completed  as  before  men- 
tioned) to  stand  first  in  the  arrangement,  since  otherwise 
the  Officers  first  appointed  by  this  Convention,  most  of 
whom  have  already  gone  through  a  laborious  and  painful 
service,  will  be  degraded  in  the  ranks,  and  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend  that  great  confusion  will  ensue. 

A  Petition  of  John  Goodrich,  was  presented  to  the 
Convention,  and  read;  praying,  among  other  things,  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  might  be  directed  to  pay  him  the 
balance  of  his  Account  against  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  John 
Goodrich,  relative  to  the  importation  of  Gunpowder,  and 
other  articles  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Cargo  of  the  Brig  Fanny,  lately 
taken  by  Captain  Barron,  and  carried  to  Cumberland,  be 
disposed  of,  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  direct,  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony  ;  the  said  Committee  being  directed 
to  pay  to  Captain  Barron  one-tenth  of  the  value  of  the 
said  Cargo,  another  tenth  to  the  mate  and  sailors,  allow- 
ing three  shares  to  the  mate. 

The  Convention  then  took  into  consideration  the  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine,  state, 
and  settle  the  claims  against  the  Indians,  and  the  Resolu- 
lution  thereupon,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Tliursday,  January  11,  1776. 

An  Ordinance  for  raising  an  additional  number  of  Forces 


for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  rais- 
ing and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and 
protection  of  this  Colony,  which  had  been  fairly  transcribed, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass ;  and  that 
the  title  be,  "  An  Ordinance  for  raising  an  additional  num- 
ber of  Forces  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Mr.  Digges,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Caroline  was  re- 
ferred, reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said  Petition,  and 
that  it  appeared  that  the  Committee  of  the  said  County 
did  not,  previous  to  their  election  in  November  last,  ap- 
point any  persons  to  superintend  the  said  election,  in  order 
to  determine  the  right  of  any  person  to  vote  who  should 
offer  a  list,  although  the  Chairman,  and  several  of  the 
members,  were  present  at  the  said  election.  And  that  they 
had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Committee-men  for  the 
said  County  of  Caroline,  was  illegal,  and  that  a  new  Com- 
mittee be  chosen  for  the  said  County. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Colonel  to  the  Third  Regiment ;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot 
box,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  John  Walker,  and 
Mr.  Dandridge,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine 
the  same,  and  report  on  whom  the  majority  fell ;  and  it 
appearing,  from  their  Report,  that  there  was  a  majority  of 
the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Hugh  Mercer,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Hugh  Mercer  be  ap- 
pointed Colonel  to  the  Third  Regiment. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety ;  for  establishing  a  Ge- 
neral Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordi- 
nance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulatin"  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  To- 
bacco Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspec- 
tion Law  ; — being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow.   * 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  that  part  of  the 
Report  made  on  Friday  last,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  inquire  whether  the  Salt,  or  other  Goods 
lately  taken  at  Hampton,  were  imported  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  Continental  Association,  which  related  to  the 
Brig  Carlett,  and  Goods  imported  in  her,  and  came  to  the 
following  Resolution  thereupon: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Brig  Carlett  be  delivered  to, 
the  owners,  and  that  the  Goods  imported  in  her  be  sold  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  pay  to  Mr.  Sampson 
Matthews  the  Account  of  the  Augusta  and  Botetourt 
Brigade,  he  entering  into  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  for 
paying  the  same  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 


Friday,  January  12,  1776. 
The  President  infortned  the  Convention,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  had  inquired  into  the  property  of  the 
Brig  Fanny,  and  that  it  appeared  to  them,  from  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  said  Vessel,  that  she  belonged  to  Joseph  Hewes, 
Esq.,  of  iVor</»  Carolina;  that,  from  instructions  given  JoAn 
Cunningham,  Master  of  the  said  Vessel,  he  was  instructed, 
to  proceed  in  the  said  Brig  \o  Antigua,  to  unload  his  cargo,, 
and  then  lake  freight  to  any  part  of  JBurope,  to  return  with 
a  load  of  Salt,  as  should  be  thought  best  by  Messrs.  Joseph 
and  Samuel  Broivn,  merchants,  whose  directions  he  was, to 
follow ;  that  the  said  Cunningham  produced  two  charter-. 
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parties,  by  which  it  appeared  he  took  a  freight  from  Anti- 
gua and  Grenada  lo  Ireland,  and  anoilier  from  thence,  in 
Government  service,  to  Boston ;  that  the  said  Joseph  Hewes, 
Esq.,  was  a  member  of  the  General  Congress,  and  a  known 
friend  to  America,  and  wholly  a  stranger  to  the  ill  conduct 
of  the  Captain  in  taking  the  injurious  freight  from  Cork  to 
Boston ;  and  prayed  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  rela- 
tive to  the  said  Vessel  and  her  Freight.  Whereupon 
the  Convention  came  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Brig  Fanny  be  delivered  to  the 
Projjrietor,  on  payment  of  the  mariners'  wages. 

Mr.  Carrington,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Ac- 
count of  the  money  expended  at  the  late  Indian  Treaty, 
was  referred,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  examined 
riie  same,  and  found  the  said  Accounts  to  be  fairly  and  truly 
stated,  and  supported  by  proper  vouchers,  and  that  the  sum 
of  44/.  14*.  5c/.  is  now  due  to  the  Commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Report. 

A  Petition  of  Evan  Williams,  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read ;  setting  forth  that  he  served  as  Clerk  to 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine,  state,  and  settle 
the  expenses  of  the  late  Indian  expedition,  and  that  they 
allowed  him  the  sum  of  100/.  for  his  services,  which  he 
considered  as  a  suflicient  compensation  at  the  time  the 
same  was  made ;  but,  as  he  was  obliged  afterwards  to 
transcribe  the  whole  of  the  said  proceedings,  he  hopes  this 
Convention  will  think  it  just  to  make  him  some  further 
allowance. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Clapham,Mt. 
Gary,  Mr.  Blackburn,  Mr.  William  Cabell,  and  Mr.  Fle- 
ming, and  they  are  to  report  the  same,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Muhlenburg,  from  the  Committee  to 
whom  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Bowman  was  referred,  report- 
ed, that  the  Committee  had  had  the  same  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  there- 
upon ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered 
in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice 
read  and  agreed  to  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  to  revise  the  settlement  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  late  Indian  expedition;  and  if  it  should 
appear  to  them  the  articles  furnished  the  soldiery  were 
necessary  for  fitting  them  for  service,  the  said  Petition  is 
reasonable. 

A  Petition  of  James  Trimble  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  he  cured  Captain  Wil- 
liam Linn,  who  was  wounded  in  the  late  expedition ;  and 
that  he  served  as  Surgeon's  Mate  to  Dr.  Charles  Wheeler, 
in  the  said  expedition,  from  the  30th  of  September  till  the 
20lh  of  November ;  and  praying  that  he  may  have  some 
allowance  made  him  for  the  said  services. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Pey- 
toti,  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  Mr.  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Clapham,  Mr. 
Gary,  Mr.  William  Cabell,  and  Mr.  Fleming,  and  they  are 
to  report  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Colonel  to  the  Fourtli  Regiment ;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  tickets,  with  the  name  of  the 
person  to  be  appointed,  and  put  the  same  into  the  ballot- 
box,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  John  Walker, 
and  Mr.  Dandridge,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  report  on  whom  the  majority  fell ;  and 
it  appearing,  from  their  report,  that  there  was  a  majority 
of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Adam  Stephen, 
Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Adam  Stephen  be 
appointed  Colonel  to  the  Fourth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Colonel  to  the  Fifth  Regiment;  and  it 
appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Wil- 
Kam  Peachey,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  William  Peachey  be 
appomted  Colonel  to  the  Fifth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  proceeded,  in  the  same  manner,  to  the 


appointment  of  a  Colonel  to  the  Sixth  Regiment ;  and  it 
appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Mor- 
dtcai  Buckner,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Mordecai  Buckner 
be  appointed  Colonel  to  the  Sixth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Colonel  to  the  Seventh  Regiment ;  and  it 
appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
greatest  number  on  the  ballot  was  in  favour  of  William 
Dangerfield,  Esq. ;  on  the  question  being  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Dangerfield  be  ap- 
pointed Colonel  to  the  Seventh  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Muhlenburg,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Colonel,  Abraham  Bowman,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and  Peter  Helphinstone,  Esq.,  Major,  to  the  Eighth  or 
German  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Colonel  to  the  Ninth  Regiment ;  and  it 
appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Tho- 
mas Fleming,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Thomas  Fleming  be 
appointed  Colonel  to  the  Ninth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Third  Regiment; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  greatest  number  on  the  ballot  was  in  favour  of  George 
Weedon,  Esq.;  on  the  question  being  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Weedon  be  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Third  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment;  and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in 
favour  of  Isaac  Reade,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Isaac  Reade  be  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Fourth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Fifth  Regiment; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  greatest  number  on  the  ballot  was  in  favour  of  William 
Crawford,  Esquire ;  but  there  not  being  a  majority  of  the 
whole  Convention,  on  the  question  being  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Crawford  be  appoint- 
ed Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Fifth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Sixth  Regiment; 
and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of 
Thomas  Elliott,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  TTiomas  Elliott  be 
appointed  Colonel  to  the  Sixth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment; and  it  appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee, 
that  there  was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in 
favour  of  Alexander  M'Clanahan,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Alexander  M' Clana- 
han  be  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Seventh  Re- 
giment. 

Resolved,  That  George  Matthews,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  Ninth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Major  to  the  Third  Regiment ;  and  it  ap- 
pearing, from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  there  was 
a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  Thomas 
Marshall,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  Thomas  Marshall  be 
appointed  Major  to  the  Third  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Lawson,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Major  to  the  Fourth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Major  to  the  Fifth  Regiment;  and  it  ap- 
pearing, from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  the  great- 
est number  on  the  ballot  was  in  favour  of  Jo siah  Parker, 
Esq. ;  but  there  not  being  a  majority  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion, on  the  question  being  put. 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Josiah  ParJcer  be  appointed 
Major  to  the  Fifth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Major  to  the  Sixth  Regiment ;  and  it  ap- 
pearing, from  the  report  of  the  Conmiiitee,  that  the  great- 
est number  on  the  ballot  was  in  favour  of  ./«mes  Hendricks, 
Esq. ;  but  there  not  being  a  majority  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion, on  the  question  being  put. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Hendricks  be  appointed 
Major  to  the  Sixth  Regiment. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Major  to  the  Seventh  Regiment;  and  it 
appearing,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee,  that  there 
was  a  majority  of  the  whole  Convention  in  favour  of  fVil- 
liam  Nelson,  Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  Tliat  the  said  William  Nelson  be 
appointed  Major  to  the  Seventh  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Donavon,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Major  to  the  Ninth  Regiment. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and 
on  the  Ordinances  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing 
a  General  Test;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Or- 
dinance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobac- 
co Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law ; — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776, 
A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Counties  o[ Nor- 
folk and  Princess  Anne  was  presented  to  the  Convention 
and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  unhappy  disputes  between  the  British  Parliament 
and  the  Colonies,  they  have  been  uniformly  active  in  pro- 
moting the  measures  recommended  by  the  General  Con- 
gress and  Convention,  for  the  preservation  and  defence  of 
their  rights  and  liberties;  that,  in  consequence  of  this  con- 
duct, many  of  them  had  been  reduced  to  the  cruel  neces- 
sity of  abandoning  their  aged  parents,  their  wives  and 
children,  and  leaving  them  to  the  mercy  of  a  lawless,  plun- 
dering soldiery,  and  the  more  savpge  slave ;  that  their 
plantations  had  been  ravaged,  their  wives  and  children 
stripped  almost  to  nakedness,  their  very  bed-chambers  in- 
vaded at  the  silent  hour  of  midnight  by  ruffians  with  drawn 
daggers ;  their  houses  not  only  robbed  of  plate,  money,  and 
every  thing  valuable,  but  wantonly  reduced  by  fire  to  ashes; 
their  persons  treated  with  every  indignity  that  elated  inso- 
lence and  cruelty  could  suggest;  some  of  their  friends 
dragged  into  confinement,  and  now  languishing  under  the 
hands  of  oppression ;  that  they  lamented  the  tardy  and 
equivocal  conduct  of  some  of  their  luke-warm  friends,  by 
which  Lord  Dunmore  had  been  encouraged  to  begin  these 
depredations,  which,  with  some  concealed  as  well  as  open 
and  avowed  enemies,  he  continued  to  commit  so  long  with 
impunity ;  that  whilst  our  troops  keep  possession  of  Nor- 
folk, they  enjoy  a  state  of  safety,  but  the  possibility  of 
their  being  dislodged  presents  a  dreadful  prospect  of  the 
renewal  or  the  exercise  of  greater  cruelties ;  that  they  can 
but  endeavour  to  guard  against  such  calamities  in  future  ; 
that  they  apprehend  the  friends  to  their  country  are  much 
inferior  to  its  enemies,  among  the  leaders  of  the  people  in 
the  two  Counties ;  that  they  have  every  thing  to  fear  from 
those  who  have  thereby  been  induced  to  bear  arms  against 
their  country,  should  they  have  it  in  their  power ;  that 
many  of  their  friends  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  their 
homes,  which  has  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  bear  testi- 
mony against  many  who  had  been  apprehended  and  justly 
deserved  punishment ;  and  praying  that  a  strict  inquiry 
might  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  those  who  had  appeared 
inimical  to  this  Country,  and  that  they  might  be  removed 
to  some  distant  part  of  the  Colony,  or  so  disposed  of  as  to 
prevent  their  doing  further  mischief,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mending that  the  slaves  who  had  borne  arms  should  be 
transported  to  the  West-India  Islands. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  no  member  absent  himself  from  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Convention  without  leave. 

Ordered,  That  the  Brig  Corlet  be  detained  until  the 
mariners'  wages  are  paid  ;  and,  on  refusal  of  the  Captain 
to  pay  the  same,  that  the  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Elizabeth  City  be  empowered  and  directed  to  make  sale 
of  so  much  of  the  sails  and  apparel  of  the  said  Brig  as 
will  satisfy  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Spotswood  have  leave  to  be  ab- 
sent from  the  service  for  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  on 
between  Col.  Howe  and  himself. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Banister  have  leave 
to  be  absent  from  the  service  of  this  Convention,  for  the 
remainder  of  this  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  pay  to 
Capt.  Samuel  M' Dowcll  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  Pounds, 
to  be  by  him  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Wages  of  the 
Company  that  served  under  him  in  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  and  also  a  Ranging  Company  ;  on  his 
giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  for  the  due  and  faithful 
application  of  it  to  the  purjiose  aforesaid,  and  rendering  a 
just  account  thereof  to  Joseph  Cabell,  Esq.,  when  required. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinance  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance 
appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  Gen- 
eral Test;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance 
for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates  and  ascertaining 
their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of 
Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations 
within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco 
Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law  ; — being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  ofT  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Isle-of- Wight 
was  referred,  reported,  that  they  had  inquired  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  John  Goodrich  therein  named,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them  that  the  said  John  Goodrich  had  drawn 
on  him,  and  two  of  his  sons,  the  resentment  of  Lord  Dun- 
more,  by  assisting  the  country  in  the  importation  of  Gun- 
powder, who  caused  them  to  be  seized  and  confined ;  but, 
upon  their  engaging  to  be  no  further  concerned  in  that  bu- 
siness, the  said  John  Goodrich,  and  his  son  Johii,  on  the 
parole  of  the  former  to  appear  on  board  Lord  Dunmore's 
ship  every  tenth  day,  or  oftener,  if  required,  the  said  John 
Goodrich  has  since  resided  at  his  plantation  in  Nan- 
semond,  and  has  been  on  board  his  Lordship's  ship  four 
times,  agreeably  to  his  engagement,  passing  in  his  vessel 
unmolested  by  any  of  the  Navy  ;  that  the  said  John  Good- 
rich acknowledged  he  intended  to  move  some  Corn  from  his 
plantation,  in  the  County  of  Isle-of- Wight,  to  his  planta- 
tion in  Nansemond ;  but  says,  the  quantity  was  but  a  few 
barrels,  which  his  family  was  in  want  of,  and  that  he  had 
no  conveniency  of  carrying  it  but  by  water.  And  that  they 
had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Goodrich  hath  been  ac- 
tive in  favour  of  this  Colony,  and  hath  suffered  consider- 
ably on  that  account ;  that  nothing  in  his  conduct  appears 
to  be  inimical  to  the  common  cause  ;  but  that  no  Grain,  or 
other  article  of  provision,  should  be  water-borne  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  enemy. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Henry,  of  the  First  Regiment ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  John  Goodrich,  William  Goodrich,  and 
John  Goodrich,  Jun.,  relating  to  the  importation  of  Powder, 
and  other  articles  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had  accordingly  inquired  into  the  same,  and 
that  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  Linens  imported  into  this 
Colony,  on  board  the  Schooner  Fanny,  were  on  the  joint 
account  of  the  said  John  Goodrich,  John  Goodrich,  Jun. 
and  Bartlet  Goodrich;  that  it  further  appeared  from  the 
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information  of  the  said  Jo/m  Goodrich,  3\in.,  and  an  invoice 
of  the  said  Cargo  produced  by  him,  that  the  said  Bartlet, 
when  at  Antigua,  about  the  first  of  October  last,  purchased 
British  Goods,  consisting  of  checks,  cottons,  ginghams, 
striped  hoiiand,  jeans,  Scotch  thread,  printed  linens,  Irish 
linens,  white  lead,  and  linseed  oil,  to  the  amount  of  291/. 
iGs.  lOd.  Sterling,  imported  there  from   Liverpool  by  a 
return  Ship  from  Guinea,  of  which  tiie  said  Bartlet  was 
fully  apprized  ;  that  the  said  Bartlet  carried  them  to  St. 
Eustatia,  had  them  reviewed  and  packed  in  rum  puncheons, 
and  sent  into  Fotomnck  River,  in  this  Colony,  addressed 
to  John  Goodrich  and  Company ,  where  the  said  Johi  Good- 
rich, Jun.,took  them  into  his  possession,  and  offered  them 
for  sale,  knowing  them  to  be  of  British  manufacture  ;  that 
there  further  appeared  to  be  several  erasures  in  the  invoice 
of  the  said  Goods,  intended  to  conceal  the  place  from  whence 
they  were  originally  imported,  particularly  the  words  Liver- 
pool and  Antigua,  which  are  yet  legible — the  latter  having 
been  altered,  and  St.  Eustatia  inserted  ;  the  words  Scotch 
and  Irish  erased,  and  the  word  Dutch  inserted  ;  that  the  said 
John  Goodrich  alledged,  to  justify  tiiis  importation,  that 
his  brother,  Bartlet,  being  anxious  to  supply  his  brother, 
jyHliam  Goodrich,  with  Powder,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony, 
and  meeting  with  about  fifteen  hundred  weight  on  board  the 
Liverpool  Ship,  offered  to  purchase  it,  but  the  Captain  re- 
fused to  sell  it,  unless  he  would  take  the  aforesaid  British 
Goods,  which  the  said  Bartlet  thought  it  better  to  purchase, 
than  to  lose  so  much  Powder,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony; 
that,  from  the  testimony  of  Connoway,  Master  of  the  said 
Vessel,  it  appears  he  received  the  Goods  aforesaid,  together 
with  the  Powder,  on  board  his  Vessel,  when  at  St.  Eus- 
tatia, and  delivered  the  Powder  to  William  Goodrich,  and 
was  then  informed,  by  the  said  Bartlet  Goodrich,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  purchase  the  said  Goods,  or  go  witiiout  the 
Powder,  which  cost  three  Shillings,  and  two  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence  per  pound,  at  Antigua ;  that  it  further  appear- 
ed that  the  aforenamed  John  Goodrich  was  employed,  in 
the  month  of  July  last,  to  purchase  and  import  Powder  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  for  that  purpose  was  entrusted 
with  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand 
Pounds  Sterling;  that  he  sent  his  son  William  to  the  West- 
Indies  for  the  same,  and   imported   into  North-Carolina, 
some  time  in  the  month  of  October  last,  about  four  thou- 
sand weight ;  which  being  discovered  by  Lord  Duntnore, 
he  caused  the  said  William  to  be  seized  and  detained  in 
custody  till  some  time  in  December  last,  when  it  appeared 
that,  being  greatly  intimidated,  he  was   prevailed   on  by 
Lord  Dunmore  to  make  a  discovery  of  the  whole  transac- 
tion, and  the  agent  who  assisted  him  in  the  West-Indies  in 
this  business  ;  whereupon   Lord  Dunmore  sent  an  armed 
Vessel,  with  the  said  William  Goodrich  as  a  witness,  to 
•■demand  the  value  of  the  Powder  imported,  and  the  money 
remaining  in  the  said  agent's  hands;  that  it  further  appeared 
the  said  William  Goodrich  is  lately  returned  to  Norfolk, 
■  and  was  discharged  by  Lord  Dunmore  ;  but,  upon  his  hear- 
"  ing  that  the  said  William  intended  to  Williamsburgh,  he  was 
"again  seized  ;  and  is  still  detained  in  custody  ;  that  they 
"■  cannot  obtain  any  certain  information  of  what  passed  be- 
tween him  and  the  Agents  in  the  West-Indies,  but  are  in- 
formed by  the  said  John  Goodrich,  and  John  Goodrich, 
Jun.,  that  the  said  William  had  brought  neither  Powder 
nor  money  ;  that  the  said  William  Goodrich,  by  an  account 
lodged  in  the  Treasury  office,  upon  oath,  hath  charged  four 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  West-India  currency,  for  the  Pow- 
der purchased  at  St.  Eustatia  ;  that  the  said  John  Good- 
rich, Jun.,  accounted  for  this  by  saying  that  Bartlet  Good- 
rich purchased  the  said  Powder  for  his  own  use,  and  after- 
wards sold   it  to  William  Goodrich,  at   four  Shillings   and 
six  Pence  per  pound.     And  had  come  to  the  following 
Resolution  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered   in   at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the 
same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Bartlet  Goodrich,  and  John 
Goodrich,  Jun.,  have  manifestly  violated  the  first  article  of 
the  Continental  Association,  in  the  importation  of  the  said 
British  Goods,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  forfeited  to 
the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Report  and  Resolution  be 
published  in  the  Virginia  Gazette,  and  that  all  persons  be 
warned  to  have  no  further  dealings  with  the  said  Bartlet 
and  John  Goodrich,  Jun. 


The  Convention  being  informed  thai  Col.  Robert  Howe 
had  arrived  in  this  City,  from  Norfolk,  requested  his  at- 
tendance. 

Col.  Howe  accordingly  was  introduced  into  the  Conven- 
tion, and  examined,  concerning  the  present  situation  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  and  then  retired. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Col.  Woodford,  enclosing  the  proceedings  of  a  Council  of 
Field  Officers,  held  at  Norfolk ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  15,  177G. 

Mr.  Peyton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  Evan  Williams  was  referred,  reported,  that  they  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  the  said  Evan  Williams 
is  reasonable,  and  that  the  further  sum  of  fifty  Pounds  ought 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  him  by  the  publick. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  Letters  from 
the  Delegates  appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  Gen- 
eral Congress ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Orderof  the  Day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony ; 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon  ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  theClerk's 
table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  such  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  as 
may  be  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  to  remove 
themselves  and  their  effects,  and  that  the  poorer  sort  be  as- 
sisted in  their  removal  by  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nelson  and  Mr.  Acrill  have  leave 
of  absence  from  the  service  of  this  Convention,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  continuing 
and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of 
Safety  ;  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  to  amend  an  Or- 
dinance, intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Delegates  and  ascertaining  their  allowances,  and  also  for 
regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  establishing  a 
mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  Inspection  Law  ; — being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred 
to  inquire  into  the  several  cases  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  City  of 
Williamsburgh,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  had  the 
same  under  their  consideration :  and  that  it  appeared  to 
them,  that  Alexander  Gordon  hath  borne  arms  against  this 
Colony,  and  had  been  active  in  favour  of  Lord  Dunmore; 
that  Joshua  Whitehurst  had  also  been  active,  and  endea- 
voured to  raise  men  for  Lord  Dunmore;  that  Doctor 
Thomas  Hall  had  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  would  only- 
act  as  a  private  militia-man,  which  he  supposed  Lord  Dun- 
morels  party  could  make  him  do ;  that  he  was  an  ensign  in 
one  of  his  new  raised  Regiments ;  that  he  had,  by  Lord 
Dunmore's  order,  searched  some  places  for  persons  sup- 
posed to  have  intended  to  burn  the  Town  oi  Norfolk;  that 
he  afterwards  offered  to  resign  his  commission,  and,  at  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Fleming,  attended  the  wounded  regulars  for 
several  days.  That  Mordecai  Robinson,  James  Hamilton, 
John  Crammond,  Joseph  Garrett,  Zachariah  Christie, 
James  Cunningham,  Francis  Powell,  Samuel  Blews, 
James  Carmichael,  Andrew  Stephenson,  and  William 
Barker,  have  borne  arms  under  the  officers  of  Lord  Dun- 
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more,  and  were  in  the  battle  at  the  Great  Bridge.  That 
John  Corlett  was  taken  in  a  Tender  of  Lord  Dunmore's, 
of  which  lie  was  commander ;  that  lie  had  been  for  some 
time  with  Lord  Dunmore,  and  that  lie  had,  at  some  time, 
signified  his  intention  of  quitting  tlie  service,  into  which  he 
said  he  was  impressed  by  Lord  Dunmore's  people.  That 
Levin  Townshend,  Levi  Toivnshend,  Llias  Townshtnd, 
Zedick  Townshend,  Isaac  Costem,  Benjamin  Selby,  Fran- 
cis Brett,  William  Dickinson,  and  Cornelius  Adams,  had 
gone  to  Norfolk  to  purchase  Salt,  and  were  there  taken  by 
a  party  of  Lord  Dunmore's  and  forced  to  march  with  his 
troops  to  the  Great  Bridge;  that  they  were  afterwards 
sent  out  in  a  Tender  to  the  Eastern- Shore,  and  being 
driven  on  shore,  near  Hampton,  were  taken ;  tbat  it  ap- 
peared the  said  Levinwas  desirous  of  making  his  escape  from 
the  service.  That  Jesse  Clarkson,  Arthur  Ward,  Charles 
Hanleij,  John  Q^uick,  and  Henry  Turner,  acted  as  militia- 
men in  the  batile  at  Kemp's  Landing  against  Lord  Dun- 
more,  after  which  they  were  forced  into  his  service  by  Col. 
Elligood,  and  bore  arms  at  the  Great  Bridge.  That 
Hugh  Granville,  Samuel  Yateman,  Robert  Slater,  Wil- 
liam Jameson,  Joseph  Cobden,  and  John  Norman,  are 
sailors  belonging  to  the  Ships  at  Norfolk. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Gordon,  Joshua 
Whitehurst,  Thomas  Hall,  Mordecai  Robinson,  James 
Hamilton,  John  Crammond,  Joseph  Garrett,  Zachariah 
Christie,  James  Cunningham,  Francis  Powell,  Samuel 
Blews,  James  Carmichael,  Andrew  Stephenson,  William 
Barker,  John  Corlett,  Levin  Townshen'l,  Levi  Town- 
shend, Etias  Townshend,  Isaac  Costem,  Benjamin  Selby, 
Francis  Brett,  William  Dickinson,  Cornelius  Adams, 
Jesse  Clarkson,  Arthur  Ward,  Charles  Henley,  John 
Q^uick,  Henry  Turner,  Hugh  Granville,  Samuel  Yate- 
man, Robert  Slater,  William  Jameson,  Joseph  Cobden,  and 
John  Norman,  ought  to  be  detained  as  prisoners  of  war; 
but  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  at  liberty  to  discharge 
such  of  them  as  they  may  think  proper. 

That  it  further  appeared,  that  Caleb  Whitehurst,  Ran- 
dal Hodges,  John  Woodside,  Richard  Broivn,  and  James 
Leitch,  have  in  some  manner  aided  Lord  Dunmore ;  but 
that  they  have  not  taken  arms,  or  been  so  active  as  to  be 
deemed  prisoners  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Caleb  Whitehurst,  Randal 
Hodges,  John  Woodside,  Richard  Brown,  and  James 
Leitch,  be  discharged,  on  their  parole  not  to  aid  Lord 
Dunmore  in  future. 

That  it  appeared,  that  John  Kay  presented  a  loaded  gun 
at  the  wife  of  one  William  Carr,  swearing  that  he  would 
kill  her  if  she  did  not  furnish  him  with  thirty  Pounds;  but, 
not  being  able  to  obtain  the  money,  he  look  from  her  five 
ducks,  which  were  all  she  had. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Kay  be  remanded  to  the 
Jail  of  the  proper  County  where  the  said  offence  was  com- 
mitted, to  be  inquired  into,  there  to  remain  till  discharged 
by  due  course  of  law. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  16,  1776. 

Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  John  Goodrich,  for  himself  and  partners,  was  referred, 
reported,  that  it  appeared  to  the  Committee  that  the  Sloop 
Dorothy  arrived  in  this  Colony  from  Antigua,  and  was 
taken  by  Captain  Barron  on  her  way  to  Norjolk,  and  car- 
ried into  Hampton;  that  it  appeared  to  them,  that  the  con- 
tract made  with  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sundry  goods,  hath  been  complied  with  on  behalf 
of  the  Petitioners,  and  that  there  is  now  due  to  them  one 
thousand  and  ninety -eight  Pounds  current  money;  and  that 
they  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon, 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
eight  Pounds  ought  to  be  retained  until  the  money  furnished 
the  said  John  Goodrich  by  this  Colony  for  the  purchase  of 
Gunpowder  be  fairly  and  fully  accounted  for;  and  that  the 
said  Sloop  Dorothy  ought  to  be  delivered  to  the  owners. 

Mr.  Richard  Lee,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  sundry 
Claims  against  the  publick  were  referred,  reported,  that 
they  had  examined  the  same,  and  come  to  the  following 


Resolutions  thereupon  ;  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same 
were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tiie  several  Claims,  amounting  to  398/. 
lis.  3d.  halfpenny,  ought  to  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Claim  of  John  Briscoe  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  revise  and 
settle  sundry  Accounts  respecting  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Indians. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  Edmund  Pendleton,  Esq.,  be  allowed 
the  annual  sum  of  four  hundred  Pounds  current  money, 
commencing  from  the  1st  of  December  last,  as  a  recom- 
pense for  his  services  as  President  of  the  Convention  ;  and 
that  the  same  be  paid  to  him  quarterly,  so  long  as  he  shall 
continue  in  the  said  office. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  Richard  Hopper  was  referred,  reported,  that  they  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  (o  the  following  Resolution  thereupon; 
which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  the  said  Richard  Hop- 
per, praying  that  the  publick  will  purchase  his  cargo  of 
JNaval  Stores,  is  unreasonable,  and  ought  to  be  rejected. 

A  Petition  of  John  Goodrich  was  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  read;  setting  forth,  that  Robert  Shedden,  of 
the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  merchant,  with  his  wife,  the 
daughter  of  the  Petitioner,  and  their  two  young  children, 
are  now  on  board  a  sloop  in  the  harbour  of  Norfolk ;  that 
although  he  had  appeared  inimical,  by  sending  for  goods 
contrary  to  the  Association,  yet  he  had  assisted  the  Peti- 
tioner in  the  importation  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  this 
Colony  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  come  on 
shore,  and  reside  under  the  protection  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr.  Par- 
ker, Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  David 
Mason,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Mr.  Whiting,  Mr.  Walter 
Jones,  and  Mr.  Newton;  and  they  are  to  report  the  same, 
together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Convention. 

A  Petition  of  John  Goodrich  and  John  Goodrich,  Jun., 
was  presented  to  the  Convention,  and  read ;  setting  forth, 
that  they  had  exposed  themselves  to  great  danger,  had 
suffered  many  hardships  and  inconveniences,  and  had  in- 
curred considerable  expense,  in  their  endeavours  to  serve 
this  Colony,  and  praying  that  this  Convention  would  take 
the  same  into  consideration,  and  make  them  such  reason- 
able compensation  as  shall  be  thought  just. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Cary,  Mr.  Thomas  Lee,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
David  Mason,  Mr.  Thomas  Walker,  Mr.  Whiting,  Mr. 
Walter  Jones,  and  Mr.  Newton;  and  they  are  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the 
Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance  for 
continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr. 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  but  not  having  time  to 
go  through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  again 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  oa 
the  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  to  amend 
an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the 
election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining  their  allowances, 
and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in 
the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  esta- 
blishing a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments,  during  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law  ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  pay  to  the  executors 
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of  the  Hon.  Peyton  Randolph,  Esq.,  deceased,  the  late 
worthy  President  of  this  Convention,  the  Salary  settled 
upon  him,  by  act  of  General  Assembly,  as  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Burgesses,  to  the  sixth  day  of  December  last. 

Resolved,  That  John  Harvie,  gentleman,  be  appointed 
a  {Commissioner  to  receive  the  Money  due  to  the  several 
Claimants  in  the  Counties  of  Berkeley,  Frederick,  Dun- 
more,  Hampshire,  and  West-Augusta,  from  the  publick, 
on  account  of  the  late  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and 
to  pay  the  same  to  them ;  and  the  said  John  Harvie  is 
required  to  settle  and  state  all  the  Accounts  of  the  said 
expedition  thai  remain  unsettled,  and  to  revise  those  al- 
ready settled  in  West-Augusta,  and  make  report  thereof 
to  the  next  Convention.  And  that  Joseph  Neaville,  gen- 
tleman, be  appointed  to  revise  and  adjust  the  Accounts 
for  the  said  expedition  in  the  Counties  of  Berkeley,  Fre- 
derick, Dunmore,  and  Hampshire,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  next  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  17,  1776. 
Ordered,  That  the  last  Letters  received  from  the  Dele- 
gates appointed  to  represent  this  Colony  in  General  Con- 
gress, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  pay  to  Mr.  James 
Wood  his  expenses  incurred  in  consequence  of  his  em- 
bassy to  the  different  Tribes  of  Indians,  exclusive  of  the 
sum  of  money  formerly  voted  him  for  his  services  on  that 
occasion. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Oidinance 
for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordinance  appointing  a 
Committee  of  Safety;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their 
consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  weie  again  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Colonel  Howe  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
Captain  Belleio  to  him,  and  his  answer  thereto;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  informing 
him  they  had  sent  over  the  several  Prisoners  taken  in  that 
County,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  examination  of  the  said  Prisoners, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  that  they,  in 
the  mean  time,  be  confined  to  their  room,  under  a  proper 
guard. 

Mr.  Braxton,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  presented, 
according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode 
of  punishment  for  the  enemies  of  America;  which  was 
read  the  firet  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Neaville  have  leave  to  be  absent 
from  the  service  of  the  Convention  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  to  amend 
an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Ordinance  for  regulatino  the 
election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining  their  allowances, 
and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Commitlee-men  in 
the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  for  esta- 
lishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Insj)ection  Law ; — being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  several  cases  of  the  Prisoners  confined  in  the  pub- 
lick  Jail,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  tlie  same  under  their  consideration  ;  and  that  it 
appeared  to  them,  that  Henry  Crouch  was  a  Sergeant  in 


Captain  Saunder's  Company.  That  it  further  appeared 
to  them,  that  negro  Tom,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Joseph 
Seidell ;  and  Tawley,  belonging  lo  Edward  Hack  Moselty ; 
Dick,  belonging  to  Edmund  Ruffm ;  Lewis  and  Bob,  be- 
longing to  Jacob  Keeling;  Dick,  to  James  Legate ;  Harry, 
to  Joel  Comick;  George,  to  Elizabeth  Wood  house ;  Jem- 
my, to  Thomas  Banks;  Jasper  and  Luke,  to  William  Kee- 
ling ;  Tom  and  Roger,  to  Mary  Jones ;  Europe,  to  Wil- 
liam Haynes;  Romeo,  to  Lemuel  Comick ;  Frank,  to  John 
Henley  ;  Peter,  to  William  Keeling ;  Will,  to  Joel  Car- 
nick;  Africa,  to  Charles  Sayer;  Harry,  to  Arthur  Boush; 
that  George,  belonging  to  Samuel  Donaldson ;  Ishmael,  to 
George  Gaskin;  Cuff,  to  Willis  Wilkinson;  Ned,  to  Wil- 
liam Forsyth  ;  Cato,  to  Stephen  Tankard;  Lewis,  to  Ro- 
bert Langley;  Michael,  to  Robert  Boush;  were  taken  at  the 
Great  Bridge.  That  Derry,  belonging  to  Edward  Cooper ; 
and  Bob,  belonging  lo  John  Shedden,  have  been  active,  and 
some  of  them  borne  arms  under  Lord  Dunmore.  That  it 
appeared  to  them,  that  Charles,  belonging  lo  John  Poole; 
Cuffy,  to  Charles  Boush;  Davy,  to  Charles  Jeiikins ;  Poole, 
to  Willis  Hojlin;  Dennis,  to  the  widow  Hodges;  were 
also  taken  at  the  Great  Bridge.  That  Billy,  belonging 
to  Anthony  Robinson ;  Tom,  Will,  and  Jemmy,  belonging 
to  Merit  Moore;  Anthony,  to  Henry  Howard ;  Ned  and 
Sum,  to  Bennet  Tompkins;  in  attempting  to  run  away 
from  their  several  masters,  were  by  them  pursued  and  ta- 
ken at  Point  Comfort.  That  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
said  Charles,  Cuffy,  Davy,  Poole,  Dennis,  Billy,  Tom, 
Will,  Jemmy,  and  Anthony,  have  ever  borne  arms,  or  been 
active  in  the  service  of  Lord  Dunmore.  That  it  also  ap- 
peared, that  Rachel  and  Amy,  belonging  to  Bennet  Tomp- 
kins, have  been  guilty  of  a  robbery  in  the  County  of  York; 
and  that  Neptune,  belonging  to  George  Wythe,  Esq.,  was 
taken  up  as  a  runaway.  And  that  they  had  come  to 
the  following  Resolutions  thereupon ;  which  he  read  in  his 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  were  again  twice  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Henry  Crouch  be  detained  as  a  . 
Prisoner. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  several  Slaves  who  have  been 
active  under  Lord  Dunmore,  or  have  borne  arms  in  his 
service,  be  detained  in  Jail  until  the  Committee  of  Safety 
shall  procure  them  to  be  properly  valued,  and  sent  to  the 
foreign  West-India  Islands,  or  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  there  to 
be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  therefrom,  after  deducting 
the  charges,  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  to 
be  repaid  to  their  respective  owners,  provided  they  are  not 
unfriendly  to  American  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  said  Slaves  who  have  not 
borne  arms,  or  not  been  active  in  the  service  of  Lord 
Dunmore,  be  delivered  to  their  respective  owners,  on  their 
paying  the  expenses  which  have  accrued,  or  shall  accrue, 
from  the  time  of  their  being  taken,  till  the  time  of  their 
delivery ;  and  that  a  list  of  the  said  negroes,  with  the 
names  of  their  several  owners,  be  inserted  in  the  Virginia 
Gazette.  And,  if  the  owners  do  not  apply  within  two 
months  from  the  date  of  the  said  advertisement,  that  such 
thereof  as  remain  may  then  be  sold  at  publick  auction,  and 
the  balance,  after  deducting  the  expenses  aforesaid,  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  to  be 
paid  to  the  owners,  when  demanded. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Rachel  and  Amy  be  commit- 
ted to  the  Jail  of  the  proper  County,  there  to  remain  till 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Tliursday,  January  18,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ten  Shillings  for  every  day 
of  his  attendance  in  the  said  Committee,  exclusive  of  the 
sum  formerly  allowed  for  their  expenses. 

Mr.  Parker,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  John  Goodrich  was  referred,  reported,  that  they  had, 
according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  their  consideration, 
and  had  come  to  the  following  Resolution  thereupon ;  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  again  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Shedden  and  family,  mentioned 
in  the  said  Petition,  are  sufficiently  provided  for  by  a  De- 
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claration  of  this  Convention,  and  the  repeated  promises  of 
Colonels  Howe  and  Woodford,  wiierein  they  offered  every 
friendly  office  which  humanity  could  dictate,  to  the  un- 
happy women  and  childien  on  board  the  Fleet  under  the 
comiuand  of  Lord  Dunmore. 

On  a  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  be 
allowed  an  Aid-de-camp,  until  General  Officers  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Congress ;  and  that  the  said 
Aid-de-camp  be  allowed  six  Shillings  per  day,  from  the 
time  he  hath  been  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  duties  on  the  Rum  imported  in  the 
several  Vessels  taken  by  Captain  Barron  be  paid,  or  se- 
cured to  be  paid,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony. 

An  Ordinance  for  continuing  and  amending  an  Ordi- 
nance appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety,  having  been 
fairly  transcribed,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up,  was 
read  a  third  time : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass ;  and  that 
the  title  be,  "An  Ordinance  for  reviving  and  amending  an 
Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety." 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General ;  and  the 
members  having  prepared  their  tickets  with  the  name  of 
the  person  to  be  appointed,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington, 
Mr.  Dandridge,  and  Mr.  John  yValker,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  it  appearing, 
from  their  report,  that  there  was  a  majority  in  favour  of 
fVilliam  Finnie,  Esq.; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  fVilliam  Finnie,  be 
appointed  Deputy  Quartermaster-General. 

Resolved,  Ti)at  Thomas  Bullitt,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Adjutant-General. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Deputy  Adjutant-General ;  and  the  mem- 
bers having  prepared  tickets  with  the  name  of  the  person 
to  be  appointed,  Mr.  Digges,  Mr.  Carrington,  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge, and  Mr.  John  Walker,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  examine  the  ballot  box,  and  it  appearing,  from  their 
report,  that  there  was  a  majority  in  favour  of  John  Sears, 
Esq., 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  said  John  Sears  be  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment 
for  the  enemies  of  America,  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Convention. 

The  Convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  said  Ordinance,  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary 
reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had 
under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  made 
some  progress  therein,  but  not  having  time  to  go  through 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will  to-morrow  acain 
resolve  itself  a  Committee  on  the  said  Ordinance. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  on 
the  Ordinances  for  establishing  a  General  Test ;  to  amend 
an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regulating  the 
election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining  their  allowances, 
and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee-men  in 
the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for  estab- 
lishing a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law  ; — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  half  after  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  January  19,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  Murdaugh,  or  any  four  of 
them,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Officers  and  Militia  in  the  County  oi  Princess  Anne,  lately 
drawn  out  into  actual  service,  and  to  report  the  same  to 
the  next  Convention. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv.  < 


Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinance 
for  establishing  a  mode  of  jjunishriient  for  the  enemies  of 
America;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  con- 
sideration the  said  Ordinance,  and  had  gone  through  the 
same,  and  made  several  amendments  thereto,  which  he 
read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  where  the  same  were  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance,  together  with  the 
several  amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Orders  of  the  Day — for  the  Convention  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances  for  establishing 
a  General  Test ;  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  An  Or- 
dinance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions witliin  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned  ;  and  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobac- 
co Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law  ; — being  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  put  off  till  to-morrow. 

The  Convention,  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Colony  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had,  according  to  order,  had  under  their  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Colony,  and  had  come  to  a  Resolu- 
tion thereupon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  when  the 
Convention  should  be  pleased  to  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  received  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock. 


Saturday,  January  20,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  do  pay  to  Captains  George 
Matthews  and  Alexander  M'  Clanahan,  the  money  due  to 
their  respective  Companies,  from  the  publick,  on  account 
of  the  late  expedition  against  the  Vidians,  and  reported  by 
the  Commissioners. 

The  Convention  then,  according  to  the  Order  of  the 
Day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Ordinances 
to  amend  an  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Ordinance  for  regu- 
lating the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascertaining  their  al- 
lowances, and  also  for  regulating  the  election  of  Committee- 
men in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  within  this 
Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;  and  for 
establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  during 
the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Cary  reported,  that  the  Committee  had,  according  to 
order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  said  Ordinances, 
and  had  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  were 
again  twice  read  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinances,  together  with  the 
several  amendments,  be  fairly  transcribed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Cary,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Conven- 
tion, reported,  according  to  order,  that  the  Committee  had 
come  to  the  following  Resolution ;  which  he  read  in  bis 
place,  and  afterwards  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
where  the  same  was  again  twice  read  and  agreed  to : 

Whereas  the  British  Ministry  have  at  length  engaged  in 
an  open  and  avowed  war  with  the  good  people  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  in  the  prosecution  thereof  have  manifested  the 
most  unrelenting  fury,  by  burning  and  destroying  open  and 
defenceless  Towns,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  war  among 
civilized  nations,  by  exciting  insurrections  among  our 
slaves,  inviting  the  savages,  and  arming  them  against  us: 

Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,)  That  we 
hold  it  incumbent  upon  us  (a  duty  which  we  owe  to  our- 
selves, to  our  country,  and  to  this  whole  Continent,)  to  op- 
pose, by  every  method  in  our  power,  such  unjust  and  cruel 
attempts;  that  the  most  likely  means  of  effecting  this,  and 
of  gaining  relief  and  assistance  to  ourselves,  and  of  dis- 
tressing our  enemies,  would  be  by  opening  our  Ports  to  all 
persons  willing  to  trade  with   us.  Great  Britain,  Ireland,, 
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and  the  British  IVest-Indies  excepted  ;  and  that  we  give  it 
in  recommendation  to  our  delegates  in  General  Congress, 
to  use  their  endeavours  to  have  such  a  measure  adopted, 
and  carried  into  execution,  so  soon  as  it  sliall  he  deemed 
proper  by  tiie  said  General  Congress  to  permit  exportation 
from  North- America. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment 
for  tlie  enemies  of  America,  having  been  fairly  transcribed, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be,  "An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of 
punishment  for  the  enemies  to  America  in  this  Colony." 

Resolved,  That  all  the  publick  Money,  except  His  Ma- 
jesty's Quit-rents,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Collectors,  Na- 
val Officers,  Sheriffs,  and  Clerks,  and  which  may  hereafter 
be  received  by  them,  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony. 

An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "An  Or- 
dinance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  the  blanks  therein  filled  up. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  inability  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony  to  sign  and  countersign  the  Trea- 
sury Notes,  emitted  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  Conven- 
tion, he  be  empowered  to  appoint  such  other  person  as  he 
may  think  proper  to  do  the  same  in  his  stead. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Captain  JoAn  Sears 
to  the  office  of  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  disqualifies  him 
from  holding  the  office  of  Captain  to  his  Company. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  making  Tobac- 
co Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection 
Law,  having  been  fairly  transcribed,  and  the  blanks  therein 
filled  up,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  do  pass,  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be,  "An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of 
making  Tobacco  Payments  during  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Inspection  Law,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Resolved,  That  the  several  sums  following  be  allowed 
to  the  several  Officers  of  this  Convention,  for  their  services 
during  the  present  session  : 

To  the  Rev.  Thomas  Price,  Chaplain,  forty  Pounds. 

To  Mr.  John  Tazewell,  Clerk  of  the  Convention,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  Pounds. 

To  Mr.  Francis  Eppes,  Messenger  to  the  Convention, 
fifty  Pounds. 

To  Edmund  Pendleton,  Jun.,  Clerk  to  several  Commit- 
tees, fifty  Pounds. 

To  William  Dandridge,  Jun.,  Clerk  to  several  other 
Committees,  fifty  Pounds. 

To  Robert  Hyland,  William  Hicks,  John  Creagh,  and 
William  Drinkard,  Doorkeepers  to  the  Convention,  twen- 
ty-five Pounds  each. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Pendleton,  Clerk  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  be  allowed  twenty  Shillings  per  day  for 
his  expenses  and  services  while  on  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  do  allow  the 
Quartermaster  and  Adjutant  to  the  several  Minute-men  at 
Hampton,  the  Adjutant  to  the  Minute-men  in  the  City  of 
WUliamsburgh,  and  Wagon-master,  whatever  their  several 
services,  in  their  opinions,  shall  be  thought  to  deserve. 

Adjourned  till  the  second  day  of  April  next,  then  to 
meet  in  the  City  of  WUliamsburgh,  or  such  other  place  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safely. 


ORDINANCES  PASSED  BY  THE  CONVENTION. 

I.  An  Ordinance  for  raising  an  additional  number  of 
Farces  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  by  his  many  hostile  at- 
tacks upon  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  attempts 
to  infringe  their  rights  and  liberties,  by  his  Proclamation 
declaring  freedom  to  our  servants  and  slaves,  and  arming 
them  against  us,  by  seizing  our  persons  and  properties,  and 


declaring  those  who  opposed  such  his  arbitrary  measures  in 
a  state  of  rebellion,  hath  made  it  necessary  that  an  addition- 
al number  of  Forces  be  raised  for  our  protection  and  de- 
fence : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  Delegates  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  with- 
in the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  now  assembled 
in  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  two  Regiments  formerly 
raised  be  augmented,  by  the  addition  of  three  hundred  and 
eighty-two  men,  to  be  divided  into  five  Companies,  con- 
sisting of  sixty-eight  men  each,  rank  and  file,  under  the 
command  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign, 
and  four  Sergeants  ;  each  Company  to  be  allowed  a  Drum- 
mer and  Fifer,  and  two  of  the  said  Companies  to  be  added 
to  the  First,  and  the  remaining  three  Companies  to  the 
Second  Regiment. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  there  be  likewise  im- 
mediately raised,  and  taken  into  pay  from  the  time  of  their 
enlistment,  six  other  Regiments  complete,  to  be  composed 
of  ten  Companies  of  sixty-eight  men  each,  rank  and  file, 
(three  of  which  Companies  in  each  Regiment  to  consist 
of  Riflemen,  to  act  as  Light  Infantry,)  under  the  command 
of  a  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  ten  Captains, 
twenty  Lieutenants,  ten  Ensigns,  forty  Sergeants;  and  to 
be  allowed  ten  Drummers  and  ten  Fifers ;  and  to  each  of 
the  said  Regiments  there  shall  be  moreover  allowed  a 
Chaplain,  an  Adjutant,  a  Regimental  Quartermaster,  one 
Surgeon,  two  Surgeon's  Mates,  one  Sergeant-Major,  one 
Drum-Major,  and  Quartermaster's  Sergeant. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  of  six  Regiments  to 
be  levied  as  aforesaid,  one  of  them  shall  be  called  a  Ger- 
man Regiment,  to  be  made  up  of  German  and  other  officers 
and  soldiers,  as  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties  of 
Augusta,  West-Augusta,  Berkeley,  Culpepper,  Dunmore, 
Fincastle,  Frederick,  and  Hampshire,  (by  which  Commit- 
tees the  several  Captains  and  subaltern  officers  of  the  said 
Regiment  are  to  be  appointed,)  shall  judge  expedient. 

And  whereas,  by  an  Ordinance  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  this  Convention,  intituled  "  An  Ordinance  for 
raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Colony,"  it  is  ordained,  that  a  bat- 
talion of  Minute  men  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Acco- 
mack and  Northampton,  which  at  present  is  thought  to  be 
inadequate  to  the  defence  of  that  part  of  this  Colony  :  Be 
it  therefore  ordained.  That  so  much  of  the  said  Ordinance 
as  relates  to  the  raising  the  said  Battalion  be  repealed  ;  and 
that  over  and  above  the  Regiments  aforesaid,  there  be  raised 
one  other  Regiment,  to  be  composed  of  seven  Companies, 
for  the  protection  and  defence  of  the  said  Counties  o(  Ac- 
comack and  Northampton;  each  Company  to  consist  of  six- 
ty-eight, rank  and  file,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of  a 
Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  Major,  seven  Captains,  four- 
teen Lieutenants,  seven  Ensigns,  twenty-eight  Sergeants, 
and  each  Company  to  be  allowed  a  Drummer  and  Fifer. 
Four  of  which  Companies  to  be  raised  in  the  said  Coun- 
ties oi  Accomack  and  Northampton,  as  herein  after  direct- 
ed ;  the  other  three  (two  of  which  to  consist  of  Riflemen, 
to  be  allotted  to  this  Regiment  by  the  Committee  of  Safety) 
out  of  the  other  levies  to  be  raised  by  this  Ordinance  ;  and 
the  said  Regiment  shall  moreover  be  allowed  a  Chaplain, 
a  Paymaster,  with  a  salary  of  seventy-five  Pounds  per  an- 
num, and  the  like  Staff  Officers  as  are  directed  for  the  other 
Regiments,  to  be  appointed  in  the  same  manner. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  whole  of  the  nine 
Regiments  be  under  the  command  of  one  Major-General, 
and  two  Brigadiers-General,  each  of  whom  shall  have  an 
Aid-de-Camp  and  Secretary  of  their  own  appointment ;  and 
that  there  be  one  Quartermaster-General,  one  Adjutant- 
General,  and  one  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

And  for  the  more  regular,  speedy,  and  equal  appoint- 
ment of  Officers,  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  General 
Officers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Congress,  and 
that  the  Field  Officers  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed 
by  the  General  Convention  of  this  Colony,  and  the  Cap- 
tains and  Subalterns  by  the  several  County  and  Distri 
Committees,  as  follows,  that  is  to  say :  That  each  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Cawnues  o(  Albemarle,  Augusta,  West- 
Augusta,  Berkeley,  Bedford,  Culpepper,  Dunmore,  Fau- 
quier, Fincastle,  Loudoun,  Orange,  Prince  William,  and 
Spotsylvania,  shall  nominate  and  appoint  two  proper  and 
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discreet  persons  to  be  Captains,  two  other  such  persons  to 
be  First  Lieutenants,  two  otliers  to  be  Second  Lieutenants, 
and  two  others  to  be  Ensigns,  who  shall  be  by  them  respec- 
tively directed  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  in  recruiting 
levies,  in  order  to  raise  in  the  whole  iwenty-six  Companies. 

Provided,  That  the  Officers  of  the  one  hundred  men  or- 
dered from  Fort  Pitt,  by  a  late  Resolution  of  this  Conven- 
tion, shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Officers  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Committee  of  West-Avgusta,  if  the  said  Offi- 
cers shall  incline  to  continue  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
agreeably  to  the  said  Resolution.  That  each  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  Counties  of  Amelia,  Amherst,  Botetourt, 
Brunswick,  Buckingham,  Caroline,  Charlotte,  Chester- 
field, Cumberland,  Charles  City,  Dimviddie,  Frederick, 
Fairfax,  Goochland,  Gloucester,  Halifax,  Hampshire, 
Hanover,  Henrico,  King  George,  King  and  Queen,  King 
William, Lunenburgh,  Louisa,  Mecklenburgh,Nansemond, 
Northumberland,  New-Kent,  Pittsylvania,  Prince  Edivard, 
Prince  George,  Southampton,  Stafford,  Sussex,  and  West- 
moreland, shall  nominate  and  appoint  one  such  proper  per- 
son to  be  Captain,  one  other  lo  be  First  Lieutenant,  one 
other  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  and  one  other  to  be  Ensign, 
who  shall  be  by  the  Committees  respectively  directed  to 
proceed  immediately  in  recruiting  levies,  in  order  to  raise, 
in  the  whole,  thirty- three  Companies.  That  the  several 
District  Committees,  hereinafter  described,  do  nominate 
and  appoint  the  remainder  of  the  officers  for  raising  thirteen 
Companies,  as  follows:  the  District  of  Accomack  and 
Northampton,  four  Captains,  four  First  Lieutenants,  four 
Second  Lieutenants,  and  four  Ensigns ;  the  District  of  Es- 
sex and  Middlesex,  one  Captain,  one  First  Lieutenant,  one 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign  ;  the  District  of  Isle- 
of- Wight  and  Surry,  two  Captains,  two  First  Lieutenants, 
two  Second  Lieutenants,  and  two  Ensigns ;  the  District  o 
Lancaster  and  Richmond,  one  Captain,  one  First  Lieute- 
nant, one  Second  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign  ;  the  District 
of  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne  Counties,  one  Captain,  one 
First  Lieutenant,  one  Second  Lieutenant,  and  one  Ensign  ; 
and  the  District  of  York,  Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  James 
City,  and  the  City  of  Williamsburgh,  two  Captains,  two 
First  Lieutenants,  two  Second  Lieutenants,  and  two  En- 
signs. And  the  several  Officers  so  to  be  appointed  shall 
be,  by  the  respective  District  Committees,  directed  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  in  recruiting  as  aforesaid,  in  order  lo  raise 
their  Companies;  which  several  Recruiting  Officers  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  raise  their  levies  in  any  part  of  the  Colony, 
without  being  confined  to  Counties  or  Districts. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  Captain  and 
his  Subaltern  Officers,  so  to  be  appointed,  shall  not  recruit 
the  whole  number  of  men  for  a  Company  on  or  before  the 
last  day  of  February  next,  the  Committee  of  the  County 
or  District  by  whom  such  officers  were  appointed  may  either 
appoint  others,  instead  of  the  officer  or  officers  who  shall 
fail  to  recruit  the  following  number,  according  to  bis  rank, 
to  wit :  a  Captain,  twenty-eight ;  a  First  Lieutenant,  twenty- 
one  ;  a  Second  Lieutenant,  sixteen  ;  and  an  Ensign,  nine ; 
or  may  continue  the  former  officers,  if  it  shall  appear  pro- 
bable to  the  Committee  that  the  Company  may  be  sooner 
completed  by  them  than  raised  by  appointing  new  officers 
as  aforesaid. 

Provided  always.  That  if  any  Company  shall  not  be 
made  complete  by  the  first  nominated  officers  or  others,  to 
be  chosen  in  their  stead  as  aforesaid,  by  the  25th  day  of 
March  next,  the  several  County  and  District  Committees, 
wherein  such  failure  should  happen,  shall  make  report  of 
the  whole  matter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  shall 
take  such  order  therein  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  forward  the  service,  and  appoint  such  and  so  many  offi- 
cers as  they  may  judge  proper  to  recruit  at  large  within  this 
Colony,  without  regard  to  the  place  of  residence  of  such 
officer. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  several  County  and 
District  Committees,  at  the  time  of  appointing  the  officers  as 
aforesaid,  shall  fix  on  some  certain  convenient  place  where 
the  Officers  of  each  Company  shall  rendezvous  the  men  by 
them  enlisted,  and  also  nominate  two  of  their  members,  re- 
siding as  near  as  may  be  to  such  place  of  rendezvous,  to 
review  the  men  to  be  enlisted  in  each  Company ;  which 
members  having  examined  the  persons  enlisted,  and  found 
them  to  be  able-bodied,  healthy  men,  and  to  have  been  re- 
gularly sworn  and  attested  according  to  the  direction  of  this 


Ordinance,  shall  grant  a  certificate  thereof,  which  shall  be 
returned  to  the  ("ounty  or  District  Committee  who  appoint- 
ed the  Officers,  and  be  by  them  respectively  returned  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  wlio  shall  grant  Commissions  to  the 
Officers  thereupon,  as  is  hereinafter  directed.  And  in  case 
it  shall  appear,  from  such  certificates,  that  two  or  more 
Companies  have  been  reviewed  on  the  same  day,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  shall  settle  the  priority  of  rank  between 
the  Officers  by  a  fair  and  equal  lot. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Chaplain  and  Sur- 
geon to  each  Regiment  be  appointed  by  the  Field-Officers 
and  Captains  of  such  Regiment ;  the  Surgeon's  Mates,  by 
the  Surgeon  himself,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Com- 
manding-Officer ;  the  Adjutant,  Regimental  Quartermaster, 
Sergeant- Major,  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  and  Drum-Ma- 
jor, by  the  Commanding-Officer  of  such  Regiment. 

And  for  the  more  certain  and  regular  appointment  of  the 
several  District  Conmiittees,  Be  it  ordained,  That  the  se- 
veral Committees  of  the  Counties  and  Corporations  before 
named  shall  each  depute  three  of  their  members  to  attend 
at  some  convenient  and  central  place  in  each  District,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
County  first  named  in  each  District ;  of  which  appointment 
such  Chairman  shall  give  reasonable  notice  to  the  Chair- 
men of  the  other  Committees  within  his  District ;  which 
Deputies,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the  whole  having  such 
reasonable  notice,  shall  be  a  District  Committee  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Ordinance,  and  proceed  to  the  nomination 
and  appointment  of  Officers  in  the  same  manner  as  is  di- 
rected by  a  former  Ordinance  of  Convention. 

And  for  the  more  regular  embodying  the  several  Regi- 
ments, and  stationing  the  Troops  for  the  protection  of  the 
several  parts  of  this  Colony,  Be  it  ordained,  That  the 
Committee  of  Safety  shall  allot  certain  Companies  to  each 
Regiment,  and  appoint  the  station  of  such  Regiment ;  of 
which  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  County  and  District  Com- 
mittees where  such  Companies  are  expected  to  be  raised  ; 
which  Committees,  at  the  time  of  their  granting  certificates 
of  the  completion  of  the  Companies,  shall  order  each  Com- 
pany to  march  to  the  station,  and  certify  the  same,  and  the 
distance  to  such  station,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  to  prevent  unreasonable  delay  in  such  march.  Be  it 
ordained,  That  the  Officers  and  Men  shall  receive  no  more 
pay,  from  the  date  of  such  marching  orders  to  the  time  of 
their  arrival  at  their  station,  than  after  the  rate  of  one  day's 
pay  for  every  fifteen  miles,  according  to  the  distance,  unless 
delayed  by  bad  weather,  or  unavoidable  accidents,  of  which 
the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  judge  and  determine  before 
they  grant  a  warrant  for  the  pay  of  any  Company. 

And  for  making  a  certain  provision  for  Cadets,  Be  it 
ordained,  That  every  Cadet  who  shall  enter  into  the  ser- 
vice, with  the  approbation  of  the  Commanding-Officer  of 
the  respective  Regiment  which  he  is  willing  to  join,  shall 
be  allowed  the  pay  and  provision  of  a  Private  Soldier,  and 
be  found  the  like  tents,  allowing  one  to  every  four  Cadets. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  in  case  any  vacancies 
should  happen,  by  deaths  or  otherwise,  among  the  Com- 
missioned-Officers, the  same  shall  be  supplied,  from  time  to 
time,  by  regular  succession,  in  course  of  seniority  ;  and,  in 
case  of  a  defect  of  Officers  to  supply  such  succession,  the 
Commanding-Officer  of  the  Regiment  shall  fill  up  the  va- 
cancy out  of  the  Cadets,  if  any,  paying  due  regard  to  their 
seniority  ;  and,  if  there  be  no  Cadets,  out  of  such  others  as 
he  may  think  proper,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

And  that  the  Companies  may  be  kept  complete,  from 
time  to  time.  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  if  any  vacancies 
should  happen  among  the  Private  Men,  the  Commanding- 
Officer  of  the  Regiment  shall  supply  the  same  by  new  re- 
cruits, in  the  best  and  most  expeditious  manner  he  may  be 
able. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Soldiers  to  be  rais- 
ed shall  be  enlisted  on  the  terms  following,  to  wit :  That 
they  shall  continue  in  the  service  so  long  as  may  be  judged 
necessary,  by  the  General  Congress,  or  by  the  General  Con- 
vention or  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  but  not  be 
compelled  to  continue  more  than  two  years  from  the  10th 
day  of  April  next. 

Provided,  Any  Soldier  or  Soldiers  do  give  the  Com- 
manding-Officer three  months  previous  notice,  in  writing, 
of  his  or  their  desire  to  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  sucb 
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period  ;  and,  if  it  shall  be  judged  expedient  to  disband  the 
Army  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  two  years,  that  then 
each  Soldier  discharged  within  that  time  shall  be  entitled 
to  and  receive  six  weeks  pay  over  and  above  wiiat  is  ac- 
tually due  to  him.  That  the  pay  of  each  Captain,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Ensign,  shall  commence  on  the  day  ol  his  ap- 
pointment, by  the  District  or  County  Committees  ;  of  the 
Chaplain,  and  all  the  Subaltern  Olficers,  on  the  days  of 
their  respective  appointments  ;  of  the  common  Soldiers,  on 
the  days  of  their  enlisting  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  several 
Field  and  SialV  Ollicers  shall  commence  on  the  days  of 
their  being  called  into  duty  by  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Provided  always,  That  no  Recruiting  Officer  shall  be 
allowed  lo  enlist  into  the  service  any  servant  whatsoever, 
except  apprentices  bound  underthe  laws  of  this  Colony,  nor 
any  such  ajjprentice  unless  the  consent  of  his  master  be  6rst 
had  in  writing ;  neitiierany  man  unless  he  be  five  feet  four 
inches  high,  healthy,  strong  made,  and  well  limbed,  not 
deaf,  or  subject  to  fits. 

And  be  il  further  ordained,  That  the  Soldiers  to  be  en- 
listed, and  the  several  Sergeants  appointed,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed, shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  pnblick,  be  furnished 
each  with  one  good  musket  and  bayonet,  cartouch  box,  or 
pouch,  and  canteen  ;  and,  until  such  musket  can  be  provi- 
ded, that  they  bring  with  them  the  best  gun  of  any  other 
sort  that  they  can  procure ;  and  that  they  also  bring  with 
them  (if  to  be  had)  one  blanket  each  ;  and  that  such  as  are 
to  act  as  riflemen,  bring  with  them  one  good  rifle  and  toma- 
hawk each,  to  be  approved  by  their  Captain  ;  for  the  use 
of  which  guns  they  shall  be  allowed  as  follows,  to  wit :  For 
the  smooth-bores,  or  muskets,  after  the  rate  of  twenty 
shillings,  and  for  the  rifles  and  tomahawks  after  the  same 
rate  by  the  year,  and  for  the  blanket  so  much  as  by  the 
judgment  of  any  Field-Officer  of  his  Regiment  the  same 
shall  be  considered  to  be  worth  at  the  time  it  is  produced. 
That  each  common  Soldier,  not  already  sufficiently  provi- 
ded, in  the  opinion  of  his  Commanding-Officer,  shall  be 
provided  with  sufficient  clothing,  at  the  expense  of  the 
publick,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay,  and  also  to  be  al- 
lowed by  the  publick  a  hunting-shirt,  a  pair  of  leggins,  and 
binding  for  his  hat. 

Provided,  If  any  Minute-man  who  has  been  already 
furnished  with  such  articles  shall  enter  into  the  regular 
service,  he  shall  have  no  further  allowance. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That,  over  and  above  the 
Rifle  Companies  belonging  to  the  German  Regiment,  there 
be  raised  seventeen  Companies  of  expert  Riflemen,  in  the 
following  Counties,  that  is  to  say  :  In  the  Counties  of  Bed- 
ford and  Loudoun,  each  two  Companies ;  in  the  Counties 
oi Albemarle,  Amherst,  Berkeley,  Botetourt,  Buckingham, 
Charlotte,  Culpepper,  Dunmore,  Fauquier,  Halifax, 
Orange,  Pittsylvania,  and  Prince  Edward,  each  one  Com- 
pany ;  which  shall  be  allotted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
to  the  respective  Regiments,  as  before  directed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  proper  Medicine 
Chests,  and  Surgeons'  Instruments,  be  provided,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  publick. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Pay  of  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit :  To  a  Colonel, 
seventeen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  ;  to  a  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel, twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence ;  a  Major,  ten  Shil- 
lings ;  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  ten  Shillings  ;  an 
Adjutant-General,  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence ;  a  De- 
puty Adjutant-General,  ten  Shillings;  a  Captain,  six  Shil- 
lings ;  a  Lieutenant,  four  Shillings  ;  an  Ensign,  three  Shil- 
lings ;  a  Chaplain,  ten  Shillings  ;  an  Adjutant,  (holding  no 
other  office,)  six  Shillings ;  if  in  other  office,  three  Shil- 
lings ;  to  a  Regimental  Quartermaster,  (holding,  or  not 
holding,  any  other  office,)  the  same  as  to  an  Adjutant ;  to 
a  Sergeant-Major,  to  be  appointed  from  amongst  the  most 
expert  Sergeants,  by  the  Commanding-Officer  of  the  Re- 
giment, two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  ;  to  a  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant,  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  ;  to  a  Sergeant,  two 
Shillings;  to  a  Drum-Major,  two  Shillings;  to  a  Corporal, 
Drummer,  and  Filer,  each  one  Shilling  and  eight  Pence; 
and  to  each  Private  Soldier,  one  Shilling  and  four  Pence  ;  to 
a  Surgeon,  ten  Shillings  ;  and  to  a  Surgeon's  Mate,  five 
Shillings  per  day. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  one  Company  of  Ar- 
tillery be  forthwith  raised,  and  taken  into  the  pay  of  this 
Colony,  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  one 


Sergeant,  four  Bombardiers,  eight  Gunners,  and  forty-eight 
Matrosses;  the  Officers  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  the  Non-Commissioned 
Officers  and  Gunners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Captain  ;  the 
pay  of  whom  shall  commence  on  the  days  of  their  several 
appointments  and  enlistments,  and  be  as  follows  :  To  a 
Captain,  eight  Shillings  ;  a  Lieutenant,  six  Shillings  ;  a  Ser- 
geant, four  Shillings:  a  Bombardier,  three  Shillings  ;  a  Gun- 
ner, two  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  and  each  Maiross,  two 
Shillings  per  day  ;  which  Company,  when  complete,  shall  be 
passed  and  reviewed  by  such  person  as  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  appoint,  and  take  the  oath  and  subscribe  the 
articles  directed  by  this  Ordinance  for  the  other  Forces,  and 
be  subject  to  the  like  rules  and  regulations. 

And  for  the  greater  security  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  from  depredations  of  the  enemy  by  water.  Be  it 
ordained,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  empowered  and  required  lo  provide,  from  time  to 
time,  such  and  so  many  Armed  Vessels  as  they  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  several  Rivers  in  this 
Colony,  in  the  best  manner  the  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try will  admit;  and,  to  that  end, to  raise  and  take  into  pay 
a  sufficient  number  of  officers  and  men,  as  well  sailors  as 
marines,  whose  pay  shall  be  settled  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  not  exceeding  the  following  rates,  to  wit:  To  a 
Chief  Commander  of  the  whole,  as  Commodore,  fifteen 
Shillings  ;  to  a  Master,  ten  Shillings;  a  First  Mate,  seven 
Shillings  and  sis-Pence  ;  a  Second  Mate,  five  Shillings  ;  a 
Boatswain,  three  Shillings  ;  a  Common  Sailor,  two  Shillings 
per  day  ;  a  Captain  of  Marines,  six  Shillings  ;  a  Lieutenant, 
four  Shillings;  a  Midshipman,  three  Shillings;  a  Marine, 
one  Shilling  and  six  Pence. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  ordained.  That, 
where  the  land  service  will  admit  of  it,  and  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  of  the  regular  forces  shall  be  willing  to  enter  upon 
any  temporary  expedition  in  such  Armed  Vessels,  they  may 
be  allowed  so  to  do,  and  shall  receive  pay  according  to  the 
rates  aforementioned  ;  which  Officers,  Sailors,  and  Marines, 
may  be  removed  or  disbanded  by  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety,  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Colonel  of  each 
Regiment,  wlien  detached  from  the  main  body,  on  a  se- 
parate command,  shall  be  allowed  a  Secretary,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  himself,  who  shall  be  allowed  for  his  services 
four  Shillings  a  day. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  every  Commissioned 
and  Staff  Officer  shall  be  allowed  a  Tent ;  and  every  two 
Sergeants  shall  have  the  same  allowance ;  and  that  for  every 
six  Private  Men  there  shall  be  provided  a  proper  and  suf- 
ficient Tent ;  and  that  one  Bell  Tent  for  each  Company  shall 
also  be  provided,  at  the  publick  expense. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That,  for  the  more  speedy 
supply  of  the  Forces  with  Wagons,  Tents,  Bedding,  Arms, 
Accoutrements,  Clothes,  Provisions,  and  all  other  necessa- 
ries, the  Committee  of  Safety  shall,  and  they  are  hereby 
required,  to  appoint  some  fit  person,  or  persons,  to  provide 
Arms  and  Accoutrements,  Clothes,  Wagons,  Tents,  and 
Bedding,  upon  the  best  and  cheapest  terms,  and  also  to 
appoint  one  or  more  Contractors  or  Commissaries,  who  are 
hereby  required  to  use  all  possible  despatch  in  purchasing 
such  Provisions  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  Army,  and  in 
laying  off  the  same  in  such  convenient  place,  or  places,  as 
may  best  suit  their  different  stations  and  marches. 

And  for  the  more  regular  Pay  of  the  Army,  It  is  hereby 
ordained.  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  appoint  one 
Paymaster  to  the  first  four  of  the  said  Regiments,  and  one 
Paymaster  to  the  other  four  of  the  said  Regiments,  with  a 
salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per  annum  each, 
and  one  Assistant-Paymaster,  who  shall  pay  the  troops  on 
the  frontiers,  and  shall  be  allowed  such  salary  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  his  services ; 
which  Paymasters  are  also  to  act  as  Muster-masters.  And 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Committee,  from 
time  to  time,  to  issue  their  warrants  to  the  Treasurer,  ap- 
pointed by  or  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  this  Convention, 
for  paying  the  several  Recruiting  Officers,  Commissioners, 
Commissaries,  or  Contractors,  and  Paymasters,  by  them  ap- 
pointed ;  and  to  all  expresses,  and  other  persons  by  them 
employed,  in  lesser  services,  so  much  money  as  the  said 
Committee  shall  judge  necessary  for  their  several  purposes, 
taking  proper  security  for  the  due  disbursement  and  appli- 
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cation  thereof,  and  making  a  proper  and  reasonable  allow- 
ance to  the  several  persons  so  to  be  appointed,  for  their 
trouble  and  expenses  in  conducting  either  branch  of  busi- 
ness to  him  or  them  assigned.  And  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  displace  and 
remove  from  his  office  any  person  so  by  them  appointed, 
either  for  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty.  And  the  said 
Treasurer  is  hereby  required  to  pay  all  such  sums  as  he  may 
be  directed,  by  such  warrants,  out  of  the  publick  money  in 
his  hands. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  they  may  think  necessary  and  convenient,  to 
call  all  such  persons  who  may  receive  any  publick  money 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  purposes  of  this  Ordinance, 
to  a  strict  account ;  and,  upon  examining  their  accounts,  and 
finding  them  justly  stated,  certify  the  same,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, to  give  proper  acquittances  and  discharges. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  necessary,  for  the  publick  se- 
curity, that  the  Forces  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  Ordi- 
nance should,  as  occasion  may  require,  be  marched  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  that  the  Officers 
should  be  subject  to  a  proper  control:  Be  it  therefore 
ordained,  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  under  their  command  shall,  in  all  things  not  other- 
wise particularly  provided  for  by  this  Ordinance  and  the 
Articles  established  for  their  regulation,  be  under  the  con- 
trol, and  subject  to  the  order,  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  whereas,  in  this  time  of  danger,  it  is  probable,  from 
the  exposed  situation  of  this  Colony,  and  the  many  navi- 
gable Rivers  and  Creeks  therein,  that  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  will  be  made  on  different  parts  thereof:  For  the  bet- 
ter security  and  defence  of  the  inhabitants:  Be  it  further 
ordained.  That  the  Regiments  to  be  raised  and  augmented 
by  virtue  of  this  Ordinance  shall  be  stationed  in  such  parts 
of  the  Districts  hereinafter  mentioned  as  the  Committee  of 
Safety  may  judge  most  proper,  that  is  to  say :  Between 
the  Rivers  of  Potomack  and  Rappahannock,  two  Regi- 
ments; between  Rappahannock  and  York  River,  two  Re- 
giments; between  York  and  James  River,  two  Regiments; 
and  on  the  south  side  of  James  River,  two  Regiments ; 
and  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall  have  full  power  and 
authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  call  the  said  Regiments, 
or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  any 
place  within  this  Colony,  to  repel  the  invasion  or  attacks 
of  the  enemy ;  provided  the  Forces  so  ordered  shall  return 
to  their  respective  stations  so  soon  as  the  emergency  shall 
cease ;  any  thing  in  this,  or  any  former  Ordinance,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  for  preserving  proper  rank,  and  establishing  equal 
pay,  among  all  the  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army :  Be 
it  ordained.  That  all  commissions  already  granted,  or  here- 
after to  be  granted,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  and  a  former  Ordinance  of  Convention,  to  any 
regular  Officer,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  void 
as  soon  as  such  Officer,  or  any  other  in  his  stead,  shall  be 
appointed  or  commissioned  by  the  General  Congress;  and 
the  pay  of  every  such  officer  shall,  from  the  time  of  such 
appointment,  and  notice  thereof  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony,  be  the  same  as  shall  be  settled  by  the  said 
General  Congress,  any  thing  in  this  or  the  said  Ordinance 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  so  much  of  the  Ordinance,  intituled  An  Or- 
dinance for  raising  and  embodying  a  sufficient  Force  for  the 
defence  and  protection  of  this  Colony,  as  relates  to  the  per- 
formance of  battalion  duty  by  the  Minute-men,  is  found  to 
be  inconvenient :  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  so  much 
of  the  said  Ordinance  as  requires  the  said  duty,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That,  where  the  Officers  of 
Minute-men  heretofore  appointed  have  failed  to  make  up 
their  Companies,  and  shall  not  complete  the  same  within 
thirty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  where  any  such  failure  hath  happened 
are  required  to  appoint  other  Officers  to  such  Companies, 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  :  where  a  Captain  has 
not  enlisted  the  number  of  twenty-five,  a  Lieutenant  eigh- 
teen, and  an  Ensign  twelve,  in  all  such  cases,  the  said  Com- 
mittee shall  appoint  other  Officers  in  the  room  of  such 
Officers  failing  to  enlist  such  number  of  men  ;  unless  the 
failure  of  making  up  any  Company  has  been  occasioned 


by  the  men  of  the  said  Company  enlisting  into  the  Regular 
service;  and  the  several  Minute  Captains  are  required, 
once  in  every  month,  to  make  return  of  the  number  of  men 
enlisted  into  their  Companies  to  the  Commanding-Officers 
of  their  respective  Districts,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That,  if  any  Officer  of  a 
Minute  Company  shall  enter  into  the  Regular  service,  the 
Committee  of  the  County  to  which  his  Company  belongs 
shall  appoint  another  Officer  to  supply  such  vacancy  ;  also, 
when  any  of  the  Minute-men  shall  enlist  into  the  Regular 
service,  the  Officer  to  whose  Company  such  Soldier  be- 
longed shall  forthwith  proceed  to  recruit  and  enlist  others 
in  their  room.  And  if  any  Minute  Company  shall  be  or- 
dered into  service  before  the  same  is  complete,  the  same, 
if  amounting  to  eighteen,  shall  go  under  the  command  of 
the  Lieutenant;  and  if  under  that  number,  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  Ensign  of  the  said  Company. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  each  Minute-man 
who  shall  furnish  himself  with  a  good  musket,  or  other  gun, 
to  be  approved  of  by  his  Captain,  shall  be  allowed  by  the 
publick  ten  Shillings  per  annum,  as  a  consideration  for  the 
use  thereof,  and  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  twenty  Shillings 
for  not  appearing  with  the  same  when  called  on  duty. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  in  lieu  of  the  Oath  to 
be  taken  by  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  either  of  Regulars 
or  Minute-men,  as  directed  by  the  Ordinance,  intituled  An 
Ordinance  for  the  better  government  of  the  Forces  to  be 
raised  and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Colony  and  Do- 
minion of  Virginia,  that  the  following  Oath  be  by  them 
hereafter  taken,  (except  by  the  people  called  Quakers  and 
Menonists,  who  are  required  to  make  a  solemn  Affirmation 
to  the  same  effect,)  to  wit :  "  I,  A  B,  do  swear,  that  I  will 
be  faithful  and  true  to  the  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Vir- 
ginia; that  I  will  serve  the  same  to  the  utmost  of  ray 
power,  in  defence  of  the  just  rights  of  America,  against  all 
enemies  whatsover;  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  abili- 
ties, obey  the  lawful  commands  of  my  superior  Officers, 
agreeably  to  the  Ordinances  of  the  Convention  and  the 
Articles  of  War,  to  which  I  have  subscribed,  and  lay  down 
my  arms  peaceably,  when  required  so  to  do,  either  by  the 
General  Convention  or  General  Assembly  of  Virginia. 
So  help  me  God."  Which  Oath  shall  be  administered  to 
the  General  and  Field-Officers  of  the  Regulars  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  to  the  other  Commissioned-Officers 
by  the  District  or  County  Committee  by  whom  such 
Officers  shall  be  appointed  ;  and  shall  be  administered  to 
the  other  inferior  Officers,  and  Men,  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  or  any  County  or  Corporation  Committee-man, 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  time  of  enlistment. 

And  whereas,  by  a  new  election  of  Committee-men 
throughout  this  Colony,  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  the 
last  Convention,  the  power  of  the  Deputies  elected  to  form 
the  District  Committees  is  supposed  to  be  at  an  end  :  Be 
it  therefore  ordained,  That  the  Committees  of  the  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  where  the 
same  hath  not  been  already  done  since  their  last  election, 
shall  appoint  such  a  number  of  their  members  respectively, 
as,  in  the  former  Ordinance  for  raising  the  Forces,  is  limited 
and  directed,  to  meet,  in  District  Committees,  who  shall 
do  and  perform  what  remains  to  be  done  by  such  Com- 
mittees respectively,  for  carrying  into  execution  this  and 
the  former  Ordinance  ;  and  so,  as  often  as  a  dissolution  of 
any  Committee,  and  a  new  election  of  others,  shall  take 
place,  they  shall  proceed  in  like  manner,  to  the  new  elec- 
tion of  Deputies,  to  represent  them  in  District  Committee. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  ordained.  That 
where  it  shall  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  new  Captain  or 
Subaltern  Commissioned-Officer  of  Minute-men,  upon  the 
death  or  resignation  of  one  formerly  nominated,  or  on  his 
failing  to  raise  the  number  of  men  required  by  this  Ordi- 
nance, in  that  case,  the  appointment  of  such  Officer  shall 
be  made  by  the  Committee  of  the  County  or  Corporation 
wherein  the  Company  was  to  be  raised  ;  and  that  all  va- 
cancies among  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Minute-men  shall 
be  filled  up  by  the  District  Committees,  having  regard  to 
a  regular  succession  of  the  Officers,  according  to  their  rank. 

And  whereas,  by  the  former  Ordinance,  the  Committee 
of  Safety  are  restrained  from  granting  Commissions  to  the 
Officers  in  the  Minute  service  until  a  return  is  made  of  the 
completion  of  the  Battalions  throughout  the  Colony,  which 
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is  found  inconvenient:  Be  it  therefore  ordained,  That 
upon  a  certificate  of  the  review  of  any  Company  of  Min- 
ute-men, as  in  the  said  Ordinance  is  directed,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  shall  issue  Commissions  to  the  Captain  and 
Subaltern  Officers  appointed  to  command  such  Company, 
bearing  date  on  the  day  they  were  or  shall  be  reviewed  ; 
and  as  soon  as  four  Companies  in  any  District  shall  appear 
to  have  been  reviewed,  shall  grant  a  Commission  to  the 
Major,  bearing  date  the  day  of  the  last  Company's  review  ; 
where  seven  Companies  are  completed,  shall  also  grant  a 
Commission  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  bearing  the  like 
date  of  the  review  of  the  last  Company  ;  and,  when  the 
whole  Battalion  is  completed,  shall  grant  a  Commission  to 
the  Colonel,  to  be  dated  the  day  of  such  completion ;  any 
thing  in  the  said  former  Ordinance  contained  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  where  Minute  Com- 
panies are  called  into  duty  together  from  several  Districts, 
and  no  Field-Ofhcer  shall  attend  from  either,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  may  appoint  any  Field-Officer  in  the 
Minute  service  to  take  the  command  of  such  detachment, 
during  the  time  of  their  continuance  in  actual  service. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  hereafter  no  Dissent- 
ing Minister,  who  is  not  duly  licensed  by  the  General 
Court,  or  the  Society  to  which  he  belongs,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  bearing  arms  in  the  Militia  of  this  Colony ; 
and  that  Overseers,  heretofore  exempted,  shall  be  obliged 
to  furnish  themselves  with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  Militia-men,  and  shall  be  obliged  to 
act  as  Patrollers  when  thereto  required  by  the  Command- 
ing-Officer of  the  Militia  of  the  County  or  Corporation 
wherein  they  reside;  and  if  any  Militia-man  or  Overseer 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  he  or  they  so  refusing, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  five  Shillings  for  every  neglect 
or  refusal,  to  be  recovered  and  appropriated  in  the  same 
manner  as  Militia  fines  are  directed  to  be  recovered  and 
appropriated. 

And  for  the  more  expeditious,  convenient,  and  speedy 
drafting  into  service  Detachments  of  the  Militia  of  this  Co- 
lony, as  occasion  may  require :  Be  it  further  ordained. 
That,  at  the  general  muster  of  the  Militia,  to  be  had  in  the 
month  of  March  next,  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each 
County  or  Corporation  shall,  by  fair  and  equal  lot,  cause 
to  be  drawn  out  of  each  Company  so  many  men  as  will 
amount  to  one-tenth  part  thereof,  and  cause  the  names  of 
the  persons  so  allotted  to  be  enrolled,  who  shall  from 
thenceforth  be  considered  as  the  first  division  of  Militia  for 
such  County  or  Corporation ;  and  that  the  Commanding 
Officer  shall  in  like  manner  proceed,  by  lot,  to  fix,  one 
after  the  other,  the  nine  other  divisions  of  the  said  Militia, 
enrolling  their  names  in  the  second  division,  third,  and  so 
on,  according  to  such  allotment ;  and  thereafter,  if  the  Mi- 
litia of  such  County  or  Corporation  shall  be  called  into 
duty,  the  same  shall  be  performed  by  the  divisions,  in  the 
order  they  shall  so  stand  enrolled,  one  after  another,  so  as 
to  preserve  the  regular  rotation  of  duty  amongst  them. 
And  every  person  so  enrolled,  who  shall  fail  to  attend, 
when  required,  or  find  an  able-bodied  man  to  serve  in  his 
room,  shall  be  subject  to  the  fines  imposed  for  the  like 
offence  by  the  said  recited  Ordinance,  to  be  by  the  Com- 
manding-Officer laid  out  in  bounties  to  such  Volunteers  as 
shall  be  willing  to  serve  in  the  room  of  the  persons  so  re- 
fusing, if  to  be  had,  or  otherwise  to  be  appropriated  as  in 
the  said  Ordinance  is  directed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Commanding 
Officer  shall  appoint  proper  Officers  to  command  the  men 
so  called  into  duty,  according  to  the  number,  during  the 
time  of  their  being  employed  in  actual  service,  having  re- 
gard to  the  seniority  and  rank  of  the  Officers  of  the  County 
or  Corporation  in  such  appointment. 

Provided  always,  That  if  there  shall,  at  any  time,  be 
a  sufficient  number  of  men,  who  will  voluntarily  enter  into 
the  service,  to  answer  the  demand  made  upon  the  Militia 
of  any  County  or  Corporation  for  such  assistance,  in  that 
case,  such  Volunteers  shall  be  accepted  instead  of  calling 
on  the  divisions,  as  before  directed. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Militia  or  Volun- 
teers to  be  employed,  if  not  well  armed,  shall  be  furnished 
with  Arms  out  of  such  as  belong  to  the  County  or  Corpo- 
ration, to  be  returned  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 


And  whereas,  by  a  former  Ordinance,  the  Militia  and 
Minute-men  are  exempted  from  musters  in  the  month  of 
February,  which  may  be  attended  with  inconvenience  to 
the  country,  by  retarding  the  discipline  of  those  bodies  of 
men :  Be  it  therefore  ordained.  That  so  much  of  the 
said  recited  Ordinance  as  relates  to  the  said  exemption, 
be,  and  is  hereby  repealed  ;  and  that  the  Minute-men  and 
Militia  shall  do  duty  in  the  abovementioned  month,  in  the 
like  manner  as  is  directed  for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Commanding- 
Officer  of  the  Militia  of  any  County  shall,  when  called 
out  on  duty,  receive  the  same  pay  as  the  like  Officer  in 
the  Minute  service. 

And  for  the  greater  encouragement  and  promotion  of  the 
service,  Be  it  further  ordained.  That  tliere  shall  be  ad- 
vanced and  paid  to  the  several  regular  Soldiers  hereafter 
to  be  enlisted,  a  bounty  of  twenty  Shillings,  upon  their 
enlistment ;  and  that  the  several  regular  Soldiers  already 
enlisted  shall  be  allowed  the  like  bounty  of  twenty  Shil- 
lings on  their  re-enlistment,  to  serve  for  such  time  as  the 
Troops  hereby  to  be  raised  shall  be  enlisted  to  serve ;  and 
that  all  regular  Soldiers  and  Non-commissioned  Officers 
shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment  of  their  personal 
taxes,  during  their  continuance  in  the  service.  And  if  any 
of  the  Regulars,  Minute,  or  Militia-men  aforesaid,  shall 
be  so  maimed  or  disabled  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of 
maintaining  themselves,  they  shall,  upon  their  discharge, 
be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  publick. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Court-Martial  of 
each  County  and  Corporation  shall,  and  they  are  hereby 
required  to  appoint  a  Collector  of  all  fines  to  be  assessed 
at  each  sitting  of  such  Court,  by  virtue  of  this  and  a  for- 
mer Ordinance  of  Convention,  who  shall  enter  into  bond, 
with  sufficient  security,  for  the  due  collection  and  account- 
ing for  all  fines  by  them  collected  in  consequence  of  such 
appointment,  and  is  hereby  required  to  demand  and  receive 
the  several  fines  ordered  by  the  Courts-Martial  respectively 
to  be  levied  ;  and,  in  case  of  non-payment,  on  or  before 
the  tenth  day  of  May,  annually,  to  levy  the  same  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  the  goods  of  the  person  refusing,  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  enabling  the  sale  of  goods  distrained  for 
rent.  And  if  any  Collector  shall  fail  to  account  for  and 
pay  what  he  shall  have  received,  or  might  have  received, 
of  such  fines,  to  the  Receiver  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
deducting  six  per  centum  for  his  commission  in  collecting, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  of  the  County  or  Corpora- 
tion, upon  motion  of  the  Receiver,  to  give  judgment  for  the 
same,  with  costs,  against  such  Collector  and  his  securities, 
his  or  their  executors  and  administrators,  provided  they 
have  respectively  ten  days  previous  notice  of  such  motion. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  fines  inflicted  for 
disobedience  to  this  Ordinance  shall  be  levied  and  applied 
as  the  fines  are  directed  to  be  levied  and  applied  by  the 
Ordinance,  entitled  "An  Ordinance  for  raising  and  embody- 
ing a  sufficient  Force  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  this 
Colony." 

And  to  prevent  the  harbouring  of  Deserters  from  the 
Forces  already,  or  hereby  to  be  raised :  Be  it  further 
ordained.  That  whoever  shall  harbour  or  conceal  any 
person,  being  a  Deserter,  and  knowing  him  to  be  such,  for 
every  such  offence  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
Pounds,  or,  on  failure  thereof,  receive  ten  lashes  on  his  or 
her  bare  back. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  shall  and  may  apply  the  Money  which  may  be  in 
his  hands,  pursuant  to  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Conven- 
tion, for  the  purposes  of  that  and  the  other  Ordinances  and 
Resolutions  of  this  and  a  former  Convention  ;  and  if  there 
shall  be  a  deficiency,  and  the  Continental  Congress  should 
not  supply  it,  by  taking  our  Troops,  or  part  of  them,  into 
their  pay,  this  Convention  will  make  a  further  provision 
for  the  Troops  raised,  or  to  be  raised. 

And  whereas  the  Paper  on  which  the  Treasury  Notes 
were  directed  to  be  issued  by  an  Ordinance  of  the  last 
Convention  falls  much  short  of  the  quantity  expected: 
Be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colo- 
ny for  the  time  being  shall,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  other  proper  paper,  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  ;  to  be  used  as  directed  by  the  said 
Ordinance,  and  for  the  purposes  therein  and  hereby  ap- 
pointed, and  no  other. 


i 


141 


VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  JANUARY,  1776. 


142 


II.  An  Ordinance  for  appointing  Sherifs. 

Whereas,  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  made  in  the  22d  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  II,  entitled 
"An  Act  prescribing  the  method  of  appointing  Sheriffs,  and 
for  limiting  the  time  of  their  continuance  in  office,  and  di- 
recting their  duty  therein,"  it  is,  among  other  things,  enact- 
ed, that  every  County  Court  of  this  Dominion  shall  an- 
nually, between  the  last  day  of  June  and  the  last  day  of 
August,  present  to  the  Governour,  or  Commander-in-Chief 
of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  a  list  or  recommenda- 
tion of  three  persons  named  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace  for  their  County,  one  of  which  persons  so  recom- 
mended, shall  thereupon  be  commissioned  by  the  said 
Governour  or  Commander-in-Chief  to  execute  the  office 
of  Sheriff  of  that  County  for  the  next  ensuing  year;  and 
whereas  Jo^«  Earl  o(  Dunmore,  His  Majesty's  Lieutenant 
and  Governour-General  of  this  Colony,  hath  withdrawn 
himself  from  the  seat  of  his  Government,  and  commenced 
hostilities  against  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  hath 
also,  by  his  Proclamation,  declared  martial  law  to  be  in 
force  in  this  Colony,  and  refuseth  to  grant  commissions  for 
executing  the  office  of  Sheriffs,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  said  recited  act;  whereby  justice  is  and  may  be 
greatly  delayed  and  hindered  : 

For  remedy  whereof,  Beit  ordained  by  the  Delegates  and 
Representatives  of  the  several  Counties  and  Corjiorations 
tvithin  this  Colony  in  the  present  General  Convention,  and 
it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
upon  the  expiration  of  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  any  County 
in  this  Colony,  the  Court  of  such  County,  instead  of  re- 
commending three  persons  to  the  Governour  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to  be  by  him  commissioned  to  the  office 
of  Sheriff,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  re- 
quired to  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  persons  named 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  their  County  to  exe- 
cute the  office  of  Sheriff  of  their  said  County  for  one 
year;  and  the  person  so  nominated  and  appointed  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  and  shall  perform  and 
execute  the  said  office  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as  if 
appointed  by  commission  from  the  Governour  or  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  this  Colony,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  said  recited  act.  And  the  person  so  nominated  and 
appointed,  before  he  enters  upon  his  office,  shall  take  the 
oath  of  office,  and  enter  into  bonds  with  sufficient  security, 
agreeebly  to  the  laws  now  in  force.  And  if  any  person 
shall  refuse  to  accept  the  said  office,  the  Court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  appoint  another  in  the  room  of  the  person  so  re- 
fusing, who  shall  give  the  like  bonds  and  security,  and  take 
the  oath  of  office  as  aforesaid. 

Provided  always,  That  so  soon  as  the  executive  pow- 
ers of  Government  in  this  Colony  are  restored  to  their 
proper  channel,  and  other  Sheriffs  shall  be  appointed  pur- 
suant to  the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  that  the  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  Sheriff  by  the  County 
Courts  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  cease  to  execute  the  said 
office,  and  the  powers  hereby  given  shall  be  revoked. 

III.  An  Ordinance  for  amending  an  Ordinance,  entitled 
"An  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and  Ammunition 
for  the  ttse  of  this  Colony." 

Whereas  it  is  found  that  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Con- 
vention, entitled  "An  Ordinance  for  providing  Arms  and 
Ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,"  is  insufficient,  in 
this  time  of  imminent  danger :  Be  it  therefore  ordained, 
by  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  several  Coun- 
ties and  Corporations  within  this  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia,  now  in  General  Convention  assembled,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  the  time  being  may,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  contract,  upon  the  best  terms  they  can, 
with  such  Gunsmiths,  or  others,  as  they  may  approve,  for 
manufacturing  or  supplying  such  quantity  of  Arms  as  they 
shall  judge  proper  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Provided,  That  such  contract  for  Rifles  shall  not  be 
made  to  continue  longer  than  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
and  for  Muskets  longer  than  twelve  months  from  the  pas- 
sing of  this  Ordinance. 

And  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  providing  of 
Powder,  Be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  afore- 


said. That  the  Committee  of  Safety  may,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  contract  with  proper  persons  willing  to 
manufacture  the  same  on  the  publick  account,  and  to  erect, 
or  cause  to  be  erected,  one  or  more  Powder  Mills,  at  the 
publick  expense,  at  such  places  as  the  said  Committee  of 
Safety  may  judge  to  be  free  from  danger,  and  conveniently 
situated  with  respect  to  the  Colony  in  general. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Saltpetre  and  Sulphur  purchased,  or  to  be  pur- 
chased, for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  be  subject  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  purposes  last 
mentioned. 

IV.  An  Ordinance  for  reviving  and  amending  an  Or- 
dinance appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety. 
Whereas  an  Ordinance  of  the  last  Convention,  entitled 
"An  Ordinance  appointing  a  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the 
more  effectual  carrying  into  execution  the  several  Rules 
and  Regulations  established  by  this  Convention  for  the 
protection  of  this  Colony,"  did  expire  on  the  meeting  of 
this  Convention,  and  it  is  necessary  that  a  new  Committee 
be  appointed  for  the  purposes  aforesaid:  Be  it  therefore 
ordained,  by  the  Delegates  deputed  to  represent  the  seve- 
ral Counties  and  Corporations  within  this  Colony,  in  the 
present  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Dudley  Digges,  the  Hod. 
John  Page,  Paul  Carrington,  Edmund  Pendleton,  James 
Mercer,  Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,  William  Cabell,  Richard 
Bland,  Joseph  Jones,  John  Tabb,  and  Thomas  Walker, 
Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  declared 
a  Committee  of  Safety  throughout  this  Colony  ;  and  they, 
or  any  six  or  more  of  them,  shall  have  and  exercise  all 
the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  in  and  by  the  said  recited  Ordinance  or  any  other 
Ordinance  or  Resolution  of  Convention,  from  and  after  the 
passing  hereof,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Convention,  or  for  one  year,  in  case  the  Conven- 
tion should  not  meet  within  that  time. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall  have  full  and  am^ 
pie  powers,  during  the  recess  of  Convention,  to  direct  all 
such  measures  and  military  operations,  as,  in  their  judgment, 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  publick  security. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  and  may  appoint  one  assistant  Clerk,  when 
they  shall  think  the  same  necessary,  who  shall  have  such 
allowance  as  shall  be  thought  reasonable  by  the  General 
Convention. 

And  whereas  the  time  of  continuance  of  the  Officers  in 
the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  the  manner  of  resignation, 
have  been  doubted.  Be  it  declared  and  ordained.  That  all 
Officers  now  or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall  continue  in 
service  so  long  as  the  Regiments,  to  which  they  belong, 
shall  be  kept  up,  and  that  no  Officer  hath  or  shall  have 
right  to  resign,  but  with  the  consent  of  the  Convention  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony. 

Provided,  Any  Officer  willing  to  resign,  may  do  so  at 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  Private-men  are 
or  shall  be  enlisted,  on  giving  the  like  previous  notice  of 
such  intention  as  is  required  of  such  Private-men. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  Thomas  Everard  and 
James  Cocke,  Esqrs.,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  appoint- 
ed Commissioners,  to  examine,  state,  and  settle  such  Ac- 
counts as  shall  be  referred  to  them  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety ;  each  of  which  Commissioners  shall 
be  allowed  such  salary  as  the  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safety  shall  determine. 


V.  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  Tobacco  Payments  du- 
ring the  discontinuance  of  the  Inspection  Law,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas,  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  an  Act  of  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  for  improving  the  staple  of  Tobacco,  and 
preventing  frauds  in  His  Majesty's  Customs,  the  people  in 
this  Colony  may  be  subjected  to  great  difficulties  for  want 
of  a  certain  mode  of  making  Tobacco  Payments  for  levies 
or  other  debts,  and  sundry  disputes  may  arise  between  them 
and  the  officers  or  creditors,  which  may  increase  the  con- 
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fusions  in  the  Colony,  already  too  much  convulsed  by  the 
unhappy  disputes  with  Great  Britain: 

For  remedy  whereof,  Be  it  ordained,  by  the  Delegates 
and  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  Colony,  now 
met  in  General  Convention,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  person  who 
shall  be  indebted  for  levies  or  other  demands,  payable  in 
Tobacco,  to  discharge  the  same  by  good,  sound,  and  mer- 
chantable Tobacco,  leaf  or  stemmed,  tied  up  in  bundles, 
and  clear  of  trash  and  dirt ;  and  if  the  collector  or  creditor 
shall  refuse  to  receive  Tobacco  tendered  in  such  payment, 
on  account  of  its  not  being  clean,  sound,  or  merchantable, 
it  shall  be  referred  to  two  judicious  neighbours,  to  be  chosen 
one  by  each  of  them,  (or  if  one  shall  refuse  to  nominate, 
the  other  may  choose  them  both,)  who,  being  sworn  to 
give  an  impartial  judgment,  shall  determine  the  point  be- 
tween the  parties ;  and  if  they  disagree,  they  shall  choose 
a  third  person,  who  shall  be  sworn  in  like  manner,  and  his 
judgment  shall  be  final ;  the  payments  of  levies  and  rents 
to  be  made  on  the  plantation  of  the  debtor,  with  a  reason- 
able allowance,  in  cases  of  rents,  for  the  charge  of  carry- 
ing the  same  to  the  next  inspection ;  in  other  cases,  at  the 
place  appointed  by  the  contract. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  where  the  Vestries 
shall  not  have  compounded  with  their  Ministers  for  his  re- 
ceiving money  in  lieu  of  Tobacco  for  his  salary,  according 
to  a  late  Act  of  Assembly,  in  such  case  the  Collector  of 
the  Parish  Levy  shall  convey  the  Tobacco,  so  to  be  re- 
ceived for  levies,  to  the  house  of  the  Minister,  who  shall 
receive  the  Tobacco,  so  brought  from  time  to  lime,  until 
his  full  salary  of  sixteen  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco,  with 
{he  allowance  of  four  per  cent,  for  cask,  and  four  per  cent, 
for  shrinkage,  with  the  usual  expense  for  transporting  the 
same  to  the  nearest  publick  landing,  on  some  navigable 
river,  is  fully  paid ;  and  the  residue  of  the  Tobacco,  so  to 
be  received,  shall  be  by  the  Collector  carefully  prized  up 
into  hogsheads,  and  sold,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  last  mentioned  act ;  but  this  is  not  to  extend  to  or 
affect  such  Counties  or  Parishes  where  by  law  the  inha- 
bitants are  allowed  to  pay  their  levies  at  a  certain  price  in 
money. 

And  be  it  further  declared  and  ordained,  That  the  seve- 
ral Vestries  shall  be  empowered  to  levy  for  the  Collector 
of  their  several  levies,  such  additional  allowance  for  his 
trouble  in  collecting  the  Tobacco  in  manner  aforesaid,  as 
to  them  shall  seem  reasonable,  according  to  the  extent  of 
the  Parish  ;  and  shall  also  allow  the  Minister  two  Shillings 
and  six  Pence  for  every  thousand  pounds  of  Tobacco  by 
bim  received  for  his  salary  as  aforesaid,  for  prizing  up  the 
same. 

And  whereas  6ve  of  the  members  of  the  Vestry  of  the 
Parish  of  Frederick,  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  have  re- 
signed their  said  ofHces,  and  another  of  the  members  being 
dead,  there  doth  not  remain  a  sufficient  number  to  hold  a 
Vestry  for  the  purpose  of  electing  others  to  fill  up  the  said 
vacancies,  by  reason  whereof  the  maintenance  of  the  Poor, 
and  other  parochial  affairs  in  the  said  Parish,  are  wholly 
neglected  :  Be  it  therefore  further  ordained.  That  it  be, 
and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several  members  of  the 
said  Vestry,  who  have  so  resigned  their  offices,  to  resume 
the  same ;  and  upon  their  so  doing,  or  so  many  of  them  as 
with  the  resuming  members  will  make  a  Vestry,  that  such 
resumption  be  entered  in  the  Vestry-book,  and  from  thence- 
forth the  Vestrymen,  so  remaining,  shall  have  the  same 
power  to  act  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  said  office,  as  if 
they  had  never  resigned  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  the  said  resigning  members,  as  with  the  others  will 
make  a  Vestry,  shall  not  agree  to  resume  their  offices  with- 
in two  months  from  the  passing  hereof,  that  then  the  said 
Vestry  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  Freeholders  and  House- 
keepers of  the  said  Parish,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County,  shall  pro- 
ceed to  elect  twelve  able  and  discreet  persons,  in  the 
usual  and  accustomed  manner,  to  be  Vestrymen  of  the  said 
Parish;  and  the  persons  so  elected,  having  taken  an  oath 
before  the  County  Court  well  and  truly  to  execute  their 
office  as  Vestrymen,  and  subscribed  to  be  conformable  to 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  o( England,  shall 
be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  the  Vestry  of  the  said  Pa- 
rish. 


VI.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance,  entitled  "An 
Ordinance  for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and 
ascertaining  their  alloivances,  and  also  for  regulating 
the  election  of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties 
a7id  Corporations  ivithin  this  Colony,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned." 

Whereas,  by  the  extreme  badness  of  the  weather  and 
other  unavoidable  accidents,  the  Freeholders,  and  others 
qualified  to  vote  at  the  election  of  Committees  for  several 
Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony,  were  prevented 
from  assembling  at  the  times  and  places  directed  by  an  Or- 
dinance, passed  at  the  last  Convention,  entitled  "An  Ordi- 
nance for  regulating  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  ascer- 
taining their  allowances,  and  also  for  regulating  the  election 
of  Committee-men  in  the  several  Counties  and  Corpora- 
tions within  this  Colony,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"  by  means  whereof  no  Committees  have  been 
or  can  now  be  regularly  chosen,  to  act  in  such  Counties 
and  Corporations  until  the  next  general  election  : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  Delegates  deputed  to 
represent  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  witltin 
this  Colony,  in  the  present  General  Convention,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordained,  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the 
Freeholders,  and  others  qualified  to  vote  for  Committees 
in  such  Counties  and  Corporations  as  have  not  chosen 
Committees  pursuant  to  the  said  recited  Ordinance,  shall, 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  meet  at  the  respective 
places  by  the  said  Ordinance  appointed,  as  soon  after  the 
passing  this  Ordinance  as  publick  notice  can  be  given,  and 
delivered  in,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  last  preceding  Com- 
mittee, or,  in  case  of  his  absence  or  refusal  to  act,  to  the 
Clerk  of  such  Committee,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence  or  re- 
fusal to  act,  to  one  of  the  Delegates  of  such  County  or 
Corporation,  a  list  of  twenty-one  persons,  qualified  as  by 
the  said  recited  Ordinance  is  directed,  to  serve  as  a  Com- 
mittee for  such  County  or  Corporation,  until  the  next  gene- 
ral election  ;  which  several  lists  shall  be  fairly  counted  by 
the  person  receiving  the  same,  in  the  presence  of  so  many 
of  the  preceding  Committee  as  may  choose  to  attend,  and 
publication  shall  be  made  of  the  several  persons  having  a 
majority  of  votes,  who  are  hereby  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  a  Committee  to  serve  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said 
Committees  shall  have  the  like  power  and  authority,  and 
be  governed  in  their  proceedings  by  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  as  directed  by  the  said  recited  Ordinance ;  and 
in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any  mem- 
ber of  a  County  or  Corporation  Committee,  already  or 
hereafter  to  be  elected,  such  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by 
the  choice  of  the  rest  of  the  Committee. 

Provided,  and  be  it  further  ordained,  That  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk,  the  Court-House  being  lately  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy,  the  election  of  a  Committee  for 
that  County  may  be  at  any  other  convenient  place  therein 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  person  undertaking  the  man- 
agement of  such  election,  any  thing  in  the  said  recited  Or- 
dinance to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  the  time  appointed  for  the  general  election  of 
Committees  is,  from  experience,  found  inconvenient :  Be  it 
ordained.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Ordi- 
nance, the  time  for  making  general  elections  of  Commit- 
tees, in  the  several  Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Co- 
lony, shall,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be  on  the 
Court  days  of  the  respective  Counties  and  Corporations, 
in  the  month  of  October,  annually. 

And  it  is  hereby  ordained.  That  so  much  of  the  said 
recited  Ordinance  as  relates  to  the  fixing  the  time  of  elect- 
ing Committees,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

And  whereas,  by  the  said  recited  Ordinance,  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  reimbursing  the  County  and  Corporation 
Committees  for  any  expense  they  may  he  put  to  in  em- 
ploying Messengers  to  summon  persons  before  them,  de- 
spatching and  forwarding  Expresses,  and  other  necessary 
expenses  upon  the  publick  service:  Be  it  ordained.  That 
the  Chairman  of  the  respective  Committees,  incurring  such 
expense,  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
who  are  hereby  empowered  to  issue  their  Warrants,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  Treasurer,  for  the  payment  thereof; 
and  that  the  allowance  to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Com- 
mittees be  paid  in  like  manner  by  the  Treasurer,  instead 
of  being  levied  by  the  County  Court,  as  formerly  directed. 
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And  whereas  the  election  of  the  present  Committee  for 
the  County  of  Caroline  was  not  made  agreeably  to  the 
afore-recited  Ordinance :  Be  it  ordained,  Ti)at  the  said 
Committee  of  the  County  of  Caroline  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  dissolved. 

^nd  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  former  Commit- 
tee of  the  said  County  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of  three 
of  their  njembers  to  judge  of  the  qualihcation  of  voters ; 
and  that  the  Freeholders  of  the  said  County,  at  such  time 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  late  Chairman,  of  which  pub- 
lick  notice  shall  be  given,  shall  proceed  to  the  election  of 
another  Committee,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  first 
recited  and  this  present  Ordinance. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Chairman,  Clerk, 
or  Delegate,  shall  cause  publick  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
time  appointed  for  such  election,  at  every  Parish  Church 
in  his  respective  County  or  Corporation,  two  several  Sun- 
days before  the  day  of  such  election. 

VII.  An  Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  punish- 
ment for  the  enemies  to  America  in  this  Colony. 
Whereas  the  most  dangerous  attempts  have  been  made, 
by  some  persons  in  this  Colony,  to  subvert  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  whereas,  by  a  Declaration 
of  this  Convention,  a  humane  disposition  towards  such  of- 
fenders has  fully  been  manifested,  who,  notwithstanding, 
have  failed  to  avail  themselves  thereof,  and  return  to  that 


or  persons,  so  offending,  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  deliver  up 
the  said  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  when  required  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety  so  to  do,  he,  she,  or  they,  so  re- 
fusing or  failing,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  full  value  thereof 
in  money  ;  and,  in  either  case,  shall,  moreover,  be  for  ever 
rendered  incapable  of  trading  in  this  Colony.  And  if  any 
person,  or  persons,  shall  hereafter  put  on  board  any  vessel, 
or  vessels,  for  exportation,  or  shall  hereafter  export  any  pro- 
duce of  this  Colony  contrary  to  the  said  Association,  ex- 
cept as  aforesaid,  he,  she,  or  they,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  " 
the  cargo,  or  cargoes,  so  put  on  board  or  exported,  or  the ' 
value  thereof;  and  all  and  every  vessel,  or  vessels,  in  which 
any  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported, 
or  in  which  any  such  produce  shall  be  exported,  shall  be, 
moreover,  forfeited  to  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  the 
moneys  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  the 
publick  use. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  That  no  such  vessel  or  vessels 
aforesaid  shall  be  forfeited,  except  the  value  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  therein  imported,  or  of  the  pro-  ' 
duce  exported,  exceed  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds  ster- 
ling. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  person,  or 
persons,  shall  hereafter,  by  writing,  or  otherwise,  order  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  whatsoever,  to  be  imported  ' 
into  this  Colony  contrary  to  the  Continental  Association, 
except  as  aforesaid,  all  and  every  such  person,  or  persons, 
so  offending,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof,  be  for  ever  ren- 


duty  which  they  owe  both  to  this  country  and  the  rights  of    dered  incapable  of  trading  in  this  Colony  ;  and  every  such 


mankind ;  and  whereas  it  is  become  necessary  to  declare 
what  are  and  shall  be  considered  as  offences,  to  the  end  a 
regular  mode  of  punishment  may  be  established,  and  equal 
right  and  justice  administered  to  all  persons  within  this 
Colony : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  Delegates  of  the  peo- 
ple assembled  in  General  Convention,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordained,  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  if  any  white 
person,  or  persons,  who  have  been  in  arms  against  this 
Colony,  shall  fail  to  surrender  himself,  or  themselves,  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  within  two  months  from  the  pub- 
lication of  this  Ordinance ;  and  if  any  white  person,  or 
persons,  shall  hereafter  aid  or  assist  the  enemy,  by  iniist- 
ing  Soldiers,  giving  intelligence,  or  furnishing  them  with 
Arms,  Provision,  or  Naval  Stores,  or  shall  bear  arms  against 
this  Colony  ;  all  and  every  such  person,  or  persons,  so 
having  borne  arms,  or  hereafter  offending  in  manner  afore- 
said, shall,  upon  being  convicted  as  hereafter  mentioned, 
be  liable  to  be  imprisoned,  or  otherwise  confined,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  may  direct.  And 
proper  persons  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  to  take  possession  of  their  estates,  both  real  and 
personal,  and  to  cultivate  the  same  to  the  best  advantage, 
and  pay  the  profits  thence  arising  into  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  to  be  dispo- 
sed of  towards  satisfying  the  just  debts  of  such  delinquent, 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  the  re- 
sidue for  the  publick  use,  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Com- 
mittee shall  think  most  for  the  advantage  of  this  Colony. 
And  the  principal  estates  shall  be  subject  to  the  future  de- 
termination of  the  Convention. 

Provided,  nevertheless.  The  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  pardon  such  as  have  here- 
tofore been  or  shall  be  in  arms  against  this  Colony,  or  shall 
otherwise  offend  as  aforesaid,  upon  being  satisfied  of  his  or 
their  repentance,  and  desire  to  be  restored  to  the  confidence 
of  this  Colony,  and  returning  to  his  or  their  duty  ;  and  in  all 
such  cases,  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  shall  state  the 
case  of  each  offender  to  the  Convention,  to  enable  them 
to  determine  what  should  be  done  with  their  estates. 

And  whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  peace,  the  happiness, 
and  safety  of  this  Colony,  that  the  Continental  Association 
should  be  strictly  observed,  and  that  all  violators  of  the 
same  should  be  duly  punished  : 

Be  it  further  ordained,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sing of  this  Ordinance,  all  Merchants,  Traders,  or  other 
persons  who  shall  import  into  this  Colony  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  contrary  to  the  said  Continental 
Association,  (except  in  cases  allowed  by  the  General  Con- 
gress, or  the  General  Convention,)  shall  forfeit  the  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  so  imported ;  and  if  any  person, 
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offender,  so  convicted,  who  shall  trade  within  this  Colony 
contrary  to  this  Ordinance,  shall  suffer,  for  every  such  ' 
offence,  three  months  imprisonment,  without  bail  or  main- 
prize. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary,  the  belter  " 
to  determine  all  offences  within  this  Ordinance,  and  for  the  ' 
more  speedy  carrying  into  execution  the  several  penalties 
and  forfeitures  incurred   thereby,  that  persons  should  be 
appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  the  same :  Be  it  there-  ' 
fore  ordained.  That  John  Blair,  James  Holt,  and  Ed-  ' 
mund  Randolph,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  ' 
they  are  hereby  constituted  Judges  to  try  and  determine  ' 
on  all  matters  relating  to  vessels  and  their  cargoes ;  which  ' 
said  judges  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  Advocate,  Clerk, 
and  such  other  person  as  they  may  think  proper  to  act  as  * 
Marshal,  who  shall,  from  time  to  time,  execute  all  process 
of  the  said  Court,  to  be  issued  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  ' 
thereof.     And  all  witnesses  who  shall  be  summoned,  and 
fail  to  appear  and  attend  the  said  Court,  on  such  day  as 
their  attendance  was  required,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  fifty  shillings,  for  which  the  said  Court  shall  have  power 
to  give  judgment,  and  award  execution  thereupon  ;  and  the 
said  fines,  when  recovered,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
for  the  time  being,  for  the  use  of  this  Colony. 

Provided  always.  That  any  witness  failing  to  appear 
before  and  attend  the  said  Court,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  any 
time  within  three  months,  be  allowed  such  excuse  as  the 
said  Court  may  think  reasonable;  and  every  witness  at- 
tending the  said  Court  shall  have  the  same  allowance  as  a 
witness  attending  the  General  Court. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That,  in  all  cases  of  con- 
demnation made  of  vessels  or  cargoes  by  the  said  Court,  the 
person,  or  persons,  proprietors  thereof,  shall,  if  they  incline 
so  to  do,  have  an  appeal  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  on  < 
giving  bond  and  security,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds, 
for  duly  prosecuting  such  appeal  within  thirty  days  from 
the  time  of  granting  the  same ;  and  the  determination  of 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety  thereupon  shall  be  conclu-  i 
sive.  And  in  all  cases  where  no  such  appeal  shall  be  de- 
sired, the  said  Court  shall  appoint  the  Marshal  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  such  condemned  vessels  and  cargoes. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the  Judges  aforesaid  '* 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  oflice,  ■* 
take  the  following  Oath,  to  be  administered  by  the  Com-  ' 
mittee  of  Safety,  to  wit:  "I   .  .   .   ,  do  swear,  that  I  will 
truly  and  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  a  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty, according  to  an  Ordinance  of  Convention  ;  and 
that  I  will  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  men,  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment,  without  favour,  affection,  or  partiality.  So 
help  me  God."    And  the  said  Judges,  being  so  sworn,  shall 
administer  the  following  Oath  to  the  Clerk  and  Marshal,  that  ' 
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is  to  say  :"  I  ...  ,  do  swear,  that  I  will  well  and  truly 
demean  myself  (as  Clerk  or  Marshal,  as  the  case  may  be) 
in  the  execution  of  my  office ;  and  that  1  will  faithfully 
and  truly,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  execute  ail  orders  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty,  without  favour,  affection,  or  par- 
tiality.    So  help  me  God." 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Judges,  being  so 
qualified,  shall  meet  at  such  place  within  this  Colony  as 
they  niiiy  think  most  proper  for  the  execution  of  their  said 
office,  and  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  such  other  place 
as  to  them  may  appear  necessary.  And  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  to  each  of  the  said  Judges,  by  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of  twenty-five  shillings 
per  day  for  each  day  of  sitting  in,  or  travelling  to  or  from, 
the  said  Court,  for  their  services ;  and  that  there  shall  also 
be  paid  to  the  Advocate,  Clerk,  and  Marshal  of  the  said 
Court,  so  much  for  their  services  as  shall  be  thought  rea- 
sonable, in  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  said  Court,  for 
each  respective  capture.  And  the  said  Judges  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  displace  or  remove,  at  any  time, 
such  officers  of  their  appointment  as  to  them  shall  appear 
necessary. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  the  Committee  of 
Safety  may,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  commission 
five  members  of  the  Committee  of  each  County  in  this 
Colony,  to  be  recommended  to  them  by  the  respective 
County  Committees,  to  take  cognizance  of,  and  determine, 
all  offences  contained  in  this  Ordinance  which  may  arise 
within  their  respective  Counties,  except  such  as  relate  to 
vessels  and  their  cargoes ;  which  said  Commissioners,  so 
appointed,  shall  take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  Commissioners  for  their  respective  Counties, 
agreeably  to  this  Ordinance,  which  oath  shall  be  first  taken 
by  the  person  first  named  in  the  said  commission,  in  the 
presence  of  the  other  Commissioners,  and  by  him  after- 
wards administered  to  them.  And  the  said  Commissioners, 
or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  consti- 
tuted a  Court  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  full  power 
and  authority  to  meet  at  the  Court-house  of  their  respec- 
tive Counties,  or  such  other  convenient  place  as  they  may 
think  proper ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  the  said 
County,  and  the  Sheriff  thereof,  having  first  taken  the  like 
oath  of  office  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  shall  attend  the  said  Court,  and  in  all 
things  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  in  like 


n)anner  as  is  directed  for  the  officers  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, which  said  officers  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony  such  reasonable  allowance  for  their  services 
as  the  said  Court  shall  direct. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  in  all  trials  pursuant 
to  this  Ordinance,  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  shall  cause 
a  jury  to  be  summoned,  and  proceed  in  the  same  manner 
as  hath  been  heretofore  observed  for  the  trial  of  civil  causes 
in  this  Colony ;  and  in  case  of  condemnation,  the  said 
Court  shall  appoint  Commissioners  for  taking  care  of  and 
managing  the  estate  of  the  offenders  as  aforesaid,  in  such 
manner  as  is  hereinbefore  directed. 

Provided,  nevertheless.  The  defendant  or  defendants 
shall  have  liberty  to  appeal,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  whose  judgment  shall  be  final. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  That  if  any  slave,  or  slaves, 
shall  be  hereafter  taken  in  arms  against  this  Colony,  or  in 
the  possession  of  an  enemy,  through  their  own  choice,  the 
Committee  of  Safety  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  transport  such  slave,  or  slaves,  to  any  of  tiie  foreign  West- 
India  Islands,  there  to  be  disposed  of  by  sale,  and  the  mo- 
ney arising  from  such  sale  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  or  otherwise  applied  to  the  use  of 
this  Colony,  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  shall  judge  most 
proper;  and  in  case  such  slaves,  so  taken  in  arms,  or  in 
the  possession  of  an  enemy,  cannot  be  transported  with 
convenience  to  this  Colony,  the  same  shall  be  disposed  of 
for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  or  returned  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  slaves,  or  otherwise  dealt  with  according 
to  an  act  of  Assembly  for  punishing  slaves  committing 
capital  offences,  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  may  judge 
most  proper. 

Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  ordained.  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  slave  shall  be  paid,  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  the  full  amount  of 
such  sale,  or  value  of  such  slaves,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses and  charge  of  transportation  ;  which  said  valuation 
shall  be  made  by  the  Commissioners  in  each  County  afore- 
said, and  certified  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  shall 
thereupon  grant  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  Treasurer, 
for  payment  of  the  value  of  such  slave  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  ordained.  That  this  Ordinance  shall 
be  published  at  the  Court-house  of  each  County,  by  the 
Sheriff;  and  at  the  several  Churches  and  Meeting-houses 
in  each  Parish,  by  the  clerk  or  reader,  immediately  after 
divine  service. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN,  ETC.,  OP  THE  CITY  OF  CAB- 
LISLE. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen  and  principal  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Carlisle,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Thomas 
Graham,  M.  D. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
7%e  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen  and  principal  In- 
habitants of  the  City  of  Carlisle. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach  your  sacred  person, 
and  acknowledge  in  your  presence  the  deep  sense  we  enter- 
tain of  your  Majesty's  unexampled  patronage  of  the  su- 
premesl  of  blessings — the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

Penetrated  with  your  unceasing  attention  to  cherish  and 
advance  to  luxuriant  maturity  this  birthright  of  Britons, 
we  behold  with  horror  the  base  innovations  and  black  in- 
gratitude of  rebellious  Americans. 

Struck  with  admiration  of  your  Majesty's  wise  and  leni- 
ent measures,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we 
will  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  in  supporting  the  rights 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  authority  of  Parliament ;  and  that 
nothing,  on  our  part,  shall  be  wanting  to  counteract  the 
frantic  and  nefarious  machinations  of  aristocratic  or  Repub- 
lican traitors. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN,  CLERGY,  PKEEMEN,  FREE- 
HOLDERS, ETC.,  OF  DUBLIN. 

Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freemen,  Free- 
holders, Merchants,  Traders,  Manufacturers,  and  other 
'Citizens  of  Dublin,  transmitted  to  the  Right  Honourable 


Lord  Viscount  Weymouth,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freemen, 
Freeholders,  Merchants,  Traders,  Manufacturers,  and 
other  Citizens  o/ Dublin. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty  : 

We,  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Freemen,  Freeholders, 
Merchants,  Traders,  Manufacturers,  and  other  Citizens  of 
Dublin,  the  metropolis  of  your  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, feeling  ourselves  at  this  lime  particularly  called  upon, 
embrace  with  pleasure  the  opportunity  of  testifying  to 
your  Majesty  our  steadfast  loyalty  and  zealous  attachment 
to  your  sacred  person,  crown,  and  dignity  ;  for  the  preser- 
vation and  honour  of  which  we  are,  and  ever  shall  be  ready, 
to  devote  our  lives  and  fortunes;  truly  sensible  of  the  hap- 
piness we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's  mild  and  auspicious 
Government. 

We  hear,  with  equal  sorrow  and  astonishment,  that 
many  of  your  misguided  subjects  in  America  have  with- 
drawn themselves  from  their  allegiance  to  your  Majesty. 
We  lament  that,  influenced  by  the  counsels  of  wicked  and 
designing  men,  they  have  even  dared  to  adopt  a  system 
tending  to  render  themselves  independent  of  the  parent 
country ;  yet,  deeply  affected  by  the  troubles  subsisting  in 
the  Colonies,  we  have  the  fullest  reliance  on  your  Majesty's 
wisdom  and  justice,  that  you  will  pursue  with  firmness  such 
measures  as  may  tend  effectually  to  restore  the  violated 
rights  of  the  British  Empire. 

We  feel  ourselves  bound  at  so  important  and  critical  a 
conjuncture,  most  humbly  and  zealously  to  lay  our  hearts 
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at  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  and  to  express  our  warmest  grati- 
tude for  your  Majesty's  paternal  goodness  to  this  your 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  so  recently  and  so  amply  shown  by 
several  acts  of  the  British  Parliament  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  our  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture. 
And  our  duty  also  leads  us  to  acknowledge  the  grateful 
sense  we  entertain  of  your  Majesty's  peculiar  indulgence, 
in  sending  to  preside  over  us  so  excellent  a  Chief  Gover- 
nour;  to  whose  faithful  representation  of  our  loyalty  and 
attachment  we  attribute  those  important  advantages  which 
have  flowed  to  us  from  your  royal  protection  and  favour. 

Alarmed  with  apprehensions  for  what  we  have  heard, 
and  grateful  for  the  blessings  we  feel  and  enjoy,  we  cannot 
avoid  fervently  to  offer  our  prayers  to  the  Almighty  for  the 
preservation  of  your  Majesty's  royal  person  and  family ; 
that  your  reign  over  us  may  be  long  and  happy,  and  that 
you  may  ever  triumph  over  the  enemies  of  our  glorious 
Constitution. 

PAUL  MICHEAU  TO  THE  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Richmond  County,  December  1,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  the  24th  ult.  last  night,  and 
expected  that  our  Committee  had  acquainted  the  Congress 
ere  this  of  the  state  of  the  County  relative  to  the  choosing 
new  Deputies. 

When  1  returned  from  Congress,  I  immediately  acquaint- 
ed them  that  the  Congress  was  dissolved,  and  had  ordered 
the  Committees  in  each  County  to  convene  the  people  to 
elect  deputies,  and  desired  them  to  advertise  all  such  per- 
sons in  the  County  as  had  a  right  to  choose  representatives 
in  General  Assembly.  I  am  now  to  inform  you,  that,  agree- 
ably to  my  request,  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  was  called 
to  advertise,  and  not  a  majority  appearing,  those  that  did 
appear,  concluded  (hey  were  not  empowered  to  act.  Since 
which  nothing  has  been  done. 

Should  be  glad  the  Congress  would  write  the  Committee 
to  send  their  reasons  for  not  convening  the  people.  A  list 
of  their  names  you  will  see  at  bottom. 

The  situation  of  my  family  is  such,  at  present,  that  if  the 
people  should  think  proper  to  choose  me  again,  I  can,  by 
no  means,  serve. 

That  the  present  Congress  may  endeavour  to  keep  tran- 
quillity and  good  order  in  our  Province,  and  make  peace 
with  our  mother  country,  is  the  sincere  and  fervent  wish 
of,  your  most  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Paul  Micheau. 

P.  S.  Please  to  communicate  this  to  the  Congress. 
To  Mr.  Robert  Benson. 

Committee's  names : — Captain  John  Kettletas,  Captain 
Christian  Jacobson,  Captain  Cornelius  Disisoway,  Henry 
Ferine,  David  Latourette,  Esq.,  Peter  Mersereau,  John 
Poillon,  Moses  Dupuy,  Lambert  Merrill,  John  Tyren, 
Joseph  Christopher,  George  Barnes,  Daniel  Corsen. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

By  his  Excellency,  William  Tryon,  Esq.,  Captain-Gen- 
eral and  Governour-in- Chief  in  and  over  the  Province 
of  New- York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon, 
in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same. 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
prorogued  to  the  sixth  day  of  December  instant,  I  have 
thought  fit,  for  His  Majesty's  service,  to  prorogue,  and  I 
do  by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  fur- 
ther prorogue  the  said  General  Assembly  to  the  first  day 
of  January  next ;  of  which  all  His  Majesty's  subjects 
concerned  therein  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hatid  and  seal  at  arms,  in  the  City  of 
New-York,  the  first  day  o{  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth.  ^,r      m 

Wm.  Tryon. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Sam.  Bayard,  Jr.,  Secretary. 
God  save  the  King. 


RECANTATION  OF  DAVID  TAYLOR,  JUN. 

Danbury,  Djcember  1,  1775. 

Whereas  I  have,  for  some  time  past,  spoken  rashly  and 
inadvertently  about  the  Congress,  particularly  against  the 
present  mode  of  proceeding  of  the  United  Colonies,  in 
many  of  my  past  conversations,  by  which  I  have  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  many  of  my  friends,  and  my  country- 
men in  particular:  I  therefore  now  most  sincerely  ask  for- 
giveness of  my  friends  and  countrymen  for  those  unfriendly 
speeches,  and  from  real  conviction  do  declare,  that  I  am 
heartily  sorry  for  niy  late  conduct  against  my  country,  and 
further  promise  that,  for  the  future,  I  will  not  directly  or 
indirectly  speak  against  the  Continental,  or  any  other  Con- 
gress or  Assembly  struggling  for  their  just  liberties  ;  neither 
will  I  do  any  thing  to  frustrate  any  of  the  Colony  Associa- 
tions, but,  on  the  contrary,  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  aid  and  assist  the  United  Colonies  in  opposing  the  wicked 
and  tyrannical  measures  of  the  British  Ministry,  and  make 
known  all  plots  against  America,  which  shall  come  to  my 
knowledge,  and,  by  rny  behaviour,  hope  to  be  again  re- 
stored to  the  favour  of  my  countrymen. 

David  Taylor,  Jun. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Dcrn- 
bvry. 

GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  BURGOYNE. 

Cump  on  Prospect  Hill,  December  1,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  As  I  am  just  informed  you  are  ready  to 
embark  for  England,  I  cannot  refrain  from  once  more  tres- 
passing on  your  patience.  An  opportunity  is  now  pre- 
sented of  immortalizing  yourself  as  the  saviour  of  your 
country.  The  whole  British  Empire  stands  tottering  on 
the  brink  of  ruin,  and  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  pre- 
vent the  fatal  catastrophe ;  but  it  will  admit  of  no  delay. 
For  Heaven's  sake  avail  yourself  of  the  precious  moment ; 
put  an  end  to  the  delusion ;  exert  the  voice  of  a  brave, 
virtuous  citizen,  and  tell  the  people  at  home  they  must  im- 
mediately rescind  all  the  impolitick,  iniquitous,  tyrannical, 
murderous  acts ;  that  they  must  overturn  the  whole  fran- 
tic system,  or  that  they  are  undone.  You  ask  me,  in  your 
letter,  if  it  is  independence  at  which  the  Americans  aim  ? 
I  answer,  no ;  the  idea  never  entered  a  single  American's 
head  until  a  most  intolerable  oppression  forced  it  upon  them. 
All  they  required  was  to  remain  masters  of  their  own  pro- 
perty, and  be  governed  by  the  same  equitable  laws  which 
they  had  enjoyed  from  the  first  formation  of  the  Colonies. 
The  ties  of  connection  which  bound  them  to  their  parent 
country  were  so  dear  to  them,  that  he  who  would  have 
ventured  to  have  touched  them,  would  have  been  considered 
as  the  most  impious  of  mortals ;  but  these  sacred  ties  the 
same  men  who  have  violated  or  baffled  the  most  precious 
laws  and  rights  of  the  people  at  home,  dissipated  or  refused 
to  account  for  their  treasures,  tarnished  the  glory,  and  anni- 
hilated the  importance  of  the  nation — these  sacred  ties,  I 
say,  so  dear  to  every  American,  Bute  and  his  tory  admi- 
nistration are  now  rending  asunder. 

You  ask  whether  it  is  the  weight  of  taxes  of  which  they 
complain  ?  I  answer,  no  ;  it  is  the  principle  they  combat ; 
and  they  would  be  guilty  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  men,  of 
the  present  world  and  all  posterity,  did  they  not  reject  it; 
for  if  it  were  admitted,  they  would  have  nothing  that  they 
could  call  their  own.  They  would  be  in  a  worse  condition 
than  the  wretched  slaves  in  the  West-India  Islands,  whose 
little  peculium  has  ever  been  esteemed  inviolate.  But 
wherefore  should  I  dwell  on  this?  Is  not  the  case  of 
Ireland  the  same  with  theirs  ?  They  are  subordinate  to 
the  British  Empire,  they  are  subordinate  to  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  but  they  tax  themselves.  Why,  as  the 
case  is  similar,  do  not  you  begin  with  them?  But  you 
know,  Mr.  Burgoyne,  audacious  as  the  Ministry  are,  they 
dare  not  attempt  it.  There  is  one  part  of  your  letter  which 
I  confess  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand.  If  1  recollect 
right,  (for  I  unfortunately  have  not  the  letter  by  me,)  you 
say  that  if  the  privilege  of  taxing  themselves  is  what  the 
Americans  claim,  the  contest  is  at  an  end.  You  surely 
cannot  allude  to  the  proposiftens  of  iVort/t.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  you  should  not  think  with  me,  and  all  mankind, 
that  these  propositions  are  no  more  or  less  than  adding  to 
a  most  abominable  oppression  a  more  abominable  insult. 
But  to  recur  to  the  question  of  America's  aiming  at  inde- 
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pendence.  Do  any  instructions  of  any  one  of  the  Provinces 
to  their  Representatives  or  Delegates,  furnish  the  least 
ground  for  this  suspicion?  On  the  contrary,  do  they  not 
all  breathe  the  strongest  attachment  and  filial  piety  for  their 
parent  country  ?  But  if  she  discards  all  the  natural  ten- 
derness of  a  mother,  and  acts  the  part  of  a  cruel  siep-dame, 
it  must  naturally  be  expected  that  their  affections  cease ; 
the  Ministry  leave  them  no  alternative — aiit  servire,  aut 
alienari  jubent.  It  is  in  human  nature — it  is  a  moral  obli- 
gation, to  adopt  the  latter.  But  the  fatal  separation  ha* 
not  yet  taken  place,  and  yourself,  your  single  self,  my  friend, 
may  perhaps  prevent  it.  Upon  the  Ministry  1  am  afraid 
you  can  make  no  impression.  To  repeat  a  hackneyed 
quotation, 

"  They  are  in  blixxi, 
StcopM  in  so  far,  that  sliould  tlioy  wade  no  more, 
To  return  would  be  as  tedious  as  to  go  o'er." 

But  if  you  will  at  once  break  off  all  connections  with  these 
pernicious  men — if  you  will  waive  all  consideration  but  the 
salvation  of  your  country,  Great  Britain  may  stand  as 
much  indebted  to  General  Burgoyne  as  Rome  was  to  her 
Camillus.  Do  not,  I  entreat  you,  my  dear  sir,  think  this 
the  mad  rhapsody  of  an  enthusiast,  nor  the  cant  of  a  fac- 
tious, designing  man,  for  in  these  colours  I  am  told  I  am 
frequently  painted.  I  swear  by  all  that's  sacred,  as  I  hope 
for  comfort  and  honour  in  this  world,  and  to  avoid  misery 
in  the  next,  that  1  most  earnestly  and  devoutly  love  my 
native  country  ;  that  I  wish  the  same  happy  relation  to 
subsist  for  ages,  betwixt  her  and  her  children,  which  has 
raised  the  wide  arch  of  her  empire  to  so  stupendous  and 
enviable  a  height;  but  at  the  same  time  I  avow,  that  if  the 
Parliament  and  people  should  be  depraved  enough  to  sup- 
port any  longer  the  present  Ministry  in  their  infernal  scheme, 
my  zeal  and  reverence  for  the  rights  of  liumanity  are  so 
much  greater  than  my  fondness  for  any  particular  spot, 
even  the  place  of  my  nativity,  that  had  1  any  influence  in 
the  councils  o{  America,  I  would  advise  not  to  hesitate  a 
single  instant,  but  decisively  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  now 
besmeared  with  civil  blood. 

This,  1  know,  is  strong,  emphatick  language,  and  might 
pass,  with  men  who  are  strangers  to  the  flame  which  the 
love  of  liberty  is  capable  of  lighting  up  in  the  human 
breast,  for  a  proof  of  my  insanity  ;  but  you,  sir,  you,  un- 
less I  have  mistaken  you  from  the  beginning,  well  conceive 
that  a  man  in  his  sober  senses  may  possess  such  feelings. 
In  my  sober  senses,  therefore,  permit  me,  once  more,  most 
earnestly  to  entreat  and  conjure  you  to  exert  your  whole 
force,  energy,  and  talents,  to  stop  the  Ministry  in  this  their 
headlong  career.  If  you  labour  in  vain,  (as  1  must  repeat 
I  think  will  be  the  case,)  address  yourself  to  the  people  at 
large.  By  adopting  this  method,  I  am  so  sanguine  as  to 
assure  myself  of  your  success;  and  your  publick  character 
will  be  as  illustrious  as  your  personal  qualities  are  amiable, 
to  all  who  intimately  know  you.  By  your  means,  the  Co- 
lonists will  long  continue  the  farmers,  planters,  and  ship- 
wrights of  Great  Britain;  but  if  the  present  course  is  per- 
sisted in,  an  eternal  divorce  must  inevitably  take  place. 
As  to  the  idea  of  subduing  them  into  servitude,  and  indem- 
nifying yourselves  for  the  expense,  you  must  be  convinced, 
long  before  this,  of  its  absurdity. 

1  should  not,  perhaps,  be  extravagant,  if  1  advanced  that 
all  the  ships  of  the  world  would  be  too  few  to  transport 
force  sufficient  to  conquer  three  millions  of  people,  unani- 
mously determined  to  sacri6ce  every  thing  to  liberty.  But 
if  it  were  possible,  the  victory  would  be  not  less  ruinous 
than  the  defeat.  You  would  only  destroy  your  own  strength. 
No  revenue  can  possibly  be  extracted  out  of  this  country. 
The  army  of  placemen  might  be  increased,  but  her  circui- 
tous commerce,  founded  on  perfect  freedom,  which  alone 
can  furnish  riches  to  the  metropolis,  would  full  to  the 
ground.  But  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain,  it  seems,  is  at 
stake !  Would  you,  sir,  if  in  the  heat  of  passion  you  had 
struck  a  simple  drummer  of  your  regiment,  and  afterwards 
discovered  that  you  had  done  it  unjustly,  think  it  any  for- 
feiture of  your  dignity  to  acknowledge  the  wrong  ?  No, 
(I  am  well  acquainted  with  your  disposition,)  you  would 
ask  him  pardon  at  the  head  of  your  regiment. 

I  shall  now  conclude  (if  you  will  excuse  the  pedantry) 
with  a  sentence  of  Latin  :  "Jitstum  est  bellum  quibus  neces- 
sarium,  et  pia  arma  quibus  nulla,  nisi  in  armis,reli7iquitur 
spes." 


I  most  sincerely  wish  you  a  quick  and  prosperous  voy- 
age, and  that  your  happiness  and  glory  may  be  equal  to 
the  idea  1  have  of  your  merits,  as  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
truth  and  affection,  yours,  he, 

C.  Lee. 
To  General  Burgoyne. 

COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  COLONEL  WENTWOKTH. 

Cambridge,  December  1,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  27th  came  safe  to  hand,  at  a 
time  when  we  were  all  flushed  with  the  agreeable  account 
of  Captain  Manly's  having  taken  a  prize  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence, which  made  us  look  over  the  potatoes  and  tur- 
nips of  Captain  Adams;  but  now,  being  a  little  cool,  I  assure 
you  I  do  not  think  Adams's  ban  fortune  so  despicable. 
Tliough  of  little  value  to  us,  it  is  depriving  the  enemy  of 
what  to  them  would  be  of  consequence.  As  to  the  pri- 
soners, I  wish  you  had  kept  or  discharged  them.  In  fu- 
ture you  will  please  to  let  the  Coumiittee  examine  such  as 
in  these  circumstances  may  fall  into  your  hands,  and  they 
will  judge  of  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  them.  The 
money  you  advance  nmst  be  a  charge  against  tiie  capture. 
I  doubt  not  of  Captain  Adams's  frugality  and  attention ; 
you  will  therefore  supply  him  with  what  necessaries  he 
calls  for.  You  will  please  to  dispose  of  the  cargo  by  the 
Rainbow,  and  lay  up  the  schooner  until  further  orders; 
though,  if  a  reasonable  price  can  be  got  for  her,  you  may 
dispose  of  her.  This  is  left  to  your  better  judgment.  I 
have  supplied  Benjamin  ten  dollars  towards  defraying  his 
expense  back.  This  must  also  become  a  charge  upon  the 
capture.  1  hope  Adams  will  soon  take  such  a  prize  as 
Manly  has.  I  really  believe  the  cargo  could  not  cost 
short  of  £10,000  sterling.     To  us  it  is  invaluable. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir.     Believe  me  your  assured  friend, 

S.    MOYLAN. 

Colonel  Joshua  Wentworth,  Portsmouth. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  WATSON. 

Cambridge,  December  1,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  23d  and  29th  ultimo  are  come 
to  hand.  Captain  Coit's  lieutenant  has  been  here,  and 
gives  an  account  of  his  schooner  being  so  old  and  crazy  as 
to  be  unfit  for  the  service  he  is  employed  in.  If  there 
was  a  possibility  of  fitting  a  better  vessel  out  in  six  or 
eight  days,  and  removing  the  guns,  &ic.,from  on  board  the 
schooner,  his  Excellency  would  be  glad  it  could  be  done, 
as  there  are  store-ships  and  transports  expected  all  this 
month.  But  that  mutinous  spirit  which  reigns  through  the 
marines  and  sailors,  makes  the  General  despair  of  your 
being  able  to  effect  this  to  any  purpose ;  so  that  I  believe 
it  is  best  to  give  the  affair  up,  and  not  put  the  publick  to  an 
unnecessary  expense.  You  must  be  the  proper  judge  in 
this  matter.  To  you  his  Excellency  leaves  it,  adverting 
that  if  the  vessel  cannot  be  fitted,  and  men  willing  to  go  in 
her  in  the  abovementioned  time,  you  are  to  lay  the  schoo- 
ner up,  have  the  ammunition,  stores,  and  every  thing  on 
board  carefully  secured,  a  proper  inventory  taken  of  them, 
signed  by  the  proper  officers,  and  transmitted  to  head-quar- 
ters by  the  first  good  conveyance.  Should  this  be  neces- 
sary, you  will  please  to  inform  Captain  Coit  that  it  is  his 
Excellency's  orders  that  he  make  what  despatch  he  can 
to  camp,  with  the  men  under  his  command. 

As  to  Ca|)tain  Martindalc's  people,  it  is  his  Excellen- 
cy's orders  that  all  such  as  are  unwilling  to  proceed  to 
cruise  with  him,  be  immediately  sent  to  camp  to  join  their 
respective  regiments,  under  the  care  of  an  ofricer;  and  if 
Captain  Martindale  can,  with  your  assistance,  get  people 
to  go  with  him,  they  shall  receive  forty  shillings  lawful 
money  per  month,  and  one-third  of  all  prizes  they  may 
have  the  good  luck  to  make,  divided  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  given  to  tlie  captain.  Indeed,  the  shares, 
I  believe,  will  be  on  a  better  plan  than  therein  men- 
tioned, as  it  is  now  under  consideration  of  Congress  to 
allow  one-third  of  all  vessels  and  cargoes  to  the  captors. 
Should  you  and  Captain  Martindale  find  it  impossible  to 
get  men  on  these  terms  in  a  seasonable  time,  I  must  only 
say,  that  the  deficiency  of  public  spirit  in  this  country  is 
much  more  than  I  could  posssibly  have  an  idea  of. 

His  Excellency  has  been  abroad  whilst  I  wrote  the  fore- 
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going.  Ft  is  his  desire  that  as  the  brigantine  is  so  well 
fitted,  that  at  all  events  she  must  be  sent  out  to  cruise. 
She  is  on  the  publick  service,  and  ceremony  must  be  waiv- 
ed, so  that  if  Captain  Martindah  cannot  get  hands  lo  go 
with  him,  you  must  put  in  Captain  Coit,  or  any  one  else 
that  can,  as  her  being  detained  in  port  now  may  be  of  the 
utmost  prejudice  to  ii\e  American  cause.  Fourteen  trans- 
ports, with  military  stores,  sailed  in  company  with  one  now 
taken  by  Captain  Manly,  of  immense  value.  His  crew 
will  make  their  fortunes  by  Manly's  activity.  I  am  sorry  to 
think  that  this  is  a  qualification  that  Marlindale  is  deficient 
in ;  at  least  he  has  given  reason  for  the  General  to  think  so. 

Could  not  a  crew  for  the  brigantine  be  procured  out  of 
both  vessels?  In  fine,  get  her  out,  let  the  expense  be 
what  it  will,  and  put  what  captain  and  crew  you  think  best 
for  the  good  of  the  service  on  board  of  her. 

I  am,  &.C.,  S.  MoYLAN. 

William  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 


DR.  JACKSON  TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Gentlemen  :  It  having  been  insinuated  that  I  have  been 
absent  from  the  army  a  considerable  part  of  my  time  since 
my  first  entering,  1  beg  leave  humbly  to  inform  Congress, 
that  1  arrived  at  the  army  19th  oi  June.  I  tarried  until  the 
29th,  when,  not  having  a  shift  of  clothing,  I  informed  Gen. 
Folsom  that  I  purposed  going  home.  He  positively  re- 
fused it,  and  insisted  on  my  tarrying,  as  the  small-pox  was 
in  the  army,  and  not  one  of  the  surgeons  had  had  the  dis- 
ease. However,  on  my  promise  to  return  in  a  few  days, 
he  consented,  having  first  stopped  my  whole  chirurgical 
apparatus  for  his  son  Adams,  who  (as  well  as  every  other 
surgeon  in  the  New- Hampshire  regiments)  was  at  that 
time  even  destitute  of  a  needle  to  ligate  a  bleeding  vessel. 

The  Congress  desired  me,  when  at  Kxeter,  to  procure 
some  proper  person  to  mount  some  field-pieces,  which  I 
endeavoured  to  do,  but  could  not ;  I  therefore  took  a  draw- 
ing of  every  member  of  a  field-carriage.  When  I  arrived 
at  Portsmouth  I  employed  myself  every  day,  from  sun- 
rising  to  sun-setting,  in  mounting  the  brass  field-pieces, 
which  are  as  well  executed  as  any  on  the  continent.  On 
the  13th  of  July  I  returned  to  the  army,  and  have  never 
been  absent  but  eight  days,  on  command  to  recruit  the 
medicine  chest,  which  i  did  at  Salem  and  Portsmouth.  I 
have  now  been  home  fifteen  days ;  my  whole  lime  has  been 
taken  up  in  laying  out  fortifications  at  Kittery  and  New-Cas- 
tle, in  making  cartridges,  and  cannisiers,  and  port-fires,  for 
the  field  pieces,  in  raising  and  exercising  the  artillery  com- 
pany, in  hearing  and  administering  to  the  innumerable 
complaints  of  the  soldiers  in  regard  to  their  health. 

The  honourable  Congress  will  please  to  observe,  that  I 
first  perform  my  business,  and  then  ask  for  such  a  reward 
as  they  shall  judge  reasonable,  while  others,  conscious  of 
their  own  inabilities,  would  not  venture  their  performances 
upon  the  same  issue,  but  insist  on  large  and  remarkable 
stipends  before  they  enter  the  service. 

If  there  is  the  least  objection  in  Congress  to  grant  me 
the  commission  asked  for,  I  am  so  little  anxious  to  continue 
in  the  service,  that  I  beg  leave  to  retract  the  request. 

T  solemnly  declare  that  I  have  never  received  but  one 
shilling  and  four  pence,  and  have  not  charged  more  than 
twenty  shillings  since  the  ITth  day  of  June,  though  my 
accounts  for  seven  years  past  have  never  been  less  than 
three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  lawful  money. 

H.  Jackson. 

To  the  Honourable  President  and  Members  of  the  New- 
Hampshire  Congress. 


ADDRESS    or   THE    MAGISTRATES,  ETC.,  OF  THE    BOROUGH 
OF  JEDBURGH. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  the 
ancient  Borough  of  Jerfiur^/i,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Town  Coun- 
cil of  Jedburgh. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 


Magistrates  and  Town  Council  of  your  ancient  borough  of 
Jedburgh,  beg  leave,  in  the  present  important  conjuncture, 
to  express  the  grateful  sense  we  have  of  your  Majesty's 
mild  and  equitable  reign ;  of  your  constant  and  tender 
attention  to  tlie  happiness  and  honour  of  the  nation,  and 
the  religious  and  civil  liberties  of  your  people. 

Inspired  with  love  and  admiration  of  our  Constitution, 
we  cannot  without  alarm  hear  doctrines  maintained  sub- 
versive of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  established;  the 
supreme  power  of  Parliament,  the  basis  and  security  of 
British  liberty,  denied  and  opposed  by  a  great  number  of 
your  American  subjects,  who,  grown  insolent  from  pros- 
perity, and  lost  to  all  sense  of  justice  and  gratitude,  pro- 
ceeding from  tumult  to  rebellion,  obstinately  persevere  in 
the  rash  and  desperate  purpose  of  shaking  off  their  consti- 
tutional dependence  on  the  mother  country. 

We  feel  most  sensibly  for  those  of  our  American  breth- 
ren whose  attachment  lo  order  and  government  continu- 
ally subjects  them  to  violence  and  outrage ;  we  feel  even 
for  those,  who,  misled  from  duty  by  the  insidious  protesta- 
tions of  loyalty  and  patriotism  under  which  ambitious  men 
have  been  carrying  on  their  interested  schemes,  are  likely 
to  fall  victims  to  their  unhappy  delusion.  Permit  us  to 
assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  view  with  the  highest  indig- 
nation and  abhorrence  both  their  principles  and  designs; 
and  that  we  are  ready,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  to  vin- 
dicate and  support  the  interests  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the 
constitutional  dependence  of  all  its  Colonies. 

We  confide  in  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  your  Majesty 
and  your  Parliament,  for  the  measures  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  trust  that,  from  a  suitable  exertion  of  the  powers 
of  Government,  and  the  wisdom  of  your  councils,  their  dar- 
ing attempts  shall  not  only  be  frustrated,  but  the  unnatural 
intention  extinguished,  unity  restored,  and  a  more  perma- 
nent tranquillity  secured. 

That  this  desirable  event  may  be  speedily  and  happily 
accomplished,  and  that  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  in 
peace  and  prosperity  over  a  happy  and  grateful  people,  is 
our  ardent  wish  and  prayer. 

Sealed  and  signed,  for  and  in  our  name,  and  by  our  or- 
der and  authority,  in  Council  assembled,  this  second  day 

of  December,  1775,  by  at 

'  '    •'  Andrew  LiOOkcp. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO    COMMANDER    OF  PENNSYLVA- 
NIA   BATTALION. 

Congress  Chamber,  December  2,  1775, 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  order  you  immedi- 
ately to  send,  keep,  and  continue,  until  further  orders, 
such  and  so  large  a  guard  of  the  battalion  under  your  com- 
mand, as  you  shall  think  proper  for  guarding  and  secure 
keeping  the  vessels  and  stores  on  the  wharves  of  Messrs. 
Willing  ^  Morris,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert,  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia.       I  am,  &c.,    j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Ofiicer  Commanding  the  Battalion  raised  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 
Philadelphia,  December  2,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  several  letters  from  the  time  the  Committee 
left  the  camp  to  the  19th  of  November,  inclusive,  being 
duly  received,  were  laid  before  Congress,  on  which,  as  well 
as  on  the  report  of  their  Committee,  they  have  come  to 
sundry  further  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  en- 
close you.  The  money  ordered  is  getting  ready,  and  will 
be  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedition.  The  Congress 
have  resolved  to  make  a  further  emission  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  which  1  hope  will  be  finished,  and  such  supplies 
forwarded  as  will  answer  your  exigencies,  and  enable  you 
for  the  future  to  pay  the  army  monthly,  and  fulfil  your 
other  engagements. 

I  forward  you  several  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the 
armed  vessels,  also  a  number  of  printed  articles  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  army  as  altered. 

For  the  recommendation  of  Captain  Crafts  and  Mr. 
Trott,  to  be  appointed  officers  in  the  regiment  of  artillery, 
and  the  steps  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to  the  release  of 
Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  re- 
solutions enclosed. 
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I  herewith  send  you  a  commission  for  Henry  Knox,  as 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  artillery. 

The  enclosed  accounts  of  advances  to  the  rifle  compa- 
nies, you  will  please  to  order  the  Paymaster-General  to 
deduct  from  their  pay,  agreeably  to  the  several  charges. 

I  have  nothing  further  in  command  from  the  Congress. 

Yesterday  we  received  advice  by  an  express  from  the 
Committee  of  Frederick,  in  Maryland,  that  Connolly  and 
three  associates  were  taken  prisoners,  and  are  now  in  con- 
finement in  that  county.  By  his  examination  taken,  and 
the  papers  found  with  him,  the  deposition  of  his  servant, 
which  you  transmitted  to  Congress,  is  fully  confirmed. 

This  day  we  received  advice  from  Southampton,  in  Vir- 
ginia, that  Lord  Dunmore  has  erected  his  standard  dX  Nor- 
folk, proclaimed  martial  law,  invited  the  negroes  to  join 
him,  and  offered  them  freedom  ;  for  which  purposes  he 
has  issued  a  proclamation  from  on  board  the  ship  where  he 
resides ;  and  that  two  counties  have  been  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  him.  However,  I  hope  such  measures  are  taking  as 
will  speedily  and  effectually  repel  his  violence,  and  secure 
the  peace  and  safety  of  that  Colony. 

The  committee  have  just  brought  in  their  report  on  the 
vessel  taken  by  the  people  of  New-Hampshire.  As  soon 
as  the  Congress  have  come  to  a  determination  thereon,  I 
shall  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  transmit  it  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time,  with  sincere  and  hearty  wishes  for 
your  safety,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  sir,  &c.,  j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  found  it  necessary  to  send 
Commissioners  to  the  northward  to  consult  with  General 
Schuyler,  among  other  things  have  instructed  them  to  use 
their  best  endeavours  to  induce  the  men  to  reinlist  for  one 
year  from  the  first  of  January  next,  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice ;  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Connecticut  troops, 
who  have  not  been  mustered  by  the  Deputy  Mustermaster- 
General,  they  have  given  directions  that  such  as  reinlist 
be  paid  all  arrears  that  may  be  due  to  them,  according  to 
the  rolls  to  be  sent  by  you. 

You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
transmit  to  General  Schuyler,  by  express,  the  rolls  of  such 
of  your  Colony  as  are  employed  in  that  department,  ascer- 
taining how  long  the  men  have  been  in  the  service. 

I  enclose  you  the  resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the 
disposition  of  the  officers  taken  at  St.  John's;  by  which 
you  will  perceive  they  are  to  be  stationed  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Lebanon  and  Windham,  and  to  be  upon  their  pa- 
role, and  under  certain  restrictions  therein  mentioned,  which 
you  will  please  to  order  to  be  executed,  and  when  effected, 
transmit  me  a  copy  signed  by  each  officer,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Congress. 

I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  inform  you  that  no  bounty 
is  to  be  allowed  the  soldiers  on  reinlistment,  but  the 
General  is  directed  to  pay  such  soldiers  as  will  reinlist 
for  the  succeeding  year,  their  wages  for  the  months  of  Oc- 
tober, November,  and  December,  and  also  to  advance  to 
them  one  month's  pay ;  and  I  am  ordered  to  recommend 
to  you  to  promote  the  recruiting  service  in  the  present 
army,  as  well  as  in  the  particular  Colony. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

John  Hancock,  President. 


THEODORE  TAN  WTCK  TO  NEW-TTORK  CONGRESS. 

New-York,  December  2,  1775. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  be  elected  a  member  of  this 
Congress,  but  am  sorry  the  publick  did  not  duly  consider 
my  infirmity  in  respect  to  my  hearing,  which  renders  me 
a  very  unfit  person  to  discharge  that  important  trust,  as  I 
am  not  able  to  distinguish  or  understand  any  argument  or 
debate,  unless  the  speakers  are  very  near  me,  which  always 
gives  me  extreme  pain  and  uneasiness.  I  humbly  beg, 
therefore,  in  case  of  my  non-attendance,  that  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Congress,  will  not  impute  it  to  any  unwillingness 
in  me  to  serve  ;  for  1  can  assure  them  that  I  am  a  friend  to 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  country,  and  will  cheerfully 
bear  my  part  of  the  burden  to  preserve  them  inviolate  in 
any  thing  that  I  am  capable  of,  or  properly  qualified  for. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  yours  and  their  very  hum- 
ble servant,  Theodore  Van  Wtck. 
To  Colonel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  New-  York  Pro- 
vincial Congress. 

DECLARATION  OF  THOMAS  COLDEN. 

New-York,  December  7,  1775. 
Thomas  Golden,  High  Sheriff  of  Ulster  County,  having 
received  the  King's  proclamation,  with  Governour  Tryon's 
subjoined,  gave  public  notice  that  he  intended  reading 
said  proclamation  at  St.  Andrew's  Church,  in  Ulster 
County,  on  Saturday,  the  2d  of  December,  1775,  to  all 
such  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  and  all  others  that 
chose  to  attend.  Whereupon  the  Committee  of  Hanover 
Precinct  (the  place  of  his  residence)  met  and  judged  it 
their  duty  to  oppose  every  measure  that  would  have  a 
tendency  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  ministerial  tyranny, 
and  that  would,  on  the  other  hand,  weaken  or  discourage 
the  promoters  and  supporters  of  .<4mencan  freedom,  and 
thereupon  applied  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regi- 
ment of  militia  to  which  they  belong,  who  immediately 
ordered  four  companies  of  militia  to  march  to  the  above- 
mentioned  church,  where  all  the  officers  (Capt.  Cadwalla- 
der  and  C.  Golden,  Jun.,  excepted,)  and  most  of  their  men 
attended,  together  with  three  companies  of  minute-meu, 
at  which  time  and  place  the  following  declaration  was  of- 
fered to  the  Sheriff,  and  then  read  to  the  seven  companies 
then  and  there  present,  who  unanimously  accepted  there- 
of, as  full  satisfaction  for  the  first  publick  offence ;  which 
declaration  he  publicly  signed  at  the  head  of  the  seven 
companies  then  under  arms,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
number  of  spectators  assembled  on  the  occasion,  who  there- 
upon were  dismissed  and  separated  without  the  least  con- 
fusion or  disorder. 

DECLARATION. 

"  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  that  I  have  acted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  draw  the  resentment  of  all  those  that  have 
appeared  friends  to  the  true  interests  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  supporters  of  the  measures  of  the  Continental 
and  Provincial  Congress  ;  and  that  I  am  sorry  for  it,  and 
that  I  will  for  the  future  act  and  behave  as  a  friend  to  the 
measures  adopted  by  the  United  Colonies:  And  that  I 
will  hereafter,  whenever  required  by  the  Committee  where 
I  reside,  be  aiding  and  assisting  in  carrying  into  execution 
the  resolves  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses, 
on  all  occasions,  as  far  as  in  me  lies. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  St.  Andrew's  Church,  in 
Hanover  Precinct,  in  Ulster  County,  the  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1775.  ,.  Thomas  Colden,  Sheriff." 


FBESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    CONVEN- 
TION. 

Philadelphia,  December  2,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  resolutions  I  transmit  you 
by  order  of  Congress.     Your  zeal  in  the  cause  renders 
any  furtljer  recommendation  unnecessary. 

Having  nothing  more  in  charge  to  communicate,  and 
being  much  engaged  in  despatching  expresses,  I  can't  add, 
but  that  I  am,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  t         u  »      -j    ., 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Convention  of  New- 
Hampshire. 


extract  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  IN  THE  NORTH- 
ERN ARMY,  dated  MONTREAL,  DECEMBER  2,  1775. 

Last  night  Gen.  Wooster  received  information,  by  let- 
ters from  Boucharville,  that  a  plan  was  laid  for  cutting  off 
the  communication  between  Gen.  Montgomery's  army  and 
our  garrison,  and  at  one  stroke  to  destroy  all  the  friends  of 
the  United  Colonies ;  that  a  magazine  of  arms.  Sic,  was 
deposited  with  a  captain  of  the  militia;  that  the  scheme 
was  concerted  and  to  be  conducted  by  St.  Luke  La  Gome, 
who  had  a  strong  party  in  readiness  to  put  it  in  execution. 

On  this  intelligence  Col.  Ritzema,  with  a  detachment 
of  one  hundred  men,  among  whom  was  part  of  my  com- 
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pany,  was  ordered  in  quest  of  the  principal  persons  men- 
tioned in  the  information.  About  ten  o'clock  at  night 
embarked  in  three  batteaus,  crossed  the  river,  and  marched 
about  twelve  miles  to  Boucharville,  where  we  surprised 
and  took  St.  Luke  La  Come,  his  son-in-law.  Major  Camp- 
bell, and  several  others,  whom  we  brought  to  General 
Wooster,  who  ordered  them  to  La  Prairie,  in  order  to  be 
sent  down  to  one  of  the  United  Colonies. 

I  do  not  think  the  information  was  supported  by  suffi- 
cient evidence,  but  it  was  such  as  made  it  indispensable 
for  the  General  to  act  as  he  did  ;  and  St.  Luke  La  Come 
was  known  to  be  a  very  dangerous  person  in  Canada. 
Our  garrison  is  weak,  but  General  Wooster  is  taking  the 
most  prudent  and  spirited  measures  to  put  in  the  best  or- 
der of  defence  possible.  I  hope  a  full  conviction  of  the 
very  great  importance  of  this  place,  and  the  necessity  of 
a  powerful  army  to  defend  the  possession,  in  obtaining 
which  Providence  has  favoured  us  in  so  remarkable  a  man- 
ner, will  stimulate  the  United  Colonies  to  send  speedy 
and  ample  supplies  of  men,  well  fitted  with  every  article 
necessary  to  that  end ;  ten  thousand  men  will  secure  the 
country  against  all  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  retake  it 
from  them. 


COMMITTEE  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY  TO  GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Hartford,  December  2,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir  :  The  enclosed  letter  was  delivered  to 
the  Pay-table  last  evening,  but,  as  we  are  not  empowered 
to  take  the  publick  moneys  into  our  hands,  or  proceed  to 
Roxhury  as  desired,  must  refer  the  matter  entirely  to  your 
Honour's  direction.  Should  it  be  thought  best  that  some- 
body go  down,  it  appears  to  us  that  it  must  be  such  as 
have  been  most  conversant  with  the  papers  and  accounts, 
and  that  not  less  than  two  hands  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  and  paying,  but  submit  the  propriety 
and  direction  of  the  whole  to  your  Honour. 

And  are,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servants,  ,,r     r. 

Wm.  Pitkin, 

T.  Seymour, 
O.  Ellsworth. 
P.  S.  We  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Honour  that  the 
Captains  of  the  several  companies  are  now  charged  with  a 
number  of  guns  and  accoutrements  bought  by  the  Colony. 
These  they  must  be  accountable  for  at  settlement,  unless 
somebody  is  empowered  to  receive  the  same,  whose  re- 
ceipt may  discharge  the  Paymasters.  T.  S. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  December  2,  1775. 
Sir  :  The  reason  of  my  giving  you  the  trouble  of  this 
is  the  late  extraordinary  and  reprehensible  conduct  of  some 
of  the  Connecticut  troops.  Some  time  ago,  apprehending 
that  some  of  them  might  be  inclined  to  go  home  when 
their  time  of  inlistment  should  be  up,  I  applied  to  the 
officers  of  the  several  regiments  to  know  whether  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  men  to  continue  until  the  first  o(  Janu- 
ary, or  until  a  sufficient  number  of  other  forces  could  be 
raised  to  supply  their  places ;  who  informed  me  that  they 
believed  the  whole  of  them  would  readily  stay  till  that 
could  be  effected.  Having  discovered  last  week  that  they 
were  very  uneasy  to  leave  the  service,  and  determined 
upon  it,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  summon  the  general 
officers  at  head-quarters,  and  invited  a  delegation  of  the 
General  Court  to  be  present,  that  suitable  measures  might 
be  adopted  for  the  defence  and  support  of  our  lines.  The 
result  was,  that  three  thousand  Minute-men  and  Militia  of 
this  Province,  and  two  thousand  men  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, should  be  called  in  by  the  10th  instant  for  that  pur- 
pose. With  this  determination  the  Connecticut  troops 
were  made  acquainted,  and  requested  and  ordered  to  re- 
main here,  as  the  time  of  most  of  them  would  not  be  out 
before  the  10th,  when  they  would  be  relieved.  Notwith- 
standing this,  yesterday  morning  most  of  them  resolved  to 
leave  the  camp ;  many  went  off,  and  the  utmost  vigilance 
and  industry  were  used  to  apprehend  them ;  several  got 
away  with  their  arms  and  ammunition.  I  have  enclosed 
you  a  list  of  the  names  of  some  of  them  in  General  Put- 
nam's regiment,  only,  who  escaped,  and  submit  to  your 


judgment  whether  some  example  should  not  be  made  of 
these  men,  who  have  basely  deserted  the  cause  of  their 
country  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  the  enemy  are  re- 
ceiving reinforcements. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  one  of  our  armed 
vessels,  the  Lee,  Captain   Manly,  took  and   brought 
the  other  day  a  valuable  store-ship,  bound  to  Boston. 

1  am,  he,  ^ 

G.  Washington, 
To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Governour,  &c. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  2,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  examined  the  papers  belonging  to 
the  sloop  Phoibe,  and,  from  them  and  other  circumstances, 
it  does  not  appear  that  Captain  Broughton  had  good  rea- 
son for  making  seizure  of  her.  Added  to  this,  Governour 
Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island,  has  wrote  a  letter  to  his  Excel- 
lency by  Mr.  James  Abom,  who  is  really  the  owner  of 
this  sloop,  though  she  was,  in  order  to  protect  her  from 
the  enemy,  made  over  to  Mr.  Enoch  Rust,  of  Nova-Sco- 
tia. It  is,  therefore,  his  Excellency's  orders  that  you  de- 
liver the  sloop  aforesaid,  with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances, 
to  Mr.  Abom  or  Captain  Hawkins,  who  will  deliver  you 
this,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant,  at  the 
same  time  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same. 
I  am,  with  great  regard,  yours,  Stc, 

Stephen  Moylan. 
William  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverley. 


COLONEL  MOTLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  2,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  being  now  under  consideration  of  Congress  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  such  vessels  and  crews  as  are  taken 
in  supplying  the  enemy,  it  is  his  Excellency's  pleasure 
that  Captain  Hunter  and  his  crew  return  to  you;  that 
their  private  adventure  be  given  them,  with  liberty  to  dis- 
pose thereof  as  they  think  proper,  and  that  they  be  treated 
with  all  humanity  due  to  fellow-citizens  in  distress.  If 
you  think  proper,  you  may  let  them  live  on  board  the  ves- 
sel until  further  orders.  Your  attention  and  activity  give 
much  pleasure  to  the  General,  which  he  desires  me  to  in- 
form you  of. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.    MOYLAN. 

To  Wm.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Agent  for  the  Brigantine  Nancy. 


To  Captain  John  Glover,  the  same. 


ELEAZAR   WHEELOCK   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Dartmouth  College,  December  2,  1775.    t 
Much  honoured  and  respected  Sir  :  On  the  13th 
ult.  the  famous  Major  Rogers  came  to  my  house  from  a 
tavern  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  he  called  for  refresh- 
ment. I  had  never  before  seen  him.  He  was  in  but  ordinary 
habit  for  one  of  his  character.     He  treated  me  with  great 
respect ;  said  he  came  from  London  in  July,  and  had  spent 
twenty  days  with  the  Congress,  in  Philadelphia,  and  I  for- 
get how  many  at  New-  York ;  had  been  offered  and  urged  to 
take  a  commission  in  favour  of  the  Colonies,  but,  as  he  was 
now  in  half  pay  from  the  Crown,  he  thought  proper  not  to 
accept  it ;  that  he  had  fought  two  battles  in  Algiers,  under 
the  Dey  ;  that  he  was  now  on  a  design  to  take  care  of  some 
lart^e  grants  of  land  made  to  him ;  that  he  was  now  going 
to  visit  his  sister,  at  Moor's  Town,  and  then  return  by  Mern- 
mack  River,  to  visit  his  wife,  whom  he  had  not  yet  seen 
since  his  return  from  England ;  that  he  had  got  a  pass  or 
license  to  travel  from  the  Continental  Congress ;  that  he 
came  in  to  offer  his  service  to  procure  a  large  interest  for 
this  College ;  that  the  reputation  of  it  was  great  in  Eng- 
land; that  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  many   other  noblemen, 
had  spoken  of  it,  in  his  hearing,  with  expressions  of  highest 
esteem  and  respect ;  that  Capt.  Holland,  Surveyor-General, 
now  at  New-  York,  was  a  great  friend  to  me  and  the  Col- 
lege, and  would  assist  me  in  the  affair ;  and  that  now  was 
the  most  favourable  time  to  apply  for  a  large  grant  of  lands 
for  it. 

I  thanked  him  for  expressions  of  his  kindness,  but,  after 
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I  had  shown  some  coldness  in  accepting  it,  he  proposed  to 
write  me  in  his  journey  and  let  me  i<no\v  where  1  might  write 
him,  and  he  should  be  ready  to  perform  any  friendly  office 
in  the  affair.  He  said  he  was  in  haste  to  pursue  his  journey 
that  evening.  He  went  to  the  aforesaid  tavern  and  tarried 
all  night ;  the  next  morning  told  the  landlord  he  was  out  of 
money  and  could  not  pay  his  reckoning — which  was  three 
shillings — but  would  pay  him  on  his  return,  which  would 
be  within  about  three  months,  and  went  on  his  way  to  Lyme ; 
since  which  1  have  heard  nothing  from  him.  But  yester- 
day two  soldiers,  viz  :  Palmer,  of  Orford,  (whom  they  say 
was  Lieutenant  under  Colonel  Bedel,)  and  Kennedy,  of 
Haverhill,  on  their  return  from  Montreal,  informed  me  that 
our  officers  were  assured  by  a  Frenchman,  a  Captain  of 
the  artillery,  whom  they  had  taken  captive,  that  Major 
Rogers  was  second  in  command  under  General  Carleton ; 
and  that  he  had  lately  been  in  Indian  habit  through  our 
encampments  at  St.  John's,  and  had  given  a  plan  of  them 
to  the  General ;  and  suppose  that  he  made  his  escape  with 
the  Indians,  which  were  at  St.  John's. 

This  account  is  according  to  the  best  of  my  remembrance. 
If  it  shall  prove  of  any  service  to  detect  such  an  enemy  1 
shall  be  glad ;  if  not,  my  intention  will,  1  trust,  apologise 
for  what  I  have  wrote. 

I  am,  much  honoured  Sir,  with  much  esteem  and  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Eleazar  Wheelock. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO  THE    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE 
OF    SAFETY. 

Winter  Hill,  December  2,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that 
the  Connecticut  forces  not  only  determine  to  quit  our  lines 
at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  but,  to  their  eternal  infamy, 
endeavoured  to  leave  us  yesterday,  which  was  five  days 
before  their  time  expired.  We  can  therefore  have  no  hope 
of  their  tarrying  after  the  6th.  Half  of  General  Putnam's 
regiment  is  now  under  guard.  The  people  who  have  es- 
caped from  Boston  inform  us  that  the  enemy  are  fully  ac- 
quainted with  our  situation,  and  will  probably  take  advan- 
tage of  it.  For  heaven's  sake  despatch  your  forces  as  soon 
as  possible 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 

servant.  ■,        c 

John  Sullivan. 

Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  Captain  Odiome,  the  bearer  hereof,  says  he 
thinks  he  can  raise  a  number  of  men  to  march  immediately. 
If  so,  should  recommend  him ;  but  this  is  more  properly 
your  province.  J.  S. 

extract  or  A  letter  from  an  officer  at  boston,  to 

A  friend  in  EDINBURGH,  DATED  DEC.  2,   1775. 

Our  condition  is  better  than  it  has  lately  been,  but  it  is 
still  far  from  being  comfortable.  We  are  obliged  to  have 
a  number  of  our  men  employed,  night  and  day,  amidst  the 
frost  and  snow,  in  guarding  our  out-posts,  and  watching  the 
motions  of  the  Rebels.  Many  of  our  men  are  sick,  and 
fresh  provisions  very  dear.*  But  the  Rebels  must  be  in  a 
much  worse  condition  from  their  want  of  clothing  and  pro- 
per shelter.  I  hope  one  severe  winter  campaign  (and,  in- 
deed, it  promises  to  be  a  very  severe  one)  will  cool  their 
enthusiasm.  We  are  much  afraid  that  the  Nancy  trans- 
port, loaded  with  a  great  quantity  of  artillery,  ammunition, 
fee,  of  which  the  Rebels  were  in  great  want,  has  fallen  into 
their  hands. 

•  Prick  Cdreent  at  Boston,  December  1,  1775. — ^The  head  of  a 
sheep,  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  ;  salt,  one  dollar  a  hogshead,  by  the  quan- 
tity; Jamaica  rum,  four  shillings;  West-India  do.  3«.  3d,  sterling  per 
gallon  ;  fresh  fish,  one  shilling  sterling  per  pound  ;  geese,  two  dollars 
each;  turkies,  three  do.;  ducks,  one  do.;  fowls,  three  quarters  do.; 
hams,  two  shillings  sterling  per  pound  ;  a  keg  of  watcr.bread,  fourteen 
shillings  sterling;  do.  butter.brcad,  twenty-one  do.;  fresh  beef,  fresh 
pork,  mutton,  lamb,  cheese,  and  butter,  fifteen  ponce  sterling  per 
pound  ;  veal,  rice,  peas,  none  in  Boston ;  apples,  five  dollars  a  barrel ; 
sheep,  eight  dollars  each  ;  eggs,  four  shillings  sterling  a  dozen  ;  flour 
and  ship  broad,  forty  shillings  sterhngcwt.;  potatoes,  six  shillings 
sterling  a  bushel ;  onions,  a  pistarcen  a  rope  ;  four  calves'  feet,  three 
shillings  sterling  ;  fire-wood,  ten  dollars  a  cord  ;  and  every  other  kind 
of  necessaries  in  proportion. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE  EARI,  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  December  2,  1775. 

Mr  Lord:  For  your  Lordship's  most  perfect  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  this  Army,  I  have  done  myself  the 
honour  to  enclose  copies  of  returns  and  estimates,  with  my 
own  occasional  remarks,  which  1  have  transmitted  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  by  this  opportunity  ; 
also  a  copy  of  my  letter  accompanying  them,  for  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration ;  to  which  1  have  nothing  further  to 
add,  than  that  1  am,  &.C.,  y^   Howe. 

Earl  of  Dartmouth.  

Return  of  Provisions  in  store,  at  Boston,  the  I6th  No- 
vember, 1775,  and  how  long  the  same,  with  those  since 
deposited,  will  serve  twelve  thousand  men,  at  the  allow- 
ance now  issued  for  want  of  pease  and  rice,  viz  : 

In  store,  belonging  to  the  Crown,  3^  casks  suet ;  12,880 
pounds  pork  ;  23,4891bs.  dried  cod-fish  ;  9,o57  bushels  of 
wheat;  521,590lbs.  flour;  94,0441bs. bread  ;  20,384  pints 
oil. 

In  store,  belonging  to  the  Contractors,  764,6901bs.  pork ; 
552,499lbs.  flour;  9,6331bs.  bread;  48,196lbs.  butter; 
9,857lbs.  rice 

November  2S,  deposited  by  do.,  982  barrels  flour,  of  the 
ship  Queen  of  Naples,  cargo  from  London;  the  rest,  being 
813  barrels  flour,  have  proved  bad  and  unfit  for  use — 
223,896lbs.  flour. 

Total :  3J  casks  suet ;  777,570lbs.  pork ;  23,4691bs. 
dried  cod-fish;  9,857  bushels  wheat;  l,297,985bls.  flour; 
103,677lbs.  bread;  48,1961bs.  butler;  20,384  pints  oil; 
9,857 lbs.  rice. 

The  pork  and  fish  will  serve  twelve  thousand  men  ninety- 
nine  days,  ending  the  26th  February  next. 

The  wheat,  flour,  and  bread,  will  serve  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  days,  ending  24th  March  next. 

And  the  butter  and  oil,  will  serve  one  hundred  and  six 
days,  ending  the  4th  March  next. 

The  suet  and  rice  are  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  hos- 
pitals. 

The  cargo  of  the  snow  Industry,  from  Bristol,  is  not 
included  in  the  above  return  ;  she  began  to  discharge  two 
days  ago. 

The  live  stock  is  likewise  not  included. 

D.  Chamier,  Commissary  of  Provisions. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Hon.  Sir  fVilliam  Howe,  Major- 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  Sic.  8ic. 
Boston,  November  29,  1775. 

OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE    PROVISION   RETURN. 

By  the  return  herewith  enclosed,  it  appears  that  there 
are  not  provisions  for  the  army,  in  store,  to  serve  longer 
than  the  beginning  of  March,  1776. 

Six  months  biscuit,  for  twenty  thousand  men,  of  a  qual- 
ity to  keep  twelve  months,  may  prove  of  essential  service 
in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  as  the  conveniences 
for  baking  bread  cannot  be  always  had  in  this  country  ;  and 
if  the  biscuits  be  made  of  about  six  to  the  pound,  they  will 
pack  the  better. 

It  is  requested  that  one-fifth  part  of  the  meat  designed 
for  the  army  may  be  beef. 

An  additional  quantity  of  the  small  species,  especially 
oat-meal,  rice,  suet,  and  vinegar,  will  be  requisite  for  the 
use  of  the  hospitals. 

One-third  of  the  whole  to  be  packed  up  in  small  casks, 
which  should  not  exceed  one  hundred  pound  gross,  for  the 
convenience  of  carrying  two  of  them  upon  a  horse. 

W.  Howe. 

Return  of  effective  Horses,  Cattle,  and  Sheep,  with  the 
quantity  of  Forage  in  store,  and  the  number  of  days  it 
will  last. 

Departments. 

Light  Dragoons,  234  horses. 

Generals  and  Officers,  160  horses. 

Royal  Artillery,  200  horses. 

Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  80  horses,  100  cattle,  400 

sheep. 
Total:  674  horses;  100  cattle;  400  sheep. 
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The  whole  will  last, 


In  Store. 

450  tons  hay  ;  12,391  bushels  oats;  5,640  bushels  Indian 
corn  ;   12,861  bushels  bran. 

Hay,       -     -     -     -     100  days. 
Oats,  &c.,    -     -     -     150  days. 

Expected. 
From  Canada:  150  tons  hay;  10,000  bushels  oats;  5,000 

bushels  bran. 
From  Nova-Scotia :  1 50  tons  hay. 
Total :  300  tons  hay ;  10,000  bushels  oats ;  5,000  bushels 

bran. 

The  whole  will  last,      \  "Y'  o    "     "     "     "       S  ?^''' 
'      I  Oats,  &c.,    -     -     -       50  days. 

N.  B.  The  ration,  at  the  present  allowance,  is  13^ 
pence. 

In  case  of  scarcity,  the  damaged  flour  now  in  store,  to 

the  amount  of  three  thousand  barrels,  equal  to  600,000 

weight,  may  be  made  use  of  by  mixing  a  proportion  with 

oats,  corn,  &c.,  which  will  increase  the  price  of  the  ration 

to  1*.  9id.  „.   rj 

W.  Howe. 

Head.Quartere,  Boston,  Nov,  27,  1775. 

State  of  the  Barrack  Bedding,  Furniture,  and  Fuel,  in 

the  care  of  the  Barrackmaster. 

At  Boston. 

Bedding :  3,333  bed  cases ;  4,149  bolster  cases ;  577  rugs ; 
2,321  blankets;  4,280  pair  sheets;  16  mattresses  and 
pillows. 

Furniture:  1,052  iron  pots;  705  grates;  296  pair  dog- 
irons  ;  229  tongs  ;  231  shovels  ;  202  axes  ;  316  candle- 
sticks ;  120  iron  stoves;  1,020  trammels;  600  pokers ; 
500  ash-boxes;  425  buckles;  120  mallets;  260  iron 
wedges;  250  tables;  320  forms;  120  chairs;  36  lan- 
terns. 

Fuel  and  Candles :  668  cords  of  wood  ;  899  chaldrons 
coals;  10,000  pounds  candles. 

Ordered  from  England,  and  daily  expected. 

Bedding :  3,376  bed  cases ;  2,560  bolster  cases ;  3,650 
rugs  ;  8,000  blankets  ;  3,945  pair  sheets  :  50  tons  flocks. 

Furniture  :  50  iron  stoves. 

Fuel  and  Candles :  4,000  chaldrons  coals ;  25,000  pounds 
candles. 

Total. 

Bedding:  6,709  bed  cases;  6,709  bolster  cases;  4,227 
rugs;  10,321  blankets;  8,225  pair  sheets;  50  tons 
flocks  ;  16  mattresses  and  pillows. 

Furniture  :  1,052  iron  pots ;  705  grates  ;  296  pairs  of  dog- 
irons;  229  tongs;  231  shovels  ;  202  axes;  316  candle- 
sticks; 170  iron  stoves;  1,020  trammels;  600  pokers; 
500  ash  boxes;  425  buckles;  120  mallets;  260  iron 
wedges;  250  tables;  320  forms;  120  chairs;  36  lan- 
terns. 

Fuel  and  Candles :  668  cords  of  wood ;  4,899  chaldrons 
coals ;  35,000  pounds  candles. 

N.  B.  In  the  first  article  of  bedding  at  Boston,  is  in- 
cluded 1,000  sets  of  bedding  got  from  the  transports,  equal 
to  half  the  number  of  double  beds. 

The  coals  and  candles  are  ordered  from  England  by  me, 
independent  of  that  1  now  learn  is  ordered  by  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  And  there  is  now  at 
Halifax  10,000  cords  of  wood,  ready  to  be  transported 
hither  when  transports  can  be  spared  to  fetch  it ;  5,000 
cords  of  wood  are  directed  to  be  cut  against  the  spring ; 
and  by  that  time  6,000  chaldrons  of  coals,  now  digging, 
will  be  ready  to  be  shipped  at  Spanish  River,  in  the  Island 
of  Cape  Breton. 

Jambs  Robertson,  Barrackmaster- General, 
Boston,  December  1,  1775. 


Distribution. 

Wagons.  Horses. 

For  the  baggage  of  one  battalion,       -     -     -     12  48 

Twenty-nine  more, 348  1,392 

For  the  soldiers' tents  of  one  battalion,  -     -       0  10 

Twenty-nine  more,  -------       o  290 

For  the  bread  of  one  battalion,     -     -     -     .       4  16 

Twenty-nine  more,  -------116  464 

For  the  baggage  of  one  regiment-of  cavalry,       8  32 

One  more,      --.-.....       g  32 

For  the  bread  of  one  regiment  of  cavalry,    -       2  8 

One  more,     -- 2  8 

For  the  generals  and  staff  officers,  including 

their  saddle  horses,      -----     40  342 

To  mount  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  -     -     -       0  600 
For  the  saddle-horses  of  the  officers  of  one 

battalion  of  infantry,  supposed  to  be,       0  14 

Twenty -nine  more,   -------       0  406 

Total, 540      3,662 

Forage  for  the  above  Horses. 

For  what  time.  Hay— Tons.     Oats— Tons. 

Rat.  20  lb.        Rat.  9  lb. 

For  one  day, 33  15 

For  ninety-one  days,     -     -     -     -       3,003  1,365 

N.  B.  Complete  harness  wanting  for  four  hundred  and 
ninety  wagons ;  four  horses  to  each  wagon. 

Effective  Horses  and  Wagons  in  the  Garrison. 

Distribution. 

Horses.  Wagons. 

Light  Dragoons, 0  234 

Ditto  Quartermaster-General,  -     -     -     -     50  80 

Generals  and  other  officers,       -     -     .     -       0  160 

50  474 

Wanting  to  complete, 490         3,188 

Total, 540  3,662 

It  is  intended  that  the  magazines  for  this  army  should 
be  carried  by  water,  and  not  more  than  twenty  miles  dis- 
tance from  it. 

Head-Quarters,  Boston,  27th  November,  1775. 

II.  Proportion  of  Bait-Horses  for  the  carriage  of  the 
Baggage  of  the  same  Army,  with  Wagons  to  carry 
Bread,  Provisions,  and  the  General  Officers'  baggage. 

Distribution. 

Horses,  Wag. 
Lieutenant-colonel,  -     9^ 


Major, 7 

8  captains,  5  each,   -  40 

18  subalterns,  3  to  2,  27 

1  to  the  general's  com.,  2' 


5  staff,  2  each, 


10 


95 


For  one  battalion, 
batt-horses  in- 
cluded, -     -     -      95    uA 


Twenty-nine  more,  2755 


Bread,  -----     4  )  For  one  battalion,  28        7 

Provisions,      -     -     -     3  5  Twenty-nine  more,  812    203 

For  mounting  two  regiments  of  cavalry,     -     -  600 

Batt-horses  for  ditto,  ---          .    .     .     .  qq 

Bread,       -     -     -     -     ^ )  tk     .           •       .  ^,>,/» 

n      ■■                           ^  >  1?  or  two  regiments,  40      10 
Provisions,     -     -     -     4  5                    ^ 

For  the  general   and   staff  officers,  including 

their  saddle-horses,  --------  342      40 


Total, 4,738    260 

Forage  for  the  above  Horses. 

Hay— Tons,  Oats— Tons. 

Rat.  20  lb.  Rat.  9  lb. 

For  one  day, 43  20 

For  ninety-one  days, 3,913  1,820 

Horses.  WagOM. 

Difference  between  the  two  returns,     -     -    1,076       280 


Two  Estimates  of  Horses  and  Wagons  loanting  for  the 
Campaign,  1776. 

I.   Supply  of  Wagons  for  an  Army  of  thirty  Battalions 

of  Infantry  and  two  Regiments  of  Cavalry,  for  the     Horses 

carriage    of  Baggage,  Bread,  and  Provisions,  with 

.    Horses  in  proportion : 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  it.  11 


Return  of  Horses  wanting  for  the  Field  Artillery,  with 
Forage  for  ninety-one  days. 

Hay— Tons.  Oats— Tons- 
Rat.  20  lb.      Rat,  9  lb, 
C  Effective,    -     -    -     200 


Wanting  to  complete,  448 
Total, 648 


546 


273 
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Proper  saddles  wanting  for  the  whole  number  of  batt- 


horses. 


William  Sherriff,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 


Report  of  the  Cargo  of  the   Ship  Queen   of  Naples, 
Captain  Powell,  from  London,  shipped  on  the  Con- 
tractors' account,  and  consigned  to  their  Agent,  Henrx 
Lloyu,  Esq.,  at  Boston,  viz  : 
Barrels  of  flour,  good,       ------     744 

Ditto,  fit  for  present  use, -     233 

Sour  and  bad, ^^^ 

Total, 1.795  barrels. 

D.  CiiAMiER,  Com.  of  Stores  and  Provisions. 
To  his  Excellency  the  Hon.    fV.  Howe,  Major-General 
and  Commander-in-Chief,  &c. 

Boston,  29th  November,  1775. 

Return  of  Stores  wanted  for  service  of  His  Majesty's 

works  in  the  Engineers'  Department  at  Boston,  1th 

August,  enclosed  to  tht  Honourable  Board  of  Ordnance, 

I9th  August,  1775,  viz : 

Chevaux-de-frize,  sets,      .-..----  200 

Cuirasses  with  head  pieces,  sets,       -----  50 

Calthrops  or  crow's  feet,  lb.  weight,       -     -     -     -  2,000 

Crows  of  iron,   -----------  100 

Hammers,  hand,      ...-------  100 

Hammers,  sledge,  ----------  50 

Carpenters'  tools  in  boxes,  sets,  ------  6 

Grindstones,  with  troughs,  &.c.     ------  20 

Mantelets  of  cured  hides,  --------  200 

Hambrough  lines,  skeins,  --------  100 

Intrenching  Tools. 

Axes,  broad,     -----------  200 

Axes,  felling, 600 

Axes,  pick, 1,000 

Hand-hatchets, 1,000 

Barrows,  wheel,      ----------  500 

Barrows,  hand,  -----------  300 

Spades,  common,    - 2,000 

Spades,  ditching,     ----------  500 

Shovels,  shod, 1,500 

Shovels,  iron,    -----------  500 

Hand-bills, 1,000 

Saws,  hand,  ------------  100 

Saws,  cross  cut,      ----------  50 

Sand-bags,  bushel,  -------  10,000  )  „„  „„„ 

Sand-bags,  half  bushel, 10,000  5'^"'""" 

Spikes,  of  sorts,  size  from  5  to  8  J  inches,  barrels,  -  20 

Nails,  24(/.,  barrels, 10 

Augurs,  of  sorts,     ----------  200 

Rope. 

Tarred  :  4J  inch,  2 ;  3  inch,  2 ;  2J  inch,  3 ;  2  inch,  3. 
White:  3 J  inch,  2;  2  inch,  3;  IJ  inch,  3. 

Total :  18  coils. 

October  1st,  an  addition  was  thought  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  be  made  to  the  within  return,  by  adding  the  follow- 
ing artificers : 
■Carpenters,  master,      ----------      l 

Ditto,       foreman,    ----------      1 

Ditto,       carpenters,     ---------20 

Bricklayers,  master,     ----------      l 

Ditto,       bricklayers,     ---------      6 

Blacksmiths,  master,    ----------      1 

Ditto,        blacksmiths,  ---------     6 

Wheelwrights,  ------------     2 

38 

The  company  of  artificers  to  be  sent  out  to  serve  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  commanding  engineer,  as  at 
Jfewfoimdland,  Gibraltar,  &c. 

John  Montresor,  Commanding- Engineer. 
His  Excellency  Major-General  Howe. 

Remarks. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  begin  the  campaign  with  six 
months  forage  in  the  magazines,  which  cannot  be  procured 
in  this  country  in  its  present  situation,  therefore  it  must  be 
looked  for  from  Europe. 


Rhode-Island,  from  the  best  information,  can  supply 
fifteen  thousand  tons  of  hay  in  a  season,  but  still  great 
difficulties  will  arise  in  procuring  it,  if  the  inhabitants  of 
that  island  are  inimical,  as  you  must  depend  upon  them  to 
cut  and  cure  the  hay.  The  same  observation  will  answer 
with  respect  to  Long-Island  and  Statcn-Island  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  New-York.  Therefore  upon  this  uncertainty  the 
dependence  upon  magazines  must  be  upon  Europe. 

The  army  being  in  the  field,  may  furnish  itself  with 
green  forage  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of 
September. 

Canada  is  able  to  supply  the  articles  of  oats  and  bran  ; 
but  the  length  and  uncertainty  of  the  voyage  is  such,  that 
it  is  thought  these  articles  may  be  brought  from  England 
or  Ireland  full  as  cheap,  and  with  this  advantage,  that  oats 
in  particular  are  far  superior  in  quality. 

As  to  horses,  wagons,  and  harness,  when  the  present 
temper  of  the  Americans  is  considered,  they  certainly  will 
drive  off  every  thing  of  that  kind,  wherever  the  army  ap- 
pears ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  should  any  one  of  the  Pro- 
vinces return  to  their  duty,  it  would  furnish  the  army  with 
these  articles  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  war. 

W.  Howe. 

Head.Quarters,  Boslon,  27th  November,  1775. 


LORD   STIRLING  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Dec.  8th,  referred  to  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  W.  Livingston.] 


Head-Quarters,  Elizabcthtown,  New.Jersoy, 
December  3,  1775. 


I 


Sir:  On  my  leaving  Philadelphia,  the  22d  November, 
I  proceeded  to  Burlington,  in  order  to  meet  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  New-Jersey,  and  to  prevail  on  them  to 
take  proper  measures  for  securing  arms  for  the  two  New- 
Jersey  regiments,  and  to  get  the  barracks  in  this  Province 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  those  regiments.  Son)e  mea- 
sures were  that  evening  agreed  to,  which  I  hope  will  for- 
ward the  service,  but  I  fear  will  not  be  quite  effectual.  I 
proceeded  the  next  morning  to  Trenton,  and  there  des- 
patched particular  orders  to  each  of  the  Captains  to  assem- 
ble their  companies,  (on  the  days  agreed  upon  with  the 
Paymaster.)  for  reviewing  and  paying  them  off  to  the  first 
of  this  month,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  leave  their  coun- 
ties and  go  into  barracks.  On  Friday,  I  went  on  to  Bruns- 
wick, in  order  to  get  barracks  there  put  in  order.  On  Sa- 
turday, I  went  to  my  own  house  at  Baskinridge.  On 
Monday,  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  paymaster,  joined  me  according 
to  appointment.  On  Tuesday,  at  Morristown,  we  reviewed 
and  paid  off  the  two  companies  commanded  by  Captains 
Morris  and  Howell.  After  dismissing  two  or  three  men 
from  each  company,  I  think  they  are  the  best  body  of  new 
men  I  ever  saw.  On  Wednesday,  we  proceeded  to  Eliza- 
bethtown,  in  hopes  of  meeting,  according  to  appointment, 
the  two  companies  commanded  by  Captains  Myers  and 
Necker,  but  they  being  neither  complete  nor  mustered,  I 
was  obliged  to  adjourn  their  review  till  tiie  next  week.  The 
latter  I  found  very  deficient,  and  poorly  officered.  I,  there- 
fore, posted  Ensign  DaWas,  of  Captain  Morris's  company, 
to  act  as  second  lieutenant  to  Captain  Necker's,  on  a  pro- 
mise of  his  recruiting  twenty  men  for  it  in  a  week's  time, 
which  1  have  no  doubt  he  will  perform.  On  Thursday, 
we  proceeded  to  Brunswick,  and  were  that  and  the  next 
day  employed  in  reviewing  and  clearing  off  the  two  com- 
panies commanded  by  Captains  Conway  and  Polhemus. 
Captain  Piatt  brought  his  company  to  Rarilon  Landing, 
but  as  he  was  not  mustered,  nor  had  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  present,  his  muster  was  adjourned  to  Monday,  and 
then  to  march  to  Elizabethtoion.  These  three  companies, 
after  a  little  purging,  are  very  good  recruits. 

On  Saturday,  I  returned  to  this  place.  Mr.  Lowrie  pro- 
ceeded to  the  westward,  and  purposes  next  week  to  clear 
off  Colonel  Maxwell's  regiment.  Captain  Longstreet,  of 
Monmouth  County,  reported  lo  me  at  Brunswick  that  his 
company  is  near  complete,  but  scattered  at  so  great  dis- 
tance that  it  will  be  impossible  to  assemble  them  in  less 
than  ten  days.  I  have  appointed  Friday,  the  15th  inst., 
to  review  and  muster  them  at  Amboy,  and  then  to  put 
them  in  barracks.  These  Captains  all  complain  very  hea- 
vily of  the  usage  they  meet  with  from  the  justices,  who  issue 
warrants  against  the  men  on  the  smallest  pretence.  They 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  off  a  number  of  trifling  and  vexa- 
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tious  demands  ;  but  if  this  is  suffered  to  go  on,  and  tiie  men 
put  under  stoppage  for  the  repayment  of  it,  they  must 
perisli  in  service  for  want  of  necessary  clothing.  I  have, 
therefore,  ordered  the  Captains  to  make  no  engagements 
which  can  interfere  with  the  necessities  of  tiie  men.  A 
number  of  them  are  now  in  the  different  jails  for  small 
debts,  which  is  the  reason  why  some  of  the  companies  ap- 
pear so  small  in  the  enclosed  returns.  By  a  law  of  this 
Province,  made  during  the  last  war,  no  man  inlisted  in 
Provincial  service,  could  be  taken  from  that  service  for  a 
debt  less  than  15/.  (Proc.)  to  any  one  person,  or  60/.  in 
the  whole  of  his  debts.  If  a  similar  rule  be  not  now 
adopted,  I  am  afraid  much  confusion  will  ensue.  What 
was  found  necessary  then,  is  now  absolutely  so  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Continental  army.  I  have  met  with  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  about  barracks.  Assembly,  Coinmittee  of 
Safety,  County  Committee,  and  Barrackmaster,  refer  me 
from  one  to  the  other  whenever  I  apply  for  the  possession 
or  repair  of  any  of  them  ;  at  this  place,  indeed,  the  com- 
mittee have  ordered  them  to  be  cleared  out  and  repaired. 
I  believe  to-morrow  we  sh-.dl  have  two  or  three  companies 
in  them.  \i  Brunswick,  they  are  occupied  by  people  who 
thought  it  not  safe  to  remain  in  New-  York.  At  Amboy, 
the  barrackmaster  is  under  the  absolute  direction  of  the 
Governour,  and  no  acting  Committee  there ;  this  barrack- 
master is  in  possession  of  five  hundred  good  new  blankets, 
desirable  objects  to  us  at  present. 

I  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  27tb,  till  my  arrival 
at  this  place,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  finding  from  Mr.  P. 
V.  B.  Livingston,  that  there  was  neither  Convention  nor 
Committee  of  Safety  in  being  at  New-York,  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  McKesson,  Secretary  to  their  late  Convention,  to  know 
whom  it  was  proper  to  correspond  with  on  pnblick  matters. 
His  answer  and  my  letter  to  Colonel  Maxwell,  you  have 
copies  of  herewith. 

Of  the  six  companies  ordered  to  the  fortress  on  Hud- 
soii  river,  one  of  those  of  my  regiment  will  move  this 
week,  the  other  two  next  week.  1  hope  the  three  com- 
panies of  Colonel  MaxwelPs  regiment  will  move  near  the 
same  time.  In  our  scattered  situation,  without  great 
towns,  it  is  difficult  to  fit  out  men  as  they  ought  to  be  sud- 
denly.    Their  stockings  are  yet  at  Philadelphia. 

I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  fill  up  the  Quartermas- 
ter's commission  with  the  name  of  Abncr  Hetfield.  A 
surgeon  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  if  Congress  allows  one 
to  my  regiment,  I  should  be  glad  that  William  Barnet, 
Jun.,  be  appointed  to  it.  Both  these  gentlemen  are  well 
known  to  Mr.  William  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Crane.  I 
think  they  are  both  well  qualified  for  the  respective  offi- 
ces. 

We  are  much  in  want  of  an  authentick  edition  of  the 
Continental  Articles  of  War;  if  they  were  published,  each 
regiment  should  be  possessed  of  at  least  two  dozen  of 
them.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  order  them  to  be 
delivered  to  Mr.  Lowrie,  who  will  forward  them. 

No  provision  is  yet  made,  that  I  know  of,  for  ammuni- 
tion. I  shall  be  glad  to  be  instructed  with  regard  to  it,  as 
well  as  camp  equipage,  &c.  I  have  do  doubt  the  Con- 
gress will  put  us  on  the  same  footing  with  the  other  corps 
in  the  Continental  service.  But  it  is  necessary  I  should 
know  how  to  regulate  these  matters. 

It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  write  to  you  before.  I 
have  seized  the  first  leizure  hour  to  make  up  for  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant,  o_ 

'  Stirling. 


The  members  elected  for  a  Provincial  Congress,  and 
myself,  receive  and  open  all  correspondence  on  publick 
affairs,  or  from  the  Continental  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  my  Ijord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  McKesson, 
Lord  Stirling. 

LORD    STIRLING    TO    COLONEL    MAXWELL. 

Brunswick,  Decembrr  2,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Continental  Congress  are  extremely 
pressing  and  anxious  about  the  march  of  the  six  companies 
to  the  North  River.  One  company  of  my  regiment 
marches  next  Wednesday ;  another  will  soon  follow.  And 
I  must  beg  you'll  exert  yourself  to  get  off  the  three  com- 
panies of  your  regiment.  You  may  choose  the  routes  for 
them  either  through  Sussex  to  Neiv-Windsor,  or  by  Mor- 
ristown  or  Elizabethtown  to  Dobbs's  Ferry ;  but  you  will 
take  care  to  give  me  as  early  notice  as  possible  of  their 
march,  that  I  may  have  sloops  ready  at  the  place  they  are 
to  embark  at. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  Colonel  Maxwell. 

Return  of  the  Eastern  or  First  Regiment  of  Foot  of 
New-Jersey,  in  the  Continental  service. 
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The  following  as  reported,  but  not  mustered,  reviewed,  or 
paid. 


Reviewed. 


Where. 


At    present    at     Raritan 
Landing* 

Elizabethtownt 

Do.t 

Monmouth^ 


Companies  com. 
manded  by, 


Daniel  Piatt 

And.  McMyere. 
Joseph  Meeker. 
Elias  Longstreet 
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inclusive. 


H 


O 


S 
< 


few. 
few. 
few. 
feW. 


*  To  be  mustered  the  5th,  and  to  march  to  Elizabethtown. 
t  To  he  mustered  the  5th,  at  Elizabethtown. 
I  I'o  be  mustered  the  9th,  at  Elizabethtown. 
5  To  be  musteretl  the  15tli,  at  Aniboy. 

December  2,  1775. 


Stirling. 


JOHN    MCKESSON    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

New-York,  November  30,  1775. 
Mr  Lord:  I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  this  day.  The 
Provincial  Congress  was  to  have  met  some  days  ago.  The 
members  from  several  counties  are  here  attending,  and  it 
is  expected  they  will  be  sufficiently  numerous  to-morrow, 
or  on  Monday,  at  farthest,  to  proceed  to  business.  Who 
will  be  elected  to  preside  is  uncertain ;  but  as  Nathaniel 
Woodhull,  Esq.,  was  the  last  who  presided,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  correspondence  you  mention  will 
most  properly  be  directed  to  him  for  the  present.  Colonel 
Woodhull  lodges  so  near  to  me  that,  if  your  letters  are  sent 
to  me,  I  will  see  that  they  are  delivered  immediately. 
There  is  not  any  Committee  of  Safety  here  at  present. 


CAPTAIN    ROBERT    ERSKINE    TO   THE    OmCERS    Or  THE 
FIRST  NEW-JERSEY  BATTALION. 

Ringwood,  December  2,  1775. 
"In  Provincial  Congress,  Trenton,  New- Jersey,  August 
17,  1775: — This  Congress  being  informed  by  John  Fell, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Deputies  for  the  County  o(  Bergen,  that 
Robert  Erskine,  Esq.,  hath,  at  his  own  expense,  provided 
Arms,  and  accoutred  an  Independent  Company  of  Foot 
Militia  in  said  County,  do  highly  approve  of  his  zeal  in  the 
same,  and  do  order  that  he  be  commissioned  as  Captain  of 
said  Company. 

"A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Wm.  Paterson,  Secretary." 
Gentlemen  :  Above  is  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the 
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Provincial  Congress,  upon  tlie  sanction  of  which  1  have 
raised  and  disciplined  an  Independent  Company  of  Foot  at 
the  iron-works  under  my  direction. 

The  Congress,  no  doubt,  in  granting  this  licence,  con- 
sidered that  iron,  being  a  staple  commodity  of  the  Province, 
iron-works  in  general  deserved  every  encouragement ;  and, 
in  particular,  that  as  those  for  which  I  am  concerned  are  of 
■  the  greatest  consequence,  it  was  highly  proper  the  persons 
belonging  to  them  should  be  subject  to  their  direction,  both 
in  a  civil  and  military  capacity,  without  which  the  hands 
could  not  be  kept  togeilier,  nor  the  works  carried  on  in 
times  of  general  commotion  ;  and  that  therefore  they  should 
be  in  a  situation  both  to  defend  iliernselves,  and  assist  their 
neighbours  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity.  Their  company, 
indeed,  could  not  be  called  off  without  stopping  them,  as, 
exclusive  of  officers,  whose  presence  are  constantly  want- 
ed, it  consists  of  forgemen,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  and 
other  hands,  whose  attendance  is  daily  required.  I  dare 
say,  however,  there  is  not  a  man  belonging  to  it  but  would 
willingly  lend  his  aid  in  a  case  of  extremity,  when  every 
consideration  must  give  way  to  the  salvation  of  the  country. 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  principles  upon  which  I  un 
derstood  the  Congress  favoured  me  with  their  commission  ; 
in  consequence  of  which  I  have  been  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pense in  arms,  uniforms,  and  discipline.  I  am  therefore 
persuaded  that  neither  the  Congress  nor  the  officers  in 
general  of  the  battalions  now  raising,  would  wish  to  de- 
prive the  works  of  their  hands,  particularly  such  as  had 
engaged  to  serve  in  this  company,  and  were  already  trained, 
unless  it  were  by  open  requisition  ;  in  which  case,  some, 
whose  absence  would  be  dispensed  wiiii,  might  have  turned 
out  volunteers,  on  whom  much  more  dependence  could  be 
placed,  than  on  such  as  have  forfeited  tiieir  engagements, 
and  been  trepanned  into  another  service.  As  1  have  no 
doubt  that  such  clandestine  proceedings  will  meet  both  with 
your  disapprobation  and  reprehension,  I  am  sorry  to  have 
the  occasion  of  laying  a  complaint  against  one  of  your  offi- 
cers on  this  score.  Lieutenant  Yellas  Mead  has  enlisted 
several  of  my  men  without  my  knowledge  or  consent ;  and 
Uiough  I  called  several  times  at  his  quarters,  on  purpose  to 
speak  with  him,  yet  he  has  left  the  country  without  seeing 
me,  though  within  six  miles.  Such  conduct,  gentlemen, 
lays  me  under  the  necessity  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and 
to  inform  you  tiial  four  of  the  men  he  inlisted  are  in  my 
debt.  These,  at  least,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  discharge, 
and  order  back  to  the  works,  were  it  only  for  example 
sake,  which  is  certainly  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice in  general;  because  soldiers,  after  receiving  encou- 
ragement in  one  place,  may  move  off  to  another  corps  or 
Province,  if  not  checked,  as  whim,  caprice,  or  a  more  com- 
modious situation  may  induce  them.  The  debts  these  men 
owe  are  the  mere  balances  due  at  our  stores.  Were  I  to 
make  a  charge  of  the  time  allowed  them  for  discipline,  for 
which  they  were  paid  as  if  at  work,  and  to  which  1  am 
justly  entitled,  my  demands  would  be  much  more  conside- 
rable. However,  being  loath  to  discourage  the  service,  I 
have  omitted  that  charge  in  their  account ;  and  as  I  choose 
to  have  my  company  composed  only  of  such  as  I  can  en- 
tirely depend  on,  I  beg  leave  further  to  inform  you,  that 
three  of  the  fellows,  whose  debts  are  considerable,  I  shall 
immediately  discharge  on  their  appearance  here,  and  re- 
turn them  to  the  battalion,  having  no  doubt  you  will  order 
their  debts  to  be  stopped  out  of  their  pay. 

With  sincerest  wishes  of  success — to  the  success  of  the 
British  constitution  and  the  liberties  of  America,  I  beg 
leave,  by  Mr.  Hays,  my  first  lieutenant,  to  lay  this  repre- 
sentation before  you,  a  favourable  answer  to  which  will 
greatly  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  „  „ 

KOBERT  L.RSKINE. 

To  the  Colonel  and  Officers  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Con- 
tinental Forces,  New-Jersey. 


WALTER    LIVINGSTON   TO   THE    CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Albany,  December  3,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  The  present  successful  campaign  drawing 
to  a  close,  the  persons  who  have  been  employed  by  the 
commanding  officers,  and  those  whom  I  have  nominated, 
by  the  direction  of  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler,  to 
act  in  the  coraniissary's  branch  at  Fort  George,  the  north 


end  of  Lake  George,  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  St. 
JoA«'«,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  o[  Montreal,  are  pre- 
paring their  accounts  for  a  settlement.  Some  of  them  have 
already  applied  to  me  to  know  what  salaries  1  intended  to 
allow  them.  I  having  no  authority  to  pay  them  any  fixed 
wages  ;  do  now  apply  to  Congress  to  know  what  each  per- 
son on  the  different  posts  are  to  receive  for  their  services. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  ,,,  , 

'  Walter  Livingston, 

Deputy  Commissary- General. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 


ROBERT    H.  HARRISON  TO  COUNCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge,  Dccombor  3,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you 
that  four  deserters  have  just  arrived  at  head-quarters,  giv- 
ing an  account  that  several  persons  are  to  be  sent  out  of 
Boston,  this  evening  or  to-morrow,  that  have  been  lately 
inoculated  with  the  small-pox,  with  design,  probably,  to 
spread  the  infection,  in  order  to  distress  us  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. Tlie  men  are  sent  for  their  examination  upon  oath, 
who  will  give  you  such  intelligence  as  may  make  it  neces- 
sary to  send  down  some  judicious  person  to  Pudding  Point, 
where  those  people  are  to  be  landed,  to  examine  into  the 
matter,  upon  whose  report  proper  measures  may  be  taken 
to  frustrate  this  unheard-of  and  diabolical  scheme.  En- 
closed you  have  also  a  letter  from  Colonel  Baldwin,  con- 
taining the  same  account. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Robert  H.  Harrisok,  Aid-de-Camp. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Council  of  the  il/cw- 
sachusetts-Bay.  

COLONEL  GLOVER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  December  3,  1775. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  Captain  Manly,  in  your  schooner  Lee, 
brought  into  the  mouth  o( Marblehead  harbour,  this  morn- 
ing, the  ship  Concord,  James  Lowrie,  master,  from  Glas- 
gota.  The  invoices,  and  all  the  papers  on  board  her,  have 
sent  forward  by  Capt.  Richard  James.  The  ship,  immedi- 
ately on  her  coming  into  Marblehead,  ordered  her  to  Be- 
verly. As  she  was  turning  in,  got  aground  on  the  bar,  but 
hope  she  will  receive  no  damage.  Captain  Borllett  and  I 
shall  lake  all  the  care  of  the  ship  and  cargo  possible  can 
be  taken. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Glover,  Agent  at  Marblehead. 
To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO     NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OP 
SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill,  December  3,  1775. 

Much  respected  Gentlemen  :  Notwithstanding  every 
method  has  been  taken  to  keep  the  Connecticut  forces  on 
the  ground  till  relief  could  be  had  from  the  country,  the 
cowardly  traitors  begin  to  leave  ns  in  companies  and  regi- 
ments, and  that  even  six  and  seven  days  before  the  lime  is 
expired.  What  has  possessed  these  vile  poltroons  remains 
yet  a  secret.  We  have  sent  handbills,  similar  to  the  one 
enclosed,  before  them  on  the  road,  and  I  trust  they  will 
have  the  designed  effect. 

A  gentleman  from  Boston  was  here  last  evening ;  says 
the  enemy  are,  by  some  means  or  other,  fully  acquainted 
with  our  situation,  and  he  fears  much  they  will  take  advan- 
tage of  it. 

I  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  spare  no  pains  in  forward- 
ing the  march  of  your  troops,  as  much  may  depend  upon 
their  speedy  arrival. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  John  Sullivan. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  New- Hampshire. 


JOSH.  WENTWORTH  to  STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 

Portsmouth,  December  3, 1775. 

Sib:  I  wrote  you  of  27th  ultimo,  per  post,  enclosing  a 
package  of  papers  and  letters  taken  with  the  schooner 


169 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


170 


Rainboto ;  am  still  without  your  directions  respecting  said 
vessel  and  cargo. 

Last  evening,  two  officers  passed  through  this  town  to 
head-quarters.  I  did  not  see  either  of  them.  This  morn- 
ing, twenty-two  men,  including  prisoners,  from  the  armed 
schooners  Franklin  and  Speedwell,  came  to  town  from 
Winter  Harbour,  where  they  inform  me  they  left  two 
prizes — one  a  schooner  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons, 
with  sundry  stores  and  dry  goods,  from  London,  for  the 
island  of  St.  John's ;  the  other  a  brig,  and  laden  with  dry 
fish,  packed  in  hogsheads,  bound  from  Nova-Scotia  to  the 
West-Indies.  These  vessels  were  taken  by  the  two  armed 
vessels  cruising  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
of  which  you  will  be  particularly  informed  by  the  officers 
gone  forward. 

I  must  advise,  from  principle  of  security,  that  those  ves- 
sels be  ordered  to  this  or  some  safe  port,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  not  only  from  the  danger  of  the  enemy,  but  the  dis- 
tance from  any  place  of  sale  for  the  cargoes,  should  they 
be  deemed  prizes.  Were  I  warranted,  under  a  slight  pre- 
tence, should  not  hesitate  at  ordering  them  hither  without 
delay.  The  risk  I  apprehend  but  trifling,  the  distance 
only  twelve  leagues.  Fish,  at  this  time,  is  much  wanted 
here,  to  complete  the  cargoes  of  sundry  vessels  fitting  out 
for  the  Continental  and  Provincial  service.  It  will  com- 
mand thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  per  quintal,  if  it  is 
good. 

The  bearer,  John  Lewis,  belonging  to  the  schooner 
Speedwell,  applied  for  a  supply  to  defray  his  expense 
here,  and  help  him  forward  to  head-quarters;  which  I 
thought  justifiable,  and  have  furnished  him  with  three 
pounds  eighteen  shillings,  lawful  money.  I  shall  wait  fur- 
ther orders,  and,  on  receipt  thereof,  immediately  attend  to 
them  in  the  most  secure  and  particular  mode. 

Captain  Adams,  of  the  armed  schooner  Warren,  informed 
me  that  his  number  of  men  are  reduced  to  thirty  odd,  owing 
to  sickness,  and  has  left  a  number  on  shore,  two  of  which 
have  died.  If  he  is  to  be  continued  any  time  cruising, 
would  it  not  be  advisable  to  make  up  his  complement  ?  He 
is  now  out  on  a  cruise. 

Nothing  further  has  occurred  worthy  of  notice ;  which 
concludes  nie,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Josh.  Wentworth. 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   TO    COLONEL 
HOBART. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  December  3,  1775. 

Sir:  The  pressing  necessity  of  suddenly  raising  a  num- 
ber of  men  to  guard  our  lines,  left  open  by  the  Connecticut 
forces,  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  desire  you  (laying  all 
other  business  aside)  to  proceed,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
to  the  County  of  Hillsborough,  and  endeavour  to  raise  a 
number  of  companies  for  that  service. 

We  send  you  a  number  of  inlisting  orders,  forms  for  the 
soldiers  to  sign,  which  we  desire  you  to  give  out  to  such 
persons  as  ypu  judge  best  for  the  service,  of  filling  up  the 
blanks  when  you  deliver  them. 

We  entreat  your  exerting  yourself,  as  your  country,  and 
all  we  have,  may  depend  upon  the  lines  being  manned  by 
the  10th  of  December. 

With  great  respect,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am 
your  humble  servant. 

Colonel  Hobart. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF   SAFETY  TO  COLONEL 
WALKER. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  December  3,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  express  from  General  Sullivan,  we  are  informed 
that  the  Connecticut  troops,  whose  time  by  inlistment  ex- 
pired the  last  day  o( November,  are  about  returning  home. 
General  Washington  has  desired  New-Hampshire  to  send 
him  thirty-one  companies,  to  man  the  lines  until  the  15th 
of  January  next,  and  to  be  at  Winter-Hill  by  the  10th  of 
this  month  at  farthest. 

We  send  you  enclosed  several  orders  for  inlistment,  and 
forms  for  the  soldiers  to  sign,  and  desire  you  to  find  per- 
sons you  judge  suitable  for  inlisting  and  commanding  the 
companies,  and  then  to  fill  up  the  blanks. 


We  earnestly  request  your  utmost  exertions  in  raising 
and  forwarding  the  men,  as  our  lines,  being  left  open, 
may  be  of  fata!  consequence.  The  time  is  short ;  pray 
employ  every  moment  to  have  some  companies  marched. 
The  captains  are  desired  to  be  careful  in  inlisting  none  but 
good  men,  properly  equipped,  as  they  cannot  be  mustered. 
They  must  take  provisions  from  home  to  last  them  to  the 
camp,  for  which  the  General  engages  to  pay  the  money. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am,  &tc. 

P.  S.  Your  delaying  one  week  in  paying  the  troops  will 
be  no  damage.     Colonel  Hobart  has  gone  home  on  this 
business.     James  Shepherd,  of  Canterbury,  has   been  re- 
commended as  a  good  man  to  raise  a  company. 
Colonel  Walker,  

MAJOR-GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  December  3,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  By  a  letter  received  last  night  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Governour  Cramahe,  which  your  Lordship  has  en- 
closed, there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  that,  by  a  general 
defection  of  the  Canadians,  the  whole  Province  of  Que- 
beck  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels ;  and  by  a  private 
letter  from  thence,  of  later  date,  by  one  day,  1  learn  Mon- 
treal has  surrendered  ;  that  General  Carleton  was  on  his 
way  down  the  river  in  an  armed  vessel,  and  that  there  was 
little  reason  to  believe  the  capital  would  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  expected  attack. 

The  Lieulenant-Governour  of  Quebeck,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, has  been  induced  to  detain  five  transports  sent 
from  hence  for  forage,  by  which  we  not  only  lose  the  hay 
and  corn  expected,  as  per  return  in  my  separate  letter  of 
2d  instant,  but  are  deprived  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  sixteen  tons  of  shipping,  to  be  added  to  the  quantity 
specified  in  the  return  of  tonnage  in  my  despatch  of  26th 
November  as  wanting  for  the  removal  of  this  garrison,  &,c., 
at  one  embarkation.  I  hope  that  the  transports  to  replace 
these,  and  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  return,  may 
be  ordered  out  early  in  the  spring,  and  in  consideration  of 
the  loss  we  have  already  sustained  by  tiie  enemy,  that 
they  should  come  under  convoy, 

1  learn  the  Nancy  brigantine,  an  ordnance  transport, 
having  on  board  four  thousand  stand  of  arms  complete,  one 
hundred  thousand  flints,  a  thirteen-inch  mortar,  with  other 
stores  in  proportion,  was  taken  in  the  bay  last  week  by 
the  Rebels'  privateers,  and  ajSbrds  an  instance  for  this  ne- 
cessity. The  circumstance  is  rather  unfortunate  to  us,  as 
they  are  now  furnished  with  all  the  requisites  for  setting 
the  town  on  fire,  having  got  a  large  quantity  of  round  car- 
casses and  other  stores,  with  which  they  could  not  have 
been  otherwise  supplied.  The  particular  manner  whereby 
she  was  taken  is  not  ascertained  ;  but  so  many  artifices 
have  been  practised  upon  strangers,  under  the  appearance 
of  friendship,  false  pilots,  &c.,  that  those  coming  out  with 
stores  of  any  kind  cannot  be  put  too  much  upon  their 
guard. 

And  I  submit  to  your  Lordship  the  necessity  there  may 
be  of  supplying  the  loss  of  arms,  flints,  &,c.,  suffered  on 
this  occasion. 

I  am  also  to  request  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  twice  the  quantity  of  engineer's  tools  contained  in 
the  enclosed  return  to  be  sent  out  in  separate  ships,  for 
two  divisions  of  the  army,  both  of  which  may  be  em- 
ployed in  sieges.  The  date  of  this  return  will  point  out 
the  time  when  the  requisition  was  made. 

From  an  apprehension  that  the  advantages  gained  by 
the  Rebels  in  Canada,  and  their  good  fortune  here  in  pos- 
sessing themselves  of  our  stores,  may  encourage  them  to 
further  attempts,  I  shall,  with  all  despatch,  send  to  Halifax 
the  part  of  the  Sixty-fifth  now  here  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bruce,  who  will  command  on  his  ar- 
rival ;  and  with  this  reinforcement  I  must  conclude  that 
place  will  be  in  perfect  security. 

Upon  this  unfortunate  event  in  Canada,  and  your  Lord- 
ship's encouragement  to  mention  my  opinion,  1  beg  leave 
to  say,  for  the  recovery  of  that  Province  as  a  primary  ob- 
ject, the  army  to  effect  it  should  not  consist  of  less  than 
twelve  thousand  fighting  men  ;  at  the  same  time  I  desire 
1  may  not  be  understood  to  give  up  the  plan  as  set  forth 
in  my  letter.  No.  2,  of  the  26th  November,  as  the  enemy 
will  feel  more  immediate  distress  by  being  attacked  on  the 
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most  vulnerable  side,  than  from  any  success  to  be  gained 
in  Canada. 

The  Admiral  has  informed  me  that,  by  a  letter  received 
this  day  from  Captain  fl'allace,  of  the  Rose  ship-of-vvar, 
stationed  ai  Rhode-Island,  the  Rebels  give  out  they  are  to 
fortify  the  heights  above  the  town  of  Newport ;  also  that 
they  are  fitting  out  an  armed  ship  at  Philadelphia,  to  carry 
thirty-six  guns,  and  two  or  three  more  of  a  less  force,  with 
a  design  of  cruising  to  the  southward,  and  to  take  Lord 
Dunmore  in  their  way. 

I  am,  &c.,  W.  Howe. 

LOUISA  COUNTT  (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  in  Louisa,  December  4,  1775, 
present,  tlie  Rev.  Thomas  Hall,  Chairman,  the  Rev.  John 
Todd,  Thomas  Johnston,  (Mayor,)  Charles  Smith,  Ro- 
bert Armistead,  Thomas  Johnston,  (Sheriff,)  Col.  Rich- 
ard Anderson,  James  Dahncy,  Charles  Barrett,  Col. 
fVilliam  fVhite,  Nathaniel  Anderson,  Waddy  Thomson, 
Thomas  Johnston,  (minor,)  George  Meriwether,  Charles 
Yancy,  John  Bullock,  H'illiam  Pettus,  Garret  Minor, 
John  Nelson,  William  Lipscomb,  and  fyHliam  Hughes  : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Com- 
mittee be  given  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hall  and  John  Todd 
for  their  unwearied  application  of  their  abilities  in  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country,  as  well  in  checking  the  wild  irregu- 
lar sallies  of  those  who  would  aim  at  too  much,  as  in 
rousing  those  lethargick  wretches  who  would  tamely  sub- 
mit to  a  deprivation  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  to  a  pro- 
per sense  of  their  danger  and  duty. 

Resolved,  also,  on  a  consideration  of  the  great  distress 
that  our  brethren  in  some  of  the  lower  Counties  are  re- 
duced to  by  the  calamity  of  the  times,  that  this  Commit- 
tee, in  the  name  of  the  whole  County,  do  make  the  best 
provision  for  them  in  their  power,  either  by  offering  a  wel- 
come asylum,  or  in  contributing  to  their  relief. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Henry  Garrett,  Clerk. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SCOTT 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  WILLIAMSBURGH,  VA.,  DATED  GREAT 
BRIDGE,  DECEMBER  4,   1775. 

Since  I  wrote  you,  which  was  about  two  days  ago,  we  have 
have  been  well  informed  that  we  killed  sixteen  negroes  and 
five  white  men  the  first  day  we  got  to  this  place.  The  next 
day.  Lieutenant  Tibbs,  who  bad  the  command  of  the  boat 
guard,  about  five  miles  from  this  place,  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  the  King's  troops  and  several  negroes,  upon 
which  some  of  our  people  gave  ground ;  but  Mr.  Tibbs, 
with  four  of  his  people,  maintained  his  post  until  I  rein- 
forced him  with  fifty  men  under  Captain  Nicholas,  who 
were  obliged  to  pass  through  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy.  Before  they  got  to  the  place,  Mr.  Tibbs  had  beat 
off  the  enemy  and  killed  seven  of  their  men,  amongst  whom 
was  the  commander  of  the  party. 

We  still  keep  up  a  pretty  heavy  fire  between  us,  from 
light  to  light.  We  have  only  lost  two  men  ;  and  about 
half  an  hour  ago  one  of  our  people  was  shot  through  the 
arm,  which  broke  the  bone  near  his  hand. 

Last  night  was  the  first  of  my  pulling  off  my  clothes 
for  twelve  nights  successively.  Believe  me,  my  good 
friend,  I  never  was  so  fatigued  with  duty  in  my  whole  life; 
but  I  set  little  value  upon  my  health  when  put  in  compe- 
tition with  my  duty  to  my  country  and  the  glorious  cause 
we  are  engaged  in. 

The  Carolina  forces  are  joining  us.  One  company 
came  in  yesterday,  and  we  expect  eight  or  nine  hundred 
of  them  to-morrow,  or  next  day  at  farthest,  with  several 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  plenty  of  ammunition  and  other 
warlike  stores.     A  gun  fired — I  must  slop. 

P.  S.  Since  I  finished  my  letter,  we  saw  a  large  pile  of 
buildings  at  the  far  end  of  this  town  all  in  flames,  between 
which  and  the  fort  we  had  four  sentinels,  who  can  give  no 
account  how  it  happened.  As  I  mentioned  above,  the 
fire  was  discovered  when  the  gun  fired ;  and,  by  the 
time  the  men  got  paraded,  a  volley  of  small  arms  was 
fired  from  the  fort,  mixed  with,  now  and  then,  a  cannon 
shot.  About  eleven  at  night  it  ceased  for  about  half  an  hour, 
when,  to  our  great  surprise,  we  saw  several  other  houses 


in  a  blaze,  which  are  just  now  consumed.     It  is  now  one 
o'clock.     1  shall  lie  down  till  the  next  alarm. 


JOSIAH    BABTLETT   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  December  4,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Yesterday  I  received  yours  of  the  21st 
ultimo,  requesting  the  Congress  to  grant  a  sum  of  money 
to  our  Colony,  towards  what  we  have  advanced  on  account 
of  the  Continent.  I  took  the  opportunity  this  morning  to 
lay  the  same  before  Congress,  who  have  voted  us  the  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed 
extract  from  their  minutes. 

I  fear  it  will  not  be  ready  in  less  than  three  or  four 
weeks  from  this  time,  as  all  that  has  been  emitted  is  ex- 
pended, and  several  grants  previous  to  ours  made  on  the 
next  emission,  which  was  ordered  by  Congress  near  a 
month  ago  ;  hut  the  Committee  has  been  retarded  for  want 
of  proper  paper ;  they  now  say  they  shall  begin  in  a  few 
days. 

If  the  Congress  should  not  rise  before  the  money  is 
ready,  (which  is  at  present  uncertain,)  I  will  use  my  best 
endeavours  to  send  it  as  soon  as  possible  by  some  safe  con- 
veyance ;  perhaps  I  may  send  it  to  Cambridge,  and  inform 
you  to  send  for  it  there.  If  the  Congress  shall  rise  before 
it  can  be  procured,  I  will  give  my  orders  to  have  it  sent 
as  soon  as  may  be,  unless,  by  tarrying  a  short  time,  I  can 
bring  it  with  me. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble 

servant,  t  tj 

'  JosiAH  Bartlett. 

The  Provincial  Committee  of  Safety. 


SAMUEL  TUCKER  AND    HENDRICK    FISHER    TO    LORD    STIR- 
LING. 

Burlington,  December  4,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  Your  favour  of  the  2d  current  we  duly  re- 
ceived, and,  agreeable  to  your  directions  in  the  return  sent, 
we  have  sent  the  commissions  of  Captains  Morris,  Howell, 
and  Conway,  and  all  their  officers,  except  the  ensign's 
commission  for  Jonathan  Ford  Morris,  to  whose  appoint- 
ment there  are  many  objections,  unnecessary  to  mention 
by  us  at  this  time.  We  wish  some  fit  person  was  recom- 
mended, or,  at  least,  some  person  that  might  be  more 
agreeable  for  that  ensigncy.  Mr.  Fisher  has  wrote  to  New- 
Brunswick  about  the  barracks :  and  further,  a  law  this 
day  passed  our  House  appointing  Barrackmasters.  What 
success  it  will  meet  with  by  Governour  and  Council  we 
can't  yet  tell. 

As  to  the  several  other  matters  you  recommend  to  us, 
be  assured  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  forward. 

We  are,  with  tenders  of  service,  your  Lordship's  most 

obedient  humble  servants,  „        m 

'  Sam.  Tucker, 

Hend'k  Fisher. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  ISAAC  BONNEL. 

Ellzabothtown,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  day's  date  by 
Captain  Conway.  In  answer  to  which,  I  must  desire  that 
you  will  deliver  into  Captain  Conway's  charge  all  the 
blankets  now  under  your  care  as  Barrackmaster  of  this 
Province,  having  them  first  sorted  into  different  parcels, 
viz :  Such  as  are  as  good  as  new  ones,  those  a  little  worn, 
such  as  are  a  quarter  worn,  and  so  on ;  and  this  is  to  be 
done  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three  indifferent  persons, 
to  be  chosen  by  yourself  and  Captain  Conway,  whose  re- 
ceipt you  will  take  for  the  same ;  for  my  meaning  is,  that 
we  shall  be  answerable  for  the  value  of  these  blankets, 
and  to  pay  that  value  into  the  hands  of  any  person  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province  shall  appoint  to  receive  the 
same.  The  usual  barrack  furniture  you  will  also  deliver 
to  Captain  Conway,  taking  his  receipt  for  them,  particu- 
larly enumerated.  And,  with  regard  to  the  repairs  neces- 
sary and  the  providing  fire-wood,  I  should  be  glad  you 
would  have  it  executed  ;  and  it  shall  be  paid  for  by  the 
Commissary  of  the  Jersey  troops  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice at  the  usual  rates.  „ 

STIRLING. 

To  Isaac  Bonnel,  Esq.,  Perth-Amboy. 
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LORD  STIRLING  TO   NEW-VOKK  CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  December  4,  1775. 

By  a  letter  of  the  27l]i  ultimo,  from  the  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  I  am  informed  that  he  has  wrote  to 
the  Convention  of  New-  York,  to  furnish  the  Continental 
troops  under  my  command,  in  this  Province,  with  as  many 
fire-arms  as  they  can  spare,  and  that  he  has  desired  them 
to  be  sent  for  their  use. 

I  should  be  very  glad  to  know  what  number  can  be 
spared ;  and  as  1  am  ordered  imincdiately  to  despatch  six 
companies,  of  ninety  each,  to  the  new  fort  on  Hudson 
river,  in  the  Highlands,  it  would  facilitate  that  service 
very  much  if  three  hundred  stand  of  arms  could  immedi- 
ately be  sent  over  to  me  ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  any  danger 
there  may  be  in  passing  by  water  to  this  place,  1  will  take 
care  at  any  appointed  time  to  receive  them  with  a  proper 
guard,  at  Hoboken,  Weehawken,  or  any  other  place  on 
Hudson  river  that  shall  be  thought  most  proper. 

The  six  companies  destined  to  garrison  the  beforemen- 
tioned  new  fort,  I  hope  will  be  ready  to  move  during  this 
and  the  next  week.  I  purpose  to  march  them  to  Dobbs's 
Ferry,  where  it  will  be  necessary  that  two  or  three  sloops 
should  attend  about  eight  days  hence,  in  order  to  embark 
and  sail  with  them  as  they  arrive.  As  soon  as  1  can  fix 
the  day  on  which  the  first  company  can  be  there,  I  will 
inform  you  of  it. 

Be  pleased  to  inform  me  whether  the  barracks  at  the 

new  fortress  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the  six  companies  I 

am  ordered  to  send  there,  and  whether  provision,  fire-wood, 

&c.,  be  provided.     I  shall  use  my  utmost  endeavours  to 

furnish  the  companies  I  send  off  with  twenty-four  rounds  of 

powder  and  ball.     1  hope  your  Congress  will   provide  a 

further  supply  of  those  articles  at  the  fortress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  o 

'      '  •'  '  Stirling. 

Nathaniel  fVoodhull,   Esq.,  Vice-President  of  the    late 
New-York  Provincial  Congress. 


GOVERNOUR  TRYON  TO  WHITEHEAD  HICKS. 

Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  New. York  Harbour,  ) 
December  4,  1775.     J 

Sir:  I  desire  you  will  lay  before  the  Corporation  the 
enclosed  paper,  containing  my  sentiments  on  the  present 
convulsed  state  of  this  country,  and  that  you  will  please  to 
make  the  same  publick. 

1  am,  8tc.,  William  Tryon. 

To  Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New- 
York. 


TO  THE  inhabitants  OF  THE  COLONY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

I  take  this  publick  manner  to  signify  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Province,  that  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  grant  me  his  royal  permission  to  withdraw  from 
my  Government,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  them  of 
my  readiness  to  perform  every  service  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  common  felicity. 

If  I  am  excluded  from  every  hope  of  being  any  ways 
instrumental  towards  the  re-establishment  of  that  harmo- 
ny, at  present  interrupted,  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  I  expect  soon  to  be  obliged  to  avail  myself  of 
His  Majesty's  indulgence. 

It  has  given  me  great  pain  to  view  the  Colony  commit- 
ted to  my  care  in  such  a  turbulent  state  as  not  to  have 
afforded  me,  since  my  arrival,  any  prospect  of  being  able 
to  take  the  dispassionate  and  deliberate  sense  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, in  a  constitutional  manner,  upon  the  resolution  of 
Parliament  for  composing  the  present  ferments  in  the  Pro- 
vinces. A  resolution  that  was  intended  for  the  basis  of  an 
accommodation,  and  if  candidly  considered  in  a  way  which 
it  will  bcVnost  probably  successful,  and  treated  with  that 
delicacy  and  decency  requisite  to  the  cultivation  of  a  sin- 
cere reconciliation  and  friendship,  might  yet  be  improved 
for  the  purposes  of  restoring  the  general  tranquillity  and 
security  of  the  empire.  I  owe  it  to  my  affection  to  this 
Colony,  to  declare  my  wish  that  some  measure  may  be 
speedily  adopted  for  this  purpose,  as  I  feel  an  extreme  de- 
gree of  anxiety  in  being  witness  to  the  growing  calamities 
of  this  country,  without  the  power  to  alleviate  them;  ca- 
lamities that  must  increase,  while  so  many  of  the  inhabi- 


tants withhold  their  allegiance  from  their  Sovereign,  and 
their  obedience  to  the  parent  country,  by  whose  power  and 
patronage  they  have  hitherto  been  sustained  and  protect- 
ed. William  Tryon.      , 

Sliip  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  Harbour  of  New-York,  } 
December  4,  1775.        I 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  WILLIAM  TRYON,  ESQ. 

New-York,  December  6,  1775. 

Sir:  As  you  have  been  pleased  to  address  yourself  ia 
a  publick  manner  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  at 
large,  an  apology  can  hardly  be  necessary  for  the  freedom 
1  use  in  conveying  my  sentiments  to  you  on  the  interesting 
contents  of  your  letter,  in  which,  as  an  individual,  I  feel 
myself  deeply  concerned. 

The  rectitude  of  your  Excellency's  conduct,  in  your 
official  capacity,  has  deservedly  acquired  you  an  eminent 
degree  of  popularity  and  esteem  among  all  orders  of  men  ; 
and,  on  this  account,  every  step  you  take  is  an  object  of 
peculiar  attention;  even  what  in  another  might  seem  of- 
fensive and  exceptionable,  in  you  is  regarded  with  the 
most  indulgent  partiality.  I  should  with  regret  see  you 
embrace  any  measure  which  might  tend  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  people,  and  sully  the  laurels  you  have 
reaped  from  your  former  virtuous  administration. 

With  respect  to  your  letter  under  consideration,  permit 
me  to  intimate  to  you,  that,  unless  it  be  a  mere  formality, 
arising  from  the  necessity  of  your  station,  it  is,  at  least,  a 
very  indiscreet  proceeding,  and  can  answer  no  other  end 
than  to  lessen  you  in  the  general  estimation.  We  have  too 
good  an  opinion  of  your  understanding  to  imagine  you 
can  seriously  believe  there  is  any  thing  conciliating,  or 
looking  towards  an  accommodation,  in  the  resolution  you 
mention ;  a  resolution,  the  terms  whereof  are  diametri- 
cally opposite  to  every  principle  of  liberty,  and  which  has 
been  recommended  to  us  by  the  most  indelicate  and  inde- 
cent of  all  arguments — the  point  of  the  bayonet.  We 
must  confess  to  you,  that  we  are  as  yet  in  a  state  of  too 
much  simplicity  to  understand  rightly  that  species  of  kind- 
ness which  is  evidenced  by  carnage  and  devastation. 

Our  interests  we  consider  as  inseparably  united  with 
those  of  our  sister  Colonies.  In  union  we  place  our 
strength;  in  disunion  we  see  our  destruction.  We  "have 
also  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  judgment  and  integrity 
of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  management  of  publick 
affairs ;  and  we  can  never  think  of  deserting  the  common 
cause  and  breaking  the  most  sacred  engagements,  by  ven- 
turing to  decide  on  what  is  properly  a  subject  of  general 
determination,  and  by  exposing  ourselves  to  the  snares  and 
entanglements  of  a  separate  treaty.  The  necessity  of 
union  we  have  been  taught  by  the  sagacious  Lord  North 
himself,  who  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  that  if  one  link  of  the  chain  could  be 
broken,  the  whole  would  inevitably  fall  to  pieces,  and  that 
divide  et  impera  (divide  and  domineer)'  is  a  maxim  both 
just  and  wise  in  Government.  For  this  instance  of  plain 
dealing  we  are  very  much  indebted  to  his  Lordship*  and 
if  we  do  not  profit  by  it,  we  shall  exhibit  to  the  world  a 
lasting  monument  of  unexampled  stupidity. 

We  would  not  wish  to  suppose  that  you  would  offer 
such  violence  to  your  "  affection  for  this  Colony,"  or  bring 
such  an  indelible  stain  upon  your  own  honour,  as  to  be 
capable  of  stooping  to  the  mean  task  of  promoting  those 
flagitious  and  dark  designs  avowed  by  the  Minister;  and 
yet,  there  are  unfortunately  some  appearances,  which,  in 
a  people  less  ingenuous  than  we  are,  might  too  easily  beget 
a  suspicion  of  the  kind. 

It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  thank  your  Excellency  for 
the  genteel  and  polite  language  in  which  you  are  pleased 
to  charge  us  with  disloyalty  and  rebellion.  To  say'we 
have  traitorously  conspired  against  His  Majesty's  crown  and 
dignity,  and  wantonly  trampled  upon  the  laws  of  the  State, 
according  to  the  stale  jargon  of  the  times,  would  be  far 
more  harsh  and  ill-sounding  than  the  smooth,  harmonious 
expressions  you  have  adopted.  Only  to  tell  us  we  "  with- 
hold our  allegiance  from  our  Sovereign,  and  our  obedience 
from  the  parent  country,"  is  civil  enough,  all  things  con- 
sidered. But,  at  the  same  time,  we  beg  leave  to  assure 
you  that  you  have  been  deceived  as  to  the  fact,  and  that, 
though  we  have  been  forced  to  stray  from  the  ordinary 


175 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


176 


forms  of  dcconiin,  we  desire  nothing  more  tiian  to  be  speed- 
ily restored  to  the  good  old  way  in  which  we  trod  for  al- 
most two  centuries,  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  and  advan- 
tage of  England  and  America.  I  know  not  how  you  can 
be  unacquainted  with  this  truth,  tiiat  it  is  in  the  power  of 
Administration,  in  a  moment,  to  re-establish  the  tranquillity 
and  security  of  the  empire,  which  they  alone  have  inter- 
rupted, by  relinquishing  those  attempts  which  are  subver- 
sive of  our  rights  as  a  free  people,  and  by  reinstating  us  in 
the  same  happy  situation  in  which  the  conclusion  of  the 
late  war  found  us.  Then  shall  Britain  reap  a  rich  harvest 
of  opulence  and  power,  the  fruits  of  our  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment, and  we  shall  again  flourish  under  the  fostering 
wings  of  a  reformed  parent. 

I   wisii,  however,  that  your   Excellency   had    thought 

K roper  to  explain  what  you  meant  by  allegiance  to  the 
jng,  and  obedience  to  the  parent  country.  If  by  the  for- 
mer you  intend  an  unconditional  obsequiousness  to  the  will 
of  the  Prince,  or  of  his  Ministers,  even  though  repugnant 
to  the  constitution,  and  by  the  latter  an  absolute  submis- 
sion to  the  laws  of  Parliament  in  all  cases,  we  must  con- 
fess it  is  our  glory  to  withhold  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
We  acknowledge  no  obligations  which  are  inconsistent  with 
our  rights  and  privileges  as  men  and  freemen. 

I  am,  with  all  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  hum- 
t'le  servant,  ^  Citizen. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  RECEIVED  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED 
MONTREAL,  DECEMBER  4,  1775. 

I  have  just  arrived  here  from  Qweiecfc,  from  whence  I 
have  been  driven  on  account  of  my  refusing  to  take  arms 
against  the  American  troops.  General  Montgomery's  be- 
haviour in  this  country  will  gain  him  great  honour,  as  he  has 
all  along  acted  with  the  greatest  humanity  and  integrity. 
He  is  now  on  his  way  to  QiiebecJc,  with  about  three  thou- 
sand men,  and  I  suppose  will  be  in  possession  of  that  gar- 
rison in  a  few  weeks.  General  Carlelon  has  about  twelve 
hundred  fighting  men  with  him ;  but  the  extensiveness  of 
the  walls,  and  the  different  places  that  his  troops  must  re- 
pair to  on  an  alarm,  will  so  divide  his  force,  that  to  me  it 
appears  certain  they  cannot  hold  out  long.  His  rigorous 
treatment  of  the  Americans  in  Q^uebeck,  from  the  first  en- 
trance of  the  troops  into  the  country,  would  take  up  more 
time  than  I  can  spare ;  but  to  crown  the  whole,  he  has 
turned  us  all  out,  giving  us  two  days  to  prepare,  but  not 
suffering  us  to  take  any  thing. 

There  will  certainly  be  a  strong  army  to  retake  Canada 
in  the  spring.  The  General  has  sent  home  a  number  of 
pilots  to  bring  the  fleet  here  early.  I  suppose  the  Con- 
gress will  send  men  here  to  defend  it;  and,  indeed,  should 
they  garrison  it  with  ten  or  twelve  thousand,  it  will  not  be 
in  the  power  of  Britain  to  retake  it. 

GOVERNODR  TRUMBULL  TO  COUNCIL  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lebanon,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir  :  Enclosed,  I  send  you  the  certificate,  permits,  &c., 
from  the  Committee  of  Falmouth  to  Captain  Phineas  Fan- 
ning, to  purchase  and  transport  provisions  to  the  Island  of 
Nantucket,  and  the  subsequent  doings  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Suffolk  County,  on  Long -Island,  thereon.  This  I  should 
not  have  noticed,  but  as  I  am  informed  by  Captain  Niles, 
who  commands  one  of  the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  this 
Colony,  called  the  Spy,  of  nine  other  vessels,  as  large,  and 
some  larger  permits,  some  of  which  have  been  into  this 
Colony,  but  have  not  succeeded  here,  and  are  now  gone 
to  Long-Island.  Surely  such  large  supplies  of  provisions 
to  the  favourites  of  Administration  looks  suspicious,  and 
ought  to  be  duly  watched.  Indeed,  it  was  always  my  opi- 
nion that  those  inhabitants  of  that  Island  who  are  friendly 
to  this  country's  cause,  ought  to  remove  themselves  to  the 
main,  and  leave  the  rest  to  be  supported  by  their  good 
friends  the  Administration.  I  give  you  this  intelligence 
that  such  measures  may  be  taken,  that  while  we  are  at  war 
with,  we  may  not  at  the  same  time  be  feeding  our  enemies. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay. 


Falmouth,  October  19, 1775. 
These  may  certify  any  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Inspection,  &LC.,  or  any  other  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
we,  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
County  of  Barnstable,  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  are  appointed  a  Committee  of  Supplies  for  the  Island 
of  Nantucket,  with  orders  to  give  permits  to  any  that  shall 
make  application  to  us  for  provisions  for  the  internal  use 
of  said  Island,  to  be  supplied  through  us,  from  any  Colony 
or  Province  in  North-America ;  those  we  give  permits  to 
being  persons  we  can  confide  in. 

Barakiah  Bassett,  Chairman. 
Nathaniel  Shiverick,  Clerk. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original,  taken  at  Shelter- Island, 
November  27,  by  me, 

Ret.  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Spy. 

These   may  certify  to  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Phi- 
neas Fanning  acquaints  us  he  intends  to  import  to  this 
Island  a  quantity  of  provisions,  which  we  think  will  be 
wanted  for  the  internal  consumption  of  the  inhabitants. 
JosiAii  Barker,  "^ 

Shuball  Bainard,  I  c  j    ^ 

o  u  >  Selectmen. 

Stephen  Hussey,  [ 

Richard  Mitchell,  Jr.,  J 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  taken  at  Shelter-Island,  ihe 
27th  of  November,  1775,  by  me. 

Ret.  Moore,  Clerk  of  ihe  Spy. 

Falmouth,  October  19,  1775. 

This  is  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
County  of  Barnstable,  have  permitted  Phineas  Fanning, 
of  Nantucket,  to  purchase  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
three  hundred  barrels  of  beef,  one  hundred  firkins  of  but- 
ter, one  thousand  weight  of  leather,  six  hundred  weight  of 
tallow,  sixteen  cords  of  wood,  three  hundred  pair  of  shoes, 
and  any  other  necessary  for  the  internal  consumption  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  agreeable  to  an 
act  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in  New-England,  passed  August,  1775. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Nathaniel  Shiverick,  Clerk. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  taken  at  Shelter-Island, 
November  27,  1775. 

Ret.  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Spy. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk, November  7,  1775: 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Phineas  Fanning  be  permitted  to 
purchase  and  take  on  board  his  vessel,  the  Ranger,  in  this 
county,  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  or  wheat  equivalent, 
three  hundred  barrels  of  beef,  one  hundred  firkins  of  butter, 
one  thousand  weight  of  leather,  six  hundred  weight  of  tal- 
low, sixteen  cords  of  wood,  three  hundred  pair  of  shoes, 
two  hundred  weight  of  flax,  two  hundred  weight  of  hog's 
lard,  one  hundred  weight  of  candles,  and  twenty  barrels  of 
pork  ;  to  be  transported  to  Falmouth,  in  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay ;  and  that  he  produce  a  certificate  at  or  before  the  first 
of  April  next,  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of 
said  Falmouth,  of  the  delivery  of  said  goods  according  to 
their  order,  the  danger  of  the  seas  and  seizures  excepted, 
on  penalty  of  being  advertised  as  an  enemy  to  his  country; 
said  certificate  to  be  delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  town  of  Southold ;  and  that  said  goods  be 
shipped  under  the  inspection  of  Colonel  Thomas  Gushing, 
James  Howell,  Sylvester  Lester,  and  James  Havens,  or 
either  of  them. 

Per  order :  Wm.  Smith,  Chairman. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  taken  at  Shel- 
tei -Island,  November  27,  1775. 

Ret.  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Spy. 


colonel  MOTLAN  to  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL, 

Cambridge,  December  4, 1775. 
Sir  :  S.  Smith  and  Joseph  Young  were  taken  prisoners 
on  board  a  sloop  in  the  Ministerial  service,  as  you  will  see 
by  a  copy  of  a  charter  party,  found  amongst  other  papers, 
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on  board  the  sloop  Polly.  The  first  is  the  captain,  the 
other  the  mate. 

John  Hitch,  captain  ;  Thomas  Goulding,  pilot ;  James 
Piper,  John  Siplin,  William  Allen,  Thomas  Anderson, 
Henry  Slainpson,  mariners.  These  were  taken  on  board  the 
sloop  Success,  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  .^/em.  They 
were  armed,  and  belong  to  Boston.  Sent  up  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

Pat.  Burns,  Richard  Rabits,  Robert  Burnet,  Thomas 
Waldtn,  and  fVilliam  Hancock,  sailors  belonf^ing  to  the 
Canceaiuc  man-of-war.  John  Larkin  and  Bateman  Ba- 
ker, midshipmen  belonging  to  the  Canceaux. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Stephen  Moylan,  P.  T.  S. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Otis,  President  of  the  Council. 

P.  S.  A  team  will  be  necessary  to  carry  the  baggage. 


GOVERNOUH  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir  :  Three  men  having  deserted  from  one  of  the  armed 
schooners  in  the  harbour  of  Newport,  on  Wednesday  eve- 
ning last,  the  Captain,  with  a  Midshipman,  came  ashore 
after  them,  and  were  both  taken  prisoners.  They  were 
brought  here  yesterday.  The  Captain,  whose  name  is 
Stanhope,  was  a  lieutenent  on  board  the  Glasgow.  It 
was  reported  that  he  was  a  son  of  Earl  Stanhope.  Upon 
examination  he  denied  it,  but  confessed  a  relation  and  ac- 
quaintance with  his  Lordship,  and  declined  giving  any  par- 
ticular account  of  himself.  I  am  informed  that  he  is  nearly 
related  to  his  Lordship ;  and  that  he  is  nephew  to  the 
Dutchess  of  Chandois.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  is  a 
person  of  some  consequence.  He  cannot  be  safely  kept 
here  unless  he  is  confined  in  close  jail,  which  I  should  not 
choose.  I  request  your  Excellency's  early  advice  upon  this 
subject ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  shall  take  every  prudent 
precaution  to  prevent  his  escape. 

I  am  greatly  concerned  at  tlie  disinclination  of  the  sol- 
diers to  reinlist  in  the  Continental  Army ;  and  should  be 
glad  to  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  deficiency  there  will 
probably  be,  that  our  attention  may  be  turned  towards  sup- 
plying our  quota  for  completing  the  army.  For  the  doing 
of  which,  your  Excellency  may  rely  upon  my  utmost  ex- 
ertions. 

I  am,   with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

humble  servant,  v  /-> 

'  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  General  Washington. 


John  Smith,  a  soldier  in  Captain  Harwood's  Company, 
and  in  Colonel  Learned's  Regiment,  confined  for  attempt- 
ing to  desert  to  the  enemy. 

The  prisoner  appears,  and  pleads  guilty. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
8th  as  well  as  of  the  7th  article  of  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  Massachusetts  Army,  and  therefore  adjudge 
him  to  pay  the  sum  of  eight  shillings  to  Brigadier-General 
Thomas,  to  defray  the  expense  of  bringing  him  back  to 
camp,  and  suffer  six  months  imprisonment  in  Newgate 
Prison,  in  Symsbury. 

Owen  Resick,  a  transient  person,  confined  for  aiding,  ad- 
vising, and  assisting  John  Smith  to  desert  to  the  enemy. 

The  prisoner  appears,  and  pleads  not  guilty. 

On  hearing  and  examining  the  evidence  brought  to  sup- 
port the  chiirge,  the  Court  are  of  opinion  the  prisoner  is 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  8th  and  31st  articles  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army;  and  there- 
fore adjudge  him  to  suffer  one  year's  imprisonment  in  New- 
gate Prison,  in  Symsbury,  and  as  much  longer  as  the  pre- 
sent disputes  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  shall 
subsist. 

Attest :  J.  Ward,  President. 

The  above  sentences  were  confirmed  by  Major-General 
Ward.  Samuel  Osgood,  Aid-de-camp. 

Abstract  of  Accounts  sent  the  General  respecting  the  fore- 
going Prisoners,  viz: 
Allowance  of  provisions,  subsistence  in  health 

and  during  sickness,  &tc.,  charged,  -  -  £18  13  11 
For  attendance  of  John   Smith,  Nathaniel 

Winchell's  account,  -------         260 

Ashel  Hollcomb,   Esq.,  keeping  guard  and 

tending,  &ic.,  John  Smith,-  ----  1114 
Purchase  Capon,  Eleazer  Rice,  Nathaniel 

Winchell,  and   Samuel  Prounty,  seventy 

nights  watching,  at  \s.  3d.,       -     .     .     _         4     7     6 
Surgeons,  dressing,  visits,  &c.,  John  Smith,         7     6     5 
Committee,  for  expenses,  ------         960 

Coffin  for  John  Short,  per  Elijah  Wolworth,  7     0 

£43  18     2 


AT    A    GENERAL    COURT-MARTIAL    HELD    AT    ROXBURY,    DE- 
CEMBER 4,  1775 — present: 

Colonel  Jonathan  Ward,  President. 

Members :  Captains  Rowley,  Hazeltine,  Ball,  and 
Briggs :  Lieutenants  Bissel,  Gray,  Pincheon,  J.  Gray, 
Jacobs,  Redding,  and  Sheppard. 

The  Court  being  duly  sworn,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of 
John  Short,  a  soldier  in  Captain  Clapp's  Company,  and 
Colonel  Cotton's  Regiment,  confined  for  desertion  and 
theft. 

The  prisoner  appears  and  pleads  not  guilty. 

On  hearing  the  evidence  brought  to  support  the  charge, 
the  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  the  prisoner  is  guilty. 
It  likewise  appears  very  clear  to  the  Court,  from  sundry 
papers  that  were  found  with  him,  and  from  his  own  inco- 
herent stories,  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  27th  and 
29th,  and  also  the  3d  article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Massachusetts  Army.  According  to  said  rules,  the 
Court  adjudge  the  following  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  out 
of  his  wages  and  effects,  viz:  To  Captain  Earl  Clapp,  the 
sum  of  1/.  I6s.,  for  expense  of  advertising  and  apprehend- 
ing him ;  also,  36s.,  that  said  Clapp  paid,  at  said  Short's 
desire,  for  a  former  theft.  To  William  Cowing,  a  soldier 
in  Captain  Clapp's  company,  36s.  lOrf.,  that  he  carried 
away  with  him  when  he  deserted.  To  Daniel  Crawford, 
in  said  company,  Al.  16s.,  for  the  damage  done  him  bv 
stealing  his  clothes.  Likewise  adjudge  him  to  be  whipped 
thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  naked  back,  and  suffer  two  years 
imprisonment  in  Newgate  Prison,  in  Symsbury,  and  as 
much  longer  as  the  present  contest  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  Colonies  shall  subsist. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  COLONEL  M^DOUGALL. 

Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  Henry  Knox,  Esq.,  having  informed  me  by  letter 
from  New-York,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that,  upon  his  appli- 
cation, you  had  been  kind  enough  to  promise  your  good 
offices  in  Congress,  to  have  twelve  good  iron  four-pound- 
ers, with  a  quantity  of  shells  and  shot,  sent  to  this  camp, 
and  also  to  spare  two  brass  six-pounders,  I  have  now  tho 
pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  we  are  fully  supplied  with 
shells  and  shot  from  the  store-ship  which  has  fortunately 
fallen  into  our  hands,  and  there  is  no  necessity  that  these 
two  articles  should  be  sent.  The  cannon  are  much  want- 
ed, and  I  should  be  much  obliged  by  your  having  them 
forwarded  as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

I  am,  &ic.,  George  Washington. 

Colonel  Alexander  McDougall,  New-  York. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  WILLIAM  BABTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you' 
that  he  does  not  consider  the  sloop  at  Cape-Anne,  sent  iu 
by  Captain  Broughton,  to  be  a  prize,  and  that  he  does  not 
wish  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  her.  There  should  al- 
ways be  great  care  taken  that  cargoes  brought  in  should 
not  be  injured  or  embezzled.  It  appears  that  the  vessel 
belongs  to  General  Greene,  and  he  will  dispose  of  her  as 
he  shall  think  proper.     I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

R.  H.  Harrison. 
William  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON    TO  WILLIAM    PALFREY.  -jj 

Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you 
that  he  received  your  favours  of  the  1st  and  3d  instant,  and 
that  your  activity  and  conduct  merit  his  aj)probation.     He 
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is  iiiucli  obliged  to  the  people  who  have  afforded  their  as- 
sistance in  securing  this  valuable  prize,  and  for  the  alert- 
ness they  have  discovered,  and  zeal  for  the  service  of  their 
■country.  You  will  be  pleased  to  spare  the  Committee  a 
few  of  the  cannon  shot,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  and 
mentioning  the  sort,  that  they  may  be  repaid  when  they 
get  theirs.  As  to  the  cannon,  his  Excellency  is  exceed- 
ingly sorry  that  the  want  of  them  iiere  is  so  great  that  he 
cannot  spare  them,  or  he  willingly  would.  His  Excellency 
thinks  that  the  ship  Concord  and  cargo  should  be  a  prize, 
as  the  enemy  every  day  are  seizing  our  vessels  ;  but,  con- 
ceiving himself  not  authorized  to  judge  a  vessel  coming 
from  Britain  here,  with  goods  for  a  company  or  house  in 
Boston,\\e  thinks  it  expedient  to  send  to  (.'ongress  for  their 
determination,  for  which  purpose  an  express  will  go  to- 
morrow morning,  with  such  letters  and  papers  as  may  be 
necessary  for  them  to  determine  upon. 

If  this  vessel  can  be  run  up  into  some  secure  place, 
where  the  enemy  cannot  get  her  again,  the  goods  may  and 
should  be  kept  on  board,  under  a  proper  guard,  to  prevent 
embezzlement.  But  if  this  cannot  be  done,  and  there  will 
be  danger  of  the  enemy's  recovering  the  ship  and  cargo, 
the  goods  must  be  landed.  The  bill  of  lading  is  sent  for 
that  purpose,  which  will  do  as  well  as  the  invoice.  There 
are  several  small  parcels  on  board,  for  which  there  are  no 
invoices.     1  am,  &.C., 

R.  H.  Harrison. 

P.  S.  The  Committee  may  keep  the  two  four-pounders 
you  spared  them  till  called  for.     Take  their  receipt. 
To  Colonel  John  Glover,  Marhhhead,  the  same. 


COLONEL  MOTLAN  TO  JONATHAN  GLOTER. 

Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  3d  instant,  giving 
an  account  of  Captain  Manly's  taking  the  sloop  Concord, 
from  Glasgow,  with  goods  from  Boston.  His  Excellency 
has  no  doubts  but  (as  the  enemy  are  seizing  and  making 
prizes  of  our  vessels  every  day)  that  reprisals  should  be 
made;  but  not  thinking  himself  authorized  to  declare  ves- 
sels taken,  transporting  goods  from  English  or  British 
owners  for  their  agents  here,  lawful  captures,  he  has 
thought  it  expedient  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Congress,  for  which  an  express  is  to  set  out 
with  every  necessary  letter  and  papers  that  were  found  on 
board  Captain  Lauiie.  If  the  ship  can  be  kept  entirely 
secure  from  the  enemy,  and  run  into  any  place  where 
there  would  be  no  risk  of  the  enemy  getting  her  again,  his 
Excellency  would  advise  the  cargo  to  be  kept  on  board, 
and  an  officer  and  guard  to  prevent  embezzlement  or  loss. 
If  this  cannot  be  done,  she  must  be  unladened,  and  the 
goods  secured  until  further  orders. 

1  am  yours,  &.c.,  S.  Moylan. 

To  William  BartUtt,  Esq.,  the  same. 


WILLIAM  WATSON  TO  STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 

Plymouth,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  much  esteemed  favour  of  the  1st  instant,  per 
iLieutenant  Champion,  came  to  hand  at  eight  o'clock,  Sa- 
itwrday  evening.  1  did,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 
.-set-out,  determined,  if  it  were  possible,  to  get  the  brigan- 
itine  to  sea  next  day,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  my  good 
•friend,  Mr.  Spooner,  I  happily  effected.  After  repairing 
•  on  board  the  brig  Saturday  night,  inquiring  into  the  cause 
of  the  uneasiness  among  the  people,  and  finding  it  princi- 
:pally  owing  to  their  want  of  clothing,  and  after  supplying 
them  with  what  they  wanted,  the  whole  crew,  to  a  man, 
gave  three  cheers,  and  declared  their  readiness  to  go  to  sea 
the  next  morning.  The  warm  weather  at  that  time,  and  the 
news  of  Captain  Manly's  good  success,  had  a  very  happy 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  The  brig  sailed  Sun- 
day afternoon,  and  has  had  fine  weather  ever  since. 

Captain  Coil  is  got  from  Barnstable,  has  hauled  his 
schooner  on  the  ways,  is  now  graving  and  refitting  her,  will 
be  ready  in  two  days,  and  is  determined  to  take  another 
cruise  in  her.     His  people  are  contented  and  behave  well. 

I  have  the  six  negroes  now  in  my  care,  and  shall  wait 
his  Excellency's  directions  respecting  them. 


I  have,  agreeably  to  the  General's  orders  of  the  16tli 
ultimo,  delivered  to  Jabcz  Hatch's  order  his  bedding  and 
wearing  apparel.     1  found  nothing  secreted  among  them. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  his  Excellency, 
that  instead  of  seven  half-joes  delivered  Captain  Coit  by 
Captain  Cojin,  it  was  eight  half-joes.  I  have  not  had  op- 
portunity yet  to  mention  this  matter  to  Captain  Coit.  If 
Coit  has  delivered  me  one  more  than  he  received  of  Cof- 
fin, I  shall  return  it  to  him. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Watson. 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  13,  1775.] 

Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  30th  ulti- 
mo, enclosing  an  inventory  of  the  military  stores  taken  on 
board  the  brig  Nancy,  by  Captain  Manly,  of  the  armed 
schooner  Lee.  I  have  now  to  inform  you,  that  he  has 
since  sent  into  Beverly  a  ship  named  the  Concord,  James 
Laurie  master,  liom  Greenock,  in  Scotland,  bound  to  Bos- 
ton. She  has  on  board  dry  goods  and  coals,  to  the  value 
of  3,606/.  9s.  Id.  sterling,  shipped  by  Crawford,  An- 
derson ^  Co.,  and  consigned  to  James  Anderson,  mer- 
chant, in  Boston.  It  is  mentioned  in  the  letters  found  on 
board,  that  this  cargo  was  for  the  use  of  the  army  ;  but  on 
strict  examination  I  find  it  is  really  the  properly  of  the 
shippers,  and  the  person  to  whom  consigned.  Pray 
what  is  to  be  done  with  this  ship  and  cargo  ?  and  what  with 
the  brigantine  which  brought  the  military  stores  ? 

It  was  agreed  in  the  conference  last  October,  "  that  all 
vessels  employed  merely  as  transports  and  unarmed,  with 
their  crews,  to  be  set  at  liberty  upon  their  giving  security  to 
return  to  Europe;  but  that  this  indulgence  be  not  extend- 
ed longer  than  till  the  first  of  April  next."  In  the  shippers' 
letter  they  mention,  '■  you  must  procure  a  certificate  from 
the  General  and  Admiral,  of  the  Concord's  being  in  the 
Government  service,  such  as  the  Glasgow  packet  brought 
with  her,  which  was  of  great  service,  procured  a  liberty  to 
arm  her,  which  was  refused  us,  also  gave  her  a  preference  for 
some  recruits  that  went  out  in  her."  In  another  part  of 
their  letter  they  say,  "  Captain  inune  will  deliver  you  the 
contract  for  the  coals:  we  gave  it  to  him,  as  it  perhaps 
might  be  of  use  as  a  certificate  of  his  ship  being  employed 
in  the  Government  service."  Every  letter  on  board 
breathes  nothing  but  enmity  to  this  country,  and  a  vast 
number  of  them  there  are. 

It  is  some  time  since  I  recommended  to  the  Congress 
that  they  would  institute  a  court  for  the  trial  of  prizes  made 
by  the  Continental  armed  vessels,  which  I  hope  they  have 
ere  now  taken  into  their  consideration,  otherwise  I  should 
again  take  the  liberty  of  urging  it  in  the  most  pressing 
manner. 

The  scandalous  conduct  of  a  great  number  of  the  Con- 
necticut troops,  has  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
in  a  body  of  the  militia  much  sooner  than  I  apprehended 
there  would  be  an  occasion  for  such  a  step.  I  was  afraid 
some  time  ago  that  they  would  incline  to  go  home  when 
the  time  of  their  inlistment  expired.  I  called  upon  the 
officers  of  the  several  regiments,  to  know  whether  they 
could  prevail  on  the  men  to  remain  until  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, or  till  a  sufficient  number  of  other  forces  could  be 
raised  to  supply  their  place  :  I  suppose  they  were  deceived 
themselves;  1  know  they  deceived  me,  by  assurances  that 
I  need  be  under  no  apprehension  on  that  score,  for  the 
men  would  not  leave  the  lines.  Last  Friday  showed  how 
much  they  were  mistaken,  as  the  major  part  of  the  troops 
of  that  Colony  were  going  away  with  their  arms  and  am- 
munition. We  have,  however,  by  threats,  persuasion,  and 
the  activity  of  the  people  of  the  country,  who  sent  back 
many  of  them  that  had  set  out,  prevailed  upon  the  most 
part  to  stay  ;  there  are  about  eighty  of  them  missing.  I 
have  called  in  three  thousand  men  from  this  Province  ;  and 
General  Sullivan,  who  lately  returned  from  the  Province 
of  New- Hampshire,  having  informed  me  that  a  number  of 
men  were  there  ready  at  the  shortest  notice,  I  have  de- 
manded two  thousand  from  that  Province.  These  two 
bodies  I  expect  will  be  in  by  the  10th  instant,  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  the  Connecticut  men,  whom  I  have  pro- 
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mised  to  dismiss  on  that  day,  as  well  as  the  numbers  to 
whom  1  was  obliged  to  grant  furloughs  before  any  would 
inlist. 

As  the  same  defection  is  much  to  be  apprehended  when 
the  time  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  Neiv- Hampshire,  and 
Rhode-Island  forces  are  expired,  I  beg  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  this  important  affair.  I  am  informed  that  it 
has  been  the  custom  of  these  Provinces,  in  the  last  war,  for 
the  legislative  powers  to  order  every  town  to  provide  a 
certain  quota  of  men  for  the  campaign  :  this,  or  some  other 
mode,  should  be  at  present  adopted,  as  I  am  satisfied  the 
men  cannot  be  had  witliout.  This  the  Congress  will 
please  to  take  into  their  immediate  consideration.  My 
suspicions  on  this  head  I  shall  also  communicate  to  the 
Governours  Trumljull  and  Cooke;  also  to  the  New- Hamp- 
shire Convention. 

The  number  inlisted  in  the  last  week  are  about  thirteen 
hundred  men  ;  by  this  you  see  how  slow  this  important 
work  goes  on.  Enclosed  is  a  letter  wrote  to  me  by  Gen- 
eral Putnam,  recommending  Colonel  Babcock  to  the  Bri- 
gadier-Generalship now  vacant  in  this  army.  I  know  no- 
thing of  this  gentleman  ;  but  I  wish  the  vacancy  was  filled, 
as  the  want  of  one  is  attended  with  very  great  inconve- 
niences. 

An  express  has  just  come  in  from  General  Schuyler, 
with  letters  from  Colonel  Arnold  and  General  Montgo- 
mery, copies  of  which  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  think  affairs  carry  a  pleasing  aspect  in 
that  quarter.  The  reduction  of  Qiiebeck  is  an  object  of 
such  great  importance,  that  I  doubt  not  the  Congress  will 
give  every  assistance  in  their  power  for  the  accomplishing 
it  this  winter. 

By  the  last  accounts  from  the  armed  schooners  sent  to 
the  river  St.  Lawrence,  I  fear  we  have  but  little  to  ex- 
pect from  tiiem  ;  they  were  falling  short  of  provisions,  and 
mention  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  return,  which  at  this 
time  is  particularly  unfortunate,  as,  if  they  choose  a  proper 
station,  all  the  vessels  coming  dflwn  that  river  must  fall  into 
their  hands.  The  plague,  trouble,  and  vexation  I  have 
had  with  the  crews  of  all  the  armed  vessels,  is  inexpressi- 
ble. I  do  believe  there  is  not  on  earth  a  more  disorderly 
set.  Every  time  they  come  into  port  we  hear  of  nothing 
but  mutinous  complaints.  Manly's  success  has  lately, 
and  but  lately,  quieted  his  people.  The  crews  of  the 
Washington  and  Harrison  have  actually  deserted  them  ; 
so  that  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  the 
agent  to  lay  the  latter  up,  and  get  hands  for  the  other  on 
the  best  terms  he  could. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  honourable 
Board,  have  sent  me  a  vote  of  theirs  relative  to  the  har- 
bour of  Cape-  Cod,  which  you  have  herewith.  I  shall  send 
an  officer  thither  to  examine  what  can  be  done  for  its  de- 
fence ;  though  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  able  to  give  them 
such  assistance  as  may  be  requisite,  for  I  have  at  present 
neither  men,  powder,  or  cannon  to  spare.  The  great  want 
of  powder  is  what  the  attention  of  Congress  should  be  par- 
ticularly applied  to.  I  dare  not  attempt  any  thing  offen- 
sive, let  tiie  temptation  or  advantage  be  ever  so  great,  as  I 
have  not  more  of  that  most  essential  article  than  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  defend  our  lines,  should  the  enemy 
attempt  to  attack  them. 

By  recent  information  from  Boston,  Gen.  Howe  is  going  to 
send  out  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  in  order,  it  is  thought, 
to  make  more  room  for  his  expected  reinforcements. 
There  is  one  part  of  the  information  that  1  can  hardly  give 
credit  to:  a  sailor  says  that  a  number  of  those  coming  out 
have  been  inoculated,  with  design  of  spreading  the  small- 
pox through  this  country  and  camp.  I  have  communica- 
ted this  to  the  General  Court,  and  recommended  their 
attention  thereto.  They  are  arming  one  of  the  transports 
in  Boston,  with  which  they  mean  to  decoy  some  of  our 
armed  vessels.  As  we  are  apprised  of  their  design,  I 
hope  they  will  be  disappointed. 

My  best  respects  wait  on  the  gentlemen  in  Congress, 
and  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  was  misinformed  when  I  mentioned  that  one 
regiment  had  arrived  at  Boston;  a  few  companies  of  the 
seventeenth,  and  artillery,  were  all  that  are  yet  come.  Near 


three  hundred  persons  are  landed  on  Point  Shirley,  from 
Boston. 


GENERAL    PUTNAM  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Camp  in  Cambridge,  December  1,  1775. 

Sir:  I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  your  Ex- 
cellency will  be  so  obliging  as  to  recommend  my  worthy 
friend.  Colonel  Henry  Babcock,  to  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  to  be  appointed  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  in  the  Continental  Army.  I  have  been  upon  ser- 
vice with  him  several  campaigns  the  last  war,  and  have 
seen  him  in  action  behave  with  great  spirit  and  fortitude, 
when  he  had  the  command  of  a  regiment.  He  has  this 
day  been  very  serviceable  in  assisting  me  in  quelling  a 
mutiny,  and  bringing  back  a  number  of  deserters. 

Your  Excellency  well  knows  I  am  in  great  want  of  a 
Brigadier-General  in  my  division,  and  such  a  one  as  lean 
put  confidence  in  and  rely  upon.  1  know  of  no  man  who 
will  fill  the  vacancy  with  more  honour  than  the  gentleman 
above  named. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth  and  regard, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam,  M.  G. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  1,1775. 

Upon  a  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  and  Colo- 
nel Orne,  with  such  as  the  Honourable  Board  shall  join,  be 
a  Committee  to  acquaint  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington of  the  importance  of  Cape- Cod  harbour,  and  to 
confer  with  him  on  some  method  to  deprive  the  enemy  of 
the  advantage  they  now  receive  therefrom. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence.  t    T.r  o      7 

■^  J.   Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Coancil,  December  1,  1775. 

Read  and  concurred.      Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  is  joined. 
Perez  Morton,  Hep.  Sec'y. 

ORDERS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  1,  1775. 
(Parole,  Exeter.)  (Counlenign,  Providence.) 

The  fatal  consequences  which  have  at  all  times,  and 
upon  all  occasions,  befallen  armies  attacked  at  unawares, 
when  men  are  scattered  and  remote  from  their  posts,  or 
negligent  whilst  at  them,  are  too  well  known,  and  very 
often  too  unhappily  felt,  to  stand  in  need  of  description ; 
whereas,  a  handful  of  men,  prepared  for  an  attack,  are 
seldom  defeated  :  It  is  therefore  ordered,  in  the  most  ex- 
press and  peremptory  terms,  that  no  non-commissioned 
officer  or  soldier  do  presume,  under  any  pretence  what- 
soever, day  or  night,  to  be  out  of  drum-call  of  his  alarm 
post,  without  leave  of  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer 
of  the  company  he  belongs  to.  And  it  is  also  as  expressly 
ordered  that  no  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  do 
pass  from  Cambridge,  and  the  lines  on  this  side  the  river, 
to  Roxbury,  or  come  from  thence  hither,  or  go  from  either 
to  any  other  place  in  the  neighbourhood,  without  a  written 
pass  from  the  Captain  or  commanding  officer  of  the  com- 
pany he  belongs  to,  although  he  should  not  mean  to  stay 
more  than  an  hour  or  two. 

Tiie  officers  of  each  regiment  are  to  be  subject  to  the 
same  restraints,  and  to  obtain  leave  in  the  same  manner 
from  the  Colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment 
they  respectively  belong  to  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  all 
officers  and  soldiers  in  this  army  will  pay  the  strictest  at- 
tention to  this  order,  as  they  shall  answer  the  consequence. 
This  order  is  not  intended  to  change  the  mode  of  giving 
furloughs,  (already  pointed  out  in  past  orders,)  the  sole^ 
design  being  to  keep  men  to  their  duty,  that  they  may  be 
always  ready  to  meet  their  enemy  upon  the  shortest  notice. 

It  is  again  and  again  expressly  ordered,  that  an  officer 
of  each  company  do  once  a  day  examine  the  arms  and 
ammunition  of  the  company  lie  belongs  to,  and  see  that 
they  are  fit  for  use.  This  and  the  foregoing  orders  are  to 
be  frequently  read  to  the  men,  and  the  usefulness  of  them 
fully  inculcated  upon  their  minds  ;  they  are  to  be  consi- 
dered as  standing  orders,  till  countermanded. 

The  Colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  new  esta- 
blished  regiments  are  to  take  especial  care  that  the  new      / 
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recruits  are  put  under  proper  drill-sergeants  as  fast  as  they 
join,  in  order  that  they  may,  as  quick  as  possible,  be  made 
acquainted  with  their  duty.  It  is  also  recommended  to 
these  gentlemen  to  provide  their  regiments  with  good 
drummers  and  fifers. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  2, 1775. 
(Parok, .)  XCounttrMgn, .) 

James  McCormick,  of  Captain  Dibble's  company,  in 
Colonel  fVooclbriJge's  regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  "  striking  General  Putnam's  horse,  and  saying, 
at  the  same  time,  damn  you !  who  is  there  ?  clear  the 
road  !  and  for  repeatedly  leaving  the  camp  without  ordei-s." 
The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  3d,  15lh,  16th,  and  17th  Articles  of  War, 
and  adjudge  him  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  bare 
back. 

Sergeant  James  King,  of  Colonel  Patterson's  regi- 
ment, tried  at  the  sameGeneral  Court-Martial,  upon  an 
appeal  from  a  Regimental  Court-Martial.  The  Court  were 
of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  being  absent  from 
his  regiment  without  leave,  and  of  striking  and  abusing 
Sergeant  Goodrich  when  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and 
therefore  adjudge  the  prisoner  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks 
and  pay  a  fine  of  twenty  shillings,  to  be  approi)riated  ac- 
cording to  the  51st  Article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
of  the  Army. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  3,  1775. 
(Parolt,  Simbridge.)  CCounteniffn,  Hartley.) 

It  is  with  surprise  and  astonishment  the  General  learns, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  information  which  was  communi- 
cated to  the  Connecticut  troops,  of  the  relief  being  order- 
ed to  supply  their  places  by  the  10th  of  this  month,  that 
many  of  them  have  taken  their  arms  with  them  and  gone 
off,  not  only  without  leave,  but  contrary  to  express  orders. 
This  is,  therefore,  to  inform  those  who  remain,  that  the 
General  has  sent  an  express  to  the  Governour  of  Connec- 
ticut with  the  names  of  such  men  as  have  left  the  cainp, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  in  a  manner  suited 
to  the  ignominy  of  their  behaviour.  The  General  also  in- 
forms those  who  remain,  that  it  is  necessary  for  them  to 
obtain  a  written  discharge  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment  they  belong  to,  when  they  are  dismissed  on 
the  10th  instant,  that  they  may  be  distinguished  from  and 
not  treated  as  deserters. 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  the  Connecti- 
cut regiments  are  to  give  in  the  names  of  all  those  of  their 
respective  regiments,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  4,  1775. 
(Parole,  Cui/iing.}  (Counleraign,  Payne.) 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Brigadier-General  SicUivan  was  Presi- 
dent, for  "  leaving  his  commanding  officer  without  per- 
mission or  orders,  and  returning  to  Cambridge."  The 
Court,  after  mature  consideration  of  the  evidence,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  was,  by  absolute 
necessity,  obliged  to  return  with  his  division,  and  do  there- 
fore acquit  him  with  honour. 

The  General  orders  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eiios  to  be 
forthwith  released  from  his  arrest. 


Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 
Parole,  Albany.     Countersign,  Bristol. 


prisoners,  (all  blacks,)  with  four  exceeding  fine  muskets, 
and  defeated  the  guard.  There  is  hardly  an  hour  in  the 
day  but  we  exchange  a  few  shot.     I  am,  &ic. 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  SCOTT 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  WILLIAMSBURGH,  VA.,  DATED  GREAT- 
BRIDGE,  DECEMBER  4,   1775. 

Since  my  last  we  have  sent  a  party  of  one  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Stevens,  of  the  Minute  Battalion, 
over  the  river,  who  fell  in  last  night,  about  twelve  o'clock, 
with  a  guard  of  about  thirty  men,  chiefly  negroes.  They 
got  close  up  to  the  sentinel  undiscovered  ;  the  sentinel  chal- 
lenged, and  was  not  answered,  upon  whicii  he  fired.  Our 
people  being  too  eager,  began  the  fire  immediately,  with- 
out orders,  and  kept  it  up  very  hot  for  near  fifteen  minutes. 
We  killed  one,  burnt  another  in  the  house,  and  took  two 


CONSTITUTIONAL  POST-OFFICE  OF  ANNAPOLIS. 

Annapolis  CoDstitutional  Post-OiEce,  ) 
December  5,  1775.      J 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Northward  and  South- 
ward Mails  arrive  at  this  office  every  Friday  at  two  o'clock, 
and  return  the  same  day  at  six ;  and  on  every  Monday  a 
rider  leaves  this  town  for  Baltimore,  and  returns  on  2\i.es- 
day  for  the  Northward  Mail. 

The  Constitutional  Office  having  been  instituted  by  the 
Congress  for  the  security  and  ready  conveyance  of  letters 
and  all  kinds  of  intelligence  through  this  Continent,  and 
as  the  same  has  been  attended  with  a  great  expense,  it  is 
not  doubted  that  all  well-wishers  to  the  present  laudable 
opposition  in  America  will  promote  the  same,  by  sending, 
and  procuring  to  be  sent,  all  letters,  packages,  &,c.,  to  the 
Constitutional  Post-Office. 

William  Whetcroft,  Postmaster. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarlors,  Elizabetlitown,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letters  I  wrote  yesterday  to  Col- 
onel Woodhull  at  New-York,  I  have  this  moment  received 
a  letter  from  him,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

The  receipt  of  this  letter  shall  make  no  alteration  in 
my  conduct  with  regard  to  preparing  the  six  companies 
ordered  to  march  to  the  new  fortress  on  Hudson  river, 
but  shall  hold  them  in  readiness  to  march  until  further  or- 
der from  the  Congress.  The  members  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  country  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  new  fortress,  must  know  the  im- 
possibility of  quartering  men  in  any  place  contiguous  to 
it,  for  there  are  not  five  habitable  houses  within  five  miles 
of  it.  It  is  my  private  opinion  that  we  can  at  any  time 
aid  that  fortress  from  hence  as  well  as  from  any  other 
place  I  know  of,  especially  if  I  am  allowed  a  discretionary 
power  of  giving  such  aid,  whenever,  by  my  intelligence,  I 
find  it  is  like  to  be  necessary  :  the  men,  in  the  mean 
time,  will  be  made  more  fit  for  service.  However,  I  shall 
strictly  adhere  to  any  instructions  I  may  receive  from  the 
Congress. 

There  are,  I  am  informed,  several  men,  who  were  re- 
cruited in  this  Province  for  the  Neiv-York  regiment  in  the 
Continental  service,  lately  returned  into  this  neighbourhood, 
I  believe,  without  discharges  ;  they  spread  evil  reports  of 
the  hardships  they  pretend  to  have  met  with,  and  greatly 
discourage  the  present  service.  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
instructed  what  I  may  do  with  such  as  I  meet  with. 

With  great  veneration  and  esteem,  I  am  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


NATHANIEL  WOODHULL  TO  LORD   STIRLING. 

New-Yorli,  December  5,  1775. 
Mr  Lord  :  We  were  honoured  last  night  with  your 
favour  of  yesterday,  upon  the  subject  of  arms  for  your 
troops,  their  marching  to  the  new  fort,  and  tlie  making  pro- 
vision of  fire-wood  and  other  necessaries  for  them.  In 
answer  to  which  we  inform  you,  that  the  Deputy  Commis- 
sary-General has  orders  to  provide  provisions  for  one  thou- 
sand men,  a  considerable  part  of  which  is  already  sent  to 
the  fort,  and  we  have  directed  our  Commissioners  to  pur- 
chase fire-wood  sufficient  for  the  barracks  now  built,  and 
to  be  built,  for  the  winter  season.  Those  already  built 
will  not  lodge  more  than  three  hundred  men,  and  a  great 
part  of  them  are  now  occupied  by  the  workmen ;  the  re 
maining  part  will  not  quarter  more  than  two  complete 
companies.  Two  incomplete  companies  are  now  there, 
and  a  third  came  from  thence  a  few  days  ago,  to  guard  the 
prisoners  to  Newark.  When  this  company  was  there,  the 
barracks  were  much  crowded.  It  is  expected  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  winter,  additional  barracks  will  be  built, 
which,  with  those  already  built,  will  lodge  about  one  thou- 
sand men.     At  present,  it  will  be  impossible  to  quarter  the 
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six  companies  you  mention  in  the  fort.     If  they  are  sent 
up,  they  must  be  quartered  in  the  neiglibourhood. 

We  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  supply  the  fort  with  any 
powder  or  ball.  When  it  is  in  our  power,  we  shall  do  it 
very  cheerfully.  This  Colony  has  been  gleaned  of  its 
arms  to  furnisii  the  troops  raised  in  it.  Many  have  been 
impressed  for  this  purpose;  and  this  city,  in  particular,  has 
been  stripped  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  of  its  best  arms,  so 
that  we  are  very  badly  armed  as  a  Colony,  and  have  no 
arms  in  our  power  to  spare.  Our  Colony  has  already  put 
all  its  publick  arms  in  the  Continental  service,  and  we 
hope  our  neighbours  oi  Jersey  have  spared  their's  before 
they  called  on  us,  stripped  as  we  are. 

Our  zeal  to  promote  the  publick  service  has  determined 
us  to  purchase  about  one  hundred  muskets  of  our  citizens, 
of  different  bores,  with  bayonets  and  steel  ramrods,  for 
your  troops,  for  which  we  are  to  pay  four  pounds  per  mus- 
ket. To  prevent  any  misunderstanding  in  settling  the  pub- 
lick accounts,  we  expect  these  arms  are  to  be  on  account  of 
your  Colony,  or  the  Confederated  Colonies.  They  will  be 
in  order  in  about  ten  days.  Wiien  they  are  finished  we 
shall  advise  you. 

We  are,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  members  present : 

Nathaniel  Woodhcll. 

The  Right  Hon.  William^  Earl  of  Stirling. 


NEW-YORK    CONGRESS    TO    COMMISSIONERS  AT  HIGHLANDS. 

New- York,  December  5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Continental  Congress  have  ordered 
six  companies  ol  ninety  men  each,  besides  those  already 
here,  to  be  placed  in  the  fortifications  on  Hudson  river. 
These  six  companies  are  nearly  ready,  and  if  barracks  can 
be  fit  to  receive  them,  may  be  there  in  eight  days.  We 
earnestly  request  you  to  have  sufficient  barracks  completed 
for  a  thousand  men,  if  possible,  and  to  lay  in  immediately 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  fire-wood  for  the  barracks  that  now 
are  and  can  be  built. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants.     By  order. 

To  John  Grenell,  Samuel  Bayard,   fVilliam  Bedlow,  and 
Jonathan  Lawrence,  Esquires. 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City 
and  County  o(  New-York,  on  Tuesday  evening,  December 
5,  1775.     Present :  John  Broome,  Chairman, 

Colonel  Hyer,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Captain  Dennis,  Mr.  Van  Voorhies, 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Ray,  Son.,  Mr.  Berrian, 

Mr.  Brinkerhoff,  Mr.  Banker,  Mr.  Anthony, 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Phenix,  Mr.  Bull, 

Mr.  Brewer,  Captain  Pell,  Mr.  Janeway, 

Mr.  Ramsay,  Mr.  Ray,  Jun.,  Colonel  Lasher, 

Mr.  Totten,  Mr.  Bassctt,  Mr.  John  Anthony, 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Byvanck,  Mr.  Roomo, 

Mr.  Moero,  Mr.  Abeel,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  Abrahams,  Mr.  Sharpo,  Mr.  Mulligan, 

Mr.  Breasted,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  BurUng, 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  T.  Curtenius. 

The  case  of  James  Taylor,  respecting  his  having  quitted 
his  post  at  Foster  Lewis's,  and  suffering  two  prisoners  to 
escape,  having  been  resumed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  issue  his  Warrant  to  ap- 
prehend the  said  James  Taylor,  and  hold  him  to  bail  until 
he  be  discharged  by  order  of  Congress  or  the  Committee. 

A  draft  of  a  Petition  to  the  honourable  the  Provincial 
Congress  for  the  Province  of  New-  York,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows,  viz  : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  New- York. 
The  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New- York,  humbly  shoivcth: 

That  a  body  of  troops,  from  a  neighbouring  Colony,  did 
lately  make  their  publick  entry  into  the  city  at  noon-day, 
and  did  seize  and  carry  off  the  types  belonging  to  one  of 
the  publick  Printers  of  this  Colony,  without  any  authority 
from  the  Continental  or  this  Congress,  your  Petitioners, 
or  any  other  body  having  power  to  grant  such  authority. 
And  being  apprehensive  that  such  incursions,  should  they 


be  repeated,  will  be  productive  of  many  great  and  evil 
consequences  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  place  wherein  they 
may  be  hereafter  made,  your  Petitioners  do  therefore  con- 
ceive it  highly  necessary,  in  the  present  situation  of  publick 
affairs,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  internal  peace  and  harmony 
of  each  Colony,  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  general 
union  of  the  Continent,  now  happily  subsisting,  and  so 
essential  at  this  juncture,  that  eacli  of  the  Associated  Co- 
lonies on  the  Continent  should  have  the  sole  management 
and  regulation  of  its  publick  matters  by  its  Congress  or 
Committee,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress. 

Your  Petitioners  do  therefore  most  humbly  pray,  that 
this  honourable  House  of  Delegates  would  be  pleased  to 
take  the  premises  into  their  consideration,  and  devise  some 
expedient  to  prevent,  for  the  future,  the  inhabitants  of  any 
of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  coming  into  this,  to  direct  the 
publick  affairs  of  it,  or  to  destroy  the  property  or  invade  the 
liberty  of  its  inhabitants,  without  the  direction  of  the  Con 
tinental  or  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or 
the  Committee  of  the  County  into  which  such  inhabitants 
may  come,  or  of  the  Continental  Generals,  unless  there 
should  be  an  invasion  into  this  Colony.  And  your  Peti- 
tioners, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray,  &;c. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  fairly  copied,  and  signed  by 
the  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  and  delivered  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Congress. 

It  having  been  represented  that  John  Roff,  Boatman, 
loaded  for  the  Provincial  account  with  Provisions  and 
other  necessaries,  intended  to  leave  this  City,  for  Albany, 
this  night,  and  a  man-of-war's  Tender  being  on  a  cruise  up 
the  North  River : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Roff  be  directed  not  to 
depart  this  City  without  leave  from  the  Chairman  of  this 
Committee. 

Information  having  been  brought  to  the  Committee,  that 
an  Armed  Vessel  was  gone  up  the  North  River,  which 
might  intercept  the  Vessels  coming  down  with  Provisions, 

Ordered,  That  an  Express  be  despatched  to  give  notice 
to  all  the  landing  places  as  far  up  as  Constitution  Fort, 
unless  he  shall  have  information  that  the  said  Vessel  m 
returned  to  New- York. 

It  having  been  represented  to  the  Committee  that  the 
appointment  of  a  Town  Major  is  very  necessary  at  this 
time,  and  the  same  being  put  to  vote,  fVilliam  Leary  was 
appointed  by  a  majority  of  voices. 

Ordered,  That  fVilliam  Leary  be  recommended  to  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  request  that  he  may  be  appointed 
accordingly ;  and  that  he  be  desired  to  act  until  he  receives 
a  commission  for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Committee  that  there 
are  vacancies  in  several  of  the  Beats  in  this  City,  for  want 
of  which  being  filled  up  by  their  proper  Officers  the  Night- 
Watch  is  greatly  interrupted  : 

Ordered,  That  the  commanding  officer  of  every  Regi- 
ment be  authorized  to  appoint  a  day  of  election  for  every 
vacant  office  within  his  Regiment,  excepting  Field  or  Staff 
Officers,  and  be  empowered  to  call  upon  two  Committee- 
men, who  are  hereby  required  to  attend  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed to  fill  up  the  same,  according  to  the  direction  of 
the  Provincial  Congress. 

The  examination  of  John  Myford,  for  aiding  and  assist- 
ing in  the  inlisting  of  men  to  send  on  board  ihe  Asia  man- 
of-war  :  He  says  he  never  did  supply  the  man-of-war  with 
oars,  but  that  Mr.  Lott  has  had  his  boat,  but  does  not  know 
what  was  carried  on  board ;  that  Captain  Harris  and  the 
other  two  men  were  not  above  two  or  three  hours  at  his 
house;  that  they  informed  him  they  were  going  up  to 
Poughkeepsie,  and  had  some  money,  of  which  they  were 
afraid  of  being  robbed,  and  desired  the  use  of  the  pistols, 
for  which  tiiey  left  him  a  half-johannes  in  pledge ;  that  he 
never  supplied  the  man-of-war  with  provisions  at  any  time 
whatever;  that  he  did  not  make  use  of  any  expressions 
against  the  Congress;  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with 
Richard  Sprong's  going  on  board  of  the  man-of-war,  or 
inlisting  as  a  soldier. 

The  Committee  having  heard  the  charge  against  the  said 
JoAn  ilii//ord,  and  his  defence,  .  •» 
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Ordered,  Tliat  he  be  discharged  from  his  confinement, 
with  a  reprimand  from  the  Chairman. 

It  having  been  represented  that  there  was  a  necessity  for 
certain  Regulations  for  the  Nighl-Watch  in  this  City, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  Committee  of  tlie  following  gentlemen 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  set  of  Regulations,  and  report 
them  to  the  next  Committee,  viz:  Colonel  Lasher,  Colonel 
Hyer,  Ma'prAbeel,  Captain  Berrian,  Major  Stoutenburgh, 
and  Captain  Gilbert. 

Mr.  Curtenius  moves  that  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt  be  ap- 
pointed Major  in  the  Third  Battalion,  and  Patrick  Welsh 
Adjutant. 

The  office  of  Secretary  to  this  Board  being  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Blagge, 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  procure  and  commission  a 
suitable  person  to  supply  his  place. 


are  in  rebellion,  the  King  would  conquer  them,  and  their 
estates  be  forfeited  ;  and  if  they  take  up  arms  against  them, 
the  King,  for  their  services,  will  give  them  the  Whigs'  pos- 
sessions :  The  Committee,  taking  these  matters  into  con- 
sideration, and  being  of  opinion  that  the  denial  of  their 
authority  is  of  the  last  importance,  and  not  being  clear  that 
any  particular  rule  is  pointed  out  by  Congress,  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  solicit  their  advice  in  the  premises. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Samuel  Dodge,  Chairman. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York. 


Committae  Chamber,  Friday  evening 
December  8,  1775 


"g.  I 

Twenty-eight  Members  met,  who  not  being  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  House,  they  dismissed. 

Committee  Chamber,  Tuesday  evening,  ) 
December  12,  1775.      I 

The  following  Members  met,  viz:  John  Broome,  Chair- 
man, 

Mr.  Janeway,  Mr.  Roome,  Mr.  D.  Phenix, 

Mr.  Bassett,  Captain  Foil,  Mr.  Dunscomb, 

Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  C.  P.  Low,  Mr.  Tcmpleton, 

Colonel  Lasher,  Mr.  J.  Totton,  Mr.  Abeel, 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Abrahams,  Mr.  Ray,  Sen., 

Mr.  N.  Roosevelt,  Captain  Dennis,  Mr.  Ray,  Jun., 

Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  h.  Burling,  Mr.  Bleeker. 

Mr.  Ramsey,  Mr.  W.  Denning, 

The  above  Members  requested  the  Chairman  to  have  an 
order  served  on  the  absenting  Members,  and  know  from 
them  if  they  intended  serving  as  Committee-men  in  future. 


MAJOR  SKENE  TO  HUGH  GAINE. 

Asia,  December  5,  1775. 

Mr.  Gaine  :  I  was  much  surprised  on  reading  your  pa- 
per of  the  20th  of  November  last,  to  find  that  you  was 
assured  "  that  Major  Skene,  the  younger,  who  was  released 
from  close  confinement  on  his  parole  of  honour,  lately  made 
his  escape  from  Connecticut,"  Stc. 

This  assertion,  being  entirely  groundless,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects my  parole  of  honour,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform 
the  publick  thereof,  in  order  to  remove  any  impressions 
which  so  base  an  act  must  have  made  on  them.  It  is  out 
of  my  power,  at  present,  to  give  any  further  proof  of  my 
innocence,  than  by  appealing  to  the  Committee  at  Hart- 
ford, for  the  truth  of  what  I  declare,  and  which  I  am  posi- 
tive they  will  not  contradict. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Andrew  P.  Sblene. 


COLONEL  KNOX  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  December  5,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  I  arrived  here 
yesterday,  and  made  preparations  to  go  over  the  lake  this 
morning,  but  General  Schuyler  reaching  here  before  day 
prevents  my  going  over  for  an  hour  or  two.  He  has  given 
me  a  list  of  stores  on  the  other  side,  from  which  I  am  en- 
abled to  send  an  inventory  of  those  which  1  intend  to  for- 
ward to  camp.  The  garrison  at  Ticonderoga  is  so  weak, 
the  conveyance  from  the  fort  to  the  landing  is  so  difficult, 
the  passage  across  the  lake  so  precarious,  that  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  ten  days  at  least  before  I  can  get  (hem  on  this 
side.  When  they  are  here,  the  conveyance  from  hence 
will  depend  entirely  on  the  sledding;  if  that  is  good,  they 
shall  immediately  move  forward  ;  without  sledding,  the  roads 
are  so  much  gullied  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  move  a 
step.  General  Schuyler  will  do  every  thing  possible  to 
forward  this  business. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  General  Schuyler  assures  me,  that,  although  the 
navigation  through  Lake-George  should  be  stopped,  yet,  if 
there  is  any  sledding,  they  shall  move  on  another  way. 

A  List  of  Stores  to  be  conveyed  to  Camp  at  Cambridge, 
from  Ticonderoga. 

Twelve  18-pounders,  iron;  one  18-pounder,  brass;  two 
13-inch  iron  mortars  ;  one  7-  inch  iron  mortar ;  one  6J-inch 
iron  mortar;  two  mortars,  one  10^-inch,  iron  ;  one  10-inch, 
iron  ;  two  howitz,  one  SJ-inch,  iron;  one  8-inch,  iron  ;  one 
8-inch  mortar,  brass  ;  one  cohorn,  brass  ;  eleven  brass  field- 
pieces,  4-pounders ;  one  brass  field-piece,  24-pounder ; 
twenty-five  boxes  lead,  the  quantity  in  each  unknown.  A 
small  quantity  of  flints. 

The  beds  for  mortars,  and  the  carriages  for  the  cannon, 
are  to  be  made  at  camp,  except  six  field-carriages  for  the 
brass  field-pieces,  which  are  now  making  at  Albany. 


PUTCHESS  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  NEW-YORK 
CONGRESS. 

Poughkeepsie,  December  5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Some  few  days  past,  three  men  were  com- 
mitted to  jail  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  General 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  on  a  charge  of  having 
aided  and  assisted  Peter  Harris  in  inlisting  men  for  the 
Ministerial  Army.  The  Committee  o( Poughkeepsie  Pre- 
cinct, having  reason  to  believe  that  some  further  discovery 
might  be  made  of  the  pernicious  scheme  carrying  on  in 
this  County  against  the  friends  o{  American  liberty,  as 
well  to  procure  further  evidences  against  said  prisoners, 
the  Chairman  issued  citations  for  a  number  of  persons  to 
appear  before  said  Committee  the  4th  instant,  on  which 
day  most  of  them  appeared  ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Ellis  being 
called  in  to  qualify  them,  three  persons,  whom  the  Com- 
mittee deemed  the  most  material  witnesses,  refused  to  be 
sworn,  and  contemned  the  authority  of  the  Committee,  say- 
ing, they  had  taken  counsel  so  to  do. 

And  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that  there  are  se- 
veral very  officious  Ministerial  agents  in  this  County,  who 
have  corrupted  the  minds  of  many  of  the  ignorant  and  baser 
sort  of  men  among  us,  maliciously  telling  them,  the  Whigs 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Holland.House,  near  the  Heights  of  Abraham, 
December  5,  1775. 

My  dear  General:  I  have  been  this  evening  favoured 
with  yours  of  the  19th  ult.,  and  return  you  many  thanks 
for  your  warm  congratulations.  Nothing  shall  be  wanting 
on  my  part  to  reap  the  advantage  of  our  good  fortune.  The 
season  has  proved  so  favourable  as  to  enable  me  to  join 
Colonel  Arnold  at  Point-aux- Trembles,  where  I  arrived 
with  the  vessels  Mr.  Prescott  made  us  a  present  of.  They 
carried  the  few  troops,  about  three  hundred,  which  were 
equipped  for  a  winter  campaign,  with  the  artillery,  &;c. 
Colonel  Livingston  is  on  his  way,  with  sotne  part  of  his 
regiment  of  Canadians. 

Mr.  Carleton,  who  is  I  suppose  ashamed  to  show  him- 
self in  England,  is  now  in  town,  and  puts  on  the  show  of 
defence.  The  works  of  Qiiebeck  are  extremely  extensive, 
and  very  incapable  of  being  defended. 

His  garrison  consists  of  Maclean's  banditti,  the  sailors 
from  the  frigates  and  other  vessels  laid  up,  together  with 
the  citizens  obliged  to  take  up  arms,  most  of  whom  are 
impatient  of  the  fatigues  of  a  siege,  and  wish  to  see  mat- 
ters accommodated  amicably.  I  propose  amusing  Mr. 
Carleton  with  a  formal  attack,  erecting  batteries,  &c.,  but 
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mean  to  assault  the  works,  I  believe,  towards  the  lower 
town,  which  is  the  weakest  part.  I  have  this  day  written 
to  Mr.  Carleton,  and  also  to  the  inhabitants,  which  I  hope 
will  have  some  effect.  I  shall  be  very  sorry  to  be  reduced 
to  this  mode  of  attack,  because  I  know  the  melancholy 
cbnsequences,  but  the  approaching  severe  season,  and  the 
weakness  of  the  garrison,  together  with  the  nature  of  the 
works,  point  it  out  too  strong  to  be  passed  by. 

I  find  Colonel  Arnold's  corps  an  exceeding  fine  one,  in- 
ured to  fatigue,  and  well  accustomed  to  cannon  shot,  (at 
Cambridge.)  There  is  a  style  of  discipline  among  them, 
much  superior  to  what  I  have  been  used  to  see  this  cam- 
paign. He  himself  is  active,  intelligent,  and  enterprising. 
Fortune  often  bafiles  the  sanguine  expectations  of  poor 
mortals.  I  am  not  intoxicated  with  the  favours  I  have  re- 
ceived at  her  hands,  but  I  do  think  there  is  a  fair  prospect 
of  success. 

The  Governour  has  been  so  kind  as  to  send  out  of  town 
many  of  our  friends  who  refused  to  do  military  duty  ;  among 
them  several  very  intelligent  men,  capable  of  doing  me 
considerable  service.  One  of  them,  a  Mr.  Antill,  I  have 
appointed  chief  engineer;  Mr.  Mott  and  all  his  suite  hav- 
ing returned  home.  Be  so  good  as  to  show  Congress  the 
necessity  1  was  under  of  clothing  the  troops,  to  induce  them 
to  stay  and  undertake  this  service,  at  such  an  inclement 
season.  I  think  had  their  Committee  been  with  me,  thev 
would  have  seen  the  propriety  of  grasping  at  every  circum- 
stance in  my  power,  to  induce  them  to  engage  again.  I 
was  not  without  my  apprehensions  of  not  only  being  una- 
ble to  make  my  appearance  here,  but  even  of  being  obliged 
to  relinquish  the  ground  1  had  gained.  However,  I  hope 
the  clothing  and  dollar  bounty  will  not  greatly  exceed  the 
bounty  offered  by  Congress.  Whilst  the  affair  of  Chatnbly 
was  in  agitation.  Major  Brown,  as  I  am  well  informed, 
made  some  promises  to  the  Canadians  who  engaged  in  that 
service,  which  1  believe  I  must,  from  motives  of  policy  as 
well  as  justice,  make  good,  viz:  to  share  the  stores,  except- 
ing ammunition  and  artillery.  When  matters  are  settled,  I 
shall  pay  them  in  money,  being  inconvenient  to  part  with 
the  provisions. 

Upon  another  occasion,  I  have  also  ventured  to  go  be- 
yond the  letter  of  the  law.  Colonel  Easton's  detachment, 
at  the  mouth  o[  the  Sorel,  was  employed  on  the  important 
service  of  stopping  the  fleet;  they  were  half  naked,  and 
the  weather  was  very  severe,  I  was  afraid  that  not  only 
they  might  grow  impatient  and  relinquish  the  business  in 
hand,  but  I  also  saw  the  reluctance  the  troops  at  Montreal 
showed  to  quit  it.  By  way  of  stimulant,  I  offered  as  a 
reward  all  publick  stores  taken  in  the  vessels,  to  the  troops 
who  went  forward,  except  ammunition  and  provisions. 
Warner's  corps  refused  to  march,  or  at  least  declined  it. 
Bedel's  v/ent  on,  and  came  in  for  a  share  of  the  labour  and 
honour.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  not  think  this  money  ill 
laid  out. 

With  a  year's  clothing  of  the  7th  and  26th,  I  have  re- 
lieved the  distresses  of  Arnold's  corps,  and  forwarded  the 
clothing  of  some  other  corps.  The  greatest  part  of  that 
clothing  is  a  fair  prize,  except  such  as  immediately  be- 
longed to  the  prisoners  taken  on  board ;  they  must  be 
paid  for  theirs,  as  it  was  their  own  property.  We  shall 
have  more  time  hereafter  to  settle  this  affair.  Should  there 
be  any  reason  to  apprehend  an  effort  next  spring  to  regain 
Canada,  1  would  not  wish  to  see  less  than  ten  thousand 
men  ordered  here.  The  Canadians  will  be  our  friends  as 
long  as  we  are  able  to  maintain  our  ground,  but  they  must 
not  be  depended  upon,  especially  for  defensive  operations. 
The  great  distance  from  any  support  or  relief  renders  it  in 
my  opinion  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the  most  formi- 
dable preparations  for  the  security  of  this  important  Pro- 
vince. What  advantages  the  country  below  Q^iiebeck 
affords  for  defence  I  cannot  yet  assert,  but  the  Rapids  of 
Richlieu,  some  miles  above,  may  be  defended  against  all 
the  navy  and  all  the  military  force  of  Great  Britain,  by 
such  a  body  of  troops  as  I  have  mentioned,  provided  with 
sufficient  artillery,  row-gallies,  and  proper  vessels  fitted  for 
fire- ships. 

Some  time  since  you  desired  a  return  from  General 
Wooster  of  the  men  he  has  discharged  between  Albany 
and  Ticonderoga.  I  was  afraid  there  might  be  something 
disagreeable  to  him  in  the  desire,  and  as  it  was  too  critical 
a  time  to  put  any  body  out  of  humour,  I  therefore  sup- 


pressed it.  I  shall  now  make  him  acquainted  with  your 
pleasure  on  that  bead. 

There  are  several  appointments  I  have  thought  neces- 
sary to  make,  which  I  shall  soon  make  known  to  you.  1 
hope  the  Congress  will  not  yield  to  any  solicitations  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  troops  who  have  borne  the  burden  of  the 
service  here.  I  have  paid  particular  attention  to  Colonel 
Arnold's  recommendations.  Indeed  I  must  say  he  has 
brought  with  him  many  pretty  young  men. 

I  don't  know  whether  I  informed  you,  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  engaging  the  troops  for  twelve  months.  The 
15th  of  April,  which  allows  them  time  to  plant  their  corn 
upon  returning  home,  was  all  I  dared  to  ask.  I  hope  the 
proper  measures  will  be  taken  for  sending  fresh  troops  into 
the  country  before  that  titne. 

I  am,  Ike,  Richard  Montgohert. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Before  Quebcck,  December  5,  1775. 

Mat  it  please  your  Excellency  :  My  last  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  from  Point-atix- Trembles,  advising  of  my  retiring 
from  before  (^ueberk,  make  no  doubt  your  Excellency  has 
received.  I  continued  at  Point-aux-Trembhs,  until  the 
3d  instant,  when  to  my  great  joy  General  Montgomery 
joined  us  with  artillery,  and  about  three  hundred  men. 
Yesterday  we  arrived  here,  and  are  making  all  possible 
preparation  to  attack  the  city,  which  has  a  wretched  mot- 
ley garrison  of  disaffected  seamen,  marines  and  inhabitants; 
the  walls  in  a  ruinous  situation,  and  cannot  hold  out  long. 
Enclosed  is  a  return  of  my  detachment,  amounting  to  six 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men,  for  whom  I  have  received 
clothing  of  General  Montgomery.  I  hope  there  will  soon 
be  provision  made  for  paying  the  soldiers'  arrearages,  as 
many  of  them  have  families  who  are  in  want.  A  con- 
tinual hurry  has  prevented  my  sending  a  continuation  of 
my  journal. 

1  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 


obedient  humble  servant. 


Benedict  Arnold. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  IN  CANADA,  TO 
ISAIAH  THOMAS,  DATED  HOSPITAL-GENERAL,  NEAR  QIIK- 
BECK,  DECEMBER  5,   1775. 

The  difficulties  that  our  detachment  underwent  in  the 
woods  are  beyond  description.  For  forty  days  I  waded  more 
or  less,  my  feet  continually  wet,  except  nights  ;  the  most  of 
the  time  freezing  weather;  we  were  at  an  allowance  of  half 
a  pint  of  flour  a  man  for  a  fortnight,  and  half  that  time 
no  meat ;  climbing  hills,  passing  through  morasses,  cedar 
swamps,  and  drowned  lands,  wading  creeks  and  rivers  at 
the  same  time ;  the  number  that  we  lost  was  small,  not 
exceeding  three  or  four,  and  these  with  hunger.  We 
marched  from  Cambridge  the  13th  of  September,  and 
reached  the  French  inhabitants  the  third  of  November.  I 
arrived  at  Poini-Levi  the  12th,  and  crossed  the  St.  Law- 
rence the  13th.  We  lay  before  Qiiebeck  five  days,  then 
retired  to  Point-aux-TremUes  in  order  to  form  a  junction 
with  General  Montgomery,  which  was  happily  effected  the 
first  instant,  and  we  returned  to  the  place  yesterday,  and 
have  laid  close  siege  to  the  city  of  Quebeck,  and  are  in 
hopes  soon  to  bring  them  to  terms.  The  inhabitants  are  all 
in  our  favour,  and  are  excessive  kind.  _. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  Docembor  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  esteemed  favours 
of  the  10th  and  18th  of  last  month.  The  events  thereia 
announced  are  very  interesting,  and  arguments  of  praise  to 
the  Supreme  Director,  and  a  termination  of  this  aflecting 
controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  much  to 
be  wished  for.  The  return  of  the  troops  taken  at  St. 
John's,  sent  me,  is  enclosed.  They  are,  by  Congress, 
called  down  to  Pennsylvania,  which  is  agreeable  to  us  ia 
this  Colony. 

Wishing  you  health  and  future  prosperity,  I  am,  with 

great  sincerity  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servant,  ■,  „ 

Jonathan  Irumbull, 

Major-General  ^cAwy/er.  .   .  r^ii 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON   TO  THE  GENEKAL  COURT  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  have  of  late  met  with  abundant  reason  to  be  con- 
vinced of  tiie  impracticabihty  of  recruiting  this  army  to 
the  new  establishment,  in  any  reasonable  time,  by  vo- 
luntary inlistments.  The  causes  of  such  exceeding  luke- 
wannness  I  shall  not  undertake  to  point  out ;  sufficient  it  is 
to  know  that  the  fact  is  so.  Many  reasons  are  assigned ; 
one  only  1  shall  mention,  and  thai  is,  that  the  present 
soldiery  are  in  expectation  of  drawing,  from  the  landed 
interest  and  farmers  a  bounty  equal  to  the  allowance  at  the 
commencement  of  this  arn)y,  and  that  therefore  they  play 
oft'.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  not  a  time 
for  trifling,  and  that  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  calls  aloud 
for  vigorous  exertions.  By  sad  experience  it  is  found  that 
the  Connecticut  regiments  have  deserted,  and  are  about  to 
desert,  the  noble  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  Nor  have  I 
any  reason  to  believe  that  the  forces  of  Nero-Hampshire, 
this  Government,  or  Rhode-Island,  will  give  stronger  proofs 
of  their  attachment  to  it  when  the  period  arrives  when  they 
may  claim  a  dismission.  For,  after  every  stimulus  which 
1  liave  been  able  to  throw  in  their  way,  and  near  a  month's 
close  endeavour,  we  have  inlisted  but  about  five  thousand 
men  ;  fifteen  hundred  of  which  are  to  be  absent  at  a  time, 
on  furlough,  until  all  have  gone  home,  in  order  that  they 
may  visit  and  provide  for  their  families. 

Five  thousand  militia  from  this  Government,  and  the 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  are  ordered  to  be  at  this  place 
by  the  lOlh  inst.,  to  relieve  the  Connecticut  regiments  and 
supply  the  deficiency  which  will  be  occasioned  by  their 
departure  and  those  on  furlough.  These  men,  I  am  told 
by  officers  who  have  been  eye-witnesses  to  their  behaviour, 
are  not  to  be  depended  upon  for  more  than  a  few  days,  as 
they  soon  get  tired,  grow  impatient,  ungovernable,  and  of 
course  leave  the  service.  What  will  be  the  consequence, 
then,  if  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  is  to  be  composed 
of  such  men  ?  Upon  the  new  establishment  twenty-six 
regiments  were  ordered  to  be  raised,  besides  those  of  the 
artillery  and  riflemen.  Of  these  New-Hampshire  has  three, 
Massachusetts  sixteen,  Rhode-Island  two,  and  Connecticut 
five.  A  mode  of  appointing  the  officers  was  recommended, 
and  as  strictly  adhered  to  as  circumstances  would  admit  of. 
These  officers  are  now  recruiting,  with  the  success  I  have 
mentioned. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I  given  you  a  true  and  impartial  state  of 
our  situation,  and  submit  it  to  your  wisdom,  and  the  other 
three  New-England  Colonies,  whether  some  vigorous  mea- 
sures, if  the  powers  of  the  Government  are  adequate,  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  this  army, 
without  offering  a  bounty  from  the  publick,  which  the  Con- 
gress have  declared  against,  thinking  the  terms,  exclusive 
thereof,  greater  than  ever  soldier  had.  I  have  by  this  con- 
veyance laid  the  matter  before  Congress,  but  the  critical 
situation  of  our  affairs  will  not  await  their  deliberation  and 
recommendation.  Something  must  be  done  without  further 
delay.     I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  the  General  Court  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

(IKNERAL  tOVnr  OF  MASSJVCHUSETTS  TO  GEN.  WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  We  enclose  to  your  Excellency  an  attested  copy 
of  the  resolve  passed  by  the  General  Court  on  the  first 
instant;  upon  the  subject-matter  of  which  resolve  a  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houses  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  a  con- 
ference with  your  Excellency.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  words  of  the  resolve  will  not  admit  of  such  a  con- 
struction as  was  suggested  to  your  Excellency  by  General 
Heath ;  but  that  they  plainly  put  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  militia,  now  to  be  raised,  upon  the  same  footing,  in 
all  respects,  as  the  rest  of  the  American  army  under  your 
Excellency's  command,  and  that  they  were  so  intended  by 
the  Court.  Wo  could  have  wished  that  Gen.  Heath  had 
deferred  giving  the  information  he  did  to  your  Excellency, 
unless  he  had  been  possessed  of  fuller  evidence  than  he 
appears  to  have  had.  W'e  trust  this  account  of  the  matter 
will  be  fully  satisfactory  to  your  Excellency,  and  prevent 
any  difficulties  from  arising  upon  this  head. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  iVashington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  much  esteemed  favour  of  the  22d  ult., 
covering  Colonel  Arnold's  letter,  with  a  copy  of  one  to 
General  Montgomery,  and  his  to  you,  I  received  yesterday 
morning.  It  gave  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  hear  of 
Col.  Arnold's  being  at  Point-Lcvi,  with  his  men  in  great 
spirits  after  their  long  and  fatiguing  march,  attended  with 
almost  insuperable  difficulties,  and  the  discouraging  circum- 
stance of  being  left  by  one-third  of  the  troops  that  went  on 
the  expedition.  The  merit  of  this  gentleman  is  certainly 
great,  and  1  heartily  wish  that  fortune  may  distinguish  him 
as  one  of  her  favourites.  1  am  convinced  that  he  will  do 
every  thing  that  his  prudence  and  valour  shall  suggest,  to 
add  to  the  success  of  our  arms,  and  for  reducing  (^uebeck 
to  our  possession.  Should  he  not  be  able  to  accomplish 
so  desirable  a  work  with  the  forces  he  has,  I  flatter  myself 
that  it  will  be  effected  when  General  Montgomery  joins 
him,  and  our  conquest  of  Canada  be  complete. 

1  am  sorry  to  find  you  so  much  plagued  and  embarrassed 
by  the  disregard  of  discipline,  confusion,  and  want  of  order 
among  the  troops,  as  to  have  occasioned  you  to  mention  to 
Congress  an  inclination  to  retire.  I  know  that  your  com- 
plaints are  too  well  founded,  but  I  would  willingly  hope 
that  nothing  will  induce  you  to  quit  the  service,  and  that 
in  time,  order  and  subordination  will  take  the  place  of  con- 
fusion, and  command  be  rendered  more  agreeable.  I  have 
met  with  difficulties  of  the  same  sort,  and  such  as  I  never 
expected.  But  they  must  be  borne  with.  The  cause  we 
are  engaged  in  is  so  just  and  righteous,  that  we  must  try 
to  rise  superior  to  every  obstacle  in  its  support,  and  there- 
fore 1  beg  that  you  will  not  think  of  resigning,  unless  you 
have  carried  your  application  to  Congress  too  far  to  re- 
cede. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  yours, 

&LC., 

George  Washington. 

Major-General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  COLONEL  ARNOLD. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  Sth  ultimo,  with  a  post- 
script of  the  14th  from  Point- Levi,  I  have  had  the  plea- 
sure to  receive.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  com- 
mand success ;  but  you  have  done  more — you  have  deserved 
it ;  and  before  this  I  hope  have  met  with  the  laurels  which 
are  due  to  your  toils,  in  the  possession  of  QueOeck.  My 
thanks  are  due,  and  sincerely  offered  to  you,  for  your  enter- 
prising and  persevering  spirit.  To  your  brave  followers  I 
likewise  present  them.  I  was  not  unmindful  of  you  or  them 
in  the  establishment  of  a  new  army.  One  out  of  twenty- 
six  regiments  (lately  General  Putnam's)  you  are  appointed 
to  the  command  of,  and  I  have  ordered  all  the  officers  with 
you  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  regiments,  in  the  rank 
they  now  bear,  that  in  case  they  choose  to  continue  in  ser- 
vice, and  no  appointments  take  place  where  they  now  are, 
no  disappointment  may  follow. 

Nothing  very  material  has  happened  in  this  camp  since 
you  left  it.  Finding  we  are  not  likely  to  do  much  in  the  land 
way,  I  fitted  out  several  privateers,  or  rather  armed  vessels, 
in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  with  which  we  have  taken  seve- 
ral prizes,  to  the  amount,  it  is  supposed,  of  fifteen  thousand 
pounds  sterling ;  one  of  them  a  valuable  store-ship,  (but 
no  powder  in  it,)  containing  a  fine  brass  mortar,  thirteeen- 
inch,  two  thousand  stand  of  arms,  shot,  &ic.,  he. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  a  junction  of  your  detachment  of 
the  army,  under  General  Montgomery,  is  effected  before 
this.  If  so,  you  will  put  yourself  under  his  command,  and 
will,  I  am  persuaded,  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  your 
power  to  finish  the  glorious  work  you  have  begun.  That 
the  Almighty  may  preserve  and  prosper  you  in  it,  is  the 
prayer  of,  dear  sir,  &.C., 

George  Washington. 
Colonel  Arnold. 

P.  S.  You  could  not  be  more  surprised  than  I  was  at 
Enos's  return,  with  the  division  under  his  command.  I 
immediately  put  him  under  arrest,  and  had  him  tried  for 
quitting  the  detachment  without  your  orders  He  is  ac- 
quitted on  the  score  of  provision. 
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dfiN'E$AL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVEHNODR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  of  late  met  with  abundant  reason  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  impracticability  of  recruiting  this  army  to  the 
new  establishment,  in  any  reasonable  lime,  by  voluntary 
inlistments.  The  causes  of  such  exceeding  great  luke- 
warmness  I  shall  not  undertake  to  point  out ;  sufficient  it 
is  to  know  that  the  fact  is  so.  Many  reasons  are  assigned  ; 
one  only  1  shall  mention,  and  that  is,  that  the  present  sol- 
diery are  in  expectation  of  drawing  from  the  landed  inte- 
rest and  farmers  a  bounty  equal  to  the  allowance  at  the 
commencement  of  this  army,  and  that  therefore  they  play 
off.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  not  a  time 
for  trifling,  and  that  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  calls  aloud 
for  vigorous  exertions. 

By  sad  experience  it  is  found  that  the  Connecticut  regi- 
ments have  deserted,  and  are  about  to  desert  the  noble 
cause  we  are  engaged  in  ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe 
that  the  forces  of  New-Hampshire ,  this  Governinent,  or 
Rhode-Island,  will  give  stronger  proofs  of  their  attachment 
to  it,  when  the  period  arrives  when  they  may  claim  their 
dismission.  For,  after  every  stimulus  in  my  power  to  throw 
in  their  way,  and  near  a  month's  close  endeavour,  we  have  in- 
listed  but  about  five  thousand  men;  fifteen  hundred  of  which 
are  to  be  absent  at  a  time,  on  furlough,  until  all  have  gone 
home,  in  order  to  visit  and  provide  for  their  families.  Five 
thousand  militia,  from  this  Government  and  the  Colony  of 
New- Hampshire,  are  ordered  to  be  at  this  place  by  the 
10th  instant,  to  relieve  the  Connecticut  regiments,  and  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  which  will  be  occasioned  by  their  depar- 
ture, and  of  those  on  furlough.  These  men,l  am  told,  by 
officers  who  have  been  eye-witnesses  to  their  behaviour, 
are  not  to  be  depended  upon  for  more  than  a  few  days,  as 
they  soon  get  tired,  grow  impatient,  ungovernable,  and  of 
course  leave  the  service.  What  will  be  the  consequence, 
then,  if  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  is  to  be  composed  of 
such  men  ?  Upon  the  new  establishment,  twenty-six  regi- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  raised,  besides  those  of  the  artil- 
lery and  riflemen.  Of  these,  New-Hampshire  has  three, 
Massachusetts  sixteen,  Rhode-Island  two,  and  Connecti- 
cut five.  A  mode  of  appointing  the  officers  was  also  re- 
commended, and  as  strictly  adhered  to  as  circumstances 
would  admit  of  These  officers  are  now  recruiting,  with  the 
success  I  have  mentioned. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I  given  you  a  true  and  impartial  state  of 
our  situation,  and  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  your  and  the 
other  three  New- England  Colonies,  whether  some  vigorous 
measures,  if  the  powers  of  Government  are  adequate,  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  to  facilitate"  the  completion  of  this  army, 
without  offering  a  bounty  from  the  publick,  which  Congress 
have  declared  against,  thinking  the  terms,  exclusive  thereof, 
greater  than  ever  soldiers  had.  I  have,  by  this  convey- 
ance, laid  the  matter  before  Congress  ;  but  the  critical  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  will  not  await  their  deliberation  and  re- 
commendation.    Something  must  be  done  without  further 

delay.     1  am,  sir,  &c.,  ^  „, 

George  Washington. 


COLONEL  MOTLAN  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  OF  SALEM. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  brig  Kingston  Packet,  Samuel  In- 
gersoll,  master,  was  taken  at  Barington,  in  Nova-Scotia, 
on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  business  contrary  to  the 
Association  of  the  United  Colonies.  His  Excellency  can- 
not be  a  competent  judge  of  such  matters  ;  if  he  was,  he 
has  no  time  to  attend  to  them.  He  therefore  commands 
me  to  lay  the  papers  which  came  to  his  hands  before  you, 
and  whatever  you  determine  on  will  meet  the  General's 
approbation.  It  is  told  his  Excellency  that  the  brig  was 
to  proceed  to  Capje  Frangois  with  her  cargo ;  should  she 
be  permitted  to  proceed  or  not,  you  must  be  the  judges. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

servant,  c,  -,  n   m   c^ 

'  Stephen  Moylan,  P.  T.  S. 


COLONEL  moylan  TO  CAPTAIN  PELEG  WADSWORTH. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency,  Gen. 
Washington,  to  desire  that  you  will  examine  the  harbour 
of  Cape- Cod,  and  see  what   fortifications  may  be  neces- 
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sary  for  the  defence  of  its  entrance,  which,  when  you  have 
with  attention  and  accuracy  executed,  you  will   please  to 
make  a  report  thereof  at  Head-quarters. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moylan,  P.  T.  S. 

colonel  moylan  to  WILLIAM  WATSON. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  people  who  came  out  of  Boston  yesterday,  we 
have  an  account  that  the  enemy  are  fitting  out  one  of  the 
transports,  which  is  to  carry  a  number  of  guns  and  a  large 
number  of  men;  that  the  guns  are  to  be  concealed  in  such 
a  manner  as  not  to  be  perceived  until  a  vessel  comes  so 
close  as  it  may  not  be  in  their  power  to  get  away.  She 
is  to  carry  every  appearance  of  a  transport,  with  hay,  he, 
on  her  quarters,  in  order  to  decoy  one  or  more  of  our 
armed  vessels  into  her  clutches.  If  any  of  the  armed 
vessels  are  in  your  port,  and  are  to  go  out  any  more,  (I 
mean  if  Martindale  or  Coit  can  get  men  for  their  vessels,) 
you  will  please  to  communicate  this  intelligence  to  them. 

Captain  Darby  informs  me  that  Captain  Coit  has  un- 
justly seized  on  a  schooner  named  the  Thomas,  from  Fai/al, 
bound  to  Salem.  It  is  his  Excellency's  commands  that 
she_  be  immediately  delivered  up  to  him,  and  that  Capt. 
Coit  pay  for  any  thing  that  the  schooner  may  be  robbed 
of.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Continent  to  interrupt 
good  citizens  in  their  trade.  That  was  not  the  intent  of 
fitting  out  these  armed  vessels  at  the  Continental  expense; 
this  Capt.  Coit  would  know  well  if  he  consulted  the  in- 
structions given  him. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Stephen  Moylan,  T.  P.  S. 
To  William  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 

general    court    OF    MASSACHUSETTS    TO    DELEGATES    IN 
CONGRESS. 

Watertown,  December  5,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  informed  by  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  that  it  is  his  opinion  the  paying  our 
troops  by  the  lunar  month  will  throw  the  rest  of  the  army 
into  disorder,  as  the  Continental  Congress  have  resolved 
that  it  is  the  calendar  month  they  mean  to  pay  by,  and 
that  the  difference  between  the  two  must  be  considered  as 
a  Colonial  and  not  a  Continental  charge. 

We  are  sensible  it  is  unhappy  when  there  is  any  milita- 
tion  between  the  doings  of  any  branch  in  a  society  and 
those  of  the  whole,  as  it  hath  a  tendency  to  produce  a 
disunion  and  disorders  consequent  thereon  ;  but  such,  we 
consider,  may  be  the  state  of  things,  that,  fully  to  prevent 
a  diversity,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  greatest 
good,  may  be  impossible. 

The  Congress  have  resolved  that  the  men  shall  be  paid 
by  the  calendar  month.  It  may  be  unhappy  for  us,  that 
previously  we  had  taken  a  resolution  diverse  therefrom, 
with  regard  to  our  forces.  You  are  sensible,  gentlemen, 
that  it  hath  been  the  invariable  practice  of  this  Colony  to 
pay  their  troops  by  the  lunar  month,  and  it  was  with  an 
expectation  of  this  that  our  men  inlisted.  For  us  to  have 
attempted  an  innovation  after  the  service  was  performed, 
which  would  have  been  the  case  iiad  we  adhered  to  the 
resolution  of  the  American  Congress,  we  supposed  would 
have  produced  such  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
as  could  not  easily  have  been  quieted,  and  that  it  would 
have  destroyed  that  confidence  and  esteem  which  every 
person  in  the  community  ought  to  have  of  the  justice  and 
equity  of  their  rulers,  a  confidence  never  more  necessary 
to  be  maintained  than  at  the  present  day,  for,  without  this, 
it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
for  us  to  have  continued  our  forces  in  the  field. 

When  these  circumstances  are  taken  into  consideration, 
and  that  our  establishment  for  the  pay  of  the  men  was 
long  before  any  resolution  was  formed  in  the  American 
Congress  to  pay  the  troops  upon  any  conditions,  therefore 
cannot  be  considered  as  a  design  in  this  Colony  to  involve 
the  United  Colonies  in  an  undue  expense  in  paying  them. 
We  trust  that  we  shall  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
honourable  Congress,  and,  if  any  inconveniences  shall 
arise,  they  will  be  attributed  to  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  arising  by  the  diflference 
between  the  lunar  and  calendar  months  being  Colonial 
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and  not  Continental,  after  you  have  fully  represented  the 
matter  to  Congress,  we  can  safely  confuio  in  tlieir  determi- 
naiion,  being  assured  that  it  will  be  (bunded  in  that  wis- 
dom and  justice  which  hath  ever  marked  their  resolutions. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  whole  Court, 

Walter  Spoon er. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,    Thomas  Cashing,   Samuel 

Adams,  John  Adams,  and  R.  T.  Paine,  Estjs. 


WILLIAH  WHIPPLE  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  Portsmouth,  December  S,  1775. 

Sir  :  Upon  Mr.  Sherburne's  arrival  on  Friday  evening, 
expresses  went,  which  brought  the  Committee  together 
on  Saturday  in  the  forenoon.  Tliey  immediately  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  utmost  diligence,  to  raise  the  companies 
requested,  sent  off  expresses  to  the  County  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, to  Concord,  &.c.,  as  well  as  to  the  neighbouring 
towns,  with  a  considerable  number  of  inlisting  orders  and 
letters  to  gentlemen  of  the  greatest  influence,  requesting 
their  vigorous  exertions  in  the  aflair,  but  have  no  returns 
from  the  distant  parts.  We  have  liad  many  obstacles  to 
encounter  which  we  did  not  expect,  and  have  spent  most 
of  the  time,  day  and  night,  since  we  met,  in  endeavouring 
to  surmount  them.  None  of  the  troops  here  would  in- 
list  before  they  were  paid  for  their  time  here,  until  the  last 
inlistment.  No  pay-rolls  were  made  out  before.  We 
bave  had  near  twenty  to  examine  and  pay,  and  a  great 
part  to  draw  over  and  calculate,  which  took  up  a  great 
deal  of  time.  Many  demanded  pay  for  their  time  since 
the  last  inlistment,  which  we  were  obliged  to  comply  with. 
Another  great  difficulty  was,  that  but  tiiree  out  of  four 
commissioned  officers  could  be  admitted  into  the  compa- 
nies proposed,  and  many  clamored  highly  because  no  field- 
officers  were  to  go,  alledging  they  should  be  commanded 
by  field-officers  from  other  Colonies,  vviiich  they  would  not 
submit  to.  Several  accounts  were  current  of  naval  pre- 
parations making  at  Boston,  supposed  for  this  port,  which 
caused  many  to  think  we  should  be  left  naked  if  our 
troops  were  sent  hence,  and  encouraged  the  officers  and 
soldiers  to  expect  to  be  continued  here  if  they  did  not  inlist. 
However,  after  struggling  with  all  these  and  many  more 
difficulties,  we  have  so  far  prevailed  as  to  get  several  com- 
panies filled  up.  Captains  Baker,  Copps,  Elkins,  Clark, 
and  Webster,  from  the  troops  here,  we  expect  will  be  on 
their  march  to-day  and  to-morrow.  Captain  Mark  M^ig- 
gin,  of  Slratham,  we  hear,  has  raised  a  company,  and  is 
ready  to  march.  Several  more  companies  are  forwarded. 
Captain  Denbo,  of  Lee,  inlisted  near  thirty  men  here,  and 
went  home  to  recruit  on  Sunday.  We  think  there  is  a 
good  prospect  of  near  half  the  companies  you  asked  for 
being  seasonably  in,  from  this  part  of  the  Colony.  We 
hope  the  people  on  the  western  part  of  the  Government 
will  exert  themselves.  A  few  more  than  thirty-one  orders 
have  been  given  out,  as  we  thought  some  would  fail. 

Strict  orders  have  been  given  every  one  to  be  at  the 
camp  by  the  lOtli  instant ;  however,  it  is  probable,  as  the 
time  was  so  short,  some  will  be  later.  If  they  should,  in 
that  case,  be  sent  back,  it  will  hurt  the  cause  greatly. 
We  shall  continue  our  most  strenuous  efforts  to  forward  the 
men.  Colonel  Burnham  has,  to  his  great  honour,  exerte 
himself  greatly  in  this  matter.  His  influence  has  increas- 
«d  the  itdistment  very  much.  He  is  now  going"  forward 
to  hasten  and  muster  the  companies,  and  accompany  them 
to  the  camp.  We  commend  him  to  your  notice  as  a  per- 
«on  very  deserving,  especially  for  his  extraordinary  zeal  in 
this  manoeuvre. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  I  am  your  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  ,,r      „t 

'  Wm.  Whipple. 

To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan. 


proclamation   by   GOVERNOtTR    LEGGE. 

By  his  Eictlhncy  Francis  Legge,  £!sy.,  Captain-Gene- 
ral and  Governour-in-chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty's 
Province  of  Nova-Scotia  and  its  Dependencies,  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  same,  SfC,  8fc. 

Proclamation. 

Whereas,  in  prejudice  of  all  order  and  regularity,  a  dar- 
ing and  traitorous  rebellion  against  His  Majesty's   person 


and  Government  at  present  subsists  in  many  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Plantations  and  Colonies  on  this  Continent : 

And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  such  unnatural  and  trai- 
torous designs,  many  of  the  Rebels  from  the  said  Colo- 
nies have,  at  several  times,  dared  to  insult  and  make  actual 
invasion  on  this  Province,  to  the  great  detriment  of  num- 
bers of  His  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  therein  : 

And  whereas,  by  such  like  proceedings  as  these,  the 
trade  of  this  Province  may  be  endangered,  and  thereby 
tiie  accustomed  and  lawful  pursuits  of  its  inhabitants  be 
hindered  or  prevented  ;  armed  vessels  fitted  out  by  the 
Rebels  having,  at  several  times,  traitorously  and  illegally 
seized  and  made  prizes  of  vessels  the  property  of  His 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects  of  this  Province,  and  particularly, 
of  late,  two  armed  vessels  have  appeared  off  Canso,  where 
they  have  daringly  seized  and  taken  a  schooner  belonging 
to  this  Port  : 

To  the  intent,  therefore,  that  all  and  such  like  pro- 
ceedings may  in  future  be  prevented,  the  persons  and 
properties  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  and  loyal  subjects 
within  this  Province  be  rendered  secure,  and  that  all  aid- 
ers, abetters,  and  correspondencers  with  Rebels,  in  arms 
against  His  Majesty's  Government,  may  more  effectually 
and  speedily  be  convicted  and  brought  to  condign  punish- 
ment for  such  atrocious  and  treasonable  crimes,  I  have 
thought  fit,  and  I  do  hereby,  with  and  by  the  advice  and 
consent  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  publish  and  declare 
martial  law,  to  be  of  full  force  within  this  Province,  requir- 
ing all  [lersons  to  take  notice  thereof. 

And  all  His  Majesty's  officers  military,  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  assemble  in  military  array,  and  by  force  of  arms 
to  repel  all  such  invaders  and  all  other  His  Majesty's 
enemies.  And  all  His  Majesty's  civil  officers,  and  other 
his  liege  subjects,  are  hereby  required  to  he  aiding  and  as- 
sisting therein,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  Province  in 
that  case  made  and  provided,  and  to  obey  all  such  orders 
as  they  shall  receive  from  me,  or  other  military  officers 
appointed  by  me  for  that  purpose. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Halifax,  this  5th 
day  of  December,  1775,  and  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  His 
Majesty's  reign.  _  , 

FRANCIS    LeGGE. 

By   his  Excellency's  command, 

Richard  Bulkelet. 
God  save  the  King ! 

ADDRESS    OF    THE    NOBLEMEN,    ETC.,    OF    THE    COUNTV    OF 
CAITHNESS. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  Freeholders, 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of  Supply,  of 
the  County  of  Caithness,  in  general  meeting  assembled, 
transmitted  to  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Ma- 
jesty. 

Unto  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  Free- 
holders, Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of 
Supply,  of  the  County  o/ Caithness,  in  general  meet- 
ing assembled. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

Alarmed  with  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  greatest  and 
noblest,  because  the  freest  empire  that  God  ever  framed, 
rent  in  pieces  by  an  unnatural  war  with  America,  and  an 
unprovoked  faction  at  home,  which  has  fomented  and  still 
foments  that  si)irit  of  rebellion,  we  your  Majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen, 
Freeholders,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  of 
Supply  of  Caithness,  at  this  dangerous  crisis,  presume  to 
express  the  sentiments  of  duty  and  loyalty  which  animate 
the  breasts  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  most  northerly  part  of 
your  Majesty's  dominions. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  the  hearts  of 
all  your  people  are  united  in  affection  and  gratitude  to 
your  person.  That  they  approve  highly  of  the  lenient 
measures  which  your  ISIajesty  and  Parliament  have  hi- 
therto taken  with  regard  to  America ;  and  that  they  will 
support  with  tiieir  lives  and  fortunes,  the  vigorous  exertions 
which  they  foresee  may  soon  be  necessary  to  subdue  a  re- 
bellion premeditated,  unprovoked,  and  tiiat  is  every  day 
becoming  more  general. 
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Untainted  by  the  vices  that  too  often  accompany  af- 
fluence, our  people  have  been  inured  to  industry,  sobriety, 
and,  when  engaged  in  your  Majesty's  service,  have  been 
distinguished  for  an  exact  obedience  to  discipline,  and  a 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  ;  and  we  hope,  if  called  fortii  to 
action  in  one  combined  corps,  it  will  be  their  highest  am- 
bition to  merit  a  favourable  report  to  your  Majesty  from 
their  superior  officers.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  our  most 
ardent  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  that  the  eyes  of  our  de- 
luded fellow-subjects  in  America  may  soon  be  opened,  to 
see  whether  it  is  safe  to  trust  in  a  Congress  unconstitu- 
tionally assembled,  in  a  band  of  officers  unconstitutionally 
appointed,  or  in  a  British  King  and  Parliament  whose 
combined  powers  have  indeed  often  restrained  the  licen- 
tiousness, but  never  invaded  the  rational  liberties  of  man- 
kind. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  by  our 
Praeses,  at  Thurso,  the  6th  day  of  December,  1775. 

Caithness  Presses. 


ADDRESS  OK  THE  MAGISTRATES,  ETC.,  OF  CUPAR  IN  FIFE. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates,  Council,  and  Incorporations 
of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Cupar,  in  Fife,  transmitted  to  the 
Earl  of  Svffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

To  the  King^s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  Council,  and  Incorporations  of  your 
Royal  Burgh  of  Cupar,  in  Fife,  beg  leave  humbly  to  tes- 
tify to  your  Majesty  our  unshaken  attachment  to  your  per- 
son, family,  and  Government,  that,  sensible  of  the  many 
valuable  blessings  we,  with  the  rest  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects enjoy,  under  your  mild,  legal,  and  just  Government, 
do,  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  and  detestation,  see  an  un- 
natural rebellion  broke  out  in  your  Majesty's  American 
Colonies,  influenced  by  some  restless  and  seditious  spirits 
among  themselves,  and  not  a  little  fomented  by  a  small 
disappointed  faction  at  home ;  and  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  (with  the  almost  universal 
voice  of  your  Majesty's  British  subjects,)  we  will  concur, 
with  heart  and  hand,  life  and  goods,  in  supporting  your 
Majesty  in  executing  those  measures  you  shall  judge  most 
effectual  for  restoring  peace,  liberty,  and  a  due  dependance 
on  your  Majesty,  and  the  legislative  authority  of  this  em- 
pire, in  the  British  American  Colonies ;  where  rebellion, 
tyranny,  oppression,  and  confusion  do  at  present  prevail. 

Signed   in   our  name,  in  our  presence,  and  at  our  ap- 
pointment, by  T         D  D         w 
*                '    ^                              John  Baxter,  rrovost, 

Cupar,  December  6,  1775. 


MEETING  OF  SUGAR  PLANTERS  AND  LONDON  MERCHANTS. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Planters  of  His  Majesty's 
Sugar  Colonies,  residing  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
Merchants  of  London,  trading  to  the  said  Colonies,  at  the 
London  Tavern,  December  6,  1775: 

Beeston  Long,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  attend 
to  the  general  interest  of  the  West-India  Planters  and 
Merchants  at  this  alarming  crisis,  and  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings to  such  general  meetings  as  may  be  called  from 
time  to  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  consist  of  forty-three ; 
and  that  the  following  gentlemen  be  named  of  the  Com- 
mittee :  Beeston  Long,  Richard  Oliver,  James  Phipps, 
Samuel  Turner,  George  Drake,  Charles  Spooner,  J.  L. 
Aikenhead,  Stephen  Fuller ,  John  Kennion,  John  Bourke, 
Thomas  Oliver,  John  Pennant,  Bryan  Edwards,  John 
Ellis,  Joshua  Steele,  Richard  Atkinson,  Edward  Morani, 
John  Bralhwnite,  Alexander  Campbell,  Sir  James  Cock- 
burn,  Bart.,  John  Hankey,  Samuel  Eastwick,  Godschall 
Johnson,  Rose  Fuller,  Sir  Philip  Gibbs,  Bart.,  John 
Jackson,  Michael  McNamara,  William  Holder,  William 
Bond,  Thomas  Walker,  Henry  Daukins,  Hon.  Thomas 
Walpolc,  Richard  Neavc,  George  Walker,  Thomas  Bod- 
dington,  Thomas  Lucas,  Arnold  Nesbit,  James  Gordon, 
Thomas  Storer,  Wastel  Briscoe,  Philip  Dehany,  Chalmer 
Archdekne,  John  Trcvanion,  Esquires. 


Resolved,  That  seven  be  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Coiiiniiltee  be  instructed  to 
give  particular  attention  to  the  Bill  now  depending  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  interdicting  all  foreign  trade  with  the 
associated  Colonies,  thereby  confirming  that  agreement,  of 
whose  ruinous  effects  a  general  meeting  expressed  their 
apprehensions  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  also  to  certain  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, intending  important  variations  in  the  several  Acts  of 
Parliament,  which  gave  the  produce  of  the  British  Plan- 
tations in  the  West-Indies  a  preference  over  the  produce  of 
the  foreign. 

A  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  being  produced 
by  Mr.  Eastwick ;  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  immediately  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Committee,  who  accordingly  with- 
drew, and  after  some  time  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  is  proper  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  the  same  he 
engrossed,  and  left  for  signing  at  the  London  Tavern  till 
to-morrow  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  be  desired  to  pre- 
sent the  said  Petition,  and  that  the  several  members  inte- 
rested in  the  West-India  Islands,  and  the  Representatives 
of  London,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  the  great  commercial 
towns,  be  requested  to  attend  and  support  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
Mr.  Eastwick  for  the  above  Petition. 

James  Allen,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  having  agreed  to  confine  their  present 
Petition  merely  to  the  subject  of  the  Bill  depending  in 
Parliament,  reserving  themselves  for  further  application  on 
other  matters,  so  much  only  of  the  following  Petition  was 
presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  as  related  to  the  Bill. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in 

Parliament  assembled. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  Planters  of  His  Majesty's 

Sugar  Colonies  residing  in  Gre.\t  Britain,  ant/ o/ <Ae 

Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  said  Colonies: 

Showeth,  that  your  Petitioners  having  upon  a  former 
occasion  stated  and  laid  before  this  honourable  House,  with 
all  the  accuracy,  precision  and  truth  that  were  in  us,  the 
worth  and  value  of  His  Majesty's  Sugar  Colonies  in  the 
West-Indies,  their  national  magnitude  and  importance  to 
Great  Britain,  their  situation  as  depending  upon  their 
sister  Colonies  in  IS orth- America,  for  the  maintenance  of 
property  and  support  of  life,  our  fears  and  apprehensions 
of  dangers  and  distress,  arising  out  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  America;  we 
firmly  trusted,  if  conciliation  did  not  render  it  unnecessary 
that  these  substantial  motives  would  have  made  us  the  ob- 
jects of  your  consideration  and  attention. 

That,  in  this  state  of  things,  at  first  positively  bad,  now 
comparatively  worse,  and  soon,  too  soon,  may  be  superla- 
tively bad  ;  again  do  we,  your  Petitioners,  find  ourselves 
obliged  to  return,  to  lay  our  grievances  before  you,  and  to 
implore  that  relief  which  justice  pleads  for,  under  innocent 
and  unmerited  sufferings. 

That,  fixed  between  two  contending  powers,  to  be  aban- 
doned by  both,  though  tied  to  each  by  the  closest  bands  of 
interest,  of  friendship,  of  blood  ;  and  to  be  left  to  beggary, 
nay,  to  famine,  without  a  helping  hand  from  either;  what 
scene  of  piteous  horror  more  can  imagination  form.  And 
yet  this  frightful  picture  is  our  own. 

That,  thrust  out  from  our  natural  channel,  and  stopped 
from  that  course  of  trade  which  immemorial  usage  had  ren- 
dered habitual,  and  till  now  uninterrupted,  it  is  not  in  us, 
but  in  your  wisdom,  to  say  what  substitute  must  now  take 
place,  what  manner  of  help  may  be  had. 

That  suggestions  of  bounties  on  certain  enumerated  goods 
to  be  procured  fioin  Canada,  Nova- Scotia,  and  the  Flori- 
das,  have  been  made,  as  one  probable  mode  of  assistance; 
but,  added  to  the  vain  hope  of  receiving  any  supplies  from 
these  Colonies,  alas,  sorry  are  we  to  think  that  our  wants 
and  necessities  will  afflird  bounties  of  a  sufficient  encou- 
ragement to  them,  and  enough  to  fill  even  the  unsparing 
hand  of  extortion  itself. 

That  another  idea  has  been  entertained  of  obtaining  a 
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market  for  tlie  disposal  of  our  rum ;  an  idea,  lliougli  very 
inadequate  to  our  purposes,  yet,  as  it  promises  some  advan- 
tage, and  is  tlie  only  anciior  of  hope  that  remains  witli  lis, 
we  wish  to  cherish,  and  to  look  towards  you  for  its  effects. 

That  the  means  that  have  been  pointed  out  for  effec- 
tiiatiiig  this  measure,  are  in  two  ways :  either  to  stop  the 
distillation  of  malt  spirits  here,  and  thus  admit  our  rum  to 
consumption  in  their  room,  with  the  general  impost  upon 
it,  or  by  taking  off  the  general  impost,  to  enable  us  to  sell 
it  at  so  low  a  price,  as  by  increasing  thereby  the  consump- 
tion, the  increased  quantity  imported  might,  in  like  propor- 
tion, find  its  vent. 

That,  amidst  the  flattering  expectation  that  that  applica- 
tion might  meet  a  forward  disposition  in  you  to  relieve,  our 
hopes  are  at  once  blasted,  and  cut  off  by  the  bringing  h  of 
a  bill  "  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Co- 
lonies of  New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,"  &c.,  by 
which  we  feel  ourselves  considered  as  objects  of  intended 
punishment,  rather  than  as  faithful  subjects  in  need  of  pro- 
tection. 

Thai,  when  the  American  Congress  adopted  their  Non- 
Importation  and  Non-Exportation  Resolve,  the  fears  natu- 
rally arising  to  us  from  thence  were  somewhat  abated,  by  a 
reliance  on  our  parts  of  a  relaxation  of  theirs,  at  least  with 
regard  to  us ;  but  lest,  happily  for  us,  this  event  might 
succeed,  the  present  bill  not  only  deprives  us  of  the  pro- 
bability, but  establishes  the  impossibility  likewise. 

That,  as  to  the  principle  and  general  policy  of  the  bill, 
these  we  leave  to  those  whom  they  may  concern  ;  we  con- 
fine ourselves  merely  to  so  much  thereof  as  is  afSicting  to 
us. 

Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  most  humbly  pray,  that 
upon  this  ground  we  may  be  allowed  to  be  heard  at  your 
bar,  by  our  agents  and  counsel,  against  the  said  bill,  rely- 
ing on  yonr  wisdom,  goodness,  justice,  and  mercy,  not 
only  for  special  relief  in  this  instance,  but  for  such  other 
assistance  as  we  have  asked,  and  you  can  further  give. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray, 
Sic. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  SOUTH-CAROLINA,  RECEIVED 
AT   WILLIAMSBURGH,  VA.,  DECEMBER  6,    1775. 

Having  an  opportunity  to  Virginia,  I  embrace  it  with 
pleasure,  to  inform  you  what  confusions  we  have  in  this 
Province.  The  upper  part  are  against  the  lower  part. 
The  former  call  themselves  King's  men,  and  as  such  will 
not  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  Provincial  Congress;  they 
are  even  raising  a  party  to  put  a  stop  to  their  proceedings. 
Many  of  our  lives  are  threatened  by  them*  One  Colonel 
Fletchall,  and  Colonel  Kirkland,  are  at  the  head  of  tliis 
party.  They  have  the  vanity  to  think  that  they  can  influ- 
ence the  minds  of  the  people  in  general,  and  by  that  means 
subdue  the  rest;  then  proceed  to  North- Carolina  and 
Virginia,  and  so  on,  till  they  meet  General  Gage;  then 
to  compel  the  Americans  to  swallow  those  unreasonable 
acts  which  Lord  North  and  his  party  have  made  ;  and  after 
all  is  accomplished,  they  expect  that  the  King  will  make 
one  of  them  Generalissimo  over  all  the  Continent. 

A  few  days  past,  a  number  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  went 
and  took  a  certain  Mr.  Brown,  the  principal  man  they  had 
that  could  say  any  thing  worth  hearing,  and  gave  him  a 
genteel  suit  of  tar  and  feathers,  which  so  exasperated  his 
clan  that  they  raised  a  company,  which  was  coming  down 
JO  take  every  person  that  had  a  hand  in  it ;  but  the  report 
of  a  few  great  guns,  which  we  had  luckily  procured,  put  an 
entire  stop  to  them  with  respect  to  that  manoeuvre. 

My  dear  friend,  only  observe  the  vanity,  pride,  and  am- 
bition of  these  men.  Let  us  be  aware  of  their  abominable 
.principles,  and  pity  such  who  are  led  by  them.  We  have 
entirely  overcome  that  body  in  the  aforesaid  quarter,  and 
reduced  them  to  their  former  submission. 


•EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  HENRICO, 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  WILLIAMSBURGH,  DATED  DECEMBER 
6,  1775. 

We  that  live  on  the  river,  and  have  fisheries,  are  in  daily 
apprehension  of  being  visited  by  the  Upland  people,  and 
have  our  houses  searched  for  salt,  as  it  seems  they  are  in 
■extreme  want  of  that  article,  and  imagine  we  have  laid  up 


a  superabundance.  Several  companies  of  armed  men  have 
already  come  down  and  taken  it  from  the  merchants.  One 
company,  on  Monday  last,  came  by  my  house,  and  went 
over  to  Four-Mile  Creek,  where  they  took  from  one  gen- 
tleman fifty  bushels,  being  part  of  two  hundred  which  he 
had  laid  up  for  his  own  use.  For  my  part,  I  think  the 
case  truly  alarming,  and  may  be  productive  of  the  most 
fatal  consequences,  because  a  man  that  has  but  little  salt 
would  not  choose  to  have  it  taken  from  him  by  a  person 
whom  he  doth  not  know.  Further,  the  U|)landers  do  not, 
or  will  not,  understand  that  more  salt  is  necessary  in  the 
families  of  the  poor  and  middling  sort  of  people  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  than  in  the  upper  part;  for  they,  not  having 
it  in  their  power  to  raise  pork  and  beef,  are  obliged  to  live 
upon  salted  fish.  This  being  the  case,  if  the  Uplanders 
should  make  an  equal  division  of  the  salt  which  they  find 
among  us,  they  will  have  greatly  the  advantage ;  for  if  our 
poor  have  not  salt  enough  to  cure  their  fish,  they  must  eat 
bread  alone,  because  they  cannot  raise  meat,  and  have  not 
money  to  buy  it ;  while  the  same  quantity  of  salt  in  the 
hands  of  an  Laplander,  would  cure  meat  enough  for  his  fami- 
ly, which  he  can  raise  upon  easier  terms,  or  perhaps  may 
have  a  good  stock,  while  it  is  utterly  out  of  the  power  of 
our  poor  to  keep  any  slock  to  speak  of.  Thus  circum- 
stanced, some  among  us  may  be  induced  to  make  opposition 
to  what  they  think  the  Uplanders  unjustly  demand,  while 
the  Uplanders,  not  considering  the  matter  in  the  same  light, 
will  think  us  selfish,  hard-hearted,  and  engrossers,  which, 
as  I  before  observed,  may  produce  civil  discord,  and  other 
bad  consequences. 

CHESTERFIELD  COUNTY  (viRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Chesterfield  County,  Decern- 
herG,  1775: 

Mr.  Edward  Johnston,  of  Manchester,  appeared,  upon 
summons,  to  answer  a  charge  against  him  of  having  passed 
to  Norfolk  in  violation  of  a  passport  granted  him  for  his 
safe  conduct  to  Colonel  ffoodford's  camp. 

Upon  hearing  evidence,  and  Mr.  Johnston's  reasons  for 
his  conduct,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  has  wil- 
fully violated  the  proclamation  of  the  Committe  of  Safely, 
and  the  promise  he  made  under  which  he  obtained  the  pass- 
port ;  whereupon  it  is  ordered  by  the  Committee,  that  the 
said  Edward  Johnston  do  not  depart  this  County  without 
the  leave  of  the  Committee,  except  to  Hanover  Court,  to 
return  by  Saturday  next,  of  which  cider  notice  was  given 
him. 

Extract  from  the  minutes : 

Jerhan  Baker,  ClerTc, 


At  a  Committee  held  at  Chesterfield  County,  January 
5,  1776: 

Mr.  Edward  Johnston,  of  Manchester,  appeared,  upon 
a  charge  against  him  of  having  declared  his  determination, 
in  case  he  was  pressed  to  take  arms  in  the  present  contest 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies  of  Ame- 
rica, that  he  would  join  the  Governour. 

Several  witnesses  were  sworn,  and  a  deposition  of  i\Ir. 
Thomas  Bates  was  read.  Upon  hearingof  the  whole  mat- 
ter, the  Committee  are  unanin)ously  of  opinion  that  he  is 
not  guilty  of  the  offence  he  stood  charged  with;  and  also 
ordered,  that  he  be  discharged  from  the  injunction  laid  upon 
him  by  the  Committee  at  their  last  meeting. 

Extract  from  the  minutes : 

Jerman  Baker,  Cleric. 


SAMUEL  PATTERSON  TO  MESSRS.  RODNEY,  McKEAN,  AND  READ. 
Christiana  Bridge,  December  6,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  As  our  representatives  in  Congress,  from 
some  late  vague  information,  I  heard  that  gold  was  hard  to 
had  in  the  City  o(  Philadelphia.  To  answer  valuable  pur- 
be  poses,  I  am,  and  was  always  willing  to  contribute  my 
small  mite  to  the  times  ;  I  now  will  inform  you,  if  you  want, 
you  can  have  one  thousand  pounds  in  gold ;  and  will,  for 
exchange,  take  the  Congress  bills  as  now,  by  that  authority, 
circulating.  If  of  service  to  the  common  cause,  send  for 
it,  and  the  exchange  as  above.  I  should  be  glad  my  offers 
were  of  any  service  to  the  grand  cause. 
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Your  answer  shall  be  punctually  obeyed  by  your  most 


humble  servant, 


Samuel  Patterson. 


To  the  Delaware  Delegates  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 


RICHARD  HENRY  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  December  6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  The  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Pendle- 
ton, came  to  hand  two  days  ago,  and  as  it  will  save  a  good 
deal  of  unnecessary  writing,  I  send  it  to  you.  The  procla- 
mation there  alluded  to,  we  have  seen.  It  proclaims  mar- 
tial law  through  Virginia,  and  offers  freedom  to  all  the 
slaves,  calling  their  masters  Rebels,  &c.  It  seems  this  un- 
lucky triumph  over  Hutchings,  with  his  less  than  half 
armed  militia,  so  dispirited  the  miserable  wretches  in  that 
neighbourhood,  that  many  have  taken  an  oath  of  Lord  Dun- 
more's  prescribing,  reprobating  Congress,  committees,  he. 
Long  before  this,  Colonel  Woodford,  with  eight  hundred 
good  men,  must  be  arrived  in  those  parts,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  has  forced  his  Lordship  on  board  his  ships  again. 
All  this  would  have  been  prevented  if  our  troops  could 
have  crossed  James  River  in  proper  time,  but  they  were 
obstructed  and  forced  to  march  high  up  by  the  men-of-war; 
and,  indeed,  such  is  the  nature  of  our  water-intersected 
country,  that  a  small  number  of  men  provided  with  naval 
force,  can  harass  us  extremely.  I  have  good  reason  to 
hope  that,  in  a  few  weeks,  the  state  of  things  in  Virginia 
will  be  greatly  altered  for  the  better. 

I  thank  you  for  your  list  of  armed  vessels,  but  at  present 
no  use  can  be  made  of  them.  I  hope  some  of  them  will 
be  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  prizes  eastward. 

I  had  not  heard  of  your  improvements  on  the  Kanhawa 
being  destroyed,  and  unless  Mr.  Lund  Washington  has 
received  very  accurate  information  on  this  head,  I  am  yet 
inclined  to  doubt  it ;  because  I  see  in  the  treaty  lately  con- 
cluded with  all  the  Ohio  Indians,  they  first  inform  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Kanhawa  fort  being  burnt  by  some 
of  their  rash  young  men ;  but  they  promise  to  punish  the 
offenders,  and  prevent  repetition  of  the  like  offences. 
They  are  very  precise  in  their  information,  and  mention 
only  the  fort,  as  well  as  I  remember.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  your  property  may  yet  be  safe.  This  treaty  with  the 
Indians  is  the  more  likely  to  last,  as  Connolly,  with  his 
little  corps  of  officers,  are  now  in  close  custody  in  Mary- 
land, having  been  arrested  there  as  they  were  stealing 
through  the  country  to  Pittsburgh,  from  whence  they  were 
to  proceed  to  Detroit,  and  with  the  troops  in  those  western 
parts,  Indians,  &.C.,  he  was  to  have  done  wonders.  This 
wonderful  man  is  now  in  close  jail. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  surrender  of  Montreal,  and 
from  General  Montgomery's  letter  giving  account  of  that 
event,  I  think  we  have  room  to  expect  that  Quebeck  is 
fallen  before  now.  A  Committee  of  Congress  some  time 
since  sent  to  Canada,  have  directions  to  raise  a  regiment 
in  that  country,  to  invite  delegates  to  this  Congress,  and  to 
give  the  strongest  assurances  of  protection  to  their  civil  and 
religious  rights. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  your  getting  Cobble  Hill,  and  I  hope 
it  will  prove  useful  to  you.  We  are  told  that  your  enemy's 
troops  are  very  uneasy  on  Bunker's  Hill.  God  grant  that 
their  uneasiness  may  increase  to  their  ruin. 

No  accounts  yet  from  England ;  but  ships  are  daily  ex- 
pected. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  and 

obedient  servant,  ti  u  i 

'  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


EDMUND  PENDLETON  TO  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Virginia,  November  27,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  For  want  of  a  Committee  sitting,  and  as  it 
is  impossible  to  judge  what  will  be  the  sentiments  of  the 
Convention  on  the  several  points,  previous  to  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Congress  for  assistance  to  this  Colony,  I  can  say 
nothing  on  the  subject  of  your  joint  letter  of  the  14th,  but 
that  I  will  lay  that  and  former  letters  before  the  Conven- 
tion, at  their  meeting  on  Friday  next.  In  the  mean  time 
I  will  mention  what  has  happened  below,  according  to  the 
loose  accounts  I  have  had,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  more 
fully  related  in  the  papers  which  will  accompany  this. 


Eight  companies,  with  some  baggage,  had  passed  the 
river  at  Jamestown,  and  were  waiting  at  Cobham  for  the 
remainder  with  Colonel  Woodford,  who  were  obliged  by 
the  navy  to  go  up  the  river  to  pass,  and  did  not  get  over 
till  S'lnday  sen'night.  In  the  mean  time.  Colonel  Joseph 
Hutchings,  and  some  others  in  Princess  Anne,  raised  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  and  were  marching  to  meet 
and  join  Woodford's  corps.  The  Governour,  hearing  of 
this,  marched  out  with  three  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers, 
tories  and  slaves,  \o  Kemp's  Landing,  and  after  setting  up 
his  standard,  and  issuing  his  proclamation,  declaring  all  per- 
sons Rebels  who  took  up  arms  for  the  country,  and  inviting 
all  slaves,  servants,  and  apprentices,  to  come  to  him  and  re- 
ceive arras,  he  proceeded  to  intercept  Hutchings  and  his 
party,  upon  whom  he  came  by  surprise,  but  received,  it 
seems,  so  warm  a  fire,  that  the  ragamuffins  gave  way;  they 
were  however  rallied,  on  discovering  that  two  companies  of 
our  militia  gave  way,  and  left  Hutchings  and  Dr.  Reid  with 
a  volunteer  company,  who  maintained  their  ground  bravely, 
till  they  were  overcome  by  numbers,  and  took  shelter  in  a 
swamp.  The  slaves  were  sent  in  pursuit  of  them  ;  and 
one  of  Colonel  Hutchings's  own,  with  another,  found  him. 
On  their  approach,  he  discharged  his  pistol  at  his  slave,  but 
missed  him,  and  was  taken  by  them  after  receiving  a  wound 
it]  his  face  with  a  sword.  The  numbers  taken  or  killed,  oa 
either  side,  is  not  ascertained.  It  is  said  the  Governour 
went  to  Dr.  Reid's  shop,  and  after  taking  the  medicines 
and  dressings  necessary  for  his  wounded  men,  broke  all  the 
others  to  pieces.  Letters  mention  that  slaves  flock  to  him 
in  abundance,  but  I  hope  it  is  magnified.  Young  Good- 
rich, who  brought  in  the  powder,  is  sent  to  Boston.  They 
have  also  taken  the  old  man  near  the  Capes,  in  his  passage 
to  the  West-Indies,  and,  'tis  said,  used  him  very  ill ;  but  I 
had  not  particulars.  We  are  told  Matt  Shripp  was  in 
Hutchings's  party,  and  fought  bravely,  so  that  I  hope  he 
is  not  really  fallen  off.  Present  my  compliments  to  your 
worthy  colleagues,  and  to  Dr.  Shippen. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Edmund  Pendleton. 
To  Richard  Henry  Lee, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress  : 
A  Memorial. 
By  the  treaty  at  Easton,  the  Indians  made  choice  of  me 
to  superintend  their  business,  particularly  to  keep  up  the 
old  friendship,  &,c.;  and  the  messengers  sent  down  from 
the  Six  Nations  having  represented  that  their  brethren  in 
Maryland  (the  Nantikokes)  are  desirous  of  going  with 
them  to  live  with  their  brethren  in  the  Indian  country,  and 
they  apprehending  that  the  several  tracts  of  land  in  Mary- 
land, on  which  they  now  live,  to  be  their  own  property,  are 
desirous  of  selling  the  same  for  the  value  thereof,  have  sent 
a  messenger  to  me  with  a  string  of  wampum,  requesting 
my  interposition,  and  the  Indians  are  now  waiting  for  an 
answer.  The  necessity  of  doing  every  thing  in  our  power 
to  cultivate  harmony  with  the  Indians,  must  appear  to  every 
person  concerned  for  our  liberties.  I  feel  myself  happy  in 
performing  any  services  conducive  to  the  publick  good,  but 
look  upon  myself  as  not  authorized  to  give  these  people 
the  assistance  necessary,  if  not  appointed  by  Congress. 
The  Indians'  appointment,  and  Commissioners  answer,  ap- 
pear upon  the  treaty  now  before  your  honourable  body. 

John  Bull. 

Philadelphia,  December  6,  1775. 

LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  Elizabethtown,  December  6,  1775,  ) 
Two  o'clock,  P.  M.      J 

Sir:  This  moment  a  gentleman  of  this  place  is  come 
over  from  New-York,  who  tells  me,  this  morning,  that  a 
sloop  arrived  from  Albany,  after  a  very  short  passage,  the 
master  of  which  says  that  an  express  was  at  Albany,  on 
his  way  to  iVew- Yort,  with  an  account  that  on  Colonel 
Arnold's  presenting  himself  before  Quebeck  the  inhabi- 
tants threw  open  the  gates  and  joyfully  received  him  ;  that 
he  has  obtained  the  entire  possession  of  that  city,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man  ;  that  General  Carleton  is  on  Lake 
St.  Francis,  between  Montreal  and  (Quebeck,  and  will  not 
easily  escape  the  vigilance  of  Colonel  Arnold.  I  most  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you,  and  all  the  friends  of  .America,  on 
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this  very  important  event ;  and  that  yoii  may  be  informed 
of  il  as  soon  as  possible,  1  now  despatch  Lieutenant  Ftaha- 
van  express  with  this  letter. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
TJie  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


PUNISHMENT  OF  THOMAS  RANDOLPH. 

New.York,  Decombor  28,  1775. 

The  6th  of  December,  at  (^uibblctoum,  Middlesex  Coun- 
ty, Piscataway  Township,  New- Jersey,  Thomas  Randolph, 
cooper,  who  had  publickly  proved  himself  an  enemy  to  his 
country,  by  reviling  and  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
oppose  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Conventions  and  Committees,  in  defence  of  their  rights 
and  liberties ;  and  he  being  judged  a  person  of  not  conse- 
quence enough  for  a  severer  punishment,  was  ordered  to 
be  stripped  naked,  well  coated  with  tar  and  feathers,  and 
carried  in  a  wagon  publickly  round  the  town ;  which  punish- 
ment was  accordingly  inflicted.  And  as  he  soon  became 
duly  sensible  of  his  offence,  for  which  he  earnestly  begged 
pardon,  and  promised  to  atone,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  by  a 
contrary  behaviour  for  ti)e  future,  he  was  released,  and 
suffered  to  return  to  his  house  in  less  tlian  half  an  hour. 
The  whole  was  conducted  with  that  regularity  and  decorum 
that  ought  to  be  observed  in  all  publick  punishments. 


DECLARATION    OF    INHABITANTS    OF    QUEEN  S    COUNTY, 
NEW-YORK. 
Queen's  County,  Long-Island,  Decerobor  6,  1775. 

We,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County,  see- 
ing, in  common  with  our  fellow-subjects,  the  deepest  anx- 
iety and  distress  from  the  most  unhappy  state  of  affairs 
between  Great  Britain  and  tlie  American  Colonies,  and 
beholding,  with  horror,  every  appearance  of  being  involved 
in  any  the  least  unfriendly  contention  with  our  neighbours, 
countrymen,  and  fellow-subjects,  have  resolved  to  take 
every  step  in  our  power  to  prevent  so  destructive  an  event 
— an  event  which,  if  permitted  to  take  place,  will  intro- 
duce misery  and  distress,  and  open  wounds  that  many  years 
cannot  heal.  Impressed  with  these  ideas,  and  the  most 
friendly  disposition  towards  all  our  fellow-subjects,  we  make 
this  publick  declaration  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions,  by 
which  we  hope  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  every  real 
friend  to  liberty. 

We  declare  that  we  have  not  the  most  distant  design  or 
inclination  to  injure  or  offend  any  of  our  fellow-subjects ; 
but  if,  in  exercising  the  essential  privilege  of  freemen,  we 
unfortunately  differed  with  our  brethren  as  to  the  mode  of 
bringing  the  present  troubles  to  a  happy  conclusion,  we 
Lave  carefully  avoided  every  ostentatious  display  of  that 
difference  in  sentiment  and  every  irritating  measure.  We 
wish  only  to  remain  in  peace,  nor  have  we  done  aught  to 
interrupt  the  quiet  of  others.  So  far  have  we  been  from 
harbouring  a  wish  to  offer  violence  to  any,  that  we  remained 
.a  long  time  destitute  of  the  ordinary  means  of  self-defence. 
We  trusted  that  as  we  meant  not  to  injure  any  man,  so 
oone  would  attempt  to  injure  us.  At  length,  however,  we 
found  too  much  reason  to  be  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of 
ourselves,  our  families,  and  property.  Reports  have  been 
circulated,  and  messages  delivered  to  us,  importing  that  we 
are  to  be  disarmed,  and  some  of  our  principal  people  taken 
in  custody ;  that  we  are,  in  short,  to  be  treated  as  enemies 
to  our  country.  We  call  upon  every  man  who  values  him- 
self upon  the  inheritance  of  an  Englishman,  to  say  what 
he  would  do  in  such  a  case.  Would  he  suffer  himself  to 
be  disarmed,  and  tamely  confess  himself  an  abject  slave  ? 
Certainly  no.  Can  any  one,  then,  who  feels  the  spirit  of 
liberty,  impose  that  on  us  which  he  had  rather  die  than 
submit  to  himself?  Can  he  blame  us  for  doing  that  which 
he  most  surely  would  do  was  he  in  our  situation?  Im- 
pelled by  the  most  powerful  arguments  of  self-defence,  we 
have  at  last  been  driven  to  procure  a  supply  of  those  means 
for  protecting  ourselves,  of  which  we  have  been,  till  now, 
almost  totally  destitute ;  but  we  solemnly  declare  we  pro- 
cured them  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defending  ourselves  from 
insults  and  injuries. 

And  as  many  reports  have  been  propagated,  tending  to 
excite  the  resentment  of  our  countrymen  against  us,  and  to 


represent  us  as  entirely  inimical  to  them,  we  take  this  op- 
portunity to  declare  that  all  such  reports  are  wicked  inven- 
tions and  void  of  truth. 

To  remain  peaceable  and  quiet,  we  again  repeat,  is  our 
earnest  desire;  and  breathing  the  most  friendly  disposition 
towards  our  neighbours,  countrymen,  and  fellow-subjects, 
we  entreat  them  to  behold  in  us  those  endearing  connec- 
tions, and  not  suffer  a  difference  in  opinion,  or  mischievous 
and  groundless  reports,  to  liurry  them  into  acts  of  violence 
against  us,  which  the  laws  of  God  and  man  will  justify  us 
in  resisting. 

The  above  declarations  are  published  as  containing  the 
sentiments  and  intentions  of  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER,  DATED  CAMP  BEFORE  QUEBECK, 
NEAR  THE  GENERAL-HOSPITAL,  DECEMBER  6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  T  wrote  you  the  21st  ultimo,  which  I  make 
no  doubt  you  have  received.  I  then  gave  you  some  par- 
ticulars of  our  march,  proceedings,  &,c.,  since  which  Gen- 
eral Montgomery  has  joined  us  with  artillery,  and  about 
three  thousand  men ;  and  yesterday  we  arrived  here  from 
Point- aux-2'remble,  and  are  making  preparation  to  attack 
the  enemy,  who  are  in  close  garrison,  but  cannot  hold  out 
long,  as  from  the  best  accounts  they  are  much  divided 
amongst  themselves,  and  a  prodigious  panick  has  seized 
them  all.  Carleton,  we  are  told,  is  determined  to  hold  out 
to  the  very  last,  as  his  only  hope ;  for  he  can  expect 
nothing  but  punishment  from  the  Ministry,  whom  he  hath 
most  egregiously  deceived  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country.  All  his  friends,  or  rather  his  courtiers, 
say  be  could  not  have  taken  more  effectual  measures  than 
he  has  to  ruin  the  country. 

The  22d  ultimo  he  issued  a  very  extraordinary  procla- 
mation, strictly  ordering  all  who  refuse  to  take  up  arms 
and  defend  the  garrison,  to  depart  the  town  and  district 
within  four  days,  with  their  wives  and  children,  under  pain 
of  being  treated  as  rebels  or  spies.  In  consequence  of 
which  a  great  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants  came  out 
with  their  families,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their  pro- 
perty behind,  except  some  wearing  apparel  and  a  little 
household  furniture,  &,c.  1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
proclamation. 

Among  the  corps  who  came  with  General  Montgomery, 
is  your  worthy  friend.  Captain  Lamb,  whom  I  had  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  a  few  days  ago  at  Point-aux- Tremble. 

Our  men  are  in  high  spirits,  being  now  well  clothed 
with  the  regimentals  taken  from  the  Seventh  and  Twentieth 
regiments,  who  were  taken  prisoners  at  St.  John's.  This 
is  a  circumstance  which,  I  believe,  the  like  never  before 
happened  to  the  British  troops,  as  two  regiments  of  them 
to  be  made  prisoners  at  one  time.  Providence  smiles  on 
us  in  a  most  remarkable  manner.  The  Canadians  say, 
"surely  God  is  with  this  people, or  they  could  never  have 
done  what  they  have  done."  They  are  all  astonished  at 
our  march  through  the  wilderness,  which  they  say  was  im- 
possible, and  would  not  believe  our  coming  until  they  had 
occular  demonstration  of  it. 

We  are  at  a  great  loss  for  intelligence  from  the  army  at 
Cambridge  and  other  quarters,  having  had  no  certain  ac- 
counts of  their  movements,  nor  the  least  syllable  of  news 
since  we  left  Newbury. 

I  am  astonished  a  regular  communication  has  not  been 
opened  between  Montreal  and  the  Colonies ;  hope  you  ^ 
will  pay  a  little  attention  publickly  to  it,  more  especially  as 
there  are  some  scoundrels  who  with  impunity  open  the  let- 
ters directed  to  the  officers  in  our  army,  and  I  suppose 
they  continue  the  like  infamous  practice  with  the  letters 
which  are  sent  to  our  friends  and  acquaintance. 

The  General  is  now  absent  sending  off  an  express,  by 
whom  I  send  this.  1  hope  the  next  time  I  write  you  it 
will  be  from  Quebeck  ;  for,  if  the  insulting  foe  does  not  sur- 
render shortly,  1  believe  it  is  the  General's  intention  to 
carry  the  town  by  storm. 

CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Wednesday,  December  6,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
Present :  His  Honour  the  Governour,  Jabez  Huntington, 
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PVilKam  Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  JeJediah  Elderkin, 
Joshua  West,  Benjamin  Huntington. 

On  motion  by  Captain  Jonathan  Wells,  (present,)  for 
"directing,  &;c., 

Voted,  That  the  Captain  and  other  Officers  and  Sailors 
belonging  to  tiie  armed  vessel  lately  taken  near  St.  John's, 
and  now  at  Canaan,  be  disposed  of  by  the  Committee  for 
taking  care  of  prisoners,  in  such  town  of  towns  in  the 
CoQXity  ot  Litchjield  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient, 
until  further  orders  from  the  General  Congress,  or  the  Go- 
vernour  and  this  Council.     Copy  given. 

Voted,  That  Captain  William  Hunter,  Lieutenant  Jo/m 
Smith,  Dr.  Thomas  Siaidon,  John  Kent,  William  Kent, 
and  a  servant  of  said  Smith,  who  were  lately  taken  at  St. 
John's,  and  sent  as  prisoners  to  be  quartered  in  this  Colony, 
be  allowed  to  reside  within  the  town  of  Wethersfield ,  in 
this  Colony,  upon  their  parole  of  honour  not  to  depart  out 
of  said  town,  until  further  orders  from  the  Governour  and 
this  Committee,  or  from  the  Continental  Congress.  And 
the  Committee  for  taking  charge  of  and  providing  for  pri- 
soners, are  hereby  directed  to  provide  for  said  Captain 
Hunter,  &c.,  in  said  Wethersfield,  in  the  same  manner  as 
others  of  their  rank  are  provided  for.     Copy  given. 

N.  B.  Said  Lieutenant  and  Doctor  were  present,  re- 
questing the  same  favour,  &.c. 

His  Honour  having  received  a  letter  from  General 
Washington,  informing  that  a  number  of  Soldiers  of  Gen- 
eral Putnam's  Regiment,  &.c.,  had  deserted  the  service, 
challenging  their  term  to  be  expired,  &,c.;  that  he  had  sent 
after  them,  Sic,  and  much  resenting  their  conduct,  and 
moving  that  they  ought  to  be  made  examples  of.  Sic,  &;c., 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  their  conduct,  was  largely 
discussed. 

It  seems  the  opinion  that  their  conduct  is  very  reprehen- 
sible, and  that  they  are  deserters,  but  considering  their  term 
of  inlistment  was  very  nearly  expired,  that  it  is  a  critical 
time,  about  forming  a  new  Army,  that  perhaps  it  is  not  so 
well  within  our  Province  to  deal  with  them  ;  that  the  law 
provides,  &ic.,  and  that  the  Assembly  will  probably  soon 
be  called,  &,c.,  it  is  best  to  refer  the  matter  to  them  ;  and 
a  letter  be  wrote  to  General  Washington  expressing  these 
things,  and  our  resentment  of  their  conduct,  and  holding 
forth  the  zeal  and  6rmness  of  the  Colony  notwithstanding, 
&,c.  And  a  letter  was  accordingly  prepared,  and  consi- 
dered, and  submitted  to  the  Governour's  correction. 

And  being  night,  the  meeting  was  dismissed. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COCN- 
CIL  or  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Cambridge,  December  5, 1775. 

Sir  :  Copies  of  the  enclosed  letter  I  have  already  writ- 
ten to  the  Governours  of  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut, 
and  shall  do  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  Congress  in 
New- Hampshire,  as  1  conceive  our  affairs  are  in  a  very  cri- 
tical situation.  It  was  mentioned  to  me  yesterday,  in  con- 
versation, that  the  militia  of  this  Government  which  were 
ordered  on  to  supply  the  places  of  the  Connecticut  troops, 
are  allowed  forty  shillings  per  month  of  twenty-eight  days. 
The  first  I  highly  approved  of,  because  I  was  unwilling  to 
see  any  invidious  distinction  in  pay,  the  never-failing  con- 
sequence of  which  is  jealousy  and  discord.  But,  sir,  if  the 
General  Court  of  this  Colony  have  resolved  on  the  latter, 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  it  aims  the  most  fatal 
stab  to  the  peace  of  this  army  that  ever  was  given,  and  that 
Lord  North  himself  could  not  have  devised  a  more  effec- 
tual blow  to  the  recruiting  service. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  the  strength  of  these  expressions ; 

if  my  information  is  wrong  (I  had  it  from  General  Heath, 

who  says  he  had  it  from  a  member  of  your  Court)  they 

are  altogether  improper,  and  I  crave  your  pardon  for  them  ; 

if  right,  my  zeal  in  the  American  cause  must  plead   my 

excuse. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,       r^  -..r 

°  r      '       (jEORGE  Washington. 

The  Honourable /awe*  0<is,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Massachusetts-Bay. 


ceived,  and  am  to  inform  you  that  from  the  good  character 

you  gave  of  Mr.  Aborn,  I  ordered  the  agent  in  whose  care 

his  vessel  was,  to  deliver  her  up   to  him.     There  were 

other   circumstances,    too,    that  were  favourable  to    Mr. 

Aborn,  and  that  induced  a  belief  that  he  was  not  inimical 

to  our  cause. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind   attention   to  my  two 

letters  of  the  15th  and   18ih  of  November,  and  for  your 

promise  to  lay  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  first  before  the 

General  Committee,  and  ordering  the  troops  which  were 

on  Block-Island  to  this  camp. 

I  am,  &c.,  i~,  1,7 

'  George  Washington. 

Hon.  Nicholas  Cooke. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  SALEM  COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge,  December  6,  1775. 

Sir:  The  representation  of  the  Committee  of  the  town 
of  Salem  was  yesterday  laid  before  his  Excellency.  He 
orders  me  to  assure  you,  that  it  will  give  him  great  plea- 
sure to  contribute  towards  the  particular  safety  of  the  town 
and  inhabitants  of  iSa/em,  when  he  can  do  it  consistent  with 
that  attention  he  must  pay  to  the  defence  of  the  whole. 

The  shot  taken  on  board  the  prize  is  very  much  wanting 
at  camp;  what  are  in  cases  cannot  possibly  be  spared. 
What  are  loose  in  the  hold  are  two  sorts,  twelves  and  sixes  ; 
of  these  they  may  have  the  small  assortment  demanded; 
they  giving  an  obligation  to  repay  the  same,  or  their  value, 
in  order  that  the  Continent  or  their  captors  may  not  be  de- 
prived of  their  right.  On  showing  this  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Bartlett  and  Captain  John  Glover,  agents  for  the 
prize,  they  will  deliver  the  shot  conformable  to  the  condi- 
tions above  mentioned.  o  ht 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  and  Correspondence  of  the  Town  o('Salem. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  December  6,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favours  of  the  28th  and  30lh  ultimo,  I  re- 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  6,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  by  the  bearer  two  thousand  dollars  to 

defray  the  expense  attending  the  military  stores.     Do  you 

pay  all  the  charges,  and  keep  vouchers,  that  we  may  not 

be  troubled  with  a  multiplicity  of  accounts. 

I  am  yours,  ^  w 

■'        '  Stephen  Motlan. 

To  Captain  William  Bartlett,  Beverly. 


JAMES  SULLIVAN  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Watertown,  December  6,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  this  evening  received  your  important  let- 
ter by  Major  Scammel,  and  have  just  returned  from  a  con- 
ference with  General  Washington  on  the  subject-matter  of 
it.  As  to  our  paying  our  troops  to  the  first  of  August  by 
lunar  months,  it  was  our  engagement  with  them  to  do  it 
when  we  inlisted  them,  and  we  can  by  no  means  go  from 
it ;  but  I  believe  we  shall  be  content  to  make  it  a  Provin- 
cial charge  rather  than  have  uneasiness  with  the  other  Co- 
lonies. 

I  am  uneasy  at  the  backwardness  of  our  men  to  engage 
in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  there  will  be  nothing  left  un- 
done that  our  Court  has  in  its  power  to  do,  in  order  to  faci- 
litate the  raising  a  new  army.  1  have  been  this  evening 
drawing  a  plan  to  lay  before  our  Court  in  the  morning.  It 
is  yet  incorrect,  but  you  have  here  a  copy  of  it : 

"  The  prevailing  uneasiness  in  the  army  seems  to  arise 
more  from  a  disposition  in  the  soldiers  to  rule,  and  their 
opinion  of  their  own  importance,  than  any  unjustness  in 
their  pay  or  treatment.  This,  if  long  subsisting,  will  daily 
obtain  in  their  minds,  and  have  the  most  probable  ten- 
dency to  break  up  the  army,  and  therefore  should  be  rooted 
out  as  soon  as  possible.  But,  as  some  of  the  persons  who 
now  command  as  subalterns,  were  lately  neighbours  to,  and 
on  a  level  with,  the  privates  they  command ;  and  as  the 
soldiery  in  this  country  are  by  no  means  dependant  on  the 
army  for  a  living,  this  must  be  done  with  the  greatest  de- 
licacy. 

"The  paying  our  soldiers  by  lunar  months,  or  giving 
them  a  bounty,  will  so  much  enhance  the  expense  of  war, 
that  the  Southern  Colonies,  who  bear  a  great  part  of  the 
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expense  and  share  none  of  the  profits  of  the  campaign,  may 
prove  discontented,  and  destroy  that  union  whicli  now  so 
liappily  subsists.  If  this  Colony  should  pay  the  extraordi- 
nary expense  of  lunar  months  out  of  its  own  treasury,  or 
should  bid  a  bounty  at  its  own  expense,  the  troops  of  the 
other  New-England  Colonies  would,  as  they  are  on  the 
same  service,  expect  the  same  advantage,  and  leave  the 
service  unless  they  have  it. 

"  If  all  the  New-England  Governments  should  bid  a 
bounty,  or  pay  the  extraordinary  charge  of  lunar  months, 
out  of  their  own  treasury,  the  soldiery,  by  gaining  this  de- 
mand, would  soon  make  another,  and  have  from  this  conde- 
scension of  Government  such  evidence  of  their  own  impor- 
tance as  would  induce  them  to  suppose  that  all  their  de- 
mands must  be  immediately  complied  with. 

"  If,  therefore,  some  measure  can  be  hit  upon  to  con- 
vince the  soldiers  now  in  the  camp  that  an  army  can  be 
raised  without  them,  they  will  readily  inlist  for  the  ensuing 
campaign. 

"  The  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  is  to  raise  six- 
teen regiments.  As  the  having  so  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Colony  in  good  wages  in  the  present  state  of  our 
affairs  is  a  great  privilege,  it  should  be  held  up  so  to  the 
people  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  engage. 

"  it  might  be  expedient,  therefore,  for  the  General  Court 
to  apportion,  according  to  the  tax  bill  of  the  present  year, 
the  nucnber  of  privates  each  town  is  entitled  to  have  in 
pay  in  the  army ;  which  each  town  should  be  ordered  to 
iurnish  at  the  lines  upon  or  before  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  inlisted  according  to  the  Continental  establishment  of 
the  army,  preference  being  given  by  each  town  to  such  of 
their  inhabitants  as  shall  have  been  in  the  camp  this  year, 
provided  they  are  inlisted  upon  the  twentieth  day  of  De- 
cember instant." 

I  am  your  humble,  obedient  servant, 

James  Sullivan. 
To  Genertl  SulUvan. 

If  any  part  or  all  of  this  plan  is  wrong,  you  will  give  me 
your  opinion  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  it  may  be  al- 
tered.    Your's,  as  above- 

GENERAL  FOLSOM  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRK  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Exeter,  December  6,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  Immediately  after  my  return  home  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  I  despatched  Colonel  Hobart  for  Ches- 
ter. The  next  morning  I  sent  an  express  to  Major  Bart- 
lett,  of  Nottingham,  who  is  now  with  me.  He  expects 
to  have  his  company  full  by  Thursday  night,  and  march 
them  oS Friday  morning;  but  wants  a  dollar  per  man, 
which  I  should  be  glad  you  would  give  me  an  order  for. 
1  also  applied  without  loss  of  time  to  several  of  the  likeliest 
persons  here  to  raise  a  company,  but  without  success,  till 
Simeon  Ladd  took  the  blank  order  for  a  company.  He 
has,  as  yet,  inlisted  but  three,  yet  refuses  to  give  up  the 
order  till  he  has  tried  further.  I  have  since  employed 
Benjamin  Boardman,  of  this  town,  and  Porter  Kimball, 
of  Brentwood,  who,  I  believe,  will  raise  a  company;  Board- 
man  having  inlisted  about  twenty,  and  Kimball  about  the 
same  number.  Shall  therefore  be  glad  you  would  send  up 
beating  for  them,  and  an  order  for  one  dollar  for  each  of  the 
men. 

You  may  depend  on  my  sparing  no  pains  in  getting  the 
men  ready  to  march  by  Friday  morning. 

I  now  send  you  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Bearing, 
two  hundred  pounds,  agreeably  to  your  request. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Nathaniel  Folsom. 

MR.  hartley's  plan  OF  RECONCILIATION. 

London,  December  7,  1775. 
The  plan  of  pacification  with  America,  which  was  moved 
this  day  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Hartley,  and 
seconded  by  Sir  George  Savile,  was  opened  upon  the  fol- 
lowing grounds :  That  Lord  North  having,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  session,  expressed  himself  to  this  effect :  "  Would 
to  God  that  all  things  were  as  they  were  in  1763,  if  the 
authority  of  this  country  could  likewise  be  replaced  into 
the  same  state  that  it  was  in  1763,  but  that  an  uncondi- 
tional repeal  of  all  the  acts  since  1763,  without  some  hon- 


ourable satisfaction  to  the  authority  of  this  country,  would 
leave  this  country  much  disgraced ;  declaring  at  the  same 
time,  that  he  would  readily  waive  the  point  of  revenue  from 
America,"  Mr.  Hartley,  who  offered  last  year  a  draft 
of  a  letter  of  requisition,  as  a  plan  of  settlement  and  ac- 
commodation, while  revenue  was  the  declared  object  of 
Administration,  desired  to  offer  a  proposition  to  Lord  North 
upon  the  new  ground  that  he  had  taken. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  Hartley's  proposition  was,  that  if 
there  was  any  sincere  desire  for  peace,  he  would  endeavour 
to  join  issue  with  Lord  North,  and  to  offer  terms  of  accom- 
modation ;  by  which,  if  Ministry  would  consent  to  replace 
America  to  the  year  1763,  he  should,  on  the  other  part, 
pro])ose,  that  America  should  give  full  satisfaction  to  the 
point  of  honour ;  that  he  thought  himself  authorized  to  en- 
gage for  every  thing  that  could  in  reason  be  required  from 
the  Americans,  under  that  declaration  in  their  petition  to 
the  King ;  that  they  did  not  even  wish  for  reconciliation, 
notwithstanding  all  their  distresses,  upon  terms  inconsistent 
with  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain;  that,  taking  his  ground 
from  this  declaration,  he  should  propose  a  recognition,  not 
in  words,  but  in  fact,  which  would  effectually  replace  the 
authority  of  this  country,  (be  it  more  or  less,  without  any 
invidious  line  drawn,)  where  it  was  in  1763.  The  test 
proposed,  was  the  enrolling  some  act  of  Parliament  by 
the  Assembly  of  each  Province,  supposing  that  the  act  of 
Parliament  in  view  should  be  formed  upon  principles  of 
justice,  and  such  as  the  Colonies  would  have  received  with 
a  silent  and  thankful  compliance  in  1763.  All  recogni- 
tions in  words  being  unavoidably  both  invidious  and  insi- 
dious, a  test,  bringing  no  line  of  authority  or  obedience 
into  question,  would  be  the  only  safe  proposition.  The 
Americans  shall  be  as  they  were  in  1763,  if  they  will 
likewise  admit  an  act  of  test,  such  as  they  would  not  have 
had  the  least  scruple  to  have  admitted  in  1763.  Let  us 
throw  a  veil  over  all  the  theoretical  disputes  of  the  rights 
of  subjects,  either  as  Colonists,  or  as  men  at  large ;  let  us 
not  discuss  the  rights  reserved  or  supposed  to  be  reserved, 
at  their  emigration,  whether  tacitly  or  explicitly  ;  let  mutual 
concessions  on  both  sides  bring  the  two  parties  together ; 
let  the  Americans  be  replaced  where  they  were  in  1763,  if 
they  will  admit  and  register  in  their  Assemblies,  such  an  act 
of  Parliament  as  they  themselves  shall  confess  that  they 
would  have  admitted  in  1763.  It  is  not  an  unreasonable 
request  to  make  to  America,  that  they  should  treat  an  act 
of  Parliament,  flowing  from  principles  of  general  humanity 
and  justice,  with  a  different  reception  to  what  has  been 
given  to  acts  of  grievance. 

It  is  certainly  dangerous  to  disturb  questions  of  the  rights 
and  extent  of  empire  or  obedience,  because,  after  that, 
even  acts  of  acquiescence  may  be  construed  to  involve 
hazardous  concessions,  supposed  to  be  included  in  the 
principles  which  have  been  brought  under  contest.  But  in 
the  state  of  human  affairs  we  must  not  always  be  too  scru- 
pulous. Something  must  be  given  up  for  peace.  A  civil 
war  never  comes  too  late.  Let  the  Americans  take  their 
situation  as  it  was  in  1763,  for  better  and  for  worse.  In 
the  present  miserable  prospect  of  things  that  is  a  fair  and 
equitable  bargain.  The  object  of  the  act  of  Parliament  to 
be  proposed  to  America,  may  be  perhaps  in  the  event  the 
abolition,  but  at  the  present  can  only  be  considered  as  the 
first  step  to  correct  a  vice  which  has  spread  through  the 
Continent  of  North-America,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  British 
Constitution.  That  vice  is  slavery.  It  would  be  infinitely 
absurd  to  send  over  to  America  an  act  to  abolish  slavery  at 
one  word,  because,  however  repugnant  the  practice  may  be 
to  the  laws  of  morality  or  policy,  yet  to  expel  an  evil  which 
has  spread  far,  and  which  has  been  suffered  for  such  length 
of  time,  requires  information  of  facts  and  circumstances, 
and  the  greatest  discretion  to  root  it  out ;  and  moreover  the 
necessary  length  of  settling  such  a  point  would  defeat  the 
end  df  its  being  proposed  as  an  act  of  compromise  to  set- 
tle the  present  unhappy  troubles ;  therefore  the  act  to  be 
proposed  to  America,  as  an  auspicious  beginning  to  lay  the 
first  stone  of  universal  liberty  to  mankind,  should  be  what 
no  American  could  hesitate  an  instant  to  comply  with,  viz  : 
that  every  slave  in  North-America  should  be  entitled  to 
his  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases.  America  cannot  re- 
fuse to  accept  and  to  enroll  such  an  act  as  this,  and  thereby 
to  re-establish  peace  and  harmony  with  the  parent  State. 
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Let  us  all  be  re-united  in  this,  as  a  foundation  to  extirpate 
slavery  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Let  those  who  seek 
justice  and  liberty  for  themselves,  give  that  justice  and  liberty 
to  their  fellow-creatures.  With  respect  to  the  idea  of  put- 
ting a  final  period  to  slavery  in  JS'orth- America,  it  should 
seem  best,  that  when  this  country  had  led  the  way  by  the 
act  for  jury,  lliat  each  Colony,  knowing  their  own  peculiar 
circumstances,  should  undertake  the  work  in  the  most  prac- 
ticable way  ;  and  that  they  should  endeavour  to  establish 
some  system,  by  which  slavery  should  be  in  a  certain  term 
of  years  abolished.  Let  the  only  contention  henceforward 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  be,  which  shall  ex- 
ceed the  other  in  zeal  for  establishing  the  fimdamental 
rights  of  liberty  to  all  mankind. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  plan  may  be  thought  definite,  satis- 
factory, and  practicable ;  it  will  be  a  test  of  sincerity  to 
both  sides.  The  objects  of  the  plan  are  to  support  the 
dignity  of  Great  Britain  as  the  parent  state,  to  afford  re- 
dress of  grievances  to  America,  to  restore  peace  to  this 
distracted  empire,  and  to  re-unite  its  common  interests 
and  exertions  into  one  common  cause.  The  motions  are 
as  follow : 

That  an  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  humbly 
setting  forth  that  His  Majesty's  subjects  in  North- America, 
having  in  the  most  dutiful  manner  laid  their  grievances 
before  His  Majesty,  and  having  humbly  besought  the  gra- 
cious interposition  of  his  royal  authority  and  influence  to 
procure  them  relief  from  their  afflicting  fears  and  jealous- 
ies ;  and  having  in  the  most  earnest  terms  declared  their 
attachment  to  his  person,  family,  and  Government,  with  all 
the  devotion  that  principle  and  affection  can  inspire ;  and 
having  solemnly  assured  His  Majesty,  that,  connected  with 
Great  Britain  by  the  strongest  ties  that  can  unite  socie- 
ties, and  deploring  every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to 
weaken  them,  they  not  only  most  ardently  desire  that  the 
former  harmony  may  be  restored  between  them,  but  that  a 
cAncord  may  be  established  upon  so  firm  a  basis  as  to  per- 
petuate its  blessings,  uninterrupted  by  any  future  dissen- 
sions, to  succeeding  generations  in  both  countries ;  and 
having  further  assured  His  Majesty,  that,  notwithstanding 
their  sufferings  during  the  course  of  the  present  contro- 
versy, their  breasts  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  king- 
dom from  which  they  derive  their  origin,  to  request  such  a 
reconciliation  as  might  in  any  manner  be  inconsistent  with 
her  dignity  or  her  welfare ;  and  that  the  apprehensions 
which  now  oppress  their  hearts  with  unspeakable  grief 
being  once  removed.  His  Majesty  will  find  his  faithful  sub- 
jects in  America  ready  and  willing  at  all  times,  as  they 
ever  have  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  assert  and 
maintain  the  rights  and  interest  of  His  Majesty,  and  of 
their  mother  country  ;  and  having,  with  all  humility,  sub- 
mitted to  His  Majesty's  wise  consideration,  whether  it  may 
not  be  expedient  that  His  Majesty  be  pleased  to  direct 
some  mode  by  which  the  united  application  of  his  Colo- 
nists may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  recon- 
ciliation, his  faithful  Commons  humbly  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent, that,  however  well  disposed  His  Majesty's  subjects  in 
America  may  be,  according  to  their  most  earnest  profes- 
sions to  return  to  their  former  obedience  and  constitutional 
dependance,  yet,  that  the  horrors  of  war  and  bloodshed, 
raging  in  their  country,  must  drive  them  to  distraction  and 
despair  ;  and,  further,  his  faithful  Commons  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend it  to  His  Majesty's  parental  consideration,  that  a 
return  to  their  duty,  of  their  own  free  mind  and  voluntary 
compliance,  would  ensure  a  more  cordial  and  permanent 
reconciliation  than  any  reluctant  submission,  which,  through 
much  bloodshed  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  could  be  en- 
forced by  the  sword  :  therefore  most  humbly  to  beseech 
His  Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  or- 
ders for  putting  a  stop  to  the  further  prosecution  of  hostili- 
ties in  America,  thereby  to  prevent  the  further  destruction 


Majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  bearing  date 
the  seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  third  year  of  their 
reign. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury,  in  all  criminal  cases,  to  all  slaves  in  North- 
America,  and  to  annul  all  laws  in  any  Province  repugnant 
thereto,  and  to  require  the  registering  of  the  same  by  the 
respective  Assemblies  of  each  Colony  in  North- America. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  per- 
manent reconciliation  between  Great  Britain  and  its  de- 
pendencies in  North- America,  and  to  restore  His  Majesty's 
subjects  in  North-America  to  that  happy  and  free  condi- 
tion, and  to  that  peace  and  prosperity  which  they  enjoyed 
in  their  constitutional  dependance  on  Great  Britain  before 
the  present  unhappy  troubles,  viz :  as  in  1763. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  free  pardon, 
indemnity,  and  oblivion. 

That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
to  lay  the  opinion  of  this  House  before  His  Majesty,  that 
it  ma}'  be  proper,  when  the  present  unhappy  disputes  in 
North-America  shall  be  brought  to  an  amicable  termina- 
tion, that  His  Majesty  should  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
orders,  that  letters  of  requisition  be  written  in  the  accus- 
tomed manner  to  the  several  Provinces  of  His  Majesty's 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  North- America,  and  to  make 
provision  for  the  purposes  of  protecting,  defending,  and 
securing  the  said  Colonies  and  Plantations. 


WILLIAM    DE    HABT    TO    LOHD    STIRLING. 

Morristown,  N.  J.,  December  7,  T775. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  sent  forward 
your  letters  to  Colonel  Winds.  Lieutenant  Dallas  will 
be  down  with  his  party  to-morrow  evening.  Some  few  of 
Cajitains  Howell  and  Morris's  men  have  abstracted  them- 
selves and  refuse  to  appear,  who  have  signed  the  muster- 
roll,  but  not  reviewed  ;  others  have  not,  on  account  of  the 
constables,  &tc.  If  it  should  be  agreeable  to  your  Lord- 
ship, I  would  send  those  men  to  the  barracks  for  a  short 
time,  till  those  difficulties  should  be  removed.  Peter  La- 
shein,  Captain  Howell's  fifer,  is  in  custody  at  Newark.  I 
expect  by  this  time  your  Lordship  has  received  an  answer 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  respect  to  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  Ensigns  and  Lieutenants  in  HowelFs,  Mor- 
ris's, and  Meeks's  companies ;  if  so,  pray  let  me  know  by 
the  return  of  the  bearer. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Wm.  De  Hart. 

I  promised  Mr.  Clough  to  send  down  Sergeant  Key  this 
day,  but,  as  he  is  recruiting,  he  cannot  come  till  he  comes 
with  Dallas's  party. 

ALBANY  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  COMMITTEE   FOB 
THE  DISTRICT  OF  KINDERHOOK. 

Albany  Committee  Chamber.  December  7,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  extremely  unhappy  to  find  that 
the  misunderstanding  that  has  but  too  long  subsisted  in  the 
District  of  Kinderhook  is  not  yet  compromised.  A  new 
cause  of  discontent  has  arose,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
election  held  in  the  District  for  Delegates  and  Committees 
to  represent  the  District.  By  what  we  can  learn  of  the 
affair,  we  are  apt  to  conclude  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Committee  who  held  the  election  had  not  seen  the  latter 
resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  which  persons  who 
had  a  possession  to  the  value  of  eighty  pounds,  were  entitled 
to  vote,  in  consequence  of  which  none  but  freeholders  were 
permitted  to  vote,  agreeably  to  the  first  resolution,  v/hicli 
seems  to  be  the  cause  why  two  different  polls  were  held, 
and  eight  members  chosen  instead  of  four.  As  a  means 
to  reconcile  these  differences,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace, 


of  the  lives  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  afford  the  so  much  wished  for  at  this  time,  the  Committee  propose 

wished-for  opportunity  to   his  Colonists,  of  evincing  the  to  you  to  take  the  eight  members  who  have  been  returned 

sincerity  of  their  professions,  by  every  testimony  of  devo-  on  both  polls;  or  otherwise  propose  to  you  to  endeavour  to 

tion  becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and  the  most  affec-  agree  amongst  yourselves  to  take  two  persons  from  each 

tionate  Colonists.  poll,  who,  together,  may  represent  your  District ;   or,  in 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  empower  the  short,  to  endeavour  to  agree  on  any  other  mode  which  may 

inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay  to  elect  reconcile  a  dispute  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 


an  Assembly  and  Council,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the 
charter  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Province,  by  their 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv.  14 


County  at  this  critical  time.     To  defeat  the  intentions  of 
those  who  are  fond  of  promoting  discord,  the  Committee 
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earnestly  recommend  to  tho  District  of  Kinderhook  that 
they  will  fall  on  such  measures  as  will  promote  amongst 
them  peace  and  harmony. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Ab'm  Yates,  Jr.,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  of  the  District  of  Kinderhook. 


KIXDERHOOK    COMMITTEE    TO    ALBANY    COMMITTEE. 

Kinilerhuok,  December  18,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  so  much  disposed  for  peace  at 
this  critical  juncture  that  we  cannot  but  pay  particular  at- 
tention to  every  proposal  of  which  the  professed  design  is 
10  promote  so  desirable  a  purpose.  We  have,  therefore, 
maturely  considered  the  contents  of  the  letter  of  Dccevibcr 
7th,  with  whioJi  you  have  been  pleased  to  favour  us,  and 
we  doubt  not  but  you  will  exercise  the  same  candour,  with 
respect  to  our  reasons,  which  we  shall  always  think  our 
duty  in  considering  every  procedure  of  this  Committee. 

When  we  were  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolutions 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  election  of  Deputies  to 
represent  us  in  Provincial  Congress,  and  members  of  the 
Committee,  we  considered  that  they  were  the  only  rule 
by  which  we  were  to  conduct  our  proceedings,  and  that 
the  propriety  of  them  was  no  object  of  our  inquiry.  We 
therefore  issued  a  notification,  which  was  published  on  the 
2d  day  of  November,  which  we  now  submit  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  General  Committee.  On  that  day  two  of  us 
opened  and  attended  the  poll,  at  which  many  respectable 
inhabitants  gave  their  votes,  agreeably  to  the  list  wa  have 
delivered  in  ;  others,  to  the  number  of  seven,  tendered  their 
votes,  which  we  rejected  as  not  having  the  necessary  quali- 
fications mentioned  by  the  Congress.  In  the  course  of  the 
election,  a  letter  was  shown  to  us,  who  superintended  the 
poll,  from  Mr.  Robert  Yates,  directed  not  to  us  as  a  Com- 
mittee, but  to  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District,  men- 
tioning the  subsequent  explanatory  resolution  of  the  Con- 
gress. About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  having  taken 
all  the  votes  which  were  offered,  and  having  repeatedly 
signified  our  readiness  to  keep  the  poll  open  till  another 
day,  if  requested,  (which,  however,  was  not  done,)  we 
closed  the  election,  and  have  made  our  returns.  You  are 
pleased  to  say  that  you  "conclude  that  we  had  not  seen 
the  latter  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  by  which 
persons  who  had  a  possession  to  the  value  of  £80  were 
entitled  to  vote."  Upon  examining  that  resolve,  we  find 
it  declares  that  "  tenants  possessed  of  lands  or  tenements 
of  the  value,"  &ic.;  which  we  suppose  is  what  you  allude 
to.  But  we  conceive  it  by  no  means  follows  that  this  will 
entitle  every  possessor  to  vote ;  the  term  tenant,  in  our 
conception,  being  relative  to  landlord,  and  the  one  neces- 
sarily implies  the  existence  of  the  other.  To  make  this 
material,  however,  in  the  case,  it  ought  to  be  shown  that 
any  persons,  even  with  this  qualification,  that  is  to  say,  "a 
tenant  having  lands,  Sic,  to  the  value  of  £80,"  had  offered 
themselves,  and  been  refused;  but  this  did  not  happen. 
But  even  admitting  (what  we  positively  deny)  that  all 
those  were  wrongfully  rejected  whose  votes  we  refused, 
yet,  as  they  were,  as  we  have  before  observed,  only  seven 
in  number,  the  Committee  will  find  that  the  majority  was 
■so  great  for  the  returned  Deputies  and  members,  that  it  is 
impossible  they  could  prevent  the  returns  we  have  made 
from  taking  place,  which  we  think  is  a  conclusive  argu- 
ment against  those  who  would  carp  at  our  proceedings. 
The  rejection  of  even  legal  votes,  in  our  apprehension, 
cannot  vitiate  a  return,  unless  the  majority  depends  upon 
the  admission  or  exclusion  of  them,  which,  in  this  instance, 
is  manifestly  not  the  case.  But,  for  your  further  satisfac- 
tion, we  observe  that  it  has  been  shown  to  us,  that  even  of 
the  •  *  •  voters  whom  we  rejected,  no  less  than  •  *  * 
would  have  voted  for  the  members  we  returned,  which  is 
a  proof  of  our  impartiality  that  we  hope  impudence  itself 
cannot  gainsay. 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that,  as  we  have  already  exe- 
cuted the  powers  given  us  by  the  Congress  and  the  Com- 
mittee, vve  could  not  be  justified  in  acquiescing  in  the  pro- 
posal o(  the  Committee  to  agree  with  those  who  have  taken 
on  themselves  to  hold  a  poll,  in  direct  violation  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Congress  and  the  General  Committee 
of  the  County,  upon  a  matter  which  would  also  impeach 


our  own  proceedings.  By  this  means  we  should  not  only 
countenance,  but  become  accessaries  to  the  irregularities 
of  others  ;  we  should  arbitrarily  take  upon  ourselves  to 
counteract  the  sentiments  of  the  District,  of  those  who 
conformed  to  the  directions  of  the  Congress,  in  order  to 
humour  those  who  wantonly  opposed  them;  and  how  far 
this  will  promote  union,  or  "  defeat  the  intentions  of  those 
who  are  fond  of  promoting  discord,"  we  need  not  mention. 
Finally,  how  can  we  arrogate  to  ourselves  the  rejection  of 
any  of  the  members  regularly  chosen,  or  obtrude  upon 
them  colleagues  whose  only  claim  to  a  right  of  represent- 
ing the  District  is,  that  ihey  have  dared  to  violate  the  rules 
and  directions  of  that  very  body  of  which  they  are  so  de- 
sirous of  being  members? 

If  the  General  Cotnmittee  had  been  apprised  of  the 
above  facts,  and  adverted  to  the  reasonings  upon  them,  we 
think  they  would  not  have  passed  that  censure  upon  the 
District  which  is  implied  in  the  beginning  of  their  letter. 
The  idea  of  a  disunited  place  is  a  liarsh  one  to  tiie  inhabi- 
tants of  it  ;  and,  for  our  parts,  we  know  of  no  "  misunder- 
standing in  the  District,"  unless  the  clamours  of  a  few  dis- 
contented persons  can  be  called  so,  who,  it  seems,  have  a 
higher  opinion  of  their  own  merit  than  their  neighbours 
have.  We  dare  appeal  to  the  publick  records  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  proof  that  the  affairs  of  it  have  been  conducted 
with  a  unanimity  equal  to  that  of  any  other  ;  and  vve  might 
remind  tiiis  Committee  of  the  weight  whicii  is  due  to  the 
applications  of  the  persons  who  now  again  appear  before 
them,  from  what  has  happened  heretofore.  If  there  be 
any  District  or  place  in  the  County  in  such  entire  union  as 
to  have  not  even  a  few  dissenting  voices  among  them,  we 
have  not  yet  heard  of  that  place,  and  we  wish,  for  a  trial 
of  their  patience,  that  the  malcontents  in  our  township 
might  take  their  residence  among  them.  We  believe, 
however,  there  is  no  such  place,  and,  if  more  frequent  and 
louder  clamours  have  come  from  the  few  among  us,  it  is 
because  they  are  more  refractory,  and  have  more  perseve- 
rance, (but  we  hope  are  not  more  countenanced,)  than  any 
other.  For  our  parts,  fond  as  we  are  of  union,  we  wish 
not  to  be  united  with  any  set  of  individuals  at  the  expense 
of  our  duty,  or  with  such  who  refuse  to  conform  to  any 
regulation  which  they  do  not  themselves  approve  of. 
When  the  Committee  consider  this,  they  will  not  be  sur- 
prised that  "  a  new  cause  of  discontent"  has  arisen  among 
these  people. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  conscientiously  conformed  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  according  to  our  under- 
standing of  them,  and  we  claim  no  discretionary  power  to 
contract  or  dispense  with  the  directions  of  that  body. 

We  remain,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 

Peter  Vosbukgh,        Matthew  Goes,  Jr., 
Peter  Van  Alstine,  H.  V.  Schaack. 


COLONEL  holmes  TO  CAPTAIN  WYNKOOP. 

Ticondcroga,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  New- 
York  Provincial  Congress,  dated  November  3d,  directing 
that  £13  8s.  Id.  be  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  Thomas 
Hampton,  James  Davenport,  and  Henry  May,  deserters 
from  your  company. 

You  will  make  an  immediate  stoppage  in  their  pay,  to 
reimburse  the  said  sum  paid  for  apprehending  said  desert- 
ers and  bringing  them  to  Albany,  and  the  expenses  attend- 
ing that  service,  so  that  you  may  account  to  me  for  the 
same,  the  Congress  having,  in  this  resolve,  directed  ine 
to  account  to  them. 

I  am  your  humble  servant,  -,  u 

•'  '  James  Holmes. 

Captain  fVynkoop,  Fourth  Regiment  New-York  Forces, 
at  Fort  George. 


recantation  of  GIDEON  LOUNSBERY. 

Stamford,  Connecticut,  December  7,  1775. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have,  at  divers  times,  spo- 
ken many  things  in  time  past  which  have  been  taken  as 
unfriendly  to  American  liberty,  and  also  have  inadvertently 
and  inconsiderately  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress,  and  have  endeavoured  to  bring 
their  persons  and  doings  into  contem|)t,  I  do,  in  this  pub- 
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lick  manner,  liuinbly  ask  the  forgiveness  of  my  bleeding 
country  in  general  and  of  tiiis  town  in  particular,  for  my 
misconduct  in  so  doing  ;  and  do  hereby,  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner,  promise  and  engage,  that  for  ihe  future  I 
will  faithfully  adhere  to  any  resolve  of  tiie  Continental 
Congress,  or  any  recommendation  coming  from  that  lio- 
nourable  body,  and  will,  to  my  utmost,  exert  myself  in 
opposition  to  tlie  Ministerial  troops  sent  into  this  country 
to  dragoon  us  into  slavery.  And  do  further,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  above  confession  and  declaration,  humbly 
request  the  Committee  of  the  town  of  Stamford  to  revoke 
the  sentence  they  have  heretofore  given  against  me  as 
being  an  enemy  to  American  liberty,  and  that  I  may  be 
received  and  looked  upon  as  a  true  friend  to  the  grand 
American  cause.  And  whereas  it  has  been  alledged  against 
me  that  I  have  publickly  said  that  I  could  raise  five  hundred 
men  lo  join  the  King's  forces  against  tiie  American  troops, 
which  expressions  1  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  made 
use  of;  1  do  hereby  declare  my  aversion  and  disapproba- 
tion to  any  such  measures. 

In  testimony  of  my  sincerity,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  the  day  and  date  above  written. 

Gideon  Lounsbery. 


GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lubanoii,  Docember  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  per 
Captain  Clarke,  came  to  hand  the  4th. 

The  late  extraordinary  and  reprehensible  conduct  of 
some  of  the  troops  of  this  Colony,  impresseth  me,  and  the 
minds  of  many  of  our  people,  with  grief,  surprise,  and  in- 
dignation, since  the  treatment  they  met,  and  the  order  and 
request  made  to  them  was  so  reasonable,  and  apparently 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  common  cause  and  safety 
of  our  rights  and  privileges,  for  which  they  freely  engaged  ; 
the  term  they  voluntarily  inlisted  to  serve  not  expired,  and 
probably  would  not  end  much  before  the  time,  when  they 
would  be  relieved,  provided  their  circumstances  and  inch 
nation  forbid  their  undertaking  further.  Indeed,  there  is 
great  difficulty  to  support  liberty,  to  exercise  government, 
to  maintain  subordination,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent 
the  operation  of  licentious  and  levelling  principles,  which 
many  very  easily  imbibe.  The  pulse  of  a  Nciv- England 
man  beats  high  for  liberty.  His  engagement  in  the  service 
he  thinks  purely  voluntary  ;  therefore,  in  his  estimation, 
when  the  time  of  inlistment  is  out,  he  thinks  himself  not 
holden  without  further  engagement.  This  was  the  casein 
the  last  war.  1  greatly  fear  its  operation  amongst  the 
soldiers  of  the  other  Colonies,  as  I  am  sensible  this  is  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  our  people. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  people  of  the 
towns  where  the  most  of  the  men  belong,  were  so  greatly 
affected  with  their  unreasonable  conduct,  that  they  would 
readily  march  lo  supply  iheir  places.  This  is  not  thought 
advisable,  as  your  Excellency  made  no  such  application. 

Our  laws  against  desertion  are  well  calculated  to  punish 
such  as  are  guilty  ;  provision  is  made  effectually  to  disco- 
ver and  punish  such  offenders.  I  think  it  necessary  some 
examples  should  be  made,  especially  of  the  ringleaders;  of 
this  care  will  be  taken. 

The  officers,  by  the  act  of  Assembly  appointed  pay- 
masters of  their  companies,  not  likely  to  return  soon,  and 
many  might  be  uneasy  for  want  of  their  wages,  to  obviate 
this  (  advised  three  gentlemen  of  our  Pay-Table  Commit- 
tee to  proceed  to  the  camp  with  money,  to  take  your  di- 
rection and  advice  therein,  to  settle  the  rolls  and  pay  the 
wages  of  the  men ;  taking  care  for  the  publick  arms  and 
ammunition,  for  minors,  and  apprentices. 

The  union  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  internal  union  of 
each,  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  determine  to  call  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony 
to  meet  at  New-Haven,  on  Thursday,  the  14lh  instant. 
Please  to  notify  me  of  any  matters  you  think  proper  to 
suggest  for  their  consideration.  You  may  depend  on  their 
zeal  and  ardour  to  support  the  common  cause,  to  furnish 
our  quota,  and  to  exert  their  utmost  strength  for  defence  of 
the  rights  of  these  Colonies. 

Your  candour  and  goodness  will  suggest  to  your  consi- 
deration, that  the  conduct  of  our  troops  is  not  a  rule  where- 
by to  judge  of  the  temper  and  spirit  of  the  Colony. 


I  am,  with  great  sincerity  and  regard,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant.  ,  rp 

Jonathan  Irumbull. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  December  IG,  1775.] 

Cambridge,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir:  1  wrote  you  the  dth  instant,  by  express,  to  which 
I  beg  you  will  be  referred.  My  fears  that  Broughlon  and 
Selman  would  not  effect  any  good  purpose,  were  too  well 
foimded ;  they  are  returned,  and  brought  with  them  three 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  from  the  Island  of  St.  John's. 
Alr.Callbeck  is  President  of  the  Council,  and  acted  as  Go- 
vernour.  They  brought  the  Governour's  commission,  the 
Province  seal,  &c.  As  the  Captains  acted  without  any 
warrant  for  such  conduct,  I  have  thought  it  but  justice  to 
discharge  these  gentlemen,  whose  families  were  left  in  the 
utmost  distress. 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  James  Anderson,  the  con- 
signee and  part  owner  of  the  ship  Concord  and  cargo,  is 
not  only  unfriendly  to  American  liberty,  but  actually  in 
arms  against  us,  being  Captain  of  the  Scotch  company  at 
Boston.  Whether  your  being  acquainted  with  this  cir- 
cumstance or  not  will  operate  against  the  vessel  and  cargo, 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say;  but  there  are  many  arti- 
cles on  board  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  army,  that, 
whether  she  is  made  a  piize  of  or  not,  we  must  have 
them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servant,  r,  i.r 

'  George   Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress. 


GENEHAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  4ih  instant  1  this  moment  re- 
ceived, advising  of  the  taking  of  the  captain  and  midship- 
man of  one  of  the  King's  armed  schooners.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  take  their  parole  of  honour  not  to  leave 
Northampton,  where  you  will  have  them  sent,  where  are 
several  other  officers  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  r>  \\t 

'      '        '  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 

P.  S.   As  soon  as  the  deficiency  is  known,  I  will  inform 

you ;  for  the  present  1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  other 

letters  which  will  be  handed  you  by  Colonel  Babcock. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PORTSMOUTH  (nEVV-HAMPSHIRe) 
COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  December?,  1775. 

Gf  NTLEMF.N  :  Richard  Emms,  a  prisoner  at  Portsmouth, 

having  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  go  to  his  family  and 

friends  in  the  West-Indies,  in  a  schooner  which  is  about  to 

go  there,  you  will  be   pleased  to  grant  him  a  permit  for 

that  purpose,  unless  there  should  be  objections  against  it, 

which  I  am  not  apprised  of. 

I  am,  &c.,  r<  inT 

'        '  George  Washington. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Portsmouth. 


RICHARD  DERBY,  JUN.,  TO  JOHN  MORLAND. 

Salem,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir:  On  Mr.  Gray's  return  I  delivered  your  letter  to 
the  Committee  of  this  town,  and  urged  their  taking  the 
capture  of  the  brig  Kingston  Packet  into  consideration  ;: 
but,  as  the  matter  was  novel  to  them,  they  have  declined 
it,  at  the  same  time  observing  that  there  does  not  appear 
the  least  cause  to  detain  the  vessel ;  for,  admitting  she 
was  at  Nova-Scotia  contrary  to  the  General  Association, 
(which  is  not  by  any  means  the  case,)  it  points  out  another 
method  of  punishment  very  diff"erent  from  that  of  forfeit- 
ure of  property. 

I  am  very  sorry  my  health  does  not  admit  of  my  making 
a  personal  application  to  the  General  on  this  occasion ;  and 
as  it  does  not  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  bearer^ 
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Mr.  Gray,  and  to  the  master,  for  any  information  ;  and, 
not  liaving  the  least  doubt  but  his  Excellency  will  give 
orders  for  vessel  and  cargo  to  be  immediately  restored  to 
master.    I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Richard  Uekby,  Jun. 
John  Morland,  Esq. 


JOHN  PICKERING  TO  STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 

Salem,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
and  Correspondence  of  this  town,  to  determine  whether  the 
brig  Kingston  Fiicktt,  Samuel  Ingersoll,  master,  taken  at 
Nova-Scotia,  on  suspicion  of  being  engaged  in  business 
contrary  to  the  Association  of  the  United  Colonies,  sliould 
be  permitted  to  proceed  on  her  voyage  or  not,  the  Com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  is  not  from  any 
desire  to  avoid  doing  the  utmost  service  in  our  power  for 
our  country,  that  we  must  decline  giving  our  judgment  in 
a  matter  of  this  importance.  It  appears  many  merchants 
have  considered  the  prohibition  in  the  same  light  with  the 
owner  of  tlie  above  brig — many  vessels  being  thus  em- 
ployed. Should  the  Committees  in  different  towns  give 
different  judgments,  it  would  lead  to  great  difficulties.  We 
must  therefore  request  that  this  important  question  be  de- 
termined by  judges  whose  jurisdiction  is  general. 

1  am,  sir,  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  and  Correspondence  of  Salem,  your  most  humble 
servant, 

John  Pickering,  Jun.,  Chairm,  P.  T. 
Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 


JOHN  WAITE  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Falmouth,  December  7,  1775. 
Sir  :  I  understand  you  are  appointed  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  receive  accounts  of  the  damage  done  by  the 
Ministerial  troops  and  navy  in  this  Colony.  Beg  leave  to 
enclose  you  an  account  of  the  damage  I  suffered  by  remov- 
ing from  my  Island  for  your  inspection. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  John  Waite. 

Hon.  John  Adams,  Esq. 

Falmouth,  December  7,  1775. 

The  town  of  Falmouth  being  burnt  by  the  Ministerial 
troops  and  navy  the  18th  of  October  last,  1,  the  subscriber, 
being  apprehensive  of  their  coming  to  the  Island  of  Che- 
beague,  in  Casco-Bay,  where  my  family  and  a  considerable 
large  stock  of  horned  cattle  and  sheep  then  were,  applied 
to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  know  if 
they  purposed  to  continue  a  guard  on  said  Island,  as  they 
had  hitherto  done.  Being  answered  that  they  did  not,  1 
moved  immediately  from  said  Island  to  the  country,  back 
to  the  town  of  Falmouth,  (distance  from  said  Island  being 
twelve  miles,)  witii  my  family  and  stock,  consisting  of  thir- 
teen persons,  twenty-four  head  of  horned  cattle,  two  hun- 
dred sheep,  household  goods.  Sic,  leaving  behind  me  one 
new  house,  forty-nine  by  thirty-eight,  two  stories,  two- 
tliirds  finished ;  three  old  houses,  twenty  by  eighteen, 
one  story  ;  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  about  one  hundred 
acres  of  the  same  clear. 

The  damage  I  sustained  thereby  I  humbly  submit  to  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

From  their  humble  servant,  ■,        ,,t 

'  John  Waite. 

I  think  the  damage  not  less  than  two  hundred  pounds. 
If  they  should  be  of  opinion  it  is  more,  or  less,  1  am  content. 

J.  W. 

ADVICES  FROM  THE    INTERIOR  OF  SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

Chirlestown,  December  8,  1775. 

We  are  glad  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  troubles 
which  have  lately  disturbed  our  Western  frontiers,  are  now 
in  a  great  measure  removed  ;  and,  from  the  measures 
adopted  by  ihe  Provincial  Congress,  and  pursued  by  the 
Council  ol  Safety,  we  have  now  a  prospect  of  peace  and 
xjuietness  in  a  very  short  time  being  restored  in  those 
parts. 

The  following  is  the  best  account  of  the  late  transactions 
in  that  quarter  that  we  have  been  able  to  collect : 


About  six  weeks  ago,  Mr.  Robert  Ctmningham,  of 
Ninely-Sij:,  who  had  taken  a  very  active  part  in  the  dis- 
turbances last  summer,  and  who  refused  to  accede  to  the 
Treaty  concluded  by  the  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton 
with  the  insurgents,  was  taken  prisoner,  brought  to  town, 
and  put  in  jail,  where  he  still  remains.  His  friends,  upon 
being  inforn)ed  of  this,  gathered  in  a  body,  with  his  brother, 
Patrick  Cunningham,  at  their  head,  intending,  as  is  sup- 
posed, to  make  reprisals.  Our  late  Council  of  Safely  at 
that  time  had  sent  one  thousand  pounds  of  gunpowder,  and 
one  thousand  |)ounds  of  lead  to  the  lower  Cherokee  In- 
dians, who  were  in  great  want  of  ammunition  for  hunting, 
and  who  had  given  the  strongest  assurances  of  observing  a 
strict  neutrality  in  the  present  unhappy  dispute.  This 
Cunningham's  party  determined  to  take  possession  of, 
which  they  easily  efiected,  it  being  escorted  only  by  a  few 
rangers,  whom  they  allowed  to  depart. 

The  Congress  was  sitting  when  advice  of  this  outrage 
was  received,  and  they  determined  immediately  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  effectually  prevent  the  like  in 
future.  They  accordingly  ordered  Colonels  Richardson, 
Thomson,  Neel,  and  Thomas,  to  march  with  a  body  of 
rangers  and  militia.  M^^or  James  Maylon,v;\ih  about  for- 
ty-six men  of  the  rangers,  and  Major  Andrew  Williamson, 
with  about  four  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  militia,  hearing 
that  the  insurgents  were  increasing  daily  in  numbers,  and 
threatening,  while  there  was  no  apparent  opposition,  to  ra- 
vage the  country,  joined  their  forces;  and,  upon  the  17th 
of  last  month,  having  received  certain  intelligence  that  the 
enemy  were  within  a  few  miles  of  them,  hastily  erected  a 
slight  square  breastwork  of  old  fence  rails,  joined  to  a  barn, 
on  a  spot  of  cleared  ground,  on  which,  in  proper  places, 
they  fixed  a  few  swivel  guns.  On  the  next  day,  and  be- 
fore the  breastwork  was  quite  finished,  they  were  surround- 
ed by  about  two  thousand  of  the  malcontents,  that  were  led 
on  bv  Major  Joseph  Robinson,  who  sent  a  message  to  Ma- 
jors Maylon  and  Williamson,  desiring  that  they  and  their 
men  should  lay  down  their  arms  and  surrender  themselves 
prisoners,  which  was  rejected  with  disdain.  Tiie  jail, 
which  is  about  three  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  fort, 
was  taken  possession  of  by  Robinson's  party,  who  had  like- 
wise cut  off  all  communication  between  the  stockade  and 
the  only  spring  of  water  near  it.  On  tiie  same  day  they 
took  two  men  belonginsto  the  rangers  or  militia  prisoners, 
upon  which  there  began  a  smart  firing  on  botii  sides,  and 
was  continued  with  little  intern)ission  till  Tuesday  at  sun- 
set. Notwithstanding  the  party  in  the  fort  were  without 
water  near  two  days,  yet,  animated  by  the  example  of  their 
commanders,  they  determined  to  endure  every  extremity 
rather  than  submit. 

On  Tuesday  evening  Major  Ttfoy/on  received  a  message 
from  Major  Robinson,  offering  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for 
twenty  days,  which  was  agreed  to.  At  that  time  Majors 
Maylon  and  Williamson  had  nearly  expended  their  ammu- 
nition, a  circumstance  they  had  the  address  to  conceal 
from  their  men. 

Of  our  party,  fourteen  were  wounded ;  one  mortally. 
Of  the  enemy,  it  is  known  several  (some  say  fifty-two) 
were  killed,  and  many  wounded  ;  but  particulars  are  con- 
cealed. That  their  loss  exceeds  ours  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
else  why  should  two  thousand  men  make  advances  for  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  to  five  hundred,  whom  they  had  a 
few  days  before  insolently  demanded  to  surrender  at  dis- 
cretion ? 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS    TO    COMMITTEE    OF   FREDERICK, 
MARVLAND. 

Philadelphia,  December  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  of  November  last, 
being  received,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  highly  approve  your  con- 
duct and  vigilance  in  seizing  Cameron,  Smith,  and  Con- 
nolly, 

1  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  you  a  resolution 
of  Congress,  respecting  the  place  of  their  confinement ;  and 
I  am  directed  to  desire  you,  in  pursuance  of  said  resolution, 
to  send  the  prisoners  under  guard  to  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &ic., 

John  Hancock,  President, 

To  the  Committee  of  Frederick  City,  Maryland. 
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PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  NEW-ENGLAND  COLONIES. 

Philadelphia,  December  8, 1775. 

On  the  2d  instant,  1  forwarded  to  you,  by  order,  the  re- 
solutions of  the  Congress,  directing  such  soldiers  as  will 
reinlist  to]  be  paid  their  wages  for  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  and  moreover  one  month's  pay 
in  advance;  and  desiring  you  to  exert  your  utmost  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  recruiting  service  in  the  army,  as 
well  as  in  your  particular  Colony. 

By  letters  since  tiiat,  from  the  General,  the  Congress  are 
informed  that,  from  the  19lh  to  the  28th  of  November,  not 
more  than  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty  reinlisted, 
and  that  only  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six  had  reinlisted 
before  that  time.  The  situation  of  the  General  and  army 
is  the  more  alarming,  as  General  Howe  is  well  apprised  of 
this  matter,  and  will  no  doubt,  on  the  first  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, avail  himself  of  the  information.  I  need  not  in- 
form you  what  pain  the  Congress  feels  at  this  want  of  pub- 
lick  spirit  and  backwardness  in  the  soldiers  to  reinlist ;  nor 
need  I  paint  to  you  the  dreadful  consequences  that  must 
ensue,  should  the  lines  be  abandoned  and  the  General  de- 
serted at  a  critical  moment.  I  am  therefore  desired  to  for- 
ward the  enclosed  resolution  of  Congress,  and  to  request 
you  to  exert  yourselves  in  defence  of  our  common  liber- 
ties, by  affording  the  General  all  the  aid  in  your  power, 
and  to  comply  with  his  request  for  the  assistance  of  the 
militia,  whenever  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  apply  for  it. 

I  have  the  honour,  &.C., 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  President  of  the 

Convention  of    New- Hampshire,   and    Governours   of 

Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  28th  o(  November,  by  Captain 
Blcwer,  being  received,  was  immediately  laid  before  Con- 
gress. 

By  my  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  which  I  hope  you  will  in 
due  time  receive,  you  will  perceive  the  Congress  have,  in 
a  great  measure,  prevented  your  wishes,  having  written  to 
New-York,  and  given  orders  to  General  Schuyler  to  sup- 
ply you  with  and  to  forward,  with  all  possible  expedition, 
what  cannon  can  be  spared.  They  have  also  directed 
General  Schuyler  to  make  diligent  search  for  lead  ;  and 
retaining  so  much  as  may  be  wanted  there,  to  send  the 
remainder  to  your  camp.  However,  it  is  hoped  the  gen- 
tlemen you  have  sent  will  expedite  that  business. 

By  order  of  Congress,  I  forward  a  commission  for  Mr. 
Knox,  who  is  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Artil- 
lery. The  Congress  also  have  relieved  your  difficulties 
with  respect  to  the  two  battalions  of  Marines,  having  order- 
ed that  the  raising  them  out  of  the  army  be  suspended. 
It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  such  a  body  of  forces  may 
be  raised  ;  but  their  meaning  is,  that  it  be  in  addition  to 
the  army  voted  ;  and  they  expect  you  will  think  of  proper 
persons  to  command  that  corps,  and  give  orders  for  inlist- 
ing  them  wherever  they  may  be  found. 

The  Congress  are  sensibly  affected  with  your  situation, 
and  regret  the  backwardness  of  the  troops  to  reinlist.  In 
addition  to  what  I  had  the  honour  of  transmitting  you  the 
2d  instant,  they  have  desired  me  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
a  resolution  passed  yesterday,  and  to  write  to  the  Council 
oi Massachusetts-Bay,  the  Convention  oi New- Hampshire, 
and  the  Governours  o(  Rhode-Island  and  Connecticut,  ac- 
quainting them  with  the  present  state  of  the  army,  and 
enclosing  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  this  Congress,  rela- 
tive to  your  being  empowered  to  call  forth  the  militia  of 
those  Governments  on  any  emergency,  and  requesting  those 
Colotiies  to  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  our  common 
liberties,  by  affording  you  all  the  aid  in  their  power,  and  to 
comply  with  your  request  for  the  assistance  of  the  militia, 
whenever  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  call  for  it. 

The  gentlemen  with  the  money  set  out  to-day.  I  hope 
the  arrival  of  this  will  relieve  some  of  your  difficulties,  and 
that  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  and  the  month's  advance 
which  you  are  empowered  to  offer,  will  induce  many  to 
reinlist,  who  seem  not  to  be  actuated  by  nobler  motives. 

By  letters  received  yesterday,  we  learn  that  Colonel  .(4r- 
nold,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  had  reached  Canada,  where 


he  was  well  received  by  the  inhabitants  ;  that  on  the  14th 
of  November,  he  had  reached  Point-Levi,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  pass  the  river  that  night;  that,  notwithstanding 
his  being  deserted  by  Colonel  Enos,  he  had  great  hopes  of 
gaining  possession  of  Quebeck,  as  both  the  English  and  Ca- 
nadian inhabitants  were  well-affected  to  our  cause  ;  that 
Carleton,  with  the  ships  under  his  command,  was  stopped 
in  his  passage  down  the  river  by  a  fort  in  our  possession, 
at  the  mouth  of  Sorel,  and  some  row-galleys;  and  that  Gen- 
eral Montgomery  was  preparing  to  attack  him  from  Mon- 
treal; but  of  these  matters  you  will  doubtless  be  more 
fully  informed  by  an  express,  which  we  understand  was 
despatched  to  you  from  Ticonderoga. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &ic., 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  General  Washington. 


THOMAS  LYNCH    TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

December  8,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour,  by  Captain  Blewer,  gives  me 
infinite  concern,  not  less  on  yours  than  on  the  account  of 
the  Continent.  Providence  favours  us  every  where.  Our 
success  in  every  operation  exceeds  our  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ;  and  yet  when  God  is  ready  to  deliver  our  op- 
pressors into  our  hiinds,  that  men  cannot  be  found  willing 
to  receive  them  is  truly  surprising. 

With  grief  and  shame  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  whole 
blame  lies  not  with  the  army.  You  will  find  your  hands 
straitened  instead  of  strengthened.  What  the  event  will 
be,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  Perhaps  it  is  only  intended 
to  force  the  Continent  into  their  own  terms,  and  to  show 
that  neither  General  or  Congress  shall  be  permitted  to  con- 
trol the  army;  perhaps  to  mortify  the  favourites  of  Con- 
gress. Be  this  as  it  may,  resolution  and  firmness  ought  to 
rule  our  councils  ;  a  step  yielded  to  improper  and  intempe- 
rate demands  may  be  irretrievable. 

I  shall  not  take  upon  me  to  advise  ;  it  is  as  improper  as 
it  is  needless.  Your  riflemen,  negroes,  and  deserters,  may, 
in  proper  passes,  defend  your  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
stores.  Should  your  lines  be  deserted,  and  the  glorious 
golden  opportunity  of  ending  the  war  be  lost,  let  not  hope 
be  lost  also.  We  have,  in  the  YorAr  papers,  an  account  of 
your  having  taken  an  invaluable  transport,  and  you  have 
doubtless  heard  of  Arnold's  arrival  at  Quebeck.  I  hope 
both  may  end  as  we  wish.  The  addition  of  arms  and  am- 
munition in  the  transport,  according  to  report,  must  be  most 
important  to  you.     O !  had  you  but  an  army. 

My  best  compliments  to  your  lady  and  family,  and  to  all 
my  acquaintance  in  the  army.  I  told  General  Gates,  Mif- 
flin, and  others,  I  should  be  much  obliged  to  them  could 
they  send  me  a  good  drummer.     They  have  forgot  me. 

One  of  our  members  of  Congress  sets  out  to-day  for 
New-England.  Whether  his  intents  be  wicked  or  not,  I 
doubt  much  ;  he  should  be  watched.  Ship  news,  that  the 
Floridas  have  been  taken  ;  but  it  is  not  credited.  If  true, 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  with  the  consent  of  our  court. 
God  give  you  health  and  spirits  to  control  all  opposition. 

Your  sincere  friend  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Lynch. 
To  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Command  me  freely,  whenever  you  please.         ; 


JOHN  MARKS  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

New.York,  December,  1775. 
Your  petitioner  humbly  desires  to  be  em[)loyed  in  that 
useful  and  much  needful  business  of  nail-making;  and  as 
your  petitioner  has  followed  that  business  formerly,  he 
hopes  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  publick.  And  as  the  afore- 
said article  will  be  much  wanted  in  the  spring,  he  would 
set  the  business  up  immediately,  that  the  publick  might  be 
punctually  served  in  such  useful  articles.  And  whereas  it 
will  be  necessary  to  have  a  good  quantity  of  iron  and  coal, 
which,  if  not  purchased  soon,  will  render  your  petitioner 
unable  to  carry  on  the  aforesaid  business,  he  having  a 
family  of  seven  children  ;  and  having  for  some  time  past 
followed  the  shipsmith  branch,  which  is  now  at  a  stand, 
and  as  he  is  possessed  of  tools,  and  fires  for  eight  men  to 
work  by,  which  he  will  endeavour  to  get  to  the  employ, 
(if  not,  he  will  take  boys,  and  teach  them,  which  will  be  of 
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great  service  to  tl)e  piiblick,)  your  petitioner  humbly  pray- 
elh  the  honourable  the  Congress  will  take  into  considera- 
tion, and  allow  him  a  liitle  forehand  cash,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  work  ;  and  what  work  he  gives  in  weekly,  will 
pay  a  moiety  towards  the  advanced  money;  and  the  work 
done  at  the  lowest  prices. 

If  the  above  is  agreeable,  and  meets  with  acceptance, 
your  petitioner  will  forever  pray. 

John  Marks. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Albany,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address 
you,  I  took  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  Conijress  to  send 
three  thousand  men  to  this  place,  that  they  might  seize  the 
first  opportunity  of  marching  into  Canaiia.  Such  a  mea- 
sure then  appeared  to  me  to  be  prudent  Unfortunately 
for  us,  it  now  seems  indispensably  necessary,  as  the  enclosed 
letters  from  General  Montgomery  and  Colonel  Arnold  will 
evince ;  for  we  ought  not  to  depend  too  much  on  the  Ca- 
nadians. Should  Congress  be  in  sentiment  with  H)e  on 
this  matter,  I  could  wish  for  the  most  early  advice,  whether 
I  am  to  issue  as  many  more  warrants  for  raising  men  as 
to  complete  a  regiment  with  the  four  companies  now  levy- 
ing, and  which  were  intended  for  the  garrisons  of  JFori- 
George  and  Ticonderoga.  If  so,  as  Colonel  Van  Schaick, 
Lieuienant-Colonel  Yates,  and  Major  Gansevoort,  wish  to 
remain  in  the  service,  whether  I  may  give  thera  assurances 
that  they  will  be  continued. 

The  common  shoes  worn  in  the  country  are  by  no  means 
proper  for  a  winter  march.  The  troops,  if  any  are  to  go 
to  Canada,  should  therefore  be  provided  with  Canadian 
moccasins,  which,  I  believe,  will  cost  about  four  shillings, 
or  four  and  six  pence  a  pair ;  a  thick  woollen  cap  to  cover 
their  ears ;  a  pair  of  Indian  stockings  ;  and  a  good  pair  of 
mittens. 

By  the  tenor  of  the  officers'  commissions,  I  cannot  dis- 
charge even  those  who  have  quilted  the  service,  and  they 
expect  to  be  paid  up  to  the  day  to  which  the  men  were 
inlisted. 

I  have  received  no  accounts  from  any  of  the  Colonies, 
of  what  money  has  been  advanced  to  the  troops  raised 
in  them ;  so  that  I  cannot  possibly  settle  their  accounts, 
nor  pay  off  the  men,  nor  even  advance  a  single  shilling, 
unless  Congress  will  direct  me  to  do  it  at  hazard,  and  abide 
by  the  loss.  I  assure  you,  sir,  that  for  the  want  of  these  ac- 
counts, I  am  not  only  put  into  a  very  disagreeable  situation, 
but  our  cause  will  suffer  extremely.  Numbers  that  have 
gone  home,  have  swore  most  bitterly  that  they  will  never 
re-engage  in  the  service.  Pray,  is  there  not  a  danger  that 
such  people  may  join  our  enemies,  to  which  they  will  be 
prompted  by  the  malignants,  who  have  now  such  good  ma- 
terials for  the  purpose.  Permit  me,  therefore,  most  earnest- 
ly, to  entreat  Congress  that  I  may  be  furnished,  without  the 
least  delay,  with  those  accounts. 

The  barracks  in  this  place  are  out  of  repair.  I  propose 
to  employ  carpenters  to  mend  them,  and  have  requested 
the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  on  this  in- 
tention, which  they  approve  of,  as  they  also  do  of  appoint- 
ing a  barrack-master  and  conductor  of  the  artillery,  both  of 
which  wi  1  save  thrice  their  pay  in  six  months. 

Lieutenant  Hahcy,  of  the  troops  raised  in  Connecticut, 
and  of  whom  General  Montgomery  complains,  has  been 
excessively  troublesome  during  the  whole  campaign,  and 
deserved  to  have  been  dismissed  the  service  soon  after  my 
coming  to  the  command.  The  time  for  which  he  engaged 
to  serve  is  expired.  He  can  therefore  only  be  punished 
by  stopping  his  pay,  unless  he  will  submit  to  be  tried  by  a 
court-martial. 

The  expense  that  we  are  put  to  by  the  prisoners,  runs 
amazingly  high.  1  wish  some  means  could  be  fallen  upon 
that  they  might  receive  their  pay.  Would  it  not  be  well 
if  a  month's  pay  was  offered  them  for  their  bills  on  Gen- 
eral Howe,  in  Boston.  If  he  accepts  them,  we  get  hard 
cash ;  if  not,  we  are  just  where  we  are ;  for  they  may  be 
told  that  they  are  not  to  have  any  more,  and  that  a  bare 
subsistence  only  will  be  allowed  them  in  future. 

Of  upwards  of  one  hundred  batteaus  which  we  built,  1 
■m  confident  twenty-five  or  thirty  will  be  lost,  as  they  have 


been  left  by  the  lake-side,  all  the  way  between  Onion  river 
and  Skcnesborough,  by  soldiers  that  took  that  route  home- 
wards. 

I  found,  on  my  arrrival  here,  about  sixty  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions. To-day,  we  have  i)ad  their  congratulatory  speech, 
and  on  Monday  they  are  to  proceed  to  business.  Not  hav- 
ing had  a  moment's  time  to  myself  since  my  arrival  here, 
which  was  last  night,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  in- 
tention of  this  visit.  No  Commissioner  but  Mr.  Dorr  and 
myself  are  here ;  and  there  being  five,  we  may  be  blamed 
for  acting;  but  necessity  drives  us  to  it.  Perhaps  Con- 
gress may  think  proper  to  add  two  or  three  more  out  of 
this  place. 

I  am  informed  that  sonte  of  the  prisoners  have  behaved 
exceeding  ill.  I  shall  have  the  affidavits  taken  in  sup- 
port of  the  charges  made  against  them,  as  soon  as  I  can 
find  a  little  time,  and  transuiit  them  to  Congress.  The 
Committee  o(  Albany  have  also  complained  to  me  of  a  Mr. 
McCoy,  who  is  a  prisoner  cherished  by  some  people  ex- 
tremely inimical  to  us.  His  abuse  has  gone  to  every  body 
indiscriminately.  I  shall  immediately  send  him  to  Connec- 
ticut, under  a  guard. 

Colonel  Knox  is  now  at  Ticonderoga.  I  have  arranged 
matters  in  such  a  manner  as  that  I  hope  all  the  artillery 
he  wants  will  be  at  Fort  George  in  a  few  days,  from  whence 
it  will  be  carried  to  Boston,  as  soon  as  the  roads  will  per- 
mit. 

I  am  pretty  confident  that  a  reinforcement  might  be  sent 
to  General  Montgomery ,  even  before  the  ice  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  will  be  strong  enough  to  bear,  by  a  route  hitherto  not 
attempted,  and  I  believe  with  very  little  difficulty.  I  shall 
immediately  employ  two  trusty  men  to  ascertain  this. 

My  letter,  alluded  to  in  the  first  paragraph  of  this,  was 
only  last  night  delivered  to  Mi,  Ltivingston,  so  that  it  goes 
by  this  express. 

I  am  informed  that  several  officers  in  our  army  sent  a 
very  insulting  message  to  General  Montgomery,  because  he 
had  shown  some  indulgence  to  a  few  of  the  officers  that 
were  made  prisoners.  This  turbulent  and  mutinous  spirit 
will  tend  to  the  ruin  of  our  cause;  and  the  necessity  of 
checking  it  immediately,  and  taking  measures  to  prevent  it 
in  future,  strikes  me  so  forcibly,  that  I  take  the  liberty  to 
observe  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  immediate  attention  of  Con- 
gress. I  speak  the  more  freely  on  this  subject,  as  I  would 
not  wish  that  General  Montgomery  and  my  successors,  who- 
ever they  may  be,  should  lead  the  disagreeable  life  we  have 
done. 

1  am,  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect,  your  most  obedient 


and  most  humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler, 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Sic. 


ABRAM  DAVENPORT  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Stamford,  December  8,  1775. 

Respected  Sir  :  Mr.  Selleck  and  Mr.  Bates,  two  of 
my  neighbours,  own  a  vessel  of  about  fifty  tons,  with  which 
they  are  desirous  to  make  voyage  to  the  West-Indies,  to 
carry  cattle  and  provisions,  and  bring  back  military  stores, 
if  a  permit  can  be  obtained  of  your  Honour  for  that  pur- 
pose. I  suppose  that  it  is  expected  that  Mr.  Bates  will 
go  master,  if  the  vessel  is  permitted  to  go.  1  believe  he 
may  be  depended  upon  ;  and  I  do  not  know  a  man  better 
calculated  for  the  business.  The  vessel  is  said  to  be  a  prime 
sailer.  We  have  but  a  few  pounds  of  powder  in  our  town 
stock,  and  1  believe  it  will  be  universally  agreeable  to  the 
inhabitants  of  our  town  that  a  permit  should  be  granted 
them.  At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Bates,  I  write  this.  He 
informs  me  that  Mr.  Selleck  v;\\\  apply  to  your  Honour  for 
the  permit,  and  will  give  bond,  (if  required,)  for  the  faith- 
ful conduct  of  the  master.  Mr.  Selleck  is  a  man  of  con- 
siderable interest,  and  his  bond  will  be  quite  sufficient. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  your  Hon- 
our's most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Abram  Davenport. 
Honourable  Governour  Trumbull. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir:  The  intention  of  yesterday's  order,  respecting  the 
review  of  the  Connecticut  troops,  is  only  to  afford  a  good 
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opportunity  of  making  choice  of  such  of  their  arms  as 
shall  be  found  fit  for  the  use  of  the  new  army. 

I  am  not  without  my  fears,  that  if  they  are  apprized  of 
the  intention,  some  of  the  best  arms  will  be  secreted.  For 
this  reason  I  desire  you  will  say  nothing  of  tlie  matter  till 
the  regiment  (in  your  brigade)  is  paraded,  and  then,  in 
company  of  the  field-officers  of  it,  make  choice  of  all  the 
arms  that  are  good,  taking  the  names  of  the  proprietors  of 
them,  that  they  may  be  lodged,  valued,  and  paid  for  agree- 
ably to  the  general  order  of  the  23d  ult. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Winter-Hill. 


I  applaud  Colonel  Burnham's  zeal,  and  shall  show  him 
every  mark  of  esteem  in  my  power. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  gratitude  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAI.  THOMAS. 

Cambridge,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir:  1  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  in- 
form you  that  it  is  very  agreeable  to  him  that  Captain  Hazle- 
ton  should  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Doctor  Cliapin,  especially  as  he  seems  to  have  been 
neglected  before  this  by  some  oversight,  and  to  be  deserv- 
ing, from  the  recommendation  mentioned  in  your  favour  of 
this  date.  I  am,  he, 

R.  H.  Harrison,  A.  D.  C. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO   SALEM  COMMITTEE. 

Cambridge,  December  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  What  is  the  breach  of  the  Association,  or 
what  is  not,  the  General  has  not  time,  nor  indeed  does 
he  think  himself  a  competent  judge  to  decide  upon;  that 
surely  comes  under  the  cognizance  of  Committees  of 
Safety. 

The  General  thinks  the  officers  on  board  the  armed  ves- 
sels have  deviated  from  the  line  of  their  instructions,  though 
perhaps  not  from  the  spirit  of  them,  by  taking  this  brigan- 
tine. 

From  this  principle,  which  his  Excellency  is  of  opinion 
is  a  just  one,  he  delivers  up  to  the  owner  his  vessel  and 
cargo. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Stephen  Moilan,  P.  T.  S. 
To  John  Pickering,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Safety  and  Correspondence,  Salem. 
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colonel  MOTLAN  to  JOHN  GLOVER. 

Cambridge,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  desire  you 
will  put  Mr.  Richard  Derby  in  the  proper  road  to  get  his 
brig  Kingston  Packet,  and  her  cargo,  into  his  possession. 
Whether  she  is  to  proceed  on  her  intended  voyage  to  the 
West-Indies  or  not  the  General  cannot  himself  determine ; 
that  is  the  business  of  Committees  of  Safety.  The  Gen- 
eral is  determined  to  have  no  further  trouble  with  this  ves- 
sel. You  will,  therefore,  sir,  manage  the  matter  so  as 
Head-quarters  may  hear  no  more  of  her.  I  beg  you  will 
be  attentive  to  Mr.  Callbeck's  goods.  Let  bin)  have  every 
thing  that  he  has  been  so  cruelly  pillaged  of.  The  pota- 
toes on  board  the  Scotch  vessel  should  be  sold. 

1  am  truly  yours,  ^ 

STEPHEN  Mot  LAN. 

To  Colonel  John  Glover,  Marhlehead. 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Wintor.Hill,  December  8,  1775. 
ftltjcH  RESPECTED  Gentlemen:  Your  favour,  signed 
by  Colonel  Whipple,  is  now  before  me.  But  previous  to 
the  receipt  thereof,  common  fame,  with  his  usual  readiness, 
had  proclaimed  your  vigorous  exertions,  and  the  noble 
spirit  of  your  people.  General  Washington,  and  all  the 
other  officers,  are  extremely  pleased,  and  bestow  the  high- 
est encomiums  on  you  and  your  troops,  freely  acknowledg- 
ing that  JSew- Hampshire  forces,  for  bravery  and  resolution, 
far  surpass  the  other  Colonies  ;  and  that  no  Province  dis- 
covers so  much  zeal  in  the  common  cause.  Though  I  wish 
the  troops  may  all  arrive  before  the  10th  instant,  yet  none 
will  be  refused  on  account  of  their  being  a  few  days  later. 


Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 


John  Sullivan. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  LEGGE. 

By  his  Etcellency  Francis  Legge,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General  and  Governour-in-chief,  in  and  over  His  Ma- 
jesty's Province  q/"  Nova- Scotia,  and  its  Dependencies, 
Vice-Admiral  of  the  same,  SfC,  ^c,  ^c. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  great  mischiefs  and  inconveniences  may  and 
are  like  to  ensue  from  permitting  strangers,  who  n)ay  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  Rebels,  to  resort  to  the  town  of  Hali- 
fax, and  by  that  means  obtaining  and  conveying  to  them 
intelligence  which  may  prove  highly  prejudicial  to  His 
Majesty's  service: 

I  do  therefore  hereby  strictly  order  and  command  all 
persons,  not  settled  inhabitants  of  this  place,  who,  since 
the  30tli  day  of  September  last,  have,  or  who  hereafter  shall, 
come  into  the  town  of  Halifax,  to  repair  themselves  im- 
mediately to  Thomas  Procter,  or  Thomas  Bridge,  Esquires, 
two  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
of  Halifax,  to  signify  their  names  and  places  of  abode, 
together  with  the  occasion  of  their  coming  into  town  ;  upon 
pain  of  being  considered  and  treated  as  spies,  if  they  re- 
main therein  the  space  of  two  hours  without  their  repairing 
to  either  of  the  Justices  aforesaid. 

And  I  do  likewise  strictly  order  and  command  all  tavern- 
keepers,  keepers  of  publick  houses,  and  all  persons  who 
shall  receive  any  stranger  or  strangers  after  the  publication 
of  this  Proclamation,  to  report  the  name,  place  of  abode, 
with  the  occasion  of  their  coming,  in  like  manner  to  one 
or  other  of  the  persons  aforementioned,  within  two  hours 
after  the  coming  of  such  stranger  or  strangers,  upon  the  like 
pain  and  peril  as  herein  before  expressed. 

And  whereas  it  has  been  reported  that  sundry  strangers 
have  been  landed  in  the  Northwest  arm,  and  by  that  means 
have  come  into  this  town  in  the  night  season,  and  that  the 
same  may  be  of  dangerous  consequences : 

I  do  therefore  hereby  order  and  strictly  forbid  any  ship, 
boat,  or  other  vessel,  entering  into  that  part  of  this  harbour, 
either  by  day  or  night,  without  first  obtaining  license  from 
me,  or  from  such  persons  as  I  shall  appoint  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  upon  pain  of  being  considered  and  treated  as  spies. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  arms,  this  8th  day  of 
December,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

Francis  Legge. 

By  His  Excellency's  command  : 

Richard  Bulkeley. 
God  save  the  King. 


London,  December  9,  1775. 
There  is  now  a  bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  which 
will  finally  pass  there  next   Tuesday,  and  will  most  assu- 
redly pass  all  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  England. 
A  copy  of  this  bill   perhaps  may  reach  America  by  this 
opportunity,  or  some  other,  before  it  is  sent  over  in  the 
formal  manner  by  Government.    By  this  bill  all  intercourse 
whatsoever,  by  sea,  is  cutoff  and  prohibited  from  America, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  the  rest  of  the  world.     And  all 
ships,  in  any  harbour  in  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies, are 
thereby  made   liable  to  seizure,  and  a  legal  prize,  with 
every  thing  on  board,  let  the  property  be  British,  foreign, 
ov  American.    All  ships  or  vessels,  the  property  of  what- 
soever nation,  bound  to  or  from  America,  are  liable  to  the 
same  penalty.    This  act  empowers  the  K — g  to  send  over 
Commissioners  to  treat  with  America;  the  Ministers  have 
already  settled  the  powers  with  which  they  are  to  be  en- 
trusted.    They  certainly  go  no  further  than   authorizing 
them  to  receive  the  unconditional  submission  of  any  se- 
parate Province,  Town,  or  County,  and  issue  proclama- 
tions, and  grant  pardons,  excepting  to  particular  persons; 
but  the  secret  object  of  their  embassy  is  to  sow  dissensions 
among  the  Provinces,  and  the  members  of  the  General 
Congress,  by  bribery  and  every  artifice ;  of  which  they 
entertain  great  hopes  of  success,  from  the  supposed  cool- 
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ness  between  Mr.  D — Jc — «— «,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
J _4(ts,  o( Massachusetts-Bcy,  and  the  very  unwise  dis- 
trust which  many  in  England  sup\iose  prevails  in  tlie  minds 
of  the  Delegates  of  the  Southern  Colonies  against  those  of 
the  four  New-England  Provinces.  The  plan  of  o|)erations 
for  next  year  is  to  carry  on  a  piratical  war  by  sea,  and  to 
have  thirty  thousand  men,  by  land  in  America,  dispersed 
through  the  different  Provinces.  Five  thousand  of  them 
are  to  sail  from  Ireland,  in  the  course  of  this  month,  for 
Virginia ;  and  G — 1  Clinton  is  ordered  to  go  there  from 
Boston,  to  take  the  command  of  them,  as  Lord  Dun- 
more  has  promised  great  assistance  from  the  Scotchmen  and 
slaves  in  that  Colony.  No  person  can  yet  find  out  how  it 
will  be  possible  for  the  Ministers  to  get  ten  thousand  men 
more  to  send  to  America  in  the  course  of  next  year  ;  how- 
ever, it  is  certain  thai  this  country  will  pay  eight  millions 
of  money  for  the  next  campaign  against  America,  and  it 
is  hardly  doubted  but  the  real  design  of  the  Cabinet  is  to 
exert  their  utmost  efforts  next  year  to  subdue  America  to 
slavery;  in  which,  if  they  cannot  succeed,  they  mean  to 
give  her  up  entirely  as  an  independent  State.  This  event 
may  be  precipitated  much  sooner  than  is  expected  should 
G — 1  Howe  and  his  troops  be  driven  from  Boston  in  the 
course  of  the  winter,  and  Canada  fall  into  the  hands  of 
America.  Notwithstanding  the  Minister's  majority  in  Par- 
liament, it  is  very  certain  that  three-fourths  in  England,  and 
nine-tenths  in  Ireland,  are  in  favour  of  America;  the  rest, 
with  almost  all  Scotland,  are  against  her;  but  as  Lord  Bute 
and  his  Scotch  junto  rule  with  absolute  sway,  America 
will  not  receive  any  active  assistance  from  Great  Britain 
for  a  year  or  two  at  least,  as  the  people  of  England  are 
slow  to  action.  The  Ministers  have  been  trying,  with  all 
their  address,  to  get  troops  from  Russia,  in  whicli  they  have 
failed.  They  are  now  treating  with  all  the  petty  Princes 
in  Germany  for  men,  as  they  can  get  no  men  to  inlist  in 
Eno-land  or  Ireland;  and  they  have  not  at  this  time  in  all 
Cheat  Britain  above  two  thousand  foot,  exclusive  of  the 
Guards,  and  not  ten  thousand  in  Ireland.  It  is  not  certainly 
known  yet,  but  probably  they  may  get  four  or  five  thou- 
sand from  Germany ;  but  if  America  continues  determined, 
united,  and  vigorous,  the  conquest  of  that  country  is  thought 
utterly  impracticable.  As  all  communication  is  now  cut 
off  it  will  not  be  easy  to  convey  intelligence  of  what  is 
going  on  in  this  country,  therefore  America  must  act  upon 
all  occasions  as  she  finds  her  own  strength  and  circumstan- 
ces, without  reference  to  what  may  or  may  not  pass  here. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LKTTER  FROM  LONDON  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN 
VIRGINIA,  DATED  DECEMBER  9,   1775. 

You  may  depend  on  it,  that  Government  do  not  intend 
to  make  their  grand  armament  at  Boston;  they  will  only  re- 
inforce the  army  there,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  maintain  their 
ground,  if  the  Provincials  do  not  carry  the  place  this  win- 
ter. The  whole  force  is  to  be  twenty-six  thousand  men, 
including  those  now  in  America,  and  three  regiments  of 
Scotch  Dutch,  who  are  to  come  over  in  the  spring  from 
Holland,  and  be  sent  to  Scotland  to  recruit,  and  from 
thence  go  to  America ;  no  other  foreign  troops  are  to  be 
had,  nor  would  the  Dutch  have  given  them,  but  they  were 
paid  a  most  extravagant  price  for  them.  They  are  now 
about  two  thousand,  though  nominally  three  thousand, 
which  number  they  are  to  be  made.  This  whole  force  is 
to  be  divided  in  America,  and  sent  to  Netv-  York,  Virginia, 
and  South- Carolina,  so  that  there  will  be  no  very  consi- 
derable army,  though  strong  bodies  of  perhaps  four,  six,  and 
eight  thousand  men  to  those  places,  but  the  numbers  are 
not  ascertained,  though  they  will  be  strong  bodies.  All 
commerce  is  prohibited  with  America,  but  Commissioners 
are  certainly  going  out ;  but  their  names  are  not  yet 
mentioned.  The  Scotch  faction  prevails  at  Court.  The 
Bedford  party  are  a  good  deal  divided,  some  having  joined 
the  Opposition.  Lord  Chatham  will  never  again  appear 
out ;  the  minority  is  considerably  strengthened.  Lord 
Rockingham  is  the  head  of  a  formidable  party;  indeed, 
almost  all  the  minority  are  immediately  attached  to  him. 
Their  strength,  however,  is  greatly  inferior  to  the  Ministry, 
and  will  be,  except  the  rest  of  the  Bedford's,  which  are 
the  strongest  part  of  that  party,  and  the  support  of  the 
Ministry,  leave  them.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  may 
happen. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO  EDMUND    PENDLETON,  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  CONVENTION. 
Great-Bridge,  near  Norfolk,  December  9,  1775. 

The  enemy  were  reinforced  about  three  o'clock  this 
morning  with  (as  they  tell  me)  every  soldier  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  at  Norfolk,  amounting  to  two  hundred, 
commanded  by  Captain  Leslie ;  and  tiiis  morning,  after 
reveille  beating,  crossed  the  bridge  by  laying  down  some 
plank,  and  made  an  attack  to  force  our  breastwork,  (the 
prisoners  say  the  whole  number  amounted  to  five  hundred, 
volunteers  and  blacks,)  with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  but 
none  marclied  up  but  His  Majesty's  soldiers,  who  behaved 
like  Englishmen.  We  have  found  of  their  dead,  Captain 
Fordyce  and  twelve  privates  ;  and  have  Lieutenant  Battut, 
who  is  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  seventeen  privates  prison- 
ers, all  wounded.  They  carried  their  cannon  back  under 
cover  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  and  a  nuiriber  of  tlieir 
dead.  I  should  suppose,  to  speak  within  compass,  their 
loss  must  be  upwards  of  fifty.  Some  powder  and  car- 
tridges were  taken.  I  sent  an  officer  to  inform  them,  if 
they  would  not  fire  upon  our  people,  they  should  collect 
the  dead  and  wounded  ;  this  they  agreed  to,  and  there  has 
been  no  firing  since.  We  are  now  under  arms,  expecting 
another  attack.  There  is  but  one  man  of  ours  hurt,  and 
he  is  wounded  in  the  hand.  The  prisoners  inform  us  that 
Lord  Dunmore  has  got  a  reinforcement  of  Highlanders ; 
they,  I  expect,  will  be  up  next. 


MAJOR  SPOTSWOOD  TO  A  FRIEND  IN  WILLIAMSBURGH. 
Great-Bridge,  December  9,  1775. 

We  were  alarmed  this  morning  by  the  firing  of  some 
guns  after  reveille  beating,  which,  as  the  enemy  had  paid 
us  this  compliment  several  times  before,  we  at  first  con- 
cluded to  be  nothing  but  a  morning  salute ;  but  in  a  short 
time  after,  I  heard  Adjutant  Blackburn  call  out.  Boys ! 
stand  to  your  arms !  Colonel  Woodford  and  myself  im- 
mediately got  equipped,  and  ran  out ;  the  Colonel  pressed 
down  to  the  breastwork  in  our  front,  and  my  alarm-post 
being  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  another  quarter,  1  rnn 
to  it  as  fast  as  I  could,  and  by  the  time  1  had  made  all  ready 
for  engaging,  a  very  heavy  fire  ensued  at  the  breastwork, 
in  which  were  not  more  than  sixty  men  ;  it  continued  for 
about  half  an  hour,  when  the  King's  troops  gave  way,  after 
sustaining  considerable  loss,  and  behaving  like  true-born 
Englishmen.  They  mounted  up  to  our  intrenchments  with 
fixed  bayonets  ;  our  young  troops  received  them  with  firm- 
ness, and  behaved  as  well  as  it  was  possible  for  soldiers  to 
do.  Captain  Leslie,  of  the  regulars,  commanded  the  fort 
on  the  other  side  of  the  bridge;  Captain  Fordyce,  of  the 
Grenadiers,  led  the  van  with  his  company  ;  and  Lieutenant 
Battut  commanded  the  advanced  party  ;  the  former  got 
killed  within  a  few  yards  of  the  breastwork,  with  twelve 
privates;  the  Lieutenant,  with  sixteen  soldiers,  were  taken 
prisoners — all  wounded.  Several  others  were  carried  into 
the  fort  under  cover  of  their  cannon  ;  and  from  the  blood 
on  the  bridge,  they  must  have  lost  one-half  of  their  detach- 
ment. 

It  would  appear  that  Providence  was  on  our  side;  for 
during  the  whole  engagement  we  lost  not  a  man,  and  only 
one  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand.  Colonel  Wood- 
ford is  a  brave  officer,  and  a  man  I  love.  He  has  had 
Captain  Fordyce  buried  with  the  military  honours  due  to 
his  rank,  and  all  the  prisoners  that  fell  into  our  hands  are 
taken  the  greatest  care  of.  We  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
able  to  ascertain  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
their  side.  Three  ofliicers'  fusees,  with  bayonets  and  car- 
touch  boxes,  fell  into  our  hands ;  from  which  we  judge 
that  there  were  three  commissioned  officers  killed.  As 
soon  as  a  general  return  can  be  made,  it  will  be  sent  to  the 
honourable  Convention.  I  am  at  present  in  the  greatest 
hurry,  and  can  only  give  an  account  of  what  I  have 
seen. 

KING  AND  QUEEN  COUNTY  (vIHGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sub-Commitlee  of  the  Upper  Dis- 
trict of  King  and  (^ueen  County,  on  Saturday,  the  9th  of 
December,  1775 : 

William  Lyne  having  been  charged  before  this  Com- 
mittee, by  James  Jones,  Jun.,  with  endeavouring  to  preju- 
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dice  the  Minute-service,  and  exciting  mutiny,  tiie  said 
William  Lyne,  having  heretofore  been  summoned,  now 
appeared,  and  on  examining  several  witnesses,  it  appears 
to  this  Committee,  that  on  the  day  the  District  Com- 
mittee ciiose  officers  for  the  regular  and  minute-service, 
the  said  Lyne  imprudently  dropped  expressions  tending  to 
injure  the  minute-service.  We  believe  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  exciting  mutiny  ;  and  that,  from  a  review  of  bis  con- 
duct, he  appears  to  be  a  friend  to  American  liberty. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Publick  Printer  of  this  Colony,  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

Bernard  Todd,  Clerk. 


COMMITTEE  OF  TRENTON  (nEW-JERSEy)  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read,  December  12,  1775] 

Trcnion,  December  9,  1775. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  transmitted 
to  us,  we  have  strictly  examined  into  the  conduct  of  the 
gentlemen  officers  stationed  here,  and  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  find  it  punctually  conformable  to  their  parole,  ex- 
cept in  one  instance.  Doctor  Ihiddleston  has  been  un- 
guarded and  imprudent  in  his  discourse,  to  the  great 
uneasiness  of  the  other  gentlemen,  who  trust  to  the  candour 
and  indulgence  of  the  Congress,  if  his  past  indiscretion 
cannot  be  overlooked,  that  their  innocence  may  not  suffer 
by  it,  as  they  have  never  failed  to  reprove  him,  and  often- 
times severely,  for  it. 

They  express  great  uneasiness  at  the  apprehension  of 
being  removed,  as  well  on  account  of  the  satisfaction  they 
have  in  their  present  situation,  as  that  it  must  appear  to 
the  world  as  a  punishment  for  breach  of  honour;  and,  in 
justice  to  them,  we  assure  you,  we  believe  these  their  de- 
clarations to  be  perfectly  sincere. 

As  to  their  debauchery,  or  the  people  of  this  place  be- 
ing debauched  by  them,  we  apprehend  there  is  not  the 
least  danger.  The  people  in  and  about  Trenton  early 
fixed  their  principles  upon  proper  knowledge  and  rational 
conviction,  and  have  as  steadily  maintained  them,  as  any 
people  on  the  Continent ;  and  we  are  positive,  when  occa- 
sion offers,  will  discover  a  consonant  conduct. 

Enclosed  is  their  parole  agreeably  to  direction  ;  we  should 
have  transmitted  it  sooner,  but  Captain  Allgee  was  ex- 
pected from  New- York. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants, 

Samuel  Tucker,       Isaac  Smith, 
Abraham  Hunt,       Robert  Hoops. 

In  Congress,  November  17,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  Commissioned  Officers  taken  in  the 
Forts  of  Chambly  and  St.  John's,  be  put  on  their  parole  of 
honour  that  they  will  not  go  into  or  near  any  sea-port 
town,  nor  further  than  six  miles  distant  from  the  respective 
places  of  their  residence,  without  leave  of  the  Continental 
Congress;  and  that  they  will  carry  on  no  political  corres- 
pondence whatever  on  the  subject  of  the  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  as  long  as  they  remain 
prisoners.     By  order  of  Congress : 

John  Hancock,  President. 

We,  the  subscribers,  acquiesce  in  the  above  resolve. 
Witness  our  hands : 

J.  Stopford,  Major. 

Rigausill,  Major. 

J.  Hamton,  Lieutenant. 

J.  Shuttleworth,  Lieutenant. 

Richard  Huddleston,  Surgeon, 

Royal  Fusileers. 
Ibbetson  Hamer,  Lieutenant. 
David  Allgee. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  December  9,  1775. 

Dear  General  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  advise  your 
Excellency  of  my  arrival  here  on  the  7ih  instant.  Should 
have  wrote  you  yesterday,  but  I  was  all  day  in  conference 
with  sixty  of  the  principal  Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations. 
The  matter  was  merely  congratulatory,  and  introductory  to 


the  business  wliich  they  intend  to  open  on  Monday,  the 
substance  of  which  1  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn. 

Enclose  you  copies  of  letters  from  General  Montgomery 
and  Colonel  Arnold,  together  with  one  to  your  Excellency, 
from  the  latter,  and  one  from  Colonel  Knox.  I  have  wrote 
to  Congress,  that  the  necessity  of  sending  a  body  of  troops 
into  Canada  this  winter  appeared  to  me  very  urgent.  1 
was  happy  to  meet  Colonel  Knox,  at  Fort  George.  I  have 
made  such  an  arrangement  to  get  the  articles  he  wants  at 
Fort  George,  that  I  am  confident  they  will  arrive  there  in 
eight  days  from  this,  and  I  shall  take  the  advantage  of  the 
very  first  snow  to  send  them  to  Cambridge.  My  baggage  is 
still  behind,  and  therefore  cannot  send  your  Excellency  the 
returns ;  but  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  every  thing  Colonel 
Knox  wanted,  except  powder  and  flints. 

I  am  now  in  tolerable  good  health,  but  I  believe  a  per- 
fect restoration  will  not  take  place  until  the  cold  weather 
ceases. 

Some  of  the  prisoners  have  attempted  to  escape.  A  Cap- 
tain Robinson,  of  the  Emigrants,  offered  the  Captain  of  an 
Albany  sloop  two  hundred  guineas  to  carry  him  on  board 
the  .(4Ma  man-of-war.  I  shall  request  the  Captain  to  make 
affidavit  of  it. 

1  am,  dear  General,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant,  „  o 

'  Philip  schdyler. 

His  Excellency  General  Waslnngton. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  December  9,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Since  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  address 
your  Excellency  on  tlie  28th  ult.,  my  baggage  is  arrived, 
and  now  enclose  the  return  of  cannon  at  Crown-Point,  Ti- 
conderoga,  &tc. ;  besides  there  are  a  few  at  Fort-George, 
the  return  whereof  I  gave  Colonel  Knox  to  copy,  and  he 
forgot  to  re-deliver  it  to  me. 

As  soon  as  I  am  a  little  settled,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  send  you  copies  of  my  letters  to  Congress,  containing  a 
recommendation  of  what  I  though  necessary  to  be  done  in 
this  quarter,  preparatory  to  the  next  campaign. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  are  still  here,  but  pro- 
pose returning  to-morrow.  Be  so  good  as  to  make  my 
respects  to  the  gentlemen  of  your  suite. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  r,  c 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
the  5th  inst.  I  have  heretofore  observed  that  Col.  Arnold 
had  great  merit.  He  has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate,  in  that 
one-third  of  his  troops  have  left  him.  If  the  whole  had 
been  with  him  when  he  arrived  before  Quebeck,  he  would 
probably  have  had  the  sole  honour  of  giving  that  important 
place  to  America.  He  will,  however,  share  in  the  glory  of  its 
reduction,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  in  our 
possession  before  any  troops  can  come  to  its  relief. 

If  Congress  enters  into  my  views,  and  immediately  sends 
three  thousand  men  to  this  place,  I  make  no  manner  of 
doubt  of  getting  them  into  Canada  by  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary.    I  am,  &ic. 

A  Return  of  Artillery  at  Ticondbroga,  Crown-Point, 
^c,  December  2,  1775. 


CANNON. 

2 

T3 
C 
3 
O 
O- 

00 

«-H 

5 
4 
3 

tc 
3 

i 

£ 

c 

s 

4 

£ 

O 

14 

8 
1 
6 

£ 

V 

-a 
a 

o 

a. 

2 

1 

CD 

a 
s 
o 

00* 

1 

s 

GO 

1 

■J 

e 

O 
o 

O 

:^ 

n 

« 

V 

c 

00 

1 
1 

£ 

3 

s 

o 

. 

a 

.3 
1 

1 

o 

HCi 

to 
2 

2 

6 
10 

1 
16 

IS 

17 
3 

12 

11 

22 

2 
o 

3 
3 

2 

2 

1 

At  landing,  north  end  L.  Guorge.. 

At  the  landing  at  the  Bridge 

At  Crown-Point 

Total        

12 

4 

29 

I 

■■ 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv. 


15 


227 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


228 


*       COVERNOUB  TRUMSULL,  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  Dcccinlx>r  9,  1775. 

Sir:  Last  evening  1  received  your  Excellency's  favour 
of  the  5ih  ;  in  your  hurry  not  signed;  the  number  of  men 
inlisted  left  blank. 

While  this  express  waits  for  a  horse,  I  have  only  time  to 
mention,  that  1  shall  {Deo  voknle)  set  out  on  my  journey 
to  meet  the  Assembly  AlNeiv- Haven,  on  the  12ih.  Please 
to  favour  me  with  a  list  of  the  officers  of  our  several  regi- 
ments, and  of  die  companies  in  each,  as  they  now  stand 
arranged,  with  the  number  inlisted  into  them  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  ensuing  year,  i  trust  nothing  will  be  wanting 
in  the  most  vigorous  exertions  to  afford  you  every  assist- 
ance on  the  present  alarming  occasion. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

His  Excellency  General  fVasliington. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 

Cambridge,  December  9,  1775. 

Sir:  Four  prisoners  are  sent  for  examination,  Jeremiah 
Dawrij,  (Villiam  Hcdon,  George  Price,  and  John  Milton. 
They  were  taken  by  Captain  Coit,  on  board  vessels  carry- 
ing supplies  to  the  enemy  in  Boston,  to  whom  they  were 
pilots.  Foumal  Dcming,  a  sergeant,  who  was  on  board  the 
armed  vessel  when  these  prisoners  were  taken,  can  give 
tlie  honourable  Board  every  necessary  information  relative 
to  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
Stephen  Moylan,  P.  T.  S. 

The  Hon.  James  Otis,  Esq. 


WILLIAM  BAUTLETT  TO  GENERAL  WASIIINGTON. 

Bc'verly,  December  9,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  Excellency, 
that  Captain  Manly  has  brought  in  here  a  ship  from  Lon- 
don, and  a  brig  from  St.  Eustatia.  I  enclose  your  Excel- 
lency the  papers  which  I  foiward  by  Mr.  Cabot.  Shall 
secure  them  until  further  orders  from  your  Excellency.  The 
brig  is  safe  arrived  from  Cape-Ann. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

William  Bartlett. 
To  General  tVashingion. 

N.  B.  The  Captain  of  ship  has  hove  overboard  the 
chiefest  part  of  his  papers,  and  some  arms,  Sic.  1  find  by 
llie  steward,  the  ship's  cargo  is  chiefly  coals,  one  hundred 
butts  of  porter,  forty  live  hogs. 

Watertown,  December  11,  1775. 

We  have  just  received  certain  intelligence,  tliat  on  Sa- 
iurilay  last,  {December  9,)  Captain  Manly,  of  the  Lee, 
privateer,  took  and  carried  into  Beverly  a  large  ship  of 
three  hundred  tons  burden,  (mounted  with  two  double- 
foriified  six-pounders  and  six  blunderbusses,  with  eighteen 
men  before  the  mast,)  bound  from  London  for  the  Minis- 
terial army  at  Boston,  laden  with  coals  and  provisions, 
consisting  chiefly  of  porter,  cheese,  and  forty  live  hogs ; 
lliirty  more  had  died  on  the  passage.  Although  fuel  and 
the  above  articles  are  no  rarity  to  the  army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  yet,  so  far  as  they  are  distressing  to  their  ene- 
mies, so  far,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  they  are  an  advan- 
tage to  us.  The  above  ship  had  seven  weeks'  passage, 
and  brought  papers  to  the  16th  of  October,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  letters,  we  are  informed,  the  Captain  hove 
overboard  after  he  was  taken. 

The  same  day  Captain  Manly  also  took  and  carried  in 
there  a  brig  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden, 
from  Antigua,  for  Boston,  (consigned  to  one  Brimer,  for 
the  use  of  the  Ministerial  navy,)  laden  with  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  puncheons  of  rum,  besides  one  hun- 
dred cases  of  gin,  some  cocoa,  and  a  cask  of  oranges,  to 
please  the  delicate  appetite  of  my  Lord  Howe,  which, 
however,  may  possibly  be  more  acceptable  to  our  ariny 
than  any  other  provision,  saving  a  further  mess  or  two  for 
ihe  Congress,  which  has  not  a  very  craving  appetite. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO    THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

Groat-Bridge,  December  10,  1775. 

A  servant  belonging  to  Major  Marshall,  who  deserted 
the  other  night  from  Colonel  Scott^s  party,  has  completely 
taken  his  Lordship  in.  Lieutenant  Batut,  who  is  wound- 
ed, and  at  present  my  prisoner,  informs  me,  that  this  fellow 
told  them  not  more  than  three  hundred  shirt-men  were 
here,  and  that  imprudent  man  caught  at  the  bait,  despatch- 
ing Captain  Leslie  with  all  the  regulars,  (about  two  hun- 
dred,) who  arrived  at  the  bridge  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  joined  about  three  hundred  black  and  white 
slaves,  laid  planks  upon  the  bridge,  and  crossed  just  after 
our  reveille  had  beat ;  and  lucky  time  for  us,  and,  you 
will  say,  rather  an  improper  season  for  them  to  make  their 
push,  when,  of  course,  all  our  men  must  be  under  arms. 
The  above  lieutenant  commanded  the  advanced  party,  and 
Captain  Fordyce,  of  the  Grenadiers,  led  the  van  with  his 
company,  who,  for  coolness  and  bravery,  deserved  a  better 
fate,  as  well  as  the  brave  fellows  who  fell  witli  him,  who 
behaved  like  heroes.  They  marched  up  to  our  breastwork 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and,  perhaps,  a  hotter  fire  never  hap- 
pened, or  a  greater  carnage,  foi  the  number  of  troops. 
None  of  the  blacks,  &,c.,  in  the  rear,  with  Captain  Leslie, 
advanced  further  than  the  bridge. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  victory  was 
complete,  and  that  most  of  their  dead  and  wounded,  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  were  carried  off  under  cover  of  their 
guns  from  the  fort.  We  buried  twelve  besides  the  Cptain, 
(him  with  all  the  military  honours  due  to  his  rank,)  and 
have  prisoners  Ijieutenant  Batut  and  sixteen  privates,  all 
wounded ;  thirty-five  stands  of  arms  and  accoutrements, 
three  officers'  fusils,  powder,  ball,  and  cartridges,  with  sun- 
dry other  things,  have  likewise  fallen  into  our  hands.  This 
was  a  second  Bunkcr^s  Hill  affair,  in  miniature,  with  this 
difference,  that  we  kept  our  post  and  had  only  one  man 
wounded  in  the  hand.* 


SAMUEL  TUCKER  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Trenton,  December  10,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  every  thing  you 
have  mentioned  in  your  several  letters,  and  now  must  refer 

•  From  officers  wlio  tiiivo  arrived  in  town  from  Colonel  Woodf&rtVa 
camp  since  tlie  battle  of  tlio  Great. Bridfre,  I  have,  I  thinlc,  collected 
a  more  particular  account  of  that  action  than  anj'  which  has  yet  boon 
couununicatcd  to  the  publiek.  You  will  therefore  oblige  me  by  pub- 
lisbing  it,  and  perhaps  aiford,  at  the  same  time,  no  disagreeable  enter, 
tainment  to  our  countrymen.  As  the  scene  of  action  is  but  little 
known  to  the  generality  of  people,  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  some 
description  of  it,  that  the  relation  may  bo  morT  clear  and  satisfactory. 
The  great  bridge  is  bnilt  over  what  is  called  the  Southern  Branch  of 
Elizabeth  river,  twelve  miles  above  Norfolk.  The  land  on  each  side 
is  marshy  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  river,  except  at  the  two 
extremities  of  the  bridge,  where  are  two  pieces  of  firm  land,  which 
may  not  improperly  be  called  islands,  being  surrounded  entirely  by 
water  and  marsh,  and  joined  to  the  main  land  by  causeways.  On  the 
little  piece  of  firm  ground  on  the  farther,  or  Norfolk  side,  Lord  Dun- 
more  had  erected  his  fort,  in  such  a  manner  that  his  cannon  command- 
ed the  causeway  on  his  own  side  and  tile  bridge  between  him  and  us, 
with  the  marshes  around  him.  The  island  on  this  side  of  the  river 
contained  six  or  seven  houses,  some  of  which  were  burnt  down  (the 
nearest  to  the  bridge)  by  the  enemy,  after  the  arrival  of  our  troops  ;  in 
Iho  otiiers,  adjoining  the  causeway  on  oacli  side,  were  stationed  a 
guard  every  night  by  Colonol  Woodford,  but  withdrawn  before  day, 
th  it  they  might  not  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  fort  in  re- 
crossing  the  causeway  to  onr  cinip,  this  causeway  being  also  com- 
manded by  their  cannon.  The  causeway  on  our  side  was  in  length 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  yards,  and  on  the  hither  extremity  our 
breastwork  was  thrown  up.  From  the  breastwork  ran  a  street,  gra. 
dually  ascending,  about  the  length  of  four  hundred  yards,  to  a  church, 
where  our  main  body  were  encamped.  The  great  trade  to  Norfolk  in 
shingles,  tar,  pitch,  and  turpentine,  from  the  country  back  of  this,  had 
occasioned  so  many  houses  to  ba  built  here,  whence  these  articles  w<ro 
conveyed  to  Norfolk  by  water.  But  this  by-the-by.  Such  is  the  nature 
of  the  place  as  described  to  me,  and  such  were  our  situation  and  that 
of  the  enemy.  On  Saturday,  the  9th  inst.,  ader  reveille  beating,  two 
or  three  great  guns  and  some  musketry  were  discharged  from  the  ene- 
my's fort,  which,  as  it  was  not  an  unusual  tiling,  was  but  little  re. 
garded  by  Colonel  Woodford.  However,  soon  afterwards  he  heard  a 
call  to  the  solilicrs  to  stand  to  their  arms  ;  upon  which,  with  all  expe- 
dition, he  made  the  proper  dispositions  to  receive  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  bridge,  fired  the  remaining 
houses  ujion  the  island,  and  some  large  piles  of  shingles,  and  attacked 
our  guard  in  the  breastwork.  Our  men  returned  the  fire,  and  throw 
thoni  into  some  confusion,  but  they  were  instanlly  rallied  by  a  Captain 
Fordyce,  and  advanced  along  the  causeway  with  groat  resolution, 
keeping  up  a  constant  and  heavy  fire  as  they  approached.  Two  fi?!d- 
piuccs,  which  had  been  brought  across  the  bridge  and  planted  on  the 
edge  of  the  island,  facing  the  left  of  our  breastwork,  played  briskly  at 
the  same  time  upon  us.  Lieutenant  Trams,  who  commanded  in  t!ia 
breastwork,  ordered  his  men  to  reserve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  came 
within  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  and  then  they  gave  it  to  them  with 
terrible  execution.     The  bravo  Furdijce  exerted  himself  to  keep  up  their 
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you  to  Colonel  Loiorey,  wlio  is  appointed  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  subsist  the  battalions  under  your  com- 
mand. Mr.  Fisher  received  from  me  two  thousand  five 
hundred,  being  one-half  of  the  five  thousand  dollars  to  be 
applied  towards  furnishing  arms  for  your  battalion.  I  hope 
we  shall  soon  have  Colonel  MuxwcWs  battalion  completely 
armed,  for  which  purpose  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  have  sent  to  the  several  County  Committees, 
entreating  their  assistance  in  procuring  the  Province  arms 
that  may  he  in  their  Counties. 

Our  Provincial  thirty  thousand  pounds  will  not  be  print- 
ed for  some  time  for  want  of  proper  paper,  which  is  now 
making  for  that  purpose;  and  if  it  was  now  ready,  the 
Commissioners  are  particularly  directed  in  what  manner  to 
apply  it  ;  and  I  find  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  are  of  opinion  they  have  no  power  to  apply  any  of 
the  Provincial  money  for  Continental  services. 

We  passed  a  law  in  the  House  of  Assembly  appointing 
barrack  masters  to  repair  the  several    barracks,  which  was 

condemned  or  d d  in  the  Council,  so  that  we  must  now 

do  as  well  as  we  can  with  them. 

You  no  doubt  will  have  seen,  ere  this  comes  to  hand, 
the  dispute  between  the  Governour  and  Council.  The 
House  of  Assembly  thought  it  most  for  the  publick  service 
to  avoid  all  disputes  at  this  critical  time. 

1  am,  with  tenders  of  service,  your  assured  friend  and 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  e  rn 

'  OAMUEL    iuCKER. 

P.  S.  I  expect  the  Commissioners  will  be  here  to-mor- 
row or  next  day. 

THOMAS  LOWKEY  TO  LORD  STIULINC. 

Trenton,  December  10,  1775. 

My  Loru  :  I  received  both  your  favours  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  note  the  contents.  I  saw  Mr.  Hancock,  Mr. 
Adams,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  sundry  others  of  the  mem- 
bers. 1  informed  them,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  having 
every  thing  done  that  you  wrote  to  them  about.  I  had 
great  hopes  something  would  be  done,  but  so  much  other 
business  on  their  hands  prevented  them  last  week.  All 
the  members  I  talked  with  promised  me  something  should 

spirits,  reminded  them  of  their  ancient  glory,  and,  waving  his  hat  over 
his  head,  encouragingly  loll  them  the  diiy  was  their  own.  Thus 
pressing  forward,  he  fell  within  filteen  steps  of  the  breastwork.  His 
v.ounds  were  many,  and  hisdeath  would  have  been  that  of  a  hero  had  ho 
met  it  in  abetter  cause.  The  progress  of  the  enemy  was  now  at  an  end  ; 
they  retreated  over  the  causeway  with  precipitation,  and  were  dread- 
fully galled  in  their  rear.  Hitherto,  on  our  side,  only  the  guard,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-five,  and  some  others,  upon  the  whole  amounting  to 
not  more  than  ninety,  had  boon  engaged.  Only  the  regulars  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment,  in  number  one  hundred  and  twenty,  had  ad. 
vanced  U[)on  the  causeway;  and  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  tories 
and  negroes  had,  after  crossing  the  bridge,  continued  upon  the  island. 
Tho  regulars,  after  retreating  along  the  causeway,  were  again  rallied 
by  Captain  Leslie,  and  the  two  fi:;ld-piecos  continued  to  play  upon  our 
men.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Colonel  Woodford  was  advancing  down 
the  street  to  tho  breastwork  with  the  main  body,  and  against  him  was 
now  directed  the  whole  fire  of  the  enemy.  Never  wore  cannon  better 
served;  but  yet,  in  the  face  of  them  and  the  musketry,  which  kept  up 
a  continual  blaze,  our  men  marched  on  with  tlio  utmost  intrepidity. 
Colonel  Stevens,  of  tho  Culpepper  battalion,  was  sent  round  to  the  left 
to  flink  the  en.-my,  which  was  done  witli  such  activity  and  spirit  tliat 
a  rout  immediately  ensued.  The  enemy  fled  into  their  fort,  leaving 
behind  them  the  two  field-pieces,  which,  however,  they  took  care  to 
spike  up  with  nails.  Many  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  flight,  but 
Colonel  Woodford  very  prudently  restrained  his  troops  from  urging 
their  pursuit  too  fir.  From  the  beginning  of  the  attack  till  the  re- 
pulse from  tho  breastwork,  might  be  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  minutes; 
till  the  total  defeat  upwards  of  half  an  hour.  It  is  said  that  some  of 
the  enemy  preferred  death  to  captivity,  from  a  fear  of  being  scalped, 
which  Lord  Diinmore  inhumanly  told  them  would  be  their  fate  should 
they  bo  token  alive.  TJiirty.one,  killed  and  wounded,  fell  into  our 
hands,  and  the  number  borne  off  was  much  greater.  Through  the 
wliole  of  tho  engagement,  every  odicer  and  folilior  bsliavod  with  the 
greatest  courage  and  calmness.  Tho  conduct  of  our  sentinels  I  can. 
not  pass  over  in  silence.  Before  they  quitted  tlieir  stations  they  fired 
at  least  three  rounds  as  tho  enemy  were  crossing  the  bridge,  and  one 
of  them,  who  was  posted  behind  some  sliingL-s,  kept  his  ground  till 
ho  had  fired  eight  times,  and,  after  receiving  a  whole  platoon,  made 
his  escape  over  the  causeway  into  our  breastwork.  The  scene  was 
closed  with  as  much  humanity  as  it  had  boon  conducted  with  bravery. 
Tho  work  of  death  being  over,  every  one's  attention  was  directed  to 
the  succour  of  the  unhappy  sufflrors,  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that 
Captain  Leslie  was  so  atfcctcd  with  the  tandorncss  of  our  troops  to. 
wards  those  wlio  were  yet  capable  of  assistance,  that  ho  gave  signs 
from  tho  fort  of  his  thankfulness  for  it.  What  is  not  to  be  paralleled 
in  history,  and  will  scarcely  appear  credible,  except  to  such  as  acknow- 
ledge a  Providence  over  human  affairs,  this  victory  was  gained  at  the 
expense  of  no  more  than  a  slight  wound  in  a  soldii  r's  liand  ;  and  one 
circumstance  which  renders  It  still  more  amazing,  is,  that  tho  field. 
pieces  raked  the  wliole  length  of  the  street,  and  absolutely  threw  dou- 
ble-headed shot  as  far  as  the  church,  and  afterwards,  as  our  troops 
approached,  cannonaded  them  heavily  with  grape-shot. — Va.  Gaz. 


be  done.  There  is  a  resolve  of  the  House  that  Mr.  Crane 
is  to  give  directions  to  you  for  getting  the  blankets.  He 
told  me  he  would  be  home  some  lime  this  week.  I  have 
been  with  Mr.  'Ihicker  about  the  barracks.  He  says  he 
will  call  the  Committee  soon  and  get  something  done.  I 
have  done  all  1  could  every  where,  and  with  every  one 
concerned,  to  forward  the  cause.  1  informed  them  of  the 
trouble  your  Lordship  and  myself  hath  had.  All  seemed 
pleased  with  what  we  have  done. 

Mr.  Crane  will  forward  the  articles  for  wear.  The 
commissions  for  the  sundry  persons  your  Lordship  wrote 
for,  will  be  filled  up  agreeably  to  your  desire.  1  did  not 
see  Colonel  Maxwell,  but  sent  him  your  letter  and  wrote  to 
him  myself.  Two  of  his  company  will  be  ready  to  march 
in  ten  days,  complete.  I  have  jjaid  off  B^alkcner's  com- 
pany ;  he  is  in  Burlington  barracks.  I  have  also  paid  off 
Captain  Shute,  of  iSalem,  and  Captain  Hoivell,  of  Cumber- 
land. They  will  be  at  Burlington  this  week,  but  in  no 
order  for  marching  ;  arms  and  blankets  are  wanting  ;  and 
I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Sussex  to  forward  Shaw's  and 
Scott's  companies,  and  intend  being  with  you  at  Eli- 
zabethtown,  on  Thursday  next  at  furthest.  Pray  be 
pleased  to  order  Meeker,  M'Mi/ers,  and  Piatt,  to  have  their 
muster-rolls,  &.c.,  in  good  order  and  readiness  that  I  may 
not  be  detained  when  1  come. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant, 

Thomas  Lowrey. 

CONANICUT  (rHODE-ISLANd)  PLUNDERED. 

Newport,  December  11,  1775. 

About  one  o'clock,  yesterday  morning,  the  bomb  brig, 
a  schooner,  and  two  or  three  armed  sloops,  left  this  har- 
bour, went  to  Conanicut,  and  landed  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred marines,  sailors,  and  negroes,  at  the  east  ferry,  marched 
in  three  divisions  immediately  over  to  the  west  ferry,  and 
set  the  several  houses  on  fire  which  were  near  the  ferry- 
place,  then  retreated  back,  setting  fire  to  almost  every 
house  on  each  side  the  road,  from  the  west  to  the  east 
ferry,  and  several  houses  and  barns  some  distance  on  the 
north  and  south  side  of  the  road,  driving  out  the  women 
and  children,  swearing  they  should  be  burnt  in  the  house  if 
they  did  not  instantly  turn  out. 

Widow  Ww// lost  one  house;  Joseph  Clarke,  Esq.,  two 
houses  and  one  barn ;  Thomas  Fowler,  one  house,  barn, 
and  crib  full  of  corn  ;  Benjamin  Ellery,  two  houses,  store, 
and  barn  ;  B.  Remington,  two  houses  ;  John  Gardner, 
Esq.,  one  house  and  tan-yard  ;  Thomas  Hutchinson,  one 
house;  Widow  Franklin,  two;  Abtl  Franklin,  one;  Be- 
nedict Robinson,  one.  All  the  above  houses  were  plun- 
dered of  beds,  wearing  apparel,  and  such  household  furni- 
ture as  could  be  conveniently  carried  off;  the  rest  were 
consumed.  Some  women,  we  are  told,  were  stripped  of 
some  of  their  best  clothes  they  had  on.  It  is  said  Captain 
H^allace  commanded  on  this  humane  expedition.  A  com- 
pany of  minute-men  had  left  Conanicut  the  evening  before  ; 
so  that  there  were  but  about  forty  or  fifty  soldiers  on  the 
Island,  most  of  whom  had  been  inlisted  but  a  few  days,  and 
arrived  there  but  the  evening  before  in  miserable  condition 
for  such  a  sudden  attack  ;  but,  notwithstanding,  it  is  said 
there  is  certainly  one  officer  of  n)arines  killed,  and  seven 
or  eight  badly  wounded.  There  was  not  one  Provincial 
either  killed  or  woimded,  except  Mr.  John  Martin,  who 
was  shot  in  his  belly,  standing  unarmed  in  his  door.  The 
above  vessels  brought  off  about  thirty  head  of  oxen  and 
cows,  a  few  sheep  and  hogs,  most  of  which  they  killed  be- 
fore they  took  them  on  board.  They  left  Conanicut  yes- 
terday, and  came  to  this  harbour  again  about  noon. 

The  above  houses  were  not  all  occupied  by  the  owners, 
but  each  had  at  least  one  family,  some  two.  , 


STEPHEN   MOYLAN  TO  VTILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  10,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  agreeable  favour  to  his  Excellency  came 
last  night  to  hand.  It  was  very  unlucky  that  the  Captain 
of  the  ship  threw  his  papers  overboard.  He  deserves  to 
be  severely  punislied,  if  it  is  true  that  this  was  done  after 
he  was  made  a  prize  of.  In  any  other  war  than  the  pre- 
sent, he  would  suffer  death  for  such  an  action  ;  but  we  must 
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show  him  and  such  as  fall  into  our  hands,  that  Americans 
are  humane  as  well  as  brave.  You  will  therefore,  sir,  treat 
the  prisoners  with  all  possible  tenderness.  There  are  on 
board  the  vessel  from  Antigua  two  gentlemen,  passengers, 
Mr.  John  Burke  and  Mr.  Gregory.  The  former  is 
strongly  recommended  to  our  good  friends  in  Boston; 
though  not  a  friend  to  American  liberty,  lie  still  has  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  ;  as  such,  it  is  tiie  General's  or- 
ders tiiat  he  be  treated.  The  other  was  on  board  a  man- 
of-war.  You  will  offer  these  gentlemen  a  parole  agreeably 
to  the  enclosed  sketch,  which  I  suppose  they  will  not  ob- 
ject to ;  if  they  should,  you  must  send  them  to  Head- 
quarters. 

The  captain  and  crews  of  both  vessels  had  best  remain 
with  you ;  and,  if  you  see  fit,  they  may  remain  on  board 
their  vessels  until  further  orders ;  but  do  not  run  the  least 
risk  of  their  doing  mischief  by  so  many  being  together.  If 
any  way  apprehensive  of  them,  let  them  be  sent  to  some 
inland  town  in  your  neighbourhood,  recommended  to  the 
care  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  wiio  must  provide  them 
with  necessaries,  for  which  they  will  be  paid.  Should 
they  be  disposed  of  in  this  last  way,  get  the  captains  to 
sign  the  paroles  for  themselves  and  their  crews,  a  copy  of 
which  you  will  transmit  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to 
whose  care  they  are  sent,  and  mention  to  the  Committee 
that  they  be  treated  with  humanity. 

There  are  limes,  lemons,  and  oranges  on  board,  which, 
being  perishable,  you  must  sell  immediately.  The  Gene- 
ral will  want  some  of  each,  as  well  as  of  tiie  sweetmeats 
and  pickles  tliat  are  on  board,  as  his  lady  will  be  here  to- 
day or  to-morrow.  You  will  please  to  pick  up  such  things 
on  board  as  you  think  will  be  acceptable  to  her,  and  send 
them  as  soon  as  possible ;  he  does  not  mean  to  receive  any 
thing  without  payment,  which  you  will  please  to  attend  to. 
The  General  is  informed  that  the  prizes  are  crowded  with 
people  from  shore,  as  well  as  those  belonging  to  the  armed 
schooner.  It  is  his  positive  command  that  no  person  be 
suffered  to  go  on  board  any  of  them,  the  officers  and  agents 
excepted,  that  embezzlements  be  particularly  guarded 
against.  If  any  shoidd  liappen,  the  agents  will  be  blamed 
and  held  accountable,  so  that  you  see  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing strict  in  enforcing  this  order.  Pray  when  are  you  to 
send  the  porter,  Sic?     We  want  it  much. 

*  '*'"'  ^^-^  Stephen  Moylan. 

To  fVilliam  Barllett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 


COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  CAPTAIN  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  10,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  this  day,  to  which  refer.  The  cargo 
by  the  two  prizes  to  be  laid  up  in  a  secure  place  if  you 
think  the  vessels  are  not  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  Cap- 
tain Adams  will  deliver  you  this.  He  says  he  will  take  a 
cruise  while  the  sails,  which  he  thinks  absolutely  neces- 
sary, are  making.  You  will  please  to  let  such  sails  as  he 
wants  be  put  in  hands  immediately,  as  we  cannot  have  two 
many  armed  vessels  out.  Give  him  every  assistance  in 
your  power.  He  wants  to  change  his  swivels  and  some  of 
his  guns.     Dear  sir,  indulge  him,  and  let  him  proceed  to 

sea.     I  am,  sir,  yours,  8tc.,  ^  \i 

>      '  '        '        '  Stephen  Moylan. 

To  William  Bartleit,  Esq.,  Beverly. 
'.> 

'      GENERAL  GREENE  TO  GOVERNOUR  WARD. 

Proipect-Hill,   December  10,  1775. 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  to  you  that  the  troops  inlisted 
■very  slowly  in  general ;  I  was  in  hopes  then  that  ours  would 
not  have  deserted  the  cause  of  their  country,  but  they  seem 
to  be  so  sick  of  this  vv'ay  of  life,  and  so  home-sick,  that  I 
fear  the  greater  part,  and  the  best  of  the  troops  from  our 
Colony,  will  go  home.  The  Connecticut  troops  are  going 
home  in  shoals  this  day.  Five  thousand  of  the  militia, 
three  from  this  Province,  and  two  from  Hampshire,  are 
called  in  to  take  their  place.  There  is  a  great  defection 
among  their  (the  Connecticut)  troops,  but  from  the  spirit 
and  resolution  of  the  people  of  that  Province  I  make  no 
doubt  they  will  furnish  their  proportion  without  delay. 
New- Hampshire  behaves  nobly  ;  tlieir  troops  engage  cheer- 
(ully.     The  rejgiment.raisodin  the  Colony  of  iJAorfe-Zs/anrf 


has  hurt  our  recruiting  amazingly;  they  are  fond  of  serving 
in  the  army  at  home,  and  each  feels  a  desire  to  protect  his 
own  family. 

I  harangued  the  troops  yesterday;  I  hope  it  had  some 
effect ;  they  appear  of  a  better  disposition  to-day  ;  some 
have  inlisted,  and  others  discover  a  complying  temper.  I 
leave  nothing  undone  or  unsaid  that  will  promote  the  re- 
cruiting service.  But  I  fear  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island 
is  upon  the  decline.  There  have  been,  and  now  are,  some 
unhappy  disputes  subsisting  between  the  town  and  country 
interest,  and  some  wretciies,  for  the  sake  of  a  present  po- 
pularity, are  endeavouring  to  widen  the  breach,  to  build  up 
their  own  consequence,  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin  of  the 
publick  interest.  God  grant  that  they  may  meet  with  the 
disgrace  they  deserve. 

This  Province  begins  to  exert  itself;  the  General  Court 
has  undertaken  to  provide  for  the  army,  wood,  &.c.  Their 
troops  begin  now  to  inlist  very  fast.  They  are  zealous  in 
the  country  to  engage  in  the  service. 

I  sent  home  some  recruiting  officers,  but  they  got  scarcely 
a  man,  and  report  that  there  are  none  to  be  had  there.  No 
publick  spirit  prevails;  I  wish  you  and  your  colleague  were 
at  iiome  a  few  days  to  spirit  up  the  people.  Newport,  I 
believe,  from  the  best  intelligence  I  can  get,  is  determined 
to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  this  winter,  and  in  the  spring 
join  the  strongest  party.  I  feel  for  the  honour  of  the 
Colony,  which  I  think  in  a  fair  way,  from  the  conduct  of 
the  people  at  home  and  the  troops  abroad,  to  receive  a 
wound.  It  mortifies  me  to  death  that  our  Colony  and  troops 
should  be  a  whit  behind  the  neighbouring  Governments  in 
private  virtue  or  publick  spirit. 

I  have  been  strengthening  this  Hill,  in  order  that  if  the 
soldiery  should  not  engage  as  cheerfully  as  we  expected,  I 
mijiht  be  able  to  defend  it  with  a  less  number. 


ADDRESS  or  THE  PROVOST,  ETC.,  OF  THE  BURGH  OF  WICK. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Wick,  in  Council  assembled,  pre- 
sented to  His  Majesty  by  John  Sinclair,  Esq. 

Unto  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Common  Council  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Wick,  in 
Council  assembled. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign:  We,  your  Majesty's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  - 
Common  Council  of  the  Royal  Burgh  of  Wick,  for  our- 
selves, and  in  behalf  of  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  Burgh, 
beg  leave  most  humbly  to  approach  your  Majesty  with  the 
genuine  sentiments  of  hearts  full  of  loyalty  and  affection  to 
the  best  of  Kings,  and  flowing  with  gratitude  for  the  in- 
valuable blessings  and  privileges  which  we  enjoy  under  a 
mild  and  constitutional  Government. 

We  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  your  Majesty,  to  your 
Parliament,  and  to  our  country,  did  we  not  declare  to  the 
world  our  hearty  disapprobation  and  abhorrence  of  the  re- 
bellious conduct  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  and  of 
the  seditious  spirit  of  a  discontented  faction  at  home,  whom 
we  consider  as  the  worst  enemies  of  their  country,  and  the 
corrupted  fountain  whence  the  present  evils  have  sprung. 
We  always  understood  that  the  acts  of  the  Supreme  Legis- 
lature of  this  Kingdom  should  extend,  with  equal  force,  to 
every  part  of  your  Majesty's  extensive  dominions  ;  we  must 
therefore  consider  every  attempt  to  oppose  that  power  as 
repugnant  to  the  British  Constitution.  And  when  we  re- 
flect with  what  daring  insolence  and  contempt  tlie  autho- 
rity of  the  laws  has  been  repeatedly  set  at  defiance  by  the 
Americans,  we  can  no  longer  withhold  our  unanimous 
assent  to  the  vigorous  exertion  of  such  measures  as  will 
force  these  deluded  people  to  submit  to  a  constitutional 
dependance  upon  your  Majesty's  Government.  And  at  the 
same  time  we  do  assure  your  Majesty  that,  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  we  are  ready  to  contribute  to  the  due  execu- 
tion of  such  necessary  and  indispensable  measures. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  by  our 
Provost ;  and  the  common  seal  of  the  Burgh  is  hereto  ap- 
pended, at  Wick,  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

James  Sinclair,  Provost. 
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COLONEL    WOODFOHD     TO    EDMUND    PENDLETON. 

Great-Bridge,  December  10,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  must  apologize  for  the  hurry  in  which  I  wrote  you 
yesterday ;  since  wliich  nothing  of  moment  has  hajipened, 
but  the  abandoning  of  tiie  fort  by  the  enemy.  VVe  have 
taken  possession  of  it  this  morning,  and  found  therein  the 
stores  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  list,  to  wit :  7  guns,  four  of 
them  sorry  ;  1  bayonet ;  29  spades  ;  2  shovels ;  6  cannon ; 
a  few  shot;  some  bedding;  a  part  of  a  hogshead  of  rum; 
two  or  more  barrels,  the  contents  unknown,  but  supposed 
to  be  rum ;  2  barrels  of  bread  ;  about  20  quarters  of  beef; 
half  a  box  of  candles;  4  or  5  dozen  quart  bottles;  4  or  5 
iron  pots  ;  a  few  axes,  and  old  lumber.  The  spikes,  I  find, 
cannot  be  got  out  of  the  cannon  without  drilling.  From 
the  vast  effusion  of  blood  on  the  bridge,  and  in  the  fort, 
from  the  account  from  the  sentries,  who  saw  many  bodies 
carried  out  of  the  fort  to  be  interred,  and  other  circumstan- 
ces, I  conceive  their  loss  to  be  much  greater  than  I  thought 
it  yesterday,  and  the  victory  to  be  complete.  I  have  re- 
ceived no  late  information  from  Norfolk  or  Princess-Ann, 
nor  yet  fixed  on  a  plan  for  improving  this  advantage.  I 
have  despatched  scouting  parties,  and  from  their  intelli- 
gence 1  shall  regulate  my  future  operations. 

Enclosed  is  an  inventory  of  the  arms,  &c.,  taken  yester- 
day, to  wit :  2  silver-mounted  fusils,  with  bayonets ;  1 
steel  do.,  without  bayonet ;  24  well  fixed  muskets,  with 
bayonets;  6  muskets, without  bayonets;  28cartouch  boxes 
and  pouches;  3  silver  mounted  cartouch  boxes;  2 cannon 
do. ;  26  bayonet  belts  ;  27  caps  ;  2  hats  ;  one  barrel  with 
powder  and  cartridges ;  1  silk  handkerchief,  with  linen  in  it ; 
2  watches;  cash  I2s.  6d.;  1  pair  gloves;  4  stocks  and 
buckles ;  1  pair  silver  shoe  buckles ;  3  pair  silver  knee- 
buckles;  2  snuffboxes;  10  knives;  1  barrel  with  ball  and 
oakum;  12  coats;  12  waistcoats;  11  pair  shoes;  12  pair 
of  gaiters;  1  pair  of  breeches ;  1  shirt;  1  pair  of  stockings; 
a  parcel  of  old  knee-buckles;  a  parcel  of  old  buttons;  and 
a  black  handkerchief.  The  arms  I  shall  retain  for  the  use 
of  the  army  ;  the  other  articles  I  shall  dispose  of  at  vendue, 
and  apply  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  in  such  manner 
as  the  Convention  shall  be  pleased  to  direct. 

Lieutenant  Batut,  having  an  inclination  to  inform  the 
King's  troops  of  the  humane  treatment  he  has  met  with 
here,  I  despatched  Ensign  Hoomes,  with  a  flag  of  truce, 
who  returned  with  the  enclosed  answer  from  the  comman- 
der of  the  fort,  viz : 

"  Captain  Leslie  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Batut, 

and  returns  Col.  Woodford  his  sincere  thanks  for  his  kind 
treatment  of  the  prisoners.  He  is  happy  Mr.  Batut's 
wounds  are  so  slight ;  but  is  extremely  sorry  for  the  loss  of 
poor  Fordyce." 

The  unfortunate  Captain  Fordyce  was  a  captain  of  the 
Grenadiers,  of  the  Fourteenth  regiment ;  most  of  the  soldiers 
were  Grenadiers  of  that  regiment.  As  the  Captain  was  a 
gallant  and  brave  officer,  I  promised  to  inter  him  with  all  the 
military  honours  due  to  his  great  merits ;  which  I  hope  will 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  honourable  Convention. 

About  two  hundred  and  fifty  Carolina  men  are  arrived, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Vail.  They  are  composed  of 
regulars,  minute-men,  militia,  and  volunteers,  and  have 
brought  with  them  six  cannon.  I  have  received  no  certain 
account  of  Col.  Howe  ;  where  he  is,  what  number  of  force 
he  commands,  how  armed  and  provided,  or  where  or  when 
he  intends  to  join  me. 

1  shall  pay  a  due  regard  to  the  reinforcements  you  men- 
tion, and  the  establishment  of  the  posts.  I  am  just  inform- 
ed, by  Lieutenant  Batut,  that  a  servant  of  Major  Marshall, 
who  was  in  the  party  with  Colonel  Scott,  and  deserted,  in- 
formed Lord  Dunmore  that  not  more  than  three  hundred 
shirt-men  were  here  ;  that  imprudent  man  caught  at  the 
bait,  and  despatched  Captain  Leslie,  with  all  the  regulars, 
who  arrived  at  the  fort  about  four  in  the  morning. 

I  have  enclosed  the  honourable  Convention  a  general  re- 
turn of  the  forces  under  my  command  ;  also  a  list  of  sick 
and  wounded.  It  is  my  wish  to  receive  orders  for  what  is 
to  be  done  with  the  wounded  prisoners,  when  able  to  tra- 
vel. I  recollect  nothing  more  to  add  at  present,  than  that 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Woodford. 

To  Edmund  Pendleton,  President  of  the  Convention. 


PARLIAMENTARY  POST  PROHIBITED. 

In  Provincial  Convention,  Annnpolis, 
December  11,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  Parliamentary  Post  be  not  permit- 
ted or  suffered  to  travel  in  or  pass  through  this  Province, 
witli  any  mail,  packages,  or  letters;  and  the  several  Com- 
mittees of  Observation  are  requested  and  directed  to  see 
this  resolution  strictly  observed  and  executed. 

Resolved,  That  no  boat  or  other  vessel  belonging  to  this 
Province,  go  out  of  this  Province  without  a  license  in  wri- 
ting from  this  Convention,  the  Council  of  Safety  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  or  from  some  Committee  of  Observation, 
in  which  the  particular  place  such  boat  or  vessel  shall  bo 
designed  to  go  to,  shall  be  expressed  in  all  licenses  granted 
by  the  Committees  of  Observation.  And  if  any  such 
boat  or  vessel  shall  be  navigated  beyond  the  limits  of  this 
Province,  without  such  license,  or  if,  after  having  obtained 
such  license,  the  shipper  thereof  shall,  without  absolute 
and  inevitable  necessity,  go  to,  or  toucli  at  any  place  out 
of  this  Province  other  than  mentioned  in  such  license,  or 
shall  carry  any  person  or  letter,  of  which  he  shall  not  give 
previous  notice  to  such  Committee,  or  shall  bring  back  any 
person  or  letter,  of  which  he  shall  not  give  previous  notice 
to  such  Committee,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  his  return, 
such  shipper,  and  all  other  persons  accessory  to  such  mis- 
behaviour, may  be  punished  by  imprisonment ;  but  it  is 
understood  that  this  Resolution  is  not  to  prohibit  the  cross- 
ing Potomack,  although  the  boats  or  vessels  employed  or 
used,  therefore,  should  go  up  the  creeks,  or  arms  of  the 
Potomack  river,  making  into  Virginia,  or  to  prohibit  the 
passing  and  repassing  at  the  Ferry  on  Pocomoke  river. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  CONWAY  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Perth.Amboy,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands  of 
the  5th  inst.,  I  received  of  Isaac  Monnel,  Esq.,  the  beds, 
blankets,  &ic.,  belonging  to  the  barracks  here,  and  tender- 
ed him  a  receipt  for  them,  which,  for  particular  reasons,  he 
refused.  I  also  had  a  sufficient  number  of  rooms  cleaned, 
and  provided  fire-wood  and  provision  to  supply  my  com- 
pany several  days,  which  this  day  marched  here,  and  quar- 
tered in  the  barracks,  though  not  without  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  owing  to  the  unwillingness  of  them  to  leave  Bruns- 
wick, and  several  other  trivial  reasons. 

1  have  now  in  confinement  three  privates,  sentinels, 
two  of  them  for  desertion  and  abuse  of  their  officers,  the 
other,  for  striking  a  sergeant,  and  deserting  a  party  on  du- 
ty of  fatigue.  As  I  think  it  time  to  carry  some  command, 
and  use  a  little  severity,  I  beg  your  Lordship's  permission 
to  call  a  regimental  court-martial  to  try  them,  as  making 
an  example  of  one  or  more  of  them  will  certainly  deter 
others  from  the  like. 

Messrs.  Poioell  and  Rose,  who  accompanied  me  here, 
with  their  fife  and  drum,  will  wait  on  your  Lordship  with 
this,  and  will  be  proud  of  serving  your  Lordship,  as  fife 
and  drum-major  to  the  regiment ;  their  business  is  to  treat 
and  agree  with  your  Lordship  on  that  matter.  I  there- 
fore recommend  them  to  your  Lordship  a.s  two  valuable 
men  in  that  capacity,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  them 
appointed  on  reasonable  terms,  which  I  believe  they  are 
willing  to  accept. 

I  hope  your  Lordship's  good  nature  will  excuse  any  im- 
propriety of  style,  particularly  the  badness  of  the  writing,  as 
I  cannot  use  my  thumb,  which  I  offer  as  a  reason  for  not 
sending  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  my  last  orders. 

As  the  barrack  chimneys  are  very  foul  and  dangerous,  I 
have  got  a  boy  from  York,  to  have  them  swept  to-morrow 
morning,  (such  as  will  be  now  used.)  There  is  also  some 
repairs  of  glazing,  carpenter's  work,  and  mending  the  wood- 
yard  fence,  wanting  to  be  done,  which,  if  your  Lordship  is 
pleased  to  order,  I  will  see  executed  immediately. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being,  with  gr^t  respect,  my  Lord, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Conway. 
Lord  Stirling.  -  < 

P.  S.  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  Lordship's  orders  respect- 
ing the  above  matters,  or  any  further  service,  as  soon  as 
may  be  pleased  to  direct ;  to  be  left  at  Captain  Dawson's, 
at  Woodbridge,  or  Gershom  Lottos,  in  Amboy, 
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CAPTAIN  JOSEPH  MORRIS  TO  LORD   STIRLING. 

Hanover,  December  11,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  not  seen  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds 
since  I  left  Eiizabelhtown.  Have  not  money  to  buy  arms, 
one  equal  half  of  my  company  have  none;  nor  have  1  re- 
ceived the  cloth  for  the  soldiers  ;  have  sent  Mr.  Broivn,  my 
Second  Lieutenant,  to  town  after  it,  and  to  wait  on  your 
Lordship  for  orders.  I  understand  by  Major  Dc  Hart  that 
my  son's  commission  is  not  come.  If  it  should  be  thought 
proper  by  your  Lordship,  I  would  wait  on  Mr.  Tucker  for 
it.  My  Lord,  there  is  nearly  one-half  my  company  in 
the  old  uniform,  (and  likewise  Captain  Howell's,)  and 
seem  very  much  opposed  to  altering  it,  as  they  have  red 
waistcoats,  and  not  able  to  get  white. 

I  am  with  great  esteem,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  t  nt 

'  Joseph  Morris. 

To  Lord  Stirling. 

COMMITTEE  OF  BARNARd's  TOWNSHIP,  NEW-JERSEY. 

Committee  of  Barnard's  Township,  New-Jersey,  } 
December  11,  1775.       \ 

Whereas  Nathaniel  Haten,  of  the  Township  of  Bar- 
nard, in  the  County  of  Somerset,  and  Province  of  New- 
Jersey,  was  brought  before  the  Commitlee  of  said  town- 
ship as  being  suspected  of  being  an  enemy  to  the  liberties 
oi  America,  and  upon  examination,  it  appears  to  us,  the 
said  Committee,  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Haten  is  an  ene- 
my to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  all  persons  are  hereby 
desired  to  lake  notice,  and  have  no  more  dealings  or  com- 
merce with  the  said  Nathaniel  Haten,  otherwise  they  will 
expose  themselves  to  the  resentment  of  the  friends  of 
American  liberty,  and  will  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Henry  Alward,  Chairman. 


ISAAC  NICOLL  TO  JOHN   McKESSON. 

Goshen,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir:  Some  time  ago  there  was  application  made  to 
Congress  for  commissions  for  Goshen  Minute  Company,  of 
which  Moses  Hetjield  was  chosen  Captain ;  but  there  are 
no  commissions  yet  to  hand,  which  makes  some  uneasiness 
in  the  company,  as  they  are  ordered  to  go  to  the  Battery  in 
the  Highlands  to  relieve  Captain  Wisnor's  company,  the 
27th  of  this  instant.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send 
the  commissions  by  the  post. 

From  your  humble  servant,  Isaac  Nicoll. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  at  New- York. 


escape.    The  charges  of  their  unprisonment  will  be  at  the 
Continental  expense. 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 


GOVERNOUR  C00K.E  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir:  1  do  myself  the  honour  to  address  this  letter  to 
you  by  Mr.  Penet,  and  another  French  gentleman,  who 
arrived  here  last  night,  in  Captain  Rhodes,  from  Cape 
Frangois,  who  was  despatched  some  time  since  from  this 
place  for  powder.  Mr.  Penet  comes  extremely  well  re- 
commended to  our  Committee  for  providing  powder  from  a 
merchant  of  character  at  the  Cape.  He  hath  proposals  to 
make  for  supplying  the  United  Colonies  with  arms  and 
warlike  stores.  I  am  informed  that  the  other  gentleman  is 
a  person  of  some  consecjuence.  I  beg  leave  to  introduce 
them  to  your  Excellency,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with 
great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  General  fVashington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SYMSBURY. 

Cambridge,  December  11,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  prisoners  which  will  be  delivered  you 
with  thi>,  having  been  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  deemed 
to  be  such  flagrant  and  atrocious  villains  that  they  cannot 
by  any  means  he  set  at  large  or  confined  in  any  place  near 
this  camp,  were  sentenced  to  be  sent  to  Symsbury,  in  Con- 
necticut. You  vs'ill  therefore  be  pleased  to  have  them  se- 
cured in  your  jail,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  to  you  shall 
seem  necessary,  so  that  they  cannot  possibly  make  their 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  WARD. 

Cambridge,  December  11,  1775. 

Sib:  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  enclose  to 
your  care  the  letter  which  you  will  herewith  receive  for  the 
Committee  at  Symsbury.  Should  there  be  any  of  the 
Connecticut  troops  at  Roxbury,  which  are  going  that  way, 
and  wiih  whom  the  prisoners  can  be  trusted,  you  will  get 
them  to  take  charge  of  them,  as  it  will  save  some  expense  ; 
but  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  the  least  risk 
of  their  getting  away ,  you  will  send  them  off  under  a  proper 
guard,  wiih  a  copy  of  their  sentence  for  the  Committee. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &ic., 

R.  H.  Harrison,  A.  D.  C. 
To  Major-General  Ward. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  THOMAS  CRAFTS. 

Cambridge,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  in- 
form you  that  the  Majority  in  the  regiment  of  artillery  is 
now  vacant,  and  that  he  would  wish  you  to  fill  it  in  prefer- 
ence to  any  other  person.  You  will  please  to  signify  to 
him  whether  you  incline  to  accept  it,  as  soon  as  you  con- 
veniently can. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Harrison,  A.  D.  C. 

To  Thomas  Crafts,  Jun.,  Esq. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  your  Excellency  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  this  town, 
where  they  set  forth  the  situation  of  it  in  a  very  clear  light, 
and  pray  your  Excellency  would  hear  and  answer  the  same, 
if  you  in  your  great  wisdom  think  it  necessary. 

Those  valuable  prizes,  brought  in  here,  are  much  ex- 
posed, as  we  have  nothing  to  defend  them  with.  Our  har- 
bour is  as  safe  as  any  can  be,  where  there  is  water  sulHcient 
to  bring  in  such  vessels.  Our  forts  and  breastworks,  built 
at  the  town's  expense,  would  not  only  protect  the  prizes, 
but  the  town,  if  we  had  guns  and  ammunition  to  put  in 
them.  Therefore,  pray  your  Excellency  would  hear  the 
petition  not  only  for  the  relief  of  the  town,  but  to  preserve 
that  interest  now  belonging  to  the  Continent. 

And  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Bartlett. 
To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Beverly,  December  11, 1775. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  The  petition  of  us, 
the  subscribers,  humbly  showeth  :  That  as  the  high  hand  of 
Ministerial  cruelty  hath  brought  us  into  a  most  unnatural 
war  with  our  mother  country,  by  which  means  the  town  of 
Beverly  is  much  exposed  to  their  most  unnatural,  savage- 
like cruelty,  (the  town  lying  more  than  four  miles  on  the 
sea-coast,  and  a  great  part  of  that  way  convenient  for  land- 
ing,) the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  have  thrown  up  breast- 
works in  several  of  the  most  advantageous  places  within 
the  same,  and  have  no  cannon  or  ammunition,  or  next  akin 
to  none,  to  support  them  with.  And  what  renders  us  more 
obnoxious  to  their  most  unnatural  cruelty  and  vengeance  is, 
that  the  Continental  privateers,  and  others,  make  this  har- 
bour their  place  of  rendezvous,  and  have  of  late  brought 
into  this  haibour  a  number  of  very  valuable  prizes,  which 
we  think  are  very  much  exposed  to  the  enemy,  as  also  the 
town  in  general.  Therefore,  your  petitioners  humbly  pray 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
us  some  relief  under  our  most  difficult  and  distressed  cir- 
cumstances, and  let  us  have,  if  you  in  your  wisdom  think 
best,  two  nine-pounders,  or  one  twelve-pounder,  with  a 
suitable  quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  same;  and  those 
two  six-pounders  and  a  half  barrel  of  powder,  and  about 
twenty  balls,  on  board  of  the  ship  Jenny,  and  those  two 
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small  pieces  of  cannon  brought  in  on  board  the  brig  Hannah, 
together  with  a  half  barrel  of  powder  said  to  be  on  board, 
(which  vessels  were  brought  into  this  harbour  by  Captain 
Manly,)  and  also  for  some  shot  for  the  abovesaid  small 
cannon,  whicli  will,  we  think,  contribute  much  to  the  safety 
of  the  interest  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  also  of  this  town 
in  particular,  and  will  be  gratefully  received  by  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  servants, 

Caleb  Dodge,   Nathan  Leech, 
Joseph  Rea,       Livermoke  Whittredge, 
Joseph  Wood, 

Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Beverly. 
To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 


P.  S.  The  weekly  returns  of  inlistments  not  being  yet 
received  for  more  than  ten  regimenis,  amounting  to  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-five  men,  I  cannot  fill  up  the  blank  in 
this  letter;  but  this,  added  to  the  former,  makes,  in  the 
whole,  five  thousand  two  Irundred  and  fifty-three. 


general  WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  19,  1775.] 

Cambridge,  December  11,  1775. 

Sir:  Captain  Manly,  of  the  Lee,  armed  schooner,  has 
taken  and  sent  into  Beverly  two  prizes  since  I  last  wrote  to 
you,  which  was  the  7th  instant.  One  of  them  is  the  ship 
Jenny,  Captain  Forster,  who  left  London  late  in  October. 
He  has  very  unfortunately  thrown  all  his  papers  overboard  ; 
is  not  yet  arrived  at  camp ;  if  he  does  before  1  close  this, 
I  will  let  you  know  what  information  I  get  from  hira.  His 
vessel  is  loaded  with  coal  and  porter  ;  of  the  latter,  about 
one  hundred  butts.  The  other  is  a  brigantine  from  Anti- 
gua, called  the  Little  Hannah,  Robert  -^t/oms  master.  Her 
cargo  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  hogsheads  of 
rum,  one  hundred  cases  o(  Geneva,  and  some  other  triflinir 
articles.  Both  cargoes  were  designed  for  the  use  of  the 
»rmy  and  navy  at  Boston.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  con- 
gratulating you  on  this  success. 

The  numbers  inlisted  last  week  are 

men.  1(  they  go  on  at  this  slow  rate,  it  will  be  a  long 
time  before  this  army  is  complete.  I  have  wrote  to  the 
Governours  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  also  to  the 
Convention  o(  New-Hampshire,  on  this  subject.  A  copy 
of  my  letter  to  them  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  here- 
with ;  a  letter  to  the  same  purport  I  sent  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  Province. 

The  militia  are  coming  in  fast.  I  am  much  pleased  with 
the  alacrity  which  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  as  well 
as  those  o( New- Hampshire,  have  shown  upon  this  occasion. 
I  expect  the  whole  will  he  in  this  day  and  to-morrow,  when 
what  remains  of  the  Connecticut  gentry,  who  have  not  in- 
listed,  will  have  liberty  to  go  to  their  fire-sides. 

The  Commissary-General  is  still,  by  his  indisposition, 
detained  from  camp.  He  committed  an  error  when  making 
out  the  ration  list ;  for  he  was  then  serving  out,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  to  do,  six  ounces,  per  man  per  week,  of  butter, 
though  it  is  not  included  in  the  list  approved  of  by  Con- 
gress. I  do  not  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  put  a  stop 
thereto,  as  every  thing  that  would  have  a  tendency  to  give 
the  soldiery  room  for  complaint,  must  be  avoided. 

The  information  I  received,  that  the  enemy  intended 
spreading  the  small-pox  amongst  us,  I  could  not  suppose 
them  capable  of.  I  now  must  give  some  credit  to  it,  as  it 
has  made  its  appearance  on  several  of  those  who  last  came 
out  of  Boston.  Every  necessary  precaution  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  its  being  communicated  to  this  army,  and  the 
General  Court  will  take  care  that  it  does  not  spread  through 
the  country. 

1  have  not  heard  that  any  more  troops  are  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton, which  is  a  lucky  circumstance,  as  the  Connecticut  troops, 
1  now  find,  are  for  the  most  part  gone  off.  The  houses  in 
Boston  are  lessening  every  day.  They  are  pulled  down 
either  for  fire-wood,  or  to  prevent  the  eftects  of  fire,  should 
we  attempt  a  bombardment,  or  an  attack  upon  the  town. 
Cobble-Hill  is  strongly  fortified,  without  any  interruption 
from  the  enemy.  Colonel  Enos  has  been  tried  and  ac- 
quitted. Upon  what  principle,  you  will  see  by  the  pro- 
cess of  his  trial,  which  I  now  send  you.  As  the  time  of 
Colonel  Enos's  engagement  was  near  expired,  a  doubt 
arose  whether  he  could  then  be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 
This  it  was  which  occasioned  his  trial  to  come  on  before 
Colonel  Arnold's  evidence  could  be  had. 

This  is  what  at  present  occurs  from,  sir,  your  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant, 


George  Washington. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  December  5,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  of  late  met  with  abundant  reason  to  con- 
vince me  of  the  impracticability  of  recruiting  this  army  to 
the  new  establishment,  in  any  reasonable  time,  by  voluntary 
inlistments.  The  causes  of  such  exceeding  great  backward- 
ness I  shall  not  undertake  to  point  out;  sufficient  it  is  to 
know  that  the  fact  is  so.  Many  reasons  are  assigned ;  one 
only  I  shall  mention,  and  that  is,  that  the  present  soldiery 
are  in  expectation  of  drawing  from  the  landed  interest  and 
farmers  a  bounty  equal  to  the  allowance  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  army,  and  therefore  they  play  off.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  not  a  time  for  tri- 
fling, and  that  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  calls  aloud  for 
vigorous  exertions. 

By  sad  experience  it  is  found  that  the  Connecticut  troops 
have  deserted,  and  are  about  to  desert  the  noble  cause  we 
are  engaged  in  ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that 
the  forces  of  Neio- Hampshire,  this  Government,  or  Rhode- 
Island,  will  give  stronger  proofs  of  their  attachment  to  it, 
vyhen  the  period  arrives  when  they  may  claim  their  dismis- 
sion. For  after  every  stimulus  in  my  power  has  been 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  near  a  month's  close  endeavour, 
we  have  inlisted  but  about  five  thousand  men  ;  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  which  are  to  be  absent  at  a  time  on  furlough,  until 
all  have  gone  home,  in  order  to  visit  and  provide  for  their 
families.  Five  thousand  militia,  from  this  Government  and 
the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  are  ordered  to  be  at  this 
place  by  the  lOtli  instant,  to  relieve  the  Connecticut  regi- 
ments, and  supply  the  deficiency  which  will  be  occasioned 
by  their  departure,  and  of  those  on  furlough.  These  men, 
1  am  told  by  officers  who  have  been  eye-witnesses  to  their 
behaviour,  are  not  to  be  depended  upon  for  more  than  a 
few  days,  as  they  soon  get  tired,  grow  impatient,  ungovern- 
able, and  of  course  leave  the  service.  What  will  be  the 
consequence,  if  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  is  to  be  com- 
posed of  such  men  1  Upon  the  new  establishment,  twenty- 
six  regiments  were  ordered  to  be  raised,  besides  those  of 
tlie  artillery  and  riflemen.  Of  these,  New-Hampshire  has 
three,  Massachusetts  sixteen,  Rhode-Island  two,  and  Con- 
necticut five.  A  mode  of  appointing  the  officers  was  also 
recommended,  and  as  strictly  adhered  to  as  circumstances 
would  admit  of.  These  oflicers  are  now  recruitin"',  with 
the  success  1  have  mentioned. 

Thus,  sir,  have  I  given  you  a  true  and  impartial  state  of 
our  situation,  and  submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  your  and  the 
other  three  New-England  Colonies,  whether  some  vigorous 
measures,  if  the  powers  of  Government  are  adequate,  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  this  army, 
without  offering  a  bounty  from  the  publick,  which  Congress 
have  declared  against,  thinking  the  terms,  exclusive  theie- 
of,  greater  than  soldiers  ever  had.  I  have  laid  the  matter 
before  Congress  by  this  conveyance  ;  but  the  critical  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  will  not  await  their  deliberation  and  re- 
commendation. Something  must  be  done  without  further 
delay. 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour,  &c. 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Court- Martial  of  the  line,  held 
at  Head- (Quarters,  Cambridge,  by  order  of  his  Excel- 
lency George  Washjugto^, Esq., Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  December  1, 
1775. 

Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  President ;  Colonel  Bridge, 
Colonel  Sargent,  Colonel  Greaton,  Lieut.  Colonel  Cleave- 
land,  Lieut.  Colonel  March,  Lieut.  Colonel  Read,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Brewer,  Lieut.  Colonel  Vose,  Major  Poor,  Major 
(food,  Major  ffoods.  Major  Johnson. 

William  Tudor,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Court,  being  duly  sworn,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos,  of  the  Twenty-second   Regi- 
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merit,  under  an  arrest  for  leaving  the  detachment  under 
Colonel  Arnold,  and  returning  home  without  permission 
from  his  commanding  officer. 

Colonel  Enos,  being  arraigned  on  the  above  charge,  says, 
that  true  it  is  he  did  return  without  permission  from  Colonel 
Arnold,  his  commanding  officer,  but  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  were  such  as  obliged  him  so  to  do.  In  justifi- 
cation of  his  conduct,  the  Colonel  begged  leave  to  produce 
the  following  evidences,  who  were  accordingly  admitted 
and  sworn,  viz : 

Captain  ffilliams  deposes :  At  the  Great  Carrying-place, 
I  heard  the  men  ahead  of  us  were  in  great  want  of  provi- 
sions. About  two-thirds  across  the  Great  Carrying-place, 
1  met  Major  Bigelow  coming  back  with  ninety-five  men, 
who  said  they  wanted  provisions.  I  dealt  out  to  them  a 
barrel  of  pork,  and  one  of  flour.  I  delivered  Major  Bige- 
low six  barrels  more  of  provisions.  We  proceeded  for- 
ward, and  met  several  parties  returning  home,  and  we 
had  orders  to  supply  them  with  provisions  to  reach  the 
English  settlements.  When  I  came  up  with  Colonel  Enos, 
I  was  informed  there  had  been  a  council  of  war,  and  that 
it  was  settled  that,  for  want  of  provision,  the  whole  detach- 
ment under  Colonel  Enos  should  return.  Colonel  Enos 
proposed  to  go  forward  himself,  and  let  his  division  return  ; 
but  as  there  was  a  large  number  besides  those  which  be- 
longed properly  to  our  division,  and  we  had  several  invalids 
to  bring  back,  and  were  very  short  of  provision,  (having 
but  three  days'  provision,  and  being  above  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  English  settlements,)  I  thought  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  Colonel  Enos  to  take  the  command  of 
the  party  back,  and  protested  against  his  going  on  to  join 
Colonel  Arnold,  not  knowing  wliat  orders  Colonel  Enos 
had  from  Colonel  Arnold.  The  division  which  went  on  to 
join  Colonel  Arnold,  had  not  more  than  five  days'  provi- 
sions. We  supplied  them  with  most  of  their  provision, 
and  left  ourselves  only  three  days'  allowances. 

Captain  McCobb:  About  fifty  miles  up  the  Dertrf  river, 
we  held  a  council  of  war,  at  which  1  assisted  as  a  member, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  whole  division  under  Colonel 
Enos  should  return,  there  not  being  sufficient  provision  to 
carry  both  divisions  through.  Colonel  Green's  division 
being  some  way  ahead,  it  was  found  that  we  should  save 
two  days'  ti.me  by  letting  that  division  go  forward ;  and 
time  was  too  precious,  and  provision  too  scanty,  to  dispute 
the  point.  It  was  thought  most  conducive  to  the  service 
that  Colonel  Green's  division  should  proceed.  We  accord- 
ingly left  them  with  five  days'  provision,  and  set  out  on  our 
return  with  three.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos  was  going  for- 
ward without  his  division,  but,  for  the  same  reasons  which 
have  been  mentioned  by  Captain  Williams,  I  protested  also 
against  his  going  on. 

Captain  Scott  confirms  all  that  Captain  McCobb  deposes, 
and  adds,  that  he  himself  protested  against  Colonel  Enos's 
going  forward  ;  that  he  then  thought,  and  is  now  confirmed 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  presence  of  Colonel  Enos  was  very 
necessary  to  preserve  the  harmony  and  order  necessary  to 
secure  the  safe  retreat  of  the  men  who  were  ordered  to 
return. 

Lieutenant  Hyde :  I  assisted  at  the  council  of  war,  be- 
fore mentioned,  up  the  Dead  river.  We  found,  by  the 
best  computation,  that  it  would  take  fifteen  days  to  reach 
any  French  inhabitants,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
both  divisions  {Green's  and  Enos's)  to  get  through,  the 
provisions  being  so  short.  It  was  judged  there  was  about 
four  days'  provisions  for  those  who  went  forward,  and  we 
returned  with  three  days'  supply.  1  protested  against  Col- 
onel Enos's  going  on  to  join  Colonel  Arnold,  his  presence 
being  necessary  for  our  safe  retreat,  as  we  had  a  number  of 
invalids,  and  a  considerable  number  of  men  who  did  not 
belong  to  either  of  the  companies  in  our  division. 

Lieutenant  Buchmaster  confirms  what  Lieutenant  Hyde 
deposes,  and  adds,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  the  officers 
of  Colonel  Enos's  division,  that  he  should  return  with  his 
division,  as  we  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  who  did  not 
belong  to  our  division,  who  had  only  a  subaltern  to  com- 
mand them,  and  whom  it  would  have  been  impossible, 
under  our  circumstances,  to  manage  without  Colonel  Enos's 
presence. 

The  Court  being  cleared,  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
after  the  most  mature  consideration,  that  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Enos  was  under  a  necessity  of  returning  with  the 


division  under  his  command,  and  therefore  acquit  him  with 
honour. 

John  Sullivan,  President. 

ORDEKS  BY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  6,  1775. 

Parole,  Philadelphia.         Countersign,  Alle7i. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  7,  1775. 

(Parole,  Sydney.)  (Coumi  rsign,  Brutut.) 

The  Connecticut  regiments  are  to  be  under  arms  upon 
their  regimental  parades,  on  Saturday,  at  eleven  in  the 
forenoon,  in  order  to  be  reviewed.  They  are  to  have  their 
arms  in  good  order,  the  rolls  to  be  called  over,  and  no  man 
to  be  absent;  every  one  that  is  able  must  appear;  for  this 
purpose  they  are  to  be  exempt  from  all  other  duty  on  that 
day. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  strictly  enjoined  to  pay 
proper  attention  to  the  order  of  the  23d  of  November,  re- 
specting the  quartering  officers,  Sic,  and  is  to  prevent 
boards  and  other  materials  being  applied  to  the  building 
any  houses  without  his  orders,  as  none  such  will  be  allow- 
ed for  by  the  publick. 

All  officers  are  to  pay  due  obedience  to  this  order. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  8,  1775. 

Parole,  St.  Asaph.  Countersign,  Cato. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  9,  1775, 
(Parole,  London.)  (Countersign,  Granby.) 

Sergeant  Lane,  of  Colonel  Whitcombe's  regiment,  with 
nineteen  men  of  dift'erent  regiments,  whose  names,  corps, 
and  companies  are  delivered  to  Brigade-Major  Carey,  are 
immediately  to  be  drafted,  and  sent  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General  to  receive  his  ordei-s. 

The  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Woodbridge  was 
President  is  dissolved. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  10,  1775. 
(Parole,  BwrAe.;  (Countersign,  flomr.; 

The  General  has  great  pleasure  in  thanking  Colonel 
Bndges,iVind  the  officersof  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment, 
(who,  from  a  peculiarity  of  circumstances,  or  want  of  va- 
cancies, have  no  appointment  in  the  new  established  army,) 
for  their  polite  address  to  him.  He  considers  the  assu- 
rances which  they  have  given,  of  their  determination  to 
continue  in  service  (if  required)  until  the  new  regiments 
are  completed,  in  a  very  favourable  light,  especially  as  it 
is  accompanied  with  further  assurances  that  the  men  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment  are  consenting  thereto.  Such  a 
conduct  at  this  important  crisis,  cannot  fail  of  giving  plea- 
sure to  every  well-wisher  to  his  country  ;  and,  next  to 
engaging  for  another  year,  is  the  highest  proof  they  can 
give  of  their  attachment  to  the  noble  cause  of  liberty.  At 
the  same  time  that  it  reflects  honour  upon  themselves,  it 
may,  under  Providence,  give  posterity  reason  to  bless  them 
as  the  happy  instruments  of  their  delivery  from  those 
chains  which  were  actually  forging  for  them. 

Four  companies  of  the  New-Hampshire  militia  are  to 
march  to  Roxbury,  for  the  reinforcement  of  that  division  ; 
the  Captain  will  receive  General  fVard's  orders  what  regi- 
ments they  are  to  be  attached  to.  The  rest  of  the  New- 
Hampshire  militia  are  to  join  the  brigades  on  Winter  and 
Prospect  Hills,  in  Cambridge,  &c.,  and,  together  with  the 
companies  of  militia  from  Massachusetts,  which  are  order- 
ed to  join  Preston's,  Greaton's,  and  Nixon's  regiments, 
are  to  be  appointed  to  the  new  established  regiments,  as 
the  Majors  and  Brigadiers-General  shall  think  fit  for  the 
most  equal  distribution  of  them. 

The  Captains  of  the  several  militia  companies  from  the 
Massachusetts  and  New-Hampshire  Governments,  are  to 
make  exact  rolls  of  their  companies,  and  return  them  sign- 
ed, without  delay,  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

Head-Quarters,  December  11,  1775. 
(Parole,  Otit.)  (Counteraign,  iramn.) 

The  Majors  of  Brigade  to  be  more  exact  in  obliging  the 
Adjutants  to  deliver  to  thein  every  Saturday,  at  orderly 
time,  an  exact  return,  signed  by  the  commanding  officers 
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of  the  new  established  regiments,  of  the  number  of  men 
weekly  inhsted  in  each  of  those  regiments.  The  Majors  of 
Brigade  will,  for  the  future,  be  answerable  for  any  neglect 
in  executing  this  order. 

To  reward  and  encourage  niililary  merit,  the  Congress 
thought  proper  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  captains  and  sub- 
alterns of  the  Continental  army  ;  and,  as  uniformity  and 
decency  in  dress  are  essentially  necessary  in  the  appear- 
ance and  regularity  of  an  army,  his  Excellency  recom- 
mends it  earnestly  to  the  officers  to  put  themselves  in  a 
proper  uniform.  The  field  officers  of  each  of  the  new 
corps  will  set  the  example,  by  clothing  themselves  in  a  re- 
gimental of  their  respective  corps  ;  and  it  is  not  doubled 
but  the  captains  and  subalterns  will  immediately  follow  the 
example. 

The  General  by  no  mean  recommends  or  desires  officers 
to  run  into  costly  or  expensive  regimentals  ;  no  matter  how 
plain,  or  coarse,  so  they  are  but  uniform  in  their  colour, 
cut,  and  fashion. 

The  officers  belonging  to  those  regiments  whose  uniforms 
are  not  yet  fixed  upon,  had  better  delay  making  their  re- 
gimentals until  ihey  are. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  MESHECH  WEARE. 

Winter-Uill,  December  11,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Though  continually  involved  in  those  diffi- 
culties which  necessarily  attend  a  military  life,  I  can  by  no 
means  forget  the  duty  1  owe  to  that  Province  whose  gene- 
rous favours  I  have  so  largely  shared,  and  whose  generous 
favours  I  have  so  often  experienced.  Being  deeply  impres- 
sed with  gratitude  to  that  truly  patriotick  Colony,  and  fully 
sensible  that  the  remaining  part  of  my  life  ought  to  be 
devoted  to  the  interest  of  my  country  in  general,  and  that 
Province  in  particular,  1  have  stolen  a  few  moments  from 
the  busy  scenes  of  war,  to  offer  you  my  thoughts  upon  a 
matter  which  1  deem  essential  to  the  future  welfare  of  my 
truly  spirited  and  deserving  brethren  within  that  Govern- 
ment. 

I  hear  that  the  Continental  Congress  has  given  our  Pro- 
vince a  power  to  assume  government.  But  the  contents 
of  this  letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  having  never  trans- 
pired, and  my  friends  at  the  Continental  Congress  having 
never  informed  nie  but  in  general  terms  that  we  bad  liber- 
ty to  assume  government,  I  must  conclude  that  liberty  is 
given  to  set  up  and  establish  a  new  form  of  government ; 
for,  as  we  were,  properly  speaking,  a  King's  Government 
before,  the  giving  us  a  power  to  assume  government,  would 
be  giving  us  a  license  to  assume  a  form  of  government 
which  we  could  never  obtain.  Taking  it  therefore  for 
granted  that  the  Congress  have  given  us  liberty  to  set  up 
that  form  of  government  which  will  best  answer  the  true 
end  and  design  thereof,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my 
thoughts  upon  the  subject,  leaving  you  to  make  such  use 
thereof  as  your  wisdom  shall  direct.  And,  as  my  ideas  of 
government  may  in  some  measure  differ  from  many  others, 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  premise  some  few  things.  And  in  the 
first  place  must  observe,  that  all  governments  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  instituted  for  the  good  of  the  people;  and  that  form 
of  government  is  most  perfect  where  that  design  is  most 
nearly  and  effectually  answered. 

Secondly.  That  government  which  admits  of  contrary 
or  clashing  interests,  is  imperfect,  and  must  work  its 
own  ruin  whenever  one  branch  has  gained  a  power  suf- 
ficient to  overrule  or  destroy  the  other.  And  the  adding  a 
third,  with  a  separate  and  distinct  interest,  in  imitation  of 
the  British  Constitution,  so  much  celebrated  by  those  who 
understand  nothing  of  it,  is  only  like  two  contending  pow- 
ers calling  in  a  third  which  is  unconnected  in  interest,  to 
keep  the  other  two  in  awe,  till  it  can  gain  power  sufficient 
to  destroy  them  both.  And  I  may  almost  venture  to  pro- 
phesy, that  the  period  is  now  at  hand  when  the  British 
nation  will  too  late  discover  the  defects  in  their  much 
boasted  Constitution,  and  the  ruin  of  that  empire  evince  to 
the  world  the  folly  and  danger  of  establishing  a  govern- 
ment consisting  of  different  branches,  whoso  interests  must 
ever  clash  with  each  other. 

Third.  That  no  danger  can  arise  to  a  State  from  giving 
the  people  a  free  and  full  voice  in  their  own  government. 
And  that,  what  is  called  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  or 
checks  upon  the  licentiousness  of  the  people,  are  only  the 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  it. 


children  of  designing  or  ambitious  men,  no  such  thing 
being  necessary  ;  for,  though  many  States  have  been  over- 
turned by  the  rage  and  violence  of  the  people,  yet  that  spirit 
of  rage  and  violence  has  ever  been  awakened  in  the  first 
place  by  the  misconduct  of  their  rulers.  And,  though 
often  carried  to  the  most  dangerous  heights,  so  far  from 
being  owing  to  loo  much  power  being  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  the  people,  that  it  is  clearly  owing  to  their  having  loo 
small,  and  their  rulers  too  extensive  a  power. 

Thus,  we  find  Rome  enjoyed  its  liberties  until  their  Dic- 
tators and  others  were  clothed  with  power  unknown  be- 
fore, at  least  in  that  country,  and  made  in  some  sort  inde- 
pendent of  the  people  ;  and  to  this  authority,  so  inconside- 
rately given,  should  be  charged  all  the  tumults  at  Rome, 
and  the  final  ruin  of  that  empire.  This  uncontrollable 
power,  so  much  sought  after  by  designing  men,  is  made  use 
of  to  enslave  the  people,  and  either  brings  about  that  event, 
or  raises  the  just  indignation  of  the  people  to  extirpate  the 
tyrant  thus  seeking  their  ruin.  And  it  sometimes  happens 
that  the  resentment  is  so  far  carried  by  the  fury  of  an  en- 
raged populace,  as  totally  to  destroy  the  remains  of  govern- 
ment, and  leave  them  in  a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion  ; 
and  too  often  have  designing  persons  taken  advantage  of 
this  confusion,  and  established  tyranny  in  its  place. 

1  am  well  convinced  that  people  are  too  fond  of  their 
own  ease  and  quiet  to  rise  up  in  rebellion  against  govern- 
ment, unless  where  the  tyranny  of  their  rulers  becomes 
intolerable.  And  their  fondness  for  government  must 
clearly  appear,  from  their  so  often  submitting  to  one  ty- 
rant after  they  had  extirpated  another,  rather  than  live  in 
a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion. 

I  would  therefore  advise  to  such  a  form  of  government 
as  would  admit  of  but  one  object  to  be  kept  in  view,  both 
by  the  governour  and  governed,  namely,  the  good  of  the 
whole  ;  that  one  interest  should  unite  the  several  govern- 
ing branches,  and  that  the  frequent  choice  of  the  rulers, 
by  the  people,  should  operate  as  a  check  upon  their  con- 
duct, and  remind  them  that  a  new  election  would  soon 
honour  them  for  their  good  conduct,  or  disgrace  them  for 
betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

1  by  no  means  object  to  a  Governour,  but  would  have 
him  freely  appointed  by  the  people,  and  dependent  upon 
them,  and  his  appointment  not  to  continue  for  a  long  time, 
unless  re-elected — at  most,  not  exceeding  three  years  ;  and 
this  appointment  to  be  tnade  by  the  freeholders  in  person, 
and  not  by  their  representatives,  as  that  would  be  putting 
too  dangerous  a  power  in  iheir  hands,  and  possibly  a  majo- 
rity of  designing  men  might  elect  a  person  to  answer  their 
own  particular  purposes,  to  the  great  emolument  of  those 
individuals,  and  the  oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects  ; 
whereas,  we  can  never  suppose  the  people  to  have  any 
thing  but  the  true  end  of  government,  viz:  their  own  good 
in  view,  unless  we  suppose  them  idiots  or  self-murderers. 

I  am  likewise  much  in  favour  of  a  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives,  but  would  have  them  likewise  chosen  by 
the  people,  and  by  no  means  for  a  longer  time  than  three 
years  :  and  this  mode  of  choosing  would  effectually  destroy 
that  pernicious  power  distinguishing  Governours,  to  throw 
aside  those  persons  who  they  found  would  not  join  them  in 
enslaving  the  people. 

The  late  conduct  of  Bernard  and  Hutchinson,  and  the 
present  unhappy  state  of  the  Province  I  am  now  in,  are 
striking  witnesses  of  the  justice  of  this  observation ;  nor  can 
I  see  ihe  least  reason  for  a  Governour  having  a  power  to 
negative  a  Speaker  of  the  House. 

I  would  have  some  rule  established  for  making  that  per- 
son incapable  of  holding  either  of  the  above  offices,  that 
should,  either  before  or  after  his  election,  bribe  or  treat  the 
voters,  with  intent  either  to  procure  an  election  or  reward 
the  electors  for  having  chosen  him.  Accusation,  if  against 
the  Governour,  to  be  tried  by  the  two  Houses ;  and  if 
against  either  of  the  other  members,  by  the  Governoui-s  and 
the  other  members  of  both  Houses,  he  having  only  a  vote 
equal  to  any  other  member.  And  in  case  judgment  should 
pass  against  the  new  elected  Governour,  the  old  one  to  re- 
main till  a  new  election  be  had  ;  and  in  case  he  be  the 
same  person  formerly  elected,  the  President  of  the  Council 
to  supply  his  phice  till  a  new  election  can  he  made,  which 
President  should  be  appointed  by  free  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  at  their  first  meeting. 

The  infamous  practice  of  bribing  people,  in  Great  Bri- 
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tain,  10  sell  their  votes,  and  consequently  their  liberty, 
must  show  the  clanger  of  perniiliing  so  dangerous  a  practice 
to  be  instituted  under  our  Constitution,  to  prevent  which, 
and  to  guard  against  the  undue  influence  of  persons  in 
power  over  votes,  1  would  reconunend  tlie  Pennsylvanian 
method,  viz :  that  every  vole  should  be  roiled  up,  sealed 
on  the  back  thereof,  be  noted  that  it  is  a  vote  for  a  Gover- 
nour,  which  should  be  deposited  in  a  box  prepared  for  that 
purpose;  and  a  vote  for  Counsellors  and  Representatives, 
sealed  up,  noted  on  the  back,  brought  in  as  aforesaid,  and 
deposited  in  separate  boxes,  provided  for  the  purpose. 
That  all  voters  having  once  given  in  their  votes,  should 
pass  out,  and  care  be  taken  that  tiiey  should  not  come  in 
a^ain  till  the  voting  was  over;  or,  if  it  be  thought  more 
expedient,  to  let  the  clerk  of  the  meeting  have  a  perfect  list 
of  all  voters,  with  three  columns  ruled  against  those  names, 
one  marked  for  a  Governour,  one  for  a  Representative  ;  and 
when  a  person  brings  in  a  vote  for  one,  a  mark  to  be  made 
against  his  name  in  that  column  ;  and  if  he  brings  in  for  all 
three  at  the  same  time,  a  mark  to  be  made  in  each  column  ; 
which  1  think  will  effectually  prevent  any  fiaud  in  voting 
again.  The  Representatives'  box  to  be  examined  in  meet- 
ing, and  the  election  declared.  The  voles  given  for  Coun- 
sellors and  Governour  to  be  sealed  up  by  the  clerk,  and 
forwarded  by  him  to  the  capital  of  the  Province,  where 
all  the  votes  being  had  together,  a  sworn  cotnmitiee  should 
examine  the  whole  and  declare  the  elections. 

This  method,  though  it  may  appear  somewhat  trouble- 
some, will  not  turn  out  so  upon  trial  ;  and  it  is  the  most 
effectual  method  to  secure  the  freedom  of  voting,  and  pre- 
vent every  species  of  fraud  and  connivance. 

Any  persons  who  offer  themselves  as  candidates  for  any 
berth,  may,  agreeably  to  the  method  practised  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, publish  their  design  in  newspapers,  or  coinmunicate 
it  in  any  other  method  they  may  think  proper,  or  leave  the 
people  to  find  out  persons  of  merit  and  nominate  for  them- 
selves. All  civil  officers  should  be  appointed  by  the  three 
branches,  and  all  military  officers  by  the  Governour  and 
Council,  and  never  superseded  in  commission  but  by  the 
same  power  which  created  them.  All  laws  negatived  by 
a  Governour,  if  revived  afterwards,  and  passed  by  a  new 
House  and  Council,  to  be  assented  to  by  him  at  all  events, 
as  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  suppose  two  Houses  of  Re- 
presentatives, and  two  sets  of  Counsellors,  possessed  of  less 
wisdom,  or  to  have  less  understanding  of  the  true  interests 
of  the  people,  than  a  single  person  has,  and  that  after  hav- 
ing a  long  time  to  think  upon  the  matter,  and  to  consult 
their  constituents  thereon. 

And  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  however 
high  other  people's  notions  of  government  may  run,  and 
however  much  they  may  be  disposed  to  worship  a  crea- 
ture of  their  own  creation,  1  can  by  no  means  consent  to 
lodging  too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  one  person,  or  suf- 
fering an  interest  in  government  to  exist  separate  from  that 
of  the  people,  or  any  man  to  hold  an  office,  for  the  execu- 
tion of  which  he  is  not  in  some  way  or  other  answerable  to 
that  people  to  whom  he  owes  his  political  existence. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  go  more  largely  into  the  sub- 
ject, but  I  must  leave  you  to  weigh  these  hints,  and  make 
such  improvement  thereon  as  your  wisdom  shall  direct ; 
and  though  my  notions  of  government  are  something  singu- 
lar, yet,  1  think  this  plan  will  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
Constitution,  by  far  the  happiest  1  know  of.  Where  I  have 
supposed  a  defect  in  that  Constitution,  I  have  taken  the 
freedom  to  borrow  from  that  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
governments,  to  supply  it ;  and,  in  some  instances  have 
added  my  own  thoughts,  which,  if  they  have  the  force  of 
reason  in  them,  will  have  their  weight.  If  they  should  not 
appear  to  be  founded  on  reason,  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse 
my  giving  you  trouble,  as  I  sincerely  aim  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  that  Colony,  to  which  1  wish  the  most  lasting 
happiness. 

And  assure  yourself  that  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your 

most  obedient  servant,  ,        o 

'  John  oulmvan. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  MAGISTRATES  AND  COUNCIL  OF  KIRKWALL. 

Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council  of  the  Burgh 
of  Kirkwall,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Thomas  DunJas, 
Esq.,  Representative  in  Parliament  for  Stirlingshire. 


To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Magistrates  and  Council  of 
the  Burgh  of  Kirkwall. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We.  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Council  of  the  Burgh  o{  Kirk- 
ivall,  beg  leave  to  approach  the  Throne  with  unfeigned 
hearts  and  real  zeal  for  the  many  blessings  we  have  en- 
joyed by  the  dispensation  of  Providence  during  your  Ma- 
jesty's reign,  which  we  wish  may  be  long  and  prosperous. 
We  at  the  same  time  declare  our  abhorrence  and  detes- 
tation of  the  unliappy  and  unnatural  disputes  of  the  Colo- 
nists in  America  with  their  mother  country,  fomented 
and  promoted  by  divisions  at  home,  and  carried  on  and 
supported  by  the  enthusiastick  spirit  and  overgrown  wealth 
of  the  Colonists  themselves,  insomuch  that  their  unbound- 
ed liberties  have  increased  not  only  to  licentiousness,  but 
to  open  rebellion. 

We  will  not  pretend  to  prescribe  rules  or  methods  for 
terminating  these  miseries;  but  we  earnestly  wish  that 
your  Majesty,  assisted  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,vi\\\  endeavour  to  suppress  this  rebellion,  and  to  bring 
the  troubles  and  calamities  thereby  occasioned,  to  as 
speedy  an  issue  as  your  Majesty's  wisdom,  the  spirit  of  the 
nation,  and  the  welfare  of  Great  Britain,  shall  permit ;  and 
to  effectuate  and  bring  about  this  happy  and  desirable  end 
we  will  always  be  ready  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power. 

Signed  in  name,  presence,  and  appointment  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  12th  day  of  December,  1775  years,  by 

John  Riddoch,  Provost. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  NOBLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  ROXBURGH. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Roxburgh,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart.,  their  Representative 
in  Parliament. 

Unto  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  County  of  Roxburgh. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  tiie 
Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  the  County  of  Roxburgh,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Majesty  with  hearts  full  of  grati- 
tude for  tiie  many  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  mild  and 
auspicious  Government,  and  to  testify  to  your  Majesty  our 
abhorrence  of  the  unnatural  and  unprovoked  rebellion 
which  now  rages  in  your  North-American  Colonies. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  sincerely  lament  the  misery 
and  distraction  into  which  your  deluded  subjects  of  Ame- 
rica have  thrown  their  unhappy  country,  by  an  ungrateful 
departure  from  their  duty  and  allegiance,  we  can  assure 
your  Majesty  that  we  have  the  most  entire  confidence  in 
the  justice,  wisdom,  and  vigour  of  your  measures,  for  re- 
storing peace  and  good  government  to  every  part  of  your 
extensive  dominions  ;  and  that  we  are  ready,  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  to  support  your  Majesty's  authority,  and 
that  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  against  every 
attempt  to  overthrow  our  present  happy  Constitution. 

Signed  by  our  appointment : 

James  Douglass,  Presses. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO  THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 
Groat-Bridge,  December  12,  1775. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stephens  arrived  at  Kemp's  Landing 
last  night,  and,  agreeably  to  my  ordeis,  sent  a  party  to  se- 
cure every  person  in  that  neighbourhood  that  had  left  iVor- 
folks'mce  the  battle  of  the  Great-Bridge.  He  informs  he 
has  Mr.  McCalvert,  Dr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Matthew  Phripp, 
and  others,  now  with  him,  whose  examinations  I  now  en- 
close. 1  have  had  a  number  of  people  from  thence  to 
day,  whose  stories  disagree.  They  bring  two  petitions,  one 
from  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  the  other  from  the 
distressed  Highlanders,  which  I  likewise  send  enclosed  ; 
and  have  given  no  answer  to  them  yet.  Have  detained 
the  bearers  for  further  consideration. 
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Two  gentlemen  this  moment  brouglit  me  in  a  young 
Scotchman,  named  Hamilton,  who  confesses  he  has  borne 
arms,  and  was  at  this  fort  in  Gilmore's  company.  He  was 
making  his  way  to  Nansemond.  I  have  ordered  him  to  be 
coupled  to  one  of  his  brother  black  soldiers,  with  a  pair  of 
handcuffs,  which  is  the  resolution  I  liave  taken  shall  be 
the  fate  of  all  these  cattle,  till  I  am  further  instructed  by 
your  honourable  House. 

Enclose  a  copy  of  my  advertisement,  dispersed  over 
Princess-Ann  and  Norfolk  Counties,  and  hope  it  will  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

Major  Eppes  arrived  here  this  evening  with  his  party, 
and  Colonel  Hou-e  with  three  hundred  and  forty  of  the 
Carolina  regulars.  I  shall  march  to-morrow  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  troops. 

I  am  just  informed  that  several  sail  of  vessels  were  ar- 
rived to  day,  thought  to  have  troops  on  board  ;  but  Colonel 
Howe  supposes  them  to  be  the  tenders  returning  from 
North-  Carolina. 

Two  companies  of  choice  riflemen  have  arrived  at  head- 
quarters this  week,  who  are  well  armed,  commanded  by 
Captain  Campbell,  of  Fincastle,  and  Captain  Gibson,  of 
ffest-Augusta.  Captain  Morgan  Alexatider,  with  his  rifle 
company,  is  expected  this  day.  As  fine  men  we  have  here 
as  ever  were  seen. 


COLONEL  SCOTT  TO  CAPTAIN  SOUTHALL. 

Great-Bridge,  December  12,  1775. 

We  are  now  about  to  finish  the  work  that  we  came  down 
about.  We  sent  a  detachment  of  four  hundred  men  to 
Kemp's  Landing  last  night  to  take  possession  of  that  place, 
which  they  did  without  interruption.  The  inhabitants  of 
Norfolk  are  daily  sending  petitions  to  us  for  protection. 
We  have  not  yet  answered  them.  We  have  taken  up 
some  of  the  worst  of  the  tories,  and  coupled  them  to  a 
negro  with  handcuffs.  The  most  stupid  kind  we  discharge. 
I  expect  a  flag  of  truce  here  every  moment. 

We  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Dunmore,  de- 
siring to  exchange  the  prisoners.  I  do  not  expect  we  shall 
agree  to  do  it  without  consulting  the  Convention.  Four 
of  the  prisoners  are  dead  since  taken.  We  are  well  in- 
formed that  the  Governour  has  disarmed  the  negroes,  and 
taken  all  the  troops,  together  with  a  number  of  Scotchmen, 
on  board. 

I  am  your  most  obedient,  C.  Scott. 

P.  S.  The  flag  I  mentioned  above  has  since  come  to 
our  camp,  in  order  to  exchange  prisoners.  They  behaved 
exceeding  well,  and  were  discharged  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  but  it  is  expected  we  shall  hear  again  from  them 
so  soon  as  our  express  returns  from  fVilliamsburgh. 


HANOVER  COUNTY  (vIRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Alexander  Purdie  :  The  Committee  of  Hanover 
County,  having  understood  that  reports  have  been  propa- 
gated reflecting  on  their  conduct  with  regard  to  the  steps 
taken  by  them  to  prevent  disorder  and  confusion  in  the 
County,  occasioned  by  the  probability  of  a  scarcity  of  salt ; 
and  that  the  publick  may  be  satisfied  as  to  tlie  rectitude  of 
their  conduct,  they  have  directed  me  to  desire  you  will 
publish,  in  your  next  Gazette,  their  proceedings  relative 
thereto,  hereunto  annexed,  which  you  will  please  to  com- 
ply with. 

I  am  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Bentley,  Clerk. 

December  12,  1775. 

In  Committee,  December  12,  1775. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Committee,  that  several 
persons  have  of  their  own  accord  gone  about  in  a  disorderly 
manner,  to  search  for  Salt,  and  have  taken  the  same  where 
it  could  not  be  well  spared.  And  this  Committee,  taking 
under  their  consideration  the  above  alarm,  occasioned  by 
the  scarcity  thereof,  and  being  willing  and  desirous,  as  far 
as  in  their  power,  to  preserve  peace  and  good  order,  and  to 
prevent  riots  and  tumults: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That,  upon  application  being  made 
to  any  three  or  more  of  this  Committee,  they  will  search 
all  suspected  places  within  this  County,  in  the  most  decent 


and  respectful  manner ;  and  if  they  shall  find  more  than  is 
sufficient  for  a  person's  own  use,  they  will  do  therein  as  to 
them  shall  seem  best  and  expedient,  and  report  the  same 
to  this  Committee.  And  if  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, within  their  jurisdiction,  shall  presume,  or  offer, 
without  the  authority  aforesaid,  to  go  about  to  search  for 
Salt  at  any  publick  or  private  places,  that  this  Committee  will 
use  tlieir  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the  same,  by  such 
ways  and  means  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  hold  the 
persons  guilty  thereof  to  the  publick,  for  contempt  of  peace, 
justice  and  good  order. 

And  that  no  persons  offending  herein  may  plead  igno- 
rance for  an  excuse  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Committee  do  cause  a 
copy  of  this  order  to  be  set  up  at  every  publick  place  in 
this  County,  and  be  also  published  on  some  Lord's  day  at 
the  several  churches  in  the  said  County,  by  the  Ministers 
and  Recorders  thereof. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Bentley,  Clerk. 


COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET  CORRESPONLENCE  TO  ARTHUR  LEE. 

Philadelphia,  December  12,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  this  conveyance  we  have  the  pleasure  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  sundry  printed  papers,  that  such  of  them 
as  you  think  proper  may  be  immediately  published  in  Eng- 
land. 

We  have  written  on  the  subject  of  American  affairs  to 
Monsieur  C.  G.  F.  Dumas,  who  resides  at  the  Hague. 
We  recommend  to  you  to  correspond  with  him,  and  to 
send  through  his  hands  any  letters  to  us,  which  you  cannot 
send  more  directly.  He  will  transmit  them  via  St.  Eusta- 
tia.  Mr.  Story  may  be  trusted  with  any  despatches  you 
think  proper  to  send  us.  You  will  be  so  kind  as  to  aid 
and  advise  him. 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress  to  know  the  disposi- 
tion of  foreign  Powers  towards  us,  and  we  hope  this  object 
will  engage  your  attention.  We  need  not  hint  that  great 
circumspection  and  impenetrable  secrecy  are  necessary. 
The  Congress  rely  on  your  zeal  and  abilities  to  serve 
them,  and  will  readily  compensate  you  for  whatever  trou- 
ble and  expense  a  compliance  with  their  desire  may  occa- 
sion.   We  remit  you  for  the  present  two  hundred  pounds. 

Whenever  you  think  the  importance  of  your  despatches 
may  require  it,  we  desire  you  to  send  an  express  boat  with 
them  from  England,  for  which  service  your  agreement 
with  the  owner  there  shall  be  fulfilled  by  us  here. 

We  can  now  only  add,  that  we  contmue  firm  in  our  re- 
solutions to  defend  ourselves,  notwithstanding  the  big  threats 
of  the  Ministry.  We  have  just  taken  one  of  their  ordnance 
store-ships,  in  which  an  abundance  of  carcasses  and  bombs, 
intended  for  burning  our  towns,  were  found. 

With  great  esteem,  we  are,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servants,  „   rp 

'  B.  r  RANKLIN, 

John  Dickinson, 
John  Jay. 


PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  December  12,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  the  price  of  Oil  be  limited  to  five  pounds 
per  barrel,  and  no  person  who  may  purchase  any  to  retail 
again  be  allowed  to  advance  above  five  shillings  per  barrel 
when  sold  at  the  wharf,  and  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  barrel,  for  what  they  store ;  and  that  this  Committee 
recommend  it  to  the  retailers  in  small  quantities  to  sell  it  ia 
proportion.  j^   g  j^^^^^  Secretarif.  \ 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  NEW-JERSEV  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETVJ 

Elizabethtown,  December  12,  1775    '■ 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  I  have  re- 
ceived, and  am  glad  to  find  the  appointment  of  William  Bar- 
ret, Jun.,  to  the  surgency  of  my  regiment  has  taken  place, 
as  we  have  already  use  for  him,  in  curing  broken  shins, 
and  a  variety  of  small  business,  which  unavoidably  happen 
among  a  number  of  men  assembled  together.  I  wish  the 
commission  could  be  immediately  despatched  and  sent  to. 
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me,  will)  an  account  of  his  pay  and  allowance  that  is  made 
with  regard  to  his  tnedicine  cliest. 

Mr.  Aliner  Hatfield  was  well  recommended  to  me  as  a 
fit  person  to  he  Quarlermaster  to  the  regiment,  before  I 
mentioned  him  as  such  to  Congress.  I  knew  of  no  dis- 
(|uali(ication  ;  he  has  indeed  been  unfortunate  in  his  cir- 
cumstances;  but  I  could  not  conceive  that  was  one,  as  no 
money  matters,  or  any  other  matter  would  come  within  his 
ciiarge  that  can  be  affected  by  his  poverty.  1  apprehend 
that  the  nature  of  this  office  has  been  mistaken  by  your 
Conuuittee,  or  tliat  they  supposed  it  was  a  branch  of  the 
Quartermaster-General's  office,  especially  as  you  mention 
it  as  an  office  worthy  the  acceptance  of  Colonel  Dayton, 
or  Colonel  Thomas.  But  it  has  no  connection  with  that 
department ;  he  is  a  niere  regimental  officer,  who  must  at  all 
limes  attend  the  regiment,  and  therefore  by  no  means  can 
suit  either  of  the  gentlemen  you  mention.  If  still  an  ob- 
jection lies  against  Mr.  Hatfield,  I  must  then  recommend 
Air.  Mathias  Hahtcd  for  that  office.  In  this  I  am  backed 
by  Mr.  John  Dc  Hart,  Colonel  Dayton,  and  Colonel  Tho- 
mas, and  should  be  glad  to  have  the  commission  expedited 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  now  stand  in  need  of  that  officer, 
three  companies  being  now  in  town,  and  the  rest  of  the 
regiment  to  be  here  in  a  few  days,  the  inhabitants  having 
cheerfully  agreed  to  take  in  all  the  companies  that  cannot 
be  quartered  in  the  barracks. 

We  liave  quietly  got  possession  of  the  barracks  at  Am- 
hoy,  with  all  tlie  barrack  stores  and  blankets.  One  company 
of  this  battalion  are  now  there.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Max- 
well's regiment  is  ready,  they  will  take  possession  of  the 
barracks  at  Trenton,  Brunswick,  and  Amboy. 

Stirling. 


RECANTATION   OF  JAMES  MILLER. 

I,  James  Miller,  of  Bedford,  in  the  Province  of  New- 
York,  notwithstanding  my  signing  tiie  Association  in  the 
year  past,  which  was  recommended  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  the  Province  of  New-  York,  in  which  1  engaged 
to  abide  by  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  and  to  oppose  the  present  tyrannical  measures 
pursued  by  the  British  Ministry  and  their  adherents  in 
America,  in  order  to  enslave  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colo- 
nies, yet  in  the  face  of  all  my  engagements,  by  signing 
the  Association  above  mentioned,  I  have  resolutely  opposed 
all  the  military  preparations  recommended  by  the  Delegates 
of  the  United  Colonies  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
in  many  instances  have,  to  my  shame,  acted  against  the 
liberties  of  the  country  which  gave  me  birth  ;  and  have  by 
indecent  and  abusive  language  endeavoured  to  ridicule 
those  that  appeared  determined  to  support  their  liberties  at 
the  hazard  of  their  lives,  against  all  tyranny  and  oppres- 
sion. 1  endeavoured  also  to  break  up  the  Minute  compa- 
ny in  the  town  of  Bedford ;  for  which,  and  all  my  misbe- 
haviour toward  them,  and  opposition  to  the  liberties  of 
America,  I  now  ask  their  forgiveness,  and  the  forgiveness 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  my  bleeding  country,  which  I  have 
injured  by  my  misconduct,  and  promise  to  behave  myself 
for  the  future,  consistent  with  the  proposals  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress. 

As  witness  my  hand  in  Stamford,  this  12th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1775,  desiring  the  same  may  be  published. 

James  Miller. 


and  promise  I  freely  set  my  hand  unto,  in  Stamford,  in 
Connecticut,  desiring  the  same  to  be  published  in  one  of 
the  New-  York  papers. 

December  12,  1775. 


Lewis  McDonald,  Jun. 


RECANTATION  OF  LEWIS  McDONALD. 

I,  Letvis  McDonald,  Jun.,  of  Bedford,  Westchester 
County,  in  the  Province  of  New-  York,  having  lately  taken 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  under  the  Ministerial 
party  in  this  Province,  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
support  their  measures,  and  also  violently  opposed  the 
military  preparations  made  in  consequence  of  the  direc- 
tions of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  in  many 
instances  have,  both  in  principle  and  practice  been  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberty  and  rights  of  America ;  for  the  whole 
of  which  conduct  I  am  sincerely  sorry,  and  ask  the  for- 
giveness of  this  Committee,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  my 
bleeding  country,  whom  I  have  injured  by  my  misconduct, 
€ither  by  my  private  conduct,  or  in  the  execution  of  my 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  promise  that  I  will  sus- 
pend acting  in  that  office  without  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  town  of  Bedford.     Which  above  confession 


RECANTATION  OF  STEPHEN  BAXTER. 

I,  Stephen  Baxter,  of  Bedford,  in  the  Colony  of  iVew- 
York,  acknowledge,  that,  by  horrid  cursing  and  profane 
swearing,  I  have  opposed  the  liberties  of  yimcnco,  and 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  calling  those  Rebels  that  adhered  to  that,  and  endea- 
voured to  frustrate  them  in  their  opposition  to  the  present 
tyrannical  measures  pursued  by  the  British  Ministry  and 
their  tools ;  for  all  of  which  conduct  of  mine,  I  ain  sin- 
cerely sorry,  and  ask  the  forgiveness  of  all  those  whom  I 
have  abused  personally,  and  also  the  friends  of  American 
liberty  in  general,  to  whom  I  desire  my  confession  may  be 
made  publick  in  one  of  the  Neiv-York  papers. 

As  witness  my  hand  in  Stamford,  this  12th  day  ot  De- 
cember, A.  D.  1775.  o  D 

'  STEPHEN  Baxter. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  Docembei  12,  1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  5th  instant  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive  yesterday.  I  thank  your  Honour  for  the  return 
that  was  enclosed.  Mr.  M'Kay,  who  was  taken  at  St. 
John's,  has  behaved  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Committee 
of  this  place  have  requested  his  removal.  I  have  dis- 
charged him  from  his  parole  of  honour,  and  he  goes  under 
an  escort  to  Lebanon.  1  hear  that  both  the  elder  and 
younger  Skene  are  fled,  and  consequently  broke  their  pa- 
role of  honour.  Some  of  the  officers  that  went  under  Cap- 
tain Mott''s  charge  have  also  attempted  to  run  off.  I  fear 
they  do  not  consider  their  parole  of  honour  as  binding. 
General  Montgomery  left  Montreal  on  the  25th  ultimo,  to 
join  Colonel  Arnold.  The  former  cannot  take  above  three 
hundred  men  with  him;  and  the  latter  has  only  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

Lieutenant  Halsey  has  behaved  so  ill  that  General 
Montgomery  has  returned  him  to  me  as  a  deserter.  The 
General  says  that  it  was  he  that  instigated  the  people  to 
refuse  going  to  Montreal.  He  is  certainly  turbulent  and 
seditious  ;  I  found  him  so  early  in  the  campaign.  An  ex- 
tract from  General  Montgomery's  letter,  in  which  the  above 
charge  is  contained,  I  have  sent  to  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  have  observed :  "  That  as  the  time 
for  which  Mr.  Halsey  was  engaged  is  expired,  he  can  only 
be  punished  by  stopping  all  his  pay,  which  must  be  done, 
unless  he  will  request  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial." 

Wishing  your  Honour  much  health  and  happiness,  I  am, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  humble 


servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Camp,  December  12,  1775. 

My  dear  friend  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  by  Mr. 
Custis.  I  am  heartily  glad  that  you  have  sent  a  Committee 
into  Canada,  but,  ijtter  nos,  think  it  might  have  been  better 
chosen.  P«i/ne  has  certainly  not  the  mannteres  .  .  .  . 
which,  according  to  Lord  Chesterfield,  and  my  observa- 
tion, are  so  lequisite  to  captivate  the  French;  for  Heaven's 
sake,  my  dear  friend,  why  are  you  not  more  decisive,  and 
wherefore  are  any  of  the  sea-port  towns  suffered  to  furnish 
the  men-of-war  with  fresh  meat,  or  even  with  a  single  car- 
rot ;  this  indecision  will  ruin  us ;  this  cursed  tenderness  for 
the  sea-port  towns  will  at  least  prolong  the  war  and  all  its 
calamities.  It  was  indecision  that  has  thrown  your  affairs 
in  Virginia  into  their  present  situation  ;  had  my  opinion 
been  thought  worthy  of  attention,  Lord  Dunmore  should 
have  been  disarmed  of  his  teeth  and  his  claws.  I  proposed 
seizing  Tryon,  and  all  his  tories,  at  New-York.  I  knew 
if  it  was  moved  in  Congress  his  Excellency  would  be  in- 
stantly apprised  of  it,  and  of  course  the  possibility  of  effect- 
ing it  would  not  be  left  to  us ;  in  this  persuasion,  1  would 
have  struck  the  stroke,   and   applied  afterwards   to  your 
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mightinesses  for  approbation.  You  will  justly  accuse  me 
of  self-conceit  and  egotism,  but  1  have  not  yet  done.  I 
propose,  therefore,  the  following  measures : 

First.  To  seize  every  Governour,  Government  man, 
placeman,  tory,  and  enemy  to  liberty,  on  the  Continent ; 
to  confiscate  their  estates,  or,  at  least,  lay  them  under 
heavy  contributions  for  the  pubiick ;  their  persons  should 
be  secured  in  some  of  the  interior  towns,  as  hostages  for 
their  treatment  of  those  of  our  party  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  shall  throw  into  their  hands  ;  they  should  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  pension  out  of  their  fortunes  for  their  mainte- 
nance. 

Secondly.  I  propose  that  New-York  be  strongly  gar- 
risoned and  fortified,  or  destroyed. 

Thirdly.  That  a  strong  flying  camp,  with  not  only  an 
able  officer  at  their  head,  but  an  officer  who  has  the  repu- 
tation of  being  able,  in  order  to  inspire  the  people  with 
confidence,  be  kept  about  Hampton,  York,  or  Williams- 
burgh,  in  Virginia;  another,  not  quite  so  strong,  about 
Alexandria  ;  and  a  third,  a  strong  one,  about  Annapolis,  in 
Maryland. 

Fourth.  That  Charlestown,  in  Carolina,  should  be  well 
secured. 

Fifth,  and  lastly.  That,  if  the  Canadians  desire  it,  you 
spare  no  expense  in  furnishing  them  with  an  army ;  but, 
above  all,  that  you  be  extremely  careful  in  the  choice  of 
officers  sent  to  that  country ;  that  they  be  not  only  men  of 
strict  integrity,  but  of  a  frank,  open  address,  with  elevated 
sentiments  expressed  in  their  manners.  I  should  think 
such  men  may  be  found  with  you  more  easily  than  in  these 
Provinces,  as  I  find  you  propose  in  your  letter,  for  I  never 
saw  a  people  so  universally  destitute  du  Vair  du  monde,  as 
these  here  ;  Mr.  Bowdoin,  an  invalid,  is  the  only  excep- 
tion. These  propositions,  I  before  offered  to  a  member  of 
your  Congress,  with  one  other,  respecting  the  construction 
of  your  army,  here  omitted. 

Recruiting  goes  on  here  more  briskly  than  we  expected; 
the  men  are  strange  mortals,  but  they  have  virtue,  and  many 
good  qualities.     Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours,  affectionately,  C.  Lee. 


GENERAL  GATES  TO  GENERAL  SULUVAN. 

Head-Quarters,  December  12,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  his  Excellency's  orders  in  answer 
to  your  letter  by  the  bearer.  You  have  his  permission  to 
deliver  the  Connecticut  arms  to  such  of  the  militia  as  are 
in  want  of  arms,  taking  proper  receipts,  and  making  proper 
persons  accountable  for  the  re-delivery. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Winter-Hill. 


to  dr.  wheelock. 

Cambridge,  December  12,  1775. 

Acknowledged  receipt  of  two  letters.  Thanked  him  for 
information  respecting  Major  Rogers,  and  enclosed  a  let- 
ter for  him,  which  was  saved,  with  other  papers  thrown  over- 
board by  Captain  Forster.  R.  H.  H. 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  THE  REV.  DOCTOR  STILES. 

Cambridge,  December  12,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you 
that  he  received  your  favour  of  the  1st  instant,  with  your 
History  of  America,  containing  several  useful  and  neces- 
sary maps,  for  which  he  is  exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  It 
will  be  taken  care  of  and  returned  when  you  want  it. 
General  Gates  will  have  the  perusal  of  it,  to  whom  your 
respects  have  been  tendered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 


R.  H.  Harrison. 


To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stiles,  Newport. 


PROCLAMATION  BY  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

By  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  General  Conven- 
tion. 

A  Declaration. 
Whereas  Lord  Dunmore,  by  his  Proclamation,  dated  on 


board  the  ship  William,  the  7th  day  of  November,  1775, 
hath  presumed,  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  tliis  country,  to  declare  martial  law  in  force,  and 
to  be  executed  througliout  this  Colony,  whereby  our  lives, 
our  liberty,  and  property,  are  arbitrarily  subjected  to  his 
power  and  direction  ;  and  whereas  the  said  Lord  Dunmore, 
assuming  powers  which  tiie  King  himself  cannot  exercise, 
to  intimidate  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  into  a  com- 
pliance with  his  arbitrary  will,  hath  declared  those  who  do 
not  immediately  repair  to  his  standard,  and  submit  in  all 
things  to  a  government  not  warranted  by  the  Constitution, 
to  be  in  actual  rebellion,  and  thereby  to  have  incurred  the 
penalties  inflicted  by  the  laws  for  such  offences  ;  and  hath 
offered  freedom  to  the  servants  and  slaves  of  those  he  is 
pleased  to  term  Rebels,  arming  them  against  their  masters, 
and  destroying  the  peace  and  happiness  of  His  Majesty's 
good  and  faithful  subjects,  whose  property  is  rendered  in- 
secure, and  whose  lives  are  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  a 
general  insurrection  :  we,  as  guardians  of  the  lives  and 
liberty  of  the  people,  our  constituents,  conceive  it  to  be  in- 
dispensably our  duty  to  protect  them  against  every  species 
of  despotism,  and  to  endeavour  to  remove  those  fears  with 
which  they  are  so  justly  alarmed. 

If  it  were  possible  the  understanding  of  men  could  be  so 
blinded  that  every  gleam  of  reason  might  be  lost,  the  hope 
his  Lordship  says  he  hath  ever  entertained  of  an  accom- 
modation between  Great  Britain  and  this  Colony,  might 
now  pass  unnoticed  ;  but  truth,  justice,  and  common  sense, 
must  ever  prevail,  when  facts  can  be  appealed  to  in  their 
support.  It  is  the  peculiar  happiness  of  this  Colony  that 
his  Lordship  can  be  traced  as  the  source  of  innumerable 
evils,  and  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  misfortunes 
under  which  we  now  labour.  A  particular  detail  of  his 
conduct  since  his  arrival  in  this  Colony,  can  be  considered 
only  as  a  repetition,  it  having  been  already  fully  published 
to  the  world  by  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  a  former  Convention  ;  but  the  unremitting  violence 
with  which  his  Lordship  endeavours  to  involve  this  coun- 
try in  the  most  dreadful  calamities,  constantly  affords  new 
matter  for  the  attention  of  the  pubiick,  and  will  remove 
every  imputation  of  ingratitude  to  his  Lordship,  or  of  in- 
justice to  his  character.  His  Lordship  is  pleased  to  as- 
cribe the  unworthy  part  he  has  taken  against  this  Colony  to 
a  necessity  arising  from  the  conduct  of  its  inhabitants,  whom 
he  hath  considered  in  a  rebellious  state,  but  who  know 
nothing  of  rebellion  except  the  name.  Ever  zealous  in 
support  of  tyranny,  he  hath  broken  the  bonds  of  socie- 
ty, and  trampled  justice  under  his  feet.  Had  his  Lord- 
ship been  desirous  of  effecting  an  accommodation  of  these 
disputes,  he  hath  had  the  most  ample  occasion  of  exerting 
both  his  interest  and  abilities  ;  but  that  he  never  had  in 
view  any  such  salutary  end,  most  evidently  appears  from 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct.  The  supposed  design  of 
the  Canada  bill  having  been  to  draw  down  upon  us  a  mei- 
ciless  and  savage  enemy ;  the  present  manoeuvres  amongst 
the  Roman  Catholicks  in  Ireland,  and  the  schemes  con- 
certed with  Doctor  Connolly,  and  other  vile  instruments  of 
tyranny,  which  have  appeared  by  the  examination  of  said 
Connolly,  justify  the  supposition,  and  most  fully  evince  his 
Lordship's  inimical  and  cruel  disposition  towards  us,  and 
can  best  determine  whether  we  have  been  wrong  in  prf- 
paring  to  resist,  even  by  arms,  that  system  of  tyranny 
adopted  by  the  Ministry  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
of  which  he  is  become  the  rigid  executioner  in  this  Colony. 
The  many  depredations  committed  also  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  by  the  tenders  and  other  armed  ves- 
sels employed  by  his  Lordship  for  such  purposes,  the  pil- 
fering and  plundering  the  property  of  the  people,  and  the 
actual  seduction  and  seizure  of  their  slaves,  were  truly 
alarming  in  their  effects,  and  called  aloud  for  justice  and 
resistance.  The  persons  of  many  of  our  peaceable  breth- 
ren have  been  seized  and  dragged  to  confinement,  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  the  Constitution  of  our  coun- 
try. Yet  have  we  borne  this  injurious  treatment  with 
unexampled  patience,  unwilling  to  shed  the  blood  of  our 
fellow-subjects,  who,  prosecuting  the  measures  of  a  British 
Parliament,  would  sacrifice  our  lives  and  property  to  a  re- 
lentless fury,  and  unabating  avarice.  If  a  Governour  can  be 
authorized,  even  by  Majesty  itself,  to  annul  the  laws  of  th« 
land,  and  introduce  the  most  execrable  of  all  systems,  the  la  w 
martial ;  if,  by  his  single  fiat,  he  can  strip  us  of  our  property, 
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can  give  freedom  to  our  servants  and  slaves,  and  arm  them 
for  our  destruction,  let  us  bid  adieu  to  every  thing  valuable 
in  life ;  let  us  at  once  bend  our  neck  to  the  galling  yoke, 
and  hug  the  chains  prepared  for  us  and  our  latest  posterity. 

It  is  with  inexpressible  concern  we  reflect  upon  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  some  of  our  unhappy  countrymen  who 
have  thought  themselves  too  immediately  within  the  power 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  have  been  induced  thereby  to  re- 
main inactive.  We  lament  the  advantage  he  hath  taken 
of  their  situation,  and  at  present  impute  their  inactivity  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  the  Constitution,  not  to  any  de- 
fection or  want  of  zeal,  but  to  their  defenceless  state  ;  and 
whilst  we  endeavour  to  afford  them  succour,  and  to  support 
their  rights,  we  expect  they  will  contribute  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  effect  their  deliverance.  Yet,  if  any  of  our 
people,  in  violation  of  their  faith  plighted  to  this  Colony, 
and  the  duty  they  owe  to  society,  shall  be  found  in  arms, 
or  continue  to  give  assistance  to  our  enemies,  we  shall 
think  ourselves  justified,  by  the  necessity  we  are  under,  in 
executing  upon  them  the  law  of  retaliation. 

Impressed  with  a  just  and  ardent  zeal  for  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  our  countrymen,  we  trust  they  will,  on  their 
part,  exert  themselves  in  defence  of  our  conunon  cause,  and 
that  we  shall  all  acquit  ourselves  like  freemen,  being  com- 
pelled by  the  disagreeable,  but  absolute  necessity,  of  repel- 
ling force  by  force,  to  maintain  our  just  rights  and  privileges: 
and  we  appeal  to  God,  who  is  the  sovereign  disposer  of  all 
events,  for  the  justice  of  our  cause,  trusting  to  His  unerring 
tvisdom  to  direct  our  councils,  and  give  success  to  our  arms. 
Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

Virginia,  Decembor  13,  1775. 


COLONEL  HOWE  TO  THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION, 

December  13,  1775. 
We  have  scouting  parties  down  the  Bay,  to  give  intelli- 
gence of  the  arrival  of  any  vessels,  or  any  other  event, 
either  to  our  advantage  or  otherwise.  From  the  officers 
commanding  those  parties,  we  have  received  certain  intel- 
ligence that  a  man-of-war,  either  of  thirty-six  or  forty  guns, 
is  within  the  Bay,  and  on  her  way  to  this  place,  with  a 
large  brig,  supposed  to  be  a  store-ship,  both  full  of  men. 
This  may  probably  give  us  something  to  do,  and  I  hope 
we  may  execute  it  properly. 

CHARLES  STEWART  TO  GOVERNOUR  PENN. 

Ringwood,  December  13,  1775. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  Honour's  letter  (of  25th  ul- 
timo) to  the  Magistrates  of  Northampton  County,  which 
was  delivered  to  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  in  Philadelphia, 
he  and  I  met  at  Easton,  on  the  28th,  where  the  contents 
were  made  known  to  Messrs.  Gorden,  Kuchlin,  and  Van 
Compon.  The  Justices,  Nicholas  Depui  and  Garret 
Broadhead,  were  wrote  to,  to  attend  at  Easton,  but  did 
not  come.  In  a  day  or  two  after,  writs  were  renewed 
against  the  New-England  people  who  had  been  former- 
ly indicted  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  furnishing  ammunition  for 
the  occasion,  Mr.  Sheriff"  proceeded  over  the  mountain 
where  some  time  was  spent  in  collecting  a  posse  ;  mean 
time,  I  sent  a  proper  person  to  examine  the  situation  of 
Fort  Parks,  with  directions  to  return  and  meet  Mr.  She- 
riff', who  accordingly  did,  and  reported,  what  was  found 
afterwards  true,  that  the  Yankees  would  make  little  or  no 
resistance ;  therefore,  those  that  were  found  were  taken  ; 
about  one-half  got  out  of  the  way.  Mr.  Sheriff  returned 
forthwith,  without  demolishing  any  part  of  the  fort,  and 
the  prisoners  were  forty  miles  on  their  way  to  Easton, 
when  an  express  from  Fort  Augusta  arrived,  with  intelli- 
gence that  the  Sheriff"  and  posse  of  Northumberland  had 
not  .yet  moved  up  the  river,  and  wanted  to  get  some  as« 
sistance  from  Northampton  County.  This  account  em- 
barrassed us  exceedingly.  The  prisoners  were  told,  when 
they  met  me,  terms  would  be  made  ;  and,  declaring  their 
willingness  to  do  any  and  every  thing,  I  produced  to  them 
the  enclosed  paper,  which  they  readily  executed,  and  sent 
a  man  back  with  them  to  see  that  they  performed  what 
further  promises  they  made,  viz  :  to  cut  down  the  stock- 
ades of  the  fort,  and  to  collect  all  the  settlers  that  had  hid 
or  fled,  and  get  them  to  sign  the  copy  of  the  enclosed,  and 
send  it  to  Easton  at  court  next  week,  with  their  principal 


men,  where  they  propose  to  take  leases  for  their  respective 
improvements  or  purchase,  which  some  of  them  say  they 
mean  to  do,  if  possible.  Silas  Parks,  who  is  the  only 
one  amongst  them  who  stood  indicted,  had  gone  to  fVyo- 
ming  the  day  before  the  Sheriff"  got  up  ;  had  he  been  ta- 
ken, I  would  not  have  consented  to  his  stopping  short  of 
prison.  The  rest  we  had,  in  fact,  no  process  against,  ex- 
cept a  warrant,  in  which  their  names,  as  they  gave  them  in, 
were  inserted.  Notwithstanding  Yankees  have  so  often  de- 
ceived me,  I  really  expect  those  men  will  appear  at  court, 
and  gladly  come  under  lease  ;  if  they  do  not,  1  flatter  my- 
self the  paper  they  have  signed  will  operate  against  them 
hereafter,  and  be  a  foundation  for  calling  on  them  again. 
At  any  rate,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honour  I  did  it  for 
the  best,  and  was  cautious  of  giving  reason  to  censure  us 
for  cruelty.  I  also  thought  treating  those  people  tenderly 
might  facilitate  the  expedition  of  the  Northumberland 
Sheriff  at  PVyoming.  1  sent  an  exjjress  to  them,  inform- 
ing them  of  what  was  done,  and  a  copy  of  the  terms.  I 
likewise  sent  a  duplicate  of  the  writ,  attested  under  the 
seal  of  Mr.  Garden's  office,  that  they  might  have  all  the 
authority  that  would  be  given  them  to  secure  the  old  of- 
fenders that  are  at  PVyoming.  As  the  party  who  went  to 
Fort  Parks,  or  Wallanpapeck,  were  weary  at  their  return, 
some  disputes  having  also  happened  among  them,  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  I  could  collect  a  party  to  go  and  join 
the  Sheriff  of  Northumberland ;  however,  about  thirty  set 
out  on  A/onrfay  evening  and  Tuesday  morning,  with  Isaiah 
Jennings  at  their  head.  I  expect  that,  if  they  can  cross 
the  creeks,  they  will  be  this  night  with  the  Northumber- 
land men  at  tVaphalapane,  the  place  proposed  in  their 
letter  to  meet  at. 

I  had  daily  intelligence  from  Wyoming  whilst  I  was  over 
the  mountain.  Great  divisions  have  arisen  at  Wyoming 
lately.  Lazarus  Stewart  has  sent  me  repeated  assurances 
of  his  neutrality,  at  least,  and  his  adherents  are  hourly 
wrangling  with  the  real  Yankees,  so  that  I  think  a  sur- 
render must  ensue.  John  McDowell  and  his  son-in-law, 
Jacob  Stroud,  from  Fort  Penn,  set  off'  last  Sunday  to  bring 
away  from  Wyoming  their  relations,  who  are  numerous, 
and  secure  the  moneys  due  them  at  Wyoming,  which  is 
considerable.  I  believe  Stroud  will  do  all  he  can  to  serve 
the  cause  now,  as  he  has  lately  been  chosen  a  Colonel, 
and  I  gave  him  to  understand  he  must  exert  himself  or  his 
cockade  would  be  in  danger,  complaints  having  been  made 
against  him  for  supplying  the  Yankees  with  ammunition 
and  arms  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Province.  Mr. 
Taylor  has  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  serve  Go- . 
vernment  on  this  occasion,  and  furnished  the  ammunition, 
without  which  nothing  would  have  been  done.  Mr.  Kuch- 
lin and  Mr.  Van  Compon  have  also  been  active.  I  hope 
the  Northumberland  posse  will  succeed  without  shedding 
blood.  At  any  rate,  I  am  convinced  they  will  make  them 
submit,  and  a  few  days  will  bring  the  news.  If  your  Ho- 
nour thinks  proper  to  let  the  Wallanpapeck  lands  to  those 
people  on  lease,  the  copy  of  the  draft,  with  instructions  as 
to  terms,  will  be  wanted  at  Easton  court.  If  the  paper 
they  signed  contained  sufficient  power  to  enter  judgment 
on,  I  would  advise  them  to  be  done,  to  prevent  future  dis- 
putes about  possession  with  them.  If  Colonel  Tench 
Francis  and  Mr.  Taylor  were  appointed  to  treat  with  those 
people,  I  believe  it  would  be  answering  a  good  i)urpose. 
I  know  no  man  so  fit  to  talk  to  Yankees  as  Col.  Francis, 
and  Taylor  may  surely  be  depended  on.  1  will,  if  able 
to  ride,  be  at  Easton,  but  am  and  have  been  several  days 
in  great  pain  with  a  rheumatism  in  my  legs. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Stewart. 

The  Honourable  John  Penn,  Esquire. 


ASSOCIATION    OF    CONNECTICUT    INTRUDERS. 

Whereas  we,  the  subscribers,  with  Silas  Parks  and 
others,  our  associates,  have  riotously  and  in  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  seized  upon  and 
taken  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  for  the  ho- 
nourable the  Proprietaries  of  this  Province  of  Pennsylvania 
aforesaid,  situate  on  the  waters  of  Lackawaxen,  at  a  place 
called  Wallanpapeck,  in  the  County  of  Northampton  ;  for 
which  forcible  entries,  riots,  and  other  illegal  acts  of  any, 
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bills  of  indictment  have  been  found  against  us.  And  the 
Sheriff  and  Magistrates  of  tlie  said  County,  producing  His 
Majesty's  process  or  writs  unto  us,  we  confess  tlie  legal 
service  thereof  on  us  severally.  And  do  voluntarily  and 
most  cheerfully  surrender  ourselves  to  the  humanity  of  the 
honourable  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard 
to  our  possessions,  and  to  the  lenity  of  the  laws  of  said 
Province  in  regard  to  our  crimes,  and  will  appear,  agree- 
ably to  our  recognizances,  at  Easton  court  next  term. 
And  we  do,  each  for  himself,  solemnly  and  voluntarily  de- 
clare and  promise  that  we  will,  in  future,  pay  due  obedi- 
ence unto,  and  be  governed  by,  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
in  every  respect.  We  also  disclaim  all  title  to  our  present 
possessions,  in  pursuance  of  any  claim  or  pretended  right 
we,  or  any  of  us,  may  formerly  have  had  under  the  Sus- 
quehannah  or  Delaware  Companies,  in  Connecticut.  And 
we  covenant  and  promise  to  yield  up  our  said  possessions 
to  the  said  Proprietaries,  or  their  agents,  at  any  time  they 
may  please  to  demand  the  same;  and  we  do  severally  em- 
power James  Biddle,  Esq.,  Attorney,  or  any  other  Attor- 
ney in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  aforesaid,  to  appear 
for  us  and  to  receive  a  declaration  in  ejectment  as  of  any 
term  after  this  date,  and  to  confess  judgment  thereon,  with 
full  powers  to  release  all  errors  in  the  said  judgment.  We 
likewise  promise  that  we  severally  will  avoid  all  future 
quarrels  with  our  neighbours,  and  unite  and  muster  with 
Captain  Van  Elton's  company,  and,  if  necessary,  are  wil- 
ling to  march  where  our  assistance  may  be  required  for 
the  defence  of  American  liberty,  in  the  common  cause ; 
and  cheerfully,  hereafter,  obey  all  and  every  the  resolu- 
tions and  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  As- 
sembly of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  of  all  whom  we  severally  and  humbly  crave 
forgiveness  for  past  offences;  and  in  testimony  of  our  sin- 
cere intentions  to  behave  becomingly  in  future,  we  have 
liereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  eighth  day  of  De- 
cember, 1775. 

W.  Fitch,  William  Pellet, 

Zadok  Killiam,         Deliverance  Adams, 
Enos  Woodward,      Amos  Park, 
Elijah  Wilton,  Matthew  Clash, 

Hezekiah  Bingham,  Abel  Kimbal. 


Test: 


Gerret  Broadhead, 
John  Van  Compon. 


LOSSES  from  hostilities  bv  the  ministerial  troops. 

New-York,  December  13,  1775. 
Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  by  their  Resolve  of 
the  18th  of  Oc<o6er  last,  did  order  and  direct,  "  That  a 
well-authenticated  account  of  the  hostilities  committed  by 
the  Ministerial  troops  and  navy  in  America  since  March 
last,"  should  "  be  collected,  with  proper  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  the  facts  related  ;"  and  also,  "  the  number  and 
value  of  the  buildings  destroyed  by  them,"  with  "  the 
number  and  value  of  the  vessels,  inward  and  outward 
bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since  that  period, 
as  near  as  the  value  can  be  ascertained ;"  also,  "  the  stock 
taken  from  different  parts  of  the  Continent :"  And  whereas 
the  Committee  appointed  by  tliein  to  collect  the  same, 
have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolve  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  in  this  City,  requesting  their  assist- 
ance in  obtaining  the  same  ;  which  letter,  with  the  forego- 
ing Resolve,  being,  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
aforesaid,  delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee for  this  City  and  County,  "  requiring  them  to  ascer- 
tain, in  the  best  manner  possible,  the  damages  sustained 
by  people  of  this  City  and  County,  with  all  necessary  par- 
ticulars thereof,  and  with  proofs  to  support  the  same,  and 
to  transmit  them  to  the  Provincial  Congress  with  all  con- 
venient speed :"  And  whereas  the  General  Committee 
aforesaid  have  appointed  Cornelius  P.  Low,  Oliver  Tern- 
pleton,  and  Daniel  Phoenix,  to  be  a  sub-Committee  for 
that  purpose  :  All  persons  in  this  City  and  County  who 
have  sustained  any  loss  or  damage  by  the  Ministerial  army 
or  navy  in  America  since  March  last,  are  hereby  request- 
ed to  prepare  and  deliver  to  them  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  same,  with  the  examinations  of  witnesses  and  other 
papers  and  documents,  officially  authenticated ;  as  also, 
clear,  distinct,  and  circumstantial  details  of  the  hostile  and 


destructive  acts  by  them  done,  or  captures  or  seizures  made, 
that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Provincial  Congress 
without  delay. 

EDWARD  JONES  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

New. York,  December  13,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  I  make  bold  to  lay  my  grievances  before 
you,  in  hopes  you  will  see  me  righted.  I  have  been  this 
five  months  a  Corporal  in  Captain  Ledyard's  company, 
and  have  received  no  more  than  53s.  4d.  a  month.  1 
have  been  lately  informed  by  one  or  two  Corporals  that 
came  down  from  St.  John's  that  they  received  58*.  Brf. 
per  month.  Now,  gentlemen,  as  1  have  been  always  ready 
and  willing  to  do  any  thing  for  the  good  of  my  country,  I 
hope  your  Honours  will  be  so  kind  as  to  grant  me  my  full 
pay,  which  will  be  forever  acknowledged  by  your  much 
obliged,  very  humble  servant, 

Edward  Jones. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New  York. 


commissioners  for  fortifications  to  new-york  con- 
gress. 
Fort-Constitution,  December  7,  1775. 

Sir!  Yours  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  extracts  of  a 
letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated  the  same  day,  by  which 
we  find  six  companies,  of  ninety  men  each,  are  ordered  up 
to  this  post,  besides  those  already  here.  As  to  the  orders 
to  have  sufficient  barracks  completed  for  one  thousand 
men,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  get  done  ;  the  additional  one  (from  the  first  plan)  is  not 
this  day  completed  with  filling  in,  but  other  ways  fit  and 
finished  for  troops.  Captain  Grenell's  and  Captain  Hal- 
bert's  companies  being,  with  part  of  Captain  Ledyard's, 
quartered  in  them.  The  first  barrack,  a  single  story,  four 
rooms,  twenty  men  in  a  room,  is  occupied  by  our  artificers 
and  labourers.  We  have  ordered,  eight  days  ago,  another 
barrack  of  eighty  feet  by  twentv,  two  stories  high,  with 
a  garret,  to  be  framed  at  New- Windsor ;  but  the  badness 
of  the  weather  up  here,  by  what  we  can  learn,  has  pre- 
vented the  person  employed  from  getting  the  timber  to- 
gether to  begin  to  frame.  We  shall  hurry  him,  and  may 
be  able  to  get  it  raised  and  covered,  but  the  stacks  of  chinv- 
neys  and  filling  in  much  doubt  if  it  can  be  done,  as  we 
have  neither  brick  nor  lime  for  it,  and  if  we  had,  unless 
more  favourable  weather  than  for  this  fortnight  past,  could 
not  much  work  at,  as  our  mortar  is  continually  freezing  ia 
the  mortar-house.  We  beg  leave  to  mention  our  frequent 
desire  to  know  what  number  of  men  would  be  wanted  to 
remain  this  winter  at  this  post,  as  a  government  to  us  ;  id 
particular,  in  ours  to  Mr.  John  Berrien  of  the  15th  ultimo, 
your  not  then  nor  since  making  a  House,  he  could  not  give 
us  a  direct  answer. 

We  could  not  take  the  artificers  from  the  works  of  de- 
fence had  materials  (and  we  directions)  for  more  barracks 
been  on  the  spot.  Artificers  and  labourers  must  have  cover- 
ing, and  fire  to  go  to.  While  they  continue  they  take  up 
the  room  of  the  first  barrack  ;  when  they  be  dismissed,  the 
two  barracks  now  built  will  contain  three  hundred  men. 

We  would  also  beg  leave  to  refer  the  honourable  Provin- 
cial Congress  to  ours  of  the  1 0th  ultimo,  in  which  we  in- 
formed them  what  barracks  we  had  then,  to  which  we  have 
never  been  honoured  with  an  answer.  Our  mentioning 
these  things  is  from  a  distress  we  are  in  on  finding  so  many 
men  ordered  up  to  this  post,  when  we  never  expected  any 
more  than  three  hundred  to  winter  here,  and,  hearing 
nothing  to  induce  us  to  think  otherwise,  provided,  as  wefi 
as  circumstances  and  time  permitted,  for  only  that  number. 

As  to  procuring  fire-wood,  we  are  very  ready  to  do  it ; 
but  it  must  be  bought  and  brought  by  water  here.  We 
think  this  comes  more  properly  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissary  to  the  troops  to  be  quartered  here.  We  have 
been  down  in  the  sloop  Liberty,  examining  the  river  as 
low  as  Slaughter's  Landing,  and  find  the  depth  of  water, 
from  there  to  this  post,  greatly  to  exceed  the  information 
we  have  had.  We  also  took  a  view  of  Pooploop's  HiU, 
and  found  its  situation  the  best  by  much  for  any  defensive 
works  in  the  Highlands.  A  little  to  the  north  of  the 
house,  on  the  hill,  is  a  place  where  a  battery  of  heavy 
cannon  would  obstruct  any  eneinies  coming  up,  as  it  com- 
mands the  river  down  and  up,  the  length  of  point-blank 
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shot.  Timber  in  plenty,  near,  to  be  bad.  No  enemy  can 
land  at  Haverstraw  and  cross  the  mountain,  to  annoy  it  by 
land.  The  height  of  the  place,  about  one  hundred  feet 
above  the  river,  and  is  not  much  wider  over  to  Anthony's 
Nose  than  at  this  post.  From  Pooploop's  Hill,  we  un- 
derstand, there  is  a  tolerable  road,  and  can  be  made,  with 
ease,  much  better  to  the  West-Point.  From  there  an 
enemy  might  bring  cannon  by  land  against  this  post. 

We  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  above  before  the 
honourable  Congress. 

And  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

William  Bedlow, 
Thomas  Grenell,  , 

Jonathan  Lawrence. 
To  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esquire. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON   TO    COLONEL    BALDWIN. 

Cambridge,  Docembor  13,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  in- 
form you  that,  notwithstanding  his  orders  to  the  contrary, 
some  of  the  persons  that  came  last  from  Boston  to  Point 
Shirley  have  been  at  this  camp.  One  he  has  seen  him- 
self. He  is  exceedingly  desirous  to  prevent  a  measure 
that  may  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  the  army,  and 
therefore  enjoins  that  you  will  make  it  known  to  these 
people,  and  all  others  that  may  be  sent  out,  that  they  do 
not  come  here  without  special  leave  obtained  first  of  him ; 
and  if  they  do,  they  will  be  immediately  imprisoned. 

R.  H.  Harrison. 
To  Colonel  Loammi  Baldmn,  Chelsea. 


colonel   MOYLAN    to    WILLIAM    WATSON. 

Cambridge,  December  13,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  4th  instant  is  come  to  hand. 
Your  attention  and  activity  in  fitting  out  the  armed  vessels 
is  pleasing  to  his  Excellency.  1  wish  they  may  carry  in 
some  prizes  that  may  pay  you  for  all  your  trouble.  Cap- 
tain Manly's  good  fortune  seems  to  stick  to  him ;  he  has 
taken  three  valuable  prizes  since  my  last.  This  shows  of 
what  vast  advantage  to  the  cause  these  vessels  would  be, 
if  the  commanders  were  all  as  attentive  to  their  duty  and 
interest  as  Manly  is.  There  runs  a  report  about  camp 
that  one  of  our  little  fleet  is  taken  and  carried  \nXo  Boston. 
We  shall  be  uneasy  until  we  hear  from  MartinJale,  as  he 
is  the  one  suspected.  If  Captain  Coit  and  he  are  safe, 
let  us  know  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  of  the  11th  is  come  to  hand.  I  fear  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Washington  is  taken. 

Mr.  Isaac  Symms  receives  £1015  \&s.  S%d.,he'mg  the 

amount  of  the  account  of  expenses  for   fitting  out    the 

Washington  and  Harrison,  armed  vessels.     The  General 

returns  his  thanks  for  the  venison. 

I  am,  &,c.,  c  ,, 

Stephen  Moylan. 

To  William  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 


ELBRIDGE  GERRY  TO  SAMUEL  ADAMS. 

Watertown,  December  13,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  With  pleasure  1  received  your  letter  of  Oc' 
<o6er  29th,  relative  to  the  militia  and  other  subjects  equally 
important.  When  writing  on  the  subject  of  the  militia,  I 
proposed  they  should  be  under  the  command  of  a  Conti- 
nental General,  in  case  of  their  being  raised  to  reinforce 
his  army,  and  upon  the  supposition  that  this  must  require 
an  act  of  the  Court  of  the  Colony  whose  militia  should 
be  thus  raised.  A  Continental  General,  as  such,  1  am 
clearly  of  opinion,  ought  not  to  have  any  command  of  the 
militia.  It  is  by  no  means  necessary  for  general  defence. 
It  would  lead  a  principal  servant  of  the  Government  to 
forget  his  station,  and  conceive  himself  its  master ;  but 
since,  in  military  operations,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  but  one  head,  each  Assembly  would  find  it  necessary 
that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  which  their  mi- 
litia should  occasionally  reinforce,  should  take  the  com- 
mand of  such  part  as  they  might  order  to  his  assistance, 
and  this  during  the  pleasure,  only,  of  such  Assembly  ; 
upon  which  plan  he  would,  as  to  this,  be  in  effect  a  Colo- 
nial officer.     We  already  see  a  growing  thirst  for  power 


in  some  of  the  inferior  departments  of  the  army,  which 
ought  to  be  regulated  so  far  as  to  keep  the  military  entirely 
subservient  to  the  civil  in  every  part  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

Your  sentiments  on  the  choice  of  men  for  publkik  offices 
are  extremely  just.  The  jealousy  you  speak  of  is  plenti- 
fully produced  in  our  House  of  Representatives.  This  is 
so  natural  to  their  habits,  and  toryism  so  noxious,  that  an 
enemy  to  America  might  as  well  attempt  to  scale  the  re- 
gions of  bliss  as  to  insinuate  himself  into  the  favour  of  the 
Assembly ;  but  I  should  be  glad  to  see  a  sufficient  guard 
against  the  choice  of  men  on  account  of  pecuniary  recom- 
mendation. It  is  happy  to  find  a  man  independent  in  his 
fortune,  of  good  sense  and  true  patriotism,  filling  a  publick 
office ;  but  when  the  last  is  wanting,  the  possession  of  the 
first  is  an  evil.  Notwithstanding  which,  there  have  been 
instances  in  this  Government,  of  persons  chosen  into  pub- 
lick  office  who  might  have  lived  till  the  millenium  in  silent 
obscurity  had  they  depended  on  their  mental  qualifications 
to  bring  them  into  publick  view. 

With  respect  to  incompatible  offices,  a  bill  is  on  foot  to 
prevent  this  evil,  and  particular  care  will  be  taken  to  ex- 
clude gentlemen  of  the  army  from  the  Legislative,  that 
military  influence  may  never  reach  the  Senate. 

History  can  hardly  produce  such  a  series  of  events  as 
have  taken  place  in  favour  of -4«)ericaH  opposition.  The 
hand  of  Heaven  appears  to  have  directed  every  occur- 
rence. Had  such  an  event  as  lately  occurred  in  Essex 
happened  to  Cromwell,  he  would  have  published  it  as  a 
miracle  in  his  favour,  and  excited  his  soldiers  to  enthusi- 
asm and  bravery. 

The  manufacture  of  saltpetre  is  increasing.  We  shall 
be  greatly  served  if  a  plan  of  the  Philadelphia  powder- 
mills  can  be  sent  us,  which  (Mr.  Revere  tells  me)  the 
owner  was  so  selfish  as  to  refuse,  without  a  reward  of  one 
hundred  half-johannes. 

Your  very  true  friend,  -r^  f^ 

■'  '  Llbbidge  Gerry. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  December  13,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  His  Majesty's  ship  Tartar,  being  ordered  to 
England,  by  Admiral  Graves,  I  am  to  confirm  to  your 
Lordship  the  intelligence  beforecommunicated,of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  ordnance  brig  Nancy,  by  the  Rebels,  and  that 
there  is  certainty  of  another  vessel,  the  property  of  a  mer- 
chant, loaded  with  woollen  goods  and  every  article  neces- 
sary for  clothing,  having  lately  fallen  into  their  hands,  which 
must  afford  great  relief  to  their  most  essential  wants. 

Since  the  departure  of  the  Boyne,  man-of-war,  on  the 
5th  instant,  there  have  been  no  arrivals  from  Britain;  and 
I  am  induced  to  believe,  from  the  long  prevalence  of  north- 
erly winds,  that  the  transports  from  Cork,  with  the  17th, 
27th,  28th,  46th,  and  55th  regiments,  together  with  the 
ships  bringing  stores  for  this  place,  have  been  forced  far 
from  the  coast ;  and  if  so,  the  difficulties  they  have  to  en- 
counter in  getting  to  this  port  will  increase  in  proportion  as 
the  winter  season  advances. 

These  considerations,  and  the  state  of  provisions  in  store, 
a  particular  account  of  which  your  Lordship  has  with  my 
separate  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  sent  by  the  Boync,  give 
rise  to  very  alarming  apprehensions,  especially  as  demands 
for  this  article  are  increased  from  the  transports,  provisions 
for  the  seamen  being  expended  from  the  pressing  wants  of 
useful  persons,  who  must  be  supported  for  their  services, 
and  of  many  others,  who  have  ever  been  attached  to  Go- 
vernment. 

1  am  also  concerned  to  observe  that  the  uncertainty  of 
defenceless  vessels  getting  into  this  harbour  is  rendered 
more  precarious,  by  the  rebel  privateers  infesting  the  bay, 
who  can  take  the  advantage  of  many  inlets  on  the  coast, 
where  His  Majesty's  shii)5  cannot  pursue  them,  and  from 
whence  they  can  safely  avail  themselves  of  any  favourable 
opportunities  that  offer.  The  Admiral  being  of  opinion 
that  the  ships  cannot  block  up  the  several  ports  of  Cape 
Anne,  Marblehead,  Beverly,  and  Plymouth,  which  afford 
protection  to  these  pirates,  without  the  assistance  of  a  land 
force,  that  cannot  at  present  be  spared,  has  placed  his  ships 
in  Nantasket-Road,  with  orders  to  cruise  from  thence  in 
the  bay  ;  which,  not  proving  effectual,  I  would  humbly 
propose  that  the  provisions,  and  other  valuable  stores,  be 
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sent  out  for  the  future  in  ships-of-war,  without  their  lower 
deck-guns,  or  in  vessels  of  sufficient  force  to  defend  them- 
selves against  these  Pirates.  One  of  thein,  a  brigantine, 
with  seventy-three  men,  has  been  brought  in  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Foivey ;  and  I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy 
of  the  Captain's  instructions,  from  Mr.  Washington,  com- 
manding the  Rebel  army.  The  prisoners  are  sent  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Tartar. 

The  troops  entered  into  quarters  here  yesterday,  leaving 
a  detachment  intrenched  upon  the  heights  of  Charlestown, 
for  the  defence  of  that  post. 

Six  companies  of  the  Sixty-fifth  are  embarked,  and  will 
sail  for  Halifax,  under  convoy  of  the  Cerberus  frigate.  The 
18th  and  59th  Regiments,  being  drafted  into  other  corps, 
their  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers,  with  the 
invalids  and  recruiting  parties,  go  from  hence  on  board  of 
transports,  in  company  with  the  Tartar. 

By  advice  received  from  the  head-quarters  of  the  Re- 
bels, I  learn  that  General  Carleton  embarked  at  Montreal 
for  Quebeck,  on  the  12th  of  November,  with  one  hundred 
soldiers,  and  as  many  Canadians,  carrying  with  him  all  the 
military  stores  he  could  convey;  and  that  the  Rebels  took 
possession  of  the  town  the  next  day. 


am. 


&c.. 


W.  Howe. 


ADDRESS    OF   THE    FREEHOLDERS,    ETC.,    OF    THE    COUNTT 
OF  PEEBLES. 

Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  of  the  County  of  Peebles, 
presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, and  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Tax  of  the 
County  of  Peebles. 
We,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  the 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  and  Commissioners  of    modation  will  take  place,  others  not.  I  fancy  no  true  judg 


may  be  transmitted,  in  that  state,  to  your  Majesty's  latest 
posterity. 

Signed  in  our  name,  and  by  our  appointment,  at  Pee- 
bles, the  14th  of  December,  1775. 

James  Montgomery. 


In  Massachusetts  House  of  ReprcsentativRS, 
February  14,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  letter  from 
St.  Eustatia,  signed  Yankoo,  dated  December  I4th,  en- 
closing a  number  of  newspapers. 

TO    ANY    PROVINCIAL    COMMITTEE    OR    CONGRESS    ON    THE 
.;,..,.  CONTINENT  OF  AMERICA. 

St.  Eustatia,  December  14,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  My  last,  via  Salem,  was  intended  via 
Rhode-Island,  but  lost  the  opportunity,  and  am  fearful  if 
the  letter  reached  you,  as  I  must  suppose  captures  have  com- 
menced in  America,  as  well  as  in  the  West-Indies.  Several 
vessels  inwards  from  America,  and  bound  thither,  among 
the  islands,  have  been  detained  and  sent  into  port,  parti- 
cularly Antigua  and  Dominico ;  and,  notwithstanding  their 
clearances,  will  be  condemned,  as  reprisals  are  made  without 
distinction,  of  all  vessels  going  to  or  coming  from  America. 
Various  are  the  reports  from  England,  respecting  America ; 
which  proves  it  is  little  known  what  is  intended  ;  but  if  we 
were  to  judge  from  circumstances,  in  particular  that  of  re- 
prisals, taking  in  pay  foreign  forces,  and  the  enumeratino' 
their  transports,  with  every  kind  of  stores,  ammunition,  Sic, 
&tc.,  it  certainly  carries  appearances  very  different  from  an 
accommodation.  I  saw  a  letter  from  Bristol,  to  a  gentle- 
man here,  dated  23d  October;  part  says,  no  prospect  of  a 
reconciliation,  the  Ministry  being  determined  to  push  mea- 
sures. Another,  from  Scotland,  this  very  day  received, 
and  two  days  later,  says :  Matters  between  Great  Britain 
and  America  will  certainly  be  settled  on  the  meetinor  of  the 
Parliament.  Letters  anterior  to  these,  and  differently  re- 
ceived, bear  near  the  same  import.     Some  say  an  accom- 


the  Land  Tax,  of  the  County  of  Peebles,  beg  leave,  upon 
the  present  very  serious  and  alarming  occasion,  to  express, 
with  perfect  unanimity,  that  warm  affection  and  gratitude 
which  we  have  and  owe  to  your  Royal  person,  under  whose 
auspicious  Government  we  feel,  in  common  with  all  your 
Majesty's  subjects,  every  blessing  that  the  best  laws,  exe- 
cuted by  the  best  of  Kings,  can  possibly  produce. 

We  lament  the  situation  of  those  of  your  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, in  America,  who,  by  the  artifices  and  false  suggestions 
of  designing  men,  have  been  induced  to  go  into  rebellion, 
from  the  groundless  apprehensions  of  their  property  being 
rendered  precarious,  and  their  liberties  destroyed,  by  their 
submitting  to  be  taxed  by  the  British  Legislature. 

We  detest  all  the  illegal  and  disloyal  artifices  that  have 
been  used  for  seducing  your  Majesty's  American  subjects, 
not  only  to  violate  the  law,  in  the  destruction  of  private 
property,  but  also  to  resist  and  destroy  all  legal  authority, 
and  at  last,  by  open  rebellion,  even  to  dispute  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  British  Legislature. 

We  likewise  beg  leave  to  testify  our  disapprobation  and 
dislike  of  all  the  licentious,  seditious,  and  poisonous  doc- 
trines which  have  of  late  been  maintained  and  published, 
either  by  speaking  or  writing,  that  have  a  tendency,  at  this 
critical  juncture,  to  add  to  the  deception  of  the  deluded 
people  of  America,  by  making  them  believe  that  their 
rebellion  is  lawful,  and  approved  of  by  the  subjects  of 
Britain. 

We  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  your  Majesty's  Councils, 
aided  and  supported  by  your  Parliament,  and  in  the  valour 
of  your  Majesty's  arms,  that  every  proper  means  will  be 
used  successfully,  under  the  kind  protection  of  Heaven, 
for  bringing  our  deluded  fellow-subjects  of  America  to  a 
just  sense  of  their  duty  of  obedience  to  the  Supreme  Le- 
gislative authority  of  these  Kingdoms,  and  to  eradicate  those 
groundless  apprehensions  that  seem  to  have  inflamed  their 
minds;  that  the  reconciliation  may  be  sincere  and  perma- 
nent; and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  wish 
and  most  earnest  desire  to  exert  every  means  we  can  to 
strengthen  the  power  of  your  Government. 

We  pray  God,  that  your  Majesty  may  long  reign  over 
us;  and  that  the  British  Dominions,  united  in  your  rei^n. 
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ment  can  be  formed  but  from  the  result  of  the  Parliament. 
God  send  the  agreeable  tidings  of  peace  to  each  other. 
May  Heaven  inspire  their  souls  with  just  ideas  of  duty, 
each  to  the  other,  that  justice  may  be  sealed  in  mercy,  and 
so  enlighten  the  minds  of  that  great  tribunal  as  to  remove 
every  oppressive  measure  from  before  the  throne,  that  the 
subjects  of  Britain,  wherever  dispersed,  may  know  no 
grievance,  but,  in  every  part  of  their  wide  extended  empire, 
be  able,  with  honest  truth,  to  sing  aloud  in  anthems  of  joy  : 
Justice,  justice  runs  down  our  streets  like  a  stream  ;  all  evils 
are  now  removed  from  before  us  ;  and  one  and  all  adore 
the  God  of  justice,  as  the  King  of  our  King,  and  the  Su- 
preme of  the  Universe.  May  brotherly  love  be  mutually 
renewed,  under  the  banners  of  justice,  and  Britain  and 
America  join  in  grateful  songs  of  praise  for  a  happy  de- 
liverance from  destruction,  and  be  inseparably  united  to 
their  glory,  and  the  glory  of  God  the  giver;  is  the  fervent 
wish  of  your  obedient  and  affectionate,  Yankoo. 

P.  S.  A  brig  here  will  sail  for  Boston,  in  ten  days,  with 
molasses  for  the  troops.     I  shall  write. 


declaration   by    VIRGINIA    CONVENTION. 

By  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  the  Colony  and 
Dominion  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  General  Conven- 
tion. 

A  Declaration. 
Whereas,  Lord  Dunmore,  by  his  Proclamation,  dated  on 
board  the  ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  the  7tli  day  of  No' 
vember,  1775,  hath  offered  freedom  to  such  able-bodied 
slaves  as  are  willing  to  join  him,  and  take  up  arms  against 
the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  giving  thereby  encourage- 
ment to  a  general  insurrection,  which  may  induce  a  neces- 
sity of  inflicting  the  severest  punishments  upon  those  un- 
happy people,  already  deluded  by  his  base  and  insidious 
arts  ;  and  whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  now 
in  force  in  this  Colony,  it  is  enacted,  that  all  negro  or  other 
slaves,  conspiring  to  rebel  or  make  insurrection,  shall  suffer 
death,  and  be  excluded  all  benefit  of  Clergy:  We  think  it 
proper  to  declare,  that  all  slaves,  who  have  been,  or  shall 
be,  seduced  by  his  Lordship's  proclamation,  or  other  arLs,. 
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to  desert  their  masters'  service,  and  take  up  arms  against 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  liable  to  such  pun- 
ishments as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the  General  Con- 
vention. And  to  the  end  that  all  such  who  have  taken 
this  unlawful  and  wicked  step  may  return  in  safety  to  their 
duty,  and  escape  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes,  we 
hereby  promise  to  pardon  them,  they  surrendering  them- 
selves to  Col.  William  Woodford,  or  any  other  commander 
of  our  troops,  and  not  appearing  in  arms  after  the  publica- 
tion hereof.  And  we  do  further  earnestly  recommend  it 
to  all  humane  and  benevolent  persons  in  this  Colony,  to 
explain  and  make  known  this  our  offer  of  mercy  to  those 
unfortunate  people. 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

Virginia,  December  14,  1775. 

LORD  STIRLING  TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  POLHEMUS. 

Elizabethtown,  December  14, 1775. 
Sir:  I  must  desire  that  you  will  forthwith  call  in  all 
such  men  as  are  now  absent  from  your  company,  and,  for 
the  future,  to  give  no  furlough  or  leave  of  absence  to  any 
officer  or  private,  but  to  hold  your  company  in  order  for 
marching  at  twenty-four  hours'  notice. 

1  am  your  most  humble  servant,  Stirling. 

Captain  John  Polhcmtts,  Brunstvick. 


\ 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN   CONWAT. 

Elizabotlitown,  Decombor  14,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  lltb  inst.,  and 
much  approve  of  your  getting  possession  of  the  beds,  blan- 
kets, and  other  barrack  utensils,  at  Amboy.  Be  pleased, 
by  the  first  opportunity,  to  furnish  me  with  an  exact  ac- 
count of  each  article  you  have  received,  and  to  be  particu- 
lar with  regard  to  the  blankets — distinguishing  how  many 
of  them  are  new,  how  many  partly  worn,  and  how  many 
of  them  are  distributed  to  the  men  of  your  company. 

The  three  men  you  have  confined  must  remain  prison- 
ers until  we  can  form  a  regimental  court-martial,  which 
will  not  be  till  next  week.  Powell  and  Rose  are  engaged 
as  drum  and  fife  majors  to  the  regiment.*  The  repairs  you 
Epeak  of  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  must  desire  you 
will  get  them  done,  and  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  ex- 
pense. 

The  men  of  your  company  should  be  kept  in  constant 
exercise,  especially  marching.  We  are  at  it  here  at  least 
five  hours  every  day. 

I  am,  &c.,  Stirling. 

Captain  John  Conway. 

commissioners  or   INDIAN    affairs    to    PRESIDENT    OF 

congress. 

Albany,  December  14,  1775. 
Sir  :  Conscious  that  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  our  respectable 
constituents  and  ourselves,  not  to  permit  any  doubts  or  sus- 
picions to  exist,  relative  to  or  concerning  any  transactions 
of  ours,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  eradicate  ihem ;  and 
reports  prevailing,  that  what  Tiahogwando,  the  Onon- 
daga chief,  delivered  at  the  conference  held  here  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September  last,  respecting  tlie  Sus- 
guehannah  lands,  now  unliappily  in  controversy  between 
the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  was  not  in 
consequence  either  of  directions  from  his  particular  nation, 

*It  is  agreed  between  Thomas  Rose,  on  the  one  part,  and  William, 
Earl  of  Stirling,  Colonel  of  the  First  New-Jersey  Regiment,  in  the 
Continental  service,  on  the  other  part,  as  follows  :  That  the  said  Tho- 
mas Rose  doth  inlist  himself  as  a  drummer  in  the  said  ri;giment,  at  the 
usual  Continental  pay  of  sevnn  and  one.third  of  a  dollar  per  month  ; 
and  also  four  dollars  per  month,  subsistence,  or  provision  in  lieu  thereof; 
and  in  consideration  that  the  said  TUomas  Rose  is  well  qualiiied  for 
drum-major  of  the  said  regiment,  and  is  able  to  teach  the  other  drum- 
mers the  use  of  their  drums  and  the  whole  of  their  duty,  the  said  Col. 
onel  docs  agree  to  pay  to  the  said  Thomas  Rose,  eight  dollars  and  two. 
thirds  of  a  dollar  more,  monthly,  to  be  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  the 
other  drummers ;  and  this  to  continue  as  long  as  the  said  Thomas  Rose 
continues  in  the  service,  which  will  be  during  his  good  behaviour,  or  as 
long  as  the  regiment  continues  in  the  service.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
out  of  the  above  mentioned  pay,  eight  dollars  per  month  shall,  by  the 
Paymaster,  monthly,  bo  lodged  in  tho  hands  of  Colonel  John  Neilson, 
of  Brunswick,  for  the  use  of  tho  said  Thomas  Rose's  wife ;  one  month's 
pay  to  he  advanced  to  the  said  Thomas  Rose,  when  tho  Paymaster  next 
comes  to  Head-quarters. 

Witness  my  hand,  this  12th  day  of  December,  1775. 

Thomas  Rose. 


or  the  result  of  the  united  councils  of  the  Six  Nations,  we 
unaniutously  resolved  to  enter  into  an  inquiry.  Accord- 
ingly we  sent  for  Messrs.  Deane  and  Kirkland,  who  agreed 
in  the  following  information,  viz:  That  immediately  after 
Tiahogwando  had  delivered  his  speech,  a  murmur  ran 
through  the  assembly  as  at  a  matter  not  only  unexpected 
but  improper;  and  that  some  of  the  sachems,  after  the  rising 
of  the  assembly,  spoke  to  them  on  the  subject,  express- 
ing their  astonishment  at  such  a  speech,  of  vvhicii  no  notice 
had  been  given  to  the  Six  Nations. 

Mr.  Fulmer,  another  interpreter,  was  then  called  before 
us;  and  as,  in  the  information  which  he  gave.  Colonel  Fran- 
cis's name  was  mentioned,  we  thought  proper  to  take  his 
deposition  and  enclose  it. 

After  Fulmer's  information,  we  were  of  opinion  that  the 
sachems  should  be  convened,  that  we  might  confer  with 
them  on  the  occasion.  Accordingly,  Tiahogxvnndo,  with 
another  Onondaga  sachem,  and  two  from  each  of  the  other 
nations  now  in  town,  were  convened;  at  which  meeting 
were  also  present,  Messrs.  Deane,  Kirkland,  Bleeker,  and 
Fulmer,  interpreters.  The  Indians  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  business  of  the  meeting,  Tiahogwando,  the  Onon- 
daga sachem,  gave  the  following  information  :  That  coming 
from  the  meeting  preceding  that  in  which  the  Susqnehan- 
nah  lands  were  mentioned.  Colonel  Francis  took  him  by 
the  hand,  and  informed  him  that  all  the  other  sachems  had 
been  to  see  him,  and  asked  why  he  did  not  come  and  smoke 
a  pipe  with  him ;  and  invited  him  to  his  room  in  the  even- 
ing, that  he  had  something  to  say  to  him.  The  sachem 
replied,  it  was  not  the  custom  of /nrfians  to  conse  alone  on 
such  an  occasion,  and  that  he  would  therefore  bring  one  or 
two  along  with  him.  Two  accordingly  came  with  him  in 
the  evening.  After  they  had  drank  a  little,  and  began  to  be 
intoxicated.  Colonel  Francis  informed  them  that  Governour 
Penn  had  directed  him  to  make  inquiry  about  the  sale  of 
the  Susquehannah  lands.  Upon  which,  Tiahogwando  then 
related  what  he  (being  a  lad)  had  heard  Dinasteego  inform 
his  father,  being  in  substance  the  same  as  he  had  delivered 
in  his  speech.  He  observed  that  he  was  sorry  the  white 
people  deceived  the  Indians,  by  giving  them  liquor,  to  make 
them  say  things  they  ouyht  not ;  and  that  what  he  had  said 
was  not  in  consequence  of  any  directions  he  had  either 
from  his  nation  or  the  Six  Nations. 

Tiahogwando  further  says,  that  Colonel  Francis  pro- 
mised to  give  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  something, 
provided  he  would  deliver  it  at  the  close  of  the  business  of 
the  next  meeting,  and  not  mention  his  name — meaning 
Colonel  Francis.  This  chief  then  observed  to  us,  that  the, 
white  people  have  a  medicine  (meaning  liquors)  which 
would  make  Indians  bring  out  all  that  is  in  their  minds. 

We  hope,  sir,  tliat  in  making  this  inquiry,  we  have  not 
gone  beyond  the  line  of  our  duty.  Our  only  motives  for 
prosecuting  this  inquiry,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give 
Congress  in  the  former  part  of  this  letter. 

We  remain,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem, 

yours,  &Z.C.,  &tc.,  „  ^ 

■>        '        '        '  I'hilif  Schuyler, 

Volkert  p.  Douw, 

Timothy  Edwards. 

The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  22,  1775.] 

Albany,  December  14, 1775. 

Sir:  Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  received  no  accounts 
from  Canada.  The  Indians  delivered  us  a  speech  on  the 
12th,  in  which  they  related  the  substance  of  all  the 
conferences  Colonel  Johnson  had  with  them  the  last  sum- 
mer, concluding  with  that  at  Montreal,  where  he  delivered 
to  each  of  the  Canadian  tribes  a  war-belt  and  a  hatchet, 
who  accepted  it ;  after  which  they  were  invited  to  feast  on 
a  Bostonian,  and  drink  his  blood — an  ox  being  roasted  for 
the  purpose,  and  a  pipe  of  wine  given  to  drink.  The  war- 
song  was  also  sung.  One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations, 
that  attended  at  that  conference,  accepted  of  a  very  large, 
black  war-belt,  with  a  hatchet  depictured  in  it,  but  would 
neither  eat  nor  drink,  nor  sing  the  war-song.  This  famous 
belt  they  have  delivered  up,  and  we  have  now  a  full  proof 
that  the  Ministerial  servants  have  attempted  to  engage  the 
savages  against  us. 
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I  learn  that  the  recruiting  parties  I  have  sent  out,  meet 
with  little  success.  The  troops  oi Fort-George  and  Ticon- 
deroga,  have  only  seventeen  days  more  to  serve.,  and  I  fear 
they  will  come  away  as  soon  as  their  ti(ne  of  service  is  ex- 
pired. 

All  the  prisoners  are  not  yet  arrived  here.  The  moment 
they  come  in,  I  shall  send  them  to  Esoptis,  as  well  the  offi- 
cers as  men ;  for  Colonel  fVokott  informs  me  that  Go- 
vernoiir  Skene,  as  well  as  his  son,  have  fled,  and  that  two 
Frenchmen  are  also  gone,  one  of  which  is  Orillat,  whom 
M.X.  Brook  Watson  recommended  to  Major  S/drreff  to  get 
exchanged.  The  vicinity  of  Hudson  river  to  Newtown  and 
Bridgefield  (the  two  tory  towns  in  Connecticut)  favours 
their  escape.  I  have  given  such  orders  to  Colonel  Wyn- 
koop,  that,  if  they  are  properly  executed,  I  shall  be  under 
no  apprehensions  for  those  that  go  to  Ulster  County.  fVyn- 
koop  is  a  spirited  and  good  officer. 

The  river  here  is  closed.  The  prisonei-s  are  to  march 
by  land.  I  propose  keeping  the  French  seigneurs  until  I 
can  move  theiTi  at  a  less  expense.  Perhaps,  too,  if  Que- 
heck  should  fall  into  our  hands.  General  Montgomery  may 
beg  of  Congress  to  permit  them  to  pay  a  visit  to  their 
families. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philif  Schuyler. 
Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &.c. 


JOSEPH  HOPKINS  S  REPORT  ON  LEAD-MINES. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly,  convened  at  New- 
Haven,  on  the  I4th  December,  1775 : 

Whereas  Captain  Samuel  Forbes  and  the  subscriber 
were  appointed  by  your  Honours,  at  your  sessions  in  Oc- 
tober last,  a  Committee  to  examine  and  explore  a  lead- 
mine  a.t  New-Canaan,  in  the  Province  of  New-York,  and 
to  report,  &tc. 

The  said  subscriber  begs  leave  to  report  that,  on  the  7th 
of  iVouemicr  last,  on  my  journey  to  said  New-Canaan,  I 
expected  said  Captain  Forbes  to  join  me  ;  but  he  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  assist  in  said  business,  advised  me  to  pro- 
ceed;  with  which  advice  I  complied,  and  repaired  to  said 
New- Canaan,  where  I  found  said  mine,  the  vein  of  ore  in 
which  appears  about  fifty  or  sixty  rods  in  length,  lying 
north  and  south  in  a  ledge  of  rocks  or  lime-stone,  mixed 
with  white  flint,  at  the  south  end  of  which  the  ground 
falls  about  twenty-six  feet,  below  which  the  water  cannot 
be  drawn  off  by  a  level;  which  vein  I  found  had  been 
opened  about  one  rod  in  length,  and  about  three  or  four  feet 
deep,  where  I  employed  a  skilful  miner  to  blast  the  rock, 
but  found  no  continued  or  adherent  vein,  but  found  the  ore 
in  bodies,  in  different  shapes,  about  three  or  four  inches  in 
diameter,  lying  about  three  or  four  feet  distant.  The  said 
miner  also  opened  the  vein  in  several  places  where  it  had 
not  before  been  tried,  and  it  appeared  to  lie  in  the  same 
manner.  I  also  smelted  about  eight  ounces  of  said  ore, 
and  found,  when  it  was  well  refined,  it  weighed  five  ounces, 
and  was  very  malleable  and  good.    All  which  is  submitted. 

Your  Honours'  most  obedient,  hutnble  servant, 

Joseph  Hopkins. 

N.  B.  The  mine  aforesaid  lies  in  a  tract  of  land  called 
the  King's  District,  where  the  fee  has  never  been  granted, 
or  patent,  to  any  person,  and  the  inhabitants  claim  to  hold 
by  possession  only ;  and  1  employed  the  miner  aforemen- 
tioned, with  others,  to  labour  in  said  mine  seven  days, 
about  half  of  which  time  was  spent  in  preparing  to  open 
the  vein,  and  by  the  other  half  of  the  labour  was  raised  one 
hundred  weight  of  ore. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF    CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  December  14,  1775. 

Sir:  The  two  French  gentlemen  who  will  appear  be- 
fore you  with  this,  brought  recommendations  to  me  from 
Governour  Cooke,  of  Providence ;  their  names  are  Mes- 
sieurs Penet  and  De  Pliarne.  They  propose  a  plan  for 
supplying  this  Continent  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which 
appears  to  me  very  eligible.  As  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  schemes  already  formed  by  Congress  for  the 
attainment  of  these  necessary  articles,  I  have  declined  enter- 
ing into  any  engagements  with  them,  but  have  prevailed 


with  them  to  proceed,  at  the  publick  expense,  to  Philadel- 
phia, and  there,  through  you,  to  lay  their  proposals  before 
Congress,  or  a  Committee  of  Congress,  to  whose  attention 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  them,  and  the  important  busi- 
ness they  come  upon. 

I  am,  &.C.,  George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress. 

P.  S.  I  have  given  these  gentlemen  reason  to  expect 
that  they  can  get  back  to  the  Capes  as  commodiously  and 
speedily  from  Philadelphia  as  they  could  from  Providence, 
in  which  1  should  be  very  sorry  if  they  were  disappointed. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  23,  177.'i.] 

Cambridge,  December  14,  1775. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  with  the 
several  resolves  of  Congress  therein  enclosed.  The  re- 
solves relative  to  captures  made  by  Continental  armed  ves- 
sels, only  want  a  court  established  for  trial  to  make  them 
complete.  This,  1  hope,  will  be  soon  done,  as  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  urge  it  often  to  the  Congress.  I  am  some- 
what at  a  loss  to  know  whether  I  am  to  raise  the  two  bat- 
talions of  marines  here  or  not.  As  the  delay  can  be 
attended  with  but  little  inconvenience,  I  will  wait  a  further 
explanation  from  Congress,  before  I  take  any  steps  there- 
on. 1  am  much  pleased  that  the  money  will  be  forwarded 
with  all  possible  expedition,  as  it  is  much  wanting;  also, 
that  Connolly  aud  his  associates  are  taken  ;  it  has  been  a 
very  fortunate  discovery.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Congress  will  take  every  necessary  measure  to  dispossess 
Lord  Dunmore  of  his  hold  in  Virginia.  The  sooner  steps 
are  taken  for  that  purpose,  the  more  probability  there  viill 
be  of  their  being  effectual. 

Mr.  ffilliam  Aspcnwall  and  Mr.  Lemuel  Hayward  were 
appointed  surgeons  at  Roxbury,  in  the  first  formation  of  the 
army.  They  were  confirmed  by  Dr.  Church,  who  pro- 
mised them  to  write  to  the  Congress  in  their  behalf.  They 
applied  to  me  during  his  confinement  here,  at  a  time  that  I 
had  notice  of  Dr.  Morgan's  appointment.  I  referred  them 
to  his  arrival,  and  enclosed  you  have  his  sentiments  rela- 
tive to  them ;  also  of  Dr.  Rand,  surgeon  to  the  small-pox 
hospital,  and  his  mate.  1  have  to  remark  to  you  that 
when  we  had  some  time  past  got  the  better  of  the  small- 
pox. Dr.  Rand  applied  to  me  for  a  continuance  of  him  in 
that  department,  which,  from  a  principle  of  not  multiply- 
ing officers,  I  declined.  He  is  at  present  wanting,  and  says 
that  by  only  attending  occasionally,  he  loses  his  country 
practice — of  course  his  livelihood.  You  will  please  to  lay 
these  matters  before  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

I  was  happy  enough  to  anticipate  the  desire  of  Congress 
respecting  Mr.  Crafts  and  Mr.  Trott.  They  both  declined. 
The  latter  did  not  choose  to  serve.  The  former's  ambi- 
tion was  not  fully  gratified  by  the  offer  made  to  him  of  a 
Majority,  and  higher  rank  must  have  turned  out  Colonel 
Burbeck  or  Major  Mason,  who  had  served  in  those  charac- 
ters in  that  regiment  to  acceptation.  1  hope  Col.  Knox  will 
soon  finish  the  business  he  is  upon,  and  appear  here  to  take 
the  honourable  command  conferred  on  him  by  the  Congress. 
1  will  make  application  to  General  Howe,  and  propose  an 
exchange  for  Mr.  Ethan  Allen.  I  am  much  afraid  I  shall 
have  a  like  proposal  to  make  for  Captain  Martindale,  of 
the  armed  brigantine  Washington,  and  his  men,  who,  it  is 
reported,  were  taken  a  few  days  past  by  a  man-of-war,  and 
carried  into  Boston.  We  cannot  expect  to  be  always  suc- 
cessful. 

You  will  doubtless  hear  of  the  barbarity  of  Captaiti 
Wallace,  on  Conanicut  Island,  ere  this  reaches  your  hands. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  of  the  poor  inhabitants 
are  come  out  of  Boston.  The  small-pox  rages  all  over  the 
town.  Such  of  the  military  as  had  it  not  before,  are  now 
under  inoculation.  This,  1  apprehend,  is  a  weapon  of  de- 
fence they  are  using  against  us.  What  confirms  me  in  this- 
opinion  is,  that  I  have  information  that  they  are  tearing  up 
the  pavement,  to  be  provided  against  a  bombardment,  i 
wrote  you  this  day  by  Messieurs  Penet  and  De  Pliarne,. 
who  will  lay  before  the  Congress,  or  a.  committee  thereof, 
proposals  for  furnishing  the  Continent  with  arms  and  amr 
munition.  I  refer  you  to  themselves  for  further  particu- 
lars. 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  obe- 
dient servant,  George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

DOCTOR  MORGAN  TO  GENERAL,  WASHINGTON. 

General  Hospital,  December  13,  1775. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  Excellency's  command,  I 
have  carefully  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  General  Hos- 
pital, and  of  the  sick  in  each  house,  and  do  find  that  the 
number  set  down  in  the  last  weekly  return,  made  to  me 
from  the  surgeons  of  the  hospital,  amounts  to  six  hundred 
and  seventy-six  ;  but  they  have  sometimes  amounted  to 
near  fifteen  hundred,  of  which  the  proportion  at  Roxbury 
is  about  one-third ;  and  on  an  average  their  returns  have 
generally  proved  to  be  nearly  in  that  proportion.  And 
whereas,  from  the  great  number  of  troops  stationed  at  Rox- 
bury, and  its  being  so  remote  from  Cambridge,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  houses  there  for  the  reception  and 
care  of  the  sick,  and  to  have  stores  and  proper  officers  for 
the  same ;  and  on  further  consideration  of  the  merits  and 
services  of  William  Aspenwatl  and  Lemuel  Hayivard,  in 
establishing  houses  for  that  purpose,  and  their  care,  atten- 
tion, and  skill,  manifested  as  surgeons  ever  since  the  army 
has  been  established,  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  retain- 
ing gentlemen  of  their  abilities  and  good  character  in  the 
hospital,  and  the  particular  advantage  of  their  being  sta- 
tioned at  Roxbury,  in  case  of  action  in  that  quarter,  (the 
mates  of  the  hospital,  in  general,  being  not  yet  sufficiently 
qualified  for  a  trust  of  that  importance,  without  the  direc- 
tion of  a  superior;  and  the  four  surgeons,  already  appoint- 
ed bj'  Dr.  Church,  being  fully  employed,  in  times  of  pre- 
vailing sickness,  at  Cambridge,  and  will  be  all  wanted  there 
in  case  of  a  general  action,)  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend that  Mr.  Aspenwall  and  Mr.  Hayward  may  still  be 
kept  in  pay  as  additional  surgeons  in  the  General  Hospital, 
so  long  as  circumstances  require,  with  liberty  to  draw  on 
this  hospital  for  the  necessary  supplies  of  instruments, 
medicines,  &c.  And  whereas  the  small-pox  hath  made  its 
appearance  at  several  times  in  the  army,  and  a  number  of 
persons  have  been  lately  sent  out  o(  Boston,  and  landed  at 
Point- Shirley,  with  the  small-pox  on  them,  it  is  highly 
expedient  to  fix  on  a  proper  place  for  conveying  such  per- 
sons to,  as  may  have  the  small-pox,  with  suitable  conve- 
niences to  prevent  its  spreading,  and  to  have  a  surgeon 
and  mate  of  experience  kept  there  continually,  whose  sole 
business  shall  be  restricted  to  the  taking  care  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  other  persons  that  may  have  the  small-pox,  and 
be  sent  thither  to  prevent  its  spreading.  And  whereas  Dr. 
Isaac  Rand  has  hitherto  been  employed  as  surgeon,  and 
Mr.  Lyon  as  his  mate,  to  take  care  of  the  small-pox  pa- 
tients, who  are  willing  to  remain  in  that  department,  I  do 
further  recommend  that  they  may  be  continued  in  pay  as 
surgeon  and  mate  for  the  service,  so  long  as  occasion  re- 
quires, with  liberty  to  draw  on  the  General  Hospital  for 
necessary  supplies. 

With  all  dutiful  submission,  1  remain  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Morgan. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

orders  by  general  WASHINGTON. 

Head-Quartors,  Cambridge,  December  12,  1775. 
(Panic,  Effingham.)  (Counteraiffn,  Fuller.) 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having  been 
pleased  to  appoint  Henry  Knox,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  of  Artillery,  upon  the  new  establishment,  he  is 
to  be  obeyed  as  such.  The  Colonels  or  commanding  ofli- 
cers  of  the  five  Connecticut  regiments,  upon  the  new  estab- 
lishment, to  deliver  to  the  Adjutant-General  to-morrow,  at 
orderly  time,  an  exact  list  of  the  commissioned  officers  of 
their  respective  corps,  together  with  a  return  of  the  men 
they  have  each  of  them  inlisted  for  the  above  regiments, 
as  an  express  is  immediately  to  set  out  to  Governour  Trum- 
bull, who  has  demanded  the  same,  to  lay  them  before  the 
Assembly  of  the  Colony. 

-X-  - 

^  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  13,  1775. 

<P»rolf,  Ccmrfrn.)  (Counlcnign,  Chatham.) 

The  Major-Generals  are  to  order  the  militia  companies 
10  be  joined  to  the  difierent  brigades  and  regiments  in  their 


respective  divisions,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  Connecticut  troops,  and  to  prevent  disorder 
and  confusion  in  case  we  should  be  called  to  action,  and 
make  a  report  thereof  as  soon  as  it  is  done.  As  the  com- 
panies have  an  inclination  to  join  particular  regiments,  the 
General  has  no  objection  to  it  in  every  instance  where  it 
can  be  done  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service,  and 
the  allotment  to  the  diflTerent  encampments.  The  Adju- 
tants of  every  regiment,  to  which  any  of  these  companies 
are  joined,  are  to  acquaint  them  with  all  general  and  bri- 
gade orders,  that  they  may  not  unknowingly  disobey  them. 
The  Colonels  of  the  several  regiments,  upon  the  new 
establishment,  may  respectively  apply  to  the  Commissary 
of  the  Ordnance  Stores  for  seventy-five  stand  of  arms,  late- 
ly taken  in  the  store-ship  from  London.  These  arms  the 
Colonels  will  be  careful  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  soldiers 
most  approved  for  their  care  and  bravery,  and  such  only  as 
are  inlisted  for  the  next  campaign ;  exact  lists  of  their 
names  to  be  returned  to  the  respective  Colonels.  The  car- 
bines taken  in  the  said  ship  are  not  to  be  delivered  without 
especial  orders.  

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  December  l^l,  1775. 

Sib:  Yout  favour  of  the  11th  inst.,  was  handed  me  by 
the  two  French  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Penet  and  De  Pliame, 
for  which  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you.  I  have  heard 
their  proposals  and  plan  for  supplying  the  Continent 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  appear  plausible,  and  to 
promise  success.  But  not  thinking  myself  authorized  to 
enter  into  any  contract  respecting  the  same,  and  being  not 
fully  acquainted  with  the  measures  Congress  have  adopted 
for  procuring  these  articles,  I  have  prevailed  upon  them  to 
go  to  Philadelphia,  and  recommended  tiiem,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  their  plan,  to  that  body,  where  the  matter  will 
be  finally  agreed  upon  or  rejected. 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  furnish  every  neces- 
sary for  accommodating  them,  and  carriages,  with  all  ex- 
pedition, for  carrying  them  as  far  as  Governour  Trum- 
bull's. They  are  to  travel  at  the  Continental  expense; 
and  whatever  charge  you  may  be  at  on  their  account, 
you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  and  it  shall  be  im- 
mediately reimbursed. 

Yours,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 


WILLIAM  BARTLETT  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beveriy,  December  14,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  now  forward  to  your  Excellency,  by  the  bearer, 
three  casks  of  porter,  purchased  of  Capt.  Hunter ;  one  bar- 
rel of  lemons,  of  what  was  remaining  sound  out  of  the  ship 
Concord;  one  box  of  pickles;  one  keg  of  sweetmeats;  one 
box  of  wine  ;  two  cases  of  wine  ;  one  barrel  of  tea  and  loaf 
sugar;  one  box  of  oranges,  being  all  the  sound  ones  on 
board  the  hngHannah.  The  oranges  being  directed  to  his 
Excellency  General  Gage,  hope  they  will  be  the  more  ac- 
ceptable to  his  Excellency  General  Washington.  The  box 
of  sweetmeats  being  ail  I  can  find  at  present  on  board, 
when  she  is  unloaded,  if  there  should  be  any  more  found, 
shall  forward  them  to  your  Excellency.  Tliere  is  on  board 
the  brig  Hannah  a  number  of  casks  of  lemons  and  limes, 
being  almost  all  perished — therefore  shall  sell  them,  next 
Monday,  at  publick  auction,  if  no  counter  orders  are  re- 
ceived from  your  Excellency;  four  loaves  of  sugar  out  of 
ship  Jenny,  being  all  there  was  on  board.  Hope  these 
will  arrive  safe,  and  clear  from  frost;  and  am,  with 
the   greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most    obedient. 


humble  servant. 


William  Bartlett. 


To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 


COLONEL  MOTLAN  TO  COLONEL  WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge,  December  14,  1775. 

Sir:  I  see  by  your  favour  of  the  3d  December,  that 
mine  to  you  of  the  1st  had  not  then  reached  your  hands. 
I  then  desired  you  would  dispose  of  the  cargo  by  the  Rain- 
bow ;  also  the  sloop,  if  a  tolerable  price  could  be  got  for 
her.  If  this  last  is  not  done  ere  this  reaches  your  hands, 
you  must  defer  it  until  further  orders. 


/ 
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The  two  vessels  sent  into  Winter  Harbour  were  very 
unjustly  taken,  and  are  delivered  up  to  their  respective 
owners. 

Captain  Adams  has  his  complement  of  men  made  up. 
Please  to  make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  King ;  tell  him  I 
will  be  much  obliged  to  him  for  the  invoice  of  flour  by  first 
private  hand. 

Captain  Manly  has  been  very  successful  since  I  last 
wrote  you,  having  taken  three  more  valuable  prizes.  I 
wish  the  commanders  of  tiie  rest  of  our  little  fleet  were  as 
active  ;  if  they  were,  we  could  conquer  our  enemies  with- 
out loss  of  blood.     I  am,  &c., 

Stephen  Moylan. 
To  Colonel  Joshua  Wentworth,  Portsmouth. 


MAJOR  ROBERT  ROGERS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Medford,  (Porter's  Tavern,)  December  14,  1775. 

Sir:  I  sailed  from  Gravesend  the  4th  o{  June  last,  in  a 
merchant  ship,  bound  to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland,  which 
was,  at  the  time  I  came  away,  the  nighest  passage  1  could 
get  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  waited  on  the  gentlemen  that 
compose  the  Continental  Congress,  in  order  to  obtain  their 
permit  to  settle  my  private  affairs,  being  much  encumbered 
with  debts,  chiefly  contracted  in  the  Province  of  New- 
York;  in  which  settlement  my  brother,  Colonel  James 
Rogers,  (who  lives  in  the  Province  of  New-  York,  about 
twenty  miles  west  of  Connecticut  river,)  was  deeply  con- 
cerned, being  bound  for  me  in  several  sums  of  money, 
which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  visit  him  in  my  way 
home,  and  for  that  purpose  came  by  the  way  of  New-  York 
and  Albany,  to  my  brother's,  and  from  thence  to  Ports- 
mouth, to  my  wife  and  family,  (a  pleasure  long  wished  for,) 
having  been  six  years  in  Europe. 

I  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  that  would  permit 
to  come  to  this  town,  (where  I  arrived  this  morning,)  in 
order  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  passport  I  received 
at  Philadelphia,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  there,  a 
copy  of  which  is  transmitted  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter, 
together  with  the  minutes  made  thereon  by  the  Commit- 
tees of  Safety  at  New-Yprk  and  New- Hampshire.  I  do 
sincerely  entreat  your  Excellency  for  a  continuance  of  that 
permission  for  me  to  go  unmolested  where  my  private  bu- 
siness may  call  me,  as  it  will  take  some  months  from  this 
time  to  settle  with  all  my  creditors. 

I  have  leave  to  retire  on  my  half-pay,  and  never  expect  to 
be  called  into  the  service  again.  I  love  North- America; 
it  is  my  native  country,  and  that  of  my  family,  and  I  intend 
to  spend  the  evening  of  my  days  in  it. 

I  should  be  glad  to  pay  you  my  respects  personally,  but 
have  thought  it  prudent  to  first  write  you  this  letter,  and 
shall  wait  at  this  place  for  your  Excellency's  commands. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant,  „  r,  nm  ■ 

Robert  Rogers,  Major. 

To  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  aforesaid  Permit,  and  the 

Certificates  relative  thereto,  viz : 

"  I,  Robert  Rogers,  Major,  on  half-pay  in  His  Majesty's 
army,  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  Committee  ol  Safe- 
ty for  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  being  kindly 
treated  and  protected  by  them,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do 
hereby  solemnly  promise  and  engage,  on  the  honour  of  a 
soldier  and  a  gentleman,  that  1  will  not  bear  arms  against 
the  American  United  Colonies,  in  any  manner  whatever, 
during  the  present  contest  between  them  and  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  that  I  will  not  in  that  time  attem()t  to  give  intel- 
ligence to  General  Gage,  the  British  Minister,  or  any 
other  pefson  or  persons,  of  any  matters  relative  to  Ame- 
rica. 

"(Signed)  Robert  Rogers." 

"Philadelphia,  September  93,  1775." 

"  These  are  to  certify,  to  all  persons  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents may  appear,  that  the  above  writing  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  parole  of  honour  given  by  the  bearer.  Major  Robert 
Rogers,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania. 

"  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  such  persons,  that  the 


said  Major  Rogers,  be  permitted  to  pass  where  his  busi- 
ness may  lead  him,  without  any  hindrance  or  molestation. 
*'  Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
"(Signed)  William  Govett,  Sec. 

"  Philadelphia,  September  23,  1775." 

"  In  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York,  October  5,  1775*  ^• 
"  The  above  certificate  was  read  in  Provincial  Congress 
at  New-  York. 

"(Signed)         Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Pres't." 

"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Committee  of  Safety,  } 

December  12,  1775.      J 

"  The  within  certificate  was  read  and  considered,  and  this 
Committee  acquiesce  therein. 

"(Signed)         Matthew  Thornton,  CAcfir'n." 


advices  received  in  ENGLAND,  FROM  AMERICA,  TO  DE- 
CEMBER 14,  1775. 

General  Howe  has  barely  six  thousand  effective  men 
at  Boston.  The  fortifications  begun  to  be  erected  from 
water  to  water,  within  the  Neck  of  Boston,  he  has  been 
obliged  to  abandon  for  want  of  men  sufficient  to  perform 
the  work. 

General  Clinton  preserves  his  post  at  Bunker's  Hill. 
The  Provincials  have  abandoned  Ploughed- Hill,  but  the 
Regulars  have  not  taken  possession  of  it.  The  situation 
of  the  troops  at  Bunker's  Hill  is  truly  deplorable  ;  much 
snow,  northeast  winds.  Sic,  no  fire,  poor  clothing,  salt  pro- 
visions, Sic,  &;c. 

The  distress  of  the  troops  and  people  at  Boston  exceed 
the  possibility  of  description.  There  are  advices  in  town 
of  December  14th  ;  not  a  coal  ship  was  then  arrived.  The 
inhabitants  and  troops  literally  starving  with  cold.  They 
had  taken  the  pews  out  of  all  the  places  of  worship  for 
fuel ;  had  pulled  down  empty  houses,  &;c.,  and  were  then 
digging  up  the  timber  at  the  wharves  for  firing;  very  poor 
clothing,  and  so  scarce  of  provisions  they  have  been  eat- 
ing horse-flesh  for  some  time. 

A  difference  has  broke  out  between  General  Howe  and 
Admiral  Graves,  at  Boston.  General  Hoive  is  obliged  to 
repair  the  light-house  with  his  own  people ;  the  Admiral 
refused  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 

The  distress  of  the  troops  and  inhabitants  in  Boston  is 
great  beyond  all  possible  degree  of  description.  Neither 
vegetables,  flour,  nor  pulse  for  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
King's  stores  so  very  short  none  can  be  spared  from  them. 
No  fuel ;  and  the  winter  set  in  remarkably  severe.  The 
troops  and  inhabitants  starving  for  want  of  provisions  and 
fire.  Even  salt  provision  is  fifteen  pence  sterling  per 
pound. 

Three  coal  ships  from  England,  were  taken  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  by  the  American  privateers,  as  was 
also  a  vessel  with  live  stock,  from  Halifax.  They  board- 
ed another  vessel  within  two  miles  of  the  light-house. 

On  account  of  this  accumulating  distress,  the  inhabitants 
petitioned  General  Howe  for  leave  to  quit  the  town.  He 
refused.  They  then  petitioned  to  go  out,  leaving  their 
effects  in  the  town.  But  he  still  refused.  They'consist 
chiefly  of  the  Selectmen  and  other  principal  inhabitants, 
and  it  is  thought  the  General  keeps  them  as  security  for  the 
town. 

The  Provincial  Generals  intend,  as  soon  as  the  water  is 
frozen  between  Dorchester- Neck  and  Boston-Neck,  to  erect 
batteries  upon  Dorchester-Point.  No  ships  nor  floatin" 
batteries  can  then  annoy  them.  They  waited  for  the  frost, 
otherwise  they  would  have  been  done  long  ago.  From 
Dorchester- Point  they  can  command  the  town  of  Boston. 

The  Americans  ridicule  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  the 
Ministry,  in  sending  transports  to  Boston,  with  troops, 
stores,  and  provisions,  so  late  in  the  season,  when,  as  they 
say,  the  northwest  winds  alone  will  prevent  four  in  five  from 
ever  getting  to  North- America. 

The  American  privateers  constantly  cruise  at  the  mouth 
of  Boston  harbour,  and  between  Cape- Cod,  Cape- Ann, 
and  Jeffery's  Ledge. 

Only  four  companies  of  one  of  the  last  two  regiments 
which  were  sent  had  arrived,  though  the  whole  sailed  to- 
gether. 
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CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 

AnnoRegni  Regis  Gcorgii  Tertii  16to,  1775. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-Eng- 
land, in  America,  holden  at  New- Haven,  in  said  Colony, 
,by  special  order  of  the  Governour,  on  Thursday,  the  14th 
day  of  December,  Annoque  Domini  1775,  Present: 

The  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour,  the 
Hon.  Matthew  Griswold,  Esq.,  Deputy  Governour, /a6tz 
Hamlin,  Elisha  Sheldon,  Jabez  Huntington,  fVilliam  Pit- 
kin, Roger  Sherman,  Abraham  Davenport,  fVilliam  Sa- 
muel Johnson,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Samuel  Huntington,  Es- 
quires, Assistants. 

Representatives  or  Deputies  of  the  Freemen  of  the 

several  Towns  are  as  follows,  viz : 

Hartford  :  Col.  John  Pitkin,  Mr.  Benjamin  Payne. 

Farmington  :  Colonel  Isaac  Lee,  Colonel  Fisher  Gay. 

Suffield:  Captain   Abraham    Granger,  Captain   John 
Harman. 

Colchester:  Mr.  DamW  Foo<,  Captain  Peter  Bulkley. 

East- Windsor:  Colonel  Erastus  fVolcott,  Mr.  Benoni 
Otcott. 

Weathersfield:  Colonel  Thomas  Belden. 

Symsburx  :  Mr.  Judah  Holcomb,  Mr.  Elisha  Graham. 

East-Haddam:  Mr.  Daniel  Brainard,  Mr.  Jabez  Chap- 
man. 

Stafford  :  Captain  Isaac  Pinncy,  Captain  Samuel  Da- 
vis. 

Haddah  :  Captain  Joseph  Brooks,  Mr.  Joseph  Smith. 

Hebron:  Captain  Benjamin  Buell,  Mr.  Samuel  Gilbert. 

Willington  :  Major  Elijah  Fenton. 

Bolton:  Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Mr.  Seth  King. 

Tolland:  Mr.  Ichabod  Greggs,  Captain  James  Cham- 
ber lin. 

Enfield  :  Major  Nathaniel  Terry,  Mr.  Nathatiiel  Cha- 
pin. 

SoMERs:  Mr.  Hezekiah  Spencer. 

Middletown:  Mr.  Titus  Hosmer,  Dr.  John  Dickenson. 

Windsor:  Major /io^cr  ^cwiitry, Captain  Henry  Allyn. 

Glastenbury  :  Captain  Jonathan  Wells,  Mr.  Abijah  Ho- 
lister. 

Chatham:  (None.) 

New-Haven  :    Mr.    Samuel  Bishop,   Colonel   Jonathan 
Fitch. 

Ddrham  :  Colonel  James  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Daniel  Hall. 

Wallingford:  Mr.  Samuel  Beach,  Mr.  Oliver  Staidy. 

Waterbury  :  Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins,  Captain  Ezra  Bran- 
son. 

Milford:  Mr.  Ephraim  Strong,  Mr.  Isaac  Miles. 

Guilford  :  Mr.  John  Burgess,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 

Derby  :  Captain  John  Holbrook. 

Branford  :  Captain  Bussell,  Mr.  Daniel  Page. 

New-London  :  Mr.  Richard  Law,  Mr.  William   Hill- 
house. 

Norwich  :  Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington. 

KiLLiNGwoRTH :  Mt.  Hezelcioh  Lonc. 

Saybhook  :  Captain  Benjamin  Williams,  Captain  Justus 
Buck. 

Lyme  :  Major  Samuel  Selden,  Mr.  John  Lay,  2d. 

Stonington:  Mr.  Nathaniel  Minor. 

Groton  :  Mr.  Thomas  Mumford,  Mr.  Nathan  Gallop. 

Preston  :  Captain    William  Witter,  Captain  Joseph  Ty- 
ler. 

Mr.    Jonathan   Sturgess,    Mr.    Thaddeus 


Captain  Robert  Fairchild,  Captain  Ichabod 
Colonel    Thomas    Fitch,  Doctor    Thaddeus 


Fairfield  : 

Burr. 
Stratford 

Lewis. 

NORWALK 

Betts. 
Stamford  :  Mr.  Benjamin  Weed,  Mr.  Thomas  Young. 
Greenwich  :  Colonel  John  Mead. 
Ridgefield:  Mr.  Samuel  Olmstead,  Colonel  Philip  B. 

Bradley. 
Danbury  :  Captain  Daniel  Starr. 
New-Fairfield  :  Mr.  Alexander  Stewart,  Captain  Dan. 

Towner. 
DING  :  Mr.  William  Hawley. 
NE^towN :  Mr.  Oliver  Tousey,  Mr.  Daniel  Baldwin. 
WindHiim:  Mr.  Samuel  Webb,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Devotion. 
Lebanon:  Colonel  William  Williams. 


Canterbury:  Colonel  Jabez  Fitch,  Captain  Benjamin 
Bacon. 

Coventry:  C&pt&'m  Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  Mv.  Jeremiah 
Ripley. 

Plainfield:  Mr.  Joshua  Dunlap. 

Pomfret:  Colonel  Ebenezer  Williams. 

Ashford:  Captain  Benjamin  Sumner,  Mr.  Ezra  Smith. 

KiLLiNGLY :  Mr.  Simeon  Learned,  Mr.  Benjamin  Lea- 
vins. 

Mansfield:  Capta'm  Amariah  Williams. 

Woodstock  :  Captain  Elisha  Child,  Major  Samuel  Mc- 
Clellan. 

VoLUNTOWN  :  Major  James  Gordon,  Mr.  Robert  Hunter. 

Litchfield  :  Mr.  Jedediah  Strofig,  Mr.  Abraham  Brad- 
ley. 

Woodbury:  Mr.  Daniel  Sherman,  Capt.  Increase  Mose- 
ley. 

ToRRiNGTON :  (None.) 

Sharon  :  Mr.  John  Canfield,  Captain  Caleb  Jewel. 

Goshen  :  Colonel  Ebenezer  Norton,  Mr.  David  Thomp- 
son. 

Canaan:  Captain  Samuel  Forbes,  Mr.  Asahel  Bcbee. 

New-Milfobd:  Major  Samuel  Canjield,  Capt.  Sherman 
Boardman. 

Cornwall:  Mr.  Edward  Rogers,  Mr.  John  Pearce. 

New-Hartford  :  Mr.  Abel  Merrill,  Captain  Seth  Smith. 

Kent:  Captain  Jelhro  Hatch,  Captain  Justus  Sackett. 

Harwinton  :  Mr.  Jonah  Phelps,  Captain  John  Wilson. 

Westmoreland  :  (None.) 

Salisbury  :  Captain  Abiel  Gamp,  Captain  James  Bird. 

William  Williams,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;  Richard  Law,  Esq.,  Clerk. 

An  Act  for  raising  and  equipping  a  body  of  Minute-men, 
to  be  held  in  readiness  for  the  better  defence  of  this 
Colony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony  be  forthwith  selected  by  voluntary  inlistment, 
with  as  many  other  able-bodied  effective  men,  not  included 
in  any  militia  roil,  as  are  inclined  to  inlist,  to  stand  in  rea- 
diness as  Minute-men,  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the  rest 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

And  that  such  inlistment  may  be  speedily  made,  Be  it 
further  enacted.  That  the  Colonels,or  chief  officers  of  the 
respective  Regiments  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  shall  forth- 
with give  orders  to  the  Captains,  or  chief  officers  of  the 
several  military  companies  in  their  Regiments,  requiring 
them  to  call  their  respective  companies  together,  and  inlist 
the  fourth  part  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  with  such  other 
able-bodied  effective  men,  not  included  in  any  militia  roll, 
as  shall  voluntarily  offer  themselves ;  and  said  Captains,  or 
chief  officers  of  said  companies,  shall  immediately  execute 
said  orders,  and  make  return  of  their  doings  to  the  Colonels 
orchief  officers  of  the  respective  Regiments  ;  and  thereupon 
the  Field-Officers  of  each  Regiment  of  Militia  shall  form 
said  men  into  distinct  companies,  each  consisting  of  about 
sixty-eight  rank  and  file  ;  which  companies  shall  have  liber- 
ty to  choose  their  own  officers,  to  wit:  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  one  Clerk, 
one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  four  Corporals ;  and  said 
Field-Officers  shall  lead  such  companies  to  the  choice  of 
their  commissioned  officers,  and  make  return  of  their  choice, 
with  a  muster  roll  of  their  company,  to  his  Honour  the 
Governour ;  who,  on  receipt  thereof,  is  authorized  and  de- 
sired to  commission  them  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour, with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
assist  him  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  desired,  to  form  said  com- 
panies into  distinct  Regiments,  and  specially  appoint  and 
empower  such  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiments 
of  Militia  for  the  time  being  to  take  command  of  such 
new-formed  Regiments  as  he  shall  think  proper  and  expe- 
dient. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  such  officers  and  soldiers  shall  completely  equip 
themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition,  according  to  law ; 
and  also  provide  themselves  with  a  good  bayonet  and  knap- 
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sack,  for  which  they  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  each  one  the 
sum  of  eight  shillings,  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury ;  and 
the  Captain  of  each  of  said  inlisted  companies  shall  pro- 
vide a  drum  and  a  fife  for  the  use  of  his  company,  for  which 
he  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  their  service,  shall  secure  the  same  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Companies  raised 
and  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  called  out  by  their  chief 
officers,  and  meet  one  half  day  in  each  fortnight,  the  three 
summer  months  only  excepted,  either  in  whole  or  in  such 
divisions,  not  exceeding  four  in  number,  as  the  commission- 
ed officers  shall  direct,  for  military  exercise,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  same  penalties  for  absence  or  misbehaviour 
as  the  militia  by  law  are  already  subject  to;  which  penal- 
ties shall  be  collected  by  warrant  from  the  chief  officers, 
and  applied  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  company  ;  and 
the  said  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  publick  Treasury  for  each  half  day  they  shall  meet 
and  exercise  as  aforesaid:  a  Captain,  three  shillings;  a 
Lieutenant,  two  shillings  ;  an  Ensign,  one  shilling  and  six- 
pence; a  Sergeant  and  Clerk,  one  shilling  and  three-pence 
each;  and  each  Corporal,  Fifer,  Drummer,  and  Private 
Soldier,  one  shilling. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Regiments  and  Com- 
panies raised  and  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  themselves 
in  constant  readiness,  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  for 
the  defence  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  IJnited  Colonies,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Captain-General  of  this 
Colony,  or  other  their  superior  officers ;  and  when  they 
are  called  out  into  actual  service  shall  have  and  receive 
like  wages  and  billeting  allowance,  and  be  subject  to  the 
same  laws  and  regulations,  as  those  to  which  the  officers 
and  soldiers  already  raised  and  inlisted  for  the  defence  of 
this  Colony,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  are  enti- 
tled or  subjected. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Regiments  and 
Companies  raised  and  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  military  duty  in  any  other  Regiment  or  Com- 
pany, and  shall  continue  to  be  held  under  the  aforesaid 
regulations  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General  Assembly, 
not  exceeding  twelve  months  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  January  next,  and  shall  then  be  disbanded,  and  returned 
into  the  Regiments  and  Companies  of  Militia  to  which  they 
respectively  belong,  and  be  again  subject  to  military  duty 
therein,  said  inlistment  notwithstanding:  Always  provided. 
That  no  officer  or  soldier  inlisted  and  liable  to  do  duty  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  inlisted  to  have  or  receive  the  sum  or 
sums  granted  to  said  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  service 
as  aforesaid,  until  he  or  they  shall  completely  arm  them- 
selves as  is  hereinbefore  directed  and  ordered,  any  thing 
herein  contained  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  provided.  The  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  not  extend  to  include  or  affect  the  Twenty-fourth  Re- 
giment of  Militia  in  this  Colony. 

An  Act  for  encouraging  the  Manufactures  of  Saltpetre 
and  Gunpotoder. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Govemour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same.  There  shall  be  given  and  paid  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  a  premium  or  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for 
every  hundred  pounds  weight  of  good  and  merchantable 
Saltpetre  or  Nitre  that  shall  be  made  and  manufactured  in 
this  Colony,  between  the  1st  day  o(  June,  1776,  and  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1777,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater 
or  a  lesser  quantity  :  Always  provided.  That  in  case  any 
proprietor  of  Saltpetre  Works  or  manufacturers  of  Saltpe- 
tre, shall,  upon  application  and  request  made  to  him  by  any 
person  or  persons,  ne!;lect  or  refuse  to  communicate  a  full 
account  of  the  materials  out  of  which,  and  the  process  by 
which  such  Saltpetre  or  Nitre  is  made,  such  proprietor  or 
manufacturer  shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  or  receive  the 
aforesaid  bounty  or  premium  for  any  Saltpetre  or  Nitre  he 
shall  make,  any  thing  herein  contained  notwithstanding. 

Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  a  suitable  number  of  In- 
spectors of  Saltpetre  or  Nitre  be  appointed  by  the  General 
Assembly,  and  that  the  claimants  of  the  premium  or  bounty 
given  by  this  or  any  former  act  for  the  manufacture  of  Salt- 


petre or  Nitre,  shall  procure  the  Saltpetre  or  Nitre  by  them 
made  to  be  inspected  by  one  or  more  of  said  Inspectors, 
and  shall  also  make  oath  before  such  Inspector,  which  oath 
such  Inspector  is  hereby  enabled  to  administer,  that  such 
Saltpetre  or  Nitre  was  made  and  manufactured  in  such  Colo- 
ny, out  of  materials  collected  therein  by  him  or  them,  or  for 
his  or  their  account,  and  that  no  other  certificate  hath  been 
had  or  given  for  the  same ;  and  thereupon  said  Inspector 
shall  give  to  the  claimant  or  claimants  a  certificate  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  such  Saltpetre  or  Nitre,  and  that 
proof  hath  been  made  as  aforesaid,  that  the  same  was  manu- 
factured in  this  Colony  by  such  claimant  orclaimants ;  which 
certificate  being  laid  before  the  Committee  of  the  Pay-Ta- 
ble, they  shall  draw  an  order  on  the  Colony  Treasurer,  to 
pay  such  claimant  or  claimants  the  amount  of  the  aforesaid 
bounty  or  premium  on  such  Nitre  or  Saltpetre,  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  Colony's  ac-. 
count,  who  shall  accept  and  pay  such  order  accordingly. 

Be  it  also  enacted.  That  every  town  in  this  Colony, 
which  hath  and  doth  send  Representatives  to  the  General 
Assembly,  in  which  Saltpetre  or  Nitre  works  are  not  or 
shall  not  be  erected,  and  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  is 
not  or  shall  not  be  carried  on  by  some  person  or  persons, 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  enjoined  as  soon  as  may  be,  to 
erect  one  set  of  such  works,  and  carry  on  the  manufacture 
of  Nitre  or  Saltpetre  in  the  same ;  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Selectmen  of  each  town  in  this  Colony,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  enjoined  at  the  expense, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  said  town  to  cause  such  works  to  be 
erected,  and  said  manufacture  to  be  carried  on  in  the  same 
accordingly. 

Be  it  also  enacted.  That  no  Saltpetre,  Nitre,  or  Gun- 
powder, made  and  manufactured,  or  that  shall  be  made  and 
manufactured  in  this  Colony,  shall  be  exported  out  of  the 
same  by  land  or  water,  without  the  license  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  his  Honour  the  Govemour  and  Committee 
of  Safety,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  for  every 
hundred  weight  of  such  Saltpetre,  Nitre,  or  Gunpowder, 
and  proportionably  for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  so  with- 
out license  exported  ;  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  or  in- 
formation, in  any  court  of  record  in  this  Colony  by  law 
proper  to  take  cognizance  thereof. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  two  Powder-Mills  be 
immediately  erected  in  this  Colony,  for  manufacturing 
Gunpowder:  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  a  bounty  or  premium  of  thirty  pounds  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  to  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  erect  the  first  Powder-Mill  in  this  Colony,  and 
shall  make  and  manufacture  therein  five  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  good  and  merchantable  Gunpowder;  also,  that  a 
bounty  or  premium  of  thirty  pounds  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Colony  Treasury,  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall 
erect  the  second  Powder-Mill  in  this  Colony,  and  make  or 
manufacture  therein  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of  good 
and  merchantable  Gunpowder. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors, 
who  shall  inspect  and  give  a  certificate  for  any  quantity  of 
Saltpetre  as  before  directed,  shall  purchase  and  receive 
such  Saltpetre  for  the  Colony's  use  and  benefit,  and  give 
his  or  their  receipt  therefor  to  the  claimant  or  claimants, 
who  shall  be  paid  therefor  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  at 
such  price  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  ascertain  and 
affix. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  Powder-Mills  should 
be  so  situated  as  to  accommodate  the  publick  in  the  best 
manner :  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  Powder-Mill  shall  be  erected  in  this  Colony,  for 
the  manufacture  of  Gunpowder,  without  the  license  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  of  the  Govemour 
and  Council,  first  had  and  obtained,  under  tlie  penalty  of 
thirty  pounds  for  every  such  ofl^ence,  to  be  recovered  as 
the  other  foregoing  penalties  in  this  act  are  directed  to  be 
recovered. 


An  Act  for  restraining  and  punishing  Persons  who  are 
inimical  to  the  Liberties  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  for  directing  proceeding* 
therein.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Govemour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho-' 
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rity  of  the  same,  That  if  any  person  within  this  Colony 
shall  directly  or  indirectly  supply  the  Ministerial  Army  or 
Navy  with  Provisions,  Military  or  Naval  Stores,  or  shall 
give  any  intelligence  to  the  officers,  soldiers,  or  mariners, 
belonging  to  the  said  Army  or  Navy,  or  shall  inlist  or  pro- 
cure any  other  to  inlist  into  the  service  of  said  Army  or 
Navy,  or  shall  take  up  arms  against  this  or  either  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  shall  undertake  to  pilot  any  of  the 
vessels  belonging  to  said  Navy,  or  in  any  other  way  shall 
aid  or  assist  them,  and  be  thereof  duly  convicted  before 
the  Superior  Court,  shall  forfeit  all  his  estate ;  which  shall 
be  accordingly  seized  by  order  of  the  said  court,  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony ;  and  such  person  shall  be  further  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment  in  any  of  the  jails  in  this  Colony, 
at  the  direction  of  said  court,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  years. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person,  by  writing  or  speaking,  or  by  any  overt 
act,  shall  libel  or  defame  any  of  the  resolves  of  the  hon- 
ourable Congress  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  the  acts  and 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  made, 
or  which  hereafter  shall  be  made,  for  the  defence  or  security 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people,  and  be  thereof 
duly  convicted  before  the  Superior  Court,  shall  be  dis- 
armed, and  not  allowed  to  have  or  keep  any  arms,  and 
rendered  incapable  to  hold  or  serve  in  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  and  shall  be  further  punished  either  by  fine,  im- 
prisonment or  disfranchisement,  or  find  security  of  the  peace, 
and  good  behaviour,  as  said  court  shall  order,  and  shall 
pay  the  cost  of  prosecution. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  on  complaint  being  made  to  the  civil  authority.  Se- 
lectmen, and  Committee  of  Inspection,  of  the  respective 
towns  in  this  Colony,  against  any  person  or  persons  dwel- 
ling or  residing  in  such  town,  or  any  adjoining  town,  in  the 
same  County  where  there  is  not  a  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion, that  he  or  they  are  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this 
Colony,  and  the  other  United  Colonies  in  America,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  civil  authority.  Selectmen,  and  Com- 
mittee, to  cause  every  such  person  or  persons  to  appear 
before  them  to  be  examined ;  and  if  on  examination  they 
shall  not  be  able  to  satisfy  the  said  authority,  Selectmen 
and  Committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  that  they  are 
not  inimical  to  this  or  the  other  United  American  Colonies, 
then  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  by  order  of  such  au- 
thority, Selectmen,  and  Committee,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  disarmed,  and  not  allowed  to  have  or  keep  any  arms, 
until  they  shall  satisfy  said  authority.  Selectmen,  and  Com- 
mittee, or  the  major  part  of  them,  that  such  person  or  per- 
sons are  friendly  to  this  and  the  other  United  Colonies. 

Ancl  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  into  execution  this 
act,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  Be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when 
any  person  shall  be  duly  convicted  and  ordered  to  be  dis- 
armed as  aforesaid,  the  Superior  Court,  or  civil  authori- 
ty, Selectmen,  and  Committee  aforesaid,  as  the  case  may 
happen,  are  hereby  empowered  and  fully  authorized  to 
issue  a  warrant,  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court,  or  by  one  or  more  of  the  said  civil  authority,  direct- 
ed to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  his  Deputy,  or  to  the 
Constables  of  the  town  wherein  such  person  or  persons 
dwell,  directing  and  ordering  said  officer  forthwith  to  dis- 
arm such  person  or  persons ;  and  in  case  he  or  they  shall 
refuse  to  resign  up  his  or  their  arms,  said  officer  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  any  one  Assistant,  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  or  two  Justices,  is  hereby  authorized  to  raise  the 
Militia  of  the  County,  or  so  many  of  them  as  they  shall 
judge  needful  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution 
such  warrant ;  and  all  military  officers  and  soldiers  being 
duly  required,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  the 
command  of  such  Sheriff,  his  Deputy,  or  Constable,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  penalty  as  by  law  is  provided  for 
commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  refuse  to  obey  the 
Sheriff  in  the  execution  of  his  office.  And  all  informing 
officers  are  directed  to  inquire  after,  and  due  presentment 
make,  of  all  the  breaches  of  the  foregoing  paragraph  of  this 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  on  information  being  made  to  any  of  the  County 
Courts  within  this  Colony,  by  the  Selectmen  of  any  towns, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  that  there  are  real  estates  in 


such  town  belonging  to  any  person  or  persons,  who  have, 
since  the  making  of  this  act,  put,  or  shall  continue  to  hold 
and  screen  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Minis- 
terial Army,  or  have  aided  or  assisted  in  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  present  Ministerial  measures  against  America, 
such  County  Court  within  the  County  where  such  estate 
lieth,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  issue  a  war- 
rant to  attach  such  estate ;  an  attested  copy  thereof  with 
the  officer's  doings  thereon,  shall  be  left  at  the  last  usual 
place  of  abode  of  such  person  or  persons,  if  within  this 
Colony,  at  least  twelve  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  next 
County  Court  in  such  County  ;  and  if  on  inquiry  by  said 
court  said  information  shall  be  found  true,  said  court  are 
directed  to  order  said  estate  so  attached  to  be  held  under 
the  care  of  such  person  or  persons  as  said  court  shall  ap- 
point, who  shall  improve  said  estate  or  estates  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  and  be  accountable  for  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits thereof. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  in  May,  1 769,  did  establish  and 
order  that  the  military  exercise  called  the  Norfolk  Militia 
Exercise,  should  be  used  and  practised  by  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony  for  the  future:  And  whereas  the  Continental 
Army  have  adopted  the  military  exercise  usually  called  the 
Manual  Exercise,  as  ordered  by  His  Majesty  in  the  year 
1764,  which  is  esteemed  preferable  in  many  respects  to  the 
said  Norfolk  Militia  Exercise,  for  the  purpose  of  prepa- 
ring the  soldiery  for  real  service : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  for  the  future  the 
military  exercise,  called  the  Manual  Exercise,  ordered  by 
His  Majesty  in  1764,  shall  be  observed  and  practised  by 
the  Militia  in  this  Colony;  and  that  the  Colonels,  or  chief 
commanding  officer  of  the  respective  Regiments  in  this 
Colony,  do  give  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  each 
Military  Company  under  their  command,  that  they  conform 
themselves  thereto,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  any 
law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  a  Law  of  this  Colony,  entitled  An 
Act  for  the  punishment  of  Deserters. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour  and  Council,  and  Re- 
presentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same,  That  if  any  Soldier  or  Mariner,  regu- 
larly inlisted  into,  taken,  or  retained  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony,  or  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies,  who 
shall  depart  without  license  of  his  commander,  or  that  shall 
desert  said  service,  and  shall  escape  into,  or  be  within  this 
Colony,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  and  every  person  that 
shall  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  and  especially  of  the 
Constables  and  Grand  Jurors  in  the  several  towns  in  this 
Colony,  immediately  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  next 
Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  shall,  by  proper 
warrant  under  his  hand,  cause  such  person  forthwith  to  be 
apprehended  and  committed  to  the  common  jail  of  the 
County  where  he  shall  be  taken,  and  there  be  secured  till 
he  can  be  returned  to  his  said  commander.  That  if  any 
person  shall  harbour  or  conceal  any  such  deserter  within 
this  Colony,  knowing  him  to  be  such,  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifteen  pounds,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
that  shall  have  cognizance  thereof,  or  imprisoned  not  ex- 
ceeding two  months,  at  the  discretion  of  said  court,  and 
that  every  person  that  shall  be  guilty  of  any  breach  of  this 
act,  shall  be  informed  against  by  the  same  officers,  prose- 
cuted in  the  same  manner,  and  tried  before  the  same  court 
mentioned  in  said  law. 

Whereas  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers 
belonging  to  this  Colony,  who  have  been  employed  for  the 
year  past  in  the  Continental  Armies,  stand  liable  and 
obliged  by  law  to  pay  taxes  for  their  respective  polls,  yet, 
considering  the  fatigues  and  importance  of  the  service, 
and  being  desirous  to  encourage  the  future  service,  and  to 
show  some  gratuitous  token  of  approbation  to  those  who 
have  behaved  well  and  served  out  faithfully  the  stipulated 
time  by  them  entered  into: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  those  Non-commissioned  Offi- 
cers and  Soldiers,  who  have  faithfully  discharged  their  re- 
spective duties  as  soldiers  during  the  campaign  that  is  past, 
shall  be  exempted  from  paying  any  taxes  arising  on  their 
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respective  polls,  in  the  list  given  in  for  the  year  1775,  and 
that  those  who  have  already  inlisted,  or  shall  hereafter 
inlist  into  the  Continental  Army  for  tlie  ensuing  campaign, 
shall  be  exempted  from  paying  taxes  on  their  polls  in  the 
list  to  be  given  in  for  the  year  1776 ;  and  that  the  persons 
of  such  as  shall  so  inlist,  or  have  already  inlisted,  be  ex- 
empted from  arrest  for  debt  until  the  term  of  their  service 
is  expired. 

Ah  Act  empowering  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  or  Officers  commanding  a  Detachment, 
or  Out-posts,  Sfc,  to  administer  an  Oath. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same.  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army,  raised  or  to  be  raised  by  this  and  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  said 
United  Colonies,  commanding  any  detachment  or  out-post, 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  administer  an  oath,  and 
swear  any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth  of  any  informa- 
tion or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matter  relative  to  the 
publick  service. 

An  Act  for  altering  and  further  ascertaining  the  Bounds 
and  Limits  of  the  Town  of  Westmoreland,  in  this 
Colony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  the  Town  of  fVestm,oreland,  in  this 
Colony,  shall  be  bounded  east  by  the  River  Delaware, 
south  by  a  line  of  latitude  just  forty -one  degrees  north  from 
the  Equator,  and  extend  west  on  said  line  to  the  termina- 
tion of  fifteen  English  miles  west  of  the  East  Branch  of  the 
River  Susquehannah ;  from  thence  to  run  northerly  a 
straight  line  to  the  Forks  of  the  River  Tioga,  and  conti- 
nuing the  same  course  to  the  north  line  of  this  Colony, 
which  shall  be  the  west  line  of  said  Town  and  of  the  County 
Q^ Litchfield ;  and  said  Town  is  bounded  north  by  the  north 
line  of  this  Colony,  as  described  in  the  Charter  from  King 
Charles  the  Second,  bearing  date  the  23d  day  of  April, 
A.  D.  1662.  And  whereas  part  of  the  land  contained  in 
said  Charter  to  this  Colony  is  claimed  by  the  Proprietors 
of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
King  Charles  the  Second,  made  subsequent  to  the  grant  to 
the  Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony,  and  a  number 
of  persons  are  settled  on  part  of  said  lauds  under  said 
claim,  and  also  numbers  of  persons  are  settled  on  other 
parts  of  said  disputed  territory,  under  the  title  of  this  Co- 
lony, which  are  included  within  said  Town  of  Westmore- 
land, and  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  of  said  inhabitants 
and  harmony  and  friendship  between  the  Colonies,  pursu- 
ant to  the  advice  of  the  honourable  Congress  of  the  United 
Colonies,  until  the  controversy  concerning  the  title  of  said 
lands  can  be  settled  and  determined,  either  by  an  amicable 
agreement  or  some  competent  judicature  : 

It  is  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  all  the  present  in- 
habitants on  said  disputed  territory  shall  remain  quiet  in 
their  present  possessions,  without  molestation  from  any  per- 
son or  persons  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Colony,  pro- 
vided they  behave  themselves  peaceably  towards  the  inha- 
bitants settled  under  the  claims  of  this  Colony,  and 
provided  the  persons  belonging  to  this  Colony  who  have 
been  lately  apprehended  on  said  lands  by  some  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania,  be  released,  and  all  the  effects,  as 
well  of  those  who  have  been  already  released,  as  those 
now  in  custody,  be  restored  to  them ;  and  all  persons  are 
hereby  strictly  forbid  making  any  further  settlements  on 
said  lands,  without  special  licence  from  this  Assembly,  or 
giving  any  interruption  or  disturbance  to  any  persons  al- 
ready settled  thereon;  this  temporary  provision  to  remain 
in  force  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  and  shall  not 
affect  or  prejudice  the  legal  title  of  this  Colony,  or  of  any 
particular  persons  to  any  of  said  lands  in  company. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That,  for  the  future,  the  De- 
legates of  this  Colony  who  shall  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
General  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  of  America  shall 
be  annually  chosen  by  this  Assembly  at  their  session  in 
October,  and  such  of  said  Delegates  who  shall  be  directed 
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to  attend,  shall  on  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  their 
being  elected  as  aforesaid,  attend  said  Congress,  if  then  sit- 
ting ;  always  provided,  that  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  said 
new  chosen  Delegates  shall  not  arrive  at  the  place  where 
said  Congress  be  then  sitting,  that  the  Delegates  then  at- 
tending at  said  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  do  con- 
tinue to  sit  and  act  until  said  new  elected  Delegates  shall 
arrive  and  take  their  seats  in  said  Congress. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Selectmen  for  the 
time  being  of  each  Town  in  this  Colony  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Inspectors  of  Nitre  and  Saltpetre  made 
and  manufactured  in  this  Colony,  with  all  the  power  and  au- 
thority given  to  Inspectors  of  Saltpetre,  in  and  by  an  act  of 
this  Assembly,  intituled  An  act  for  encouraging  the  manu- 
factures of  Saltpetre  and  Gunpowder;  which  Saltpetre  or 
Nitre  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  delivered  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  his  Honour  the  Governour  ;  and  Committee  of 
Safety  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  and  cause  it  to  be 
manufactured  into  Powder  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Mr.  Titus  Ilosmer, 
Mr.  Ephraim  Strong,  Captain  John  Holbrook,  Colonel 
Jabez  Hamlin,  and  Doctor  John  Dickerson,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  examine  where  any  mines  or  mineral  substances  con- 
taining Sulphur  may  be  found  within  this  Colony,  and  pro- 
cure proper  experienced  workmen  to  separate  the  Sulphur 
from  its  ore,  and  make  experiments  on  such  ores,  as  to  be 
able  to  form  a  judgment  what  will  be  the  expense  of  ma- 
nufacturing Sulphur,  and  whether  it  will  be  practicable  to 
carry  on  that  manufacture  to  any  advantage,  and  make 
report  to  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  to 
his  Honour  the  Governour,  in  case  they  shall  be  prepared 
to  make  a  report  before  such  session  of  the  Assembly  ;  and 
in  case  report  shall  be  made  by  said  Committee  to  the  Go- 
vernour, his  Honour  the  Governour,  with  the  advice  of  his 
Council  of  Safety,  is  empowered  to  give  orders  to  such 
Committee  to  proceed  in  manufacturing  Sulphur  for  the 
use  and  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  and  to  empower 
said  Committee  to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  such  sums  of 
money  as  shall  by  them  be  judged  necessary  to  be  used 
for  carrying  on  said  manufacture  to  the  best  advantage. 

Resolved,  That  the  Brigantine  owned  by  Captain  John 
Greggs  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  to  be 
fitted  and  improved  as  an  Armed  Vessel  for  the  defence 
thereof;  and  that  Colonel  David  Waterbury  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  purchase  said  Brigantine  and  appurtenances,  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  taking  an  inven- 
tory of  the  appurtenances  belonging  to  said  Brigantine, 
and  a  bill  of  sale  thereof,  to  the  Governour  and  Company 
of  this  Colony;  and  that  he  make  report  thereof  to  this 
Assembly ;  and  in  case  the  said  Colonel  Waterbury  shall 
purchase  said  Brigantine,  that  with  all  convenient  despatch 
he  proceed  with  her  to  the  Port  of  New-Haven.  n 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Colonel  David  Water- 
bury and  Captain  Isaac  Sears  be  empowered  and  directed 
to  inquire,  view,  examine,  and  find  out  some  suitable  Ves- 
sel, to  be  improved  for  an  Armed  Vessel  in  defence  of  this 
Colony,  and  what  terms  such  an  one  may  be  either  pur- 
chased or  chartered,  with  their  judgment,  estimate,  and 
opinion  thereon,  and  report  make  to  this  Assembly  at  their 
present  session. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Colonel  David  Wa- 
terbury and  Captain  Isaac  Stars  be  a  Committee  to  view 
and  examine  a  certain  Brigantine  belonging  to  Captain 
John  Greggs,  at  Greenwich,  and  find  whether  said  Brig- 
antine, in  their  opinion  and  judgment,  is  fit  to  be  improved 
for  an  Armed  Vessel  for  defence  of  this  Colony,  find  the 
terms  she  may  be  purchased  or  chartered,  and  report  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Troops  now  sta- 
tioned on  the  sea-coast  of  this  Colony  by  order  of  the  Go- 
vernour and  Council  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are  hereby  con- 
tinued for  the  defence  thereof;  that  the  Battery  o(  Groion 
be  furnished  with  six  Cannon — thirty-two  pounders,  or  in 
lieu  thereof,  six  twenty-four  pounders ;  and  that  the  Bat- 
tery at  Stonington  be  supplied  with  six  Cannon — two 
eighteen  and  four  twelve  pounders ;  and  that  the  Battery 
at  New-Haven  be  supplied  with  sixteen  Cannon,  viz :  six 
eighteen,  and  ten  twelve- pounders;  and  that  the  Harbour  of 
Milford  be  supplied  with  six  of  the  Cannon  now  at  New- 
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Haven,  if  to  be  obtained  :  And  it  is  further  resolved  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  the  Governour  and  liis  Council 
of  Safety  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  supply  the  Bat- 
teries with  said  Cannon,  and  suitable  Ammunition,  from 
time  to  time,  as  they  siuill  find  necessary  and  expedient: 
Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  Governour  and  his  Coun- 
cil of  Safely  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  aug- 
ment, disband,  or  discharge  any  or  all  of  the  Troops  now 
stationed  on  the  sea-coast,  lioni  time  to  lime,  and  under 
such  regulations  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  any  thing 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  noiwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Giles  Hnll,  commander  of  the 
Brigantine  Minerva,  now  in  the  Colony's  service,  be  di- 
rected, and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  ordered,  forthwith  to 
deliver  to  Jonathan  Fitch,  Esq.,  at  New- Haven,  all  the 
Guns  and  warlike  Stores  now  on  board  said  Brigantine  ;  and 
having  so  done,  he  is  further  directed  to  dismiss  as  many 
hands  as  he  shall  think  proper,  reserving  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  sail  said  Brigantine  into  Connecticut  River,  and  pro- 
ceed with  her  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Rocky-Hill 
and  deliver  her  to  the  owner,  according  to  charter  party  ; 
and  in  case  he  should  be  prevented  by  ice  in  the  river,  he 
is  to  lay  said  Vessel  in  the  most  convenient  and  safe  place, 
and  to  discharge  the  hands,  reserving  only  a  sufficient 
number  to  take  proper  care  of  said  Vessel,  and  make  re- 
turn to  his  Honour  the  Governour  and  Council  of  War  of 
his  proceedings,  and  make  up  his  Portage  Bill  and  Muster- 
roll,  and  lay  the  same  before  tlie  Committee  of  Pay-Table 
for  adjustment  and  payment. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  one  Armed  Vessel,  in 
addition  to  those  already  ordered  or  provided,  and  also  four 
Row-Gallies,  be  built  or  otherwise  procured,  suitably 
manned,  armed,  and  equipped,  for  the  defence  of  ibis  and 
the  neighbouring  Colonies,  under  the  direction  of  his  Hon- 
our the  Governour  and  the  Council  appointed  to  assist  him 
in  the  recess  of  the  Assembly,  who  are  hereby  authorized 
and  fully  empowered  to  perform  said  service  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  Thai  the  Colonel  of  each 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  excepting  the  Twenly- 
fourth  Regiment,  or  in  his  absence  the  chief  officer  in  the 
Regiment  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  as 
soon  as  may  be,  or  at  the  time  of  inlisting  Minute-men,  to 
cause  the  Arms  and  Ammunition  of  all  the  Militia  under 
their  command  to  be  viewed  and  examined,  and  take  an 
account  thereof;  and  also  take  an  account  of  the  Airmiu- 
nition  now  remaining  in  the  several  town  stocks  in  their 
respective  Regiments,  together  with  an  account  of  the  se- 
veral sorts  and  quantity  of  Ammunition  that  each  town 
hath  supplied  or  delivered  out  of  their  town  stocks  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  in  the  Continental  service ;  and  also  an 
account  of  the  number  of  Companies  and  Troops  in  their 
respective  Regiments,  with  the  names  of  the  Commissioned 
Officers,  and  the  number  of  men  in  each,  and  forthwith 
make  return  thereof  to  the  Captain-General. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  William  SamuclJohn- 
son,  Esq.,  for  the  Counties  of  Fairfield  and  Litchfield; 
Titus  Hosmer,  Esq.,  for  the  County  o(  Hartford ;  Samuel 
Bishop,  Esq.,  for  the  County  of  iVcw-/iaren ;  and  Na- 
thaniel Minor,  Esq.,  for  the  County  of  New- London  and 
Windham,  be  appointed,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to 
procure  a  just  and  well-authenticated  account  of  the  hostili- 
ties committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  or  Navy,  whereby 
any  damage  has  been  done  to  the  property  of  any  person 
or  persons  in  this  Colony  since  March  last,  together  with 
the  proper  evidence  of  the  facts  related,  the  number  and 
value  of  the  Vessels,  either  inward  or  outward  bound, 
which  have  been  seized  by  them  since  that  period,  and  as 
near  as  may  be  their  value,  with  their  Cargoes  on  board, 
when  taken,  and  make  return  thereof  to  his  Honour  the 
Governour,  to  enable  him  to  make  proper  return  to  the 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  agree- 
ably to  a  Resolution  of  said  Congress. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  a  Chaplain  be  by  his 
Honour  the  Governour  appointed  to  each  of  the  Regi- 
ments from  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  service,  who 
shall  receive  the  same  wages  as  have  been  given  to  the 
Chaplains  in  the  last  campaign  ;  and,  as  a  further  encour- 
agement, this  Assembly  grants  to  each  of  such.  Chaplains 
so  in  future  to  be  employed,  the  sum  of  forty  shillings  per 


month  during  their  continuance  in  said  service,  to  enable 
them  to  supply  their  respective  pulpits  in  their  absence. 

Upon  the  information  of  Andrew  Adams,  Esq.,  Attor- 
ney of  our  Lord,  the  King,  for  the  County  of  Litchfield, 
showing  to  this  Assembly,  that  Benjamin  Kilborn,  of 
Litchfield,  in  said  County  of  Litchfield,  who  is  a  l^ieute- 
nant  in  the  First  Military  Company  or  Train-band  in  said 
Litchfield,  did  at  said  Litchfield,  at  sundry  times  between 
the  first  day  of  November  last  and  the  date  of  said  com- 
plaint, utter  and  declare  that  he  wished  there  were  ten  hun- 
dred thousand  Regular  Troops  now  landed  in  the  Colony, 
and  that  he  would  immediately  join  with  them  in  order  to 
subdue  the  Americans,  who  were  in  a  slate  of  rebellion  ; 
that  the  commanding  officer  who  fired  upon  the  town  of 
Falmouth,  treated  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  too  mildly 
and  gently,  and  much  more  so  than  he  would  have  done 
if  he  had  had  the  comn)and ;  that  he  was  determined  to 
join  the  Regulars,  and  would  kill  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  Colony  ;  and  that  he,  the  said  Benjamin,  has,  during 
the  whole  time  aforesaid,  publickly  affirmed  and  declared 
that  the  late  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Adminis- 
tration respecting  America,  were  constitutional  and  right, 
and  that  he  would  willingly  join  in  enforcing  the  same,  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  United  Colonies  in  America  were 
unconstitutional  and  rebellious,  &.C.,  praying  advice  in  the 
premises,  as  per  complaint  on  file  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  Ti)at  the  said  Benjamin 
Kilborn  be,  and  he  is  hereby  cashiered  of  his  said  office ; 
and  the  Captain  of  said  Company  is  hereby  directed  to 
lead  them  to  the  choice  of  a  Lieutenant  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  him,  the  said  Benjamin,  and  such  other  Commis- 
sioned Offic(>rs  as  may  be  wanted,  and  make  return  to  the 
next  session  of  this  Assembly:  And  it  is  further  resolved, 
That  the  said  complainant  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  prosecute  the  said  Benjamin  Kilborn,  m  law,  for  his  said 
offences. 

Whereas,  upon  the  Memorial  and  Representation  of  the 
Town  of  Mansfield  against  Captain  Uczekiah  Bissell,  of 
Windham,  preferred  to  this  Assembly  at  their  session  in 
October  last,  it  was  resolved  by  said  Assen)bly  in  October, 
that  the  Secretary  should  serve  said  Bissell  with  a  copy  of 
said  Memorial  or  Representation  to  notify  him  to  appear 
and  answer  thereto  at  the  next  session,  &,c.,  and  said  Bis- 
sell not  being  notified  as  aforesaid  for  want  of  time,  it  is 
now 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  serve  the  said  Bissell  with  a  copy 
of  said  Memorial  or  Representation,  and  notify  him  to  ap- 
pear before  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in  May 
next,  to  answer  thereto,  and  also  that  the  Secretary  send 
out  a  citation  or  sumn)ons  to  the  Witnesses  to  appear  be- 
fore the  Assembly  at  their  session  in  May  next,  to  testify 
what  they  know  in  support  of  said  Memorial. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  William  Pitkin  and  George 
Pitkin,  of  Hartford,  representing  to  this  Assembly  that 
they  are  owners  of  a  convenient  stream  and  place  for  erect- 
ing a  Mill  for  manufacturing  Gunpowder,  about  three 
miles  east  of  Connecticut  River,  in  the  Town  of  Hartford, 
praying  liberty  to  erect  such  Powder-mill,  as  per  Memorial 
on  file. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialists  have 
liberty,  and  license  is  hereby  granted  them,  to  erect  such 
Mill,  at  such  place,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  information  of  Peter  Bulkley,  Esq.,  of  Col- 
chester, against  Henry  Champion,  Esq.,  of  said  Colchester, 
preferred  to  this  Assembly  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  said  Henry  Champion, 
Esq.,  to  be  served  with  a  copy  of  said  information,  and  also 
summon  him  to  appear  before  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  next  session,  to  answer  unto  said  information  ;  also, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Peter  Bulkley,  Esq.,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  procure  and  bring  forward  the  Wit- 
nesses and  other  evidence  to  support  and  \nove  the  mat- 
ters in  his  said  information  alledged  and  complained  of. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  David  Hawley,  of  Stratford, 
showing  to  this  Assembly  that  on  the  4th  day  of  September 
last  past,  he  sailed  on  a  voyage  to  the  West-Indies,  with  a 
small  cargo  on  board,  in  order  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  Gun- 
powder, if  it  was  possible  to  obtain  it ;  if  not,  then  to  invest 


/ 


277 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &jc.,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


278 


I 


the  nett  proceeds  of  bis  cargo  in  Salt  and  Sugar;  all  pur- 
suant to  and  in  consequence  of  the  advice  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  lns|)ection  in  the  Towns  of  Fairfield  ami  Stratford, 
and  that  on  Tuesday  last  he  returned  from  said  voyage,  and 
that  he  iiad  been  to  several  of  the  West-India  Islands,  and 
that  all  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  purchase  was  only  one 
hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  that  with  the  rest  of 
his  cargo  he  purchased  thirteen  hundred  and  five  bushels  of 
Salt,  and  eighteen  hogsheads  of  Sugar,  and  made  a  contract 
to  be  supplied  with  a  cargo  of  Gunpowder,  if  he  should  be 
permitted  to  go  a  second  voyage  after  it,  and  then  return  ; 
and  that,  on  his  return,  he  found  that  his  Honour,  the  Gover- 
nour's  proclamation,  for  continuing  the  first  embargo,  which 
expired  a  few  days  before  he  sailed  to  the  West-Indies,  ar- 
rived at  Fairfield  the  day  after  he  sailed,  but  that  he  heard 
nothing  of  it  until  his  return,  although  he  finds  now  that  it 
had  been  issued  several  days  before  it  arrived  at  Fairfield, 
and  that  although  he  had  it  not  in  his  heart  to  disobey  the 
laws  of  his  country,  he  fears  he  is  liable  to  a  prosecution 
on  the  matter  aforesaid,  and  therefore  prays  that  he  may  be 
exempted  from  any  prosecution  or  punishment  on  account 
of  said  voyage,  and  that  he  may  be  directed  in  the  disposal 
of  said  Powder  as  per  Memorial  on  file  appears: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  be,  and 
he  is  iiereby,  exempted  and  freed  from  any  prosecution  or 
punishinent  for  or  on  account  of  said  voyage,  and  that  the 
Memorialist  shall  and  do  dispose  of  said  Powder  equally 
between  the  Towns  of  Fairfield  and  Stratford. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Adam  Babcock,  of  New-Haven, 
showing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  has  a  Brigantine,  sold  to 
a  person  in  North- Carolina,  praying  for  liberty  to  export 
five  thousand  pounds  weight  of  Cheese,  in  part  to  defray 
the  expense  of  a  voyage  to  recover  his  effects,  as  per  Me- 
morial on  file : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialist  have 
liberty,  and  he  is  hereby  permitted,  to  export  to  said  North- 
Carolina  five  thousand  pounds  weight  of  Cheese,  in  order 
that  he  may  procure  a  quantity  of  Rice  for  the  use  of  the 
Army. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Jedediah  Elderkin  and  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Jr.,  praying  this  Assembly  to  grant  them  liberty  to 
erect  a  Mill,  he,  in  the  Town  of  Windham,  for  the  manu- 
facturing of  Gunpowder,  as  per  Memorial  on  file  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Memorialists  have 
liberty,  and  liberty  and  license  is  hereby  granted  to  them, 
to  erect  a  Powder-mill,  in  the  Town  of  Windham,  for  the 
purpose  of  manufacturing  Gunpowder,  pursuant  to  an  act 
of  this  Assembly,  directing  the  building  of  Powder-mills. 

Upon  the  Memoruil  of  Abraham  Fuller,  of  Kent,  in  the 
County  of  Litchfield,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  is 
Overseer  of  Indians,  at  Schaghtacook,  and  that  there  has 
been  considerable  expense  incurred  in  curing  the  sickness 
and  wounds  of  said  Indians,  as  per  Memorial  on  file,  on 
which  Maj.  Samuel  Canfield  and  Capt.  Sherman  Boardman 
were  appointed  a  Committee,  who  have  now  made  their 
Report,  that  the  said  Indians  have  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  Land,  improved  and  lying  la  one  common 


field ;  that  the  same  was  formerly  allotted  out  to  each  Indian, 
and  therefore  can  be  let  out  but  for  little  profit;  tliat  many 
of  said  Indians  are  now  removed,  and  they  are  reduced  to 
a  small  number;  and  that  it  is  advisable  that  said  Lands  be 
leased  to  defray  the  expense  ;  and  that  David  Sherman,  I  he 
Indian  who  wounded  his  brother,  be  assigned  in  service 
to  defray  the  expense  incurred  by  wounding  his  brother. 
Which  Report  is  accepted,  and  approved  ;  and  it  is  there- 
upon 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Major  Samuel  Can- 
field  and  Captain  Sherman  Boardman  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  who  are  hereby  empower- 
ed to  make  a  new  allotment  of  said  Lands,  to  the  several 
Indians,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their  support ;  and  the 
residue  the  Overseer  of  said  Indians  is  hereby  directed  to 
lease  out,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  said 
sickness,  and  the  avails  thereof,  over  and  above,  after  re- 
pairing and  making  necessary  fences,  said  Overseer  shall 
render  an  account  to  the  General  Assembly;  and  that  said 
Samuel  Canfield,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  and 
authorized  to  assign  in  service  the  said  David  Sherman,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  such  part  of  the  expense  as  has  arisen  on 
account  of  wounding  his  brother,  during  such  time  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  and  make  report  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises  to  this  Assembly. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Daniel  Clifford,  of  Fairfield,  in 
the  County  of  /"ofr^eW,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that,  on 
or  about  the  18th  day  of  October  last  past,  he  owned  a 
small  Boat,  of  about  ten  tons  burden,  used  in  the  coasting 
business ;  on  which  he  had  loaded,  on  the  2d  day  of  said 
October,  four  bushels  of  Indian  Corn  ;  and  that  he,  being 
uncertain  of  the  continuance  of  an  embargo,  on  said  18th 
day  of  October,  proceeded  to  New-  York,  and  there  sold 
and  disposed  of  one  bushel  and  an  half  of  said  Corn  to 
sundry  different  people,  and  brought  back  the  residue  to 
sa.\d  Fairfield ;  that  he  had  no  design  to  contravene  the 
Proclamation  issued  to  continue  an  embargo,  and  that  a 
private  person  had  made  information  to  the  King's  Attor- 
ney, in  Fairfield  County ;  and  should  he  be  subject  to 
prosecution  it  would  prove  detrimental  to  his  circumstances, 
as  per  Memorial  on  file: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  said  Daniel  Clifford 
be  exempted  and  discharged  from  all  penalties  and  forfeit- 
ures that  may  be  incurred  on  account  of  his  transporting 
said  Corn  as  aforesaid,  said  embargo  notwithstanding,  he 
paying  all  cost  that  may  have  arisen  on  said  prosecution. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  advance  and  pay  to  the  Honourable  Oliver  Wolcott 
and  Samuel  Huntington,  Esqs.,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
Pounds,  towards  defraying  the  expense  of  attendance  upon 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  as  Delegates  from  this 
Colony,  taking  their  receipt  for  to  account. 

This  Assembly  is  adjourned,  by  Proclamation,  Sic,  until 
his  Honour  the  Governour,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy 
Governor,  shall  see  cause  to  call  it  to  meet  again. 

Geokge  Wyllys,  Secretary.    ; 


COLONEL  HOWE  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION. 

Norfolk,  December  15,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  course  of  service  necessarily  inducing  an  in- 
quiry between  Colonel  Woodford  and  myself  respecting 
our  commissions,  we  found  that  mine,  from  the  nature  of  it, 
had  the  precedence  of  his.  He  conducted  himself  upon  this 
occasion  in  tiiat  manner  which  his  knowledge  of  discipline 
could  not  but  dictate,  and  with  that  gentility  which  never 
forsakes  him.  It  is  with  diffidence,  sir,  that  I  undertake 
this  charge  ;  and  I  must  add,  however  honourable,  with  re- 
luctance, as  I  supersede  a  gentleman  I  so  much  esteem, 
whose  abilities  1  know  to  be  equal  to  the  duties  of  the  station, 
and  who  hath  so  amply  filled  the  measure  of  his  duty. 

If  real  attachment  to  the  noble  cause  in  which  I  am  en- 
gaged, and  the  strictest  attention  to  my  duty,  can  in  any 
manner  compensate  for  want  of  abilities,  the  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia may  rely  upon  my  utmost  exertions  to  serve  them; 
in  which,  I  flatter  myself,  I  shall  not  be  wholly  unsuccess- 
ful, as  1  am  promised  the  assistance  of  my  friend  Colonel 


Woodford,  whose  advice  I  shall  upon  every  occasion  ask, 
and  whose  aid  I  am  certain  never  will  be  denied  me.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  be  honoured  with  your  instructions  on 
every  occasion,  and  an  exact  compliance  with  your  com- 
mands shall  be  considered  as  an  indispensable  obligation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  r,  u„ 

'  Robert  Howe. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  CONVEN- 
TION. 

Norfolk,  December  15,  1775. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  last  night ;  since  then  nothing  material 
has  happened  ;  we  still  remain  in  the  same  situation.  This 
morning  a  midshipman,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  arrived  from 
the  Otter.  That  and  our  answer  you  have  enclosed.  All 
the  principal  tories,  with  their  families  and  effects,  have 
retired  on  board  the  ships  of- war  and  other  vessels  in  the 
harbour,  of  which  there  is  a  very  large  fleet.  What  they 
intend  I  know  not,  and  I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  inform  your 
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honourable  body  what  steps  we  shall  take,  further  than  to 
keep  possession  of  this  part  of  the  town,  and  afford  what 
protection  we  can  to  the  inhabitants  that  claim  it.  We  are 
much  at  a  loss  for  your  further  orders,  which  we  hoped  to 
have  received  before  this  time,  and  are  not  without  our 
fears  that  some  accident  must  have  happened  to  your  ex- 
press. 

I  received  a  letter  this  morning  from  Mr.  Gary  Mitchell. 
Our  answer  is  enclosed,  with  his  letter.  1  have  the  worst 
opinion  of  the  people  here ;  and  have  no  doubt  but  every 
thing  relating  to  us  is  laid  before  his  Lordship.  If  it  is 
your  intention  that  a  part  only  of  the  present  force  should 
remain  at  this  place,  I  would  submit  it  to  your  considera- 
tion whether  the  Second  Regiment,  or  any  part  of  it  you 
may  think  proper  to  withdraw,  may  not,  after  their  duty,  be 
drawn  off. 

I  wrote  the  Convention  last  night  that  I  had  resigned  the 
command  to  Colonel  Howe.  As  that  gentleman's  military 
abilities  and  great  experience  will  be  full  equal  to  every 
task,  1  would  ask  the  Convention's  leave  of  absence  to  see 
my  family,  and  attend  to  my  private  affairs,  for  so  long  time 
as  may  be  agreeable  to  them.  I  do  not  mean  this  so  long 
as  there  is  a  prospect  of  any  actual  service,  either  offensive 
or  defensive. 

You  have  enclosed  a  return  of  the  strength  of  the  troops 
at  this  place,  and  for  further  particulars  must  refer  you  to 
several  members  of  your  respectable  body,  who  are  the 
bearers  of  this. 

]  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  ,„  x.r 

'  William  Woodford. 

Otter  sloop-of-war,  off  Norfolk,  December  15,  1775. 
To  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Norfolk  : 

Captain  i'g'uire's  compliments  to  the  commanding  officer, 
informs  him  that  several  musket  balls  were  last  night  fired 
at  the  King's  ship,  from  some  people  at  Norfolk.  Captain 
Squire  did  not  return  the  fire,  from  a  supposition  that  it 
was  done  out  of  wantonness.  Captain  Squire  does  not 
mean  to  fire  on  the  town  of  Norfolk,  unless  first  fired  at ; 
must  beg  to  know  if  any  hostile  intention  was  meant  to  His 
Majesty's  ship,  and  people  under  his  command. 

Answer  to  the  above. 

Colonel  Howe's  and  Colonel  Woodford's  compliments  to 
Captain  Squire,  and  assure  him  they  gave  no  orders  to  fire 
upon  the  Otter,  and  conceive  the  musket  balls  mentioned 
in  Captain  iSyutre'*  message  to  have  come  from  our  guard, 
who  fired  by  mistake  upon  one  of  our  own  parties. 

Robert  Howe. 
William  Woodford. 


CAPTAIN  COVENHOVEN  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

December  15,  1775. 

Sir:  I  would  inform  you  that  Captain  Longstreet  has 
been  under  many  disadvantages  in  raising  his  company.  In 
the  first  place,  his  Lieutenant  failing,  put  him  back  a  fort- 
night ;  some  people  discourage  the  inlistment ;  and  others, 
seeing  those  that  had  inlisted,  which  retard  the  business 
considerably.  However,  I  hope,  with  some  of  our  leading 
men,  they  have  agreed  to  enter  to  his  assistance,  with  spirit. 
I  make  no  doubt  that  the  company  will  soon  be  filled. 

Your  giving  some  further  indulgence  will  oblige,  sir,  your 

ver\'  humble  servant,  ■,         „ 

^  John  Covenhoven. 


Sir,  please  to  excuse  haste. 
To  Colonel  Stirling. 


CAPTAIN  POLHEMUS  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

New-Brunswick,  December  15, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  14th  instant,  I  received,  and 
note  the  contents,  and  shall  endeavour  to  call  in  all  the 
men  out  on  furlough  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  find  much 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  men  together,  now  they  are  billet- 
ed about  the  town  ;  but  expect  to  have  the  barracks  ready 
to  go  into  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  and  doubt  not  by 
the  latter  end  of  next  week  to  have  my  company  altogether 
in  the  barracks,  ready  for  your  further  orders.  I  under- 
stood that  two  or  three  companies  of  our  battalion  are 


expected  to  lie  here  some  time;  if  so,  shall  esteem  it  a 
particular  favour  of  your  Lordship  if  you  will  continue  us 
in  this  town  till  such  times  as  we  may  be  properly  equip- 
ped or  wanted  for  immediate  duty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  ,         „ 

'  '  John  roLHEiuDS. 

The  Honourable  Earl  oi  Stirling,  Elizabethtown, 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New-York,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 15th,  1775,  Present:  John  Broome,  Chairman  pro 
tern., 

Colonel  riyer,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Tomploton, 

Mr.  Janeway,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  T.  Curtenius, 

Mr.  R'^ade,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Mulligan, 

Mr.  Fintard,  Mr.  Banker,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Brinkerlioff, 

Mr.  Stoutonburgh,  Mr.  Mooro,  Mr.  Theop.Anthony, 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Abcel,  Mr.  Ray,  Jun., 

Mr.  Duyckinck,  Mr  Byvanck,  Mr.  Tottun, 

Mr.  Roome,  Mr.  Breaxtcd,  Mr.  Low, 

Mr.  IjoU,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Burling, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  John  Anthony,  Mr.  Plienix, 

Colonel  Lasher,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Ramsay. 
Captain  Dennis, 

The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Committee  a  letter  from 
Alathias  ffilliamson,  of  Elizabethtown,  to  his  son,  request- 
ing him  to  obtain  permission  from  this  Committee  to  send 
a  Chariot  to  Mr.  Johnson,  in  Jamaica,  which  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  give  permission  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Chairman  produced  an  Inventory  of  a  quantity  of 
Provisions,  belonging  to  Mr.  Dnubevy,  which  were  taken 
by  the  City  Guard,  going  to  Long- Island  in  order  to  be 
conveyed  on  board  the  Asia,  man-of-war.  Mr.  Daubeny 
being  called  in,  from  his  examination  it  appeared  that  he 
had  inadvertently  attempted  to  send  some  necessaries  on 
board  the  Asia,  without  the  permission  of  Mr.  Lott. 

The  question  then  being  put,  whether  Mr.  Daubeny 
should  be  dismissed  by  receiving  a  reprimand  from  the 
Chairman,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Daubeny  being  then  called,  and  having  received  a 
reprimand  from  the  Chairman, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  Dunscomb  moved  that  the  Secretary  enter  the  names 
of  the  members  as  they  voted,  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  names  of  the  members  as  they  voted  on  the  ques- 
tion relating  to  Mr.  Daubeny : 

For  the  Affirmative. 

Mr.  Reade,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Brinkerhoff, 

Mr.  Fmtard,  Mr.  Banker,  Mr.  Theop.Anthony, 

Mr.  Duyckinck,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Totten, 

Mr.  Roome,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Low, 

Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Ramsey, 

Captain  Dennis,  Mr.  Tompleton,  Mr.  Breasted. — 18. 

For  the  Negative. 

Colonel  Hyer,  Colonel  Lasher,  Mr.  Curteniug, 

Mr.  Janeway,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr,  Mulligan, 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  Stoulenburgh,  Mr.  Abeel,  Mr.  Ray,  Jan., 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Byvanck,  Mr.  Burling. — 17. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  John  Anthony, 

Whereas,  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Committee  have 
hitherto  neglected  to  give  their  attendance  at  the  stated 
meetings. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  Chairman  issue  his  order 
to  the  Door-keeper,  directing  him  to  apply  to  every  Mem- 
ber who  is  absent  at  this  time,  (excepting  those  who  be- 
long to  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Congresses,  those  who 
have  removed  out  of  town,  and  those  who  are  in  the  Provin- 
cial service,)  and  obtain  a  declaration  in  writing  whether 
they  mean  to  be  considered  as  members  of  this  Board,  and 
engage  to  attend  accordingly ;  and  that  the  Door-keeper 
report  to  the  Chairman  each  written  answer,  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

As  there  are  several  persons  now  confined  in  the  Guard- 
House, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  Dunscomb  be  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  offence  of  the  prisoners,  pro- 
cure the  evidences'  names,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next 
meeting. 
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It  being  suggested  to  the  Committee  that  one  Graham, 
residing  near  the  North  River,  has  been  employed  in  pro- 
curing Provisions,  and  supplying  the  Asia,  man-of-war, 
therewith, 

Ordered,  That  fi'tlHam  Sloo  and  Joseph  Bauldtvin  bo 
sent  for  immediately. 

Mr.  Bauldwin  attending,  informed  the  Committee  that 
he  well  knows  this  Graham  to  have  purchased  large  quan- 
tities of  Provisions,  and  that  lie  verily  believed  they  were 
bought  for  the  use  of  the  man-of-war;  that  Joseph  De 
Groat  and  George  Anderson  carted  the  Provisions. 

William  Sloo  declares  to  the  above  effect,  and  further- 
more says,  that  one  Mrs.  Huily,  in  Dey  Street,  informed 
him  (Sloo)  that  she  was  employed  by  the  said  Graham 
to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  Butter;  that  David  Morris, 
1  Carpenter,  can  give  some  further  intelligence. 

■  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Garret  Abe.el,  John  Lasher,  and 

William  Hyer,  a  Sub-Committee,  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
set  of  Regulations  for  the  Night  Watch,  reported  that  they 
had  drawn  up  said  Regulations;  which,  being  read  and 
amended,  are  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  Military  Night  Watch,  which  has  been 
kept  for  several  months  past,  has  been  found  of  great  utility 
towards  preserving  peace  and  good  order  in  the  city,  and 
protecting  the  persons  and  property  of  its  iniiabitants  ;  and 
as  the  continuance  of  such  a  Watch  has  become  more  ne- 
cessary than  ever,  from  the  unsettled  stale  of  publick  affairs, 
and  the  recent  instances  of  insults  offered  to  the  rights  and 
persons  of  said  inhabitants,  the  Sub-Committee  appointed 
by  the  General  Committee  to  draw  up  directions  for  the 
Regulations,  are  therefore  of  opinion  it  be  again  published 
in  the  newspapers,  that  it  is  expected  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  continue  with  willingness  and  punctuality  said 
Watch,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  for  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  directions  of 
the  General  Committee. 

The  following  directions  for  the  Watch,  are  submitted 
to  the  General  Committee  for  their  approbation  : 

First.  That  at  least  one  company,  properly  officered, 
mount  guard  every  evening  at  such  place  and  time  as  shall 
be  directed  by  the  General  Committee  ;  that  the  present 
Ij  Watch  be  kept  at  the  Barracks  on  the  Battery,  and  attend 

there  every  evening  at  six  o'clock,  and  be  discharged  at 
daylight  in  the  morning,  unless  it  be  found  necessary  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  or  Battalion  to 
which  such  company  belongs,  to  continue  the  same  through 
the  day. 

Second.  That  the  Town-Major  give  notice  to  the  Adju- 
tant of  each  Battalion,  whose  tour  of  duty  it  is,  at  least 
twenty-four  hours  before  he  mounts  guard;  and  that  the 
officer  report  to  the  Town-Major  the  occurrences  of  the 
night,  and  deliver  him  a  return  of  the  men  who  have  been 
on  duty,  and  of  the  defaulters,  which  report  is  to  be  deli- 
vered by  him  to  the  Colonel,  or  nest  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Battalion  to  which  the  company  or  guard  belongs. 

Third.  That  immediately  after  roll-calling,  sentinels  be 
set  at  such  places  as  have  been  directed  by  the  Commit- 
tee, or  shall  be  directed  by  the  Town-Major,  or  be  found 
necessary  by  the  officer  on  guard. 

Fourth.  That  detachments  be  made  from  said  guard,  to 
patrol  the  streets  every  two  hours,  under  the  command  of 
a  Commissioned  or  a  Non-commissioned  Officer,  beginning 
at  ten  o'clock;  that  said  patrol  endeavour,  by  all  means, 
to  prevent  outrage  on  person  or  property ;  and  that  all 
offending  or  suspected  persons,  or  those  who  cannot  give  a 
proper  account  of  themselves,  be  by  them  taken  up  and 
■  carried  to  the  Guard-Room,  and  there  kept  in  safe  custody 

until  disposed  of  in  the  morning  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment 
or  Battalion  to  which  the  company  or  guard  belongs,  which 
Chairman  or  Commanding  Officer,  is  hereby  authorized  to 
examine  the  person  or  persons  so  taken  in  custody,  and 
release  hinn  or  them,  if  sufficient  proof  does  not  appear  to 
render  their  further  confinement  necessary.  And  if  said 
patrol  should  discover  any  person  or  persons  landing  or 
taking  off  goods  in  the  night,  they  place  a  sentinel  or  sen- 
tinels over  said  goods,  until  notice  be  given  to  the  officer  on 
guard,  who  shall  repair  himself,  or  send  another  officer  to 
the  place,  to  be  fully  satisfied  that  said  goods  are  not  land- 
ed or  laden  contrary  to  the  Association,  or  orders  of  the 
Congress  or  General  Committee. 


Fifthly.  That  no  wanton  alarm  be  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, by  firing  of  guns  or  beating  of  drums. 

Sixthly.  That  if  any  alarm  shall  be  given  in  the  night, 
by  fire  or  otherwise,  the  guard  stand  to  their  arms,  and  the 
officer  immediately  despatch  a  sufficient  detachment  to 
inquire  into  the  reason  of  such  alarm. 

Seventhly,  or  lastly.  It  is  expected  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee, that  every  officer  of  the  Military  Watch  adhere 
strictly  to  the  23d  and  24th  Articles  of  the  Rules  and  Or- 
ders of  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  fining  and  punishing 
delinquents. 

Isaac  Stodtenburgh,     John  Lasher, 
Garret  Abeel,  William  Hyer. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Regula- 
tions be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  Town-Major,  with  orders  to  have  the  same 
pasted  on  a  board  and  hung  in  the  Guard-Room. 

Abraham  P.  Lott  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  appointed 
to  superintend  the  election  of  Officers  for  Beat  No.  28, 
reported  that  they  had  attended  the  said  election,  and 
that  William  De  Witt  was,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  elected 
Captain  of  said  Beat  No.  28,  and  that  Martin  Shire  was 
chosen  First-Lieutenant,  John  Home,  Second-Lieutenant, 
and  John  Brevort,  Ensign. 

Abraham  P.  Lott  and  Jacob  Van  Voorhies,  appointed 
to  superintend  the  election  of  a  Captain  in  Beat  No.  5, 
reported  that  they  had  attended  said  election,  and  that 
James  Wessels  was,  without  any  opposition,  chosen  Cap- 
tain of  said  Beat. 

Ordered,  That  the  Officers'  names  be  sent  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  requesting  their  commissions  to  be  made 
out. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  December  15,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  23th  No- 
vember, I  received  on  the  ]  1th  instant.  The  inventory  of 
the  military  stores  taken  from  the  enemy,  gave  great  joy  in 
this  place. 

With  mine  of  the  8th  instant,  your  Excellency  will  re- 
ceive an  account  of  our  strength  in  Canada.  It  is  daily 
decreasing;  above  an  hundred  have  left  it  since  General 
Montgomery's  letter.  I  fear  much  that  by  the  first  of  next 
month  I  shall  not  have  a  man  left  at  Ticonderoga,  Crown- 
Point,  or  Fort-George,  of  those  now  there ;  and  I  cannot 
learn  that  the  officers  to  whom  I  gave  warrants  to  raise 
new  companies,  to  garrison  those  places,  meet  with  any 
success. 

The  treaty  with  the  Indians  is  not  yet  concluded. 
They  have  delivered  us  the  war-belt  and  hatchet  which 
Colonel  Johnson  gave  them  at  Montreal.  When  this  belt 
was  delivered  al  Montreal,  Johnson  had  caused  an  ox  to  be 
roasted,  and  a  cask  of  red  wine  was  prepared ;  and  when 
he  invited  them  to  the  feast,  he  said  it  was  to  eat  a  Bos- 
ionian,  and  to  drink  his  blood.  The  sachems  of  the^ir- 
Nations,  present,  refused  to  partake  of  the  feast,  or  to  let 
the  warriors  sing  the  war-song  ;  but  took  the  belt  to  lay  it 
before  their  Grand  Council.  We  have  now  sufficient  proof 
that  the  Ministry  attempted  to  engage  the  savages  to  fight 
against  us. 

The  Mohawks  have  received  a  severe  and  publick  repri- 
mand from  the  other  nations,  because  they  did  not  imme- 
diately send  for  the  few  of  the  tribe  that  were  in  Canada, 
some  of  which  were  killed  by  our  people. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Excellency 
copies  and  extracts  of  my  late  letters  to  Congress. 

I  have  not  heard  a  word  from  Colonel  Knox  since  I  left 
him  at  Fort-George.  The  weather  is  so  moderate  at  pre- 
sent, that  I  am  in  hopes  he  has  got  most  of  the  stores  to 
Fort-George. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington,  &tc.,  &.c. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOSEPH  REED. 

Cambridge,  December  15,  1775. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  nay  last,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
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receiving  your  favours  of  the  28ih  ultimo,  and  the  2d  in- 
stant. I  must  again  express  my  gratitude  for  tiie  atten- 
tion shown  to  Mrs.  Washington,  at  Philadelphia.  It 
cannot  but  be  pleasing,  although  it  did,  in  some  measure, 
impede  the  progress  of  iier  journey.* 

1  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  hints  contained  in 
both  of  the  above  letters,  respecting  the  jealousies  which 
you  say  are  gone  abroad.  I  have  studiously  avoided,  in 
all  letters  calculated  for  the  publick  eye,  (I  mean  for  that 
of  the  Congress,)  every  expression  that  could  give  pain  or 
uneasiness  ;  and  1  shall  observe  the  same  rule  with  respect 
to  private  letters,  any  further  than  appears  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  the  elucidation  of  facts. 

1  cannot  charge  myself  with  incivility,  or,  what  in  my 
opinion  is  tantamount,  ceremonious  civility,  to  the  gentle- 
men of  this  Colony  ;  but  if  such  my  conduct  appears,  I 
will  endeavour  at  a  reformation,  as  1  can  assure  you,  my 
dear  Reed,  that  I  wish  to  walk  in  such  a  line  as  will  give 
most  general  satisfaction.  You  know  that  it  was  my  wish, 
at  first,  to  invite  a  certain  number  of  the  gentlemen  of  this 
Colony  every  day  to  dinner ;  but,  unintentionally,  we  some 
how  or  other  missed  of  it.  If  this  has  given  rise  to  the 
jealousy,  I  can  only  say  that  1  am  sorry  for  it ;  at  the  same 
time  1  add,  that  it  was  rather  owing  to  inattention,  or,  more 
properly,  too  much  attention  to  other  matters,  which  caused 
me  to  neglect  it. 

The  extracts  of  letters  from  this  camp,  which  so  frequent- 
ly a|)pear  in  the  Fennsylvania  papers,  are  not  only  written 
without  my  knowledge,  but  without  my  approbation,  as  I 
have  always  thought  they  must  have  an  unfavourable  ten- 
dency ;  but  there  is  no  restraining  men's  tongues  or  pens, 
when  charged  with  a  little  vanity,  as  in  the  accounts  given 
of,  or  rather  by,  the  riflemen. 

With  respect  to  what  you  have  said  of  yourself,  and  your 
situation,  1  can  only  add  to  what  1  have  before  said  on  this 
subject,  that  whilst  you  leave  the  door  open  to  my  expec- 
tation of  your  return,  I  shall  not  think  of  supplying  your 
place.  If  ultimately  you  resolve  against  coming,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  it  as  soon  as  you  have  determined. 

The  Congress  have  resolved  well,  in  respect  to  the  pay 
of  the  men  ;  but  if  they  cannot  get  the  money  signers  to 
despatch  their  business,  it  is  of  very  little  avail ;  for  we 
have  not,  at  this  time,  money  enough  in  camp  to  answer 
the  Commissary's  and  Quartermaster's  accounts,  much  less 
to  pay  the  troops. 

The  account  which  you  have  given  of  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  respecting  my  conduct,  is  extremely  flattering. 
I  pray  God  that  I  may  continue  to  deserve  them,  in  my 
perplexed  and  intricate  situation. 

Our  inlistment  goes  on  slowly.  By  the  returns  last 
Monday,  only  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen 
men  are  engaged  for  the  ensuing  campaign ;  and  yet  we  are 
told  that  we  shall  get  the  number  wanted,  as  they  are  only 
playing  off,  to  see  what  advantages  are  to  be  made,  and 
whether  a  bounty  cannot  be  extorted,  either  from  the  pub- 
lick  at  large  or  individuals,  in  case  of  a  draft.  Time  only 
can  discover  this.     I  doubt  the  measure  exceedingly. 

The  fortunate  capture  of  the  store-ship  has  supplied  us 
with  flints,  and  many  other  articles  we  stood  in  need  of; 
but  we  still  have  our  wants. 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 


GENEBAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  December  15,  1775. 

Sib:  Your  favours  of  the  7th  and  9th  instant  1  receiv- 
ed, and  was  much  pleased  to  hear  of  the  zeal  of  the  peo- 
ple of  (Connecticut,  and  the  readiness  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  towns  to  march  to  this  town,  upon  their  be- 
ing acquainted  with  the  behaviour  and  desertion  of  their 
troops. 

1  have  nothing  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  your 
Assembly  ;  I  am  confident  they  will  not  be  wanting  in  their 
exertions  for  supporting  the  just  and  constitutional  rights 
of  the  Colonies. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  list  of  the  officers  and  companies 
under  the  new  establishment,  with  the  number  of  the  men 

'Cambridge,  Decemher  14,  1775. — Ijast  Monday  niglit  came  to 
town,  fi  jm  Virginia,  the  laJy  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
and  the  lady  of  the  Hon.  Adjutant-General  Gates,  accompanied  by 
John  Cuslis,  Esq.,  and  lady,  and  George  Leiois,  Esq. 


inlistt'J  ;  the  returns  only  came  in  to-day,  or  T  would  have 
transmitted  it  before. 

Having  heard  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Leonard,  from  your  Colony,  will  have  it  in  his  power 
to  continue  here  as  a  Chaplain,  I  cannot  but  express  some 
concern,  as  I  think  his  departure  will  be  a  loss.  His  gen- 
eral conduct  has  been  exemplary  and  praiseworthy ;  in 
discharging  the  duties  of  his  office,  active  and  industrious  ; 
he  has  discovered  himself  a  warm  and  steady  friend  to  his 
country,  and  taken  great  pains  to  animate  the  soldiery,  and 
impress  them  with  a  knowledge  of  the  important  rights  we 
are  contending  for.  Upon  the  late  desertion  of  the  troops, 
he  gave  a  sensible  and  judicious  discourse,  holding  forth  the 
necessity  of  courage  and  bravery,  and  at  the  same  tin)e,  of 
obedience  and  subordination  to  those  in  command. 

In  justice  to  the  merits  of  this  gentleman,  I  thought  it 
only  right  to  give  you  this  testimonial  of  my  opinion  of  him, 
and  to  mention  him  to  you  as  a  person  worthy  of  your  es- 
teem and  that  of  the  publick. 

I  am,  sir,  &,c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


ROBERT  H.  HARBISON  TO  JAMES  WARREN. 

Cambridge,  December  15,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  bis  Excellency,  to 
transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  letter,  from  John  Dalfon  and 
William  Rntnsay,  Esquires,  two  of  the  Committee  for  the 
County  of  Fairfax,  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  by  which 
you  will  see  that  they  have  sent  the  sum  of  fifty-three 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  three  pence,  by  John  Custis, 
Esq.,  who  arrived  here  this  week,  for  the  suffering  poor  of 
Boston.  As  your  honourable  Court  may  make  a  distribu- 
tion of  this  money  in  a  manner,  probably,  which  will  belter 
answer  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  contributors  than 
what  his  Excellency  can,  it  is  his  desire  that  you  will  have 
an  order  made  respecting  the  same,  and  send  some  person 
with  it,  to  whom  the  money  may  be  paid.  The  letter  you 
will  please  to  return. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  very  humble  servant, 
Robert  H.  Harrison,.^.  J).  C. 
To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Speaker. 

P.  S.  If  you  can  certify  that  the  other  donations  were 
received,  it  will  give  the  Fairfax  Committee  satisfactioD. 


TO  WILLIAM  BABTLETT,  ESQ.,  BEVEBLT. 

Cambridge,  December  15, 1775.   • 

Sir:  Acknowledged  receipt  of  his  letter,  with  petition 
from  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Beverly.  If  any 
cannon,  not  immediately  wanting  for  the  armed  vessels,  to 
be  lent  them.  Shot  to  be  lent.  Powder  found  on  board 
the  prizes  to  be  detained  in  his  hands;  and,  if  absolutely 
wanting  for  the  town,  to  be  lent. 


COLONEL  MOTLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BABTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  15,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  I4th  came  to  hand,  with  the 
sundry  articles  therein  mentioned.  I  was  in  hopes  there 
was  some  bottled  porter,  which  would  have  been  much 
more  agreeable  than  that  in  cask.  The  General  sends  back 
the  tea,  which  I  am  informed  consists  of  two  canisters 
only.  The  barrel  of  lemons  was  not  half  full.  There  was 
some  preserved  ginger  on  board  the  Antigua,  which  would 
be  very  agreeable. 

Captain  Lowrie  just  now  delivered  yours  of  the  11th. 
His  Excellency  thinks  the  price  of  teams,  as  fixed  by  the 
Province,  full  sufficient ;  he  will  not  raise  the  price.  His 
Excellency  approves  of  your  selling  the  lemons  and  limes, 
the  potatoes,  cabbage,  and  every  thing  perishable,  on  board 
the  different  prizes. 

Captain  Lowrie  and  Captain  li'os^erhave  liberty  to  stay 
at  Salem  on  their  parole.  Let  them  have  their  wearing 
apparel,  and  what  to  you  appears  clearly  to  be  their  private 
property,  taking  their  receipts  for  what  you  give  them. 

Ml. Burke  will  deliveryou  this.  You  are  ordered  to  give 
him  and  Mr.  Gregory  ail  their  private  property,  taking 
their  receipts.  You  must  also  give  Captain  AdamssWlia 
private  property,  taking  his  receipt. 
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Attend  to  former  orders,  by  preventing  embezzlements. 
As  the  court  is  not  yet  established  to  bring  on  the  trial,  I 
have  nothing  further  to  mention  to  you  concerning  them, 
than  that  all  possible  care  must  be  taken  of  every  article. 
Four  loaves  of  sugar  are  all  that  came  to  hand. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c.,  Stephen  Moylan. 

To  William  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 


COLONKL  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  December  15,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  wrote  you  this  day  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  which  you 
will  please  be  referred. 

The  General  was  much  surprised  at  the  rapacity  of  the 
crews,  in  stri()ping  the  prizes  of  every  little  thing  they  could 
lay  their  hands  upon.  It  is  now  his  positive  command, 
that  you  make  strict  inquiry  for  t!ie  different  articles  which 
have  been  taken,  and  such  as  can  be  got,  returned  to  the 
proper  owners ;  and  that  such  articles  as  cannot  be  found, 
must  be  made  good  to  tliem — the  same  to  be  deducted 
from  the  shares  of  those  wliom  it  can  be  proved  the  pilla- 
gers. If  they  cannot  be  found  out,  it  must  be  a  charge 
upon  the  one-third  belonging  to  tiie  captors.  Of  this  you 
must  acquaint  Captain  Manly  and  the  agent  for  the  peo- 
ple, if  any  s'lch  is  by  them  appointed. 

It  is  his  Excellency's  desire  you  will  pay  a  strict  atten- 
tion to  this  order,  and  that  he  may  not  be  plagued  with  any 
more  applications  of  this  sort. 

Stephen  Moylan. 
To  William  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 


Opinion  given  by  Johan  Derk  Van  der  Capellen,  upon 
the  request  of  the  King  q/"  Great  Britain  _/br  the  loan 
of  the  Scotch  Brigade,  in  the  Assembly  of  the  States 
of  Overyssell,  on  the  IGth  of  December,  1775,  and 
inserted  in  the  Records  of  (hat  Province. 

Honourable  and  Mighty  Gentlemen  : 

The  request  of  a  neighbouring  Power  for  some  troops 
of  this  State,  to  be  taken  into  their  service  and  pay,  is,  in 
the  present  state  of  Europe,  an  affair  of  so  great  conse- 
quence to  our  Repubiick,  that  I  chose  rather  to  communi- 
cate my  sentiments  to  you  in  writing,  desiring,  at  the  same 
time,  that  this  my  opinion  be  inserted  in  the  Records  of 
this  Province. 

Assisting  a  foreign  Power  with  troops,  in  order  to  extri- 
cate them  from  troubles  in  which  they  are  involved,  is 
simply  no  less  than  engaging  therein,  choosing  a  party, 
and  putting  ourselves  in  danger  of  being  deeper  involved 
than  rnay,  at  first,  be  foreseen  or  wished  for,  and  thus  ex- 
posing ourselves  to  all  the  consequences  of  the  first  step. 

Our  Repubiick  (which,  though  it  flourishes  only  by 
peace,  yet  has  constantly  been  engaging  in  unsuccessful 
wars,  subsists  principally  by  commerce  and  agriculture,  and 
to  both  which,  but  especially  the  former,  sufljcient  encou- 
ragement has  not  been  given)  is,  by  the  great  influence  of 
some,  and  blind  zeal  of  others,  brought  to  so  low  a  state  of 
power  as  only  to  be  recovered  (if  any  remedy  he  still  left) 
by  observing  a  strict  neutrality  in  all  quarrels  throughout 
Europe.  Every  proposal,  therefore,  however  plausible, 
must  be  tried  by  this  touchstone,  and  rejected  if  it  does 
not  stand  the  test.  Of  this  sort,  (and  nobody  can  take 
amiss  that  I  speak  tny  sentiments  on  what  regards  the  State 
so  nearly  with  the  true  spirit  of  Bntavia  freedom  ;  I  even 
look  upon  myself  as  called  upon,  and  that  silence  would 
be  criminal  when  to  speak  is  my  duty,)  I  say,  of  this  sort 
is  that  you  are  now  deliberating  upon  ;  at  least,  I  view  it 
in  that  ligiit.  The  torch  which  now  burns  in  America  is 
capable  of  inflaming  all  Europe,  already  full  of  combusti- 
bles. If  assistance  is  offered  to  England,  America  will 
not  want  it  on  her  side. 

The  House  of  Bourbon,  and  all  who  wish  the  peace  of 
Europe  and  freedom  of  commerce,  look  with  a  jealous  eye 
on  the  greatness  of  England,  in  raising  it  to  which  we 
have  most  unaccountably  sacrificed  ourselves  without  any 
reward  or  national  profit  whatever,  and  by  which  the  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe,  which  cost  such  an  effusion  of 
blood,  is  entirely  lost ;  insomuch  that  we  now  behold  that 
Kingdom  exercising  an  imperial  power  on  the  sea,  even 


much  greater  than  was  ever  known  to  exist  before ;  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  a  blow  will  be  aimed  against  her, 
when  a  proper  opportunity  occurs,  in  order  to  stab  her  to 
the  quick. 

What  will  then  be  the  consequence  ?  No  other  than 
seeing  ourselves  again  involved  in  a  destructive  war  with 
one  of  our  mightiest  neighbours,  (France,)  who,  from  a 
reciprocal  interest,  is  our  natural  friend,  and  can  wish 
nothing  more  tlian  that  there  should  exist  such  a  neutral, 
and  by  trade  flourishing,  Repubiick  as  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, to  carry  on,  (by  means  of  our  extensive  shipping 
and  naval  force,)  with  mutual  advantage,  their  navigation 
and  commerce,  when  obstructed  by  their  wars  with  England. 
This  appears  obvious  to  me,  besides  other  reasons  of  no 
less  consequence. 

What  advantage  can  this  Repubiick  expect  from  this 
cession  of  troops  ?  What  advantage  has  ever  accrued  to 
her  from  her  near  alliance  with  Great  Britainl  What 
reward  has  she  received  for  her  ever  faithful  assistance,  so 
cheerfully  and  readily  granted  ?  That  Kingdom,  on  the 
contrary,  got,  at  the  end  of  the  Succession  war,  (which 
proved  so  fatal  to  this  country,)  besides  her  extensive  con- 
quests in  America,  nothing  less  than  the  key  to  the  Medi- 
terranean, Gibraltar  and  Minorca  ;  and  what  we,  but  (as 
a  certain  writer  too  justly  remarks)  an  irrecoverable  and 
exhausted  treasury,  the  just  fruits  of  our  folly  ? 

Not  only  the  advantages  of  our  commercial  treaties,  so 
strictly  observed  on  our  side,  and  by  which  we  are  granted 
nothing  more  than  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  require, 
but  even  a  free  navigation  and  trade,  have  been  denied  us. 
Our  ships  were  searched  and  confiscated  at  pleasure  when 
trading  on  the  free  seas,  which  belong  solely  to  the  great 
Creator;  nay,  even  on  our  own  coasts.  Their  courts  de- 
clared goods  to  be  contraband  which  really  were  not  so ;  ■ 
and  they  have  treated  us  often  in  a  manner  by  no  means 
suitable  to  a  free  and  independent  State. 

Let  these  just  causes  of  complaint  be  removed,  and  the 
immense  sums  taken  from  our  merchants  refunded.  Then 
shall  I  allow  myself  to  deliberate  on  rendering  services 
which  we  are  by  no  means  held  to  do,  and  show  my  rea- 
diness, provided  our  own  circumstances  and  the  state  of 
aflairs  permit  it. 

This  brings  me  to  my  last  observation.  Though  not 
as  principals,  yet  as  auxiliaries,  our  troops  would  be  em- 
ployed towards  suppressing  (what  some  please  to  call)  a 
rebellion  in  the  American  Colonies ;  for  which  purpose  I 
would  rather  see  janizaries  hired  than  troops  of  a  free 
State.  In  what  an  odious  light  must  this  unnatural  civil 
war  appear  to  all  Europe,  a  war  in  which  even  savages 
(if  credit  can  be  given  to  newspaper  information)  refuse 
to  engage  ;  more  odious,  still,  would  it  appear  for  a  people 
to  take  a  part  therein  who  were  themselves  once  slaves, 
bore  that  hateful  name,  but  at  last  had  spirit  to  fight  them- 
selves free.  But  above  all,  it  must  appear  superlatively 
detestable  to  me,  who  think  the  Americans  worthy  of  every 
man's  esteem,  and  look  on  them  as  a  brave  people,  de- 
fending in  a  becoming,  manly,  and  religious  manner,  those 
rights  which,  as  men,  they  derive  from  God,  not  from  the 
l^egislature  of  Great  Britain.  Their  mode  of  proceed- 
ing will,  I  hope,  serve  as  an  example  to  every  nation  de- 
prived, by  any  means,  of  its  privileges,  yet  fortunate 
enough  in  being  able  to  make  suitable  efforts  towards  re- 
taining or  regaining  them.  J 

These  are  my  reasons,  which  I  look  upon  as  sufficiently 
convincing;  but  must  further  observe,  that  I  am  not  without 
apprehensions  that  this  cession  of  troops  may  lead  towards 
an  augmentation  of  our  own,  of  which  I  am  daily  more 
and  more  afraid.  An  overgrown  military  power  is  too  apt 
to  interfere  in  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  creates 
an  imperium  in  imperio,  which  frequently  obstructs  the 
administration  of  justice.  In  neighbouring  monarchies 
there  are  many  proofs  of  this.  In  England  it  is  unknown. 
It  is  one  of  the  dreadful  innovations  of  the  last  century. 
Bitter  complaints  of  it  were  made  throughout  Europe, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  ought  never  more  to  be  mentioned 
in  this  Repubiick ;  yet,  sorry  1  am  to  say,  this  military 
spirit  gains  ground  more  and  more,  and  serves  only  to  dis- 
solve the  weak  bands  which  have  hitherto,  in  some  de- 
gree, connected  the  armed  and  unarmed  part  of  our  coun- 
try, and  which  only  can  make  the  former  retain  any  idea 
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of  their  dependance  on,  and  submission  tO;  the  civil  power. 
For  all  these  reasons,  I  find  myself  bound  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing opinion  :  That,  as  the  interest  of  the  Republick  in 
general,  and  the  Province  in  particular,  does  not  require  or 
admit  the  cession  of  these  troops,  and  could  not  even  be 
done  without  a  manifest  injustice  to  people  who  have  no 
ways  injured  us,  it  becomes  necessary,  for  the  present,  not 
to  grant  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  request. 

As  this  affair,  from  its  nature  and  consequences,  (which 
are  very  extensive,)  does  not  come  under  those  points 
which  belong  to  the  daily  administration  of  Provincial  af- 
fairs, I  trust  that  my  negative  voice  will,  in  the  end,  have 
such  influence,  and  be  of  so  much  effect,  as  is  consistent 
with  what  of  old  has  been,  and  still  is,  customary,*  in  such 
cases,  in  your  High  Mightinesses' Assembly. 

J.  D.  Van  der  Capeli^en,  tot  den  Poll. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONnON,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN 
IN  VIRGINIA,  DATED  DECEMBER  16,  1775. 

The  King's  Speech  was  calculated  to  inflame,  rather 
than  allay  animosities.  The  pretence  of  hypocrisy  in  the 
Americans,  and  denunciations  of  decisive  exertions,  I  can 
easily  see  will  have  no  good  eflect.  In  pursuance  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Royal  denunciation,  the  Parliament  have  shut 
up  all  the  ports  of  America.  At  the  same  time,  for  a  show 
of  clemency.  Commissioners  are  to  go  over  to  receive  the 
submissions  of  those  who  will  come  in  to  the  Royal  standard, 
pardon  them,  and  restore  their  trade.  Another  act  has 
also  passed,  allowing  Nova-Scotia  an  exemption  from  all 
taxes,  they  paying  eight  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported 
from  any  parts  except  Great  Britain  and  its  dominions. 
The  other  Colonies  are  to  be  allowed  this  plan  if  they 
choose  to  accept  it ;  but  in  this  plan  England  is  considered 
as  having  an  indefinite  legislative  power  over  the  Colonies, 
and  the  acts  altering  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  the  Canada  Bill,  indeed  all  the  acts  complained 
against,  are  to  remain  unrepealed.  I  know  of  no  probabi- 
lity that  we  shall  have  any  better  terms  offered,  unless  some 
news  should  arrive  of  success  on  the  side  of  the  Provin- 
cials. If  Bunker's  Hill  should  be  retaken,  St.  John's  re- 
duced, &LC.,  matters  might  take  a  somewhat  more  favour- 
able turn.  At  present  the  nation  is  against  us,  and  think  we 
shall  be  an  easy  prey.  New-England,  they  confess,  will 
do  something ;  the  other  Colonies,  they  say,  nothing.  An 
account  is  lately  received  that  Lord  Dunmore,  with  eighty 
regulars,  beat  five  hundred  Virginians.  I  cannot  believe 
it ;  but  if,  unfortunately,  it  proves  true,  it  will  strengthen 
the  Ministry  and  dishearten  our  friends,  who  are  already  but 
few.  Europe  is  quiet,  and  like  to  be  so.  Administration 
will  receive  no  check  in  their  career  of  vengeance,  unless 
given  by  our  troops. 


SAMUEL  TUCKER  TO  LORD  STIRLING.  , 

Trenton,  December  16, 1775. 

MY  Lord  :  Your  favour  of  yesterday  is  before  me,  and 
observe  the  contents.  With  it,  1  received  per  Camp,  two 
memorials,  one  from  Yellas  Mead,  recommended  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  respectable  signers,  for  the  Lieute- 
nant's commission  ;  the  other  memorial  from  George  Ross, 
the  third,  of  Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  supported 
by  a  great  number  of  respectable  signers,  for  the  Ensign's 
commission  in  Captain  Meeker's  Company,  alledging  that 
he  has  inlisled  a  considerable  number,  and  ought  to  have  the 
Ensign's  commission ;  both  directed  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  I,  therefore,  could  not  fill  up  these  commissions 
until  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  which  must 
meet,  unless  it  can  be  settled  without.  All  the  other  com- 
missions I  have  filled  up,  and  now  send  you  by  Caleb 
Camp,  Esq.,  as  staled  at  the  foot  of  your  letter.  I  wish 
the  matters  may  be  settled,  as  I  am  of  opinion  the  Com- 
mittee will  pay  attention  to  the  matters  set  forth  in  theme. 
iDorials,  more  especially  as  they  are  supported  by  so  many 
persons  of  caution. 

An  answer  will  oblige  your  assured  friend,  and  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tucker. 

•  At  the  commencement  of  the  Republick,  unanimity  was  necessi. 
r/  in  their  dcterminationa.  A  single  negative  was  sufficient  to  reject 
anjf  proposition. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  CAPTAIN  LONGSTKEET. 

Glizabethtown,  December  16, 1775. 

Sir  :  Your  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Schenck,  this  moment  in- 
forms me,  that  you  are  arrived  at  Amboy  with  part  of  your 
Company.  I  hope  the  rest  will  be  there  soon.  Lawry, 
the  Commissary,  will  take  care  to  furnish  your  Company 
with  provisions  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  will  call  on  you  on  Monday,  and  will  ad- 
vance you  such  money  as  the  incomplete  state  of  your 
Company  will  admit  of.  You  will  mount  a  guard  at  the 
barracks,  of  a  sergeant,  a  corporal,  and  twelve  men,  and 
keep  your  men  as  much  within  the  barracks  as  possible. 

To  Captain  Longstreet. 

LORD  STIRLING  TO  CAPTAIN  JOHN  CONWAY. 

Elizabcthtown,  December  16,  1775. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  requested  to  deliver  to  Mr.  John 
Van  Emberg  the  keys  of  the  stores  of  the  barracks  at  Am- 
boy, with  all  the  stores  therein,  taking  an  exact  account  of 
the  same  ;  and  if  no  other  troops  be  arrived  at  those  bar- 
racks, or  at  Amboy,  you  are  desired  to  pick  twelve  or 
twenty-four  men  out  of  your  Company,  such  as  you  can 
best  depend  on,  as  a  guard  for  the  possession  of  those  bar- 
racks, and  the  stores  there.  Mr.  Van  Emberg  w'lW  supply 
them  with  provision  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  The  remainder  of  your  Company  may 
stay  at  Brunswick  till  further  orders,  and  go  immediately 
into  barracks.  Captain  Pothemus's  Company  is  also  to  go 
immediately  into  barracks,  and  both  to  receive  provisions 
from  the  Commissary,  Mr.  Lawry,  or  his  deputy. 

rr.     /~i        .    •       /^  STIRLING. 

To  Captam  Conway. 

LORD  STIRLING  TO  JOHN  VAN  EMBERG. 

Elizabethtown,  December  16,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  take  into  your  pos- 
session the  keys  of  the  barrack-stores  at  Amboy,  with  all 
such  stores  as  you  will  find  there,  or  that  you  will  receive 
from  Captain  Conway,  agreeably  to  an  order  I  now  send 
him.  You  will  observe  to  take  an  exact  account  of  the 
stores  you  receive,  and  of  the  expenditure  of  them. 

To  Mr.  John  Van  Emberg. 


RECANTATION  OF  JAMES  JUDD. 

Morwalk,  Connecticut,  December  16,  1775. 

I,  James  Judd,  of  Danbury,  in  the  County  of  Fairjield, 
have  this  day  been  brought  before  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection of  Norwalk,  and  detected  in  my  wicked  and  mis- 
chievous Striving  to  undo,  and  bring  destruction  and  ruin 
on  my  bleeding  country,  by  going  on  board  sundry  of  the 
King's  ships  in  New-  York,  and  then  and  there  gave  in  my 
name,  and  there  held  criminal  correspondence  with  a  man 
called  Governour  Tryon,  who  gave  me  as  a  present,  four 
pamphlets,  to  inflame  the  country  people  against  the  re- 
solves of  the  Continental  Congress  and  Committees,  which 
I  had  a  design  to  spread  in  the  country,  which  I  now  con- 
ceive was  very  wicked  and  wrong  to  do  against  my  coun- 
try, and  am  now  heartily  sorry  for,  and  request  the  forgive- 
ness of  all  true  friends  to  the  United  Colonies ;  and  hereby 
promise  and  engage  to  give  information  of  all  plots  and 
intrigues  laid,  or  hereafter  may  be  laid,  to  circumvent  or 
disconcert  any  of  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  or  any  other  Congress  or  Committee  un- 
der them,  but  will  freely  take  up  arms  and  fight  for  my 
country,  against  the  Ministerial  army,  or  any  under  thein. 
In  confirmation  of  what  is  above  written,  I  have  volunta- 
rily, with  my  own  hands,  committed  to  the  flames  the  above 
mentioned  pamphlets. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  the 
date  above.  James  Juod. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original. 

Jesse  Raymond,  Clerk,  P.  T, 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 

Head-Quarters  before  Quebeck,  ) 
December  16,  1775.      { 

Dear  General  :  The  bearer,  Mr.  Melchior,  I  sent  ex- 
press to  St.  John's  for  artillery  stores ;  be  so  good  as  to 
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give  him  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  particularly  in 
money  matters.  Yesterday  we  opened  a  battery  of  five 
guns  and  a  howitzer,  and  with  very  little  effect.  I  at- 
tempted to  summon  the  Governour  by  a  flag  of  truce ;  he 
would  not  receive  any  letter.  The  enemy  have  very 
heavy  metal,  and  I  think  will  dismount  our  guns  very 
shortly ;  some  they  have  already  rendered  almost  useless. 
This  gives  very  little  uneasiness  ;  1  never  expected  any 
other  advantage  from  our  artillery  than  to  amuse  the  enemy 
and  blind  them  as  to  my  real  intention. 

I  propose  the  first  strong  northwester  to  make  two  attacks 


river, 
shown, 


If  you  do,  by  Heavens  there   will  be   no   mercy 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  THE  CONTI- 
NENTAL SERVICE,  DATED  BEFORE  QUEBECK,  DECEMBER 
16,    1775. 

General  Carlcton  escaped  from  Montreal  by  paddling 
with  his  hands  by  our  men  in  the  night,  and  got  safe  to 
Queheck,  where  he  gave  imtnediate  orders  for  all  that  would 
not  take  up  arms  to  leave  the  city. 

VVe  have,  upon  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  a  battery  of 


by  night :  one,  with  about  a  third  of  the  troops,  on  the  lower        ^ions,  filled  with  snow,  and  water  poured  on  till  it  froze 

town,  having  first  set  fire  to  some  houses,  which  will,  m  all     ° 

probability,  communicate  their  flames  to  the  stockade  lately 
erected  on  the  rock  near  St.  Rogue ;  the  other  upon  Cape 
Diamond  bastion,  by  escalade.  1  have  not  time  to  point 
out  my  reasons  for  this  particular  attack;  let  it  suffice  that 
it  is  founded  on  the  nature  of  the  grounds,  works,  and  the 
best  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  procure.  However, 
I  am  not  certain  whether  or  no  the  troops  relish  this  mode 
of  proceeding;  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  practicability. 
But  should  it  not  appear  in  the  same  advantageous  light  to 
the  men,  I  shall  not  press  it  upon  them,  well  knowing  the 


quite  hard,  which  does  very  well,  and  we  have  some  mor- 
tars in  St.  Hoque,  behind  a  tory's  house,  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  Palace  gate,  from  both  of  which  we  have  put  them 
into  some  confusion,  and  set  the  town  on  fire  in  several 
places.  We  have  roused  them  up  these  five  nights  succes- 
sively, and  I  believe  they  are  almost  tired  out.  Yesterday 
we  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  them,  which  they  would  not  re- 
ceive, and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  raw  sailors  could 
be  prevented  from  firing  on  the  person  who  carried  it. 
General  Montgomery,  in  that,  offered  a  safe  convoy  to 
Carleton    and    Cramahe,  Lieutenant-Governour,  but    he 


impossibility  ofmakiiig  troops  act  with  the  necessary  vigour     ^^^|j  ^^j  ^^^j  -^^       hasi  Saturday  night  we  made   th 


on  such  an  occasion,  if  their  minds  are  possessed  with  ima^ 
ginary  terrors. 

We  are  exceedingly  weak,  it  is  true,  but  the  enemy  are 
so  too,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  works ;  and  as 
they  know  not  where  they  will  be  attacked,  all  must  be 
guarded  ;  indeed,  their  apprehensions  for  the  lower  town, 
induce  them  to  bestow  their  greatest  attention  on  that  quar- 
ter. I  hope  the  arms,  lead  and  flints  are  on  the  way.  I 
could  wish  for  a  reinforcement  if  to  be  spared.  We  have 
not  much  above  eight  hundred  men  fit  for  duty,  exclusive 
of  a  few  ragamufiin  Canadians.  1  believe  you  will  not 
think  it  proper  to  let  the  contents  of  this  letter  go  abroad. 
Should  you  have  no  accounts  of  any  cash  on  the  way,  I 
must  beg  you  will  send  an  express  to  hasten  it.  I  shall 
soon  be  exceedingly  distressed  if  a  supply  does  not  arrive. 
I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  raise  what  you  can  for  fear  of 
accidents.  Let  a  considerable  nuinber  of  shirts  be  sent 
down  as  soon  as  possible ;  our  men  are  much  in  want  of 
them.     I  must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Mekhior  for  particulars. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  with  much  esteem,  yours,  Sic, 

Richard  Montgomebt. 
To  General  Woosier. 


Indians  fire  several  letters  into  the  town,  with  bows  and 
arrows,  which  were  found  by  the  inhabitants,  and  are  circu- 
lating through  the  town.  One  was  directed  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, informing  them  of  our  requests,  and  the  consequence 
of  a  refusal ;  and  another  to  Carleton,  threatening  him  with 
immediate  death  unless  he  gave  up  the  city.  Was  it  not 
for  Carleton,  Cramahe,  Colonel  Maclean,  a  Scotchman, 
(who  was  taken  up  by  the  Congress  at  New-York,  but  de- 
nied interfering  in  the  dispute,  when,  at  the  same  time,  he 
had  a  commission  to  raise  men,)  and  Hanslie,  Collector  of 
the  Customs,  we  should  have  been  in  (^uebeck  before  now  ; 
but  in  a  few  nights  we  are  to  take  it  by  storm,  to  play 
from  both  batteries,  attack  in  the  lower  town,  and  scale 
the  wall  with  ladders,  which  are  almost  finished.  Ail  that 
get  safe  into  the  city  will  live  well,  for  they  are  allowed 
to  plunder,  and  take  what  they  please. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LIEUTENANT  VAN  WAGENEN, 
OF  CAPTAIN  QUACKENBOSS'S  COMPANY  OF  NEW-YORKERS, 
DATED  BEFORE  q,UEBECK,  DECEMBER  16,  1775. 

We  are  now  before  Quebeck,  which  makes  an  obstinate 
defence.  A  flag  was  lately  sent  them  to  surrender,  but  it 
was  fired  at  by  Carleton,  and  obliged  to  retire.  Colonel 
Arnold,  and  Macpherson,  our  General's  Aid-de-camp, 
were  again  despatched ;  they  got  to  the  walls,  but  were 
ordered  to  be  gone  immediately;  they  asked  if  the  Go- 
vernour would  not  receive  a  letter  which  they  had  for  him  ; 
they  were  answered.  No;  and  ordered  to  decamp;  upon 
which  they  retired.  We  have  thrown  above  two  hundred 
shells  into  the  town,  and  this  morning  opened  a  six  gun 
battery,  which  is  now  playing  on  the  walls.  The  enemy 
have  killed  ten  or  twelve  of  our  men.  A  council  of  war 
was  called  last  evening,  when  it  was  concluded  not  to 
storm  the  town  until  a  reinforcement  should  arrive,  as  it  was 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  CARLETON. 

Holland-House,  near  Quebock 
Deceralwr  16,  1775. 

Sir:  Notwithstanding  the  personal  ill-treatment  I  have 
received  at  your  hands — notwithstanding  the  cruelty  you 
have  shown  to  the  unhappy  prisoners  you  have  taken,  the 
feelings  of  humanity  induce  me  to  have  recourse  to  this  ex- 
pedient to  save  you  from  the  destruction  which  hangs  over 
your  wretched  garrison.  Give  me  leave  to  inform  you 
that  I  am  well  acquainted  with  your  situation.  A  great 
extent  of  works,  in  their  nature  incapable  of  defence,  man- 
ned with  a  motley  crew  of  sailors,  most  of  them  our  friends  ;  generally  thought  that  they  have  more  men  within  the 
of  citizens,  who  wish  to  see  us  within  the  walls;  a  few  of  ^^-alls  than  we  have  without 
the  worst  troops,  that  call  themselves  soldiers ;  the  impro- 
bability of  relief,  and  the  certain  prospect  of  wanting  every 
necessary  of  life,  should  your  opponents  confine  themselves 
to  a  simple  blockade,  point  out  the  absurdity  of  resistance. 
Such  is  your  situation.  I  am  at  the  head  of  troops  accus- 
tomed to  success,  confident  of  the  righteousness  of  the 
cause  they  are  engaged  in,  inured  to  danger  and  fatigue, 
and  so  highly  incensed  at  your  inhumanity,  illiberal  abuse, 
and  the  ungenerous  means  employed  to  prejudice  them  in 
the  minds  of  the  Canadians,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I  re- 


SAMCEL  NORTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Martha's  Vineyard,  December  16,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  24th  November  last,  I  observed  a 
sail-boat,  with  six  men  on  board,  sailing  from  Edgartown, 
in  pursuit  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Swan,  Captain  James  Ays- 
cough,  commanding.  1  being  officer  on  guard  on  the  east 
side  o{  Holmes's  Hole  harbour,  observed  her  motions;  but 
she  being  so  far  from  the  shore,  could  not  command  her  to, 
but  going  nearer  the  west  side,  the  guard  fired  upon  the  said 


strain  them,  till   my  batteries  are   ready,  from   assaulting     -„      „  -    ,    ~ 

your  works,  which  would  afford  them  a  fair  opportunity  of    boat,  but  the  people  wouW  not  bring  to.  But  keeping  watch 

ample  vengeance,  and  just  retaliation.      Firing  upon  a  flag     of  said  boat's  return,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seizmg  her  on 


of  truce,  hitherto  unprecedented,  even  among  savages,  pre- 
vents my  following  the  ordinary  mode  of  conveying  my 
sentiments ;  however,  I  will  at  any  rate  acquit  my  con- 
science. Should  you  persist  in  an  unwarrantable  defence, 
the  consequence  be  upon  your  own  head.     Beware  of  de- 


the  25th  said  November;  and  as  there  was  no  Committee 
or  leading  men  in  this  town  that  would  take  notice  of  the 
offenders,  I,  by  order  of  my  commanding  officer,  took  said 
offenders  under  examination,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
whose  affidavits  I  have  herewith  enclosed,  which  will  showr 


troying  stores  of  any  sort,  as  you  did  at  Montreal  or  in  the    your  Honours  said  offenders'  faults. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  it.  19 
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Your  advice  in  tliis  case  shall  be  ever  acknowledged  by 
your  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Norton, 
Lieutenant  in  Second  Company  in  Dukes  County. 

To  the  Honourable  the  General  Court  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[R  ad  December  26,  1775.] 

Clielsea,  December  16,  1775. 

Observation  of  the  day. — Last  evening  eight  men  came 
in  a  boat  from  Boston,  to  our  guard,  at  the  ferry ;  six  of 
them  Captains  of  vessels.  They  brought  the  following 
account :  Yesterday  one  large  mortar  was  carried  over  to 
Bunker-Hill;  the  troops  filling  water,  carrying  it  on  board 
the  transports;  provisions  scarce,  not  more  than  sufficient 
for  six  weeks ;  one  regiment  of  Foot  and  three  companies 
of  the  Light-Horse  sail  for  Halifax  this  day. 

Dorchester,  December  16,  1775. 

Sailed  out  of  Boston  Harbour  this  morning,  eight  large 
and  two  small  vessels,  taken  to  be  tenders ;  by  their  firing 
appeared  to  be  going  a  voyage  out  to  sea.  Mr.  Joshua 
Pico  came  last  night  from  Boston;  he  confirms  the  infor- 
mation that  the  regiment  of  Foot  and  some  companies  of 
Light-Horse  were  preparing  to  embark  for  Halifax. 

Cnmbridgo,  December  16,  1775, 

Sir  :  The  information  contained  in  the  above,  coming  so 
many  different  ways,  corroborated  by  several  vessels  having 
sailed  this  day  from  Boston,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  trans- 
mit it  to  you.  Though  Halifax  is  the  place  given  out  for 
their  destination,  it  is  possible  they  may  be  bound  else- 
where. I  shall  communicate  this  intelligence  to  Govern- 
ours  Cooke  and  Trumbull,  and  to  the  Convention  of  New- 
York,  for  their  government. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Congress. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS. 

Cambridge,  December  16,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Among  many  resolves  of  Congress,  which 
were  forwarded  to  me  the  other  day,  are  the  enclosed. 

Not  being  able  to  discover  from  the  resolves  themselves, 
or  the  letter  which  accompanied  them,  whether  a  copy  had 
been  transmitted  to  you  by  the  President,  or  to  be  handed 
in  by  me,  1  thought  it  best  to  err  on  the  safe  side,  especially 
as  the  Quartermaster-General  has  just  informed  me  that  he 
is  exceedingly  scarce  of  hay,  and  can  get  none  under  six 
pounds  lawful  a  ton ;  and  that  he  is  fearful,  if  he  should 
even  consent  to  offer  this,  (enormous  as  it  is,)  the  price 
will  be  further  advanced  upon  him  as  heretofore,  and  in  the 
article  of  wood. 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

Honourable  General  Court  of  Massachusetts- Bay. 

FROM  GENERAL  WASHINGTON'S  SECRETARY. 

Cambridge,  December  16,  1775. 

Madam:  I  am  commanded  by  His  Excellency  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and 
to  inform  you  that  an  exchange  of  prisoners  is  not  yet 
agreed  upon;  when  it  is,  Mr.  Tilly  will  probably  be  releas- 
ed among  the  rest.  He  will  not  be  forgot  then. 
I  am,  &c. 

To  Mrs.  Ruth  Tilly,  New-Haven. 


"  In  Committee  of  Safety  for  New-Hampshire, 
October  27,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  It  having  been  represented  to  this  Com- 
mittee as  necessary  that  a  number  of  vessels  should  be 
properly  moored  above  the  Boom  in  Piscataqua  river,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  enemy's  ships  up  the 
river,  we  do  therefore  hereby  desire  you,  or  any  three  oT 
you,  to  take  a  sufficient  number  of  the  meanest  vessels  you 
can  easily  find,  that  will  answer  the  purpose,  and  fix  them 
in  such  places,  and  ia  such  a  manner,  above  the  Boom,  as 


you  shall  judge  most  proper ;  and  to  appraise  each  of  said 
vessels,  and  make  return  thereof,  with  the  names  of  the 
owners,  to  this  Committee.  And  to  assure  the  owners  of 
the  vessels  so  taken  that,  in  case  they  are  destroyed  in  said 
service,  they  shall  be  paid  for  according  to  your  appraise- 
ment. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

"  Matthew  Thornton,  Chairman. 
"  To  William  Knight  and  Joshua  Wentworth,  Esqs.,  Cap- 
tain William  Pearce,  Captain  Thomas  Thompson,  and 
Captain  Supply  Clap." 

Pursuant  to  the  above  order,  we,  the  subscribers,  deter- 
mined on  and  transported  some  vessels  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned,  and  valued  the  same  ;  since  which,  finding  it  un- 
necessary they  should  lay  any  longer  at  their  moorings,  have 
returned  them  to  the  respective  wharves  from  whence  they 
were  taken,  and  delivered  them  to  the  several  owners,  un- 
hurt ;  but  that  some  of  the  cables  and  hawsers  are  injured 
by  use,  of  which  a  future  estimate  may  be  made,  if  the 
owners  require  it. 

William  Knight,         William  Pearce, 
Joshua  Wentworth,    Supply  Clap. 
Portsmouth,  December  16,  1775-. 


COLONEL  SCOTT  TO  CAPTAIN  SOUTHALL. 

Norfolk,  Docembur  17,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  time  to  inform  you  thai  we  have 
got  possession  of  the  most  horrid  place  1  ever  beheld ;  I 
mean  Norfolk.  Almost  all  the  inhabitants  fled  on  board 
the  ships.  Flags  are  continually  passing,  asking  water, 
provision,  or  to  exchange  prisoners.  Duty  is  harder  than 
I  ever  saw  before.  Our  guards  have  not  been  relieved  for 
forty-eight  hours.  The  men-of-war  fell  down  last  evening 
about  four  miles,  and  left  a  brig,  with  five  thousand  bushels 
of  salt,  behind  ;  which  our  guard  took,  and  brought  to  the 
wharf;  but  have  not  got  one  bushel  on  shore  yet.  We 
have  got  on  board  the  vessel  Mr.  Cary  Mitchell. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO  EDMUND  PENDLETON,  PRESIDENT. 

Norfolk,  December  17,  1775. 

Your  favour  of  the  14th  came  safe  to  hand  last  night, 
and  I  should  esteem  myself  wanting  in  duty,  and  respect 
to  your  honourable  body,  if  I  did  not  take  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  express  the  high  sense  I  have  of  the  great 
honour  done  me  by  your  resolution  of  the  13th  instant,  and 
to  assure  the  Convention  that  1  consider  my  country's  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct  a  sufficient  reward  for  any  services 
I  rnay  be  thought  to  render  at  this  alarming  crisis. 

I  had  taken  the  liberty  to  afford  that  protection  and  as- 
sistance to  the  distressed  Highlandttrs  which  I  find  is  the 
wish  of  the  Convention  ;  and  Colonel  Howe  and  myself 
will  pay  due  regard  to  your  directions  respecting  those  that 
remain  still  in  this  town.  Their  vessel  being  detained, 
and  their  distressed  wives  and  little  ones  left  to  starve  in  a 
strange  country,  is  a  fresh  instance  of  tlie  inhumanity  of  a 
certain  Lord.* 

*  A  remarkable  instance  of  Lord  Ddnmobe's  humanity. — A  sliip  from 
Cameron,  in  North-Britain,  with  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  High- 
landers, consisting  of  men,  women,  and  children,  was  bound  to  Neie. 
bern  in  North.Carolina,  but  forced  by  bad  wc.-ither  and  other  acoi. 
dents  to  put  into  Norfolk,  in  this  Colony,  Lord  Dunmore,  whose  troops 
had  a  few  days  before  been  defeated  in  the  battle  at  the  Great-Bridge, 
forced  these  poor  people  on  shore,  seized  their  ship  for  accommodating 
his  Tory  friends,  who,  after  the  buttle,  fled  from  Norfolk,  on  board  the 
ships  and  other  vessels  lying  in  the  harbour,  and  left  his  other  coun. 
tryraen,  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  perish  for  want  of  subsistence, 
in  a  Btrjnge  land.  In  this  wretched  condition  they  petitioned  Colonel 
Woodford  to  take  them  under  his  protection.  This  petition  was  trans, 
mitted  by  that  bravo  officer  to  the  General  Convention,  sitting  at  Wil- 
liamsburgh,  who  immediately  gave  orders  that  the  Colonel  should  tako 
them  under  his  protection,  relieve  their  immediate  wants,  and  afford 
them  all  necessary  assistance,  to  conduct  them  to  North-Carolina,  the 
place  of  their  first  destination.  In  consequence  of  these  orders.  Colonel 
Woodford  sent  the  Highlanders,  in  wagons,  under  a  proper  escort,  to 
^uffiilk;  from  whence,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  they  are 
to  bo  conducted  to  North-Carolina,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Con. 
vention.  The  Committee  of  Safety,  of  this  Colony,  have  wrote  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  North-Carolina,  informing  them  of  the  distress, 
ee  of  these  poor  people,  occasioned  by  Lord  Duumore's  cruel  treatment, 
and  requesting  tham  to  give  directions  for  their  relief  and  accommoda. 
tion,  till  they  shall  arrive  among  their  friends  in  that  Province,  amongst 
whom  they  intended  to  settle.  Lord  Dunmore  had  forced  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  of  these  unfortunate  people  into  his  service ;  but, 
upon  being  {bformed  of  the  humane  intention  of  this  Colony,  they 
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Your  orders  respecting  the  Tories  and  negro  prisoners 
shall  be  complied  with.  We  have  upwards  of  one  hundred 
of  them  now  in  our  guards.  Captain  Squire  sent  us  yes- 
terday the  following  ticket: 

"  Captain  Squire's  compliments  to  Messrs.  Howe  and 
Woodford,  and  will  be  glad  to  know  if  they  mean  to  pre- 
vent the  navy  and  army  from  being  supplied  with  provisions 
and  water." 

To  which  we  returned  this  answer :  "  Colonel  Howe  and 
Colonel  Woodford' s  compliments  to  Captain  Squire,  and 
return  him  for  answer  to  his  message,  that  as  His  Majesty's 
troops  and  ships-of-war  have  long  since  committed  hostili- 
ties upon  the  persons  and  property  of  tiie  good  people  of 
this  Colony,  and  have  actually  taken  and  imprisoned  seve- 
ral private  gentlemen,  and  others,  who  did  not  bear  arms 
at  the  time,  our  express  orders  are,  to  prevent,  to  the  ut- 
most of  our  power,  any  communication  whatever  between 
the  said  troops  and  ships-of-war  and  this  town,  or  any  part 
of  this  Colony." 

In  the  afternoon  the  two  ships-of-war  and  tenders  got 
under  sail,  and  fell  down  towards  the  distillery.  They  gave 
a  signal  for  a  snow,  with  four  thousand  bushels  of  salt,  to 
follow ;  but  she  not  being  so  quick  as  they  expected,  our 
guard  ordered  her  to  continue.  The  Kingfisher  sent  a 
boat,  with  about  fifteen  hands,  to  bring  her  off;  but  our 
officer  hailed  her,  when  within  gun-shot,  and  told  her  he 
would  fire  if  she  did  not  return.  She  took  his  advice  and 
put  about  to  the  man-of-war.  On  board  the  snow  was  Mr. 
Gary  Mitchell,  with  all  his  official  papers,  which  we  have 
in  possession,  likewise  the  vessel,  moored  to  the  wharf,  and 
intend  landing  the  salt  as  soon  as  a  proper  house  can  be 
got  within  our  guards.  That  gentleman  has  made  many 
professions  of  his  innocence,  and  has  prevailed  upon  Col. 
Howe  and  myself  to  take  his  parole  of  honour  for  his 
appearance  before  the  Convention,  for  which  he  sets  off 
to-morrow. 

Twenty-odd  pieces  of  cannon  were  left  by  the  enemy, 
but  spiked  and  dismantled. 

Norfolk,  December  19,  1775. 
Yesterday  the  two  men-of-war,  and  a  large  sloop,  stood 
up  to  their  former  station,  and  sent  a  tlag  of  truce,  with  the 
following  message : 

deserted  him,  and  joined  their  wives  and  children,  except  two  maidens, 
who  were  detained  as  bed-makers  to  his  Lordship. 

Notwithstanding  the  Convention  had  a  return  from  Colonel  Wood, 
ford,  after  the  battle  of  the  Great-Bridge,  from  whicli,  besides  from 
the  Colonel's  own  declaration  in  his  letter  to  them,  it  appeared  that  not 
one  of  our  men  was  killed,  and  but  one  slightly  wounded ;  and  add  to 
these  convincing  proofs  of  the  truth  of  this,  we  have  seen  officers  of 
veracity  that  were  in  the  action,  who  declare  the  same  thing ;  yet  we 
hear  that  it  was  reported  in  Norfolk  that  we  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men ;  and  we  have  pretty  good  reason  to  believe  that  Lord  Dunmore 
had  propagated  a  report  amongst  the  few  Tories  now  left  in  his  inte. 
rest  that  fifty  of  the  Grenadiers  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  had  fallen 
into  an  ambuscade  of  twelve  hundred  Rebels ;  that  they  fought  bravely, 
killed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Rebels,  and  retreated,  leaving  behind  them 
thirty-three  killed  and  wounded  ;  that  their  loss  was  heavy,  but  that 
they  sold  their  lives  dearly;  that  the  Shirt-men  have  nothing  to  boast 
of,  having  with  dilficulty  forced  the  seventeen  surviving  Grenadiers  to 
retreat,  allhough  they  had  fifty  to  one.  We  may  therefore  expect,  when 
the  news  of  this  affair  arrives  in  England,  that  Lord  Dartmouth  will 
publish  Lord  Diinmore's  letter,  which  will  probably  contain  a  more 
rational  account,  and  may  be  to  this  effect:  That,  finding  the  Rebels 
had  closely  besieged  a  fort  he  had  built  to  obstruct  their  passage  to 
Norfolk,  that  a  large  reinforcement  was  daily  expected  by  them  from 
Carolina,  and  that  they  were  procuring  cannon,  he  thought  it  best  to 
attack  them  before  they  could  receive  such  assistance  ;  especially,  as  ho 
was  informed  by  a  deserter  that  tlioy  were  but  three  hundred  ;  that  he 
found  that  a  favourable  opportunity,  having  just  pressed  into  his  service 
Bome  Scotch  Highlanders  wh"  had  come  over  to  settle  in  America,  and 
this  circumstance  giving  rise  to  a  report,  which  he  had  taken  care  to 
propagate,  that  he  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  five  hundred  High- 
landers, he  thought  it  advisable  to  make  an  attack  as  soon  as  possible ; 
that  he  ordered  Captain  Leslie,  viilh  a  company  of  eigiit  Infantry,  and 
Captain  Fordyce,  with  his  company  of  Grenadiers  of  the  Fourteenth 
Regiment,  to  take  with  them  all  the  volunteers  and  slaves  that  wero 
well  armed,  to  march  in  the  night  of  the  8th  December  to  the  fort,  and 
to  sally  out  by  day-break  and  attack  the  Rebels ;  that  Captain  Leslie 
did  so,  but  being  in  a  great  measure  deserted  by  the  slaves,  and  several 
of  the  volunteers,  (for  they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  advance,) 
and  the  Rebels  having  near  three  times  the  number  he  had  been  in. 
formed  they  had,  and  behaving,  indeed,  on  that  occasion,  with  more 
resolution  than  they  had  ever  done,  and  Captain  Fordyce  and  the  ad. 
vance  Grenadiers  being  cut  off  by  the  Riflemen,  and  Captain  Leslie 
being  unable  to  rally  the  negroes,  who  could  not  stand  the  severe  fire 
from  hundreds  of  marksmen,  retreated  into  the  fort,  and  that  night 
abandoned  it ;  that  he,  finding  the  people  of  Norfolk  were  not  to  bo 
relied  on  in  case  of  an  attack,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  the  ships, 
and  wait  for  a  reinforcement,  which  he  hourly  expected.  Some  such 
account  as  this  we  may  expect  to  see  in  some  future  English  paper, 
unless  this  anticipation  of  it  should  happen  to  be  read  or  republished  in 
England  before  their  Lordships  have  patched  up  their  story. — Va.  Gaz. 


"  Captain  Squire's  compliments  to  Colonels  Howe  and 
Woodford.  Acquaint  them  that  the  brig  laden  with  salt 
alongside  the  wharf  is  a  prize  belonging  to  the  King,  and 
taken  by  the  Otter.  Captain  Squire  requests  she  may  be 
immediately  delivered  up,  and  proposes  sending  a  boat  to 
take  her  away.  Should  any  shot  be  fired  on  the  people, 
he  will  most  assuredly  fire  on  the  town." 

To  which  we  returned  this  answer :  "  Colonel  Howe  and 
Colonel  Woodford's  compliments  to  Captain  Squire,  and 
return  him  for  answer,  that  the  brig  in  question  fell  into  our 
hands  the  other  night,  and  we  shall  give  orders  to  fire  upon 
any  boat  that  attempts  to  take  her  away." 

They  have  never  yet  made  the  attempt,  and  our  parties 
are  ready  to  oppose  the  taking  the  vessel.  Our  out-scouts 
inform  us  that  a  thirty-six  gun  frigate,  with  a  brig,  are  be- 
low this,  at  the  Pleasure-House.  She  is  supposed  to  be 
the  Liverpool  frigate,  with  a  store-ship.  We  have  parties 
watching  her  motions. 

:M 

A  morning  Return  of  the  Forces  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Howe. 

Norfolk,  December  17,  1775. 
Virgi7iia  Second  Regiment,       .     .     .     _     .     350 
Virginia  Minute  Battalion,  ------     165 

Virginia  First  Regiment,  detiichment  of,  -     -     172    t 
North- Carolina  Second  Regiment,       -     -     -     438 
North-Carolina  Volunteers,       -----     150 

Total  strength  of  Companies,   -     -     -     -   1275 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  OF  THE  CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS  TO  HIS  FRIENW  IN  WILLIAMSBURGH, 
VIRGINIA,  DATED  DECEMBER,   1775. 

One  of  our  armed  vessels  has  taken  an  English  store- 
ship,  coming  with  all  the  implements  of  war,  except  pow- 
der, to  Boston.  She  is  worth  about  thirty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  as  General  Washington  informs  us,  and  the  stores 
are  adapted  to  his  wants  as  perfectly  as  if  he  had  sent  the 
invoice.  They  have  also  taken  two  provision  vessels  from 
Ireland  to  Boston.  A  forty-gun  ship  blew  up  the  other 
day,  by  accident,  in  the  harbour  of  Boston.  Of  a  certainty 
the  hand  of  God  is  upon  them.  Our  last  intelligence  front 
Arnold,  to  be  relied  on,  is  by  letter  from  him  ;  he  was  then 
at  Point-Levi,  opposite  Quebcck,  and  had  a  great  number 
of  canoes  ready  to  cross  the  river.  The  Canadians  re- 
ceived him  with  cordiality,  and  the  regular  force  in  Q«e- 
becJc  was  too  inconsiderable  to  give  him  any  inquietude. 
A  later  report  makes  him  in  possession  of  Quebeck ;  but 
this  is  not  authenticated.  Montgomery  had  proceeded  in 
quest  of  Carleton  and  his  small  fleet  of  eleven  pickeroons, 
then  on  Lake  St.  Francois.  He  had  got  below  him,  and 
had  batteries  so  planted  as  to  prevent  his  passing,  it  is 
thought  he  cannot  escape  their  vigilance. 

[  hope  Lord  Chatham  may  live  till  the  fortune  of  war 
puts  his  son  into  our  hands,  and  enable  us,  by  returning 
him  safe  to  his  father,  to  pay  a  debt  of  gratitude. 

The  Congress  have  promoted  Brigadier-General  Mont- 
gomery to  be  a  Major-General ;  and  on  being  assured  that 
Arnold  is  in  possession  of  Quebeck,  it  is  probable  he  will 
be  made  a  Brigadier-General,  one  of  those  offices  being 
vacant  by  Montgomery's  promotion. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  * 

[Read  December  23,  1775.]  * 

Elizabethtown,  December  17,  1775.   • 

Sir:  The  two  letters  I  wrote  you  on  the  3d  and  5th 
instant,  I  hope  you  received.  1  have  not  received  any 
answer  to  either  of  them,  except  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walter 
Livingston,  relative  to  the  surgeon  and  quartermaster  of 
my  regiment,  which  I  have  answered. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Colonel  Maxtvell,  1  received 
yesterday.  I  had  before  wrote  to  hitn  to  put  his  men  into 
barracks  as  soon  as  possible.  I  was  then  sensible  that  all 
the  barracks  in  this  Province  would  not  contain  the  two 
regiments  of  Continental  troops  raised  in  New- Jersey,  and 
therefore  intended  boarding  out  two  or  three  of  the  com- 
panies in  this  town,  at  a  dollar  per  week,  which,  consider- 
ing the  expense  of  fire- wood,  will  be  nearly  as  cheap  as  to 
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have  them  in  barrack?.  By  this  letter,  I  find  Colonel  Mftx- 
tpelPs  regiment  cannot,  at  present,  be  provided  with  the 
barracks  at  Trenton,  as  I  expected.  It  seems  there  are 
about  seventy  or  eighty  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vate soldiers,  prisoners  from  Canada,  with  their  women, 
&.C.,  at  Trenton,  who  have  taken  possession  of  the  best 
rooms  in  the  barracks,  with  all  the  furniture,  and  behave 
in  a  most  insolent  and  improper  manner,  exciting  mutiny 
and  dissension  among  the  men  of  Colonel  Maxwell's  regi- 
ment, posted  there.  From  what  1  am  well  assured  of,  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  very  improper  those  pri- 
soners should  remain  at  Trenton,  or  in  the  Province.  The 
Tories,  in  every  part  of  it,  have  of  late  assumed  fresh 
courage,  and  talk  very  daringly.  I  was  yesterday  evening 
informed  by  the  Committee  of  this  County,  that  they  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  a  combination  carrying  on  for  oppo- 
sing the  measures  of  the  Congress  ;  that  some  of  them  are 
bold  enough  to  assert  that  their  list  of  Association  already 
amounts  to  more  than  four  thousand  men  ;  and  that  they 
have  had  a  supply  of  ammunition  from  on  board  the  Asia, 
manof-war.  On  this  foundation,  the  Committee  have  ap- 
phed  to  me  for  a  party  of  men  to  seize  two  of  the  most 
active  of  the  gang  in  this  County,  and  I  hope  to  surprise 
them  to-morrow  evening. 

Colonel  Laiery  hsis,  yesterday,  paid  off  three  companies 
more  of  my  regiment  at  this  place.  Part  of  the  eighth 
and  last  company  arrived  at  the  barracks  at  Amboy  on  Fri- 
day; the  remainder  of  them  are  expected  there  to-morrow. 
On  Tuesday  next,  a  complete  company  from  Morristown 
will  also  be  there.  The  troops  in  barracks  will,  to-morrow, 
begin  to  subsist  on  their  rations,  as  contracted  for  by  the 
Congress. 

1  do  not  find  that  it  will  be  possible  to  get  any  ammuni- 
tion in  this  Province  or  New-  York.  We  ought  to  have  a 
magazine  of  at  least  twenty-four  rounds,  to  guard  against 
unforeseen  emergencies. 

1  shall,  on  foot  hereof,  add  an  account  of  the  manner  of 
stationing  these  two  regiments  as  I  intended  them.  Colo- 
nel Lawry,  v^-ho  has  lately  reviewed  the  barracks,  is  of 
opinion  with  me  that  they  cannot  possibly  contain  more 
than  I  have  allotted  to  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Stations  intended  for  the  two  Regiments  in  New-Jersey  : 

In  barracks  at  Burlington,     -     -     -     -  3  companies. 

In  barracks  at  Trenton,    -----  3         do. 

In  barracks  at  Brunswick,     -     -     -     -  3         do. 

In  barracks  at  Amboy,      -----  3         do. 

In  barracks  at  Elizabethtown,     -     -     -  2         do. 

In  board  at  Elizabethtown,   -    -    -     -  2         do. 

Total,         -------       16  companies. 


COLONEL  MAXWELL  TO  THE  EARL  OF  STIRLING. 

Trenton,  Decembar  14,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  wrote  to  the  Continental  Congress  to 
have  a  surgeon  appointed,  and  that  there  may  be  some 
orders  given  for  repairing  the  barracks.  There  is  another 
affiiir  of  so  delicate  a  nature  I  thought  it  proper  to  consult 
you  on  before  I  would  inform  the  Congress ;  and  if  you 
please  to  inform  the  Congress  of  it,  I  will  decline.  The 
case  is  thus:  The  two  barracks  in  the  western  division 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  hold  my  regiment  when  they  are 
put  in  the  best  order.  The  Trenton  barracks  are  already 
occupied  by  the  Government  prisoners.  They  have  pos- 
session of  the  officers'  rooms,  and  most  of  the  bedding  and 
utensils,  which  cannot  be  put  up  with  ;  besides,  I  look  on 
them  as  unfit  companions  for  our  soldiers  ;  at  any  rate  they 
may  infuse  bad  sentiments  into  their  minds,  that  will  not  be 
easily  removed.  The  people  in  the  country  talk  loudly  of 
it,  that  Trenton  is  a  very  improper  place  for  the  prisoners, 
it  being  so  much  of  a  thoroughfare. 

I  beg  you  will  inform  the  Congress  of  what  you  may 
think  necessary  of  the  above,  and  you  will  much  oblige  me. 

My  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, William  Maxwell. 

To  the  Hon.  JnUiam,  Earl  of  Stirling. 


COLONEL  MAXWELL  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Woodbridge,  December  17,  1775, 

Dear  Sir:  You  will  find  by  this  we  got  no  farther  last 
night.  Mr.  Patterson  had  me  entirely  in  his  power.  He 
would  go  no  farther,  but  declared  he  would  encamp  here  ; 
and  it  was  so  very  dark  I  did  not  think  it  safe  to  proceed. 
The  purport  of  this  is  to  beg  your  Lordship  would  please 
to  begin  the  letter  I  left  you  yesterday  in  the  following 
order,  viz : 

"Trenton,  December  14,  1775. 

"  My  Lord  :  Your  favour  of  the  10th  inst.,  I  just  now 
received,  wherein  your  Lordship  informs  me  the  troops  are 
not  to  march  so  soon  for  the  Hudson  river  as  you  first  ex- 
pected. I  must  acknowledge  I  am  very  glad  of  it ;  for  not- 
withstanding my  utmost  endeavours,  the  soldiers  would 
have  been  far  from  complete,  as  they  should  be,  either  in 
arms  or  clothing,  for  such  a  march  to  the  northward.  A 
great  many  of  our  best  arms  want  repairs.  I  have  wrote 
to  the  Congress  for  two  casks  of  powder  and  one  of  flints, 
as  I  can  get  none  there,  and  begged  they  would  order  the 
barracks  to  be  repaired." 

Please  to  add  what  part  of  the  above  you  may  think 
proper  to  that  you  have.  Give  my  compliments  to  Law- 
ry. Mr.  Patterson  begs  1  may  enclose  you  his  compli- 
ments. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  servant, 

William  Maxwell. 
To  fVilliam,  Earl  of  Stirling. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER   TO    A    GENTLEMAN    IN    NEW-YORK, 
DATED   MONTREAL,  DECEMBER  17,   1775. 

Our  brother-soldiers,  now  before  (^uebeck,  have  thrown 
up  ramparts  of  snow  and  water,  which,  when  condensed 
and  frozen,  are  proved  by  experience  to  be  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.  Who  but  Yankoos  would  have  thought  of 
such  a  contrivance  ?  Or  who  but  enthusiasts  for  liberty 
would  carry  on  a  siege  at  such  a  season  of  the  year  ? 

The  companies  of  Captains  ffeisenfels,  Cheeseman,  Mott, 
Varick,  and  Qv.ackenboss,  ate  before  Quebeck;  Captain 
Goforth's  and  Lyon's  are  stationed  here,  under  Colonel 
Ritzema.     Captain  Willet  has  the  command  at  St.  John's. 


COLONEL  KNOX  TO  COLONEL  McDOUGALL. 

Fort.Georgo,  Deoombor  17,  1775. 

Sir:  When  I  was  at  New-York,  I  did  not  know  of  any 
13-inch  mortars,  a  number  of  which  1  found  at  Ticon- 
deroga.  I  must  beg,  sir,  that  you  would  use  your  influ- 
ence that  there  be  sent  immediately  to  the  camp  at  Cam- 
bridge, the  following  number  of  shells :  Five  hundred 
13-inch  shells  ;  two  hundred  5j'j-inch  shells  ;  four  hundred 
4J-inch  shells.  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  im- 
portance of  this  request  to  want  urging  any  additional 
motive  for  the  utmost  expedition.  If  they  are  not  to  be 
had,  please  to  inform  General  Washington  immediately. 
The  business  on  which  I  came  has  succeeded  equal  to  my 
expectation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obliged  and  most 
humble  servant, 


Colonel  McDougall. 


Henry  Knox. 


COLONEL  KNOX  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort-George,  December  17,  1775. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  I  returned  from 
Ticonderogn  to  this  place  on  the  15lh  inst.,  and  brought 
with  me  the  cannon,  &c.,  it  having  taken  nearly  the  time 
I  conjectured  it  would  to  transport  them  here.  It  is  not 
easy  to  conceive  the  difficulties  we  have  had  in  getting 
them  over  the  lake,  owing  to  the  advanced  season  of  the 
year  and  contrary  winds.  Three  days  ago,  it  was  very  un- 
certain whether  we  could  have  gotten  them  over  until  next 
spring  ;  but  now,  please  God,  they  shall  go.  I  have  made 
forty-two  exceeding  strong  sleds,  and  have  provided  eighty 
yoke  of  oxen  to  drag  them  as  far  as  Springfield,  where  I 
shall  get  fresh  cattle  to  carry  them  to  camp.  The  route 
will  be  from  here  to  Kinderhook,  from  thence  into  Great 
Barrington,  Massachusetts- Bay,  and  down  to  Springfield. 
There  will  scarcely  be  any  possibility  of  conveying  them 
from  here  to  Albany  or  Kinderhook,  but  on  sleds,  the  roads 
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being  very  much  gullied.  At  present,  the  sledding  is  tole- 
rable to  Saratoga,  about  twenty-six  miles  ;  beyond  that 
there  is  none.  I  have  sent  for  the  sleds  and  teams  to  come 
up,  and  expect  to  begin  to  move  them  to  Saratoga  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  next,  trusting  that  between  this 
and  that  period  we  shall  have  a  fine  fall  of  snow,  which 
will  enable  us  to  proceed  farther,  and  make  the  carriage 
easy.  If  that  should  be  the  case,  I  hope,  in  sixteen  or 
seventeen  days,  to  be  able  to  present  to  your  Excellency 
a  noble  train  of  artillery,  the  inventory  of  which  I  have 
enclosed.  I  have  been  particular  with  respect  to  their  di- 
mensions, that  no  mistake  may  be  made  in  making  their 
carriages,  as  there  are  none  here,  or  implements  of  any 
kind.  I  also  send  a  list  of  those  stores  which  I  desired 
Colonel  McDougall  to  send  bom  New-York.  I  did  not 
then  know  of  any  13-inch  mortars,  which  was  the  reason 
of  my  ordering  but  few  shells  of  that  size ;  but  I  now 
write  to  him  for  five  hundred  13-inch,  two  hundred  5,?^- 
inch,  and  four  hundred  4^-inclies.  If  these  sizes  could 
be  had  there,  as  I  believe  they  can,  I  should  imagine  it 
would  save  time  and  expense  rather  than  to  have  them 
cast.  If  you  should  think  otherwise,  or  have  made  provi- 
sion for  them  elsewhere,  you  will  please  to  countermand 
this  order. 

There  is  no  other  news  here  of  Colonel  Arnold  than 
that,  from  Colonel  Maclean's  having  burnt  the  houses  round 
Quebeck,  Colonel  Arnold  was  obliged  to  go  to  Point-aux- 
Trembles,  about  six  miles  from  the  city;  that  Gen.  Mont- 
gomery had  gone  to  join  him  with  a  considerable  body  of 
men,  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  mortars,  Sic.  There  are 
some  timid  and  some  malevolent  spirits  who  make  this  mat- 
ter much  worse ;  but  from  the  different  accounts  which  I 
have  been  able  to  collect,  I  have  very  little  doubt  that 
General  Montgomery  has  Quebeck  now  in  his  possession. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  u  v 

'  '  Henry  Knox. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

List  of  Mortars  and  Cannon  brought  from  Ticonderogaj 
December  10, 1775 : 


DIAMETER  OF    THE    BORE, 


Brass  Mortars. 
2  cohorns, 
4     do. 
1  mortar, 
1     do. 


8 


LENGTH. 

feet.  incheB. 


-  5  7-10  inches       -      I     4 

-  4i  "  -      1     1 

-  8J  "  -2 

-  7i  "  -      2         One 
trunnion  wanting,  but  not  damaged. 


Iron  Mortars.  feet,  incbes. 

1  mortar,        -  -    6J  inches  -      1   10 

1     do.  -  -  10         "       -         -     3     6 

1     do.  -  -  lOi       "       -        -     3     6 

3     do.  -  -  13  in.   2  feet,  3  feet,  and  3}  feet. 


6^ 

Iron  Homizers. 
1  howitzer, 
1     do.  - 


8  inches     - 

8i     " 


feet,  inches. 

3     4 
3    4 


List  of  Cannon,  Stores,  8fc.,  ordered  from  New- York, 
November  27,  1775: 

Twelve  double-fortified  iron  4-pounders;  two  brass  6- 
pounders ;  five  tons  24-pound  shot;  five  tons  18-pound 
shot ;  five  tons  13-inch  shells;  ten  tons  10-inch  shells;  ten 
tons  8-inch  shells  ;  five  tons  7-inch  shells;  port-fire  com- 
positions and  quick-matches.  All  the  carcasses,  although 
it  is  dubious  whether  there  are  any. 

Ordered  from  the  same  p\ace,  December  17,  1775:  Five 
hundred  13-inch  shells ;  two  hundred  5  iV'fch  shells ;  four 
hundred  4J-inch  shells. 

Col.  McDougall  mentioned,  doubtfully,  that  he  thought 
there  were  some  carcasses  at  a  place  near  New-  York.  I 
ordered,  if  there  were  any,  for  the  whole  to  be  forwarded ; 
but  have  since  heard  there  were  but  kw.  They  must  be 
provided  elsewhere. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  December  17,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  sundry  persons  and  accounts  just  from  Boston, 
I  am  informed  that  the  Ministerial  army  is  in  very  great  dis- 
tress for  want  of  fresh  provisions,  and  having  received  intel- 
ligence that  there  are  two  hundred  fat  cattle  on  Block-Island, 
and  some  transport  vessels  cruising  that  way  in  quest  of 
necessaries  for  the  army,  I  must  request  you  to  have  the 
cattle,  &;c.,  removed  from  thence  immediately,  and  from 
every  other  place  where  their  ships  can  come  and  take 
them  off.  It  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  pre- 
vent their  getting  a  supply.  If  they  can  be  hindered  now, 
the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  and  the  inclement  weather, 
which  we  may  expect  ere  long,  will  put  it  out  of  their 
power. 

I  yesterday  received  the  enclosed  information  from  se- 
veral persons  who  lately  came  out  from  Boston,  which  I 
thought  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you.  It  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  the  destination  of  the  troops  may  be  very  differ- 
ent from  what  they  have  given  out.  They  may  have  made 
use  of  that  to  deceive  in  another  quarter. 

I  am,  he,  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Cooke,  Rhode-Island. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  December  17,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  the  enclosed  information  from 
several  persons  who  lately  came  out  from  Boston,  which  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you.  Whether  these 
troops  are  embarked  I  cannot  undertake  to  say  ;  but  if  they 
are,  it  is  very  probable  that  their  destination  is  very  differ- 
ent from  what  they  have  given  out,  and  that  was  used  only 
as  a  feint,  and  to  deceive  us.  It  is  certain  that  several  ships 
sailed  from  thence  yesterday  morning. 

I  am,  Sic,  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 

P.  S.  Brigadier-General  Prescott,  as  it  is  said,  having 
treated  Colonel  Allen  with  severity,  I  beg  your  particu- 
lar attention  lest  he  should  escape. 

The  same  to  the  New-  York  Convention. 


Brass  Cannon. 
8  three-pounders,     3 
3  six-pounders,         3 
1  eighteen     do.        5 
1  short  twenty-four  5 


1-20  inches 
7-10     "      - 
1-2       "      - 
11-12  "      ■ 


13 

Iron  Cannon. 

6  six-pounders,       -  3  7-10  inches 

4  nine-pounders,     -  4  4-10     " 

6  twelve-pounders,  4  3-4       " 

7  double  fort.  18-pound.  5  1-2      " 
3  long  18-poimders,  5  1-2       " 

26 


feet,  inches. 

3  6 

4  6 
8  3 

5  6 


feet,  inches. 

-  9     7 

-  8    4 

-  9 

-  9 


11 


One  large  barrel  of  flints;  twenty -three  boxes  of  lead, 
about  one  hundred  pounds  each. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

Cambridge,  December  17,  1775. 

Sir:  The  applications  for  liberty  to  go  to  the  lines  are 
so  frequent  that  they  cause  much  trouble.  You  will,  there- 
fore, sir,  grant  passes  to  such  as  you  may  think  proper.  At 
the  same  time  I  would  recommend  to  you  that  the  officer 
who  will  attend  upon  these  occasions  be  a  person  of  sense, 
and  one  who  will  carefully  attend  to  the  conversation  of 
those  who  meet  on  the  lines. 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Ward. 

REPORTS  OF  CAPTAIN  DODGE. 

Chelsea,  December  16,  1775. 
Mat  it  please  tour  Excellency  :  I  have  enclosed 
the  observation  of  the  day : 

Last  evening,  eight  men  ran  away  in  a  boat  from  Bos- 
ton, to  our  guard  at  the  ferry.     Early  in  the  morning,  fiod- 
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ing  they  had  been  with  tlie  guard,  I  immediately  forwarded 
them  10  the  Committee.  •  On  tiie  Committee's  reception 
of  them,  they  cleansed  them  by  smoking  them,  and  let  them 
pass.  One  of  them  was  Ca|)tain  James  l-Varden,  who  was 
taken  in  Ma'pr  AtiJJlin's  employ,  who  is  very  desirous  of 
seeing  the  Major.  Six  of  them  are  masters  of  vessels,  and 
brought  the  enclosed  account. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

RicHAKD  Dodge,  Captain. 
To  bis  Excellency  General  Washington. 

N.  B.  Yesterday,  one  large  mortar  was  carried  over  to 
Bunker-Hill.  The  troops  are  filling  water,  and  carrying 
it  on  board  the  transports.  Provision  is  very  scarce ;  the 
officers  say  not  more  than  enough  to  last  them  six  weeks. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  says  he  dined  with  a  man  that  dined 
with  Lord  Percy,  a  few  days  ago,  upon  horse-beef.  This 
is  from  the  men  that  came  out  of  Boston  last  nitrlit. 

This  account  I  received  from  Boston  this  day,  December 
17, 1775: 

Remarks  for  Tuesday,  December  5,  1775  : — Got  into 
Boston;  met  with  the  ship  Boyne,  bound  for  London, 
which  had  on  board  thirty  masters  of  vessels,  passengers. 

Thursday,  7 :  The  Foy,  man-of-war,  twenty  guns,  Mon- 
tagu commander,  brought  in  the  brigantine  Washington, 
one  Martindale  commander,  mounting  ten  guns  and  ten 
swivels,  and  seventy-two  men.  The  Captain  and  all  the 
men  were  put  on  board  the  Freston. 

Monday  last : — Prisoners  were  put  on  board  the  Tartar, 
man-of-war,  to  be  sent  home  for  trial  as  pirates. 

The  following  is  the  price  of  provisions  in  Boston: 
Rum,  twelve  shillings  per  gallon  ;  molasses,  three  shillings, 
by  the  hogshead ;  wood,  four  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  nnd 
SIX  pence,  per  cord ;  sea  coal,  four  pounds,  fourteen  shil- 
lings, per  chaldron ;  salt  beef,  four  pounds,  five  shillings, 
per  pound ;  Madeira  wine,  one  pound  eight  shiliinos, 
per  dozen  ;  red  porter,  one  pound  four  shillings,  per  doz- 
en ;  hay,  twenty  pounds,  per  ton;  geese,  nine  shillings; 
turkeys,  ten  shillings  and  six  pence  ;  fowls,  four  shillings 
and  six  pence ;  onions,  six  pence  per  pound ;  potatoes, 
ten  shillings  per  bushel. 

Soldiers'  allowances,  four  pounds  per  week. 

Orders  from  General  Howe,  to  pull  down  the  Old  North 
Meeting-house,  and  one  hundred  wood  houses.  Morison,  a 
Scotch  minister,  took  bribe  of  a  certain  gentleman,  of  thirty- 
six  shillings  sterling,  to  get  out  oi Boston,  and  seventy-two 
shillings  to  let  him  bring  out  a  trunk  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds  in  cash  ;  which,  when  he  had  it  in  his  power, 
seized  the  whole  and  carried  it  to  Boston  again. 

The  officers  of  the  Fifty-ninth  and  Eighteenth  regiments 
are  sailed  for  home  in  order  to  recruit,  and  return  in 
the  spring.  One  regiment  of  Foot  and  three  companies  of 
the  Light- Horse  sail  for  Halifax  this  day. 

1  am  credibly  informed  that  the  soldiers  have  nothini" 


but  the  above  four  pounds  of  pork  and  bread  dealt  out  to 
them,  Richard  Dodge,  Captain. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Camp  on  Wintor-HiU,  December  17,  1775. 

Much  respected  General:  Agreeably  to  your  order 
have  again  waited  on  Major  Rogers,  and  strictly  examined 
him.  Have  seen  his  several  permits,  and  think  them  gen- 
uine, and  in  every  respect  agreeably  to  the  copy  sent  you. 
He  says  he  left  New-York  about  the  10th  of  October,  be- 
ing ill  with  the  fever  and  ague,  was  ten  days  in  getting  to 
Albany ;  that  there,  and  at  the  place  called  Stone  Rabba, 
he  tarried  ten  days  more  ;  he  then  passed  through  Hoosuck, 
Slandford,  Draper,  and  Hinsdale,  in  his  way  to  his  brother, 
who  lives  in  Kent;  he  was  three  days  in  performing  this 
route,  and  tarried  with  his  brother  five  or  six  days  more;  he 
was  then  three  days  in  going  to  Westminster,  and  in  his 
way  passed  through  by  Dartmouth  College,  and  saw  Mr. 
Wheelock ;  from  thence  he  went  to  his  farm  in  Pennicook, 
where  he  tarried  six  or  eight  days;  from  thence  he  went 
to  Newbury,  and  from  thence  io  Portsmouth,  and  after  tar- 
rying there  some  few  days,  laid  his  permit  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  He  owns  every  thing  in  Mr.  Wheelock's 
letter,  except  that  of  his  having  been  in  Canada,  which  he 
warmly  denies,  and  says  he  can  prove  the  route  he  took, 
and  prove  himself  to  have  been  in  the  several  towns  at  or 
near  the  days  he  has  mentioned.  I  asked  him  why  he 
came  to  the  camps,  as  he  had  no  business  with  any  parti- 
cular persons,  and  had  no  inclination  to  offer  his  service  in 
the  American  cause;  to  which  he  replied,  that  he  had 
voluntarily  waited  upon  the  Committees  of  several  Colo- 
nies, as  he  thought  it  a  piece  of  respect  due  to  them,  and 
would  probably  prevent  his  being  suspected  and  treated  as 
a  person  unfriendly  to  us;  that  he  likewise  thought  it  his 
duty  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  and  acquaint  you  with 
the  situation  of  his  affairs,  and  if  he  could,  to  obtain  your 
license,  to  travel  unmolested. 

These,  sir,  are  the  facts  as  handed  to  me  by  him.  What 
may  be  his  secret  designs  I  am  unable  to  say,  and  what 
steps  are  most  proper  to  be  taken  respecting  him  your  Ex- 
cellency can  best  judge.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  he 
has  been  in  Canada  ;  but  as  he  was  once  Governour  of  Mi- 
chilimackinack ,  it  is  possible  he  may  have  a  commission  to 
take  that  command,  and  stir  up  the  Indians  against  us,  and 
only  waits  for  an  opportunity  to  get  there ;  for  which  rea- 
son I  would  advise  lest  some  blame  might  be  laid  upon 
your  Excellency  in  future,  not  to  give  him  any  other  per- 
mit, but  let  him  avail  himself  of  those  he  has;  and  should 
he  prove  a  traitor,  let  the  blame  centre  upon  those  who 
enlarged  him.  I  beg  pardon  for  intruding  my  opinion, 
and  subscribe  myself  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, John  Sullivan. 
His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


NORTH.CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL. 

At  a  Provincial  Council  held  at  the  Court  House  in  the 
County  of  Johnston,  the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1775: 

The  Honourable  the  President,  and  ten  Members  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats  in  Council,  to  wit: 

Samuel  Johnston,  Thomas  Jones,  Samuel  Ashe,  James 
Coor,  Thomas  Eaton,  Ahner  Nash,  John  Kinchen,  Whit- 
mill  Hill,  Waightstill  Avery,  Thomas  Person,  Esquires. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Samuel  Spencer,  Esquire,  one  of  the  members  of  Coun- 
cil appeared,  repeated  and  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Sheriff  of  Halifax  County  brought  before  this  Coun- 
cil a  certain  Walter  Lamb,  with  several  affidavits  accusing 
him  wit!)  sundry  misdemeanors. 

And  whereas  this  Council  thinking  it  proper  that  the 
witnesses  should  personally  appear  against  the  said  Lamb, 

Do  therefore  order.  That  Mr.  Branch,  the  aforesaid 
Sheriff,  take  into  his  custody  the  said  Lamb,  unless  he  shall 
give  sufficient  security  to  appear  before  the  said  Commit- 


tee of  Safety,  for  the  District  of  Halifax,  by  them  to  be 
tried,  acquitted,  or  punished  as  tliey  shall  think  necessary. 

The  Sheriff  of  Halifax  County,  brought  before  this 
Council  a  certain  George  Massingbird,  with  an  affidavit 
accusing  him  of  having  made  use  of  some  words  disre- 
spectful to  the  cause  oi  America. 

And  whereas  this  Council  thinking  it  proper  that  the 
witnesses  should  personally  appear  against  the  said  George 
Massingbird ,  and  he  appearing  to  be  truly  sensible  of  his 
past  ill  conduct,  and  having  taken  an  oath  satisfactory  to 
the  Council : 

Do  therefore  order,  That  the  said  George  Massing- 
bird be  discharged  from  custody. 

The  Council  being  informed  that  Roger  Ormond,  Esq., 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the 
District  of  Newbern  is  dead  : 

It  is  therefore  resolved.  That  John  Simpson,  Esquire, 
of  the  County  of  Pitt,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a 
member  of  the  said  Committee,  for  the  District  aforesaid, 
in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  said  Roger  Ormond,  and  that 
he,  the  said  John  Simpson,  be  admitted  to  take  his  seat 
accordingly. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nipe 
o'clock. 
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"  Wednesday,  December  20,  1775. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  of  Hillsborough  District 
pay  unto  Messrs.  JSathan  Rochester  and  William  Johnston, 
seventy  pounds,  seven  shillings  and  four  pence,  Procla- 
mation money,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Gun- 
powder, four  hundred  and  seventy-six  pounds  of  har  Lead, 
and  one  thousand  Gun  Flints,  purchased  by  them  |)ursuant 
to  a  resolve  of  the  Committee  of  Orange  County,  and  that 
the  said  Ammunition  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  William 
Johnston,  and  that  the  said  Paymaster  take  his  receipt  for 
the  same,  to  be  produced  whenever  demanded  by  the 
publick. 

Resolved,  That  Lehansyus  Dekeyser,  Adjutant  in  the 
First  Regiment  of  Regulars,  raised  in  this  Province,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  James  Moore,  be  allowed  Adju- 
tant's pay,  from  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  last,  inclu- 
sive, he  having  performed  duty  from  that  day. 

It  appearing  to  this  Council,  that  the  measures  concert- 
ed for  the  defence  o{  American  liberty  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  prejudice  of  the  publick, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committees 
of  Wilmington  and  Brunswick,  and  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  detachment  stationed  on  Cape-Fear  River, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  cut  off  all  manner  of 
personal  communication  between  his  Excellency  Govern- 
our  Martin  and  the  officers  of  the  ships-of-vvar,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province,  on  any  pretext  whatever; 
and  that  the  utmost  caution  be  used  in  supplying  the 
ships-of-warwith  Provisions;  that  they  be  conveyed  in  such 
manner  as  to  prevent  any  intelligence  from  being  disclo- 
sed by  the  persons  conveying  the  said  Provisions. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  in  the  above  Resolve  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  any  person  corresponding  by  letter 
with  Governour  Martin,  or  the  ships-of-war,  such  letter 
being  first  laid  before  the  Committees  of  the  said  towns, 
or  either  of  them,  or  the  Commanding-Officer  aforesaid, 
and  approved  of  by  them. 

Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  District  of  Wilmington,  should  they  think  it  neces- 
sary, are  hereby  empowered  to  cut  off  all  supplies  of  Pro- 
visions to  any  of  the  ships-of-war  lying  in  Cape-Fear 
River. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  William  Kennon,  Esquire,  Commissary 
to  the  First  Regiment  of  regular  Troops  in  this  Province, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  purchasing  Provi- 
sions for  the  use  of  said  Troops,  to  be  accounted  for  with 
the  Provincial  Congress ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  write  in  the  name  of  this 
Board,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of  South- Carolina,  re- 
questing them  to  supply  this  Province  with  two  thousand 
weight  of  Gunpowder,  to  be  delivered  Waight still  Avery, 
Esquire,  or  his  order,  who  is  hereby  appointed  to  wait  upon 
them,  or  empower  some  other  person  for  that  purpose,  to 
receive  the  same  ;  and  that  this  Board  will  pay  for  ail  Pow- 
der delivered  to  the  said  Waightstill  Avery  inconsequence 
of  this  order;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them, 
be  ordered  to  give  a  draft  on  the  Continental  Treasury  for 
the  amount. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Troy  be  appointed  to  employ 
proper  persons  to  make  Carriages  for,  and  mount  four  of 
the  Cannon  now  at  Newbern,  and  remove  them  to  Salis- 
bury, for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  to  be  accounted  for; 
and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  Matthew  Troy,  the  sum  of  forty  pounds 
for  the  above  service,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
mto  the  hands  of  Abner  Nash  and  James  Coor,  Esquires, 
one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  appropriated  by  them  towards 
completmg  the  Fortifications  now  erecting  at  Hanging- 
Point,  on  Neuse  River,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Ashe,  Esquire,  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  {appropriated  by  him  towards  completing  the 
Fortification  now  erecting  at  Du  Bois's  Mill,  on  Cape- 


Fear  River,  and   be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the 
publick. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday.  Docembor  21,  1775. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 
To  either  of  the  Publick  Treasurers  : 

You  are  to  pay  unto  James  Davis,  printer,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  Proclamation  money,  being  for  one  year's 
salary  due  to  him,  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  as  publick 
printer  to  this  Province,  according  to  act  of  Assembly  for 
that  purpose ;  for  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Smith,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Paymaster  of  the  Troops  stationed  in  the  District  of  £(/en- 
ton,  as  also  to  the  Minute-men  in  the  said  District,  in  the 
room  of  Samuel  Johnston,  who  resigns,  he  first  entering 
into  bond  to  this  Council,  with  sufficient  security  in  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds.  Proclamation  money. 

This  Council  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity  of 
fitting  out  Armed  Vessels,  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of 
this  Province  •  that  there  be  three  Armed  Vessels  fitted  out 
with  all  oespatcli,  to  wit :  one  at  Cape  Fear,  one  ^i  New- 
bern, and  one  at  Edenton  : 

Do  resolve.  That  Mr.  President,  Samuel  Ashe,  Richard 
Quince,  Robert  Ellis,  Esquires,  and  Captain /oAn  Forster, 
or  any  three  of  them,  are  appointed  Commissioners  at  Port 
Brunswick;  Abner  Nash,  James  Coor,  Joseph  Leech, 
James  Davis,  Richard  Ellis,  Esquires,  and  Messrs.  John 
Green,  David  Baron,  and  John  Wright  Standley,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  are  appointed  Commissioners  at  Port 
Beaufort;  and  Samuel  Johnston,  Thomas  Jones,  Joseph 
Montfort,  Robert  Hardy,  Robert  Smith,  Esquires,  and 
Mr.  John  Norcomb,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  appointed 
Commissioners  at  Port  Roanoke ;  and  that  the  said  Com- 
missioners do  immediately  purchase,  arm,  man,  and  vic- 
tual, in  a  sufficient  manner,  at  each  of  the  above-mention- 
ed ports,  one  good  and  substantial  vessel,  and  to  recom- 
mend proper  officers  to  this  Council,  and  to  station  them 
at  such  place  or  places  as  they  may  think  proper,  prudent, 
and  necessary,  in  order  to  protect  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  Province,  the  whole  under  the  control  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  and  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  each 
of  the  ports  mentioned  by  tiie  above  resolve,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  are  hereby  empowered  to  draw  on  either  of  the 
Treasurers  of  this  Province  for  all  necessary  su(ns  of 
money  to  answer  the  above  purposes,  who  shall  be  allow- 
ed the  same  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Abner  Nash  and  James  Coor,  Esquires, 
or  either  of  them,  be  empowered  to  charter  one  or  more 
Vessels,  and  agree  with  the  masters  and  seamen,  at  the  Port 
of  Newbern,  and  load  the  same  to  such  parts  as  they  may 
judge  expedient,  and  with  such  articles  as  they  may  think 
proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 
Proclamation  money,  in  order  to  procure  Arms  and  Am- 
munition for  the  use  and  protection  of  this  Province,  the 
same  to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and  expense  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Richard  Quince,  Sen., 
and  John  Forster,  Esqs.,  or  either  of  them,  be  empowered 
to  charter  one  or  more  Vessels,  and  agree  with  masters  and 
seamen,  at  the  Port  of  Wilmington,  and  load  the  same  to 
such  parts  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  and  with  such 
articles  as  they  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  in  order  to  procure  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition for  the  us«  and  protection  of  this  Province,  the  same 
to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and  expense  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Whitmill  Hill,  Esquire,  be  empowered 
to  charter  one  or  more  Vessels,  and  agree  with  masters  and 
seamen,  at  the  Port  of  Edenton,  and  load  the  same  to  such 
parts  as  he  shall  judge  expedient,  and  with  such  articles  as 
he  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  Proclamation  money,  in  order  to  procure  Arms 
and  Ammunition  for  the  use  and  protection  of  this  Pro- 
vince, the  same  to  be  at  the  hazard,  risk,  and  expense  of 
this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  James  Geelcie,  be  appointed  Surgeon 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  the  Continental  Army  of  this 
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Province,  in  the  room  of  Doctor  Isaac  Guion,  who  neg- 
lects iiis  duty. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of 
the  Soutliern  District,  pay  into  the  hands  of  Abner  Nash 
and  James  Coor,  Esquires,  or  either  of  them,  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  for  purchasing  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion, to  be  accounted  for  at  the  next  Provincial  Congress, 
and  that  the  said  Treasurer  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  SamuelJohnston,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of 
the  Northern  District,  pay  into  the  hands  of  ffhitmill  Hill, 
Esquire,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  for  purchasing 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  next 
Provincial  Congress,  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  be  allow- 
ed in  his  accounts  with  tlie  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  President,  and  Richard  Quince, 
Sen.,  and  John  Forster,  Esquires,  or  either  of  them,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  for  purchasing  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  to  be  accounted  for  at  the  next  Provincial 
Congress,  and  that  the  said  Treasurers  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
to  Doctor  IVilliam  Pastuer,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  pounds, 
for  Medicines  furnished  the  Second  Regiment  of  Continen- 
tal Troops  in  this  Province,  and  that  the  said  ffilliam  Pas- 
tuer account  with  the  next  Provincial  Congress  for  the 
said  sum,  and  that  they  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

It  appearing  to  this  Council,  that  John  Simpson,  Ed- 
ward Salter,  and  Robert  Sailer,  Esquires,  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Pitt  County,  had  agreed  and  executed  bonds 
with  a  certain  Paul  White,  for  a  quantity  of  Powder  and 
Lead,  and  at  the  same  time  undertook  to  indemnify  the 
said  PauJ  White,  in  his  vessel,  during  the  completion  of  the 
voyage : 

And  whereas  the  said  vessel  on  her  arrival  at  Occacoclc 
Bar,  was  taken  by  a  culler  belonging  to  some  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships-of-war,  and  detained  as  a  prize,  but  the  Am- 
munition saved  by  taking  out  the  same  at  sea: 

Resolved,  That  Johri  Simpson,  Edward  Salter,  and 
Robert  Salter,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-five  pounds,  four  shillings  and  eight  pence,  to  en- 
able them  to  comply  with  their  contract  with  the  said 
Paul  White ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them, 
pay  them  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Provincial  Council  shall  be 
held  at  the  Court-House  in  the  County  of  Johnston,  the 
seventeenth  day  of  March  next ;  but  that  the  President 
may  call  a  Council  sooner,  if  he  should  find  it  necessary. 

Whereas  it  appears  probable  this  Province  may  soon  be 
invaded  by  the  British  Troops,  and  the  inhabitants  be 
destitute  of  sufficient  Arms  for  defence  of  their  lives,  lib- 
erties, and  properties : 

It  is  therefore  resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
Whiimill  Hill,  and  Mr.  Luke  Sumner,  for  Edenton;  Mr. 
Abner  Nash,  Mr.  James  Coor,  and  Mr.  David  Baron, 
for  Netvbem ;  Mr.  John  Kinchen,  Mr.  John  Butler,  and 
IMr.  Aififfiucftn  Hunt,  for  Hillsborough;  Mr.  President, 
Mr.  Samuel  Ashe,  Mr.  William  Campbell,  and  Mr.  James 
Kenan,  for  Wilmington;  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer,  Mr. 
IVaightstill  Avery,  Mr.  Griffith  Rutherford,  Mr.  Chris- 
topher Beekman,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Garrill,  kt  Salisbury ; 
Mr.  Willie  Jones,  Mr.  Thomas  Eaton,  Mr.  William  Al- 
ston, (son  of  Philip,^  Mr.  Joseph  John  Williams,  Mr. 
Eaton  Hayncs,  and  Mr.  Duncan  Laman,  for  the  District 
oi  Halifax,  or  any  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  em- 
powered and  required  to  purchase  materials  and  employ 
proper  persons  to  make  and  mend  Guns  and  Bayonets, 
and  also  to  purchase  good  serviceable  Guns,  Gun-barrels, 
Stocks,  and  Locks,  Lead,  and  Flints,  and  have  them  re- 
paired for  the  use  of  this  Province ;  for  which  purpose,  the 
Treasurers  or  the  Paymasters,  or  either  of  them,  are  di- 
rected to  furnish  any  of  the  above  persons  wit!)  money  out 
of  the  Publick  Treasury,  as  occasion  may  require  :  Pro- 
tided,  The  amount  lo  be  paid  to  the  persons  in  either  of 
the  Districts  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
pounds ;  for  which  they  are  respectively  to  account  with 
the  next  Provincial  Congress. 


Resolved,  That  two  Battalions  of  Minute-men  be  im- 
mediately embodied  in  the  District  of  Salisbury,  in  the 
same  manner  as  directed  by  ihe  Congress,  and  that  the 
following  persons  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  Field- 
Officers  of  said  Battalions,  viz  : 

Of  the  First  Battalion  :  Griffith  Rutherford,  Colonel ; 
John  Pfifer,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Paisly,  Major. 

Of  the  Second  Battalion  :  Thomas  Polk,  Colonel  ; 
Adam  Alexander,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Charles  Machine, 
Major. 

And  that  Commissions  issue  accordingly. 

The  Petition  of  William  Gibbs  being  read,  praying 
leave  to  ship  a  quantity  of  Naval  Stores,  which  suffered  in 
the  late  hurricane,  and  the  same  being  taken  under  consi- 
deration was  rejected,  it  being  incompatible  with  the  Re- 
solves of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  Thai  William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hewes,  and 
John  Penn,  Esquires,  Delegates  for  this  Province  at  the 
Continental  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  do  purchase  one 
Wagon  and  four  good  Horses  in  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,and  hire  a  careful  person  to  bring  the  same  to  Eden- 
ion,  in  this  Province,  with  the  Gunpowder,  Drums, 
Colours,  and  Fifes,  procured  by  them  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Troops  stationed  in  this  Province  ;  and  thai  the 
said  Delegates  are  empowered  to  call  upon  the  Continen- 
tal Treasurer  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  of  the  Wagon 
and  Horses,  and  paying  the  person  to  be  employed  by 
them  lo  bring  the  same ;  to  be  charged  lo  the  Account  of 
this  Province. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 

The  Council  met,  according  to  adjournment. 

It  having  been  made  to  appear  to  this  Council,  that  the 
late  Election  for  Delegates  and  Committee-men  for  the 
County  of  Onslow  was  unduly  made,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee so  unduly  elected  have  refused  to  subscribe  the  Test, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Elections  be  set  aside,  and  that 
the  Election  for  Delegates  and  Committee-men  for  the 
said  County  of  Onslow  be  held  on  the  third  Saturday  in 
January  next ;  and  that  Thomas  Johnston,  Esq.,  give  at 
least  twenty  days  notice  of  this  order  previous  to  the  said 
Election,  and  thai  he  take  the  poll  and  make  the  proper 
returns. 

Whereas  the  County  of  Surry  have  failed  to  elect  De- 
legates and  Committee-men  on  the  day  appointed  by  Con- 
gress for  thai  purpose, 

Resolved,  Thai  William  Sheppard,  Esq.,  be  command- 
ed lo  notify  the  Freeholders  and  Householders  to  meet  at 
the  Court-House  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  February  next, 
then  and  there  to  elect  any  number  of  Freeholders  or 
Householders,  not  more  than  five,  to  represent  them  in  the 
next  Congress ;  and  any  number  of  Freeholders  or  House  • 
holders,  not  less  than  twenty-one,  lo  serve  as  Committee- 
men ;  it  being,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  agreeable  to 
the  intention  of  the  last  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
to  Adam  Boyd  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  for  two  hun- 
dred Pamphlets,  delivered  lo  the  Congress  at  Hillsbo- 
rough, and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  McCaffcty  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  seventy-four  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  nine 
pence.  Proclamation  money,  for  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  pounds  and  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  Gunpow- 
der, taken  and  received  by  Colonel  Thomas  Polk  and 
Major  John  Pffer,  to  be  accounted  for  by  them  to  the 
next  Congress,  and  by  them  served  out  lo  the  Troops  who 
lately  marched  from  the  Western  Counties  of  this  Pro- 
vince against  the  insurgents  near  Ni7iety-Six,\n  South-Ca- 
rolina;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  ihem,  pay  the 
same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  James  Mansfield  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  five  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  six  pence.  Proclama- 
tion money,  for  taking  care  of  the  sick  Soldiers  al  Cape- 
Fear,  and  that  ihe  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him 
the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  wiih  the  pub- 
lick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 


305 


NORTH-CAROLIIS A  PROVINCIAL  COUNCIL,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


306 


into  the  haods  of  Colonel  Hmry  Rhodes  the  sum  of 
twenty-one  pounds  and  nine  shillings,  for  Gunpowder  and 
Lead  purchased  in  Onslow  County,  for  the  use  of  this 
Province ;  and  that  the  said  Henry  Rhodes  do  deposite 
the  said  Powder  and  Lead  in  some  secure  place  until  fur- 
ther orders  from  this  Council  or  the  Provincial  Congress. 

It  appearing  to  this  Council  that  James  Ktbble,  of  On- 
s/oi^)  County,  at  present  is  inimical  to  the  cause  of  Liberty, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  that 
the  said  Kebhle  is  an  improper  person  to  hold  any  com- 
mission  in  the  Militia  of  the  said  County. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Council,  that,  from  the  na- 
tural situation  of  Pasquolank  County,  being  divided  by  a 
very  wide  river,  that  the  calling  of  General  Musters  at  the 
Court-House  of  that  County  is  burdensome  and  trouble- 
some to  the  inhabitants  of  the  same,  and  that  a  division  of 
the  Pasquotank  Regiment  would  ease  the  inhabitants  and 
encourage  military  discipline : 

Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in 
the  said  County  of  Pasquotank  shall  be  divided  by  Pas- 
quotank River,  and  that  all  the  Militia  of  said  County  on 
the  northeast  side  of  said  river  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
made  and  established  a  new  and  distinct  Regiment,  and 
shall  be  known  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Se- 
cond Regiment  of  Pasquotank  Militia ;  and  that  Com- 
missions issue  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Henry  Rhodes  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  to  pay  for  and  receive  into  his  custody 
all  the  Powder  in  the  County  of  Onslow  secured  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  and  keep 
the  same  till  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  dividing  line  between  the  First  and 
Second  Regiment  of  Rowan  Militia  shall  hereafter  be  con- 
tinued from  the  mouth  of  the  lower  Little  River,  a  due 
north  course,  to  the   line  of  the  County  of  Surry,  it  ap- 

E earing  to  the  Council  to  be  more  convenient  to  the  in- 
abitants. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Quince  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  one  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six 
pence.  Proclamation  money,  for  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
pounds  and  one-half  of  a  pound  of  Gunpowder,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds  of  Lead,  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three  pounds  of  Saltpetre,  for  the  use 
of  the  publick  ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them, 
pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  fVilliam  Hill  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
thirty-seven  pounds,  two  shillings  and  eight  pence.  Pro- 
clamation money,  for  fifty  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  of  Buckshot,  for  the  use  of  the 
publick,  and  delivered  to  Colonel  Nash ;  and  that  the  Trea- 
surers, or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  al- 
lowed in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wilmington  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  eighty-three  pounds,  fifteen  shillings 
and  ten  pence,  Proclamation  money,  for  thirty-one  Guns, 
stocking  four  Guns,  and  repairing  three  Guns  and  twelve 
Gun  Locks,  for  the  use  of  the  First  Regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Moore;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or 
either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wilmington  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  three 
shillings  and  three  pence,  for  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  pounds  and  one-half  pound  of  Powder,  and  seventy- 
three  pounds  of  Lead  and  13all,  for  the  use  of  the  publick  ; 
and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  them  the 
same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Committee  of  Wilmington  be  al- 
lowed the  sum  of  seven  pounds,  one  shilling,  Proclamation 
money,  for  two  Muskets,  repairing  one  Gun  and  two  Gun 
Locks,  for  the  First  Regiment,  on  account  of  the  publick  ; 
and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  the  same, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  Decombor  23,  1775. 

The  Council  met,  according  to  adjournment. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  thetn,  pay 
to  Doctor  James  G'eekie  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  Medicines  for  tlie  use  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Province;  and 
that  the  said  Jnrnes  Geekie  account  with  the  next  Provin- 
cial Congress  for  the  said  sum,  and  that  they  be  allowed 
in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Publick  Treasurers  be  em- 
powered to  draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury  for  any 
sum,  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars  each,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  the  Troops  on  the  Continental 
establishment  in  this  Province. 

Sundry  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress,  respect- 
ing regulations  and  arrangements  of  the  two  Battalions  of 
the  Continental  Army  raised  in  this  Province,  being  com- 
municated to  this  Council  by  the  Delegates  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  the  said  Congress, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  Resolves  be  delivered 
to  the  Colonels  of  the  respective  Battalions,  and  that  it 
be  recommended  to  them  that  they,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  call  General  Courts-Martial  to  form  their  respective 
Regiments,  agreeably  to  the  said  Resolves. 

And  as  the  number  of  Captains,  agreeably  to  the  said 
Resolutions,  must  necessarily  be  reduced,  this  Council  will 
recommend  it  to  the  Provincial  Congress  that,  in  case  any 
of  the  said  reduced  Captains  will  act  as  Lieutenants  in 
the  service,  an  allowance  be  made  them,  out  of  the  pub- 
lick Treasury  of  this  Province,  sufBcient  to  make  their 
pay  equal  to  a  Captain's,  and  to  retain  their  rank.  And, 
as  on  the  said  new  arrangement  there  will  be  several 
vacancies  of  Ensigns,  this  Council  recommend  it  to  the 
Courts-Martial  to  encourage  proper  persons  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies, to  assist  in  recruiting  their  respective  Regiments, 
which  services  will  be  considered  by  this  Council,  in  filling 
up  the  said  vacancies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  they 
shall  respectively  recruit. 

It  is  further  recommended  to  the  Commanding  Officers 
of  the  said  Battalions,  that  they,  as  soon  as  may  be,  de- 
spatch proper  officers  on  recruiting  parlies  to  the  Western 
Counties  of  this  Province,  in  order  that  their  full  comple- 
ment of  men  may  be  completed  with  all  despatch. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  eighty  pounds. 
Proclamation  money,  be  applied  by  Samuel  Johnston, 
Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Northern  District,  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  Breastwork  in  the  Town  of  Edenton,  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  Town  ;  and  that  the  said  Treasurer  be 
allowed  the  same  on  settling  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  friends  to 
American  freedom  to  purchase  all  the  Powder,  Saltpetre, 
and  Sulphur  in  their  power,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  and 
lodge  the  same  with  the  several  Town  and  County  Com- 
mittees in  this  Province ;  and  that  the  said  Committees 
appoint  a  proper  person  in  each  Town  and  County  to  take 
care  of  the  above-mentioned  articles,  and  taking  receipts 
for  the  satne,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  the  publick  ;  and  that 
a  sum  not  exceeding  half  a  dollar  be  given  for  Saltpetre. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Sunday,  December  24, 1775. 

The  Council  met,  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymasters  be  directed  to  furnish  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  sixty  pounds,  to  the  Captain  of  each 
Company,  to  be  by  him  paid  to  such  persons  as  may  be 
sent  out  on  recruiting  parties,  as  advance  money  for  the 
new  recruits,  at  forty  shillings  a  man. 

Whereas  Governour  iViar^tn  hath  distributed  great  num- 
bers of  Tory  Pamphlets  in  the  Western  part  of  this  Pro- 
vince, where  the  People  are  not  well  informed, 

Resolved,  That  the  Continental  Delegates  from  this 
Province  be  immediately  informed  thereof,  and  desired  to 
procure  the  best  Pamphlets  that  can  be  had,  for  the  true 
information  of  the  People,  to  counteract  and  frustrate  the 
wicked  and  diabolical  stratagems  of  Governour  Martin  and 
other  tools  of  a  corrupt  Ministry. 

Resolved,  That  one-fourth  part  of  the  Powder  and 
Lead,  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  William  Johnston,  of 
Hillsborough,  by  resolve  of  this  Council,  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Person,  in  order  for  the  use  of  the  publick^ 
and  that  the  said  Johnston  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  First 
Regiment  send  an  officer,  with  twenty-five  privates,  to 
Georgetown,  as  an  escort  to  protect  the  Ammunition  to 
be  purchased  by  a  resolve  of  this  Council,  for  conveying 
the  same  from  thence  to  Cape-Fear. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Paymasters  in  the  several  Districts 
where  the  Continental  Troops  are  stationed,  do  immedi- 
ately purchase  Cloth  and  have  the  same  made  up  into 
Clothes,  to  wit :  Coats,  Waistcoats,  and  Breeches,  for  such 
of  the  men  in  the  two  Battalions  of  Continental  Troops 
not  already  provided  with  Clothing,  and  that  the  amount 
thereof  be  discounted  out  of  each  man's  pay,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  shillings  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Samuel  Ashe,  Esq.,  Paymaster  of 
tlie  Troops  stationed  at  Cape-Fear,  by  the  Southern  Trea- 
surer, for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Cloth,  Stc,  for  said 
Troops,  and  that  he  account  for  the  same  to  the  next  Con- 
gress, and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  Paymaster  of 
the  Troops  stationed  at  Edenton,  by  the  Northern  Trea- 
surer, for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Cloth,  &c.,  for  said 
Troops;  and  that  he  account  for  the  same  to  the  next 
Congress,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Richard  Caswell,  Esq.,  Paymaster 
of  the  Troops  stationed  at  Newbern,  by  the  Soulliern 
Treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Cloth,  &ic.,  for 
said  Troops;  and  that  lie  account  for  the  same  to  Congress 
at  its  next  meeting,  and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Northern  Treasurer  pay  into  the 
hands  of  Matthew  Locke,  Paymaster  of  the  Regulars  and 
Minute-men  in  the  District  of  Salisbury,  the  further  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  ofi"  and 
clothe  the  Continental  Troops,  and  pay  the  Minute-men; 
to  be  ac'counied  for  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Congress, 
and  be  allowed  in  his  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Locke,  Paymaster  of  Salis- 
bury District,  be  directed  to  purchase  all  the  Ammunition 
he  can  procure ;  and  for  all  sums  advanced  in  this  service 
he  shall  be  allowed  in  his  settlements  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  of  the  Continental 
Troops  stationed  in  this  Province  do  immediately  procure 
Cartridge-boxes  and  Haversacks,  for  the  use  of  such  of 
the  Troops  as  are  not  already  supplied  with  them  ;  and 
that  the  Paymasters  be  allowed  for  the  same  in  the  settle- 
ment of  their  respective  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  recommended  to  the 
Council  additional  Rations  for  the  Troops  stationed  in  this 
Province,  viz :  three  pints  of  Peas  or  Beans  per  week,  or 
Vegetables  equivalent,  rating  the  Peas  or  Beans  at  a  dollar 
per  bushel ;  one  pint  of  Milk  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  1-72 
of  a  dollar  per  pint ;  half  a  pint  of  Rice  or  one  pint  of 


Indian  Meal  per  man  per  week  ;  one  quart  of  Spruce 
Beer  or  Cider  per  man,  or  nine  gallons  of  Molasses  per 
company  of  one  hundred  men  per  week;  three  pounds  of 
Candles  to  one  hundred  men  per  week,  for  guards ;  twen- 
ty-four poimds  of  Soft  or  eight  pounds  of  Hard  Soap  for 
one  hundred  men  per  week  : 

The  Council  having  taken  the  same  into  consideration, 
resolve  that  the  several  Commissaries  to  the  Continental 
Troops  do  supply  them  with  the  above-mentioned  Rations, 
and  that  they  respectively  be  allowed  for  each  man  so  lo 
be  supplied,  per  day,  the  additional  sum  of  two  pence; 
and  that  the  said  Commissaries  be  allowed  for  the  same  in 
the  settlement  of  their  respective  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
to  William  Chew  the  sum  of  forty  pounds  and  eight  pence, 
Proclamation  money,  for  conveying  a  packet  from  the 
Continental  Congress  to  this  Board,  and  carrying  back  an- 
swers to  the  same ;  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  the  District  of  Salisbury,  be  required  to  meet 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  February  next,  for  the  despatch  of 
publick  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  Northern  Treasurer,  or  the  Pay- 
master of  Salisbury  District,  pay  Mr.  Waightstill  Avery 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  pounds  towards  defraying  his  ex- 
penses to  South- Carolina,  on  the  business  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That,  in  case  any  of  the  Continental  Troops 
should  be  stationed  in  either  of  the  Towns  in  this  Province, 
the  Committee  of  such  Town  is  hereby  empowered  and 
required  to  provide  for  them  suitable  Barracks  during  their 
stay  in  such  Town,  and  report  to  the  next  Congress  the 
time  such  Barracks  shall  have  been  occupied,  that  the 
Members  thereof  may  make  such  allowances  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Town 
and  County  Committees  in  this  Province  immediately  to 
furnish  the  Captains  of  each  Minute  and  Militia  Company, 
in  their  respective  Counties,  with  copies  of  the  Test 
signed  and  recommended  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress, 
and  present  the  same  to  the  men  under  their  command,  for 
their  approbation  ;  and  also  to  return  a  list  of  all  those 
who  neglect  or  refuse  signing  the  same,  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee, to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil at  their  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council  that  no 
person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  or  relief 
against  any  debtor,  as  directed  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
unless  such  person  or  persons  so  applying  shall,  at  least 
ten  days  previous  to  such  application,  have  subscribed  the 
Continental  Association  and  the  Test,  as  signed  and  re 
commended  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  held  at  Hills- 

oroug  .  Cornelius  Harnett,  President. 

By  order : 

James  Green.  Jr.,  Clerk. 


COLONEL  IIASBROi;CK  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Newburgh,  December  18,  1775. 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  Congress  to  the  Regiment 
under  my  command,  to  be  in  readiness  upon  any  proper 
alarm,  1  have  appointed  the  place  of  general  rendezvous 
to  be  at  Mr.  Martin  Wygani's,  in  Newburgh  Precinct. 

I  am,  with  due  obedience  to  the  honourable  Congress, 

sir,  your  humble  servant,  ,  ti 

' ^  '  Jonathan  Hasbrouck. 

To  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York. 


make  known  to  the  Corporation  and  citizens  of  New-York ; 
and  I  request  that  you  will  insert  it  in  the  publick  papers, 
to  the  end  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  may  have 
the  comfort  of  knowing  the  protection  that  is  afforded  to 
the  friends  of  order  and  good  government,  and  warned  to 
aAoid  a  continuation  of  measures  that  will  involve  the 
country  in  misery,  and  bring  destruction  upon  their  families 
and  on  their  own  heads. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Trton. 

To  Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Ntw 
York. 


k,   GOTERNOUR  TRYON  TO  THE  MAYOR  OF  NEW-YORK, 

Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  off  New-York, 
Docember  18,  1775. 

Sir:  I  lose  no  time  in  transmitting  to  you,  herewith,  a 
4etter  1  this  morning  received  from  Captain  Parker,  of  His 
Majesty's  ship  PAajJifx,  communicating  certain  instructions 
he  has  received  from  Admiral  Graves,  for  the  rule  of  his 
^conduct  Qp  this  station,  which  letter  you  will  forthwith 


CAPTAIN  PARKER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

Ship  Phoenix,  at  New-York,  December  18,  1775. 

Sir  :  Being  ordered  by  my  instructions  from  Vice- Ad- 
miral Groves,  Commander-in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  in  North- America,  publickly  to  signify  to  all 
towns  accessible  to  His  Majesty's  ships,  that  m  case  any 
violences  shall  hereafter  be  offered  to  any  of  the  officers 
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of  the  Crown,  or  oiher  peaceably  disposed  subjects  of  His 
Majesty;  or,  if  any  bodies  of  men  shall  be  raised  and  arm- 
ed in  the  said  towns,  or  any  military  works  erected,  other- 
wise than  by  order  of  His  Majesty,  or  those  acting  under 
his  authority;  or,  if  any  attempts  sliall  be  made  to  seize  or 
destroy  any  pubhck  magazine  of  arms,  ammunition,  or 
stores,  in  all  or  either  of  those  cases,  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
treat  the  said  town  as  in  open  rebellion  against  the  King. 

I  am  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
let  the  above  instructions  be  publickly  made  known  in  the 
town  of  New- York.  At  the  same  time,  you  will  assure 
them  that  1  shall  be  hap|)y  in  granting  the  town  every  pro- 
tection in  the  power  of  His  Majesty's  ships  under  my  com- 
mand.    I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 


highest  consequence.  The  enemy  are  expending  the  am- 
munition most  liberally,  and  I  fear  the  Canadians  will  not 
relish  a  union  with  the  Colonies  till  they  see  the  whole 
country  in  our  hands,  and  defended  by  such  a  force  as  may 
relieve  them  from  the  apprehensions  of  again  falling  under 
the  Ministerial  lash.  Were  it  not  for  these  reasons,  I 
should  have  been  inclined  to  a  blockade  till  towards  the 
first  of  April,  by  which  time  the  garrison  would  probably 
be  much  distressed  for  provisions  and  wood. 

With  anxious  wishes  for  the  recovery  of  your  health, 
and  best  respects  to  your  family  if  you  be  returned  home,  I 
am,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  affectionate  and  obliged  hum- 


ble servant. 


Richard  Montgomery. 


servant. 

To  His  Excellency  Governour  Tryon. 


H.  Parker.         To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


SAMUEL  STEVENS  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Charlestown,  Cumberland  County,  N.  Y., 
December  18, 1775. 


\ 

Sir:  I  am  requested  by  some  of  the  people  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  to  acquaint  you,  as  Secretary  of 
the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  that  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  County  are  desirous  that  the 
Congress  do  not  make  out  commissions  to  any  person  or 
persons  in  either  of  the  regiments  of  militia  in  that  County, 
until  a  candid  representation  be  made  of  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  respect  to  the  several  nominations  and  appoint- 
ments made  by  their  County  Congress  and  Committee  of 
Safety,  except  it  be  to  those  persons  who  were  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  several  towns  in  June  last,  by  order  of  the 
County  Congress  when  upwards  of  forty  members  were 
present.  They  recommended  that  the  County  be  formed 
into  two  regiments  of  militia,  for  which  purpose,  order  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  in  each  regiment 
meet,  and  make  choice  of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and 
one  ensign,  in  each  town ;  that  the  said  officers  should 
afterwards  meet  and  make  choice  of  proper  persons  for 
field-officers  of  each  regiment,  which  was  accordingly  done ; 
and  the  people  in  general  are  as  well  satisfied  as  the  nature 
of  such  a  proceeding  will  admit  of.  1  suppose  there  may 
be  a  few  disaffected  persons,  who  expected  to  have  been 
chosen  to  office.  The  persons  made  choice  of  in  the  lower 
regiment  for  field-officers  were,  viz :  James  Rogers,  Colo- 
nel ;  Eleazer  Patiison,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and  one  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  Major.  Upper  regiment:  Simon  Stevens,  of 
Springfield,  Colonel ;  Joseph  Marsh,  of  Hartford,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  and  Benjamin  Wait,  of  Windsor,  Major. 
A  return  of  the  proceeding  was  delivered  to  Major  Wil- 
liam Williams,  and  by  him  to  be  delivered  to  the  Congress 
at  New-  York,  that  the  commissions  may  accordingly  issue, 
if  the  choice  were  approved  of  by  the  Congress.  1  under- 
stand that  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  said  Congress 
met  some  time  in  September,  and  made  a  new  choice  of 
field-officers,  and  left  out  the  most  of  those  chosen  first; 
at  which  time  they  made  choice  of  a  standing  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  then  dissolved  themselves  as  a  Congress. 

1  am  informed,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  said  Committee 
of  Safety,  about  three  weeks  ago,  consisting  of  fourteen 
members,  amongst  otiier  things,  nominated  another  set  of 
gentlemen  to  be  field-officers  of  the  militia  and  minute- 
regiment  ;  so  that  if  they  are  all  commissioned,  above  one- 
third  of  the  men  in  the  County  will  be  officers.  The  two 
last  choices  have  created  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the 
County.     I  intend  shortly  to  pay  you  a  visit. 

1  am,  sir,  in  haste,  your  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Stevens. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters,  December  18,  1775. 

My  dear  General:  1  have  been  near  a  fortnight  be- 
fore Quetecfc,  at  the  head  of  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
men  ;  a  force  you  will  say  not  very  adequate  to  the  business 
in  hand,  but  we  must  make  the  best  of  it.  It  is  all  I  could 
get.  I  have  been  so  used  to  struggle  with  difficulties,  that 
I  expect  them  of  course. 

1  hope  the  troops  will  be  sent  down  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
should  we  fail  in  our  first  attempt,  a  second  or  a  third  may 
do  the  business  before  relief  can  arrive  to  the  garrison. 
Possession  of  the   town,  and  that  speedily,  1  hold  of  the 


general  WOOSTER  to  general  SCHUYLER.      •* 

Head-Quarters,  Montreal,  December  18,  1775. 

Dear  General  :  General  Montgomery  informs  me  that 
you  desired  me  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  number  of 
men  that  I  discharged  between  Albany  and  Ticonderoga. 
Therefore  I  would  inform  you  that  I  did  not  discharge  any 
men,  but  only  gave  them  a  furlough — and  that  to  the  Con- 
necticut troops  only — to  pass  to  New-England,  as  the 
term  of  their  inlistments  were  not  expired,  and  I  imagined 
they  might  be  very  serviceable  there  ;  and  as  the  Captains 
are  Paymasters  to  their  own  companies,  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  they  are  all  returned 
home,  and  without  doubt  have  settled  their  pay-rolls  with 
the  Comtnittee  of  the  Pay-Table  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  enforce  General  Montgomery's 
request,  for  the  Paymaster  or  money  to  be  sent  forward, 
or  we  shall  be  overwhelmed  with  mutiny  and  disorder. 

I  am,  dear  General,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

rp    o           I   e  ;      ?  David  Wooster. 

lo  General  iicnuyler.         

governour  cooke  to  the  president  of  congress.  ,| 

Providence,  December  18,  1775.  ■ 

Sir  :  I  am  favoured  with  your  Honour's  letter  enclosing 
the  resolutions  of  the  Congress  relating  to  the  Continental 
army,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  every  assistance  in 
my  power  shall  be  given  to  re-establish  it.  The  militia  of 
the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  and  New-Hamp- 
shire have  cheerfully  supplied  greater  numbers  of  men 
than  were  required  of  them  for  the  defence  of  the  lines, 
and  1  think  it  probable  that  three-quarters  of  the  old  sol- 
diers yfflW  reinlist  before  the  militia  are  discharged. 

I  gave  orders  some  time  ago  for  the  delivery  of  Mr. 
Smith's  trunk  to  Mr.  Simon  Pease,  and  am  informed  by 
him  that  he  shipped  it  to  Philadelphia  by  Capt.  Anthony, 
who  sailed  about  eleven  or  twelve  days  ago. 

This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Messrs.  Penet  and 
Pliarne,  who  arrived  here  about  ten  days  ago  from  Cape- 
Frangois,  in  a  vessel  sent  by  the  Colony  for  powder ;  they 
were  well  recommended  to  us,  and  I  gave  them  a  letter  to 
General  Washington,  who  hath  prevailed  upon  them  to 
lay  their  proposals  before  the  Congress.  I  hope  their  visit 
to  North-America  will  be  an  introduction  to  such  measures 
as  may  be  attended  with  happy  consequences  to  the  United 
Colonies. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 

^^^  ^'^"^"*'  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Cambridge,  December  18,  1775. 
Sir:  We  have  just  been  informed  of  a  circumstance 
which,  were  it  not  so  well  authenticated,  I  should  scarcely 
think  credible.  It  is,  that  Colonel  Allen,  who  (with  his 
small  party)  was  defeated  and  taken  prisoner  near  Mon- 
treal, has  been  treated  without  regard  to  decency,  huma- 
nity, or  the  rules  of  war;  that  he  has  been  thrown  into 
irons,  and  suffers  all  the  hardships  inflicted  upon  common 
felons.  I  think  it  my  duty,  sir,  to  demand,  and  do  expect 
from  you  an  eclaircissement  on  this  subject ;  at  the  same 
time,  1  flatter  niyself,  from  the  character  which  Mr.  Howe 
bears,  as  a  man  of  honour,  gentleman,  and  soldier,  that  my 
demand  will  meet  with  his  approbation.     I  must  take  the 
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liberty,  also,  of  inrorming  you,  that  I  shall  consider  your 
silence  as  a  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  report,  and  fur- 
ther assuring  you,  that  whatever  treatment  Colonel  Allen 
receives,  whatever  fate  he  undergoes,  such  exactly  shall  be 
the  treatment  and  fate  of  Brigadier  Prescott,  now  in  our 
•hands.  The  law  of  retaliation  is  not  only  justifiable  in  the 
eyes  of  God  and  man,  but  absolutely  a  duty  which,  in  our 
present  circumstances,  we  owe  to  our  relatives,  friends,  and 
fellow-citizens.  Permit  me  to  add,  sir,  that  we  have  all 
here  the  highest  regard  and  reverence  for  your  great  per- 
sonal qualities  and  attainments,  and  that  the  Americans  in 
general  esteem  it  not  as  the  least  of  their  misfortunes,  that 
the  name  of  Howe — a  name  so  dear  to  them,  should  appear 
at  the  head  of  the  catalogue  of  the  instruments  employed 
by  a  wicked  Ministry  for  their  destruction. 

With  due  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

m    /-.  in  George  Washington. 

Id  General  Howe. 

P.  S.  If  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  taken  on  each  side  in 
this  unnatural  contest,  is  agreeable  to  General  Howe,  he 
will  please  to  signify  as  much  to  his  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  W. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  December  18,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favours,  the  first  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
and  the  two  last  of  the  9th  instant,  with  their  enclosures,  I 
received.  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  your  being  better,  and 
heartily  wish  that  you  may  soon  be  perfectly  recovered 
from  your  indisposition. 

I  should  have  been  very  glad  if  Mr.  Carleton  had  not 
made  his  escape.  I  trust,  ere  long,  he  will  be  in  our 
hands,  as  I  think  we  shall  get  possession  of  (^uebeck,  from 
whence  he  will  not  easily  get  away,  i  am  much  con- 
cerned for  Mr.  Allen,  and  that  he  should  be  treated  with 
such  severity.  I  beg  that  you  will  have  the  matter  and 
manner  of  his  treatment  strictly  inquired  into,  and  trans- 
mit me  an  account  of  the  same;  and  whether  General 
Prescott  was  active  and  instrumental  in  occasioning  it. 
From  your  letter,  and  General  Montgomery's  to  you,  I  am 
led  to  think  he  was.  If  so,  he  is  deserving  of  our  particular 
notice,  and  should  experience  some  marks  of  our  resent- 
ment for  his  cruelty  to  these  gentlemen,  and  his  violation 
of  the  rights  of  humanity.  As  some  of  the  prisoners  have 
attempted  to  escape,  1  doubt  not  of  your  giving  necessary 
orders  that  they  may  be  prevented.  It  is  a  matter  that 
should  be  attended  to. 

In  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Doctor  WhcelocTc,  of  Dart- 
mouth College,  of  the  second  instant,  I  had  the  following 
intelligence : 

"  That  the  day  before,  two  soldiers  returning  from  Montre- 
al, informed  him  that  our  officers  were  assured  by  a  French- 
man (a  Captain  of  the  artillery  whom  they  had  taken  cap- 
tive) that  Major  Rogers  was  second  in  command  under 
General  Carleton,  and  that  he  had  been  in  an  Indian  habit 
through  our  encampment  at  St.  John's;  and  had  given  a 
plan  of  them  to  the  Generals,  and  supposed  that  he  made 
his  escape  with  the  Indians  that  were  at  St.  John's." 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  this  report  examined  into, 
and  acquaint  me  as  to  the  authenticity  or  probability  of  the 
truth  of  it.  If  any  circumstances  can  be  discovered  to  in- 
duce a  belief  that  he  was  there,  he  should  be  apprehended. 
He  is  now  in  this  Government. 

The  Congress  have  sent  me  several  accounts  against  the 
rifle  companies,  Dne  of  which  is  against  Captain  Morgan, 
which  I  enclose  you,  and  desire  that  it  may  be  transmitted 
to  Colonel  Arnold,  who  will  have  proper  steps  taken  for 
the  payment  of  it,  as  Captain  Morgan  is  with  him. 

I  flatter  myself  that  your  next  favour  will  give  me  an 
account  of  General  Montgomery's  joining  Colonel  Arnold, 
and  that  Quebeck  is,  or  soon  will  be,  reduced  to  our  pos- 
session. Should  our  arms  be  crowned  with  much  success, 
to  me  it  appears  that  Administration  will  be  much  embar- 
rassed, and  stand  in  a  very  disagreeable  predicament. 

I  am,  &c.. 


better  than  it  has  been.  Recruits  come  in  out  of  the  coun- 
try plentifully,  and  the  soldiers  in  the  army  becin  to  show 
a  better  disposition,  and  to  recruit  cheerfully. 

Your  observation  is  exceedingly  just.  This  is  no  time 
for  disgusting  the  soldiery,  when  their  aid  is  so  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  the 
liberties  of  America.  His  Excellency  is  a  great  and  good 
man  ;  I  feel  the  highest  degree  of  respect  for  him.  I  wish  him 
immortal  honour,  1  think  myself  happy  in  an  opportunity 
to  serve  under  so  good  a  General.  My  happiness  will  be 
still  greater  if  fortune  gives  me  an  opportunity  in  some  sig- 
nal instance  to  contribute  to  his  glory  and  my  country's 
good. 

But  his  Excellency,  as  you  observe,  has  not  had  time 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  this  people  ; 
they  are  naturally  as  brave  and  spirited  as  the  peasantry  of 
any  other  country,  but  you  cannot  expect  veterans  of  a 
raw  militia  from  only  a  few  months'"  service.  The  common 
people  are  exceedingly  avaricious ;  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple is  commercial,  from  their  long  intercourse  with  trade. 
The  sentiment  of  honour,  the  true  characteristick  of  a  sol- 
dier, has  not  yet  got  the  better  of  interest.  His  Excellency 
has  been  taught  to  believe  the  people  here  a  superior  race 
of  mortals;  and  finding  them  of  the  same  temper  and  dis- 
positions, passions  and  prejudices,  virtues  and  vices  of  the 
common  people  of  other  Governments,  they  sink  in  his 
esteem.  The  country  round  here  set  no  bounds  to  their 
demand  for  hay,  wood,  and  teaming.  It  has  given  his  Excel- 
lency a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  that  they  should  take  this 
opportunity  to  extort  from  the  necessities  of  the  army  such 
enormous  prices.  The  General  has  often  expressed  to  trie 
his  uneasiness  about  the  expenses ;  they  so  far  exceed  the 
expectations  of  Congress.  He  is  afraid  they  will  sink  un- 
der the  weight  of  such  charges.  Economy  is  undoubtedly 
essential  in  this  dispute ;  there  should  be  no  wanton  waste 
of  publick  property;  but  if  you  starve  the  cause,  you  pro- 
tract the  dispute. 

If  the  Congress  wish  to  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  this 
war,  they  must  exert  their  whole  force  at  once — give  eve- 
ry measure  an  air  of  decision.  I  pray  God  we  may  not 
lose  the  critical  moment.  Human  aifairs  are  ever  like  the 
tide,  constantly  on  the  ebb  and  flow.  Our  preparations  in 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  Colonies  ought  to  be  so  great  as 
to  leave  no  room  to  doubt  our  intentions  to  support  the 
cause  and  obtain  our  conditions.  This  will  draw  in  the 
weak  and  wavering,  and  give  such  a  turn  to  the  minds  of 
people,  that  small  shocks  shall  not  be  seriously  felt  in  the 
general  plan  of  operations.  Your  proclamation,  in  answer, 
to  that  of  the  King's  of  August  last,  is  glorious,  is  noble; 
was  it  unanimous,  or  only  the  voice  of  a  small  majority  ? 
The  papers  announce  to  you  the  much  greater  part  of  the 
military  operations  here. 

From  the  best  accounts  we  can  get  out  of  Boston,  they 
are  prodigiously  distressed.  It  begins  to  be  very  sickly  ; 
the  scurvy  discovers  itself;  the  small-pox  prevails;  and 
General  Howe  is  inoculating  all  the  soldiery  who  have 
never  had  it.  I  think  they  cannot  hold  out  the  winter 
through,  though  we  were  to  leave  them  unmolested,  which 
God  grant  we  may  not. 

It  is  reported  that  Quebeclc  is  taken.  General  Mont- 
gomery and  Colonel  Arnold  will  acquire  immortal  honour. 
Oh,  that  we  had  plenty  of  powder ;  I  should  then  hope  to 
see  something  done  here  for  the  honour  of  America. 

Our  barracks  are  almost  completed.  Blankets  and 
clothing  will  be  very  much  wanted,  notwithstanding  your 
supply  from  Congress.  The  Connecticut  troops  are  gone 
home  ;  the  militia  from  this  Province  and  New-Hampshire 
are  come  in  to  take  their  places.  Upon  this  occasion,  tliey 
have  discovered  a  zeal  that  does  them  the  highest  honour. 
New-Hampshire  behaves  nobly. 


To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


George  Washington. 


general  GREENE  TO  HENRY  WARD. 

Prospect-Hill,  December  18,  1775. 

The  army  is  filling  up  slowly;  I  think  the  prospect  is 


LAND  BOUNTY  TO  HIGHLAND  EMIGRANTS. 

Head.Qtiarters,  Boston,  December  18,  1775. 

The  bearer  hereof,  Duncan  McArthur,  having  volunta- 
rily engaged  to  serve  His  Majesty  in  the  Royal  Regiment 
of  i/t§-A/«nrf  Emigrants,  (raised  and  established  for  the  just 
and  loyal  purpose  of  opposing,  quelling,  and  suppressing 
the  present  most  unnatural,  unprovoked,  and  wanton  re- 
bellion,) conformable  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  his 
Excellency  the  Commander-in-chief,  and  agreeable  to  His 
Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions,  signified  by  the  Earl  of 
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Dartmouth,  (Secretary  of  State  for  America,)  "  that  such 
emigrants  from  North- Britain,  as  well  as  other  loyal  sub- 
jects, that  should  engage  to  serve  in  the  before-mentioned 
corps,  should  be  considered  in  the  most  favourable  light ; 
and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present  unhappy  civil  war, 
(to  which  period  only  they  are  obliged  to  serve,)  be  enti- 
tled to  a  proportion  of  two  hundred  acres  vacant  (or  forfeit- 
ed) lands  for  every  man  or  head  of  a  family,  together  with 
fifty  acres  more  in  addition  for  every  person  the  family  may 
consist  of;  the  whole  to  be  granted  and  patented  without 
any  expense  to  the  said  grantees.  And,  moreover,  to  be 
free  of  any  quit-rent  to  the  Crown  for  twenty  years."  I 
do  therefore,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander-in-chief,  certify  and  declare,  that 
the  said  Duncan  McArthur  is,  at  the  expiration  of  the  pre- 
sent troubles,  (and  when  peace,  order,  and  due  obedience 
to  the  laws  are  re-established  in  the  British  Colonies  on 
the  Continent  and  Islands  of  North-America,)  to  be  at 
liberty,  and  entitled  to  a  final  discharge  from  said  regiment 
and  from  his  Majesty's  military  service ;  and  likewise  to 
receive  as  a  just  reward  for  his  spirited  loyalty  the  before- 
mentioned  grant  of  lands,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  and 
directions  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  issue  for  that 
purpose. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  time  and  place,  as  first 
above  mentioned. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

Murdoch  Maclean,  Capt.  R.  H.  Emigrants. 
To  Major  John  Small. 


who  had  inlisted  three  hundred  slaves  and  convicts,  but 
was  defeated  and  obliged  to  fly  to  Lord  Dunmore;  who 
advised  him  to  go  to  Boston,  and  recommended  him  to 
General  Howe  for  a  commission. 

The  prisoners,  with  all  the  letters  and  papers,  (some  of 
which  are  of  great  consequence,)  are  just  gone  off  to  Head- 
quarters. 


I 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CAMBRIDGE,  DATED  DECEM- 
BER 18, 1775. 

Yesterday  being  dark  and  cloudy.  General  Putnam  broke 
ground,  with  four  hundred  men,  on  Lechmere's  Point,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  mist  was  so  great  as  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  discovering  what  he  was  about, 
until  twelve,  when  it  cleared  up,  and  opened  to  their  view 
our  whole  party  at  the  point,  and  another  at  the  causeway, 
throwing  a  new  bridge  over  the  creek  that  forms  the  Island 
at  high  water.  The  Scarborough  ship-of-vvar,  v/hich  lay 
off  the  point,  immediately  poured  in  upon  our  men  a  broad- 
side. The  enemy,  from  JBoston,  threw  many  shells,  and 
obliged  us  to  decamp  from  the  point,  with  two  men  badly 
wounded.  The  bridge,  however,  was  ordered  to  be  raised 
by  the  brave  old  General,  and  was  completed  last  night. 
The  garrison  of  Cobble-Hill  were  ordered  to  return  the 
ship's  fire ;  which  they  did,  and  soon  obliged  her  to  heave 
tight  upon  her  springs,  and  to  cease  firing.  But  the  battery 
in  New-Boston  kept  up  the  fire  of  shells  till  twelve  o'clock 
last  night.  Our  party  at  the  point  renewed  their  work  in 
the  evening,  and  continued  it  all  night.  This  morning,  at 
day-light,  by  a  signal  of  two  rockets  from  Boston,  the  Scar- 
borough weighed  anchor,  and  has  left  the  point  clear.  She 
is  now  anchored  at  Charlestown  ferry,  out  of  harm's  way. 
The  work  at  the  point  is  well  secured,  and  will  be  comple- 
ted this  night. 

The  Scarborough's  flight  is  a  proof  of  the  enemy's  weak- 
ness, and  of  the  strength  of  our  two  last  posts,  Cobble-Hill 
and  Lechmere's  Point. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  BEVERLY,  DATED  DECEMBER 
18, 1775. 

You  no  doubt  have  heard  of  Captain  Manly,  who  goes 
in  a  privateer  out  of  this  harbour;  because  his  name  is 
famous,  and  as  many  towns  contend  for  the  honour  of  his 
birth  as  they  did  for  that  of  Homer's.  Captain  Manly  has 
brought  into  this  harbour  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  two 
large  brigs,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons  each,  laden 
with  military  stores  and  provisions,  and  two  ships,  of  three 
hundred  tons  each,  laden  with  English  goods,  porter,  live 
hogs,  &.C.,  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling 
the  whole.  A  sloop  is  just  brought  in  here  from  Virginia, 
laden  with  corn,  oats,  potatoes,  &,c.  The  Captain  was  a 
midshipman  belonging  to  the  Otter  sloop-of-war  there  ;  she 
was  bound  to  Boston,  and  has  been  out  fourteen  days.  Of 
the  people  on  board  is  a  member  of  their  Provincial  Con- 
gress, two  other  persons  of  note,  whom  Lord  Dunmore  had 
taken  prisoners,  and  ordered  to  Boston  to  be  tried,  it  is 
supposed,  for  their  lives.   There  is  likewise  a  tory  Colonel, 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  30,  1775.] 

Cambridge,  December  18,  1775.    : 

Sir:  Captain  Manly,  of  the  Lee,  armed  schooner,  took 
and  sent  into  Beverly  the  sloop  Betsy,  A,  Atkinson  mas- 
ter. She  is  an  armed  vessel,  despatched  by  Lord  Dun- 
more, with  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  oats,  for  the  army  in 
Boston.  The  packets  of  letters  found  on  board  I  have  the 
honour  to  send  you  with  this,  by  Captain  James  Chambers, 
they  being  of  so  much  importance  that  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  prudent  to  trust  them  by  a  common  express. 
As  Lord  Dunmore's  schemes  are  fully  laid  open  in  these 
letters,  I  need  not  point  out  to  the  Congress  the  necessity 
there  is  of  a  vigorous  exertion  being  adopted  by  them,  to 
dispossess  his  Lordship  of  the  strong  hold  he  has  got  in  Vir-. 
ginia.  I  do  not  mean  to  dictate,  but  I  am  sure  they  will 
pardon  me  for  giving  them,  freely,  my  opinion,  which  is, 
that  the  fate  of  America  a  good  deal  depends  on  his  being 
obhged  to  evacuate  Norfolk  this  winter,  or  not.  I  have 
Kirkland  well  secured,  and  think  I  will  send  him  to  you 
for  examination.  By  most  of  the  letters  relative  to  him, 
he  is  a  dangerous  fellow.  John  Stuart's  letters  and  papers 
are  of  a  very  interesting  nature.  Governour  Tonyn's,  and 
many  other  letters  from  Augustine,  show  the  weakness  of 
the  place,  at  the  same  time  of  what  vast  consequence  it 
would  be  for  us  to  possesss  ourselves  of  it,  and  the  great 
quantity  of  ammunition  contained  in  the  forts.  Indeed, 
these  papers  are  of  so  great  consequence  that  I  think  this 
but  little  inferior  to  any  prize  our  famous  ManZy  has  taken. 

We  now  work  at  our  ease  on  Lechmere's  Hill.  On  dis- 
covering our  party  there  yesterday  morning,  the  ship  which 
lay  opposite  began  a  cannonade,  to  which  Mount-Horam 
added  some  shells.  One  of  our  men  was  wounded.  We 
fired  a  few  shot  from  two  eighteen-pounders  which  are 
placed  on  Cobble-Hill,  and  soon  obliged  the  ship  to  shift 
her  station.  She  now  lies  in  the  ferry-way,  and,  except  a 
few  shells  from  the  Mount  in  Boston,  which  do  no  execu- 
tion, we  have  no  interruption  in  prosecuting  our  works, 
which  will  in  a  very  short  time  be  completed.  When  that 
is  done,  when  we  have  powder  to  sport  with,  I  think  if  the 
Congress  resolve  on  the  execution  of  the  proposal  made 
relative  to  the  town  o(  Boston,  it  can  be  done. 

I  have  sent  a  letter  in  this  day  to  General  Howe,  of 
which  a  copy  goes  herewith.  My  reason  for  pointing  out 
Brigadier-General  Prescott  as  the  object  who  is  to  suffer 
Mr.  Allen's  fate,  is,  that  by  letters  from  General  Schuyler, 
and  copies  of  letters  from  General  Montgomery  to  Schuy- 
ler, I  am  given  to  understand  that  Prescott  is  the  cause  of 
Allen's  sufferings.  I  thought  it  best  to  be  decisive  on  the 
occasion,  as  did  the  Generals  whom  I  consulted  thereon. 

The  return  for  men  inlisted,  since  my  last,  amount  to 
about  eighteen  hundred  ;  making  in  the  whole,  seven  thou- 
sand one  hundred.  The  militia  that  are  come  in,  both 
from  this  Province  and  New-Hampshire,  are  very  fine- 
looking  men,  and  go  through  their  duty  with  great  alacrity. 
The  despatch  made,  both  by  the  people  in  marching,  and 
by  the  legislative  powers  in  complying  with  my  requisition, 
has  given  me  infinite  satisfaction. 

Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  with  the  explanatory  re- 
solve respecting  my  calling  forth  the  militia  and  minute- 
men,  is  come  to  hand,  to  which  I  shall  pay  all  due  attention. 
You  have  removed  all  the  difficulties  which  I  laboured 
under  about  the  two  battalions  of  marines.  1  shall  obey 
the  orders  of  Congress  in  looking  out  for  proper  officers  to 
command  that  corps.  I  make  no  doubt  but  when  the 
money  arrives  to  pay  off  the  arrears,  and  the  month's  ad- 
vance, that  it  will  be  a  great  encouragement  for  the  men  to 
inlist. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  I  lately  received  from  Mr.  James 
Lovell.  His  case  is  truly  pitiable.  I  wish  some  mode 
could  be  fallen  upon  to  relieve  him  from  the  cruel  situation 
he  is  now  in.     I  am  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  ex- 
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changing  a  soldier  for  a  citizen  ;  but  there  is  something  so 
cruelly  distressing  in  regard  to  this  gentleman,  that  I  dare 
say  you  will  take  it  under  your  consideration. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 

''•^  ^'^'■''""''  George  Washington. 

Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

JAMES  LOVELL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Provost  Prison,  Boston,  November  19,  1775. 

May  it  please  voun  Excellency  :  1  wish  at  this  time 
to  waive  the  expression  of  my  veneration  of  your  charac- 
ter, in  a  still  lively  hope  that  Providence  will  bless  me 
with  the  opportunity  of  attempting  it  by  the  united  sincere 
language  of  my  eyes  and  lips,  though  even  that  must  prove 
inadequate.  Personally  a  stranger  to  you,  my  sufferings 
have  yet  affected  your  benevolent  mind,  and  your  exer- 
tions in  my  favour  have  made  so  deep  an  impression  upon 
my  grateful  heart  as  will  remain  till  the  period  of  my  latest 
breath. 

Your  Excellency  is  already  informed  that  the  powers  of 
the  military  government  established  in  this  town  have  been 
wantonly  and  cruelly  exercised  against  me,  from  the  29th 
of  June  last.  I  have  in  vain  repeatedly  solicited  to  be 
brought  to  some  kind  of  trial  for  my  pretended  crime.  In 
answer  to  a  petition  of  that  sort,  presented  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1  am  directed,  by  Captain  Balfour,  Aid-de-camp 
to  General  Howe,  to  seek  the  release  of  Colonel  Skene 
and  his  son,  as  the  sole  means  of  my  own  enlargement. 
This  proposition  appears  to  me  extremely  disgraceful  to  the 
party  from  which  it  comes,  and  a  compliance  with  it  would 
be  pregnant  with  dangerous  consequences  to  my  fellow-citi- 
zens. But  while  my  own  spirit  prompts  me  to  reject  it 
directly  with  the  keenest  disdain,  the  importunity  of  my 
distressed  wife,  and  the  advice  of  some  whom  1  esteem, 
have  checked  me  down  to  a  consent  to  give  your  Excel- 
lency this  information.  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in 
your  wisdom,  and  I  shall  be  perfectly  resigned  to  your  de- 
termination, whatever  it  may  be.  I  must  not,  however,  omit 
to  say,  that,  should  you  condescend  to  stigmatize  this  pro- 
ceeding of  my  enemies  by  letter,  the  correction  might 
work  some  change  in  favour  of  myself,  or  at  least  of  my 
family,  which  must,  1  think,  perish  through  want  of  fuel  and 
provision,  in  the  approaching  winter,  if  it  continues  to  be 
deprived  of  my  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  devoted 

friend  and  servant,  ■,  ^ 

'  James  Lovell. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

JAMES  LOVELL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston  Prison,  December  6,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  address  your  Excellency  upon  a  matter  greatly 
important  in  its  consequences  to  more  than  myself.  And 
though  I  am  personally  unknown  to  you,  I  shall  proceed 
without  any  other  ceremony,  than  just  to  beg  you  would 
not  attribute  my  abruptness  to  the  consideration  of  the 
channel  by  which  my  letter  will  be  conveyed,  but  to  my 
embarrassment  in  an  aim  to  express,  by  words,  my  real 
veneration  of  your  publick  character. 

Charged  with  being  a  "spy,  and  giving  intelligence  to  the 
Rebels,"  I  have  been  suffering  the  pains  and  indignities  of 
imprisonment,  from  the  29th  oi  June  last,  without  any  sort 
of  trial. 

Captain  Balfour,  Aid-de-camp  to  General  Howe,  some 
time  ago,  directed  Mrs.  Lovell  to  tell  me,  from  the 
Commander-in-chief,  that  I  must  obtain  the  exchange  of 
Colonel  Skene  and  his  son,  as  the  only  condition  of  my 
enlargement ;  and  I  have  waited  weeks  from  that,  in  a  vain 
hope  of  being  enabled  to  write  with  more  precision  to  your 
Excellency. 

I  have  no  argument,  but  of  a  private  nature,  to  make 
use  of  upon  this  occasion,  and  it  is  addressed  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's humanity,  which  I  am  well  satisfied  will  attend 
the  decisions  of  your  wisdom.  I  myself  am  reduced  to 
such  a  risk  of  life,  and  my  family  to  such  miseries,  by  my 
imprisonment,  as  to  make  both  the  objects  of  compassion 
to  all  who  are  not  learnedly  barbarous  and  cruel. 

1  am,  your  Excellency's  devoted  servant, 

James  Lovell. 
To  General  Washington. 


Intercepted  Lottors  transmittod   to  Congress  by  Gener  il  Washington, 
with  his  Letter  datfd  December  18,  1775. 

GOrERNOUR  TONYN  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  September  30,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  29th  April  last,  with  a  circumstantial  account  of 
the  unhappy  affair  that  happened  on  the  19th  .^^nV,  between 
His  Majesty's  troops  and  the  people  of  the  Province  under 
your  Excellency's  Government. 

Had  the  account  arrived  in  any  reasonable  time,  it  would 
have  prevented  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  and  uneasiness  here, 
but  30  many  things  have  happened  since,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  mankind,  that  one  is  actually  bewildered  in  the 
madness  of  the  times. 

Your  Excellency's  account  of  the  attack  on  the  heights 
of  Charlestoivn  will  probably  be  as  long  on  the  road  here 
as  the  last ;  but  I  hope  some  system  of  a  more  quick  com- 
munication will  soon  take  place.  1  must  confess  1  do  not 
think  that  has  been  sufficifently  attended  to ;  I  am  sure  it 
was  a  matter  of  more  importance  than  in  general  it  seenaed 
to  be  imagined. 

Wishing  your  Excellency  all  imaginable  success,  with  a 
share  of  good  health  and  spirits,  in  proportion  to  the  great 
fatigues  you  must  necessarily  undergo  and  the  most  arduous 
command  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  entrust  to  your 
Excellency's  conduct,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very 
great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 


ent and  most  humble  servant, 


Patrick  Tonyn. 


GOVERNOUR  TONYN  TO  ADMIRAL  GRAVES. 

St.  Augustine,  October  3,  1775. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  of  last  month  1  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  you ;  which  letter  is  now  on  board  the  transport, 
with  troops  for  Virginia,  and  this  will  go  by  the  same  op- 
portunity. 

Yesterday  the  St.  Lawrence,  schooner,  arrived  in  this 
harbour.  She  will  be  of  great  use  to  this  Province.  I  am 
very  thankful  to  you  for  this  mark  of  your  attention  to  His 
Majesty's  service  in  this  Province.  1  shall  endeavour  to 
make  the  service  here  as  agreeable  to  Captain  Graves  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 


humble  servant. 


Patrick  Tonyn. 


JOHN  STHART  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  September  30,  1775.    . 

Sir:  I  have  by  this  opportunity  written  to  your  Excel- 
lency, and  fully  communicated  what  1  know  of  Indian 
affairs.  I  have  not  as  yet  received  any  answer  to  my  let- 
ters and  messages,  sent  to  the  Indian  nations  by  expresses 
upon  my  first  arrival  here.  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling 
your  Excellency  with  this,  by  Colonel  Moses  Kirkland,  of 
the  South-Carolina  militia,  who,  for  his  attachment  to  Go- 
vernment, is  obliged  to  fly  ;  he  visits  your  Excellency  to 
communicate  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  back  parts  of  the 
Southern  Provinces,  where  he  is  well  acquainted  and  very 
popular.  I  know  him  to  be  an  enterprising,  active  man, 
and  may  possibly  be  useful  in  bringing  back  the  people  of 
Carolina  to  their  duty,  or  keeping  up  a  party  for  Govern- 
ment. Lord  William  Campbell  has  desired  me  to  furnish 
him  with  some  money  to  defray  his  expenses  ;  which  I  have 
done  accordingly,  and  have  given  him  a  small  bill  on  my 
agent  at  New-  York. 

I  most  cordially  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the 
signal  advantage  obtained  over  the  Rebels  by  the  troops 
under  your  command  at  Bunker's  Hill,  and  wish  it  may 
have  been  followed  by  such  further  success  as  may  facilitate 
the  restoration  of  publick  tranquillity,  upon  terms  glorious 
to  your  Excellency,  and  honourable  to  the  nation. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  truth,  sir,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Stuart. 

P.  S.  The  last  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving from  your  Excellency  is  dated  1 1th  o[  March. 

JOHN  STUART  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  October  3,  1775. 

Sir  :  Last  night  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Ex- 
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cellency's  letter  of  12th  September,  and  I  shall  pay  the 
strictest  attention  to  your  commands  contained  in  it;  no- 
thing in  my  power  shall  be  neglected  to  forward  the  inte- 
rests of  Government  and  your  Excellency's  views. 

Since  writing  my  last  letter,  by  Colonel  Kirkland,  I  have 
received,  by  the  way  of  Savannah,  a  copy  of  a  talk  from 
the  Cherokees,  to  Mr.  Cameron,  which  I  now  enclose.  It 
shows  their  disposition,  which  I  shall,  by  all  means,  culti- 
vate ;  for  which  purpose  my  brother  is  preparing  to  set  off 
for  the  Creek,  and  afterwards  for  the  CheroJcee  nation. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  it  will  no  longer  be  good  policy  to 
foment  the  difference  between  the  Ckoctaws  and  Creeks; 
for  while  they  continue  at  war  it  will  be  difficult  or  even 
impossible  to  get  the  Creeks  to  act  in  His  Majesty's  service, 
by  which  they  must  expose  their  women  and  children  to 
the  attacks  of  their  enemies.  I  shall  impatiently  wait  for 
your  Excellency's  ideas  upon  this  subject,  which  1  humbly 
submit.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  send  the  necessary  in- 
structions throughout  the  District. 

I  shall  immediately  take  steps  to  get  some  Indians  here, 
which  will  be  an  acquisition  to  this  place,  in  its  present 
weak  state;  and  I  have  been  for  some  time  past  using  all 
possible  means  of  supplying  myself  with  necessaries  for  en- 
gaging the /nrfforwi  firmly  in  His  Majesty's  interest,  lam 
apprehensive  I  shall  find  difiiculty  in  getting  a  supply  of 
provisions. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being,  with  the  utmost  respect,  sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Stu.^rt. 


JOHN    STUART    TO    GENERAL    GAGE. 

October  3,  1775. 

Sir:  Co\one\  Kirkland  will  acquaint  your  Excellency 
that  a  great  majority  of  the  frontier  and  back  inhabitants  of 
Carolina  are  attached  to  and  inclined  to  support  Govern- 
ment. In  such  circumstances  I  conceive  that  an  indiscrimi- 
nate attack  by  Indians  would  be  contrary  to  your  Excel- 
lency's idea,  and  might  do  much  harm  ;  but  I  shall  dispose 
them  to  join  in  executing  any  concerted  plan,  and  to  act 
with  and  assist  their  well-disposed  neighbours.  The  Al- 
latchaway  Indians  are  now  here ;  and  1  now  look  with 
impatience  for  answers  to  my  despatches  to  the  different 
nations,  which  I  have  reason  to  expect  every  hour. 

I  have  the  honour  of  being,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Stuart. 

john  stuart  to  major  small. 

St.  Augustine,  October  2,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  1  was  extremely  glad  to  learn,  by  our  old 
friend.  Captain  Barker,  of  the  16th,  who  arrived  here  yes- 
terday, that  you  was  well  when  he  left  Boston.  I  congra- 
tulate you  upon  a  very  narrow  escape,  where  so  many  fell. 
The  St.  Lawrence,  armed  schooner,  is  safe  moored  in  this 
harbour ;  she  sailed  in,  at  half  flood,  without  touching. 
This  I  mention  because  1  understand  that  it  was  apprehend- 
ed her  coming  in  would  be  attended  with  much  difficulty ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  was  not  one  thing  taken  out  of  her, 
and  she  did  not  want  the  assistance  of  a  boat.  1  have 
again  been  disappointed  in  a  supply  of  ammunition.  I  had 
twenty-five  hundred  pounds  of  powder  on  board  a  ship 
bound  from  London  to  Georgia;  about  fourteen  days  ago 
she  arrived,  and  the  Rebels  seized  her  powder,  as  they  had 
before  that  in  Captain  Maitland's  ship.  However,  I  bor- 
rowed from  the  ordnance  stores  about  four  thousand  pounds  ; 
which,  with  some  I  have  purchased,  will  be  a  su|)ply. 

This  will  be  delivered  by  an  unfortunate  gentleman 
named  Cameron,  who  has  been  obliged  to  leave  his  country 
on  account  of  an  affairof  honour,  in  which  his  antagonist  fell; 
he  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  volunteer,  and  begged  of  me 
to  mention  him  to  some  officer  in  the  army.  I  have,  there- 
fore, taken  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  upon  the  occasion, 
to  beg  your  good  offices,  so  far  as  you  can  with  convenien- 
cy;  and  you  must  blame  yourself  for  this,  for  if  you  had 
not  made  your  own  character  remarkable  by  benevolent  and 
good-natured  actions,  I  should  not  now  have  applied  to  you, 
as  I  do  with  hopes  of  being  pardoned  by  you  for  taking  a 
liberty  which  nothing  else  could  warrant.  I  have  no  parti- 
cular news  of  any  sort.  Our  communication  with  all  parts 
of  America  is  difficult,  and  dangerous  to  any  person  resi- 


ding in  any  of  the  disaffected  Colonies.     Our  Carolina 

neighbours  have  threatened  to  pay  us  a  visit ;  however,  I 

doubt  much  of  their  putting  their  threats  in  execution.  By 

the  detachments  sent  from  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  this 

garrison  is  much  weakened.     Before  the  arrival  of  the  St. 

Lawrence,  the  second  detachment  of  troops  to  Virginia 

embarked,  and  left  only  thirty-five  men  fit  for  duty.     I  shall 

bring  down  some  of  my  friends  to  stay  with  us  here  also. 

I  shall  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  find  provisions. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  success  and  safety  in  all  your 

enterprises ;  and  am,  with  sincere  regard,  dear  sir,  your 

most  obedient  humble  servant,  t  c 

'  John  stuart. 


DANIEL  CHAMIER,  JUN.,  TO  DANIEL  CHAMIER. 

St.  Augustine,  September  18,  1775. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  I  embraced  an  opportunity  some  time 
ago,  which  I  hope  has  proved  a  safe  one,  of  writing  to  you 
from  this  place,  so  shall  not  repeat  the  cause  of  changing 
my  situation. 

This  climate,  though  almost  constantly  refreshed  with 
sea-breezes,  is  still  very  hot,  and  subject  (especially  this 
year)  to  a  violent  and  dangerous  fever,  which  I,  among 
others,  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  afflicted  with.  It 
has  weakened  me  much ;  but  I  am  recovering  by  degrees. 
This  is  the  third  fever  I  have  had  in  these  hot  climates; 
and  what  is  worst  of  all,  they  render  me  the  more  incapa- 
ble of  returning  to  colder  ones. 

Another  detachment  is  now  ordered  from  this  garrison, 
which  may  shortly  be  the  cause  of  my  being  obliged  at 
last,  however  against  my  will,  to  retire  to  England.  Je 
crois  que  vous  eniendez  bien  ce  queje  voudrais  dire.  I  am 
now  at  the  end  of  the  continent,  and  no  possibility  of  a 
conveyance  to  the  West-Indies.  This  may,  however,  not 
be  the  case  hereafter,  if  by  exchange  or  otherwise  I  should 
be  entitled  to  seek  a  passage  there,  or  were  I  ever  fur- 
nished with  proper  credentials  for  my  abode  there,  which  I 
am  not.  I  beg  you  just  to  hint  this  to  your  brother,  to 
prepare  him  for  it,  although  nothing  but  absolute  necessity 
shall  induce  me  to  surprise  him  with  a  visit. 

It  is  very  hard  that  I  should  be  in  this  situation,  when 
we  had  such  strong  assurances  that  all  our  losses,  by  the 
removal  of  the  custom-house,  were  to  be  made  good.  By 
a  very  moderate  calculation  I  have  just  now  made,  on  the 
5th  day  of  January  next,  I  shall  have  at  least  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling  due  to  me,  exclusive  of  what  I  am  to  allow 
my  deputy,  but  of  which  sum  I  shall  not  dare  to  draw  for 
a  larger  portion  than  thirty  pounds,  being  now  to  pay  my 
deputy,  out  of  my  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds,  the  sum 
of  seventy  pounds  for  doing  nothing,  which  must  have  been 
the  case  for  a  long  time  past.  I  am  also  driven  from  those 
friends  in  Charlestown,  who  generously  advanced  me  what 
money  I  wanted,  though  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  without  re- 
.sources  here  until  1  can  hear  from  you. 

I  write  this  also  by  way  of  Virginia ;  and  should  the  re- 
mainder of  this  regiment  be  hereafter  ordered  away,  you 
will  of  course  know  of  it,  and  may  take  that  opportunity 
of  letting  me  hear  from  you,  which  I  am  very  anxious  to 
do  after  so  long  a  silence,  and  seeing  no  other  prospects, 
for  we  look  upon  the  Southern  Colonies  as  entirely  deserted 
by  the  Admiral,  which  has  been  of  infinite  prejudice  to 
His  Majesty's  service  in  many  respects. 

1  am  not  very  disagreeably  situated  in  this  place,  al- 
though I  have  been  more  obliged  to  some  friends,  on  my 
first  coming,  than  I  ought.  Nevertheless,  if  we  are  thus 
forsaken,  and  our  troops  drawn  away  from  us,  we  must, 
like  other  Provinces,  suffer  some  distress ;  and  this  alone 
may  oblige  me  to  leave  it  in  my  present  state  of  health. 
The  last  fevers  that  I  have  had,  and  a  somewhat  freer  way 
of  living  sometime  ago  in  Charlestown,  have  shown  me 
very  evidently,  that  I  have  a  strong  scorbutick  taint  in  my 
blood,  and  this  was  Doctor  Malys's  opinion,  which  your 
brother  was  so  kind  as  to  procure  for  me  two  years  ago, 
upon  a  state  of  my  case  drawn  up  by  myself;  and  though 
my  temperance  may  have  hitherto  repressed  any  violent 
symptoms,  yet  such  a  disposition  lurking  in  the  blood  may 
well  be  one  cause  of  retarding  my  cure,  and  I  have  lately 
made  such  alterations  in  my  diet  as  this  case  would  re- 
quire. Sure  I  am,  it  is  either  that,  or  a  worse  disorder, 
that  has  manifested  itself  lately,  but  I  think  the  symptoms 
too  mild  for  the  latter ;  and  yet,  considering  my  youth,  I 
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can  hardly  think  the  weakness  I  still  labour  under,  (and 
which  is,  indeed,  my  only  complaint,)  to  be  altogether  the 
consequence  of  my  Boston  illness. 

I  pray  my  love  to  Mrs.  Chamier,  when  you  see  her  or 
write  to  her,  and  believe  me  to  be  ever. 

Yours  most  affectionately, 

Daniel  Chamieb,  Jun. 

I  beg  you  to  make  inquiries  if  there  is  any  prospect  of 
being  paid  the  deficiency  of  my  income,  which  would  en- 
able me  at  once  to  remove  to  the  West-Indies,  for  I  am 
now  informed  a  vessel  has  been  long  expected  here  from 
Jamaica,  or  is  there  no  possibility  of  procuring  letters  of 
credit  to  that  Island,  or  any  other?  Mr.  Mills  is  at  Bar- 
hadoes,  and  is  well  known  to  our  gentlemen,  and  1  be- 
lieve still  acting  as  Collector  there,  besides  being  Surveyor- 
General.  Mr.  John  Stuart,  the  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs,  is  a  fugitive  here  also;  he  transacts  all  his  money 
matters  with  the  General,  and  might  be  of  service  to  me 
ID  this  case,  as  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  him,  and 
received  many  civilities  from  him.  However,  all  interest 
out  of  the  question,  pray  contrive  some  method  of  letting 
me  hear  from  you. 

The  bearer  of  this  is  a  Mr.  Cameron,  an  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Stuart's;  he  can  give  you  some  account  of  me. 
He  comes  to  Boston,  he  tells  me,  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health  ;  I  wish  I  could  do  the  same,  that  I  might  once  more 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 

MAJOR  FURLONG  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  October  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  send  your  Excel- 
lency the  returns  of  the  state  of  this  garrison  ;  at  the  same 
time  must  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  in  a 
letter  to  Captain  Cooper,  at  Boston,  the  9th  July ;  in  con- 
formity to  which  I  have  sent  Lord  Dunmore  a  detachment 
of  sixty  men,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Fordyce, 
which  was  designed  for  Sir  James  Wright,  but  not  de- 
manded. 

It  has  left  the  garrison  remarkably  weak,  at  a  season  when 
the  men  are  falling  sick  every  day,  and  great  apprehensions 
of  the  Georgians.  His  Lordship  required  the  whole  regi- 
ment ;  but  as  the  three  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  are  not 
yet  arrived  at  St.  Augustine,  I  could  not  evacute  the  gar- 
rison by  your  Excellency's  orders,  neither  would  the  Go- 
vernour  and  Council  hear  of  it  by  any  means,  few  as  we 
are ;  have  now  only  left  for  duty  about  forty  men.  Lord 
Dunmore  has  detained  the  officers  in  Virginia  that  were  in 
their  way  to  join  the  regiment,  though  they  are  much  want- 
ed here,  having  only  one  captain  and  three  subalterns.  The 
detachment  is  made  since  the  return  of  September  the  first. 
I  have  sent  his  Lordship,  upon  his  request,  provisions,  bed- 
ding, and  ammunition. 

The  enclosed  memorial  was  sent  to  me  by  Lieutenant 
Brown,  whom  I  strongly  recommend  to  your  Excellency's 
patronage,  with  regard  to  the  Adjutancy  of  the  Fourteenth 
Regiment ;  which  I  hope  he  will  obtain. 

1  must  also  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  contractors 
for  supplying  this  garrison  with  money  do  not  make  the 
usual  remittance,  either  from  England  or  New-  York,  and 
Mr.  White,  of  New-  York,  has  wrote  M  r.  Alexander  (the 
agent  here)  that  he  must  not  expect  cash  from  him  as  usual, 
bills  of  exchange  not  passing. 

Captain  Leslie,  who  went  with  the  first  detachment  from 
this  to  Virginia,  writes  that  no  money  is  to  be  had  there 
for  bills. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  12th  of  September,  {hy 
His  Majesty's  armed  schooner  the  St.  Lawrence,)  for  the 
non-commissioned  officers  of  the  General's  and  Captain 
S^ffn^on'j!  companies,  to  be  sent  to  Boston.  As  I  had  just 
embarked  a  second  detachment  of  sixty  for  Lord  Dunmore, 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  sending  them  by  the  way  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  hope  they  will  arrive  safe.  The  said  schooner 
brought  me  twenty-three  recruits,  and  ammunition,  which 
was  much  wanted.  I  shall  incorporate  the  above  compa- 
nies into  the  battalion. 

Our  Surgeon's  Mate  is  in  Virginia.     And  I  have  the 

honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant,  ■,  r< 

'  Jonathan  t  urlong. 


LIEirrENAMT  BROWN  TO  GOVERNOUR  TONYV. 

St.  Augustine,  September  18,  1775. 

Sir:  The  peculiar  hardship  of  a  company  going  over 
my  head,  and  the  Adjutancy  given  to  another,  after  so  long 
a  series  of  service,  having  engaged  the  attention  of  your 
Excellency,  (desirous  of  knowing  the  particulars,)  1  do  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  memorial  given 
in  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  in  order  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Commander-in-chief. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Brown, 
Lieutenant,  Fourteenth  Regiment. 

To  His  Excellency  Patrick  Tonyn. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Gage,  Commander-in-chief  of 

His  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  ^c,  &fc. 

Memorial  of  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi' 

ment,  sheweth: 

That  in  the  year  1759  he  received  a  pair  of  colours  in 
the  Eighty-Fourth  Regiment,  and  was  in  the  East-Indies 
during  the  successful  campaigns  of  General  Coote,  on  the 
Coromandel  Coast.  That  he  received  his  lieutenancy  at 
the  siege  of  Pondicherry ;  was  in  the  Province  of  Bengal 
during  the  troubles  of  '62,  '63,  and  '64  ;  the  latter  end  of 
which  year  he  arrived  in  England,  and  was  put  upon  the 
establishment  as  a  reduced  Lieutenant.  That  he  ex- 
changed into  the  Fourteenth,  by  purchasing  the  difference, 
in  June,  1766.  That  he  embarked  from  Europe  with  the 
regiment  for  America,  and  has  never  been  absent  from  it 
since.  That  he  was  appointed  in  May,  1774,  to  act  as 
Adjutant.  That  his  attention  to  this  duty  prevented  hira 
from  requesting  leave  to  look  after  his  private  concerns; 
by  which  omission,  a  company  has  gone  over  his  head, 
though  he  is  neither  destitute  of  friends  nor  money.  That 
a  very  junior  officer  is  appointed  to  supersede  him  in  a  com- 
mission, which  he  has  been  doing  the  duty  of  fifteen  months 
and  upwards,  without  either  fee  or  reward. 

Your  memorialist,  therefore,  hopes  he  is  a  proper  object 
of  your  Excellency's  attention. 

William  Brown, 
Lieutenant,  Fourteenth  Regiment. 

St.  Augustine,  September  16,  1775. 

PATRICK  TONTN  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS  GAGE. 

St.  Augustine,  September  21,  1775.    . 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Brown's  distinguished  conduct  in  his 
duty  cannot  fail  to  draw  my  particular  notice  of  it.  He 
has  a  great  deal  of  worth  and  merit ;  besides  being  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  he  is  a  modest,  fine  gentleman. 

Some  singular,  unlucky  circumstances  have  combined  to 
make  his  case  and  advancement  in  his  profession  rather 
unfortunate.  When  such  disappointments  accompany  de- 
serving merit,  they  awaken  the  attention  of  every  one  to 
endeavour  to  give  assistance  to  remove  the  oppressive 
weight  of  them.  Therefore,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Lieutenant  Brown  in  the  warmest  manner  to  your  Excel- 
lency's favour  and  protection. 

Last  year,  sir,  I  took  the  liberty  to  address  your  Excel- 
lency in  favour  of  my  nephew,  Mr.  Levitt,  whose  inclina- 
tions lead  him  to  the  profession  of  a  soldier.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  should  the  army  under  your  Excellency  be  com- 
pelled to  act,  in  which  case,  consequences  that  are  una- 
voidable, would  of  course  bring  on  vacancies,  your  Excel- 
lency might  drop  a  thought  towards  the  recommendation 
of  an  old  acquaintance. 

I  must  beg  leave  of  your  Excellency  to  permit  me  to 
renew  my  solicitation  for  my  nephew,  Mr.  Levitt,  request- 
ing on  a  favourable  opportunity  that  your  Excellency  will 
appoint  him  an  ensign,  and  be  pleased  to  recommend  him 
for  His  Majesty's  approbation. 

It  most  certainly  is  not  necessary  to  make  professions  of 
my  warm  zeal  to  serve  your  Excellency  in  whatever  is  in 
my  power,  whether  in  a  private  or  publick  capacity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Patrick  Tonvn. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  General  Gage. 
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Monthly  Rttum  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  Province  of  East-Florida. 

Sr.  Augustine,  August  1,  1775. 


Total. 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


Commission. 


H 


Staff. 


o 


Effectives,  Rank  and  File. 


14  10  133 


15 


HI 


268 


Wanting  to 

complete  to  the 

allowance. 


122 


Alterations  since  last 
Return. 


ABSENT  OFFICERS. 


Rank  and  Names. 


Hon.  General  Keppel 

Lieut.  Colonel  Dairympie. 

Captain  Mason 

Captain  Stanton 

Captain   Cooper 

Captain  Urquhart 

Lieutenant  Smelt 

Lieutenant  Dalryniple 

Chaplain  Palmer 

Mate  Weir 

Ensign  Elliot 

Ensign  Boys 

Ensign  Ogle 

Ensign  Lindsey 


Since  what  lime. 


29tli  June,  1766. 
26lh  July,  1773. 
4th  Novem'r,  1773. 
11th  May,  1774. 
3d  May,  1774. 

5th  August,  1774. 
15th  January,  1774. 
26th  July,  1773. 
2d  September,  1774. 

17th  March,  1773. 
Not  yet  joined. 


By  whose  leave. 


His  Majesty's. 

Without  leave  ;  expired  25th  January,  1774. 

Ditto,         3d  February,    1774. 

Ditto,         10th  March,     1775. 

Ditto,         2d  November,  1774. 

Ditto,         4th  February,  1775. 

Ditto,  14th   July,        1774 

Ditto,         25th  January,  1774 

Ditto,  1st  March,        1775 

C  Gone  to  England  in  the  Hospital  ship  from 
/      St.  Vincent. 


Names  and  rank  of  Officers  on 
duty,  and  on  what  duty. 


Captain  Blackett, 
Captain  Leslie, 
Lieutenant  Batut, 
Lieutenant  Napier, 
Lieutenant  Leslie, 
Ensign  Woolls, 
Captain  Gifford, 
Lt.  &i  Adj't  Bruere, 
Liuetenant  Laurie, 
Ensign  Brown, 
Ensign  Haviland, 


Rev.  John  Forbes,  Act- 
ing Chaplain. 


Vacant  Officers,  and  by 
what  means. 


N.  B.    20  contingent 
men  not  included. 

5  Sergeants  on  com- 
mand. 

1  Drummer  on   com- 
mand. 

I  Sergeant  recruiting. 

1  Drummer     do. 


DISTRIBUTION. 


St 


A         ,■       S  F^'t  for  duty. 
Augustme,  <  ~-  ■  •' 


Sick 

On  command  in  the  Province 

On  command  at  Williamsburgh,  Va. 

Recruiting 

Absent  with  leave 

Absent  without  leave 

Not  yet  joined , 


Total. 


FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 


1     1 


11 


8   1 


10 


1  20  12268 


133 
15 
30 

81 
1 

8 


ROYAL  AR- 
TILLERY. 


JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 


Monthly  Return  of  the  Staff  of  (he  Garrison. 

St.  Augustine,  August  1,  1775. 
Commissary-General  of  Stores  and  Provisions,  -         -         -     Mr.  Thomas  Shridley,  absent,  officiating  by  deputy 

Fort  Adjutant  and  Barrackmaster, Mr.  Charles  Shirreff. 

Chaplain, Rev.  Ralph  Church,  John  Forbes  officiating. 

Surgeon,  Robert  Catherwood. 

C  David  Yeats. 
Mates,       ----.--..  )  Robert  Barry,  absent  with  leave. 

(  George  Kemp. 

JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv.  21 
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Monthly  Return  of  His  Majesty's  Forces,  in  the  Province  of  East-Florida. 

St.  Augustine,  Septemher  I,  1775. 


821 


TottL 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


Coininiasion. 


Staff. 


U. 


Effectivea,  Rank  and  Filo. 


Wanting  to 

complete  to  the 

allowance. 


1310  135    22 


101 


267 


Alterations  since  last 
return. 


123 


ABSENT  OFFICERS. 


Rank  and  Names. 


Hon.  Lieut.  Gen.  Keppel. 

Lieut.  Col.  Dalrympie 

Captain  Mason 

Captain  Stanton 

Captain  Cooper 

Captain  Urquhart 

Lieutenant  Dalryrapie 

Lieutenant  Smelt 

Chaplain  Palmer 

Mate  Weir 


Ensign  Elliot 

Ensign  Boys 

Ensign  Ogle 

Ensign  Lindsay. 


Since  what  time. 


29th  June, 
26th  July, 
4th  Novem'r, 
1 1th  May, 
3d  May, 
5th  August, 
26th  July, 
15th  January, 
2d  September, 

17th  March, 


1766. 
1773. 
1773, 
1774, 
1774, 
1774, 
1773, 
1774, 
1774, 

1773, 


Not  yet  joined. 


Names  and  Rank  of  Officers  on 
duty,  and  oa  what  duty. 


By  whose  leave. 


His  Majesty's. 

Without  leave  ;  expired  25th  January,  1774 
Ditto,  3d  February,  1774 

Ditto,  10th  March,    1775 

Ditto,  2d  November,  1774 

Ditto,  4th  February,  1775 

Ditto,  25lh  January,  1774. 

Ditto,  14th  July,        1774. 

Ditto,  1st  March,       1775 

(  Gone  to  England  in  the  Hospital  ship  fron 

\      St.  Vincent. 


Captain  Blackett, 
Captain  Leslie, 
Lieut.  Batut, 
Lieut.  Leslie, 
Ensign  Woolls, 
Captain  Giffbrd, 
Lt.  St  Adj't  Bruere, 
Lieut.  Laurie, 
Ensign  Brown, 
Ensign  Haviland, 


Rev.  John  Forbes, 
ing  Chaplain. 


Act- 


Vacant  Officers,  and  by 
what  means. 


N.  B.  20  contingent 
men  not  included 

5  Sergeants  on  com- 
mand. 

1  Sergeant  recruiting 

1  Sergeant  sick. 

1  Drummer  on  com- 
mand. 

1  Drummer  recruiting 


1. 


DISTRIBUTION. 


St.  Augustine,  ■ 


Fit  for  duty. 
Sick 


rt  .   S  At  Williamsburgh,Va 

Un  command,  ■<  t    .,     «      .     °  ' 

(  In  the  Provmce 

Recruiting 

Absent  with  leave 

.\bsent  witiiout  leave 

Not  yet  joined 


FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 


Total. 


II 


u 


20 


10 


12 


e 


135 

22 

81 

20 

1 

8 


267 


ROYAL  AR. 
TILLERY. 


JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 


Monthly  Return  of  the  Staff  of  the  Garrison. 

St.  Augustine,  September  1,  1775. 

Commissary-General  of  Stores  and  Provisions,  ...  Mr.  Thomas  Shirdley,  absent,  officiating  by  deputy 

Fort  Adjutant  and  Barrackmaster,  -----  Mr.  Charles  ShirrefF. 

Chaplain,  ----------  Rev.  Ralph  Church,  John  Forbes  officiating. 

Surgeon,    ----------.  Robert  Catherwood. 

(  David  Yeats. 

Mates,       -.-..---.,?  Robert  Barry,  absent  with  leave. 

(  George  Kemp. 

JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 
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Monthly  Return  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  the  Province  of  East-Flobida. 

St.  Augustine,  October  1,  1775. 


rotti. 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


Commission. 


U 


Staff. 


O 


<y 


11 


Effectives,  Rank  and  File. 


6    79 


19 


160 


267 


Wanting  to 

complete  to  tho 

allowance, 


123 


Alterations  since  last 
Return. 


ABSENT  OFFICERS. 


Rank  and  Names. 


Since  wliat  time. 


By  whose  leave. 


Names  and  Rank  of  Officers  on 
duty,  and  on  what  duty. 


Hon.  Lieut.  Gen.  Keppel.. 

Lieut.  Col.  Dalrymple 

Captain  Stanton 

Captain  Cooper 

Captain  Dalrymple 

Captain  Urquhart 

Lieutenant  Smelt 

Chaplain  Palmer 

Mate  Weir 


Ensign  Elliot 

Ensign  Boys 

Ensign  Ogle 

Ensign  Lindsey 

Ensign  Haesketh... 
Ensign  Mackewan. 
Ensign  Grant 


29th  June,  1766. 
26th  July,  1773, 
11th  May,  1774, 
3d  May,  1774, 

26th  July,  1773, 
5th  August,  1774, 
15th  January,  1774 
2d  September,  1774 

17th  March,    1773. 


Not  yet  joined. 


His  Majesty's. 

Without  leave;  expired  25th  January,  1774. 

Ditto,  10th  March,    1775. 

Ditto,  2d  November,  1774. 

Ditto,  25th  January,  1774. 

Ditto,  4th  February,  1775. 

Ditto,  14th  July,       1774. 

Ditto,  1st  March,       1775. 

5  Gone  to  England  in  the  Hospital  ship  from 
\      St.  Vincent. 


Captain  Blackett, 
Captain  Leslie, 
Captain  Fordyce, 
Lieut.  Batut, 
Lieut.  Napier, 
Lieut.  Wallace, 
Lieut.  Leslie, 
Ensign  Wools. 


O 

□ 

o 

o 

>  3 

3 
pi 

3 

a. 


Lieut,  and  Adj't.  Laurie 

absent  without  leave. 
Lieut.  Brown,  recruiting. 
Lieut.  Haviland,     do. 


Rev.  John  Forbes,  Act- 
ing Chaplain. 


Vacant  Officers,  and  by 
what  means. 


N.  B.  20  contingent 
men  not  included. 

17  Sergeants  on  com- 
mand. 

1  Sergeant  recruiting. 

1  Sergeant  sick. 

4  Drummers  on  com- 
mand. 

I  Drummer  recruiting. 

I  Drummer  sick. 


k 


DISTRIBUTION. 


c.   A         .■       S  Fit  for  duty 

St.Augustme,^g.  ,  ^ 

rv  J   i  At  Virginia 

On  command,  <T    .,     ?> 

'  (  In  the  rrovmce 

Recruiting 

Absent  with  leave 

Absent  without  leave 

Not  yet  joined 


Total. 


FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT. 


U 


20  12 


79 

19 

138 

22 

1 

8 


267 


ROYAL  AR. 
TRILLEY. 


JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 


Monthly  Return  of  the  Staff  of  the  Garrison. 

St.  Augustine,  October  1,  1775. 
Commissary-General  of  Stores  and  Provisions,  -----  Mr.  Thomas  Shirdley,  officiating  by  deputy. 

Fort  Adjutant  and  Barrackmaster, -  Mr.  Charles  Sliirreff. 

Chaplain,     -----------  Rev.  Ralph  Church,  John  Forbes  officiating. 

Surgeon,      -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -  Mr.  Robert  Calherwood. 

C    David  Yeats. 
Mates,         ..---.---_,?    Robert  Barry,  absent  with  leave. 

^    George  Kemp. 
JONATHAN  FURLONG,  Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 
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State  of  the  Fouriemih  Regiment  of  Infantry,  in  the 
Province  of  East-Florida,  St.  Augustine,  Sej)tem- 
ber  30,  1775. 


Cominis. 
sion  offic*B. 


V 


St.  Augustine,  fit  for  duty 

Do.  sick 

'Smyrnea 

Matiuizos ..  ..■ 

Cowford 

Look-out  House..::: 

^St.  John's 


Total . 


Non-com. 

mission    &■ 

privates. 


13 


21 


98 


Jonathan  Furlong, 

Major  Fourteenth  Regiment. 


LIEUTENANT  JOHN  GRAVES  TO  ADMIRAL  SAMUEL  GRAVES, 

AT  BOSTON. 

On  board  the  St.  Lawrence,  at  St.  Augustine,  \ 
October  3,  1775.      J 

Sir  :  1  send  you  this  by  Mr.  Lane,  master  of  the  Otter 
sloop,  who  is  carrying  some  iroops  to  Virginia. 

We  made  the  land  the  eleventh  day  after  our  sailing 
from  Nantasket,  and,  considering  that  neither  the  master  nor 
myself  was  ever  here  before,  there  could  not  be  any  better 
landfall,  as  we  were  steering  right  for  the  light-house  when 
we  made  the  shore  a  few  leagues  to  the  northward  of  the 
harbour.  We  got  a  pilot  oft'  that  evening,  but  did  not  get 
into  the  imrbour  until  two  next  day ;  and  very  lucky  for 
us  we  did,  as  there  came  on  a  blowing,  diriy  night  after 
we  got  in. 

The  bar  here  is  a  most  shocking  one  ;  but  eight  feet  at 
low  water,  and  twelve  at  high,  and  not  above  the  length  of 
twolarge  ships  across  from  breaker  to  breaker.  It  is  all  a 
white  flat  sand  here,  yet  the  different  kind  of  orange  trees 
are  loaded  with  fruit;  they  are  not  quite  ripe.  1  wish  I 
could  convey  some  of  them  to  you  just  as  they  are,  with 
their  fruit  on,  they  look  so  beautiful. 

I  cannot  help  complaining  of  my  midshipman  being  taken 
from  me  at  Boston,  as  Captain  Hartwell  had  no  right  to 
demand  him,  for  he  was  my  proper  one.  He  got  himself 
discharged  out  of  the  Boyne  into  this  schooner  by  choice, 
and  was  perfectly  satisfied  until  I  told  him  of  his  neglect 
of  duty  at  Annapolis- Royal,  when,  by  his  not  turning  out 
in  his  watch  at  four  in  the  morning,  I  lost  my  boatswain 
and  four  men;  and  at  such  a  time  as  that,  when  I  did  not 
know  when  I  should  fall  in  with  the  pirate  O'Brien,  it 
was  enough  to  vex  any  officer  that  had  any  regard  for  his 
character,  and  I  think  if  every  midshipman  is  indulged  to 
go  to  what  ship  they  please,  when  they  think  themselves 
aggrieved,  it  was  more  than  ever  1  could  do  when  I  was 
in   that  station. 

There  is  no  contractor  for  the  navy,  but  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  the  army  contractor.  There  is  fresh  beef  here  at 
three  pence  per  pound,  and  very  good.  Tlie  Governour 
as  well  as  myself  thinks  it  will  be  right  to  supply  the  peo- 
ple with  fresh  beef  in  the  harbour  to  preserve  the  salt,  as 
there  is  not  much  in  store,  if  the  butcher  will  take  bills  on 
the  victualling  officer,  the  Contractor  at  Boston. 

My  old  mainsail  and  foresail  is  giving  way  in  several 
places,  and  if  1  can  replace  them  here,  I  think  it  will  be 
best,  as  the  old  will  convert  into  hammocks,  that  the  peo- 
ple are  in  much  want  of,  and  I  could  not  get  any  at  Bos- 
ton; none  of  the  men  that  came  from  the  Preston  brouiht 
any  with  them. 

If  I  meet  with  your  approbation  in  what  I  do  for  the 
best,  1  am  happy. 

And  am,  dear  sir,  yours  most  sincerely, 

John  Graves. 
To  Admiral  Graves. 
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ALEXANDER  SKINNER  TO  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  GRANT. 
St,  Augustine,  September  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  a  detachment  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment, 
ordered  to  Virginia,  I  liave  tlie  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letters  of  2d  and 
23d  Mat/,  and  am  glad,  in  some  respects,  of  your  coming 
to  America,  as  by  that  means  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  you  again,  which  otherwise  I  hardly  ever  ex- 
pected. 

Things  are  going  on  tolerably  at  the  Villa,  were  it  not 
for  the  cursed  worms,  which  are  getting  worse  every  year. 
Though  this  season  has  been  more  favourable  than  several 
others  before  it,  yet,  on  account  of  these  destructive  in- 
sects, 1  do  not  imagine  we  shall  be  able  to  make  near  the 
quantity  of  indigo  we  did  last  year;  but  the  quality,  on 
an  average,  will  be  better.  The  first  cut  turned  out  well, 
amounting  to  about  two  thousand  weight;  but  the  worm 
has  laid  hold  of  our  second,  and  destroys  it  so  fast  that  lam 
afraid  it  will  be  impossible  to  save  much  of  it.  And,  to 
mend  the  matter,  my  time  is  so  much  taken  up  in  town  that 
I  can  never  get  liberty  to  stay  at  the  plantation  above  a 
week,  or  at  most  a  fortnight,  upon  a  stretch,  which  may 
rather  be  something  against  your  interest.  Sampson  is  a 
pretty  good  overseer,  and  Brumner  becomes  more  and 
more  attentive ;  yet  I  could  wish  to  be  more  upon  the  spot 
myself. 

The  Indian  business  is  become  a  perfect  plague  to  me, 
and  for  which  I  have  not  the  smallest  consideration,  so 
that  I  am  determined,  at  all  events,  to  shake  myself  clear 
of  it,  though  I  do  not  like  to  withhold  any  assistance  in  my 
power  to  give,  in  the  present  critical  situation  of  the  times 
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temher]  by  Captain  Fordyce,  who  is  not  yet  sailed.  The 
day  belore  yesterday  a  man-of-war  schooner  appeared  off; 
the  pilot  iuimediately  went  out  and  was  put  on  board ;  it 
blew  fiesb,  and  she  stood  off  and  on  the  remainder  of  the 
day  and  night.  Yesterday  she  came  in  with  the  flood- 
tide,  without  the  least  difficulty.  The  wind  being  to  the 
eastward,  you,  sir,  very  well  know,  throws  a  heavy  sea 
upon  our  bar,  but,  notwithstanding,  she  did  not  even  touch; 
and  Lieutenant  Graves,  who  commanded  her,  told  me  she 
then  drew  nine  feet  water.  Had  she  been  in  need  of  as- 
sistance, there  is  here  (belonging  to  Government)  a  six- 
teen-oared  launch,  a  decked  schooner  of  about  fourteen 
tons,  and  a  stout  open  boat,  which  would  have  been  ready 
to  have  lightened  her ;  but  for  vessels  of  that  burden  there 
is  no  such  need  wanting.  She  rides  safe  at  an  anchor  op- 
posite the  Chief  Justice's  door.  I  have  also  a  decked 
boat,  which  is  always  ready,  and  the  pilots  have  my  leave 
to  command  her  at  a  moment's  warning  for  the  publick  use ; 
and  you  may  be  assured  she  would  have  been  out  had  oc- 
casion been  necessary.  Indeed,  I  did  not  dream  that  such 
assistance  would  be  even  thought  of  for  vessels  of  that 
burden,  till  I  got  your  letter,  which  makes  me  imagine 
that  this  bar  is  held  to  the  northward  as  a  bugbear ;  it  was 
formerly  so,  only  by  the  jealousy  of  our  two  neighbouring 
Colonies,  for  fear  we  should  outdo  them  in  their  own  pro- 
duce of  rice  and  indigo.  I  hope  now  men-of-war's  men 
will  have  better  opinion  of  it;  in  truth,  it  is  done  great 
injustice  to.  The  Governour,  Lieutenant  Brown,  of  the 
Fourteenth,  and  myself,  not  above  two  months  ago, 
sounded  it  with  the  pilots ;  we  had  seven  feet  at  low  wa- 
ter, the  tide  runs  five,  which  gives  twelve  at  high.     The 


Stuart,  the  Superintendent,  has  taken   sanctuary     '^':  Laivrence  came  in  at  three-quarters  flood.     When  I 


here,  and  we  have  information  the  Carolinians  and  Geor- 
gians design  sending  an  armed  force  to  this  place  to  demand 
him,  and,  if  not  delivered  up,  to  commence  hostilities. 
But  I  am  in  hope  they  will  have  some  other  employment 
nearer  home,  before  it  is  long. 

October  5. 
Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  by  the  St.  Lawrence  schooner,  which 
came  very  well  over  the  bar,  without  being  in  the  least 
lightened,  as  our  bar  is  at  present  very  good.  Every  body 
here  is  extremely  glad  and  thankful  that  this  is  to  be  her 
station,  and  only  wish  she  had  come  a  little  sooner,  to  have 
prevented  one  hundred  and  odd  barrels  of  the  King's  pow- 
der being  taken  out  of  Lofthouse  by  a  Carolina  pirate, 
acting  under  the  orders  and  directions  of  your  old  acquaint- 
ance Colonel  Laurens.  The  garrison,  you  imagined,  were 
scarce  of  provisions ;  but  we  are  pretty  well  as  yet,  havinc 
about  four  hundred  barrels  of  pork  and  above  that  number 
of  barrels  of  flour,  after  sparing  a  supply  of  three  months' 
provisions  for  the  detachment  at  Virginia. 

I  have  been  a  week  at  the  plantation  since  I  wrote  you 
the  21st  ultimo,  making  indigo  fast,  but  this  four  days 
past  I  have  been  obliged  to  be  in  town  with  the  Allatcha- 
way  Indians,  with  whom  I  earnestly  wish  I  had  nothing  to 
do,  as  that  business  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  my  time,  and  of 
which  I  have  so  little  to  spare  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
"The  people  at  the  plantation  are  obliged  to  be  upon  foot 
night  and  day,'_in  order  to  save  as  much  of  the  indigo  from 
the  worms  as  possible,  and  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  them 
any  assistance  until  these  savages  are  gone  from  town. 

Lofthouse  is  loaded  with  lumber  at  St.  Mary's,  and  is 
expected  off  this  bar  in  a  few  days.  The  vessel  does  not 
come  into  the  harbour,  but  proceeds  directly  for  England. 
I  wish  I  could  send  what  indigo  is  cured  along  with  her, 
but  am  afraid,  in  the  hurry  of  our  cutting,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  get  it  ready.  However,  i  shall  do  every  thing  I 
can  for  the  best. 

1  shall  write  your  Excellency  by  Wallace,  who  will  sail 
m  about  eight  or  ten  days  hence  ;  at  present  I  take  leave 
of  you,  with  this  earnest  prayer,  that  God  may  preserve 
to  you  your  health  and  protect  you  from  your  enemies. 

I  am,  with  my  best  wishes,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most 
obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Skinner. 

FREDERICK  GEORGE  MIJLCASTER  TO  GENERAL  GRANT. 

St.  Augustine,  October  3,  1775. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  about  five  days  ago  [29th  Sep- 


write  to  you  I  am  confident  you  will  believe  me,  as  I  wish 
only  to  say  what  your  Excellency  may  assert,  in  favour  of 
a  Province  once  under  your  protection,  and  we  find  now 
you  have  still  at  heart.  The  St.  Lawrence's  log-book  will 
prove  this.  She  is  infinitely  necessary  here,  for  neither  pro- 
visions, correspondence,  or  any  thing  whatever  is  to  be 
obtained  at  this  place  without  such  assistance. 

The  Carolinians  are,  or,  I  should  rather  say,  have, 
fitted  out  three  vessels  in  order  to  attack  the  Tamar  at 
Charlestown,  which  is  the  reason  Thomborough  has  taken 
the  Cherokee  to  support  him,  for  they  were  to  be  ready 
in  two  days  after  our  last  accounts  from  them.  They  are 
also  fitting  out  a  stout  vessel  of  ten  guns,  to  give  Captain 
Lempriere,  (the  rascal  who  took  our  powder,)  for  his  gal- 
lant behaviour  off  this  bar ;  by  this  you  see  that  private 
cruisers  are  upon  this  coast  as  well  as  the  northern. 

The  guns  at  Fort  Johnston  were  thrown  over  the  para- 
pet by  the  Tamar's  people,  but  what  could  possess  them 
not  to  destroy  the  carriages  and  knock  off  a  trunnion  I 
cannot  conceive  ;  they  might  at  least  have  thought  of 
spiking  them,  but  Thomborough  is  old,  and  unfit  for  ser- 
vice. It  is  very  well  to  send  such  men  in  time  of  peace 
to  a  hot  country,  for  the  chance  of  a  vacancy ;  but  in  time 
of  rebellion,  surely  active  officers  should  be  employed. 

There  is  a  set  of  five  guns,  I  have  been  told,  at  Provi- 
dence, and,  if  my  intelligence  is  good,  (and  you  know  I 
have  not  in  general  any  bad,)  the  Carolinians  intend  soon 
to  have  them  ;  should  they  get  them,  it  will  not  reflect 
great  honour  upon  the  navy. 

The  troops  going  to  Virginia  can  certainly  be  of  no 
use,  but  you  are  mistaken  in  regard  to  Lord  Dunmore's 
sending  for  them  without  authority.  The  first  detachment 
of  Captain  Leslie  and  sixty  men  and  the  Providence 
company,  was  a  positive  order  from  General  Gage ;  the 
detachment  of  sixty  men  which  goes  now  was  also  a  posi- 
tive order  of  the  General's;  and  the  last  order  says  that, 
if  Lord  Dunmore  makes  a  requisition  of  the  rest  of  the 
regiment,  it  is  to  go  upon  the  arrival  of  the  three  compa- 
nies of  the  Sixteenth.  These  orders  I  have  seen,  and 
there  is,  at  this  hour  of  my  writing,  nothing  contradictory 
to  it,  so  that,  should  the  companies  arrive  to-morrow,  the 
regiment  must,  of  course,  embark,  in  consequence  of  those 
orders,  (Lord  Dunmore  having  made  the  requisition.) 
However,  as  the  companies  are  not  arrived,  the  order  has 
undoubtedly  miscarried ;  but  the  St.  Lawrence  has  brought 
a  duplicate  of  the  order  to  Governour  Tonyn,  who  is  to 
forward  it  to  West-Florida ;  but  there  is  no  contradiction 
in  regard  to  the  regiment.  This  last  article  is  hearsay, 
but  I  believe  I  am  right,  and  am  positively  certain  that 
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Furlong  has  no  orders  whatever  from  General  Gage  to 
contradict  his  former,  consequently  I  do  not  believe  that 
Tonyn  has;  and  if  he  had,  1  should  most  likely  have 
heard  it. 

A  provision  vessel  would  have  been  of  great  service  ; 
the  Pensacola  people  will  have  none,  but  for  their  pas- 
sage ;  and  although  the  troops  are  not  at  present  in  want, 
yet  the  inhabitants  begin  to  be  in  distress  for  flour.  And 
what  is  to  become  of  our  boasted  asylum,  if  there  is  no- 
thing to  eat  for  those  who  choose  to  come  among  us  ?  I 
hope  Tonyn  will  write  for  a  provision  vessel  by  this  occa- 
sion. I  have  desired  Moultrie  to  give  him  a  hint  of  it. 
Urquhart  writes  to  his  brother  officers  that  General  Grant 
lives  like  a  General.  He  tells  them  also  this  Province 
may  thank  you  for  the  St.  Lawrence;  by  the  by,  Tonyn 
wanted  to  make  believe  she  was  sent  in  consequence 
of  a  letter  from  himself.  If  your  Brigade-Major  is  as 
good  an  officer  as  the  generality  of  the  Fourteenth,  you 
are  happy  with  him ;  I  have  often  heard  him  spoken  well 
of  by  them.  Urquhart  writes  that  he  expects  the  Vir- 
ginia detachments  will  certainly  go  to  Boston,  as  they  can 
be  of  no  use  with  Lord  Dunmore,  and  that  the  regiment  will 
undoubtedly  remain  here.  Surely  there  is  some  strange 
jumble  and  mistake  of  orders  in  regard  to  these  people  ; 
but  observe,  that  what  I  have  already  said  in  regard  to  the 
orders  I  am  exceedingly  correct  in,  for,  I  repeat  to  you 
again,  I  saw  them. 

De  Brahm  is  on  board  the  Cherokee,  as  I  told  you  in 
my  last ;  he  has  with  him  a  nephew  of  his  own  name  and 
the  youngest  Row,  the  former  from  Germany.  Some  time 
before  Mrs.  De  Brahm  died,  when  in  England,  she  broke 
open  a  will  of  De  Brahm' s ;  the  contents  (to  her  astonish- 
ment) were  leaving  every  thing  he  possessed  in  the  world 
to  his  brother  in  Germany.  This  she  wrote  to  her  father, 
some  time  before  he  died  ;  she  had  sufficient  sway  with 
him  to  make  him  alter  it  in  her  favour,  but,  as  such  was  his 
feeling,  it  is  happy  for  the  poor  woman  she  died  first.  This 
circumstance  I  did  not  know  till  two  days  ago,  when  the 
person  told  me  had  it  from  old  Row.  I  did  not  expect 
even  my  children  would  get  any  thing  from  him,  except, 
possibly,  he  might  have  left  them  his  house  and  lands  after 
her  death  ;  but  that  he  should  leave  her  (who  had  only 
him  to  depend  upon)  destitute,  was  beyond  my  belief  al- 
most, but  it  seems  it  was  too  true. 

The  Government  takes  up  lately  a  great  deal  of  Skin- 
ner's time ;  he  is  not  able  to  visit  the  plantation  so  often 
as  necessary,  and  the  crop  will  not  be  the  better  for  it; 
Skinner  says  much  the  worse,  and  complains  of  the  pros- 
pect ;  however,  he  generally  grumbles  a  good  deal  till  he 
has  done  making,  therefore  I  do  not  expect  it  is  so  bad  as 
he  says  he  expects  ;  but  I  shall  see  the  plantation  before 
Wallace  sails,  and  will  be  more  particular  by  him.  The 
furniture  business  you  shall  then  hear  about,  but  at  present 
it  is  impossible  to  speak  to  a  man  absorbed  in  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  preparing  despatches,  &.C.,  although  he  did  not  re- 
ceive three  letters,  and  no  news ;  even  his  letters  from 
Donkin,  the  General's  Aid-de-camp,  (who  is  his  particu- 
lar friend,)  I  do  not  hear  gave  him  any  intelligence.  The 
furniture  is  an  arduous  undertaking;  the  valuation  is  highly 
necessary,  but,  for  i\\e  pecunia,  1  am  afraid  it  is  non  habet. 

Wallace  is  to  take  your  advice,  and  bring  oranges,  he. 
As  he  is  not  idle,  I  suppose  he  will  sail  soon  ;  at  present 
he  is  employed  in  carrying-  out  part  of  this  detachment  to 
the  snow,  which  could  not  come  in,  not  because  she  drew 
too  much  water,  but  because  her  transom  beam  was 
broke,  and  she  was  afraid  to  venture,  lest,  if  she  chanced 
to  touch,  she  should  go  to  pieces. 

It  is  now  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  therefore  I  shall  leave 
off  till  to-morrow,  when  I  shall  give  you  an  account  of  the 
situation  of  Charlestown.  I  have  finished  the  plan  of  the 
harbour,  and  the  town  I  shall  do  in  the  morning.  When 
it  is  done,  you  will  have  at  large  the  opinions  you  desired 
on  that  subject. 

October  4,  1775. 

Your  black  man  Alexander  was  with  me  this  instant  to 
inquire  after  your  health,  and  has  loaded  me  with  heaucoup 
de  complimens.  He  wishes  much  to  come  to  make  your 
bread,  for  he  says  he  gives  no  satisfaction  to  his  present 
master  and  mistress  ;  the  former  he  says  is  assez  ban,  but 
madam,  who  is  always  referred  to,  is  the  diable. 

The  parson  has  got  the  fever,  and  is  really  very  yellow. 


I  wish  he  could  go  to  the  northward  ;  but  if  he  did,  his 
Excellency  would  have  no  one  to  advise  with  ;  and,  should 
counsellors  grow  scarce,  he  would  not  know  who  to  ap- 
point. 

The  enclosed  plans  1  got  done  with  difficulty,  as  Kirk' 
land  was  hurrying  me,  from  whom  I  got  the  original.  I 
must  refer  you  to  him  for  many  particulars.  He  has  with 
him  the  last  new  survey  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  and 
he  can  explain  to  you  all  you  can  want  to  know  of  the  in- 
terior parts,  the  complexion  of  the  people,  the  prospect  of 
assistance,  &tc.  I  did  not  tell  him  what  I  wanted  his  draft 
for,  so  he  does  not  know  of  its  going  by  this  conveyance 
to  you.  I  have  made  some  remarks  upon  the  plans,  should 
they  be  for  attacking  the  town.  You  must  also  observe, 
that  the  buildings  upon  the  wharves  are  always  filled  with 
pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine.  Tiie  batteries  were  in  very  bad 
order,  but  I  have  heard  they  were  busy  preparing  to  mend 
them.  Fort  Johnston  is  exceedingly  out  of  repair,  but, 
were  it  otherwise,  the  shipping  can  go  to  the  northward  of 
the  Middle  Ground  without  danger,  as  nothing  but  ran- 
dom shot  could  hurt  them  ;  besides,  a  frigate  could  always 
cover  them.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  attack  the  south 
side  of  Broughton's  bastion  by  frigates,  that  d — d  Fort 
Johnston  must  then  be  silenced,  as  the  south  side  of  the 
Middle  Ground  will,  by  much,  be  the  most  convenient 
water  for  the  vessels  to  go  up  to  their  station.  Behind 
Shute's  Folly  transport  vessels  may  easily  pass  ;  so  Mr. 
Kirkland  tells  me,  which  would  be  a  pretty  safe  way  of 
getting  into  Cooper  river ;  and,  should  the  landing  in  the 
town  be  deemed  rash  or  improper,  they  may  proceed  higher 
up  that  river,  and  land  at  several  places  within  three,  four, 
five,  or  six  miles  of  the  town,  which  would  be  the  means 
of  forming  an  army  between  them  and  the  country,  save 
their  town,  (which  the  rascals  do  not  deserve,)  and  reduce 
them  to  compliance.  What  I  call  an  army  is  four  or  five 
battalions  ;  for  that,  with  their  harbour  blocked  up,  would 
effectually  do  their  business.  Their  work  at  the  town 
gate  is  out  of  repair,  and  not  thought  of,  their  chief  atten- 
tion being  towards  the  water ;  and,  even  with  their  utmost 
efforts  there,  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  resist  the  frigates. 
Besides,  their  batteries  are  en  barbet,  and  their  men  ex- 
posed. Their  harbour  is  deep  water  close  to  their  wharves, 
so  that  men-of-war  might  go  as  near  as  they  pleased  on 
that  side ;  and  in  Ashley  river  the  frigates  marked  d,  d, 
may  lay  much  nearer  than  the  letters  are  |)!aced,  for  the 
soundings  are  set  down  between  them  and  the  shore. 
These  people  undoubtedly  deserve  no  favour;  why  not 
employ  a  bomb  vessel  or  two  at  once;  they,  under  the 
cover  of  frigates,  would  completely  do  the  business ;  or, 
place  a  thirteen-inch  mortar  on  Shute's  Folly,  and  it  will 
be  of  infinite  service.  The  enclosed  plans  will  give  a  clear 
idea  of  the  situation  vessels  may  be  placed  in,  as  you  have 
the  shoals  and  soundings.  The  town  will  refresh  your 
memory  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  streets,  &ic.  The 
plans  will  also  guide  you  to  ask  Mr.  Kirkland  questions, 
which  he  can,  I  believe,  answer.  His  general  plan  will 
show  you  the  roads  and  the  situation  of  the  Catawbas,  with 
Colonel  Thompson's  regiment  of  Horse,  at  the  fork  where 
the  Congaree  and  Wateree  rivers  meet.  They  remain 
there,  not  to  move  till  wanted.  The  regiment  consists  of 
about  three  hundred  men,  and  live  about  those  parts  ;  they 
do  not  choose  much  to  come  to  Charlestown,  because  of 
ill  health  and  expense. 

I  wrote  in  my  last  (a  few  days  since)  something  con- 
cerning these  back-country  people,  of  their  wants  and  their 
inclinations  to  do  themselves  justice  or  to  join  the  King's 
troops.  I  also  mentioned  a  scheme  of  Savannah  river 
and  the  back-country  people  meeting.  The  man  Kirkland 
can  inforu)  you  well  on  all  these  articles,  and,  as  he  knows 
nothing  of  my  earnestness  to  acquaint  you,  or  your  having 
wishes  to  be  informed,  you  may  get  from  him  any  intelli- 
gence you  want.  If  Carolina  is  to  be  attacked,  he  will 
be  of  infinite  use  ;  but  this  you  will  discover  as  soon  as  you 
have  conversed  with  him.  I  give  this  letter  also  to  Cap- 
tain Fordyce,  and  if  Kirkland  goes  by  a  safe  conveyance 
from  Virginia,  he  is  to  deliver  tliem  to  his  care. 

John  Stuart  told  me  he  had,  by  this  opportunity,  some 
instructions  from  the  General  in  regard  to  the  Indians. 
Some  of  them  are  just  now  in  town;  and  he  told  ine  he  in- 
tended to  keep  about  forty  or  fifty  encamped  near  the  town 
for  the  winter,  and  he  would  make  up  to  them  in  presents 
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what  they  would  lose  by  their  winter's  hunt.  He  is  jealous 
of  Tonyn.  In  a  day  or  two,  I  dare  say,  I  shall  know  what 
he  intends  to  do  and  what  orders  he  has  got,  but  at  present 
he  has  not  opened.  His  wife  being  at  Charlestoivn  makes 
him,  I  fancy,  apprehensive  for  her  safely.  He  thinks  she 
would  be  massacred  should  he  bring  down  the  red  peojile ; 
he  wishes  her  away,  and  I  wish  so  too. 

Mr.  Chamier  I  was  already  acquainted  with.  I  told 
him  of  your  recommendation  of  him.  He  daily  receives 
instances  of  people's  hospitality  in  this  place,  and  your 
mentioning  him  will  not  lessen  it.  The  Barrackniaster 
Shirreff  1  cannot  say  so  much  for,  for  I  do  not  see  any 
one  who  likes  him,  not  from  being  a  bad  person,  but  from 
being  a  fool,  talking  nonsense,  a  blundering  forwardness, 
and,  although,  1  believe,  wishing  to  be  civil,  very  rude,  by 
all  accounts.  He  is  as  unlike  his  brother  at  Boston  as  two 
can  well  be.  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  him,  and 
1  am  only  pestered  by  his  continually  plaguing  me  to  come 
and  drink  tea  with  his  wife,  who  is  as  stiff  and  prim  as 
Mrs.  Catherwood.  However,  he  dines  with  me  to-mor- 
row, and  also  Chamier,  Lieutenant  Graves,  and  Captain 
Barker,  an  officer  o(  the  Sixteenth,  who  came  in  the 
schooner,  expecting  to  find  the  companies  here.  We 
heard,  a  few  days  since,  of  Barry's  death,  the  mate  of 
the  hospital  you  got  appointed  ;  he  died  at  sea  on  his  way 
to  England,  has  left  a  wife  and  child,  and  about  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  also  a  will,  which  gives  the  use  of  the  monej' 
to  the  wife  during  her  life  for  her  maintenance,  and  the 
education  of  his  son,  but  if  she  marries,  she  loses  all 
benefit  of  the  money,  and  it  is  then  to  go  to  the  child  upon 
its  coming  of  age,  which  is  when  it  arrives  at  twenty-four 
years  of  age.  One  would  think  it  was  five  thousand  a 
year  he  had  left,  from  the  pomposity  of  the  will.  How- 
ever, the  poor  woman,  who  had  five  hundred  when  he 
married  her,  has  got  by  the  marriage  a  child,  and  less 
money  than  she  had  before. 

The  bars  of  Nassau  and  St.  Mary's  have  been  sounded, 
both  of  them  by  Captain  Doren  and  Wallace.  S(.  Mary's 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last ;  Nassau  is  as  good  as  Ht. 
Augustine,  and  St.  John's  I  sounded  myself,  and  had  nine 
foot  at  low  water.  When  Wallace  reaches  you,  he  can, 
as  a  seaman,  give  the  General,  yourself,  or  the  Admiral,  a 
particular  account  of  them.  The  Georgians  talked  of 
visiting  us.  It  certainly  was  only  talk,  lor  there  would 
many  difficulties  intervene  to  stop  the  progress  of  a  flying 
Yankee  party.  But  suppose  it  had  been  so,  and  they  were 
capable  of  undertaking  schemes  of  that  sort,  the  armed 
schooner  is  at  once  a  safe  protection  for  this  Province; 
one  at  St.  Mary's  effectively  stops  the  inland  passage  by 
water,  and  another  at  St.  John's  would  prevent  their  passing 
that  river,  were  they  to  attempt  any  thing  by  land,  and 
that  would  be  attended  with  little  or  no  expense.  1  say  this, 
if  the  Georgians  or  Carolinians  had  spirit  to  make  an  at- 
tempt ;  but  the  truth  is  they  are  apprehensive  at  home. 
They  certainly  conjecture  that  it's  more  than  probable  an 
intention  may  be  to  arm  the  troops  to  the  southward  in  the 
winter.  However  your  caution  of  secrecy  will  be  carefully 
attended  to;  no  one  knows  of  it  but  Moultrie,  Stuart, 
and  myself.  Urquhart  says  engineers  are  scarce,  and  a 
number  of  officers  employed  to  assist.  Should  a  southern 
plan  take  place,  as  I  am  next  but  one  to  Montrcsor  on  the 
list,  and  of  the  same  rank  in  the  corps  and  army  as  he  is, 
the  General  not  being  able  to  spare  him,  might  probably 
be  glad  to  employ  me,  and  if  necessary,  have  the  power 
to  appoint  assistants  should  they  be  wanted.  Besides  I  am 
accustomed  to  the  sun,  and  could  escape  a  fever,  when  a 
healthy  northern  constitution  might  be  laid  up.  My  excur- 
sions and  lying  out  for  months  together  for  some  winters 
past,  makes  me  not  tender  or  fearful  of  a  wet  lodging,  or  a 
hungry  belly  ;  for  I  have  experienced  both.  But  this  I  en- 
tirely leave  to  your  consideration.  Indeed  Boston,  from  all 
accounts,  is  no  tempting  place  ;  but  should  you  think  it  right 
for  me  to  join  a  southern  expedition,  1  am  ready  at  an 
hour's  notice  ;  an  armed  schooner  to  come  off  a  day  before 
the  ships  sail,  would  be  here  time  enough  to  take  me  in, 
and  meet  you  before  you  reached  Charlestown  Bar,  and 
in  case  such  a  scheme  should  be  approved  of,  and  you 
like  it,  time  might  be  saved  by  the  schooner  hoisting  a 
yellow  flag  at  her  main  top-gallant  mast  head,  and  firing 
two  guns.  I  will  be  aboard  of  him,  if  the  wind  and  tide 
permit,  in  two  hours ;  therefore,  should  such  a  signal  ap- 


pear, I  shall  understand  it.  Captain  Fordyce  is  to  forward 
this  by  the  safest  opportunity ;  but  \{ Kirkland  goes  soonest, 
he  will  deliver  them.  I  need  not  hint  to  you  to  give  Kirk- 
land some  soup,  for  I  think  you  will  benefit  by  it.  I  have 
been  in  such  extreme  hurry,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
keep  a  copy  of  the  enclosed  plans  ;  pray  he  careful  of  them, 
should  I  not  be  able  to  procure  others;  and  for  fear  of  dis- 
covery, I  durst  not  trust  my  young  men  to  copy  them. 

Adieu,  and  may  you  succeed  in  every  thing,  is  the  earnest 
prayer  of  your  always  obliged  and  sincere  humble  servant, 
Frederick  George  Mulcaster. 

c.  shirreff  to  general  robertson. 

St.  Augustine.  October  2,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  only  time  just  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  by  Captain  Barker,  who  arrived  this  day, 
and  the  wind  not  being  fair,  has  detained  the  troops  now  on 
board  for  Virginia,  but  are  now  weighing  anchor,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  this  on  board.  1  have 
only  to  acquaint  you  I  have  already  wrote  to  you  by  a  Mr. 
Cameron,  and  shall  observe  the  contents  of  your  letter, 
and  settle  about  the  bills  as  you  desire,  and  the  very  first 
opportunity  write  you.  There  are  several  other  articles  I 
much  want  to  know  your  opinion  of,  so  that  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  my  first  letter,  and  the  one  now  on  board ;  for 
at  present  I  do  not  pretend  to  take  in  charge  any  vacant 
rooms,  as  the  commanding  officer  thinks  he  has  a  right  to 
occupy  them  as  he  pleases;  but  unless  something  is  very 
speedily  done  to  the  barracks,  they  will  be  down,  and  I  have 
frequently  spoke  to  the  engineer  on  this  head,  and  his  answer 
is,  he  has  no  orders  and  so  can't  act.  Candles  we  much 
want,  and  I  will  do  for  the  best  when  they  are  required, 
and  shall  endeavour  to  give  all  the  satisfaction  I  can  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty.  Being  in  a  hurry,  I  have  only  time 
to  add  that  Mrs.  Shirreff pms  with  me  in  compliments  to 
you,  and  kind  remembrance  to  all  friends. 

I  am,  wishing  you  all  success,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  ^   „ 

C  OHIRREFF. 

Brigadier-General  James  Robertson,  Barrackmaster-Gen- 
eral, 

P.  S.  In  your  letter  you  inform  me  the  Fourteenth  were 
paid  bed  money,  &c.,  to  the  last  of  June;  but  Mr.  Barton 
informs  me  if  you  will  look  at  his  accounts  last  sent,  you 
will  there  find  the  corps  are  only  paid  up  to  the  22d  of  April 
last.  As  I  shall  have  money  to  pay  here  at  times,  if  you 
thought  proper,  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  me  a  bill  to 
answer  any  demands,  as  no  one  here  will  take  bills  pay- 
able at  the  northward.  Troops  from  Pen«aco/a  not  arrived. 

GOVERNOUR  TONYN  TO  MAJOR  DONKIN. 

St.  Augustine,  October  2,  1775. 

Dear  Donkin  :  I  steal  a  moment  from  publick  despatches, 
to  thank  you  for  your  favour  of  the  12th  September.  The 
account  you  give  of  the  Rebel  intrenchments  does  not 
surprise  me ;  it  was  the  natural  consequence  of  our  post 
stationed  at  Boston.  They  only  followed  our  example. 
I  have,  however,  no  great  opinion  of  their  prowesf.  If  you 
could  get  fairly  to  an  onset  with  them,  your  army  would 
beat  five  times  their  number.  We  heard  of  a  letter  fallen 
into  your  hands  from  Lee  to  Washington,  advising  to  storm 
Boston,  to  make  two  places  the  object  of  attack,  in  the 
general  assault ;  that  Lee  assured  the  success,  with  the  loss 
of  ten  thousand  men.  Is  this  true?  Will  the  Yankees 
like  to  hear  ten  thousand  of  them  are  to  be  killed,  and 
take  Lee's  assurety  for  the  success  ?  which  at  best  is 
doubtful,  and  which,  I  am  sure  must  be  impossible,  with- 
out a  formal  siege,  and  a  breach  made,  or  I  can't  guess  at 
all  at  what  you  have  been  about. 

What  I  am  most  of  all  astonished  at,  is,  that  they  should 
have  cruisers  to  the  northward,  and  that  they  should  have 
any  success  with  our  powerful  fleet.  How  comes  this 
about?  They  have  had  cruisers  on  this  coast  too,  and  have 
had  some  success,  which  you  will  hear  from  your  General. 
Shirreff  and  Chamier,  from  your  recommendation  of  them, 
are  entitled  to  every  act  of  kindness. 

Some  happy  transactions,  are,  I  hope,  to  be  expected 
from  Gtiy  Johnson  and  General  Carleton.  Truly  it  is  high 
time  Great  Britain  should  rouse  from  her  slate  of  lan- 
guor. 
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I  wrote  to  you,  the  25th  of  last  month,  by  Virginia.  I 
shall  never  forget  the  names  of  my  very  old  friend  Rufane. 
If  it  was  in  my  power  to  make  you  a  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
I  would  enclose  you  the  commission.  Dear  Donkin  do 
not  distrust  my  friendship,  which  shall  always  be  ready 
and  willing  to  serve  you  on  every  opportunity. 

That  you  may  all  soon  triumph  over  these  lawless  in- 
fernal rebellious  villains,  are  the  constant  wishes  of,  dear 
Donkin,  yours  most  faithfully, 

Patrick  Tontn. 
Major  Donkin. 

SPENCER  MAN  TO  GENERAL  GRANT. 

St.  Augustine,  October  4,  1775. 

Sir:  It  was  with  much  pleasure  that  I  heard  by  the 
St.  Lawrence  armed  schooner  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Bos- 
ion,  and  that  you  were  in  good  health,  which  I  sincerely 
wish  may  long  continue,  and  hope  we  shall  have  the  plea- 
sure to  see  you  iu  this  country  before  you  return  home,  as 
I  flatter  myself  the  regard  you  have  shown  on  all  occa- 
sions to  the  welfare  of  this  Colony,  never  was  more  wanted 
to  be  exercised  than  at  present.  You  will,  I  doubt  not, 
be  informed  of  the  situation  of  our  politicks  by  more  able 
hands  than  mine,  and  shall  only  observe  that  our  political 
body  is  much  diseased,  and  I  know  no  doctor  who  could 
cure  it  so  well  as  you  ;  and  with  respect  to  settlement  we 
are  going  back  every  day,  and  I  believe  our  ruler  has 
neither  ability  to  point  out,  or  interest  to  procure  any  good 
to  us ;  in  a  word,  sir,  if  you  do  not  stir  a  little  for  us,  we 
shall  be  a  nonentity  very  soon.  I  hope,  therefore,  as  do 
many  of  your  friends  here,  that  you  will  pay  us  a  visit  be- 
fore you  return  to  England. 

Wishing  you  health,  success,  and  safety  in  your  present 
situation,  I  remain,  sir,  your  much  obliged  and  most  hum- 

^•«  ^«"^°^'  Spencer  Man. 

To  Brigadier-General  James  Grant. 


ALEXANDER  ROSS  TO  CAPTAIN  STANTON. 

St.  Augustine,  October  4,  1775. 

Dear  Stanton:  I  received  yours  by  favour  of  Captain 
Barker,  enclosing  a  bill  on  Messrs.  Cox  and  Mair  for 
£45  I5s.  sterling.  I  offered  Captain  Fordyce  the  twenty 
pounds  you  desired  me  to  pay  him,  but  he  would  not  ac- 
cept of  it;  have  therefore  given  the  agents  credit  on  your 
account  for  the  balance,  which  is  only  £19  Os.  lOJo?.,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  statement  adjoining,  which  you  may 
draw  on  them  for  when  you  think  proper,  viz : 

By  credit  to  Captain  Stanton  for  a  set  of  bills 

on  Messrs.  Cox  and  Mair  -----  £45  15     0 

By  credit  for  cash  received  from   Captain 

Barker,  at  4s.  8d.  to  the  dollar,    -     -     -       2     9     7 


48     4     7 
Captain  Stanton  debtor  on  account  for  bal- 
ance due  the  recruits,     ------    29    3     8J 


Balance  due  Captain  Stanton,  credited  the 

agents, £19     0  lOJ 


The  reason  of  there  being  a  difference,  is  owing  to  the 
dollar  passing  always  here  for  four  shillings  and  eight  pence, 
the  sterling  value  ;  so  that  whether  I  receive  money  for 
bills,  or  give  money  for  bills,  it  is  all  the  same. 

The  recruits  you  have  sent  are  all  good  looking  lads, 
but  we  would  have  been  better  pleased  to  have  had  you 
with  the  whole,  rather  than  a  part ;  it  appears  very  odd  to 
imagine  what  advantage  it  can  be  to  the  service  to  have 
our  regiment  so  much  divided,  when,  were  they  once  again 
properly  united,  they  surely  might  be  of  use. 

Captain  Fordyce  has  been  on  board  of  vessels  with  his 
company  and  a  detachment,  amounting  in  all  to  sixty  men, 
ready  to  sail  for  Virginia  the  first  fair  wind  ;  and  had 
three  companies  of  the  Sixteenth  arrived  fioiii  Fensacola, 
as  we  have  been  long  expecting,  the  whole  regiment  would 
sail  al  the  same  time.  We  have  been  in  anxious  expecta- 
tion of  hearing  of  great  feats  performed  since  the  17th  of 
.Tune,  from  your  quarter,  and  we  find  now  the  summer  far 
spent  without  any  thing  of  consequence  having  happened ; 


but  this  is  a  subject  too  tender  to  offer  free  sentiments 
upon. 

You  will  be  so  good,  as  often  as  you  can,  to  send  us  here 
accounts  of  so  very  interesting  matters  as  are  going  on  near 
you  ;  it  will  in  some  degree  alleviate  the  distress  of  being 
in  a  manner  out  of  the  world  in  this  place,  to  hear  now  and 
then  from  a  friend,  in  which  class  1  hope  to  be  included 
by  you. 

And  believe  me  to  be,  with  regard,  dear  Stanton,  yours 
sincerely,  Alexander  Ross. 

To  Captain  Staiiton. 

JOHN  MOULTRIE,  LIEDTENANT-GOVERNOUR  OF  EAST- 
FLORIDA,  TO  GENERAL  GRANT. 

St.  Augustine,  October  4,  1775. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  yours  by  the  St.  Lawrence.  By 
sending  her  you  have  done  your  old  Government  essential 
service  ;  we  wanted  such  a  vessel  very  much ;  she  appeared 
off  one  day,  and  came  over  the  bar  the  next  with  ease  and 
without  a  rub,  and  without  unlading  her  guns  or  provi- 
sion ;  our  bar  is  better  than  ever  I  knew  it. 

By  our  steady  attachment  to  our  mother  country,  we  are 
become  an  eye-sore  to  our  sister  Colonies ;  particularly  so 
to  our  foolish  young  sisters  Georgia  and  Carolina.  They 
threatened,  and  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
starve  us,  which  is  not  in  their  power  to  effect.  Their 
threats  were  of  service,  and  alarmed  the  people  here  at 
first,  but  I  told  them  I  was  glad  of  it ;  that  it  was  a  shame 
to  trust  our  existence  to  others,  and  give  them  our  money 
for  what  we  could  make  as  easily  as  they  could  ;  which 
they  now  find  to  be  true.  Almost  every  planter  has  made 
his  provision ;  many  a  great  deal  to  spare.  I  have  above 
eight  hundred  bushels  of  corn  to  spare  of  the  Bellavista 
crop  ;  a  fine  crop  of  rice  at  the  Musquetoe,  already  reaped, 
and  in  the  barn  yard ;  a  second  cutting  of  the  same  rice 
almost  ripe. 

I  am  surprised  to  find  you  and  the  army  in  the  state  yon 
have  been  in.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  move  to  advan- 
tage soon.  The  southern  people  are  madder  than  the 
northern,  though  I  believe  not  such  great  rogues  ;  they  have 
got  to  the  highest  pitch  of  raving  madness.  You  will 
have  heard  of  one  hundred  and  ten  barrels  of  our  powder 
taken  out  of  Lofthouse,  off  our  bar,  by  a  vessel  fitted  out 
of  Carolina,  with  an  order  from  Laurens  to  proceed  on 
that  business ;  which  order,  by  mistake,  and  through  con- 
fusion, the  pirate  Captain  left  behind  him,  and  is  now  in 
our  possession.  Laurens  loves  popularity ;  but  1  think  he 
does  not  sleep  many  hours  a  night,  and  may  perhaps 
dream.  You  know  the  man.  Our  neighbours  talk  of  vi- 
siting us  to  take  our  ordnance  stores  ;  but  this  1  look  upon 
as  mere  vapour,  and  that  they  will  not  feel  bold  enough  ; 
if  they  do,  well,  we  will  do  our  best  to  dress  them.  I  hope 
the  General  will  not  take  anymore  of  the  troops  from  this. 
I  think  he  has  already  weakened  us  too  much.  Consider 
the  fort  and  its  contents  ;  consider  what  our  neighbours  are 
willing  to  do ;  consider,  above  all,  that  this  is  now  the  best 
and  only  immediate  communication  between  Great  Britain 
and  our  red  brothers.  You  judged  right;  the  Rebels 
have  been  tampering  and  endeavouring  to  get  the  Indians 
with  them.  The  best  friends  of  Great  Britain  are  in  the 
back  parts  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia ;  if  the  Indians 
were  put  in  motion  these  would  suffer,  and  not  the  Rebels. 
But  this  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Moses  Kirk- 
land,  who  comes  express  to  General  Gage;  to  him  I  refer 
you ;  what  he  tells  you,  you  may  depend  on.  I  think  he 
may  be  made  a  most  powerful  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
Government  should  any  thing  he  done  this  way,  which  I 
think  ought  immediately  to  be  undertaken.  He  knows 
every  inch  of  Carolina,  every  road  and  by-road,  every 
creek  and  swamp,  every  person,  and  has  a  most  extensive 
influence ;  is  resolute,  active,  and  enterprising,  and  I  think 
ought  to  receive  the  greatest  encouragement.  He  has  not 
had  a  liberal  education,  but  possesses  clear,  strong,  and 
manly  sense,  and  I  think  him  entirely  to  be  depended  on, 

I  have  had  Mdcaster  with  me ;  he  will  send  you  some 
papers.  Some  others  shall  be  done  on  a  larger  scale. 
Kirkland  can  give  you  good  intelligence.  Wallace,  who 
acts  with  so  much  spirit  and  honour,  can  also  furnish  you 
with  rich  materials  on  that  head.  I  remember  he  was  very 
busy  when  there  in  sounding  and  surveying. 

1  lament,  as  you   may  imagine,  the  present  state  of 
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affairs,  and  the  situation  of  most  of  my  friends,  who  have 
been  worked  powerfully  on,  and  liave,  to  my  great  sorrow, 
taken  a  wrong  way.  1  need  not  say  any  thing  further  to 
you  on  the  stale  of  things  in  these  parts  of  the  world,  as 
Kirkland  will  be  better  than  a  very  long  letter.  1  hope 
soon  to  see  order  drawn  out  of  confusion,  and    peace  re- 


Hulton  of  this,  as  he  has  a  great  regard  for  the  gentleman 
of  whom  I  speak.  I  beg  you  also  to  present  my  compli- 
ments to  him  and  his  lady. 

Octobor  3. 
As  the  transport  with  the  troops  luckily  cannot  sail  to- 
day, I  have  set  my  friends  to  work  to  make  you  a  keg  of 


stored;  that  good  men  may  escape,  but  that  every  rogue     shrub,  which  I  will  risk  by  Mr.  Cameron,  although  1  have 
and  vile  tool,  and  every  wilful  and   violent  opposer  and     some  fear  whether  he  can  accomplish  it ;  if  he  does  you 

will  be  much  obliged  to  him,  as  I  suppose  he  will  find  it  diffi- 
cult enough  to  carry  himself  there,  but  the  loss  will  not  be 
great,  and  its  safety  I  hope  will  prove  very  beneficial  to 
you. 

My  worthy  friend,  Mr.  Penman,  is  one  of  the  two  emi- 
nent merchants  in  this  place.  I  became  acquainted  with 
him  in  Charlcslown  some  time  ago,  and  I  have  been  under 
great  obligation  to  him  since  my  arrival  here,  indeed  for 
every  accommodation,  as  there  are  no  lodging  houses  here. 
1  laid  a  copy  of  your  scheme  before  him,  and  I  now  enclose 
you  a  very  encouraging  answer  from  him,  which  I  hope 
and  expect  will  induce  you  to  put  it  immediately  into  exe- 
cution, as  the  fruit  will  soon  be  in  its  full  state  of  maturi- 
ty. Address  your  vessel  immediately  to  Mr.  (James)  Pen- 
man, and  resume  your  former  style  and  character,  and  I 
warrant  he  will  do  you  justice.  I  know  him  to  be  a  man 
of  honour,  and  he  is  also  well  known  to  Mr.  Hulton. 
Write  upon  the  subject  immediately,  if  you  cannot  send 
your  vessel  at  once,  that  the  fruit  may  be  gathered  and  pre- 


oppressor  may  meet  with  their  full  and  just  reward 

Pray,  dear  friend,  adieu.     I  am,  most  affectionately  and 
sincerely,  yours,  Moultkie. 

Mrs.  Moultrie  begs  her  best  respects  to  you.     We  are 
happy  and  well.     If  you  see  Wallace,  pray  my  compli- 
ments ;  I  think  and  hear  of  him  with  pleasure. 
To  Briaadier-General  Grant. 


DANIEL  CHAMIER,  JUN.,  TO  DANIEL    CHAMIEB. 

St.  Augustine,  October  3,  1775. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  I  had  written  you  a  long  letter  by  Mr. 
Cameron,  who  was  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Boston, 
from  Virginia,  to  which  place  another  detacliment  of  the 
regiment  here  is  now  destined,  and  ready  to  sail.  I  shall 
not  recall  that  letter,  notwithstanding  the  receipt  of  yours 
has  rendered  a  great  part  of  it  unnecessary,  as  the  rest  of  it 
still  stands  good. 


I  made  my  retreat  from  Charlestown  in  good  time,  for     pared  at  the  proper  season 


which  my  friends  have  since  complimented  nie  on  my  saga 
city,  having,  it  seems,  been  in  more  danger  than  they  had 
imagined,  although  it  was  at  their  repeated  informations  that 
1  determined  at  last  to  retire.  Such  an  unjust  persecution  as 
that  of  mine  is  hardly  to  be  paralleled,  as  they  had  not  the 
shadow  of  a  charge  to  bring  against  me.  My  worthy  friend, 
Captain  Innes,  (Lord  William's  Secretary,)  who  arrived  a 
few  months  before  his  Lordship,  and  with  whom  I  had 
formed  the  strongest  intimacy,  bein^  acquainted  with  the 


I  will  now,  if  i  have  time,  answer  every  other  paragraph 
of  your  letter. 

I  have  already  been  very  kindly  treated  by  the  Govern- 
our  and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  here.  The  recommend- 
ations you  have  procured  me  will  insure  me  in  future  all 
the  respect  and  favour  1  could  wish  for.  I  beg  you  to 
express  to  General  Grant  and  Major  Donkin  the  high 
sense  I  have  of  tiieir  kindness.  The  fruit  here  is  not  yet 
ripe,  nor  is  it  probable,  from  what  I  have  said  above,  that 


Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  made  gny  quantity  could  make  its  way  good  from  Virginia.     I 

my  case  known  to  him,  and  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  re-  heartily  wish  your  shrub  itself  may  meet  with  that  good 

ceive  a  message  from  him,  assuring  me  that  he  himself  was  fortune. 

fully  satisfied  of  my  innocence,  and   that  he  would  take         \  depend  greatly  on  your  intercession  with  your  brother, 

care  that  I  should  have  full   liberty  to  remain   in  Charles-  There  can  be  no  vacancy  in  Carolina  but  from  the  death 

toim,  or  go  to  what  part  o(  America  or  Europe  I  thought  or  removal  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  Comptroller.     He  is  old, 


proper ;  and,  understanding  that  my  first  design  was  to  go 
to  England,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Captain  on  board 
whose  ship  I  was,  removing  all  difficulties  that  lay  in  my 
way.  Upon  this  information  I  immediately  altered  my 
route,  and  wrote  as  polite  a  letter  as  I  could  dictate  to 
Mr.  Laurens,  for  1  was  much  touched  with  such  generous 
behaviour  from  a  stranger,  (for  he  was  but  just  returned 
here  from  England,)  when  many  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
town  (as  they  call  themselves)  with  whom  I  had  been  ac- 
quainted, were  for  cutting  my  throat.  1  am  glad  Harcomb 
lias  escaped ;  he  has  the  true  spirit  of  loyalty  of  an  old 
English  soldier. 

1  shall  not  attempt  to  express  the  feeling  I  have  for  the 
generous  supply  which  you  have  sent  me;  it  is  fully  sufficient 
for  the  present,  and  1  hope  for  some  time  to  come,  as  my 
friends  in  Charlestown  are  not  likely  to  call  upon  me  until 
it  be  perfectly  convenient.     I  am  much  distressed  for  them. 


and  willing  to  retire,  but  he  is  also  hearty;  and  a  resigna- 
tion, your  brother  says,  is  not  to  be  effected  in  my  favour. 
Besides,  I  am  astonished  that  your  brother  should  still  talk 
of  an  office  in  Charlestown,  when  the  proprietors  of  them 
do  not  think  them  at  present  worth  a  farthing ;  and  when 
I  know  such  true  and  alarming  accounts  of  the  state  of  that 
Province  have  been  so  long  ago  transmitted  to  the  Min- 
istry. 

1  note  well  what  you  say  concerning  the  scurvy.  You 
will  find  by  my  first  letter,  which  was  written  and  sealed  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  yours,  that  my  own  opinion  corresponds 
with  yours ;  but  my  great  temperance  and  regularity  had 
long  concealed  that  from  my  own  knowledge  which  my 
poor  father's  unhappy  course  of  life  rendered  but  too  appa- 
rent to  every  one.  1  Batter  myself  that  I  already  feel  some 
benefit  from  my  change  of  diet,  and  shall  persist  in  this 
new  regimen,  but  am  afraid  I  shall  soon  be  without  a  prin- 


They  are  all  now  disarmed,  and  confined  to  the  limits  of  cipal  article  in  it,  which  is  Madeira  wine.     If  you  could 

the  town,  for  having  refused  to  sign  a  treasonable  associa-  spare  me  ever  so  small  a  quantity,  it  would  be   as  accept- 

tion.  able  as  the  shrub  to  you,  and  full  as  necessary  for  me,  as 

But  my  noble  friend   Innes,  although  long  out  of  the  I  drink  no  other  liquor,  the  mixture  of  it  with  water  being 

army,  refused  to  deliver  his  arms,  and  told  the  Committee,  as  strong  an  acid  as  will  agree  with  me,  and  a  few  glasses 

"that  he  had  the  honour  of  bearing  five  commissions  under  prove  an  excellent  and  palatable  restorative  and  strength- 

his  present  Majesty,  and  his  late  Royal  grandfather,  and  ener. 

were  he  to  deliver  up  his  sword  to  any  one  not  legally  en-  I  am   sorry  for  my  friend  Christie's  ill  usage;  but   ho 

titled  to  demand  it,  he  should  think  he  deserved  to  have  it  must  be  content  to  take  neighbour's  fare,  and  sliould  not  be 

broke  over  his  head  ;"  for  which  soldier-like  behaviour  he  sorry  at  having  the  opportunity  of  manifesting  his  loyalty, 

was  ordered  to  quit  the  town  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  1  have  written  you   in  my  first  letter  concerning  Mr. 

accordingly  he  retired  on  board  the   man-of-war.     Lord  Savage.     1  cannot  send  you  a  power  of  attorney,  having 

WtV/irt/n,  not  many  days  after,  dissolved  the  Assembly,  and  given  that  authority  at  my  first  leaving  Boston  lo    Mr. 

retreated  to  the  same  place.    Mr. /rui"/?^,  who  was  formerly  Nathaniel  Coffin,  the  Deputy  Cashier  and  Receiver-Ge- 

hispector  of  imports  and  exports  at  Boston,  and  is  now  neral,  who  has  generously  transacted  my  money  matters 


Receiver-General  of  tiie  quit-rents  at  Charlestown,  and  to 
whose  friendship  I  have  been  so  much  indebted,  embarked 
some  time  after  I  left  Charlestown  for  Providence  Island, 
for  recovery  from  a  bilious  complaint,  and  he  will  remain 
there  for  some  time  if  he  is  wise.  Please  to  inform  Mr. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv.  22 


hitherto  free  from  any  charge.  I  see  not  how  I  can  help 
myself  at  present.  If  you  can,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Hallowell,  bring  him  to  reason,  you  will  save  me  a  great 
deal  of  money.  But  I  apprehend  you  cannot  do  much 
without  the  influence  of  the  Board.     1   beg  you  to  con- 
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suit  Mr.  Hulloieell,  and  present  my  best  compliments  to 
him. 

You  desire  me  to  have  patience,  that  Anthony  shall  not 
neglect  me.  1  should  make  a  most  ungrateful  return  for 
your  generosity,  and  iiis  endeavours  to  serve  me,  if  1  were 
•not  perfectly  easy.  While  my  leaves  of  absence  are  con- 
tinued, and  this  garrison  not  loo  much  weakened,  I  can  re- 
main content  for  any  length  of  lime.  But  we  look  upon 
the  great  draft  of  men  made  from  this  fort  as  a  very  unfor- 
tunate measure,  that  may  be  aliended  with  very  danger- 
ous consequences  to  the  service  here  ;  and  I  am  confident 
if  tlie  General  or  the  Ministry  knew  the  true  stale  of  these 
Southern  Colonies,  that  such  a  measure  would  never  have 
taken  place.  The  only  other  difficulty  I  find  here  is  in 
point  of  board  and  lodging. 

1  had  lately  fixed  myself  very  agreeably  at  a  good  house, 
a  small  distance  from  town,  across  Si.  SebasUMi^s  Creek, 
in  a  healthy  situation,  with  a  worthy  old  gentleman,  Mr. 
Cuming,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Port,  but  he,  poor  man, 
lately  caught  the  fever,  which  carried  him  off  in  a  few  days. 
I  still  stay  at  the  house,  to  take  care  of  his  property,  but 
it  cannot  be  convenient  for  me  to  slay  there  long.  Were 
you  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies, you  would  know  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go 
to  Pensacola.  The  only  passage  by  water  is  via  Jamaica, 
in  the  packet  which  calls  there  on  her  return  from  that 
island,  not  in  going  to  it,  from  Charlesloicn ;  and  a  passage 
by  land  is  utterly  impracticable  for  any  one  but  an  Indian 
or  a  Cracker;  which  last  term  General  Grant  can  explain 
to  you.  I  apprehend  also  that  I  could  sooner  negotiate  a 
change  with  Sir  Charles  Burdelt,  the  Collector  of  tliis  Port, 
to  whom  this  climate  is  as  unfavourable  as  that  of  Boston  is 
to  me;  provided  he  be  willing  to  descend  from  a  collector 
of  a  small  |)ort  to  the  surveyor  of  a  large  one.  I  under- 
stood, from  Mr.  Cuming,  that  the  incomes  are  pretty  near 
equal.  He  has  been  in  Boston,  and  the  neighbourhood 
thereof,  these  three  years,  and  1  know  is  very  desirous  of 
remaining  there  longer  than  the  Board  may  perhaps  think 
proper.  I  could  wish  you  to  talk  to  him  on  the  subject,  if 
lie  be  still  with  you.  Mr.  HaUowcll,  who  knows  him  well, 
willinfonn  you  about  him. 

Captain  Barbut  I  saw  in  Charlestown,  and,  as  I  soon 
found  he  was  acquainted  with  our  family,  we  became  very 
intimate.  He  is  a  fine  old  soldier,  and  very  candidly,  and 
in  the  most  friendly  manner,  made  me  himself  the  offer  you 
mention ;  nay  indeed,  even  to  resign  in  my  favour,  for  a  very 
reasonable  satisfaction  ;  but  I  apprehend  it  would  be  very 
imprudent  in  me  to  give  up  my  own  certainty  for  his  un- 
certainty; besides,  you  will  please  to  observe,  that  your 
brother  has  all  along  proposed  the  West-Indies  to  me,  and 
I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  not  only  the  equable  climate 
of  the  islands  would  be  best  for  me,  but  that  also  the 
chances  of  vacancy  or  promotion  are  there  much  greater. 
Please  to  observe  also  that  the  climate  of  Pensacola  is  not 
reckoned  comparable  to  this  in  any  respect. 

I  think  I  have  now  answered  your  letter ;  but  whether  I 
have  or  not,  1  have  no  more  time  left.  Your  cask  of  shrub 
is  completed  ;  five  gallons  of  rum  and  seven  of  juice;  which 
is  yet  hardly  ripe  enough,  but  I  hope  will  do.  Adieu,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  yours,  most  affectionately, 

Daniel  Chamier,  Jr. 

October  4. 

Postscript. — I  am  come  to  town  again  early  this  morn- 
ing, to  put  the  finishing  hand  to  this  letter,  and  to  see  your 
shrub  well  taken  care  of.  Remember  again  that  you  are 
not  to  take  this  as  a  specimen  of  the  best  we  can  do,  as  the 
fruit  is  hardly  ripe  enough.  1  beg  you  to  see  that  Mr. 
Savage  sends  me  the  clothes  and  books  I  wrote  to  him  for 
a  twelve  month  ago.  I  am  surprised  he  did  not  embrace 
so  fine  an  opportunity  as  ihe  man-of-war.  Several  of  my 
things  are  lost  and  destroyed  in  the  house  where  I  left  them. 

1  once  more  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  me  a  few 
dozens  of  Madeira  wine,  if  to  be  had  in  Boston,  at  any 
reasonable  price.  It  is  the  only  article  we  are  much  in 
want  of;  I  mean  for  the  table.  If  that  is  not  to  be  had, 
some  good  Fayal,  or  other  white  wine,  might  do.  Lisbon, 
I  suppose,  is  too  sweet  to  be  so  proper  as  other  wines. 

Send  an  answer  to  Mr.  Penman  instantly.  He  would 
set  to  work  for  you,  and  procure  a  large  quantity  of  fruit, 
»f  he  were  sure  of  your  vessel. 


It  is  astonishing  to  me  how  you  manage  with  your  pack- 
ets and  men-of-war.  We  have  now  English  intelligence 
above  a  month  later  than  in  your  paper  of  the  15th  Sep- 
tember, viz:  lOlli  July,  by  the  July  packet;  and  1  sup- 
pose the  August  mail  is  at  Charlestown  by  this  time.  You 
desire  the  things  you  wanted  to  be  sent  by  the  return  of 
the  man-of-war,  and  the  Captain  declares  he  is  stationed 
here  until  April  next.     How  did  you  make  this  mistake  ? 

I  will  not  fail  to  compliment  the  gentlemen  you  mention, 
when  the  opportunity  offers.  Should  my  friend.  Captain 
Lines,  come  to  Boston,  I  beg  you  to  treat  him  as  you  would 
myself;  I  never  met  with  a  man  in  my  life  with  whom  I 
formed  so  close  an  intimacy  in  so  short  a  time.  The  officers 
of  the  Sixty-Third  Regiment  can  tell  you  who  he  is.  He 
was  last  in  their  regiment. 

Adieu  again,  yours,  most  affectionately,  again, 

Daniel  Chamier,  Jr. 

JOHN  STUART  TO  SAMUEL  KEMBLG. 

St.  Augustine,  October  4,  1775. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  you,  annexed,  a  list  of  bills, 
which  I  have  drawn  upon  his  Excellency,  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  for  the  expenses  of  my  Department ;  the  particu- 
lars of  which  are  explained  in  said  list. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Stuart. 
To  Samuel  Kemble,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  his  Excellency  the 

Commander-in-Chief. 

List  of  Bills  drawn  by  me  upon  his  Excellency  General 
Gage,  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces, 
North- America. 

September  20,  1775. — .'\t  ihiriy  days  sight,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Bichard  Yates,  merchant,  New-York,  £2,625,  York 
currency,  for  extraordinary  expenses  this  current  year, 
(No.  20.) 

September  20,  1775. — At  thirty  days  sight,  in  favour  of 
George  Ancrum,  Jr.,  attorney,  £792  3s.  9d.,  York  cur- 
rency, for  officers'  salaries  for  the  current  year,  (No.  21.) 

October  4,  1775. — At  thirty  days  sight,  in  favour  of 
William  McKennon,  £262  10s.,  York  currency,  for  ex- 
penses incurred  on  the  Mississijjpi,  the  current  year,  (No. 

■'  John  Stuart. 


peter  CHESTER,  GOVERNOUR  OF  WEST-FLORIDA,  TO  GOV- 
ERN OUR  TBYON. 

Pcneacola,  November  18,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  Earl  of  Dartmouth  having  been  pleased  to 
signify  to  me,  in  a  letter  of  the  5th  oi  July  last.  His  Ma- 
jesty's royal  wishes  that  I  should  afford  every  possible  pro- 
tection to  such  of  his  subjects  in  the  Colonies  in  rebellion, 
as  shall  be  too  weak  to  resist  the  violences  of  the  times, 
and  too  loyal  to  concur  in  the  measures  of  those  who  have 
avowed  and  supported  that  rebellion,  and  are  desirous  of 
seeking  an  asylum  in  this  Province;  and  that  I  should 
countenance  and  protect  all  such  as  may  be  induced,  under 
the  circumstances  above  slated,  to  retreat  hither,  and  give 
them  grants  of  land  by  way  of  bounty  and  encouragement, 
exempt  from  quit-rent  for  ten  years;  and  that  I  should  also 
give  every  possible  encouragement  in  my  power  to  the 
exportation  of  lumber  from  hence  to  the  West-India  Is- 
lands: I  therefore  thought  proper  to  direct  a  Proclamation 
to  issue,  notifying  and  declaring  this  Royal  bounty  and 
encouragement ;  but  I  am  afraid,  from  the  circumslanccs 
of  the  times,  that  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  have  it  so 
generally  dispersed  and  published  as  I  could  wish,  we 
having  no  printing  press  in  the  Colony ;  and  therefore  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  copy  of  this  Proclama- 
tion to  your  Excellency,  and  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  that  a  number  of  copies  of  the  same  may 
be  printed  and  published  in  your  Government. 

I  have  further  to  request,  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  afford  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  have 
these  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions  carried  into 
execution. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  ^  ,-, 

'  '  Peter  Chester. 

His  Excellency  William  Tryon,  Esq. 
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West-Florida. 
By  His  Excellency  Peter  Chestek,  Esq.,  Captain- Geti- 
eral,  Governour,  and  Comma nder-in-  Chief,  in  and  over 
His  Majesty's  said  Province  of  West-F'lokida,  and 
the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  America,  Chancel- 
lor, Vice- Admiral,  and  Ordinary  of  the  same,  fyc. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  His  Majesty,  by  his  royal  instructions,  dated 
at  St.  James's,  the  3d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and 
in  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  did  think  fit,  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  revoke  and  annul  all  the 
powers  and  authorities  which,  before  that  time,  had  been 
given  by  His  Majesty  to  the  Governoui-s  of  this  Province, 
for  the  laying  out  and  passing  grants  of  land  within  the 
same,  and  to  direct  and  appoint  certain  rules  and  regula- 
tions, to  be  thenceforth  strictly  and  punctually  observed, 
for  the  future  disposal,  by  publick  sale,  of  such  lands,  tene- 
ments, and  hereditaments  as  then  were,  or  tiiereafter  should 
be  in  His  Majesty's  power  to  dispose  of,  within  this  Pro- 
vince, in  the  manner  by  the  said  instructions  particularly 
mentioned  and  directed: 

And  whereas.  His  Majesty  has  lately  been  most  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  signify  his  royal  wishes  that  the  Govern- 
our of  this  Province  should  afford  every  possible  protec- 
tion to  such  of  his  subjects  in  the  Colonies  in  rebellion,  as 
shall  be  too  weak  to  resist  the  violences  of  the  times,  and 
loo  loyal  to  concur  in  the  measures  of  those  who  have 
avowed  and  supported  that  rebellion,  and  are  desirous  of 
seeking  an  asylum  in  West-Florida ;  and  to  that  end  His 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  direct  that  the  execution  of 
the  instructions  of  the  third  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of 
our  I^rd  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four, 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  should  be  suspended  for  the  pre- 
sent within  this  Colony : 

And  whereas  His  iVIajesty  has  also  been  pleased  to  sig- 
nify his  further  pleasure  to  the  Governour  of  this  Province, 
to  give  every  possible  encouragement  to  the  exportation 
of  lumber  from  this  Colony  to  his  Islands  in  the  West-In- 
dies: It  is  therefore  hereby  notified  to  ail  His  Majesty's 
good  and  faithful  subjects  who  may  be  induced,  under  the 
circumstances  above  stated,  to  seek  a  retreat  in  this  Pro- 
vince, that  the  Governour  of  the  said  Province  will  afford 
them  every  possible  protection  and  countenance  in  his 
power;  and  that  they,  upon  their  arrival  in  this  Province, 
and  applying  to  the  Governour  thereof  in  Council,  for 
grants  of  land,  shall  obtain  the  same,  exempt  from  quit- 
rents  for  ten  years,  under  the  following  regulations,  to  wit: 
That  one  hundred  acres  of  land  will  be  granted  to  every 
such  person,  being  master  or  mistress  of  a  family,  for  him- 
self and  herself;  and  fifty  acres  for  every  white  or  black 
man,  woman,  or  child,  of  which  such  person's  family  shall 
consist  at  the  actual  lime  of  making  the  grant.  And  in 
case  any  such  person,  well-affected  to  the  Constitution, 
applying  to  the  said  Governour  in  Council  for  grants  of 
land,  shall  be  desirous  of  taking  up  a  larger  quantity  than 
ihe  actual  number  of  persons  in  his  or  her  family  would 
entitle  such  person  to  take  up,  thai  the  said  Governour  in 
Council  will  grant  to  every  such  person  or  persons  such 
further  quantity  of  land  as  they  may  desire,  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  acres,  over  and  above  what  they  are  entitled 
to  by  the  number  of  persons  in  their  respective  families : 
Provided,  It  shall  appear  to  the  said  Governour  that  they 
are  in  a  condition  and  intention  to  cultivate  the  same :  And 
provided  also.  That  they,  at  the  time  of  such  application, 
do  give  good  evidence  to  the  Governour  of  tlie  said  Pro- 
vince of  their  real  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  and  of 
their  non-concurrence  in  the  rebellious  proceedings  in  the 
other  Colonies. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  notified,  that  the  Governour  of 
this  Province  will  afford  every  possible  encouragement  to 
all  His  Majesty's  good  subjects  who  may  think  proper 
to  be  concerned  in  the  exportation  of  lumber,  and  all 
other  produce,  from  this  Province  to  the  West- Indies,  and 
that  he  will  grant  his  license  to  any  such  person  or  persons 
to  cut  wood  and  convert  it  into  lumber,  upon  any  part  of 
His  Majesty's  lands  within  this  Province:  Provided  al- 
ways, that  proper  security  be  given,  upon  the  exportation 
of  any  lumber,  that  the  same  shall  be  landed  in  some  of 
the  West-India  Islands  belonging  to  the  King. 


Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's said  Province,  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  Pensa- 
colu,  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign. 

Peter  Chester. 
By  His  Excellency's  command  : 

Alexander  Macullough,  Dep.  Sec'y. 

God  save  the  King. 


ALLAN  CAMERON  TO  DUNCAN  CAMERON. 

On  board  the  ship  William,  Norfolk  Harbour,    ) 
in  Virginia,  November  11,  1775.      \ 

Dear  Sir:  Though  I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
personally  acquainted  with  you,  I  am  very  sensible  of  the 
connexive  narration  of  our  predecessors,  which  induces  me 
now  to  take  the  freedom  of  troubling  you  with  this  epis- 
tle. J\o  doubt,  sir,  you  would  have  heard  of  an  unfortu- 
nate accident  that  had  happened  between  one  Mr.  Came- 
ron, of  Mursirloch,  and  I,  in  the  year  '72,  at  which  lime 
I  believe  you  was  at  Fori- William,  in  Lochaber. 

From  the  above  circumstances,  I  dare  to  say  you  will, 
and  justly,  conclude  that  I  am  a  son  of  Mr.  Cameron,  of 
Erracht.  Since  n)y  departure  from  that  part  of  the  world, 
I  have  been  in  both  the  French  and  British  West-Indies, 
and  over  the  most  civilized  parts  of  North- America,  still  in 
the  character  of  a  gentleman  ;  so  that  good  or  bad  luck  has 
ordained  a  roving  life  for  me  hitherto.  At  the  same  lime, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  let  you  know,  that  I  at  last  got  pretty 
well  settled  to  the  southward  ;  but,  as  I  could  not  comply 
with  the  proposals  of  some  of  the  demagogues  of  this  un- 
lucky rebellion,  was  obliged  to  push  along.  I  arrived  here 
a  few  days  ago  from  St.  Augustine,  in  East-Florida, 
which  place  I  left  with  a  view  of  proceeding  from  here,  by 
the  first  opportunity,  to  Boston;  and,  as  I  always  had  an 
inclination  of  getting  into  the  army,  and  still  have,  my  in- 
tention was  to  have  joined  some  n)arching  regiment  as  a 
volunteer,  till  better  would  offer, of  which  I  made  no  doubt, 
with  what  recommendation  1  had  to  some  gentlemen  there, 
in  conjunction  with  your  interest,  which  I  flattered  tnyself 
with.  But  Lord  Dmmore,  finding  that  I  was  upon  a  plan 
of  this  nature,  insisted  that  I  would  be  advised  by  him,  and 
accept  of  a  lieutenancy  in  a  Provincial  regiment  that  he 
is  about  raising,  of  which  he  himself  is  to  be  Colonel.  I 
could  not  well  but  agree  to  his  Lordship's  proposals,  and 
am  to  set  out  to-morrow  morning  for  Detroit,  alon^  with 
one  Major  Connolly,  who  is  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
said  regiment.  We  are  very  apprehensive  of  being  inter- 
cepted by  some  of  their  d — d  Committees.  However,  if 
we  get  out,  and  this  undertaking  is  properly  managed,  I 
dare  to  say  ii  will  be  of  essential  service  to  this  Govern- 
ment, and  perhaps  to  others. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  all  the  letters  I  had 
for  different  gentlemen  there,  and  1  beg  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  deliver  them  to  those  who  I  hey  are  directed  for. 
As  I  am  mentioned  in  most  of  them,  I  suppose  the  gentle- 
men will  naturally  say  something  or  other  about  me.  In 
that  case,  I  hope  you  will  make  such  answers  as  you  shall 
think  proper.  I  imagine,  in  case  General  Gage  is  gone 
home,  as  is  reported  here,  that  you  will  deliver  the  letters 
directed  for  his  Excellency  to  Lord  //owe,  who  we  under- 
stand is  Commander-in-chief  there  at  present. 

I  have  not  heard  one  word  from  my  relations  or  friends 
at  home,  since  my  embarkation  at  Greenock,  in  '73 ;  so 
that  I  do  not  know  how  the  MacLonies  and  my  old  father 
make  it  out.  If  you  should  be  kind  enough  to  write  me, 
I  would  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  would  let 
me  know  all  the  Highland  news  you  have. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  assured  friend,  and  humble  servant, 

Allan  Cameron. 

In  case  you  do  write  me,  direct  as  above,  and  to  the 
care  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  he  will  forward  it. 


ALLAN  CAMERON  TO  DANIEL  CHAMIER. 

On  board  the  ship  William,  Norrolk  Harbour,  / 
in  Virginia,  November  11,  1775.      i 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will   find   three  letters,  from   Mr. 
Chamier,  in  East-Florida,  which  I  promised  him  I  would 
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what  money  you  may  have  of  mine  in   your  hands,  be 

S leased  to  send  per  bill  of  exchange.  Be  pleased  to  pay 
Ir.  Hulton  his  account  herewith  transmitted,  and  let  me 
hear  all  the  news  you  convenienily  can  ;  and  believe  me  to 
be,  dear  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Walter  Hatton. 

Jiathaniel  Coffin,  Esq.,  Receiver-General  and  Cashier  of 
His  Majesty's  Customs,  Boston. 

LORD  DUNMORE  TO  ADMIRAL  GRATES. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  November  24,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  bearer,  Colonel  Kirkland,  begs  to  be  intro- 
duced to  you,  and  I  do  it  with  great  pleasure,  as  I  am  sure 
you  will  be  liappy  to  be  acquainted  with  an  Amerkan  so 
truly  well  disposed  to  His  Miijesty's  service.  You  will  find 
him  a  man  of  real  worth  and  spirit ;  for  particulars  I  refer 
you  10  the  General.  Our  little  squadron  here  goes  on  as 
well  as  you  can  expect ;  but  as  Captain  Squire  writes  to 
you  by  this  opportunity,  1  shall  not  trouble  you  any  further 
than  returning  you  thanks  for  the  kind  reception  you  was 
so  good  as  to  give  to  Major  Connolly,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 

^^°'»  DUNMOKE. 

To  Admiral  Graves. 

P.  S.  1  have  now  only  to  request  you,  if  possible,  to 
let  one  of  the  line-of-battle  ships  winter  here,  and  to  de- 
spatch the  sloop  Betsey  as  soon  as  possible. 

NEIL    JAMIESON    TO    JAMES    ANDERSON. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  November  28,  1775. 

Sib:  Enclosed  you  will  find  Lord  Dunmore's  draft,  in 
our  favour,  on  the  Commander-in-chief,  at  Boston,  payable 
three  days  sight,  for  five  thousand  pounds  sterling.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  present  the  same  for  payment.  You  see 
it  is  payable  in  a  bill  of  exchange  on  Ltondon,  at  three  days 
sight.  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  one  bill  to  be  made 
out  for  forty-five  hundred  pounds  sterling.  Let  there  be 
four  copies  of  it,  and  let  the  bills  be  made  payable  to  Ed- 
ward 4r  Rene  Payne,  Esqrs.,  of  London.  You  will  find 
here  enclosed  two  letters  for  Messrs.  Paynes,  left  open  ;  be 
pleased  to  enclose  the  bills,  one  copy  in  each  of  these  let- 
ters, and  to  be  forwarded  by  the  first  ships  to  Britain;  but 
if  no  immediate  opportunity  from  Boston  to  Great  Britain, 
in  that  case  you  will  be  pleased  to  put  the  letter  for  Messrs. 
Paynes,  under  your  own  cover,  and  send  the  same  to  Hugh 
and  Alexander  H^allace,  Esqs.,of  New-  York,  and  tell  them 
it  is  by  my  desire  they  should  forward  the  same  by  the 
packet,  or  any  other  opportunity  that  may  soon  after  offer. 
You  will  understand  that  my  wish  is,  how  soon  these  bills 
may  be  forwarded  to  the  gentlemen  in  London.  The  five 
hundred  pounds  sterling  remaining,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lay  out  with  you,  in  such  goods  as  you  will  find  here  ordered ; 
on  which  you  will  charge  your  usual  commission.  One  of 
the  copies  of  the  bill,  for  forty-five  hundred  pounds,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  me,  under  cover,  by  the  same 
opportunity. 

I  am,  for  self  and  company,  sir,  your  obedient  humble 

servant,  .t        t 

'  ISeil  Jamieson. 

December  2,  1775. 

The  vessel  that  carries  this  will  bring  the  goods.  With 
this  will  also  be  a  letter  for  my  partners ;  which  please  for- 
ward by  first  opportunity  for  Great  Britain.  1  have  drawn 
on  you  of  this  date,  in  favour  of  Captain  Kirkland,  at  sight, 
for  twenty  Spanish  milled  dollars. 

Yours,  N.J. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  considering  if  there 
is  any  immediate  opportunity  to  Glasgow.  You  may  take 
the  bills  payable  to  my  partners  in  Glasgow,  Messrs.  Glass- 
ford,  Gordon,  Monteath  8f  Co.,  and  put  the  bills  under 
your  own  cover;  but  if  the  opportunity  offer  for  London, 
or  by  the  packet,  you  will  send  the  bills  to  the  Messrs. 
Paynes,  of  London.  N.  J. 

If  Mr.  Anderson  is  out  of  the  way,  Mr.  Nath.  Coffin 
is  desired  to  do  the  needful.  N.  J. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  November  24,  1775. 
[Exchange  for  £5,000  sterling.] 
i-  At  three  days  sight,  of  this  my  first  bill  of  exchange, 


second  and  third  of  saine  tenor  and  date  not  paid,  pay  to 
JVcjV  Jamieson  If  Co.,  or  order,  five  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, in  good  bills  of  exchange  on  London,  at  three  days 
sight,  for  value  received  of  them,  which  place  to  account 
of  His  Majesty's  service,  as  advised  by,  sir,  your  humble 

««"""''  DuNMORE. 

To  His  Excellency  Gen.  Thomas  Gage,  or  His  Majesty's 
Commander-in-chief  for  the  time  being  at  Boston. 


Sketch  of  Goods  to  be  sent  from  Boston  per  this 
vessel. 

Coarse  Irish  linens,  from   ten   pence  to  eighteen 

pence  per  yard,  first  cost,  value        ...  £200 
Coarse  Irish   linens,  from  eighteen   pence  to  two 

shillings,       .-.---.  100 
Yarn,  and   men's  coarse  worsted  stockings,  from 

sixteen  to  twenty-five  shillings  per  dozen,          -  60 

Nails  ;  six,  eight,  and  ten-penny,  value         -         -  25 

Twenty-penny  nails,  value          -         -         -         -  20 

Needles  and  pins,  value     -----  15 

Twenty  dozen  men's  coarse  shoes,  either  English 

or  country-made,  at  thirty  shillings  per  dozen,  -  30 
Twenty  dozen  coarse  fell  hats,  at  twenty-four  shil- 
lings,          -------24 

Five  hundred  dun  codfish,          .         -         -         .  5 

Salmon  in  kegs,  value        ....         -  3 

Two  boxes  long  tobacco  pipes,            ...  4 

£486 


Let  these  goods  be  consigned  to  Neilor,  McAllister  if 
Co.,  Norfolk. 

NEIL  JAMIESON  TO  EDWARD  AND  RENE  PAYNE. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  November  28,  1775. 

With  this  you  will  find  the  ComiDander-in-chief  at 
Boston  {N.  E.)  his  draft  in  your  favour,  at  three  days 
sight,  for  four  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  sterling.  Im- 
mediately on  its  being  accepted,  be  pleased  to  advise  my 
partners,  Messrs.  Glassford,  Gordon,  Monteath  8f  Co.,  of 
the  same,  and  be  pleased  to  dispose  of  the  moneys  agree- 
ably to  their  directions. 

I  am,  for  self  and  company,  gentletDcn,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  m        t 

'  Neil  jamieson. 

Edward  and  Rene  Payne,  Esqrs.,  London. 


NEIL  jamieson  TO    EDWARD  AND  RENE  PAYNE. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  November  20,  1775. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  the  29th  June,  which  1  make  no 
doubt  but  you  have  received.  I  liave  not  been  forgetful 
in  applying  to  Messrs.  McAllister  ^  Co.,  for  the  debt  due 
you,  but  to  no  purpose.  Indeed,  the  distracted  situation 
we  are  at  present  in,  has  put  a  stop  to  all  kinds  of  busi- 
ness, nor  is  there  any  collecting  of  debts ;  and  if  there  is 
not  an  end  soon  put  to  this  very  unfortunate  dispute,  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  great  danger  in  recovering  the  subject 
in  debts,  in  the  hands  of  the  people  up  the  country  ;  for 
many  people  who  were  lately  in  opulent  circumstances, 
I  am  much  afraid  will  very  soon  be  in  a  distressed  situa- 
tion, and  I  am  much  afraid  will  not  be  able  to  pay  any 
debts  for  some  considerable  time  to  come.  It  is  owing  to 
the  above  cause  that  these  people  have  not  been  able  to 
make  any  payments  at  present.  You  must  therefore  rest 
satisfied  for  the  present.  They  are  honest  men,  and  1  am 
well  assured  they  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  dis- 
charge this  debt  as  soon  as  they  possibly  can. 

I  had  proposed,  some  time  ago,  to  have  returned  to 
Great  Britain,  and  fixed  at  home  ;  but  these  troubles  ren- 
der my  stay  here  necessary  for  soine  time  longer,  to  see 
to  save  as  much  of  our  subject  as  [jossibly  I  can.  This 
being  the  case,  and  to  make  up  for  the  great  loss  we  must 
lay  our  accounts  of  meeting  with  on  account  of  these 
troubles,  as  it  is  likely  there  will  be  several  ships  of  war 
continued  here  on  the  station,  and  that  there  may  be  seve- 
ral contracts  to  make  in  London  for  the  supplying  of  the 
navy  and  army,  should  any  of  the  contractors  be  in  want 
of  an  agent  here,  to  do  their  business,  I  would  be  much 


349 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fcc,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


850 


I 


obliged  to  you  if  you  would  recommend  them  to  our  house. 
We  have  it  in  our  power  to  do  their  business  on  the  best 
terms,  as  much  so  as  any  house  in  tliis  Colony. 

I  have  only  time  to  give  you  this  hint  at  this  present 
time.     In  a  few  days  1  will  write  you  more  fully. 

I  am,  for  self  and  company,  gentlemen,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  .,        , 

'  JNeil  Jamieson. 

Edward  and  Rene  Payne,  Esqrs.,  London. 


CAPTAIN  LESLIE  TO  GENERAL  GAGE. 

Norfolk,  Virginia,  December  1,  1775. 

Siu:  The  28th  of  last  month,  the  Rebels  attacked  the 
wooden  fort  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  of  the  6th  of 
November,  built  to  secure  the  pass  at  the  Great-Bridge, 
and  have  continued  firing  small-arms  at  it  in  an  irregular 
way  ever  since,  without  any  other  consequence  than  that 
of  slightly  wounding  two  or  three  of  our  men.  The  fort  is 
defended  by  Lieutenant  Wallace,  one  sergeant,  one  corpo- 
ral, and  twenty-five  private  men  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment, some  volunteers,  and  a  good  many  negroes.  Two 
four-pounders  were  sent  to  them  yesterday  ;  therefore  1  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  Rebels  will  not  easily  get  possession 
of  that  post  unless  they  bring  artillery  against  it ;  of  which, 
by  all  accounts,  they  have  not  any  at  present. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Excellency  this 
month's  return  of  my  detachment,  as  also  a  letter  from 
Lord  Dunmore,  in  answer  to  an  application  I  made  to  his 
Lordship  for  a  passage  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  of 
the  two  companies  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  now  at 
Boston. 

The  officers  here,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  having 
requested  that  I  would  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  their 
bat  and  forage  money,  I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
give  directions  for  the  payment  of  it  as  soon  as  convenient. 

As  a  number  of  women  and  children  belong  to  my  de- 
tachment, and  there  is  no  method  of  providing  for  them  but 
from  the  King's  stores,  I  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
them  the  same  indulgence  here  as  I  am  told  they  have  at 
Boston. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  „  _ 

SAMUEL  Leslie, 

Captain  Fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry, 
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N.  B.  Captain  Blackett  died  14th  October,  1775. 

Samhel  Leslie, 
Captain  Fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry. 
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N.  B.  Captam  Blackett  died  October  14,  1775. 

Samuel  Leslie, 
Captain  Fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry. 


LORD    dunmore    TO   CAPTAIN    LESLIE. 

On  board  tlie  Dunmore,  off  Norfolk, 
December  2,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  at  your  request  just  now  made  inquiry  if 
there  was  room  for  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
Fourteenth  to  go  to  Boston  in  the  sloop  Betsy;  but  am 
informed  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  go  in  her,  as  she  is 
already  too  much  crowded  ;  which  I  hope  will  be  attended 
with  no  inconveniency,  as  I  expect  General  Howe  will 
order  the  remaining  part  of  the  regiment  to  join  you  here. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Dunmore. 
To  Captain  Leslie,  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment. 
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Samuel  Leslie, 
Captain  Fourteenth  Regiment  Infantry. 


CAPTAIN  FORDICE  TO  CAPTAIN  URQUHART. 

Norfolk,  Deceml)er  1,  1775. 

Dear  Urquhart  :  Thanks  to  the  bar  of  St.  Augustine, 
for  allowing  me  to  receive  your  last  letter,  two  days  before 
the  St.  Lawrence  arrived.  1  had  embarked  for  this  Colony, 
with  all  the  Grenadiei-s,  and  as  many  men  from  the  batta- 
lion as  made  up  a  detachment  of  sixty,  including  non-com- 
missions. We  sailed  the  7th  of  October,  and  got  here  the 
20th.  Jonathan,  with  the  small  remains  of  the  regiment, 
are  to  follow  when  relieved  by  the  three  companies  of  the 
1 6tl),  from  Pensacola.  From  what  you  wrote  me  there  must 
most  certainly  be  some  unaccountable  mistake  with  respect 
to  our  regiment.  One  would  conceive  that  it  never  could 
be  intended  that  we  should  be  divided  in  the  way  we  have 
been  for  some  time  past.  I  brought  the  sergeants  and 
corporals  of  your  two  companies  with  me ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended they  should  have  gone  by  this  sloop,  but  Lord 
Dunmore  has  acquainted  Captain  Leslie  that  he  cannot 
give  them  a  passage ;  the  true  cause  is  that  he  does  not  at 
present  choose  to  part  with  so  many  good  men. 

We  have  been  in  great  hopes  of  troops  coming  here, 
either  from  England  or  your  army.  What  a  pity  it  is  that 
this  Colony  should  have  been  so  much  neglected  ;  a  couple 
of  thousand  men  would  settle  every  thing  here  in  the  course 
of  this  winter.  There  have  been  no  accounts  from  England 
or  Boston  since  I  came  here.  I  enclose  you  a  newspaper, 
which  contains  some  account  of  our  proceedings  here. 
You  will  see  by  it  that  we  have  had  a  little  brush  with  the 
Rebels,  who  behaved  in  a  most  dastardly  manner.  Redfern 
was  the  only  man  hurt ;  he  received  a  shot  in  the  knee-pan, 
which  will  render  him  unfit  for  service.  A  corps  of  about 
seven  hundred  men  has  been  sent  from  fVilliamshurgh, 
in  order  to  take  possession  of  this  place,  which  they  are 
most  exceedingly  desirous  of  doing.  We  are  throwing  up 
some  intrenchments,  so  that  they  won't  find  it  quite  so  easy 
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as  they  expected.  They  have  been  for  some  days  within 
about  ten  miles  of  us,  but  their  farther  progress  has  been 
hitiierto  stopped  by  a  fort  conslrucled  by  Batul,  at  a  bridge 
wliere  tliey  must  pass.  Tlieir  riflemen  iieep  up  an  almost 
constant  fire,  but  hitherto  without  much  success,  having  on- 
ly wounded  Gnr</»icr,  of  the  General's  company.  H'allace 
commands  the  fort;  he  has  twenty-five  of  our  regiment,  a 
few  militia,  and  some  negroes.  The  negroes  who  had  de- 
serted from  the  Rebels  to  the  fort,  say  that  many  of  them 
have  been  killed  and  wounded  by  our  people.  Would  to 
God  we  had  a  few  more  men,  and  I  think  we  should  give 
a  very  good  account  of  these  rascals ;  but  we  are  at  present 
a  very  handful.  The  place  is  entirely  deserted  by  the 
natives ;  only  a  few  Scotch  remain,  who  to  a  man  are  well- 
affected  to  Government,  and  are  now  all  embodied,  as  the 
town  of  Norfolk  militia,  and  do  their  duty  with  great  spirit ; 
one  of  them  you  may  recollect  at  Boston  some  years  ago, 
his  name  John  Hunter,  an  active  man,  and  aid-de-camp 
to  Lord  Dunmore. 

I  have  forgot  all  this  time  to  condole  with  you  on  the 
death  of  your  good  friend,  and  quondam  Captain,  Blackeit, 
who  drank  his  last  dram,  and  resigned  his  breath  on  the 
12th  of  October.  They  say  he  was  a  most  miserable  object 
before  he  died.  I  think  you  have  been  in  tolerable  good 
fortune  this  year  to  get  quit  of  him,  and  Patoon  so  soon. 
1  have  wrote  to  Stanton  to  apply  for  our  bat  and  forage 
money.  We  are  most  certainly  entitled  to  it,  as  well  as  the 
other  troops.  Lend  a  helping  hand  in  this  business ;  a  few 
joes  would  by  no  means  be  inconvenient  for  some  of  your 
friends.  I  have  likewise  desired  from  him  particular  in- 
formation concerning  the  provisions  for  men,  women,  and 
children. 

1  see  by  the  Williamsburgh  papers  that  the  Thirty-Se- 
cond and  some  other  regiments  have  been  drafted,  and  tl;e 
officers  sent  home.  It  must  really  be  a  most  distressing 
matter  to  be  robbed  of  all  the  men  that  one  knows,  and 
has  been  at  so  much  pains  with.  I  am  very  thankful  that 
we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  avoid  that  dreadful  fate.  I 
hope  my  very  worthy  friend  Symca  was  well  when  he  left 
you.  Did  Brown  go  home  with  the  regiment,  or  remain  with 
General  Grant  1   If  he  is  with  you,  remember  me  to  him. 

We  have  a  report  that  General  Gage  is  gone  home,  and 
that  General  Howe  succeeds  him.  If  that  is  true,  it  will 
make  a  terrible  change  in  your  staff;  though  I  hope  it  may 
not  by  any  means  affect  you.  I  have  enclosed  in  a  packet 
to  you  a  great  many  letters  which  1  brought  from  St.  Au- 
gustine, which  1  will  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  take 
the  trouble  of  sending.  Ail  your  friends  in  East-Florida 
desired  to  be  remembered  to  you.  The  parson  had  some 
thoughts  of  coming  with  me  in  his  way  to  Boston,  but 
Governour  Tonyn  would  not  give  him  leave.  My  best 
wishes  attend  Mrs.  Vrquhart.  By  what  I  have  heard,  you 
have,  1  presume,  by  this  time,  a  pledge  of  your  mutual 
love.  I  beg  my  compliments  to  Colonel  Leslie,  Major 
JV/usg-roce,  and  my  other  friends  of  the  Sixty-Fourth.  All 
here  join  in  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  you.  And  1 
remain  with  great  truth,  dear  Urquhart,  your  sincere  friend, 

''  C.  FoRDICE. 

Captain  Urquhart. 

CAPTAIN  SQUIRE  TO  ADMIRAL  GRAVES. 

Otter  sloop,  off  Norfolk,  December  2,  1775. 

Sir  :  My  Lord  Dunmore  having  a  quantity  of  corn,  which 
he  understands  would  be  of  great  service  to,  and  was  much 
wanted  for,  the  cavalry  to  the  northward,  and  begged  I 
would  send  some  men  in  a  sloop  to  carry  it  to  Boston,  I 
have,  therefore,  for  the  good  of  the  service,  sent  a  petty 
officer  and  six  of  my  people  in  the  Betsey  sloop  for  that 
purpose.  In  my  last  to  you  of  the  13th  September,  by 
the  Mercury,  I  informed  you  that  the  people  of  this  part 
of  Virginia  seemed  to  be  peaceably  inclined,  but  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  for  these  two  months  past,  they  have 
taken  every  method  to  annoy  the  King's  ships,  boats,  and 
troops,  wherever  they  see  them,  firing  on  them  on  all  occa- 
sions. I  some  time  since  went  in  a  tender,  with  three  other 
tenders  in  company,  in  order  to  prevent  their  sinking  ves- 
sels in  the  mouth  of  Hampton  harbour,  when  they  fired  on 
me,  and  killed  two  of  my  people,  and  wounded  two  more ; 
and  from  the  imprudence  of  the  officer  on  board,  a  small 
tender  running  too  near  the  town,  tlieir  musketry  was  so 


great,  that  several  of  my  people  swam  from  hrr  to  me,  and 
the  Rebels  took  the  vessel  with  four  men,  which  men  they 
have  since  returned.  On  the  14ih  of  last  month,  His  Ex- 
cellency Lord  Dunmore,  and  the  detachnient  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  embarked  in  boats  from  Portsmouth,  and 
went  up  a  river  near  a  place  called  ihe  Great-Bridge,  in- 
tending to  disioilge  some  men  that  he  heard  were  there, 
whose  intention  was  to  slop  provisions  coming  to  Norfolk. 
His  Lordship  from  thence,  in  his  march  to  Norfolk,  was 
attacked  aud  fired  on  by  some  Rebels,  whom  he  soon 
drove  off,  after  killing  one,  and  taking  seven  or  eight  pri- 
soners, with  a  Colonel  Lawson  and  Colonel  Hutchins, 
men  who  have  been  very  busy  in  corrupting  the  minds  of 
the  poor  deluded  people  of  this  Colony.  His  Lordship 
then  issued  his  proclamation,  (a  copy  of  which  I  send  you.) 
As  Mr.  John  Atkinson,  the  petty  officer  that  brings  you 
this,  was  a  volunteer  with  Lord  Dunmore,  on  the  expedi- 
tion, I  refer  you  to  him  for  more  particulars.  We  have 
now  a  small  fort  at  the  Great-Bridge,  which  the  Rebels 
must  pass  to  come  to  Norfolk.  We  have  destroyed  the 
bridge,  and  for  these  ten  days  past,  have  kept  a  body  of 
near  nine  hundred  Rebels  from  passing.  We  have  like- 
wise intrenched  the  town  of  Norfolk,  and  I  have  great 
reason  to  suppose,  and  hope  from  their  being  such  cowards, 
and  cold  weather  coming  on,  that  they  will  return  to  their 
respective  homes,  and  we  shall  be  quiet  the  remainder  of 
the  winter.  I  am  securing  all  the  provisions  I  can  for  the 
King's  ships,  and  1  hope  to  get  a  sufficient  quantity  until 
we  can  have  a  supply  from  the  northward.  1  must  hope, 
sir,  when  in  your  power  to  spare  a  victualler,  you  will  send 
one. 

I,  by  desire,  have  sent  two  prisoners  taken  by  his  Lord- 
ship; no  doubt  but  his  Lordship  has  sent  their  accusations. 
Two  other  prisoners  taken  by  Captain  Montagu,  the  one 
Captain  Dean,  whose  accusation  I  here  enclose,  the  other 
a  Captain  Porter,  for  bringing  powder  and  shot  for  the  Re- 
bels, and  in  sight  of  the  King's  tenders  throwing  it  over- 
board. Enclosed  I  send  you  the  state  and  condition  of  His 
Majesty's  sloops  Otter  and  Kingfisher,  »rith  the  demands 
for  stores  from  the  officers  of  the  said  sloops. 

I  am  well  convinced  that  had  we  a  few  more  troops,  and 
one  or  two  more  ships,  that  the  Rebels  in  these  parts  would 
be  very  soon  quieted. 

Am  also  to  acquaint  you,  that  from  the  boatswain  of  the 
Otter's  frequently  behaving  in  a  tyrannical  manner  to  the 
ship's  company,  often  insolent  to  the  officers,  as  well  as 
neglecting  his  duty,  1  have  thought  proper  to  suspend 
him,  and  have  given  an  acting  order  to  one  of  my  seamen. 
Enclosed  1  send  you  three  letters,  which  1  received  from  St. 
Augustine,  to  be  forwarded  to  you  ;  and  am,  sir,  with  assur- 
ances that  all  that  can  be  done  for  the  good  of  the  King's 
service  shall  be  done  by,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

^"^'""'  W.  C.  Squire. 

DOCTOR  FRANKLIN  TO  M.  DUMAS. 

Philadclpliia,  December  19,  1773. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  several  favours  of  iWny  18th, 
June  30th,  and  July  8ih,  by  Messrs.  Vaillant  and  Pochard, 
whom  if  I  could  serve  upon  your  recommendation,  it  would 
give  me  great  pleasure.  Tlieir  total  want  of  English  is  at 
present  an  obstruction  to  their  getting  any  employment 
among  us,  but  I  hope  they  will  soon  obtain  some  know- 
ledge of  it.  This  is  a  good  country  for  artificers  or  farmers, 
but  gentlemen  of  mere  science  in  les  belles  lettres,  can- 
not so  easily  subsist  here,  there  being  little  demand  for 
their  assistance  among  an  industrious  people,  who,  as  yet, 
have  not  much  leisure  for  studies  of  that  kind. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  kind  present  you  have  made 
us  of  your  edition  of  Vattel.  It  came  to  us  in  good  sea- 
son, when  the  circumstances  of  a  rising  Slate  make  it  ne- 
cessary fiequently  to  consult  the  law  of  nations.  Accord- 
ingly, that  copy  which  I  kept  (after  depositing  one  in  our 
own  publick  library  here,  and  sending  the  other  to  the 
College  of  Massachusetts- Bay ,  as  you  directed)  has  been 
continually  in  tlie  hands  of  the  members  of  our  Congress 
now  sitting,  who  are  much  pleased  with  your  notes  and 
preface,  and  have  entertained  a  high  and  just  esteem  for 
their  author.  Your  manuscript  "  Idee  sur  Ic  Gouvtrnement 
el  la  lioyauti,"  is  also  well  relished,  and  may,  in  time, 
have  its  effect.  I  thank  you,  likewise,  for  the  other  smaller 
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pieces,  which  accompanied  VatuJ.    "Le  Court  Eipose  de  ducting  such  a  voyage,  ihe  bearcr,  Mr.  Story,  can  more 

ce  qui  est  passe  eiitre  la  Cour  Britanique  et  Its  Colonies,"  fully  inform  you.      And  vviioever  brings  in  ti)ose  articles  is 

^c,  being  a  very  concise  and  clear  statement  of  facts,  will  allowed  to  carry  off  the  value  in   provisions  to  our  fVest- 

be  reprinted  here,  for  the  use  of  our  new  friends  in  Canada.  Indies,  where  they  will  fetch  a   very  iiigh  price,  the  gen- 

The  translations  of  the  proceedings  of  our  Congress  are  eral  exportation  from  North-America  being  stopped.  This 

very  acceptable.     I  send  you  herewiih  what  of  them  has  you  will  see  more  particularly  in  a  printed  resolution  of  the 
been  further  published  here,  together  with  a  few  newspa- 


pers, contaming  accounts  of  some  of  the  successes  Provi- 
dence has  favoured  us  with. 

We  are  threatened  from  England  with  a  very  powerful 
force,  to  come  next  year  against  us.     We  are  makins  all 


particularly  i 
Congress. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  good  engineers,  and  wish  you 
could  engage  and  send  us  two  able  ones,  in  time  for  the 
next  campaign,  one  acquainted  with  field  service,  sieges, 
Inc.,  and  the  other  with  fortifying  sea-ports.     They  will, 


the  provision  in  our  power  here  to  prevent  that  force,  and     if  well   recommended,   be  made  very  welcome,  and  have 


we  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  defend  ourselves.  But  as  the 
events  of  war  are  always  uncertain,  possibly  after  another 
campaign,  we  may  find  it  necessary  to  ask  aid  of  some  fo- 
reign power.  It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  learn  from  you, 
thai  "  all  Europe  wishes  us  the  best  success  in  the  main- 
tenance of  our  liberty."     But  we  wi»h  to  know  whether 


honourable  appointments,  besides  the  expenses  of  their 
voyage  hither,  in  which  Mr.  Story  can  also  advise  them. 
As  what  we  now  request  of  you,  besides  taking  up  your 
time,  may  put  you  to  some  expense,  we  send  you,  for  the 
present,  enclosed,  a  bill  for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling, 
to  defray  such   expenses,  and  desire  you  to  be  assured, 


any  one  of  them,  from  principles  of  humanity,  is  disposed  that  your  services  will  be  considered,  and  honourably  re- 

magnaniniously  to  step  in  for  the  relief  of  an  oppressed  warded  by  the  Congress. 

people;  or  whether  if,  as  it  seems  likely  to  happen,  we  We  desire,  also,  that  you  would  take  the  trouble  of  re- 
should  be  obliged  to  break  off  all  connection  with  Britain,  ceiving  from  Arthur  Lee,  agent  for  the  Congress  in  Eng- 
and  declare  ourselves  an  independent  people,  there  is  any  land,  such  letters  as  may  be  sent  by  him  to  your  care,  and 
state  or  power  in  Europe,  who  would  be  willing  to  enter  of  forwarding  them  to  us  with  your  despatches.  When 
into  an  alliance  with  us  for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce,  you  have  occasion  to  write  to  him,  to  inform  him  of  any 
which  amounted,  before  the  war,  to  nearly  seven  millions  thing,  which  it  may  be  of  importance  our  friends  there 
sterling  per  annum,  and  must  continually  increase,  as  our  should  be  acquainted  with,  please  to  send  your  letters  to 
people  increase  most  rapidly.  Confiding,  my  dear  friend,  him  under  cover,  directed  to  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  merchant 
in  your  good  will  to  us,  and  our  cause,  and  in  your  saga-  on  Tower-Hill,  London,  and  do  not  send  it  by  post,  but 
city  and  abilities  for  business,  the  Committee  of  Congress  by  some  trusty  shipper,  or  other  prudent  person,  who  will 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  conducting  deliver  it  with  his  own  hands.  And  when  you  send  to  us, 
a  correspondence  with  our  friends  in  Ettrope,  of  which  if  you  have  not  a  direct  safe  opportunity,  we  recommend 
Committee  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member,   have  di-  sending  by  way  of  St.  Eustatia,   to  the  care  of  Messrs. 


rected  me  to  request  of  you,  that  as  you  are  situated  at 
the  Hague,  where  ambassadors  from  all  the  courts  reside, 
vou  would  make  use  of  the  opportunity,  which  that  situa- 
tion affords  you,  of  discovering  if  possible,  the  disposition 
of  the  several  courts  with  respect  to  sucli  assistance  or 
alliance,  if  we  should  apply  for  the  one,  or  propose  for 
the  other.  As  it  may  possibly  be  necessary,  in  particular 
instances,  that  you  should,  for  this  purpose,  confer  directly 
with  some  great  Ministers,  and  show  them  this  letter,  as 
your  credential,  we  only  recommend  it  to  your  discretion. 


Robert  and  Cornelius  Stephens,  merchants  there,  who  will 
forward  your  despatches  to  me. 

With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  and  respect,  I  am,  &;c., 

B.  Franklin. 


WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Pliiladelphia,  December  19,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  enclose  you  Dr.  Barnet's  commission,  as 
Surgeon  of  the  First  Jersey  Battalion.  The  pay  is  twenty- 


that  you  proceed  therein  with  such  caution,  as  to  keep  the     five   dollars   per  month ;  and  I  am  satisfied  the  Congress 


same  from  the  knowledge  of  the  English  Ambassador,  and 
prevent  any  publick  appearance,  at  present,  of  your  being 
employed  in  any  such  business,  as  thereby,  we  imagine, 
many  inconveniences  may  be  avoided,  and  your  means  of 
rendering  us  service  increased. 

That  you  may  be  better  able  to  answer  some  questions, 
which  will  probably  be  put  to  you,  concerning  our  present 
situation,  we  inform  you,  that  the  whole  Continent  is  very 
firmly  united,  the  party  for  the  measures  of  the  British 
Ministry,  being  very  small,  and  much  dispersed;  that  we 
have  had  on  foot  the  last  campaign  an  army  of  near  twen- 
ty-five thousand  men,  wherewith  we  have  been  able,  not 
only  to  block  up  the  King's  army  in  Boston,  but  to  spare 
considerable  detachments  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  where 
we  have  met  with  great  success,  as  the  printed  papers  sent 
herewith  will  inform  you,  and  have  now  reason  to  expect 
that  whole  Province  may  be  soon  in  our  possession ;  that 
we  purpose  greatly  to  increase  our  force  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  thereby,  we  hope,  with  the  assistance  of  well 
disciplined  militia,  to  be  able  to  defend  our  coast,  notwith- 
standing its  great  extent ;  that  we  have  already  a  small 
squadron  of  armed  vessels  to  protect  our  coasting  trade, 
which  have  had  some  success  in  taking  several  of  the 
enemy's  cruisers,  and  some  of  their  transport  vessels  and 
store-ships.  This  little  naval  force  we  are  about  to  aug- 
ment, and  expect  it  may  be  more  considerable  in  the  next 
summer. 

We  have  hitherto  applied  to  no  foreign  power.  We  are 
using  the  utmost  industry  in  endeavouring  to  made  salt- 
petre, and  with  daily  increasing  success.  Our  artificers  are 
also  every  where  busy  in  fabricating  small  arms,  casting     and  if  possible  to  this  place;  several  are   already  arrived 


mean  to  allow  for  the  chest  of  medicine  ;  but  I  intend  to 
reduce  it  to  a  certainly,  as  there  is  an  opening  to-day  on 
such  a  subject. 

Mr.  Hoisted  is  unanimously  voted  Quartermaster  of  your 
battalion,  by  the  Committee  for  receiving  the  recommen- 
dations to  offices,  and  reported  this  day  ;  but  he  must  first 
be  confirmed  by  Congress,  which  I  will  push  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  then  transmit  you  his  commission. 

I  cannot  imagine  that  Congress  would  give  any  direc- 
tions respecting  the  arms  you  mention,  though  I  really  be- 
lieve if  they  be  got  without  much  disturbance,  it  would  be 
concurred  in  by  that  Assembly,  from  the  principle  of  ne- 
cessity ;  and  last  night  I  took  the  opinion  of  the  above 
Committee,  who  were  unanitnous  in  that  sentiirient.  But 
1  would  not  choose  to  be  mentioned  in  the  case,  nor  to 
have  it  done  under  colour  of  that  Committee,  unless  you 
should  be  complained  of  to  Congress  for  the  trespass;  and 
then,  as  far  as  this  letter  would  be  your  instructor,  1  give 
you  free  liberty  to  make  use  of  it  for  that  purpose. 

1  am,  my  lord,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  LivingstonI  ■ 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  I'RESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  December  23, 1775.] 

Elizabethtown,  December  19,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  new  orders  published  by 
Captain  Parker,  o(  \.\\e  Phoenix,  since  his  arrival  at  New- 
York,  all  vessels  coming  from  foreign  countries  to  that  port 
receive,  on  the  coast,  orders  to  come  into  this  Province, 


cannon,  &.c.  Yet  both  arms  and  ammunition  are  much 
wanted.  Any  merchants  who  would  venture  to  send  ships 
laden  with  those  articles,  might  make  great  profit,  such  is 
the  demand  in  every  Colony,  and  such  generous  prices  are 
and  will  be  given  ;  of  which,  and  of  the  manner  of  con- 
FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  iv.  2-3 


in  Prince's  Bay,  and  in  the  Sound  between  this  and  Am- 
boy.  Some  of  the  owners  of  them  being  apprehensive  that 
the  men-of-war  at  New-  York  may  send  their  cutters  and 
boats  to  seize  and  carry  them  off,  have  applied  to  me  for 
protection.     The  saving  a  vast  useful  proprt-ty  from  fallinir 
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into  the  hands  ofoureneniies  must  be  right.  And,  although 
i  have  no  orders  for  it,  1  shall  give  them  every  protection 
in  my  power,  until  1  receive  orders  to  the  contrary  from  the 
Congress. 

His  Honour  will  most  probably  draw  some  of  the  tenders 
flnd  smallest  ships  of  war  to  the  avenues  of  New-Jersey,  on 
this  side.  It  will  therefore  be  highly  necessary  to  have  an 
immediate  supply  of  ammunition  at  this  place,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, half  a  dozen  field-pieces,  with  some  round,  grape, 
and  canister  shot ;  we  might  then  hope  to  make  them 
quit  any  station  in  harbour,  and  the  season  of  the  year 
will  soon  make  them  quit  every  other  station. 

This  new  order  of  Captain  I'arkcrh  is  in  direct  violation 
of  act  of  Parliament,  alarms  and  rouses  the  moderate,  and 
sorely  vexes  the  Tories  of  New-  York;  their  being  obliged 
to  seek  protection  here,  and  in  proportion  as  their  property 
will  be  lodged  among  us,  their  pulses  will  beat,  and  their 
conduct  will  be  regulated.  If  this  circumstance  be  proper- 
ly managed,  1  am  in  hopes  it  will  turn  out  a  very  fortunate 
one. 

It  just  occurs  to  me  that  it  may  be  very  proper  that 
there  be  an  order  of  Congress  to  receive,  for  the  Continen- 
tal use,  all  the  ammunition  imported  in  the  vessels  that 
may  arrive  in  this  Province,  on  paying  a  moderate  price  for 
it ;  some  small  quantity  may  be  in  each,  and  every  little 
helps. 

This  moment  the  party  I  sent  out  at  the  request  of  the 
Committee  of  this  County,  are,  after  a  march  of  above  fifty 
miles,  returned  with  their  prisoners,  whom  I  shall  keep  for 
the  examination  of  the  Committee. 

With  the  highest  regard  and  esteem,  1  have  the  honour 
to  be  your  very  bumble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock. 


NEW-TOUK    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York,  on  Tuesday,  December  19,  1775, 
Present:  John  iiroome,  Chairman, 


Mr.  P.P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Abraliams, 


Colonel  Lasher, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Abeel, 
Captain  Pell, 
Mr.  Burling, 
Mr.  Ramsay. 
Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Breasted, 
Mr.  Gilbert, 
Captain  Anthony, 


Mr.  Blecker, 

Mr.  Van  Voorhies, 

Mr.  Denning, 

Colonel  Lott, 

Captain  Johnson, 

Colonel  Hyer, 

Mr.  Ray,  jun., 

Maj.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Banker, 

Mr.  Cloppjr,  Mr.  Mulligan, 

Mr.  Duyckinck,         Mr.  Roonio. 

Captain  Jancway, 


Mr.  Totten, 
Mr.  Brinkerhoff, 
Mr.  Berrien, 
Mr.  Phenix, 
Mr.  Anthony, 
Mr.  Dennis, 
Mr.  Robert  Ray, 
Mr.  Bassett, 


The  Chairman  having  informed  the  Committee  that 
there  were  several  demands  upon  this  Board,  which  have 
been  due  some  considerable  time,  requesting  they  would 
take  them  under  consideration,and  concert  some  means  for 
discharging  the  same, 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  be  authorized  to  apply  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  loan  of  one  thousand 
Pounds,  subject  to  no  interest,  and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the 
same,  and  to  engage  that  the  same  shall  be  repaid  out  of 
the  first  moneys  that  shall  be  raised  by  way  of  a  tax  in  this 
City  and  County,  for  defraying  the  necessary  charges  in- 
curred for  the  publick  services,  in  defending  our  rights  and 
privileges. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Ray  be,  and  hereby  is  ap- 
pointed Treasurer  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Daniel  Phenix,  Anthony  L.  Sleeker, 
and  William  Denning,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Auditors,  for  the  adjusting  and  settling 
such  accounts  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  become  due 
from  this  Board;  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  no  accounts 
but  such  as  are  allowed  of  by  the  said  Auditors,  or  any  two 
of  them. 

It  being  suggested  to  the  Committee  that  a  sloop,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Mercer  if  Schenck,  was  loading  with 
Provisions,  fcc, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brinkerhoff  and  Mr.  Dennis  be  a 
sub-Committee  to  wait  on  Messrs.  Mercer  ^  Schenck,  and 
know  the  purpose  for  which  the  said  sloop  is  loading,  and 
report  the  same  immediately. 

The  sub-Committee  appointed  for  the  above  purpose 
returned,  and  reported,  that  Mr.  Mercer,  one  of  the  owners 


of  the  said  sloop,  informed  them  that  she  was  bound  to 
Brunswick,  and  from  thence  to  sea ;  and  that  he  had  ob- 
tained a  Permit  from  the  New-Jersey  Provincial  Congress 
for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mercer,  within  a  convenient  time, 
produce  to  this  Committee  a  Certificate  from  the  New- Jer- 
sey Provincial  Congress,  of  his  having  expoitcd  the  said 
Provisions  by  virtue  of  a  Permit  from  the  said  Congress. 

Whereas  sundry  persons  have  been  taken  and  confined 
for  a  considerable  time,  for  want  of  an  immediate  hearing: 
To  the  intent,  therefore,  that  no  person  may  be  taken  and 
detained  in  custody  without  a  just  cause, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Totten,  Mr.  Gilbert,  John  Antho- 
ny, Captain  Fell,  and  Theophilus  Anthony,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  a  sub-Committee  to  inquire  into  the  offence  of 
Such  person  or  persons  that  may  hereafter  be  taken  and 
confined,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  discharge  him  or 
them,  unless  such  circumstances  shall  appear  as  may  ren- 
der their  further  confinement  necessary. 

Michael  Albert,  being  charged  before  this  Committee  of 
having  inlisted  men  for  the  Ministerial  army,  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  ;  and  upon  his  examination,  says  he 
was  intoxicated  when  he  made  the  declaration  for  which 
he  was  apprehended. 

Edward  White  and  John  Moore,  charged  of  the  like 
offence,  were  also  brought  before  the  Committee,  who 
declared  their  innocence  in  the  facts  alledged  against 
them. 

No  sufficient  proof  appearing  to  the  Committee  to  con- 
vict the  above  persons  of  the  facts  laid  to  their  charge, 
Ordered,  That  they  be  discharged. 
John  Blackler  having  been  confined  for  some  time  at  the 
Upper  Barracks,  was  this  evening  examined  before  this 
Board.  It  appeared,  by  his  confession,  that  he  had  been 
several  weeks  on  board  the  Asia,  man-of-war;  that  his 
intention  was  to  procure  a  passage  to  Boston,  and  from 
thence  to  England,  and  for  that  purpose  requested  the 
assistance  of  Governour  Try  on ;  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
enter  into  the  Ministerial  army,  unless  he  could  get  the 
office  he  formerly  had,  (a  Lieutenant,)  which  was  a  thou- 
sand to  one  against  him  ;  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  his 
intention  to  go  to  England  by  the  way  of  Boston,  as  he 
could  not  readily  get  a  passage  from  this  place;  that  he 
did  not  desire  a  commission  in  the  army,  (meaning  the 
Ministerial  army;)  that  he  took  refuge  on  board  the  man- 
of-war  to  avoid  being  taken  and  confined  for  debt. 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  Mr.  Blackr 
ler's  case,  are  of  opinion  that  the  law  passed  by  the  late 
Provincial  Congress  for  this  Colony,  does  not  authorize 
this  Board  to  determine  thereon. 

The  question  being  then  put,  whether  Blackler  be 
remanded  to  the  Guard-House,  and  a  state  of  his  case  be 
represented  to  the  Provincial  Congress?  carried  unani- 
mously in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  Chairman  represent  a 
state  of  Mr.  Blackler's  case  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  this  Committee,  for  the  future,  be  warn- 
ed to  meet  at  five  o'clock. 


GOVERNOUB  COOKE  TO  GENER.\L  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  December  19,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  17th,  which 
I  have  laid  before  the  General  Committee.  Should  the 
force  sailed  from  Boston  be  destined  for  Rhode-Island,  I 
tremble  for  the  consequences,  as  the  Colony,  in  its  present 
exhausted  state,  cannot,  without  assistance,  defend  the 
island.  At  their  unanimous  request,  I  apply  to  your  Ex- 
cellency for  a  detachment  from  the  Continental  Army  of 
one  regiment,  to  be  stationed  upon  Rhode-Island,  and  that 
you  would  please  to  appoint  a  General  officer  to  take  the 
command  of  the  whole  force  there.  They  also  desired  me 
to  inform  you  that  General  Lee  will  be  very  acceptable  to 
the  Colony,  and  to  request  that  the  General  officer  who 
may  be  appointed,  may  set  out  immediately  to  take  the 
command  of  the  troops  upon  the  island,  and  put  it  in  the 
best  posture  of  defence.  We  have  at  Head-quarters  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  shall  immediately  place  on 
there  about  four  hundred  more,  and  hold  as  many  more  in 
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readiness  as  possible.     I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  im- 
portance of  the  island,  and  the  inability  of  the  Colony. 
I  am,  in  great  haste,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
His  Excellency  General  fVashinglon. 

Captain  H'allace  hath  hinted  to  some  of  his  friends  that 
he  expects  a  reinforcement  daily. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  December  19,  1775. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  you  of  this  date,  the  letter  herewith 
enclosed  was  put  into  my  hands  by  Mr.  Eustace,  who  is  in 
part  the  subject  of  it.  Thinking  it  necessary  that  you 
should  be  acquainted  with  the  contents,  and  a  safe  oppor- 
tunity offering  by  Mr.  Incin,  I  do  myself  the  honour  of 
enclosing  it,  to  show  more  fully  to  Congress  the  views  of 
Lord  Dunmore. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress, 


LORD  DUNMORE  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

On  board  the  Dunmore,  off  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
December  2,  1775. 


i 

Dear  General:  The  bearer  of  this,  whose  name  is 
John  Eustace,  is  the  son  of  an  unfortunate  widow  gentle- 
woman in  this  country.  1  have  had  the  charge  of  him  for 
these  three  years  past,  and  have  given  him  the  best  educa- 
tion this  country  could  afford.  He  is  a  very  good  Latin 
scholar;  of  exceeding  good  spirit  and  quick  parts;  of  ex- 
cellent temper  and  good  disposition  ;  has  conceived  a  great 
desire  to  go  into  the  army.  I  have  therefore  to  entreat 
you  when  an  opportunity  offers,  to  give  him  a  commission, 
and  1  think  he  will  do  me  no  discredit,  and  you  much  ser- 
vice. If  you  are  kind  enough  to  employ  him,  I  should  be 
much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  recommend  him  to  some 
prudent  officer,  who  would  take  the  trouble  now  and  then 
to  give  him  a  little  good  advice  ;  for  the  only  fault  1  know 
in  him  (if  fault  it  can  be  called  in  a  boy)  is  that  he  is  a 
little  too  volatile. 

Pray  spare  us  some  troops,  if  you  can  possibly  do  it  con- 
sistent with  your  orders ;  even  the  recruits  of  the  Four- 
teenth Regiment  would  be  of  service  to  us.  Those  ordered 
from  St.  Augustine  are  not  yet  arrived,  though  hourly  ex- 
pected. Was  the  whole  regiment  here,  I  think  we  should 
be  able  to  do  some  good.  1  have  sent  you  a  sloop  with 
some  Indian  corn,  oats,  and  a  few  Irish  potatoes,  all  of 
which  he  told  me  (I  mean  Major  Connolly)  were  much 
wanted.  I  could  have  sent  you  any  quantity  of  oats,  such 
as  they  are,  if  I  could  have  got  a  larger  vessel.  I.  wish  to 
God  I  had  some  of  your  Light-Horse  here.  This  is  a  fine 
country  for  them  to  act  in,  and  food  of  all  kinds  in  great 
abundance,  for  both  men  and  horses.  A  winter  campaign 
would  reduce,  without  the  smallest  doubt,  the  whole  of  this 
Southern  Continent  to  a  perfect  state  of  obedience.  One 
essential  service  it  would  render  you,  which  is,  that  I  could 
supply  your  army  and  navy  with  every  necessary  of  life, 
and  that  in  the  greatest  abundance,  which  is  more  than  any 
other  Colony  on  the  Continent  could  do. 

I  ever  am,  dear  General,  most  sincerely  yours, 

Dunmore. 
To  General  Howe,  Boston. 

MEMORANDUM  BV  GENERAL  WASHINGTON'S  SECRETARY. 

Cambridge,  December  19,  1775. 

To  Jonathan  Glover,  Ksq.,  Marblehead  : 

Ordered  to  deliver  up  the  vessels  sent  into  Marblehead 
by  Broughton  and  Selman  to  their  owners. 


There  have  not  arrived  any  troops  since  my  last  by  the 
Tartar  frigate,  leaving  this  tiie  16th  instant ;  but  the  store- 
ships,  (^Thames,  Laird;  Friendship,  Miller;  Britannia, 
White;  Generous  Planter,  Calsc,)  as  per  margin,  have 
got  in  with  most  seasonable  supplies,  although  tiie  live' 
stork  met  with  worse  fate  than  could  have  been  suspected,, 
from  the  great  care  that  had  been  taken.  As  their  cargoes 
are  not  yet  landed,  I  cannot  render  a  more  particular  ac- 
count ;  but  from  all  the  reports  received,  the  merchants 
employed  have  been  most  attentive  to  their  engagements. 
I  am  concerned  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  the 
authority  of  the  Rebel  commander  to  believe  Brigadier 
Prescott  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  and  re- 
port says  that  General  Carleton,  with  the  whole  Province 
of  Canada,  has  shared  the  same  fate.  Having  no  commu- 
nication with  Canada  at  present,  I  cannot  determine  upon 
the  degree  of  credit  this  intelligence  deserves,  but  am  hope- 
ful that  the  latter  is  not  true.  However,  Mr.  Washington, 
commanding  the  Rebel  army,  presuming  upon  the  number 
and  rank  of  the  prisoners  in  his  possession,  has  threatened 
retaliation  in  point  of  treatment  to  any  prisoners  of  theirs 
in  our  power,  and  proposes  an  exchange,  which  is  a  circum- 
stance I  shall  not  answer  in  positive  terms,  nor  shall  I  enter 
upon  such  a  measure  without  the  King's  orders.  Your 
Lordship  has  enclosed  a  publication,  extracted  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in  reference  to  His 
Majesty's  Proclamation  of  23d  August  last,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  which  Mr.  Washington  seems  to  have  founded 
his  threats. 

The  small  quantity  of  salt  provisions  in  store  here  has 
induced  me  to  send  an  armed  transport  to  St.  Eustatia,  for 
a  supply  of  that  article,  understanding  the  markets  there 
are  glutted  with  provisions ;  by  which  means  I  flatter  my- 
self, should  the  victuallers  ordered  here  be  disappointed  in 
making  their  voyages  in  time,  that  we  shall  secure  a  suffi- 
cient resource  until  some  of  them  do  arrive. 

I  have  also,  on  consultation  with  the  Admiral, ordered  two 
transports  to  be  fitted  out  with  the  utmost  despatch,  to  sail 
under  convoy  of  the  Scarborough,  man-of-war,  and  tuo 
armed  schooners,  with  directions  to  have  them  loaded  with 
rice  at  Savannah,  by  the  assistance  of  Sir  James  Wright ; 
and  if,  in  going  or  returning,  they  should  fall  in  with  any 
ships  having  a  quantity  of  this  article  on  board,  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Scarborough  will  have  orders  to  seize  and  send 
them  here  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  navy,  and  inhabi- 
tants. In  these  ships  I  propose  sending  two  hundred  ma- 
rines, under  the  commaiid  of  a  field-officer;  and  in  the 
whole  of  this  proceeding,  I  trust  I  shall  have  your  Lord- 
ship's sanction,  being  guided  by  motives  arising  from  my 
regard  to  the  interest  and  necessity  of  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice. I  have  communicated  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  of  this  date,  an  exact  account 
of  all  the  steps  I  have  taken  relative  to  the  aforementioned 
purposes. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &ic.,  W.  Howe. 

To  Lord  Dunmore. 


UAJOa-GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE   EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH, 

Boston,  December  19,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  embrace  the  opportunity  of  an  officer  who 
has  tny  leave  to  go  to  Britain  in  a  private  sliip,  suddenly 
ordered  there,  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  I  have  ad- 
vice of  Colonel  Eyre  Massey  being  arrived  at  Halifax  with 
his  reoiment,  and  that  I  have  been  induced,  on  this  occasion, 
to  countermand  my  orders  for  six  companies  of  the  Sixty- 
Fifth  Regiment,  now  lying  in  NantasJcet-Road,  to  proceed 
to  that  place. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Maryland,  December  20,  1775. 

My  Lord;  If  constitutional  allegiance  to  my  King,  a 
warm  attachment  to  my  country,*  and  the  most  sanguine 
emotions  for  peace  and  permanent  union  between  the 
parent  State  and  her  Colonies,  will  sufficiently  expiate  for 
epistolatory  freedom,  permit  a  Minister  of  the  King  of 
Kings  to  address  a  Minister  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  Ireland,  and  ^ or th- America ;  for  it  is  the  lan- 
guage of  my  soul,  that  the  precious  American  jewel  may 
speedily  and  immoveably  be  set  in  the  most  effulgent  dia- 
dem. 

Your  Lordship  sustains  a  two-fold  character :  a  soldier 
of  the  Lord  of  Lords,  and  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the  North- 
ern Department,  under  our  rightful  Sovereign.  High  and 
honourable  offices,  indeed.  But  every  soldier  is  not  an  in- 
trepid warrior ;  or,  as  a  noble  lord  once  expressed  it,  "  there 
are  many  professors,  but  few  possessors  ;"  nor  is  every  ser- 
vant of  the  Crown  infallible.  In  both  these,  every  man  at 
best  is  but  a  fallible  being.  This  doctrine  your  Lordship 
once  loved,  being  then  a  real  follower  of  the  Lamb ;  for  I 
well  remember  several  opportunities,  and  the  happy  and 
precious  moments  of  each,  when  we  bowed  together  at  tha^ 
•  Born  in  the  city  of  Oxford. 
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sacred  altar;*  at  which,  when  I  beheld  a  right  honourable 
communicant,  with  his  livery  servants  on  bis  right  hand 
and  left,  my  soid  was  raised  almost  to  ii)e  third  heaven, 
and  my  spirits  filled  with  evangelical  love ;  for  not  many 
mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  truly  godly.  As  your  Lord- 
ship's condescension  was  so  laudable,  honourable,  and  scrip- 
tural, as  to  appear  a  professor  of  Christianity,  a  witness  for 
God,  and  the  truly  humble  soul,  I  trust  and  firmly  believe 
that  "  the  most  fine  gold  is  not  yet  become  dijn."  To  whom, 
then,  shall  I  write  or  speak,  in  behalf  of  liic  miserable  con- 
vulsed empire  ;  for  your  I^ordship,  hath,  I  trust,  eternal  life 
at  heart,  and  everlasting  felicity,  by  faith,  in  full  view. 

The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  say,  that  they  have  a 
right  to  tax  or  bind  \.\\e  Americans  in  all  cases  whatsoever ; 
to  which  they  answer,  "  As  they  were  born  free,  free  they 
will  be  or  die."  And  upon  many  of  their  hats  t'lere  is  this 
motto:  "  Freedom  or  death  ;"  upon  others,  "Got/  and  our 
rights." 

Since  the  battle  oi  Lexington ,  I  have  been  twice  in  eight 
of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  namely  :  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Bfiode- Island,  Connecticut,  New-  York,  JScw- Jersey, 
Femisyhania,  Neiccastle,  Sic-jf  and  Maryland ;  all  which, 
except  iVei/J- yorfc,  are  almost  unanimous  in  the  voice  of 
liberty.  Indeed,  none  (save  a  few  officers  under  the  Crown) 
are  willing  to  be  bound  by  tiie  British  Parliament  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  The  Americans  declare,  a  master  can 
lay  no  greater  burden  on  a  slave  than  to  bind  him  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  These  things  the  United  Colonies  bnve 
imbibed,  and  before  this  can  reuch  your  Lordship,  Canada 
will,  in  all  human  probability,  be  added  to  the  thirteen  ; 
for  St.  John's  and  Montreal  have,  upon  capitulation,  sur- 
rendered, and  the  rest  of  the  Province,  in  every  other  re- 
spect, bids  fair  for  a  general  surrender,  or  subjection  to  the 
American  side.  In  New-  York  City  and  Province,  although 
there  are,  I  verily  believe,  more  friends  to  Government,  as 
they  call  themselves,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  Colonies  to- 
gether can  produce,  yet  in  the  City  and  Province  there  is 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question  a  majority  large  enough 
to  subdue  them  at  any  time  ;  for  instance,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
some  of  these  friends  appeared  in  the  Province  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  American  voice,  whereon  a  small  party  went 
out  immediately,  who  subdued  and  disarmed  them.  These 
friends,  my  Lord,  are  not  worthy  of  the  appellation ;  they 
are  only  sycophants.  They  Hatter  with  their  lips  and  pens, 
and  deceive,  1  fear,  your  Lordship  and  others  in  Adminis- 
tration, from  packet  to  packet.  They  have  repeatedly  in- 
sinuated that  the  New-England  Governments  have  nothing 
else  in  view  but  independence.  It  is  totally  repugnant  to 
truth.  Before  the  sword  was  drawn,  there  could  not  pos- 
sibly be  greater  loyalists.  In  the  year  1769, 1  arrived  first 
in  America,  and  they  daily  manifested  what  loving  subjects 
they  were  ;  and  the  dissenting  clergy,  also,  in  every  oppor- 
tunity, were  particularly  anxious  to  invoke  the  gre^X  Jeho- 
vah in  behalf  of  their  dread  sovereign,  of  whom  they  speak 
in  terms  the  most  palhetick ;  also  for  all  Governours  and 
officers,  as  well  as  for  others,  that  peace  and  happiness, 
truth  and  justice,  religion  and  piety,  might  still  be  and 
flourish  under  his  sceptre.  Add  to  this,  I  justly  may,  the 
several  conversations  I  have  had  with,  and  the  private 
prayers  I  have  heard  by  those  gentlemen,  concerning  His 
Majesty,  his  crown  and  dignity;  with  all  which  every  loy- 
alist could  but  be  perfectly  well  pleased.  To  these  facts, 
my  Lord,  I  have  not  only  been  an  ear-witness  in  one  Colo- 
ny, but  in  many;  nay,  even  in  Massachusetts- Bay  and  her 
capital. 

Now,  my  Lord,  for  Christ's  sake  attend  faithfully. 

About  two  months  ago,  I  viewed  the  camps,  Roxbury 
and  Cambridge.  The  lines  of  both  are  impregnable;  with 
forts  (many  of  which  are  bomb-proof)  and  redoubts,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  all  in  a  direction,  are  about  twenty  miles  ; 
the  breastworks  of  a  proper  height,  and  in  many  places 
seventeen  feet  in  thickness  ;  the  trenches  wide  and  deep  in 
proportion,  before  which  lay  forked  impediments  ;  and  many 
of  the  forts,  in  every  respect,  are  perfectly  ready  for  bat- 
tle. The  whole,  in  a  word,  an  admiration  to  every  spec- 
tator;  for  verily  their  fortifications  appear  to  be  the  works 
of  seven  years,  instead  of  about  as  many  months.  At  these 
camps  are  about  twenty  thousand  men,  well  disciplined. 

»Of  Ihn  Loch.Chapel. 

t  Alllioiigh  NeH)ca»llt,  &c.,  balonj;  to  Pennfyhnnin,  yot  as  thoy  in 
Acscmbly  are  distinctly  represented,  and  also  in  the  Congress,  those 
X>>uaties  therefuro  arc  viewed  as  and  called  one  of  the  United  Coloniei. 


The  Generals  and  other  officers,  in  all  their  military  under- 
takings, solid,  discreet,  and  courageous ;  the  men  daily 
raving  for  action,  and  seemingly  void  of  fear.  There  are 
many  floating  batteries,  and  also  batteaus  in  abundance; 
besides  this  strength,  ten  thousand  militia  are  ordered  in 
that  Government  to  appear  on  the  first  summons.  Provi- 
sions and  money  there  are  very  plenty,  and  the  soldiers 
faithfully  paid.  The  army  in  great  order,  and  very  healthy, 
and  about  six  weeks  ago  lodged  in  comfortable  barracks. 
Chaplains  constantly  attend  the  camps,  morning  and  night ; 
prayers  as  often  offered  up  for  peace  and  reconciliation, 
and  the  soldiers  very  attentive.  The  roads,  at  the  time  I 
viewed  the  cam|)s,  were  almost  lined  with  spectators,  and 
thousands  with  me  can  declare  the  above,  respecting  the 
camps,  to  be  a  just  description.  But,  my  Lord,  I  have 
more  facts  to  mention. 

A  Continental  and  Provincial  currencies,  to  facilitate  this 
great  undertaking,  are  emitted,  which  circulate  freely,  and 
are  daily  exciianged  for  silver  and  gold.  Their  harbours 
by  the  S[)ring  will  swarm  with  privateers.  An  Admiral  is 
appoint(!d,  a  court  established,  and  the  3d  instant,  the 
Continental  flag  on  board  the  Black  Prince,  opposite  Phi- 
ladelphia, was  hoisted.  Many  of  the  Captains  of  those 
vessels,  in  the  last  war,  [iroved  their  intrepidity  to  the 
world  by  their  prizes,  and  some  of  them  have  already 
taken  many  valuable  prizes  which  Government  had  order- 
ed to  Boston,  and  thereby  must  have  much  distressed  the 
troops;  all  which  the  prints  will  particularize. 

The  appointment  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Con- 
gresses and  Committees,  your  Lordship,  without  doubt,  be- 
fore now  must  be  fully  acquainted  with.  These  sets  of 
gentlemen,  by  virtue  of  the  great  privileges  with  which  the 
Colonies  have  entrusted  them,  claim  now  the  following  pre- 
rogatives over  the  United  Colonies:  The  Continental  Con- 
gress is  over  all,  under  the  King;  the  Provincials  over  the 
Committees,  and  the  Committees  over  the  Counties.  The 
Congresses  and  Committees  have  so  raised  and  regulated 
the  militia  and  minute-men,  whom  they  have  raised  almost 
in  every  County,  that  they  make  in  every  city  and  town 
the  most  warlike  appearance.  Saltpetre  is  made  in  abun- 
dance, and  powder-mills  constantly  employed  in  many 
Provinces,  and  many  believe  that  there  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Americans  powder  enough  for  three  years. 
This,  to  me,  is  very  obvious.  Soon  after  General  Gage 
collected  the  troops  from  the  several  Provinces  into  one 
body  at  Boston,  the  Congresses  ordered  all  the  shop- 
keepers not  to  sell  their  powder  to  fowlers  and  hunters, 
but  to  keep  the  same  for  tlie  use  of  the  Colonies;  which, 
in  general,  was  faithfully  observed.  Before  this,  a  person 
might  get  a  large  quantity  of  powder  almost  at  every  large 
store  or  merchant's  shop,  in  every  city,  town,  and  county, 
on  the  Continent.  Now,  all  this  collected  together,  and 
what  the  mills  have  made,  together  with  the  great  quan- 
tities taken  at  St.  John's,  Montreal,  other  forts,  and  on  the 
seas,  must  make  an  immense  quantity ;  add  to  this,  the 
constant  employment  of  the  mills,  and  a  great  number  of 
privateers  faithfully  looking  out  for  yours.  And,  my  Lord, 
Iiow  is  it  possible  for  all  store-ships  to  escape  a  fleet  so 
large,  which  at  this  time,  I  firmly  believe,  is  composed  of 
fifty  sail,  and  by  next  spring  1  shall  not  marvel  if  their 
fleet  be  doubled. 

Iron  guns  of  the  best  quality  have  been  made  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  as  they  have  plenty  of  iron  and  lead  mines,  they 
can  make  what  quantity  of  cannon,  shot,  and  bullets  they 
please.  But  Administration  have  lately  supplied  them  with 
a  very  valuable  assortment  of  such  stores.*  Rifles,  infi- 
nitely better  than  those  imported,  are  daily  made  in  many 
places  in  Pennsylvania,  and  all  the  gunsmiths  every  where 
constantly  employed.  In  this  country,  tny  Lord,  the  boys, 
as  soon  as  they  can  discharge  a  gun,  frequently  exercise 
themselves  therewith,  some  a  fowling,  and  others  a  hunt- 
ing. The  great  quantities  of  game,  the  many  kinds,  and 
the  great  privileges  of  killing,  make  the  Americans  the  best 
tnarksmen  in  the  world,  and  thousands  support  their  fami- 
lies principally  by  the  same,  particulaily  riflemen  on  the 
frontiers,  whose  objects  are  deer  and  turkies.  In  marching 
through  woods,  one  thousand  of  these  riflemen  would  cut 
to  pieces  ten  thousand  of  your  best  troops.  I  don't,  my 
Lord,  speak  at  random,  or  write  partially.  I  have  travelled 
too  much  among  these  men  to  be  insensible  of  their  abili- 
»  Store. vessels  bound  to  Boston,  taken  by  the  Continental  Captains. 
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ties.  O,  my  Lord  !  if  your  Lordsiiip  knew  but  one  half 
what  I  know  u{  America,  your  Lordship  would  not  persist, 
but  be  instantly  for  peace,  or  resign.  But,  my  Lord,  con- 
strue tiiis  epistle  as  you  please  ;  nevertheless,  my  meaning 
is  that  it  should  not  in  the  least  convey,  or  even  hint  any 
thing  about  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  unhappy  dispute. 
Many  great  and  celebrated  writers  have  moved  every  net  ve, 
but  hitherto  in  vain.  What  then  can  I  do,  who  am  but  a 
babe?  Not  much,  truly.  But  when  a  house  is  in  flames, 
all  run  without  distinction,  some  with  buckets,  some  with 
grapplings,  and  others  with  engines,  wishing  they  provi- 
dentially may  extinguish  the  6re.  Now,  my  Lord,  the  Bri- 
tish empire  is  really  in  flames.  I  cannot,  therefore,  be 
inactive.  Suffer,  then,  the  insignificant  with  tlie  most  sig- 
nificant, to  help  forward  with  something.  I  present,  there- 
fore, for  your  Lordship's  acceptance,  an  engine  of  facts. 
The  carved  works  are  but  homely  ;  but  the  essential  parts 
are  sound  and  substantial.  Try  them  lawfully  and  faith- 
fully, and  I,  by  God's  permission,  will  pledge  my  life  they 
will  stand  the  test.  Facts  are  at  all  times  proof  against 
the  most  inveterate  foes.  By  way  of  appurtenances,  I 
must  add:  Up  the  North  river,  in  the  Province  of  A'ew- 
York,  there  is  erected  an  impregnable  fort,  against  which 
vessels  cannot  possibly,  many  minutes,  survive.  In  the 
New-England  Governments,  batteries  are  already  made 
before  most  of  the  sea-ports.  The  minute-men  before 
mentioned,  like  firemen,  have  all  things  proper  and  ready 
to  attend  on  the  first  alarm.  The  American  coast,  long  as 
it  is,  both  by  land  and  sea,  is  faithfully  watched,  and  posts 
are  every  where  established.  Whether,  therefore.  Admi- 
nistration have  in  view  the  east  or  west  of  the  continent,  it 
matters  not.  Set  but  a  foot  ashore  to  execute  their  plan, 
and  the  same  will  instantly  find  enemies.  Nay,  let  thou- 
sands be  landed,  and  they  will  immediately  find  swarms  of 
foes ;  for  the  electrical  posts,  riding  day  and  night,  will  soon 
make  them  sensible  thereof.  My  Lord,  Administration 
have  not  one  friend  they  can  call  theirs,  in  every  respect, 
that  is  a  resident  among  the  Americans.  They  have  seve- 
ral, it  is  true,  who  for  sordid  gain  act  under  the  rose ;  but 
wo  to  them  if  they  should  be  discovered.  Many  examples 
have  been  already  made,  and  this  ma^'  be  relied  on,  that 
in  a  few  months,  as  ways  and  means  are  now  under  consi- 
deration. Administration  will,  in  every  respect,  in  America, 
be  friendless.  The  destroying  of  Falmouth,  and  Lord  Dun- 
more's  Proclamation,  proclaiming  a  jubilee  to  the  slaves 
and  convicts  in  Virginia,  provided  they  repair  to  the  royal 
standard  in  due  time,  have  exasperated  the  Americans  be- 
yond description,  and  made  the  breach  infinitely  wider.  A 
few  days  ago,  his  Lordship's  party  was  repulsed  with  great 
loss.  His  Lordship,  my  Lord,  can  do  nothing  but  cause 
the  men  and  treasure,  now  under  his  command,  to  be  sac- 
rificed and  expended  in  vain  ;  for  he  is  surrounded  by  hun- 
dreds of  the  best  riflemen,  who  have  driven  his  troops  out 
of  their  intrenchments,  &ic.  Most,  if  not  all,  by  this  time, 
of  His  Majesty's  Governours  are  afloat,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  fulfilling  your  Lordship's  commands.* 

The  most  celebrated  military  authors  are  reprinted  for 
the  use  of  the  young  officers,  that  they  may  be  furnished 
with  every  prerequisite  against  spring.  The  ship-carpen- 
ters are  very  busy  in  getting  the  rest  of  the  privateers 
ready,  and  also  other  hands  to  equip  them  wholly  for 
sailing. 

Now,  right  honourable  sir,  what  will  you  do  ?  Where 
will  your  Lordship  look?  Where  can  Administration  fix 
their  ideas  with  the  least  view  of  success?  Say,  my  Lord, 
that  their  troops  are  good  ;  ihe  Americans  have  again  and 
again  repulsed  them.  Not  one  plan  of  Administration  hath 
had  the  wished-for  success ;  in  general  they  have  turned 
out  abortive.  Say,  further,  that  twenty  or  thirty  thousand, 
nay,  double  the  numbers,  shall  be  sent  to  subdue  the.^me- 
ricans.  Twenty  thousand  (descending  to  the  camp  phrase) 
may  nearly  serve  for  a  breakfast,  or  rather  do  for  a  relish, 
and  so  from  time  to  time  British  troops  may  be  transported 
for  the  American  sacrifice.  But  Administration  can  destroy 
all  their  sea-ports.  I  reply,  a  few  months  ago  they  might 
have  wrought  such  devastation,  but  now  they  will  find  it 
impracticable.  Some  harbours  are  blocked  up,  batteries 
before  others  erected  as  above-mentioned,  and  when  the 
icy  impediments  are  dissolved  in  their  harbours,  no  marvel, 

♦Each  riding  at  anchor  before  his  Govcrnmant,  or  as  near  as  conve- 
nionce  will  admit. 


my  Lord,  if  some  of  the  British  armament,  as  well  as 
transports  or  store-ships,  be  taken.  About  an  hundred 
privateers,  with  the  most  intrepid  marines,  and  those  per- 
sons who  last  natural  war  immortalized  their  names,  again 
chosen  for  captains,  are,  touching  their  schemes,  no  con- 
temptible enemy  by  sea.  Convinced  I  am  fully,  that  an 
hundred  thousand  of  the  best  troops  £urope  can  raise  will 
not  subdue  the  Americans,  nor  make  them  acquiesce  in 
the  Parliamentary  claims.  Let  Government  say  what  they 
please  in  favour  of  their  forces,  remember,  my  Lord,  the 
Americans  have  just  such  blood,  the  like  courage,  the 
same  spirits,  and  are  equal  in  colour  and  stature,  and  as 
well  disciplined.  Some  of  their  fathers,  grandfathers,  and 
great-grandfathers,  are  to  British  dust  returned,  and  in 
silent  repose,  while  their  sons  and  grandsons  are  struggling 
for  their  birth-rights  ;  for  they  traditionally  or  constitution- 
ally retain  the  idea  of  liberty,  and  with  him  of  old  say, 
"God  forbid  that  we  should  sell  the  inheritance  of  our 
fathers." 

Whether  this  will  be  believed  or  not,  I  don't  know;  but 
one  thing  1  know,  albeit  the  King  requesteth,  nevertheless, 
like  Naboth,  they  will  resist  even  unto  death.  Blessed  be 
God,  we  have  no  Jezebel  to  stir  up  His  Majesty  ;  for  his 
consort  is  the  best  of  queens,  and  as  such  the  Americans 
extol  Her  Majesty  daily.  Perhaps,  my  Lord,  this  may  be 
viewed  as  partiality  ;  but  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  I  write 
from  conviction,  and  not  from  a  partial  spirit.  If  I  am 
charged  any  where  herein  with  partiality,  (as  it  is  most 
natural  and  also  very  fashionable  now  to  act  the  sycophant, 
where  one's  interest  is,)  I  certainly  flatter  your  Lordship, 
as  1  fear  too  many  have  ;  for  I  have  no  interest  nor  kin- 
dred here,  nor  hopes  of  interest  lor,  or  reward  for  any 
thing  of  this  nature  that  I  have  done  or  can  do.  But  I 
have  immense  hopes  and  views.  My  time  here  is  very 
short ;  and  ere  long  I  shall  be  in  a  world  of  spirits,  where 
the  most  noble,  the  right  honourable,  and  reverend,  persons 
must  all  appear.  1  know  not,  therefore,  how  to  give  flat- 
tering titles  unto  man ;  for  in  so  doing,  my  Maker  would 
soon  take  me  away. 

If  figuratively  two  persons  may  represent  both  parties 
in  dispute,  there  is  a  striking  similarity  in  sacred  writ,  with 
which  your  Lordship  is  perfectly  acquainted,  and  by  which 
I  beg  permission  to  mention  the  following  things : 

I  view  both  sides,  as  to  their  precious  blood,  as  good  old 
Jacob  viewed  his  sons,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  and  am  equal- 
ly with  him  unwilling  that  either  should  be  slain.  If  the 
British  troops  must  be  represented  by  the  elder  brother, 
grieved  to  my  very  heart  I  must  be  to  hear  that  he  is  sac- 
rificed;  and  if  the  American  forces  may  be  compared  to 
the  younger,  I  shall  equally  lament  his  death.  May  God 
of  his  infinite  mercy  save  both  by  a  speedy  accommoda- 
tion. Benjamin  hath  repeatedly  petitioned  Joseph  for  re- 
dress of  grievances;  but  Joseph  would  not  receive  his 
petitions,  but  made  himself  strange,  and  spake  roughly 
unto  him,  charging  him  with  having  and  holding  unjustly 
Pharaoh's  cup,*  of  which  the  poor  lad  is  perfectly  inno- 
cent. O !  that  Joseph  would  take  Benjamin  in  his  arms, 
and  embrace  him,  for  they  are  brothers.  M  Benjamin  have 
erred,  let  the  age  and  wisdom  of  Joseph  overlook  and  ob- 
literate all.  Let  him  no  longer  refrain,  but  fall  on  his  neck 
and  kiss  him,  and  let  love  and  virtue  reunite  them.  As 
Joseph  embraced  and  owned  Benjamin  as  his  brother,  and 
returned  his  money,  so  let  the  parent  State  embrace  and 
own  the  Colonies  without  fee  or  reward,  and  instantly  the 
sword  on  both  sides  will  be  sheathed  ;  and  then  Benjamin 
as  usual  will  go  and  carry  corn  and  money  to  Joseph,  and 
take  his  superb  clothing  in  exchange.  But  \[  Joseph  will 
yet  refrain,  and  not  be  reconciled,  Benjamin  is  determined 
to  clothe  himself  with  his  own  wool,  and  keep  his  money, 
and  send  his  corn  to  other  merchantmen.  Let  facts,  my 
Lord,  apologize  for  prolixity.  I  will  conclude  now  with  a 
few  lines. 

The  Americans  may  be  led  with  a  hair ;  but  they  have 
too  much  English  blood  in  them,  are  too  well  disciplined 
and  too  numerous,  to  be  driven  even  by  an  hundred  thou- 
sand of  the  best  forces  Government  can  raise.  Where 
Government  can  produce  one  thousand  on  the  Continent, 
America,  with  as  much  ease  and  expense,  can  produce  ten 
thousand  in  opposition  ;  for  men,  women,  and  children,  are 
against  the  proceedings  of  Administration  throughout  the 
*  Not  rendering  unto  Casar  the  things  which  be  Caaar't. 
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WILLIAM  BAKTLETT  TO  GSNERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  Decembor  20,  1775. 

^  Sir:  I  liereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours,  per 
Colonel  Glover,  together  with  the  two  thousand  dollars; 
also  sundry  letters  since,  concerning  giving  to  the  prisoners 
their  private  property  ;  which  orders,  your  Excellency  may 
depend  on,  shall  be  punctually  obeyed,  with  pleasure,  for 
it  always  has  been  very  disagreeable  to  me  that  any  thing 
should  be  taken  from  them,  and  have  done  my  utmost  to 
prevent  it ;  but  it  has  been  impracticable ;  which  I  hope 
your  Excellency  has  heard,  from  different  hands,  to  your 
satisfaction.  Also  your  order  with  regard  to  the  corn  and 
oats  on  board  the  sloop  Betsy,  together  with  Thomas  Mif- 
flin, Esquire's,  order  for  the  same.  Colonel  Glover  has 
since  arrived  here;  who  informs  me  that  Mr.  Miffiin  will 
not  give  so  much  as  the  cargo  will  sell  for  here ;  and  that 
your  Excellency  is  willing  1  should  dispose  of  it  at  this 
place.     I  shall  therefore  wait  your  Excellency's  orders. 

I  have  unloaded  the  brigantine  Hannah,  and  stowed  her 
cargo  at  Salem  bridge.  The  coals  out  of  the  Concord  go 
off  very  slow,  on  account  of  the  price  of  teams.  The  butter 
taken  out  of  her  would  sell  exceeding  well  here,  if  your 
Excellency  would  think  proper  to  give  me  orders  to  dispose 
of  it.  The  porter  on  board  the  ship  Jenny  is  of  an  inferior 
quality.     I  desire  your  Excellency's  orders  concerning  it. 

Am  in  haste, with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
roost  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Bartlett. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GENERAL  GREENE  TO  JACOB  GREENE. 

Prospoct-Hill,  December  20,  1775. 

Wallace,}  hear,  continues  a  thorn  in  your  side  ;  burning 
and  destroying  wherever  he  can  get  an  opportunity.  It  is 
to  me  a  most  astonishing  thing  that  the  Committee  of  New- 
port are  desirous  of  nourishing  such  a  serpent  in  the  bosom 
of  the  country.  If  his  depredations  were  to  cease  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  there  might  be  some  small  reason  for 
listening  to  his  propositions.  But,  for  him  to  obtain  his 
supplies,  and  grant  an  indemnity  only  to  the  town  of  New- 
port, is  sacrificing  the  rest  of  the  Province  to  the  benefit  of 
that  town  only ;  for  he  will  be  continually  committing  pira- 
cies upon  all  the  islands  and  shores  that  he  can  get  footing 
upon.  1  think  Wallace's  conduct  has  been  such,  from  the 
insults  and  abuses  he  has  offered  to  Government,  that  it  is 
highly  dishonourable  to  have  any  further  intercourse  or  com- 
merce with  him.  Besides,  these  separate  treaties  weaken 
the  chain  of  connection  and  injure  the  general  interests  of 
the  Continent.  We  must  expect  to  make  partial  sacrifices 
for  the  publick  good.  1  love  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island, 
and  have  ever  had  a  very  great  affection  for  the  town  of 
Newport ;  but  I  am  not  so  attached  to  either  as  to  be  will- 
ing to  injure  the  common  cause  for  their  particular  benefit. 

It  is  a  very  great  unhappiness  that  such  a  division  of  sen- 
timent in  political  matters  prevails  in  the  Colony;  it  dis- 
tracts her  councils  and  weakens  her  exertions.  The  Com- 
mittee in  the  town  o{  Newport,  you  say,  seem  inclined  to 
counteract  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  the  Government.  It 
is  astonishing  that  ancient  prejudices  and  selfish  motives 
should  prevail,  at  a  time  when  every  thing  that  is  dear  and 
valuable  is  at  stake.  I  hear  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
port are  very  jealous  of  the  views  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence ;  fearing  that  the  latter  has  in  view  the  destruction  of 
Nevaport,  for  their  own  private  advantage.  I  cannot  har- 
bour a  thought  so  derogatory  to  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Newport,  as  to  suppose  that  such  a  fear  can  have 
any  real  existence.  Can  the  inhabitants  of  Newport  sup- 
pose that  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony  acts  upon  such 
absurd  principles  as  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  one  town  for  the 
benefit  of  another  ? 

George  the  Third's  last  speech  has  shut  the  door  of  hope 
for  reconciliation  between  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain. 
There  are  great  preparations  going  on  in  England,  to  pro- 
secute the  war  in  the  spring.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  King's  intentions.  We  must  submit  unconditionally, 
or  defend  ourselves.  The  calamities  of  war  are  very  dis- 
tressing, but  slavery  is  dreadful.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  success  of  the  Colonies,  when  I  consider  their  union, 
strength,  and  resources.  But  we  must  expect  to  feel  the 
common  calamities  which  attend  even  a  successful  war. 


We  are  now  driven  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  declara- 
tion of  independence.  We  can  no  longer  preserve  our 
freedom  and  continue  the  connection  with  her.  With  safety 
we  can  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the  necessity,  propriety,  and 
rectitude  of  such  a  measure. 

I  flatter  myself  the  King's  speech  will  induce  the  Con- 
gress to  raise  one  large  Continental  army  proportionable  to 
the  extent  of  our  undertaking;  to  be  under  one  conmiand, 
and  by  him  directed  to  the  security  and  preservation  of  the 
several  united  Governments.  This  will  unite  and  cement 
the  whole  strength  of  the  several  Colonies.  If  this  method 
is  not  adopted,  some  Governments,  from  their  natural  situa- 
tion, will  be  subject  to  fourfold  the  expense  of  others,  for 
their  own  particular  security.  As  we  have  one  common 
interest  in  the  opposition,  and  it  is  merely  accidental  and 
uncertain  where  the  enemy  may  exert  their  greatest  force, 
I  think  the  Continent  ought  to  provide  for  the  security  of 
every  Colony. 

Letters  were  received  this  day  from  Gene'ts\  Montgomery, 
near  Q^uebeck.  He  says  he  expects  to  be  master  of  the 
place  in  a  very  little  time.  He  has  powder  and  all  kinds 
of  military  stores  to  facilitate,  the  reduction.  He  and  his 
troops  are  in  good  health,  and  he  speaks  very  highly  of 
Colonel  Arnold  and  his  party.  Many  officers,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  privates,  belong  to  our  Government. 

The  regiments  fill  up  very  slowly  here.  It  is  really  dis- 
couraging. I  fear  the  advantages  proposed  from  so  large 
an  armament  as  our  establishment  was  to  consist  of,  will 
be  defeated  by  the  length  of  time  it  takes  to  fill  the  army. 
However,  I  still  hope  for  belter  things,  and  pray  God  my 
expectations  may  not  be  defeated.  If  the  Congress  had 
given  a  large  bounty,  and  engaged  the  soldiery  during  the 
war,  the  Continent  would  be  much  securer,  and  the  mea- 
sures cheaper  in  the  end.  The  wisest  may  sometitnes  err. 
To  profit  rightly  by  past  evils  is  the  only  right  use  that 
can  be  made  of  former  misfortunes.  God  grant  that  our 
future  measures  may  be  so  taken  as  to  render  our  success 
equal  to  our  wishes. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  VIRGINIA, 
DATED  LONDON,  DECEMBER  21,   1775. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  our  connection  with 
this  country  ought  not  to  be  dissolved.  It  made  me  happy 
to  see,  by  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Congress,  that  it 
was  their  sentiment;  but  the  bill  which  has  now  passed 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  will,  in  a  few  days,  receive 
the  Royal  assent,  has,  by  treating  the  Colonies  as  enemies, 
put  an  end  to  that  question.  They  cannot  be  enemies  and 
subjects  at  the  same  time.  The  moment  that  bill  passes, 
it  puts  the  two  countries  asunder.  It  is  better  so  unnatural 
a  measure  should  move  from  those  Ministers  who  have  been 
the  cause  of  all  the  calamities  we  lament. 

America  has  nothing  now  to  do  but  to  provide  for  herself. 
The  hostilities  the  same  Ministers  are  meditating  against 
her,  you  know,  I  conceive,  will  be  as  ineffectual  as  they 
are  unwise.  If  the  Ministry  can  collect  twenty  thousand 
men,  for  the  next  cami)aign,  they  will  perform  wonders. 
If  they  succeed  with  that  number,  it  will  be  still  more  mira- 
culous. If  they  do  not  succeed,  they  will  not  be  able  to 
attempt  another  campaign. 

During  the  whole  of  last  summer  they  have  offered  as 
high  premiums  as  in  the  utmost  exigency  of  the  last  war, 
and  without  the  least  success.  The  few  boys  they  obtained 
were  a  ridicule  upon  recruiting.  It  is  certain  Russia  will 
not  furnish  them  the  assistance  they  solicited  ;  nor  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholicks  be  tempted  into  the  service. 

Without  a  miracle,  then,  they  have  no  chance  of  ever 
seeing  such  an  army  as  that  which  has  found  such  difficulty 
in  acquiring  a  single  hill  in  America.  Lender  such  difficul- 
ties, and  with  such  an  army,  they  are  to  contend  against  a 
numerous  American  army,  trained  in  one  campaign  of  un- 
common activity  and  vigilance,  and  against  the  whole  Con- 
tinent in  arms,  and  actuated  by  every  motive  that  can  make 
the  timorous  terrible,  and  the  brave  irresistible.  Besides 
this,  the  scene  of  war  must  be  in  a  country  impracticable 
to  those  who  do  not  know  it,  and  abounding  with  such  ad- 
vantages to  the  natives,  that,  with  common  prudence,  it  is 
impossible  for  an  enemy  to  advance  fifty  miles.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  enumerate  the  thousand  otiier  obvious  and  in- 
superable difficulties  they  must  encounter.     What  I  have 
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already  mentioned  is  enough  to  brand  their  measures  with 
madness.  In  my  opinion  the  mischief  of  ihem  will  be  felt 
here  within  half  a  year,  so  as  to  produce  the  most  danger- 
ous internal  commotions.  An  attack  from  France,  too,  is 
exceedingly  probable.  It  is  certain  tiiat  her  interposition, 
by  the  means  of  Sweden,  prevented  the  Russian  auxiliaries. 
The  ostensible  reason,  on  the  part  of  Russia,  was,  that 
tl>ere  was  no  cartel  settled  between  Great  liritain  and 
America.  The  want  of  this  will  certainly  make  every 
power  reluctant  in  lending  their  troops ;  especially  for  a 
service  so  distant  and  desperate.  So  that  I  think  there  is 
not  the  least  probability  of  their  obtaining  foreign  troops, 
now  or  hereafter.  Upon  this  view  of  things,  you  will  think, 
with  me,  that  our  countrymen  have  the  game  in  their  own 
hands.  I  trust  they  will  play  it  so  as  to  establish  the  dignity 
and  renown  of  the  American  name,  and  the  constitutional 
liberties  of  America,  upon  an  immortal  basis.  The  address- 
es which  were  moved  by  the  Ministry,  against  the  advice 
of  Lord  Mansjield,  have  decided  the  popular  opinion  to  be 
against  the  measures.  With  the  immense  influence  of  a  Go- 
vernment that  has  more  than  fifty  thousand  places  and  pen- 
sions in  its  disposal,  with  all  Scotland  at  its  heels,  and  all 
the  Jacobites  and  Tories,  supporting  it  as  the  old  cause, 
they  have  not  been  able  to  enrol  a  tenth  part  of  the  nation 
in  the  list  of  addresses.  In  London,  Middlesex,  South- 
wark,  Coventry,  Leeds,  Newcastle,  Bnstol,  Bradford, 
Berkshire,  or  wherever  it  has  come  to  a  decided  question, 
the  petitioners  have  out-numbered  the  addressers.  In  this 
situation,  they  trust  to  the  chapter  of  accidents;  they  hope 
that  some  dissension  in  America  will  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exerting  the  influence  of  corruption,  which  they 
find  so  essential  at  Westminster.  Lord  Bute's  pupil  bids 
them  go  on,  and  they  do  it  more  willingly,  because,  by 
furnishing  a  pretence  for  increasing  taxes,  it  augments  the 
means  of  plunder,  and  they  hold  themselves  secure  at  least 
of  his  protection.  They  will,  however,  be  fortunate  if  they 
escape  the  efl^ects  of  a  treachery  that  has  hitherto  known 
no  exceptions.  Such  is  the  sum  of  our  political  situation, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  desperate. 

The  publick  begins  to  conceive  that  these  measures  will 
sever  America  forever  from  this  country.  The  Ministry 
are  so  conscious  of  it,  that  they  have  hired  Dean  Tucker 
to  soften  the  business,  by  persuading  the  people  that  it  will 
be  no  loss.  A  piratical  war  they  think  they  can  maintain 
with  decided  advantage,  from  the  superiority  of  their  navy; 
and  even  in  this  I  believe  they  are  governed  more  by  the 
hopes  of  plunder  than  of  conquest.  Upon  this  principle 
Lord  North's  last  bill  is  founded,  to  render  all  American 
property  and  vessels  confiscate  and  prize.  Spain  tried  ex- 
actly the  same  experiment  with  the  Dutch;  and  it  ended 
then,  as  I  hope  it  will  now,  in  the  prosperity  and  indepen- 
dency of  the  commerce  of  the  States.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  think  we  may  be  satisfied  that  neither  the  evil  spirit  of 
Lord  Bute  and  his  pupil,  nor  the  machinations  of  their 
Ministers,  will  ever  prevail  against  the  unanimity  and  spirit 
of  our  countrymen. 

The  piratical  war  they  are  jilanning  must  operate  against 
them,  exactly  in  proportion  as  their  commerce  exceeds  that 
o(  America.  Their  bill  authorizes,  and  must  necessarily 
produce,  retaliation.  They  have  much  at  stake  upon  the 
seas,  and  America  little.  The  consequence  is  inevitable. 
In  this  line,  therefore,  they  are  as  little  likely  to  succeed, 
or  persevere.  Happily  for  the  rights  of  mankind,  expe- 
rience does  not  teach  them  wisdom,  and  the  weakness  of 
their  heads  defeats  the  wickedness  of  their  hearts.  As 
little  do  I  conceive  will  they  succeed  in  corrupting  of  the 
Congress,  and  dividing  the  Colonies.  A  people  who  have 
every  thing  at  stake  will  be  too  watchful.  A  Congress  so 
highly  trusted,  and  so  conspicuous,  will  be  too  wise  and  too 
virtuous  to  be  seduced.  When  I  think  of  the  men  who 
are  thus  attempting  to  reduce  near  three  millions  of  brave, 
wise,  united  freemen,  to  the  most  abject  slavery,  the  means 
with  which  they  are  to  accomplish  it,  the  distance,  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  they  are  to  act,  I  do  not  know  in 
what  words  to  express  my  contempt.  But  knowing  too, 
as  I  do,  that  France  will  certainly  interfere,  I  am  much 
more  inclined  to  think  that  they  will  reduce  Great  Britain 
under  the  dominion  of  France,  than  America  under  that  of 
Great  Britain.  It  is,  indeed,  highly  probable  that  the 
ultimate  object  of  Lord  Bute,  Lord  Mansfield,  and  the 
Scotch,  who  are  the  sole  and   secret  movers  of  all  these 
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measures,  is  to  restore  the  expelled  race,  and  what  Dr. 
Johnson,  in  the  definition  of  a  lory,  calls  the  ancient  con- 
stitution in  Church  and  Slate.  Once  more  I  wish  you 
happy  ;  and,  cutoff  as  we  shall  be  from  all  accidental  com- 
munication, I  shall  rest  satisfied  that  the  union,  firmness, 
and  spirit  of  our  countrymen,  will  preserve  our  liberties 
against  all  invaders. 


HENRT  WISNEH  TO  B.  TOWNE. 

Philadolpliia,  December  21,  1775. 

Having  for  many  months  been  sensibly  affected  with  the 
great  disadvantage  the  Colonies  labour  under  for  want  of 
ammunition,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  apply  myself  to  the 
attainment  of  those  necessary  arts  of  making  saltpetre  and 
gunpowder;  and  having  far  exceeded  my  expectations  in 
both  manufactures,  I  think  myself  still  further  obliged  to 
communicate  the  so  much  needed  knowledge  to  my  coun- 
try at  large.  My  first  trial  was  on  saltpetre,  two  pounds 
of  which  my  son  has  extracted  from  about  six  bushels  of 
stable  dirt,  perfectly  fit  for  making  gunpowder.  This  was 
done  by  the  method  of  Doctor  Young  and  Mr.  Rubsaman, 
lately  published  by  the  former,  for  which,  and  many  other 
useful  informations,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  those 
gentlemen  my  publick  thanks. 

I  have  lately  erected  a  powder-mill  in  the  south  end  of 
Ulster  County,  in  the  Colony  of  Neiv-  York,  at  which  I 
have  made  as  good  powder  as  I  ever  have  seen,  and  will 
bear  the  inspection  of  good  judges,  in  the  following  man- 
ner:    Gunpowder  is  composed  of  nothing  more  than  the 
four  plain  simple  articles,  saltpetre,  brimstone,  charcoal,  and 
water.     The  three  first  of  which  are  to  be  made  as  fine  as 
possible,  so  as  to  be  sifted  through  a  gauze  sieve,  or  fine 
bolt,  as  fine  as  for  common  flour.     But  it  being  difiicult 
to  make  the  saltpetre  all  fine,  those  parts  that  will  not  be 
easily  got  through  the  sieve,  must  be  dissolved  in  soft  warm 
water,  then   let  the  sulphur,  saltpetre,  and  charcoal,  be 
each  separately  weighed.      Take  of  the  saltpetre  an  hun- 
dred weight,  of  the  sulphur  fifteen  pounds,  and  charcoal 
eighteen  pounds,  and  in  that  proportion  for  any  greater  or 
smaller  quantity.     This  being  done,  mix  them  all  well  to- 
gether in  some  large  vessel,  such  as  a  potash  or  any  other 
kettle,  and  when  well  mixed,  moisten  the  whole  with  the 
aforesaid  nitrous  water  till  it  is  as  moist  as  dough  for  making 
bread.     Then  put  an  equal  quantity  in  each  mortar,  and 
pound  it  well   for  at  least   twenty  hours;  and  if  the  mill 
runs  slowly,  let  it  run  twenty-four  hours ;  and  as  the  paste, 
by  pounding,  will  naturally  grow  dry,  it  must  be  kept  moist 
by  putting  in   a  little  of  said  water,  and  when   pounded 
sufficiently  take  it  out  of  the  mortar,  and  put  it  in  some 
tub  or  any  other  proper  vessel.   As  to  the  graining,  it  must 
be  done  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  have  a  box  made 
about  five  feet  square,  the  sides  eighteen  inches  deep,  the 
bottom  tight,   and  top  entirely  open ;  fix  across  the  box 
two  rods  or  laths  near  the  middle,  about  four  inches  below 
the  top,  and  about  ten  inches  apart,  then  have  six  sieves 
made  of  wooden  splits  in  the  same  manner  as  a  wheat  rid- 
dle, but  much  finer,  the  coarsest  should  be  about  as  fine  as 
a  cockle  sieve,  or  a  little  finer,  and  so  each  sieve  to  increase 
in  fineness  till  the  last  is  as  fine  as  possible;  I  believe  it 
were  best  to  make  the  two  coarsest  of  wire.    Then  take 
about  a  quart  of  the  paste,  put  it  into  the  coarsest  sieve, 
set  the  sieves  on  the  two  rods  that  are  fixed  across  the 
box,  then  work  the  sieve  with  a  circular  motion,  which 
will   press  the  paste  through  the  sieve  in  large  and  un- 
shapely grains ;  and  when  a  considerable  quantity  is  passed 
through,  then  sift  it  over  again  in  the  next  coarsest  sieve, 
and  so  till  the  grains  are  fine  enough ;  the  last  sieve  must 
be  so  fine  that  whatever  passes  through  it  will  be  too  fine 
for  powder,  and  is  to  be  worked  over  the  next  batch.     As 
the  paste  will  naturally  roll  together  in  large  round  balls, 
when  worked  in  the  sieve,  a  board  must  be  made  near  as 
large   in  circumference  as  a   common  pewter  plate,  and 
about  one  inch  thick,  on  the  centre,  declining  to  the  edge, 
of  some  hard  wood  turned  in  a  lathe,  and  made  as  smooth 
as  possible.    This  board  must  be  put  into  the  sieve  among 
the  paste,  which  breaks  the  lumps  in  pieces,  and  forces  the 
paste  through  the  sieve. 

When  the  powder  is  well  grained  in  the  manner  direct- 
ed, it  must  be  rolled  in  a  barrel,  the  inside  of  which  is  to 
be  made  as  smooth  as  conveniently  may  be,  with  a  small 
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dObr  cut  in  one  side  capable  of  being  slnit  tight,  and  the 
barrel  to  be  fixed  so  as  to  be  turned  by  the  shaft  of  the 
mill.  Put  in  a  few  pounds  at  a  time,  and  let  it  be  rolled 
as  above,  which  will  make  the  powder  smooth  ;  then  sift  it 
in  the  finest  sieve,  till  the  fine  parts  that  work  off  in  the 
barrel  pass  through  the  sieve,  which  is  to  be  returned  again 
into  the  mortars.  The  powder  must  be  put  in  flat  trays  or 
dishes,  and  set  by  to  dry  either  in  a  small  room  kept  warm 
with  a  large  stove,  or,  if  the  weather  be  dry,  in  the  shining 
of  the  sun. 

I,  therefore,  most  heartily  recommend  to  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  Continent  to  enter  into  these  necessary  busi- 
nesses with  spirit,  being  well  assured  that  a  greater  quan- 
tity may,  with  ease,  be  made  than  will  be  needed  for  our 
consumption,  even  admitting  the  times  to  be  worse  than 
the  threats  of  the  British  Administration  would  lead  us  to 
expect. 

Any  person  inclining  to  build  a  powder-mill  will  be  shown 
a  plan,  with  directions  for  the  construction  of  all  its  parts 
and  utensils,  by  applying  to  their  very  humble  servant, 

Henry  Wisneb. 


LANCASTER  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE  TO   THE  PRESI- 
DENT OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  27,  1775.] 

Lancaster,  December  21,  1775. 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  this  Coun- 
ty have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  enclosing 
certain  resolutions  of  the  honourable  Congress,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the  officers  and  privates,  who  are  prison- 
ers here. 

We  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  directions  transmitted  to  us,  the  officers  met  us  this 
morning,  and  having  perused  your  resolve,  requesting  some 
time  to  determine  on  their  respective  places  of  residence, 
this  indulgence  we  thought  ourselves  bound  to  grant  upon 
their  entreaty.  We  have  taken  their  parole  for  the  present, 
and  now  enclose  the  same  to  you. 

They  complain  greatly  of  a  separation  from  their  sol- 
diers, as  a  breach  of  General  Schuyler's  solemn  engage- 
ment, and  that  they  cannot  remove  from  hence  until  their 
baggage,  with  the  men's  clothing,  and  the  pay  of  the  troops, 
come  up.  They  say  that  justice  cannot  be  done  to  the 
privates,  with  respect  to  their  pay  in  arrear,  unless  the 
officers  are  upon  the  spot  to  make  the  proper  settlements. 
The  soldiers  also  express  great  uneasiness  about  their  cloth- 
ing and  pay,  if  their  officers  are  removed  from  them.  Of 
these  matters  we  conceive  it  our  duty  not  to  judge,  but 
strictly  to  conform  to  your  orders.  The  want  of  warm 
clothing  for  the  soldiers  (of  which  they  are  in  great  need) 
is  still  one  of  the  objects  of  their  complaint,  but  on  this 
head  we  referred  them  to  Major  Preston.  The  gentlemen 
of  the  Seventh  Regiment  tell  us,  they  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Major  is  to  furnish  clothing  for  the  Twenty- 
Sixth  Regiment  alone. 

The  letter  we  had  the  favour  of  receiving  from  Messrs. 
Lynch  and  Levds  informed  us,  that  Mr.  David  Franks 
had  engaged  to  supply  the  troops  with  provisions.  We 
are  at  a  loss  to  know  to  what  fund  our  barrackmaster  must 
apply  for  the  payment  of  the  articles  of  wood,  candles, 
bedding,  and  blankets,  and  the  implements  of  the  cooking, 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  prisoners  here. 

We  request  your  directions,  whether  in  case  any  of  the 
officers  should  incline  to  draw  bills  for  any  money  neces- 
sary for  their  accommodation  and  subsistence,  the  inha- 
bitants shall  be  at  liberty  to  advance  their  cash,  and  take 
their  bills ;  or  whether  this  shall  be  considered  as  an  in- 
fraction of  the  former  resolution  of  Congress.  The  offi- 
cers have  requested  to  be  informed  by  us,  whether  any 
provision  is  to  be  made  for  their  future  subsistence.  We 
look  up  to  you  for  an  answer. 

The  general  outlines  of  the  duties  of  our  department 
being  made  known  unto  us,  we  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
form minutely  to  them.  In  such  matters,  wherein  circum- 
stances may  make  it  necessary  to  exercise  our  own  judg- 
ment, we  hoped  in  no  instance  to  deviate  essentially  from 
the  system  of  the  honourable  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Edward  Shipfen,  Chairman, 
"To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


DISAFFECTED  PERSONS  IN  QUEEn's  COUNTY,  NEW-YORK. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  > 
December  21,  1775.       ] 

Whereas  on  the  13th  instant,  on  information  that  a  num- 
ber of  disaffected  persons  in  Queen's  County,  had  been 
supplied  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  from  on  board  the 
Asia  ship-of-vvar,  and  had  been  arraying  themselves  in 
military  manner,  to  oppose  the  measures  taking  by  the 
United  Colonies  for  the  defence  of  their  just  rights  and 
privileges,  and  thrown  out  many  threatening  expressions 
against  sundry  persons  residing  in  that  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Counties, 

//  was  resolved  by  this  Congress  at  their  opinion,  That 
such  conduct  is  inimical  to  the  common  cause  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  and  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  suffered  ; 
but  that  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to  put  a 
stop  to  it. 

And  it  was  therefore  ordered.  That  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  County  should  appear  by  a  Committee  before  this 
Congress,  on  Wednesday  then  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  give  satisfaction  in  the  premises ;  with  which 
order  the  said  inhabitants  of  Queen's  County  have  not 
complied.  And  whereas  the  persons  above-mentioned  and 
their  adherents  have  opposed  the  election  of  Representa- 
tives for  that  County  in  this  Congress,  on  a  poll  opened 
for  that  purpose,  whereby  that  County  remains  unrepre- 
sented in  this  Congress  :  And  whereas  a  prevailing  party 
prevented  the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  County  of 
Richmond,  at  a  late  poll  there  opened  for  that  purpose ; 
by  means  whereof  the  said  County  is  not  represented 
in  this  Congress :  And  whereas  the  poll  list  for  Queen's 
County  has  been  returned  to  this  Congress,  whereby  the 
persons  opposing  such  representation  as  aforesaid,  and  ap- 
pearing to  this  Congress  to  be  inimical  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  Colonies,  may  be  ascertained : 

Resolved,  first.  That  such  inimical  persons  as  aforesaid 
have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  General  Association, 
and  of  an  open  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  Congress, 
as  effectually  representing  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  secondly,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Richmond,  by  neglecting  to  elect  Representatives  in  this 
Congress,  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  General 
Association. 

Resolved,  thirdly,  That  the  Committee  of  the  said 
County  of  Richmond,  do  and  shall,  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  publication  hereof,  return  to  this  Congress,  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who, 
oppose  a  representation  of  the  said  County  in  this  Con- 
gress, to  the  end  that  the  delinquents  against  the  common 
cause  in  that  County  may  be  ascertained,  and  that  in  de- 
fault thereof  the  whole  County  of /ItcAmonrf  be  deemed 
delinquent. 

Resolved,  fourthly.  That  the  said  delinquents,  in  the 
said  Counties  respectively,  and  each  and  every  of  them, 
be  and  hereby  are  entirely  put  out  of  the  protection  of  this 
Congress. 

Resolved,  fifthly.  That  all  friendly  and  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  said  persons  so  put  respectively  out 
of  the  protection  of  this  Congress,  and  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  ought  to  be,  and  the  same,  as  far  as 
can  be  effected  by  the  recommendation  of  this  Congress, 
hereby  is  and  shall  continue  to  be  totally  interdicted,  until 
further  orders  of  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lick  Safety. 

And  to  the  end  that  no  persons  may  plead  ignorance 
of  the  aforesaid  Resolves  and  this  Order, 

It  is  ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  a  list  of  such 
delinquents  as  aforesaid,  in  each  of  the  said  Counties  re- 
spectively, be,  without  delay,  printed  and  dispersed  in 
handbills,  and  inserted  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes : 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 

List  of  the  Delinquents  in  Queen's  County,  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
oj  New-  York  : 

Powell  Amberman,  Elias  Allen,  Oytter.bay,  John  Abraras, 

Daniel  Allan,  John  Allen,  Samuel  Abrams, 

Robert  Allen,  Baruck  Allen,  Jonas  Abrams, 

Andrew  Allen,  Henry  Abrams,  Charles  Abrams, 
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Henry  Abranin, 
William  Abrains, 
Daniel  Abraras, 
Isaac  Amberinan, 
Daniel  Albertson, 
Joseph  Abrams, 
John  Ainbcrman, 
Elbert  Adriance, 
Jacob  Adriance, 
Dr.  Charles  Ardin, 
Van  Goort  Brunt, 
Aric  Boerutn, 
Thomas  Balden, 
Aaron  Burtis, 
Michael  Butler, 
Joseph  Berzley, 
Jacob  Bedal, 
Benjamin  Bedal, 
Thomas  Birdsdall, 
Benjamin  Burtis, 
Daniel  Brinckcrhoff, 
Stephen  Baldwin, 
William  Burtis, 
David  Battine, 
James  Birdsall, 
Samuel  Birdsall, 
Oliver  Birdsall, 
Joseph  Bedal,  3d, 
Jonathan  Bedal, 
Peter  Bond, 


Samuel  Carman,  3d,    William  Golder, 
William  Cock,  Jonathan  Gorham, 

William  Cornell,  3d,    John  Golden, 
Benjamin  Carman,       Obadiah  Hinchman, 
Capt.  Samuel  Carman,  Benjamin  Haviland, 


Johannis  Cushow, 
Tunis  Covert,  Jr., 
Levi  Cock, 
Harvey  Colvell, 
Thomas  Cornell, 
Robert  Coles, 
William  Covert, 
Gabriel  Cott, 
Watt  Covert, 
Thomas  Cock, 
Daniel  Cock, 
Teunis  Covert, 
Nicholas  Cott,  Jr., 
Thomas  Clowes, 
David  Golden,  Esq., 
Whitehead  Cornell, 
Timothy  Clowes, 
Moses  Cornelius, 
William  Coomes, 
Joseph  Dunbar, 
John  Dailey, 
Douwe  Ditmars, 
Joseph  Dunbar,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Daronen, 
John  Duryee, 


Silvanus  Bedal,  Esq.,  Joseph  Dodge, 


Elijah  Barton, 
Joseph  Birdsall, 
Henry  Balden, 
Cornelius  Bogart, 
Richard  Brewer, 
Jonathan  Baldwin, 
Tunis  Bergin, 
Joseph  Bed  all, 
Jeremiah  Bedell, 
Peter  Bond, 
David  Bedell, 
Joshua  Birdsall, 
John  Bennet, 
Cornelius  Bennet, 


Isaac  Denton, 
Thomas  Durling, 
John  Demott, 
David  Demott, 
Gabriel  Doxy, 
Michael  Demott, 
Solomon  Docy, 
Anthony  Demott, 
Samuel  Denton, 
Michael  Demott, 
Jacobus  Demott, 
Benjamin  Durlin, 
Joseph  Durlin, 
Samuel  Doty, 


Teunis  Brinckerhooff,  Charles  Doughty, 


Barnabas  Bloom, 
Richard  Burgaw, 
Luke  Bergen, 
Jacob  Bond, 
Elias  Burtis, 


Isaac  Denton, 
Thomas  Durlin, 
Abraham  Demott, 
Isaac  Denton,  Jr , 
Isaiah  Doughty, 


Silvanus  Bedell,  Esq.,  John  Durling, 
John  Brewer,  Samuel  Durling, 


Peter  Burgaw, 
Dr.  David  Brooks, 
Barrick  Bergen, 
Timothy  Bedell, 


Benj.  Durling,  Jr., 
Lewis  Davenport, 
George  Durye, 
Elias  Durlin,  3d, 


George  Brinckerhooff,  Francis  Davenport, 
Elbert  Brinckerhooff,  Robert  Doughty, 
Capt.  Richard  Botts,    Daniel  Durlin, 
James  Burtis,  Jr.,  Ruluff  Durye, 

William  Burns,  GeorgejDoughty, 

Abr.Brinckerhooff,  Jr.  Jacob  Dean, 


Aster  Burtis, 
James  Balden, 
George  Balden, 
Abraham  Balden, 
Jacob  Bedell, 
Abijah  Bedell, 
James  Burtis, 
John  Miller  Burtis, 
Michael  Burns, 
Jonathan  Cornelius, 
Timothy  Cornwcll, 
Tunis  Covert,  Jun., 
Penn  J.  Cock, 
Thomas  Cornel, 
Joseph  Cadle, 
Stephen  Cock, 


Capt.  John  Hewlet, 
Cornelius  Hogeland, 
John  Hewlet,  Jr., 
Jacob  Hicks,  Jr., 
Silas  Hicks, 
Thomas  Hutchings, 
Stephen  Hendrickson, 
Daniel  Hewlet, 
Charles  Hewlet, 
John  Hewlet,  Esq., 
Thomas  Hicks, 
John  Hulse, 
Townscnd  Hewlet, 
John  Hughes, 
John  Holmes, 
John  Hageman, 
T.  Hendrickson,  Jr., 
Cornelius  Hart, 
Benjamin  Hewlet, 
John  Hewlet, 
Benjamin  Hageman, 
Joseph  Haviland, 
John  Hewlet,  Sen.,  iV. 

side, 
Jacamiah  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Hewlet, 
Lawrence  Hewlet, 
Reuben  Hall, 
Daniel  Hall, 
Flower  Hulse, 
Harman  Hendrickson, 
Thomas  Hallet, 
Simeon  Hawxhurst, 
James  Hicks, 
HendrickHendrickson, 
Daniel  Hendrickson, 
Richard  Hallet, 
James  Hallet, 
Joseph  Hall, 
John  Hall, 
George  Hewlet, 
Joseph  Hall, 
William  Hall, 
John  Haviland, 
William  Hogland, 
Archibald  Hamilton, 
Capt.  Samuel  Hallet, 
Luke  Haviland, 
Austin  Hicks, 
John  Hageman, 
Stephen  Hewlet, 
Benj.  Hewlet,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Higley, 
Stephen  Hicks, 
Richard  Hewlet,  Esq., 
Capt.  Charles  Hicks, 
Richard  Hewlet, 
John  Higby, 
Thomas  Hendrickson, 


Garret  Dorland, 

Samuel  Davenport,  Daniel  Hewlet,  Jr., 

Benjamin  Durlin,  John  Hauxhurst, 

Elias  Durlin,  William  Hewlet, 

Isaac  Ditmars,  Albert  Hogland, 

Archibald  Doxe,  Stephen  Higby, 

James  Denton,  Jacob  Hicks, 

John  Doughty,  Hendrick  Hagner, 

Hendrick  Emmons,  Thomas  Hewlet, 

Luke  Eldert,  Hugh  Hoomes, 

John  Elseworth,  Robert  Jackson, 

Israel  Eldert,  David  Jackson, 

James  Eldert,  John  Jackson,  Jr., 

Joseph  Field,  William  Johnson, 

John  Featherby,  Henry  Jackson, 

William  Featherby,  Samuel  Johnson, 

Samuel  Cloves,  Esq.,  Abraham  Furman,  Jr.,  Cornelius  Jackson, 

John  Cock,  Harman  Flower,  Samuel  Jackson, 

Samuel  Carman,  John  Flower, 

John  O.  Coomes,  Whitehead  Field, 

James  Carpenter,  Thomas  Fleet, 

Gerardus  Clowes,  Samuel  Foster, 

William  Cornwell,       John  Fleet, 


Samuel  Cornwcll,  (son  Thomas  Featherby, 

of  Joseph,)  Samuel  Forsdyke, 

Adam  Carman,  Abraham  Furman, 

Stephen  Callas,  Abraham  Flower, 

Samuel  Carman,  3d,    John  Fowler, 
Stephen  Clement,         Benjamin  Fish, 
Samuel  Mott  Cornell,  Thomas  Frost, 
Nathaniel  Coombes,     Nathaniel  Frost, 
Honce  Covert, 


David  Cossibome, 
Tunis  Covert, 
Edward  Cornel, 
'  John  Cornel, 
Stephen  Carman, 
Samuel  Carman,  Jr., 
John  Carman, 
Luke  Cummins, 
Thomas  Coombes, 
William  Cornell, 
James  Cornell, 
Elijah  Cornell, 
Charles  Cornell, 


Felix  Fowler, 
John  Foster, 
William  Frost, 
Jonathan  Fish, 
Timothy  Flower, 
Joseph  Gaulder, 
William  Golder, 
Garret  Golder, 
Richard  Gildcrleavo, 


Townsend  Jackson, 
Peter  Jones, 
Parmenus  Jackson, 
Jacob  Jackson, 
Thomas  Jackson, 
Thomas  Jackson, 
Daniel  Kissam, 
Joseph  Kissara, 
John  Kissam, 
Benjamin  Kissam, 
Thomas  Kip, 
Daniel  Kerby, 
Morris  Lott, 
Isaac  Lattin, 
Nicholas  Lambertson, 
John  Lambertson, 
Matthias  Lambertson, 
Simon  Lambertson, 
Joseph  Ludlam, 
Samuel  Langdon, 
Joseph  Langdon, 
Pearson  Langdon, 


Jonathan  Gildersleave,William  Langdon 
William  Gritman,         Henry  Ludlam,  Jr., 
Michael  Golder,  William  Ludlam, 

Samuel  Green,  John  Linington, 

Richard  Green,  Jacob  Lambertson, 


Peter  Losee, 
Leffert  Leff^rts, 
William  Langdon, 
John  Lagross, 
Archibald  Langdon, 
Simon  Losee, 
Jos.  Langdon,  hatter, 
Benjamin  Lester, 
David  Ludlam, 
Gabriel  G.  Ludlow, 
James  Langdon, 
Henry  Ludlam, 
Tice  Lane, 
Richard  Langdon, 
Samuel  Langdon, 
Nicholas  Ludlam, 
Thomas  Ludlam, 
Jacobus  Lawrence, 
Abraham  Lawrence, 
James  Lewis, 
Garret  Latting, 
Oba<iiah  Lawrence, 
Adam  Lawrence, 
Sias  Lattin, 
Dr.  Daniel  Lawrence, 
Nathaniel  Mills, 
Samuel  Moore,  3d, 
Joshua  Mills, 
Ezekiel  Matthews, 
Daniel  Murray, 
Henry  Miller, 
Adam  Mott, 
Abraham  Mannercc, 
Gilbert  McCown, 
John  Mott, 
Cornelius  Miller, 
John  Martin, 
John  Mcintosh, 
Richard  Matthews, 
Samuel  Mott, 
James  Man, 
Obadiah  Mills, 
Samuel  Moore, 
Thomas  Morrel, 
John  Moore,  Jr., 
John  Moore,  Sen., 
John  Marvin, 
Jacob  Mott, 
Richard  Mott, 
Nathaniel  Moore, 
John  Mitchel, 
Jackson  Mott, 
Caleb  Morrill, 
John  Mott, 
Hope  Mills, 
John  Morril, 
William  Miller, 
William  Monfort, 
Cornelius  Monfort, 
Richard  Mason, 
Hendrick  Munsee, 
Richard  McCoun, 
Luke  Norstrant, 
Abraham  Norstrant, 
Garret  Norstrant, 
Garret  O.  Norstrant, 
Daniel  Norstrant, 
John  Norstrant, 
Fred.  Norstrant,  Jr., 
Garret  Norstrant, 
Daniel  Norstrant, 
Peter  Norstrant, 
Jacob  Norstrant, 
Frederick  Norstrant, 
Peter  Norstrant, 
Joseph  Oldfield, 
John  Oakley, 
John  Green  Oak, 
John  Polhemus, 
William  Pettit, 
Jacob  Peterson, 
Benjamin  Pettit, 
John  Pettit, 
Hezekiah  Pearsall, 
Samuel  Pettit, 
Stephen  Powell, 
Pearse  Poole, 
James  Place, 
James  Pettit,  Jr., 
James  Pine, 
Amos  Powell, 
Jonathan  Pratt, 
Solomon  Powell, 
Richard  Pine, 
James  Pine, 
William  Pearson, 
Adam  Pettit, 
William  Pottit, 
Joseph  Pearsall, 
Philip  Palmer, 
Henry  Pearson, 
William  Pidgeon, 
Daniel  Pine, 
David  Peterson, 
Solomon  Powell, 
Joseph  Pettit, 
Increase  Pettit, 
John  Peters, 


Michael  Pettit, 

Samuel  Pettit, 

Philip  Piatt, 

John  Pratt, 

Richard  Place, 

John  Pearson, 

Thomas  Place, 

Uriah  Piatt, 

How.  V.  Peters,  Esq., 

Isaac  Pettit, 

Jacobus  Riker, 

Stephen  Rapilje, 

Richard  Robbins, 

Jcromus  Rapilje, 

Christopher  Remsen, 

Richard  Roades, 

George  Roades, 

Jonathan  Rowlin, 

Cornelius  Rapilje, 

Isaac  Rapilje, 

Jeremiah  Robbins, 

Cornelius  Rearson, 

John  Rainer, 

Martin  Rapilje, 

Abraham  Rapilje, 

Isaac  Remsen, 

Daniel  Rapilje, 

Rem  Remsen,  Sen., 
of  Jamaica, 

Daniel  Remsen, 

Amos  Rhodes, 

Elijah  Rainer, 

Joseph  Rainer, 

John  Rainer, 

Henry  Rainer, 

Joseph  Rainer, 

Joel  Rainer, 

George  Rapilje, 

George  Rierson, 

Benjamin  Rainer, 

Jacob  Rainer, 

Ezekiel  Rainer, 

Israel  Rodgora, 

John  Rusbmore, 

John  Remsen, 

Carmar  Rushmore, 

Michael  Rodgers, 

William  Rushmore, 

Rem  H.  Remsen, 

Anthony  H.  Roades, 

Amos  Rainer, 

Stephen  Robbing, 
Martin  Rierson, 

Isaac  Rainer, 

Peter  Rierson, 

Auris  Remsen, 

Jacob  Rinehart, 

Timothy  Roades, 

John  I.  Remsen, 

James  Robbins, 
George  Rapilje, 

Abraham  Remsen, 
Cornelius  Rapiljo, 
Christopher  Remsen, 
CharlBs  Remsen, 
John  Smith,  op's., 
Joshua  Snedicker, 
William  Spiagg, 
S.  Smith,  Rockateay, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Rock  Smith,   Nanus' 

Rock, 
Henry  Shaw, 
Annaniaa  Southard, 
Robert  Sutton, 
Thomas  Seaman, 
Edward  Spragg, 
Barent  Snedicker, 
Richard  Smith, 
Solomon  Seaman, 
Zebulon  Seaman, 
William  Smith, 
Joseph  R.  Smith, 
Jonathan  R.  Smith,  Jr. 
Elijah  R.  Smith, 
Amos  Smith, 
James  Smith, 
Joshua  Smith, 
Zebulon  R.  Smith, 
Peter  R.  Scott, 
Thomas  Smith,  Jr., 
Nathan  O.  Skidmore, 
Silvanus  Southard, 
Amos  Shaw, 
Obadiah  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Smith, 
John  Seaman, 
Charles  Smalling, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Dj.vid  R.  Salmons, 
Cornel  Smith, 
Joseph  R.  Smith,  Jr., 
Richard  R.  Southard, 
Thomas  Southard, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Isaac  Sn]ith,  Jr., 
Pelham  Sands, 
Richard  Smith, 


James  Smith,  Rock,y 
John  Smith, 
Isaac  Smith,  Esq., 
Harman  Shaw, 
Israel  Seaman, 
James  Southard, 
Ambrose  Seaman, 
Samuel  T.  Seaman, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Israel  Smith,  Rock., 
Elijah  Smith, 
Johannes  Scott, 
William  Stites, 
Elijah  Spragg, 
James  Smith, 
Daniel  Smith, 
John  Sand,  Jr., 
Samuel  Stringham, 
Samuel  Smith, 
William  Smith, 
Elias  Smith, 
Benjamin  Stivers, 
Christian  Snedeker,  ■ 
Adrian  Schenck, 
Elijah  Smith, 
Morris  Simondson, 
Abr.  Simondson, 
Charles  Simondson, 
Henry  Suydam, 
Nicholas  Schenck, 
Cornelius  Suydam, 
Adam  Seabury, 
Thomas  Stockford, 
Samuel  Smith, 
John  T.  Stephens, 
Thomas  Smith,  Oyster- 
bay, 
Casper  Spring  Steen, 
Israel  Sealy, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Ludlam  Smith, 
John  Schenck, 
Neheraiah  Sammons, 
Jacob  Stringham, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
John  Snedeker,  Jr., 
John  Shoal,  Newtowtt, 
Jonathan  Searing, 
Stephen  Smith, 
Thomas  Seaman, 
John  Simondson, 
John  Sprag, 
John  R.  Smith, 
John  Southard, 
John  Suydham, 
Isaac  Seamen, 
J.  Stocker,  Coie.neck, 
John  R.  Smith,  son  of 

Samuel, 
Nicholas  Townsend, 
Peter  Titus,  Jr., 
John  Townsend, 
Daniel  Thurston, 
John  H.  Townsend, 
Richard  Townsend, 
Thomas  Tredwell, 
John  Titus, 
Richard  Townsend,  Jr. 
Richard  Titus, 
Peter  Thomas, 
Joseph  Thome, 
Philip  Thorne, 
William  Tillet, 
Abraham  Townsend, 
Edmund  Titus, 
Timothy  Titus, 
Benj.  Treadwell,  Jr., 
John  Townsend,  Esq., 
William  Thetford, 
Benj.  Treadwell, 
John  Toffy, 
Samuel  Treadwell, 
Josepli  Totten, 
,  John  Talman, 
Joseph  Townsend, 
Nathaniel  Townsend, 
William  Thurston, 
John  Troup, 
Thomas  Thome, 
John  Treadwell, 
James  Turner, 
Richard  Tattersall, 
Timothy  Townsend, 
John  Thurston, 
Hewlitt  Townsend, 
Thomas  Townsend, 
Peter  Underbill, 
Caleb  Underbill. 
Daniel  Underbill, 
John  Underbill, 
Nicholas  Vanarsdalon, 
Theo.  Van  Wyck, 
Jacob  Van  Norstrant, 
Tunis  Van  Cott, 
Sea  mans  Verity, 
John  Vetito, 
William  Valser, 
Cor.  Van  Norstrant^ 
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John  Van  NorstrMit,    Jolin  Willet, 
Aaron  Van  Norstrant,  Joliiniiisi  Williamson, 
William  Valentino,       l>.iniul  Whitoliead, 
Aaron  Van  Is'oretrant,  Benj,  Wliitehcail, 
Robert  H.  Valontine,   John  Williamson, 
Samuel  Van  Wynk,      John  Wockg, 
Obailiah  Valculine,       Job  ;pli  Weeks, 
Jomns  Verity,  George  O.  Watts, 

Wm.  Van  Norstrant,    Benjamin  Waters, 
Jacobus  Valser,  James  Wood, 

William  Verity,  Thomas  Wiggins, 

Birnt  Van  Wyck,         Benjamin  Wiggins, 
Albert  Van  Norstrant,  Richard  Wiggins, 
MartinVan  Norstrant,  Isaac  Weeks, 
John  Vancott,  Samuel  Wood, 

Gilbert  Van  Wyck,       John  Walters, 


Jolin  H.  Vanloau, 
Elderl  Van  Wyck, 
Thomas  Van  Wyck, 
Abraham  Van  Wyck, 


B'najah  Wiggins, 
Townsend  Weeks, 
John  Watts, 
Philip  WooUoy, 


Aaron  Van  Nor-trant,  Thos.  Williams,  Sen., 
Nicholas  Van  Cott,      Honry  Waters, 


John  Voorhios, 
Jonas  Valeiktine, 
Jacaniiah  Valculine, 
Dow  Vandyno, 
Capt.  Wm.  Velser, 
Uaniel  Velser, 


George  Weekes, 
Elijah  Wood, 
Pen  Weekes, 
George  O.  Weekes, 
Stephen  Willis, 


James  Waters, 
Henry  Wamser, 
Michael  Weekes, 
Thomas  Woolcy, 
Abraham  Warnor, 
Thomas  Willet, 
William  Welling, 
Jacob  Williams, 
Jabcz  Woodruff, 
John  Weekes, 
Charles  Willet, 
James  Whaley, 
William  Wcyinan, 
Simeon  Watts, 
Henry  Woolcy, 
William  Williams, 
John  Wiggins, 
Nathaniel  Woodruff, 
John  Wooley, 
Capt.  Edmund  Weekes, 
.,  (ieorgo  Weekes, 
Soaman  Weekes, 
Joseph  Willis, 
Nathaniel  Woodruff, 
Thomas  Youngs, 
Onniel  Youngs, 
Daniel  Youngs,  Jr. 


I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient,  and 

very  humble  servant,  „  o. 

•'  Philip  Schcyleb. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL  SCHUTLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  30,  1775.] 

Albany,  December  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  1  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you  a  return  of 
the  military  stores  that  were  at  Ticonderoga  Landing  and 
Crown-Point  on  the  2d  instant.  The  cannon,  mortars, 
and  other  stores  sent  for  by  General  Washington,  are  hap- 
pily arrived  at  Fort  George,  from  whence  they  will  be 
moved  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as  soon  as  we  are 
favoured  with  a  fall  of  snow,  and  that  the  ice  in  the  river 
will  be  strong  enough  to  bear  the  heavy  cannon. 

A  post,  which  arrived  here  on  the  18th,  and  who  left 
Montreal  on  the  4th,  brought  me  no  letters,  either  from 
General  Montgomery  or  General  Wooster.  I  inquired  of 
the  man,  who  could  inform  me  nothing  of  the  former,  but 
that  he  was  gone  towards  ^uebeck.  The  frost  here  is  so 
intense,  that  the  river  is  frozen  over,  and  I  expect  will  be 
passable  with  horses  in  a  day  or  two. 

A  quantity  of  baggage  belonging  to  the  prisoners,  and 
which  was  embarked  in  a  sloop,  is  caught  in  the  ice,  about 
five  miles  below  this.  The  greatest  part  of  it  belongs  to 
those  who  are  now  in  Pennsylvania,  and  how  to  get  it  to 
them  I  do  not  know. 

Should  there  be  a  necessity  in  the  ensuing  campaign  to 
keep  up  a  force  to  the  eastward,  equal  to  what  there  has 
been  in  this,  I  fear  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  flour  in  that 
quarter.  Should  my  apprehension  be  well  founded,  would 
it  Dot  be  prudent  to  transport  a  quantity  of  flour  from  the 
eastern  parts  of  this  Colony,  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Green  Alountainsl  which,  though  passable  in  winter  with 
sleds,  are  scarcely  so  at  any  other  season  of  the  year  for  any 
kind  of  carriages. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  pay-rolls  from  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  I  fear  that  unless  great  attention  is  paid, 
the  publick  will  suffer  considerably  by  overcharges.  What 
measures  shall  I  pursue  with  such  officers  as  return  me 
false  pay-rolls  ?  The  time  for  which  they  were  engaged  is 
expired,  and  no  military  punishment  can  be  inflicted  on 
them. 

The  conference  with  the  Six  Nations  has  had  a  happy 
issue  ;  they  have  delivered  up  the  war-belt  which  was  given 
them  with  much  ceremony  by  Colonel  Johnson,  at  Mon- 
treal. The  proceedings  will  be  transmitted  to  the  Con- 
gress in  a  few  days. 

The  Commissary-General  has  this  moment  waited  upon 
me,  with  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis,  containing  in  substance 
an  order  that  the  clothing  sent  here  for  the  army  in  this 
department  should,  if  not  moved  from  Albany,  be  sent  to 
Cambridge.  As  I  have  ordered  four  companies  to  be  raised 
in  this  quarter,  of  which  I  acquainted  Congress  some  time 
ago,  and  promised  that  they  should  be  supplied  with  cloth- 
ing, I  have  ordered  the  Commissary-General  to  detain  as 
much  here  as  will  be  sufficient  for  these  men  ;  and  as  the 
remainder  cannot  be  immediately  sent,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable that  before  it  can  leave  this,  Congress  will,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  last  letters,  countermand  Mr.  Lewis's 
.orders. 


[general  Washington]  to  general  ward. 

Cambridge,  December  21,  1775. 

Sir  :  His  Excellency  has  commanded  me  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  dale,  and  to  inform 
you  that  if  the  persons  mentioned  in  Mr.  Champion's  let- 
ter, are  enlisted  to  serve  in  the  new  army,  that  they  must 
not  be  permitted  to  go  to  him,  but  if  they  are  not,  that  you 
may  grant  ihem  a  discharge. 

1  wrote  you  the  11  th  inst.,  respecting  the  prisoners  to  be 
sent  to  Simsbury,  and  enclosed  a  letter  for  the  Committee 
of  that  place ;  to  tiiese  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  In  case 
you  (lid  not  receive  them,  his  Excellency  desires  that  you 
will  send  them  off  under  a  proper  guard,  unless  there  should 
be  any  of  the  Connecticut  troops  going  home,  who  will 
take  the  charge  of  them  to  the  Committee.  You  will 
please  certify  the  Committee  of  the  atrociousness  of  their 
Clime,  and  of  the  court's  sentence. 

I  am,  &LC. 

To  Major-General  Ward,  Roxbury, 


[general  Washington]  to  general  spencer. 

Cambridge,  December  21,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge yours  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  he 
has  no  objection  to  Mr.  Peck's  being  appointed  Adjutant 
to  Colonel  Huntington's  regiment. 

I  am,  &,c. 

To  Brigadier-General  Spencer,  Roxbury. 


extract  of  a  letter  received  in  en'gland,  from  an 

OFFICER  AT  boston,  DATED  DECEMBER  21,   1775. 

The  Rebels,  for  some  days  past,  have  been  erecting  a 
battery  at  Phipp's  Farm,  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  soon 
opened.  The  new  constructed  mortar,  taken  on  board  the 
ordnance  brig,  we  are  told,  will  be  mounted  upon  it;  and 
we  expect  a  warm  salute  from  the  shells,  another  part  of 
that  vessel's  cargo ;  so  that,  in  spite  of  her  capture,  we  are 
likely  to  be  complimented  with  the  contents  of  her  lading: 
for  all  this  we  will  be  indebted  to  our  worthy  Admiral. 
This  vigilant  officer,  instead  of  sending  his  squadron  to  pro- 
tect the  store-ships  and  transports  from  England,  has,  with 
the  utmost  prudence,  ordered  the  ships-of-war  in  this  har- 
bour to  be  secured  with  booms  all  round,  to  prevent  their 
being  boarded  and  taken  by  the  rebel  whale-boats ;  and  for 
some  time  past  he  has  never  sent  a  single  ship  to  cruise  off 
Cape-Ann,  because  the  Rebels  have  had  some  cannon 
mounted  upon  it.  No  doubt  the  Parliament  will  thank  him 
on  his  glorious  return  for  so  effectually  preserving  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships.  In  town,  the  General  acts  in  quite  a  different 
manner  ;  he  seems  to  think  it  his  duly  to  annoy  the  enemy. 
When  we  discovered  the  Rebels  at  work  on  their  new 
battery,  another  was  immediately  raised  against  them  of 
twenty-four  pounders  and  some  mortars,  at  Barton's  Point. 
From  this  battery  we  have  fired  upon  them  for  some  days 
incessantly,  apparently  with  good  effect,  though  not  suffi- 
ciently to  make  them  discontinue  their  work.  The  news 
with  us  is  not  pro|)itious.  (^uebeck  is  taken,  and  General 
Carleton,  and  all  the  King's  troops  under  him,  prisoners  of 
war.  You  may  guess  the  truth  of  all  this  from  the  person 
who  has  favoured  us  with  the  information.  Mr.  George 
Erving  is  the  man  ;  he  had  it  from  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Bowdoin,  one  of  the  Rebel  Counsellors.  By  this  you  may 
discover  that  the  Rebels  without,  and  the  nominal  friends 
of  Government  within,  have  a  very  good  understanding 
together.  This  may  be  no  news  to  you,  though  it  may  be 
to  many  in  Eigland.  We  know  that  till  General  Howe 
had  the  command,  all  our  former  Governours  and  com- 
manders were  gulled  by  Government.  These  good  friends 
were  always  grasping  at  profitable  places,  and  we  are  cer- 
tain many  obtained  them;  but  still  tliey  had  a  warm  feel- 
ing for  American  independency,  and  we  have  invariably 
found  them,  after  their  large  salaries  were  fixed,  taking 
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every  method  to  convince  their  Rebel  countrymen  that 
they  were  their  best  friends ;  I  need  only  mention  a  Post- 
master-General, a  Surveyor-General,  and  our  Admiralty 
Judges. 

If  the  Rebels  can  complete  their  battery,  this  town  will 
be  on  fire  about  our  ears  a  few  hours  after ;  all  our  build- 
ings being  of  wood,  or  a  mixture  of  brick  and  wood-work. 
Had  the  Rebels  erected  their  battery  on  the  other  side  of 
the  town,  at  Dorchester,  the  Admiral  and  all  his  booms 
would  have  made  the  first  blaze,  and  the  burning  of  the 
town  would  have  followed.  If  we  cannot  destroy  the 
Rebel  battery  by  our  guns,  we  must  march  out  and  take 
it  sword  in  hand. 


Br  THE  King. — A  Proclamation, 

Appointing  the  distribution  of  Prizes  taken  during  the 
continuance  of  the  Rebellion  now  subsisting  in  divers 
•parts  of  the  Continent  of  North-America. 

George  R. 

Whereas  by  an  act  made  in  this  present  session  of  Par- 
liament, intituled  "An  act  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Colonies  of  New- Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
rebellion  within  the  said  Colonies  respectively;  for  repeal- 
ing an  act  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  His 
present  Majesty,  to  disconlinue  the  landing  and  discharging, 
lading  or  shipping  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  at  the 
town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts- Bay;  and  also  two  acts  made  in  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  for  restraining  the  trade  and  commerce 
pf  the  Colonies  in  the  said  acts  respectively  mentioned  ; 
and  to  enable  any  person  or  persons  appointed  and  author- 
ized by  His  Majesty  to  grant  pardons,  and  to  issue  procla- 
mations, in  the  cases  and  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;"  it  is,  amongst  other  things,  enacted,  that  all  ships 
and  vessels  of  or  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Colonies,  together  with  their  cargoes,  apparel,  and  furni- 
ture, except  as  in  the  said  act  are  excepted,  and  all  other 
ships  and  vessels  whatsoever,  together  with  their  cargoes, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  which  shall  be  found  trading  in  any 
port  or  place  of  the  said  Colonies,  or  going  to  trade,  or 
coming  from  trading  in  any  such  port  or  place,  except  as 
are  therein  also  excepted,  shall  become  forfeited  to  His 
Majesty,  as  if  the  same  were  the  ships  and  effects  of  open 
enemies,  and  shall  be  so  adjudged,  deemed,  and  taken,  in 
all  courts  of  admiralty,  and  all  other  courts  whatsoever : 
And,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  and  seamen 
of  His  Majesty's  ships-of-war,  it  is  thereby  also  further 
enacted.  That  the  flag-officers,  captains,  commanders,  and 
other  commissioned  officers  in  His  Majesty's  pay,  and  also 
the  seamen,  marines,  and  soldiers  on  board,  shall  have  the 
sole  interest  and  property  of  and  in  all  and  every  such  ship, 
vessel,  goods,  and  merchandise,  which  they  shall  seize  and 
take  (being  first  adjudged  lawful  prize  in  any  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's courts  of  admiralty)  to  be  divided  in  such  propor- 
tions, and  after  such  manner,  as  His  Majesty  shall  think  fit 
to  order  and  direct  by  proclamation  or  proclamations,  here- 
after to  be  issued  for  those  purposes : 

We,  taking  the  premises  into  consideration,  do,  pursuant 
to  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  (with  the  advice  of  our  Privy 
Council,)  by  this  our  proclamation,  order,  direct,  and  ap- 
point, that  the  nett  produce  of  all  prizes  taken,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  act,  by  our  ships-of-war,  be  divided  into 
eight  equal  parts,  and  be  distributed  in  manner  following, 
that  is  tosay:  To  thecaptainor  captainsof  any  ofourships- 
of-war  who  shall  be  actually  on  board  at  the  taking  of  any 
prize,  three-eighths  parts;  but  in  case  any  such  prize  shall 
be  taken  by  any  of  our  ship  or  ships-of-war  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  flag  or  flags,  the  flag-officer  or  officers  being 
actually  on  board,  or  directing  and  assisting  in  the  capture, 
shall  have  one  of  the  said  three-eighth  parts,  the  said  one- 
eighth  part  to  be  paid  to  such  flag  or  flag-officers,  in  such  pro- 
portions, and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  are  hereinafter 
for  that  purpose  mentioned  :  To  the  captains  of  marines  and 
land  forces,  sea  lieutenants  and  master  on  board  any  such 
ships,  one-eighth  part,  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them  : 
To  the  lieutenants  and  quartermasters  of  marines,  and  lieu- 


tenants, ensigns,  and  quartermasters,  of  land  forces,  boat- 
swain, gunner,  purser,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  chirurgeon, 
pilot,  and  chaplain,  on  board  any  such  ship,  one-eighth 
part,  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them  :  To  the  midship- 
men, secretary  to  flag-officers,  captain's  clerk,  master  sail- 
maker,  carpenter's  mates,  master-at-arms,  corporals,  yeo- 
men of  the  sheets,  coxswain,  quartermasters,  quartermas- 
ter's mates,  chirurgeon's  mates,  yeomen  of  the  powder-room, 
and  sergeants  of  marines  or  land  forces,  on  any  such  ships, 
one-eighth  part,  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them:  To 
the  trumpeters,  quarter-gunners,  carpenter's  crew,  steward, 
cook, armourer,  steward's  mate, cook's  mate,  gunsmith, coop- 
er, swabber,  ordinary  trumpeter,  barber,  able  seamen,  ordi- 
nary seamen,  and  marine  or  other  soldiers,  and  all  other  per- 
sons doing  duty  or  assisting  on  board  any  such  ships,  two- 
eighths  parts,  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them.  And  in 
case  any  sea-captain,  inferior  commission,  or  warrant  sea- 
officers,  belonging  to  any  ship-of-war,  for  whom  any  shares 
of  prizes  are  hereby  allowed,  be  absent  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  any  prize,  the  share  of  such  sea-captain,  inferior 
commission,  or  warrant  sea-officer,  shall  be  cast  into  the 
share  hereby  allowed  to  the  trumpeters,  quarter-gunners, 
carpenter's  crew,  steward,  cook,  armourer,  steward's  mate, 
cook's  mate,  gunsmith,  cooper,  swabber,  ordinary  trumpe- 
ter, barber,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  marine  or 
other  soldiers,  and  other  persons  doing  duty  or  assisting  on 
board  any  such  ships,  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them. 
Provided,  That  if  any  officer  or  officers  on  board  any  of 
our  ships-of-war,  at  the  time  of  taking  any  such  prizes, 
shall  have  more  commissions  or  offices  than  one,  he  or  they 
shall  be  entitled  only  to  the  share  or  shares  of  the  said 
prizes,  which,  according  to  the  above  mentioned  distribution, 
shall  belong  to  his  or  their  respective  superior  commissions 
or  offices.  And  we  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin  all  and  every 
commander  and  commanders  of  any  ships-of-war,  taking 
any  prize,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  transmit  or  cause  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of  our  navy,  a  true  list  of 
the  names  of  all  the  officers,  seamen,  marines,  soldiers  or 
others  who  were  actually  on  board  our  ships-of-war,  under 
his  or  their  command,  at  the  taking  such  prize  ;  which  list 
shall  contain  the  quality  of  the  service  of  each  person  on 
board,  and  be  subscribed  by  the  captain  or  commanding 
officer,  and  three  or  more  of  the  chief  officers  on  board. 
And  we  do  hereby  require  and  direct  the  Commissioners  of 
our  navy,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  to  examine  or 
cause  to  be  examined  such  lists  by  the  muster-books  of 
such  ships-of-war,  and  lists  annexed  thereto,  to  see  that 
such  lists  do  agree  with  the  said  muster-book,  and  annexed 
lists,  as  to  the  names,  qualities,  or  ratings  of  the  officers, 
seamen,  marines,  soldiers,  and  others  belonging  to  such 
ships-of-war;  and,  upon  request,  forthwith  to  grant  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  truth  of  any  list  transmitted  to  them,  to  the 
agents  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  captors,  pursuant 
to  the  said  act,  to  take  care  or  dispose  of  such  prize ;  and 
also  upon  application  to  them,  to  give,  or  cause  to  be  given, 
unto  the  agents,  who  shall  at  any  time  or  times  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid  by  the  captors,  all  such  lists  from  the 
muster-books  of  any  such  ships-of-war,  and  annexed  lists, 
as  the  said  agents  shall  find  requisite  for  their  direction  in 
paying  the  produce  of  such  prizes,  and  to  be  otherwise  aid- 
ing and  assisting  to  the  said  agents,  as  shall  be  necessary. 

And  as  touching  the  said  one-eighth  part,  herein  before 
mentioned  to  be  granted  to  the  flag-officer  or  officers,  who 
shall  be  actually  on  board  at  the  taking  of  any  prize,  or 
shall  be  directing  and  assisting  therein,  we  have  thought  fit, 
and  do  by  these  presents  publish,  order,  and  declare,  that 
the  following  regulations  be  observed : 

First.  That  a  flag-officer  commanding  in  chief,  where 
there  is  but  one  flag-officer  upon  service,  shall  have  to 
his  own  use  the  said  one-eighth  part  of  the  prizes  taken  by 
ships  under  his  command. 

Secondly.  That  a  flag-officer  sent  to  command  at  Ja- 
maica, or  elsewhere,  shall  have  no  right  to  any  share  of 
the  prizes  at  the  place  to  which  he  is  sent,  and  actually 
takes  upon  him  the  command. 

Thirdly.  That  when  an  inferior  flag-officer  is  sent  out 
to  reinforce  a  superior  flag-officer  at /amatcrt,  or  elsewhere, 
the  said  superior  flag-officer  shall  have  no  right  to  any 
share  in  the  prizes  taken  by  them  before  they  arrive  with- 
in the  limits  of  his  command,  and  actually  receive  some 
orders  from  him. 
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Fourlhly.  That  a  cliief  flag-officer  returning  home  from 
Jamaica,  or  elsewhere,  shall  have  no  share  of  the  prizes 
taken  by  the  ships  left  behind  to  act  under  another  com- 
mand. 

Fifthly.  That  if  a  flag-officer  is  sent  to  command  in  the 
out-ports  of  this  Kingdom,  he  shall  have  no  share  of  the 
prizes  taken  by  ships  that  sailed  from  that  port  by  order 
from  the  Admiralty. 

Sixthly.  That  when  more  flag-officers  than  one  serve 
together,  the  eighth  part  of  the  prizes  taken  by  any  ships 
of  the  fleet,  or  squadron,  shall  be  divided  in  the  following 
proportions,  videlicet :  If  there  be  but  two  flag-officers,  the 
chief  shall  have  two-third  parts  of  the  said  one-eighth  part, 
and  the  other  shall  have  the  remaining  third  part ;  but  if 
the  number  of  flag-officers  be  more  than  two,  the  chief  shall 
have  only  one-half,  and  the  other  half  shall  be  divided 
equally  among  the  other  flag-officers. 

Seventhly.  That  Commodores,  with  Captains  under 
them,  shall  be  esteemed  as  flag-officers,  with  respect  to 
their  right  to  an  eighth  part  of  prizes  taken,  whether  com- 
manding in  chief  or  serving  under  command. 

Given  at  our  Court,  at  St.  James's,  the  twenty-second 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  our  reign. 
God  save  the  King. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  December  22,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  30th  of  November,  and  of  the 
4th,  7th,  and  1 1th  oi  December,  being  duly  received,  were 
hid  before  Congress.  To  prevent  the  ill  consequences 
that  might  ensue  from  the  backwardness  of  the  men,  in  the 
present  service,  to  reinlist,  the  Congress,  as  I  informed  you 
in  my  last,  have  written  to  the  Governours  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode- Island,  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and 
the  President  of  the  Convention  o(  New- Hampshire.  In 
consequence  of  which  letters  they  have  strong  hopes  and 
confidence  that  measures  will  be  taken  to  complete  your 
army.  As  to  the  article  of  butter,  the  Congress,  desirous 
to  obviate  whatever  may  have  a  "  tendency  to  give  the  sol- 
diery room  for  complaint,"  have  instructed  me  to  inform 
you  that  the  same  may  be  continued  until  further  order. 

The  Congress  receive,  with  great  satisfaction,  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  success  of  Captain  Manly.  By  the 
enclosed  resolves,  you  will  perceive  their  determination  on 
the  captures  already  made,  as  well  as  those  which  may  be 
made  hereafter.  It  is  expected  the  several  Colonies  will 
erect  courts  of  admiralty,  and  that  the  judges  in  those 
courts  will  regulate  their  decisions  by  the  law  of  nations, 
except  where  it  is  relaxed  by  the  enclosed  resolutions. 

1  am  further  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress 
approve  your  taking  such  of  the  articles,  found  on  board 
the  Concord,  as  are  necessary  for  the  army.  The  neces- 
sity of  the  case  will,  they  apprehend,  justify  the  measure, 
even  though  the  vessel  upon  trial  should,  contrary  to  their 
expectation,  be  acquitted. 

I  am  authorized  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  that  Mr.  Mifflin,  the  Quartermaster-General, 
hold. the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  that  you  establish  his  rank  accordingly. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  resolutions 
of  Congress  for  your  future  proceedings,  which  I  am  di- 
rected to  transmit  to  you.  You  will  notice  the  last  resolu- 
tion relative  to  an  attack  upon  Boston.  This  passed  after 
a  most  serious  debate  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  the  execution  referred  to  you ;  and  may  God  crown 
your  attempt  with  success.  I  most  heartily  wish  it,  though 
individually  1  may  be  the  greatest  sufferer. 

I  have  paid  Mr.  Fessenden,  the  express,  in  full  for  his 
three  journeys  as  express  to  Philadelphia,  deducting  only 
sixty  dollars,  which  he  says  you  ordered  him  ;  so  that  there 
will  be  no  pay  due  to  him  for  services  performed  hereto- 
fore, only  for  his  expenses  now  from  this  place  to  you.  If 
this  adjustment  be  not  right,  please  to  inform  me. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sincere  sentiments  of  es- 
teem, sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Fessenden  being  indisposed,  I  have  sent  a  special 


express,  as  Congress  were  anxious  their  resolves  should 
reach  you  as  quick  as  possible. 

In  Congress,  December  22,  1775. 

Agreeably  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference 
relative  to  an  attack  on  Boston ;  and  after  debate,  the  Pre- 
sident resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  ffard  reported,  that  the 
Committee  had  taken  into  their  further  consideration  the 
matter  to  them  referred,  and  come  to  a  Resolution,  which 
he  was  ready  to  report. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  the  same  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  if  General  Washington  and  his  Council 
of  War  should  be  of  opinion  that  a  successful  attack  may 
be  made  on  the  troops  in  Boston,  he  do  it  in  any  manner 
he  may  think  expedient,  notwithstanding  the  town  and  the 
property  in  it  may  thereby  be  destroyed. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

John  Hancock,  President. 


CAPTAIN  LIVINGSTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  December  23,  1775.] 

December,  1775. 

Sir:  The  polite  letter  you  was  yesterday  pleased  to 
honour  me  with,  1  received  from  Mr.  Duane.  The  com- 
pliment paid  me  by  the  Congress  does  me  great  honour. 
Their  present  is  amazingly  genteel,  and  their  promise  very 
flattering  to  a  young  man  who  wishes  to  acquire  repu- 
tation. 

These  distinguished  marks  of  their  approbation  deserve 
my  warmest  acknowledgments  and  most  cordial  thanks. 
These  I  would  beg  leave  to  present  in  person,  did  not  my 
affection  for  my  late  father  render  me  unfit  to  appear  be- 
fore them.  This  lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  request- 
ing you,  sir,  to  increase  the  obligation  I  already  owe  you 
for  the  part  you  have  taken  in  my  favour,  by  presenting 
my  most  unfeigned  thanks  to  that  august  assembly  for  the 
unexpected  honour  done. 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Henry  R.  Livingston,  Captain. 

The  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE. 
Committee  Chamber,  Friday,  December  22,  1775 . 

The  following  members  met,  viz  :  John  Broome,  Chair- 
man, 

Mr.  P.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.Theop.  Anthony,  Colonel  Lasher. 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Duyckinck,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  De  Peyster,  Mr.  Phenix,  Mr.  Burling, 

Mr.  Abeel,  Mr.  Tompleton,  Mr.  Low, 

Captain  Johnson,  Mr.  Baiicker,  Mr.  Denning, 

Mr.  Ramsey,  Mr.Totten,  Mr  Miller, 

Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Wiokham,  Mr.  Brinckerhofi*— 23. 

Mr.  Ray, 

Committee  Chamber,  Tuesday,  December  26,  1775. 
Thirteen  members  met. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  on  Friday,  December  29, 1775. 
Present :  John  Broome,  Chairman  pro  tem., 

Mr.  J.  Ray,  Son.,  Captain  Dennis,  Mr.  Denning, 

Mr.  Duyckinck,  Mr.  J.  Anthony,  Mr.  Blceker, 

Captain  Pell,  Mr.  T.  Anthony,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Roome,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Janevray, 

Mr.  Banckcr,  Mr.  Ramsey,  Mr.  Ivors, 

Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Low, 

Mr.  Templotou,  Mr.  Broasted,  Mr.  Brinckerhoff, 

Mr.  Beekraan,  Mr.  Abrahams,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  Burling,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr.  De  Pey.ster, 

Captain  Johnson,  Mr.  Bassctt,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  Abed,  Mr.  J.  Ray,  Jun.,  Mr.  Phenix. 

Colonel  Uyer,  Mr.  Totten, 

Moses  Taylor  applied  for  leave  to  hire  a  person  to  enter 
on  board  the  Asia  as  a  seaman,  in  the  place  oi  James  Bow- 
en,  who  was  impressed  on  board  the  said  ship. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

Benjamin  Garretson  requesting  a  Certificate  from  this 
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Committee,  that  he  has  hitherto  acted  friendly  to  ibe  Ame- 
rican cause  ;  the  matter  being  debated. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Garretson  be  called  in,  and  the  two 
following  questions  proposed  to  him,  viz : 

1.  Whether  he  professes  himself  a  friend  to  \he  Ame- 
rican cause  ? 

2.  Whether  he  approved  of  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  American  Colonies,  in  the  present  contest  with  the 
British  Administration  ? 

The  first  question  was  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second,  Mr.  Garretson  begged  to  be  excused  from 
answering. 

The  question  then  being  put,  whether  Mr.  Garretson 
should  receive  a  Certificate  from  this  Committee,  carried  in 
the  negative. 

John  fVarner,  Captain  of  the  Twenty-Fourth  Beat,  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  one  Joseph  Brady  had  abused 
and  damned  the  Congress  and  Committee ;  denied  their 
authority ;  said  they  were  a  pack  of  danmed  traitors,  and 
that  he  would  pay  no  regard  to  any  of  them. 

Isaac  Piper's  evidence  corresponds  with  the  above. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  Joseph  Brady  be  ap- 
prehended immediately  by  an  order  from  this  Committee  ; 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  issue  his  order  to  the  offi- 
cer on  guard,  directing  him  to  cause  the  said  Joseph  Brady 
to  be  taken  and  kept  in  custody,  until  further  orders  from 
this  Committee. 

Committee  adjourned  until  Thursday,  January  4,  1776 


COMMITTEE  OF  MAMACOTING  PRECINCT  TO  THE  DELEGATES 
IN  PKOVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Mamacoting  Precinct,  December  22,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  there  have  been  commissions 
granted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of 
l^ew-York,  for  officers  for  the  northeast  division  of  the 
Precinct  oi  Mamacoting,  which  officers  were  not  legally 
chosen  ;  and  in  order  to  have  that  affair  rectified,  we  apply 
to  you,  being  both  of  our  delegates  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 

In  a  letter  directed  to  us  by  Colonel  Jacob  Hornbeck, 
dated  October  the  19th,  1775,  we  were  informed  that  there 
was  a  return  made  to  Congress  the  19th  of  August  last, 
signed  John  Young,  Chairman,  oi  John  Crage,  Captain, 
John  Graham,  First  Lieutenant,  John  McKinster,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  McCrery,  Ensign  ;  which  return  we 
testily  to  be  a  counterfeit,  and  was  countermanded  in  a  let- 
ter by  us  directed  to  Colonel  Hornbeck,  who  was  then  one 
of  our  delegates,  dated  October  the  26th,  1775 ;  and  the 
officers  legally  elected  or  chosen  were  returned  in  said  let- 
ter, viz:  John  Crn^c,  Captain,  Manuel  Gunsalis,  First 
Lieutenant,  fVilliam  Rose,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Isaac 
Rosa,  Ensign. 

Whereas  this  mistake  creates  a  great  uneasiness  in  the 
company,  we  request  the  favour  of  you,  or  either  of  you, 
to  explain  the  affair  to  Congress,  and  have  it  rectified. 

As  for  John  Crage,  as  he  was  legally  chosen  Captain, 
he  has  signed  the  Declaration ;  so  we  conclude  there  will 
be  no  need  of  another  commission  for  him  ;  but  refer  it  en- 
tirely to  your  better  judgment. 

Gentlemen,  your  speedy  compliance  with  our  request 
will  greatly  oblige  your  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Young,  Chairman, 

To  Andreas  De  Witt,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Brewster, 
Delegates  in  Provincial  Congress. 

P.  S.  Whereas  there  is  a  return  made  to  us  of  the  offi- 
cers elected  for  the  Coshocton  Company,  we  return  them 
to  you,  in  order  to  grant  them  commissions,  viz :  Bezaleel 
Tyler,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  Nathaniel  Reves,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Moses  Thomas,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Mitchell,  En- 
sign.   

TO    GENERAL  MONTGOMERT. 

Montreal,  December  22,  1775. 

Sir  :  Although  we  have  not  the  honour  to  be  known  to 
you,  we  find  it  very  necessary  to  acquaint  you  with  what 
passes  here,  to  the  end  that  you  may  not  in  future  fall  a 
victim  to  the  humanity  which  has  been  your  chief  guide 


since  your  arrival  at  this  city.  Humanity  and  generosity 
are  qualities  inestimable  to  men,  but  in  certain  circum- 
stances the  situation  of  the  person  ought  to  be  considered, 
to  the  end  jliat  care  may  be  taken  that  such  generosity 
may  not  be  used  to  serve  ot^ier  purposes.  Many  of  the 
citizens  are  surprised  that  all  the  place-men  that  were 
made  prisoners  in  the  eleven  vessels  near  Sorel,  have  not 
been  sent  down  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  as  these  per- 
sons go  in  and  out  of  almost  every  house  in  the  city,  hold- 
ing conversations  big  with  the  most  inhuman  sentiments, 
and  the  most  disadvantageous  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 
There  are  also  in  town  those  who  hold  commissions  under 
Government,  who  hold  very  indecent  and  very  indiscreet 
conversations,  and  who  grow  insolent  and  insupportable. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped  that  as  soon  as  the  rivers  are 
frozen,  and  that  the  roads  are  passable,  that  you  will  send 
all  those  who  were  taken  in  the  eleven  vessels,  down  to  the 
other  Colonies  on  the  Continent.  It  is  the  only  method 
to  silence  those  who  have  any  bad  designs,  and  to  procure 
peace  and  tranquillity  to  those  who  have  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  your  welfare  and  success  ;  and  who  desire  to  as- 
sure you  that  they  are,  with  true  sincerity  and  respect,  sir, 
your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant. 

The  Faithful  Union  with  Liberty. 

The  above  is  a  translation  of  an  original  letter  sent  from 
Montreal  to  General  Montgomery,  at  the  camp  before  Que- 
beck,  by  some  friends  to  the  cause. 


CONNECTICUT  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour,  Sic,  at  New-Haven, 
Friday,  December  22,  1775,  present: 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Hon.  Deputy-Governour 
Griswold,  Jabez  Huntington,  Samuel  Huntington,  Wil- 
liam Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  and  Benjamin  Hunting- 
ton, Esquires. 

On  motion,  &c.,  Voted,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the 
Pay-Table  in  favour  of  Captain  Robert  Niles,  of  the  armed 
schooner  Spy,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be 
by  him  accounted  for  on  settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  in 
so  far  payment  of  the  wages,  &;c.,  of  his  hands  on  board 
said  schooner.  y 

An  Order  drawn  and  delivered  him  next  morning. 

Messrs.  Greenough,  Fitch,  and  Austin,  Committee  for 
building  field  and  other  carriages  for  the  cannon  at  New- 
Haven,  by  order  laid  in  their  account  to  be  adjusted,  and 
there  is  on  examination  allowed  thereon  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  Pounds,  eight  Shillings,  six  and  three- 
quarter  Pence,  for  carriages,  &.C.,  built  by  order,  and  ex- 
clusive of  the  expense  of  building  several  of  their  own 
notion,  before  they  had  any  directions  about  it. 

An  Order  for  the  sum  allowed,  drawn,  and  delivered  to 
Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch. 

Captain  Joseph  Thompson,  of  the  Company  raised  for 
the  defence  of  New-Haven,  moves  that  the  season  is  so  far 
advanced,  and  the  weather  so  severe,  that  they  can  be  little 
or  no  service  in  carrying  on  the  works  of  defence  at  Black- 
Rock,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  &.c. 

And  on  consideration.  Voted,  That  said  Captain  Thomp- 
son and  Company  be  discharged  from  further  service  on 
their  present  establishment ;  said  dismission  to  take  place 
on  the  morrow,  being  the  23d. 

On  motion.  Voted  and  granted.  That  Captain  Thomp- 
son be  allowed  for  extra  service  while  on  the  works  at 
Black-Rock,  in  cold,  severe  weather,  &.c.,  the  sum  of  forty 
Shillings  per  month,  for  one  and  a  half  months;  is  three 
Pounds  in  the  whole. 

Allowed  several  small  bills  and  accounts  laid  in  by  Ben- 
jamin Huntington,  Esq.,  for  Captain  John  Lester,  for  build- 
ing ship-carriages,  fee,  the  sum  of  eight  Pounds,  fifteen 
Shillings,  and  five  Pence,  in  the  whole  ;  and  3d  of  January, 
1776,  gave  Captain  Lester  an  order,  and  dismissed. 

Met  again  at  New-Haven  next  evening,  and  did  several 
things ;  consulted  Captain  Sears,  &.C.,  about  Todd's  brig, 
&.C. ;  and  desired  him  to  take  care  of  the  brig  bought  of 
Captain  Grigg,  and  coming  into  New-Haven,  &.C.,  and 
prepare  an  estimate  of  stores,  &ic.,  for  the  same,  &c. 
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NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Ai  a  Provincial  Congress  lield  for  tlie  Colony  oi  New- 
York,  on  tVednesday  morning,  December  6,  1775: 

The  Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  Counties  of  New- 
York,  Albany,  Dutchess,  ^Vtstchesier,  and  Suffolk,  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  having  met 
frequently  since  the  14th  day  of  November  last  past,  that 
being  the  day  appointed  by  the  dissolution  of  the  late  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  meeting  of  this  Congress,  but  a 
representation  of  a  majority  of  the  Counties  not  having 
sooner  attended,  they  could  not  proceed  to  business  until 
this  day,  when  the  Deputies  from  a  majority  of  the  Coun- 
ties appeared,  and  the  gentlemen  hereafter  named  were 
present,  to  wit : 

For  the  City  and  County  of  New- York  :  Alexander 
McDongall,  James  Beekman,  Abraham  Brasher,  John 
Van  Cortlandt,  John  Roy,  Anthony  Rutgers,  Comfort 
Sands,  Jacobus  Van  Znndl,  Isaac  Roosevelt. 

For  the  City  and  County  q/"  Albany:  Robert  Van 
Rensselaer,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis  Nicoll,  Lteonard  Gaiir 
sevoort,  John  1.  Bleecker. 

Dutchess  County:  Gilbert  Livingston,  Cornelius 
Humphreys,  Jun.,  Henry  Schenck. 

For  the  County  o/Ulstek:  Thomas  Palmer,  Matthew 
Cantine. 

Westchester  County:  Lewis  Graham,  Gilbert 
Drake,  Joseph  Drake. 

Suffolk  County :  Nathaniel  fVoodhull,  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  Ezra  L' Hommedieu. 

King's  County:  John  Leffertse. 

Goshen  Precinct,  »n  Orange  County:  PeterClowes. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  the  fol- 
lowing Officers,  who  were  unanimously  elected,  viz  : 

Colonel  Nathaniel  M'oodhull,  President. 

John  McKesson,  Esq.,  Mr.  Robert  Benson,  Secretaries. 

Thomas  Pettit,  Doorkeeper  and  Messenger. 

The  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York 
produced  a  Certificate  from  the  General  Committee  of  the 
said  City  and  County,  dated  November  10,  1775,  and 
signed  by  JoAw  J5roo?ne,  Chairman  pro  tempore,*  whereby 
it  appears  that  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Cornelius 
Clapper,  Alexander  McDougall,  Joseph  Hallett,  Thomas 
Smith,  Abraham  Brasher,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  James  Beck- 
man,  Benjamin  Kissam,  John  Morin  Scott,  John  Van 
Cortlandt,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,John  Morton,  Isaac  Sears, 
John  Ray,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck,  Anthony  Rutgers, 
John  Imlay,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  Benjamin  Helme,  and 
Comfort  Sands,  were,  by  a  great  majority  of  voices,  elect- 
ed Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-York;  and 
that  they,  or  any  seven  of  them,  do  represent  the  City  and 
County  of  Neio-  York,  in  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-  York. 

The  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  pro- 
duced a  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  County 
of  Albany,  dated  November  llth,  1775,  signed  Matthew 
Visscher,  Secretary,!  certifying  that  Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis  Nicoll,  Ro- 

•  Pursuant  to  an  order  of  tlie  General  Committee,  we,  the  subscri. 
bers,  superintended  the  poll  taken  to-day,  at  the  City  Hall,  for  the 
election  of  Deputies  to  represent  this  City  and  County  in  the  ensuing 
Provincial  Congress,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  twenty- 
one  gentlemen  were  chosen  by  a  great  majority,  viz : 

PeUr  V.  B.  Lieingston,  Joseph  HalUlU  Isaac  RootrveU,  John  M. 
Scolt,  John  Morton,  Theodorus  Van  Wyck,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  Cor- 
neliut  Clapper,  Thomas  Smith,  James  Beekman,  John  Van  Cortlandt 
Isaac  Sears,  Anthony  Rutgers,  Benjamin  Helme,  Alexander  McDou. 
gall,  Abraham  Brasher,  Benjamin  Kissam,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  John 
Ray,  John  Imlay,  Comfort  Sands. 

And  we  do  further  certify,  that  the  electors  at  the  same  time  did 
conatituta  any  seven  of  the  forumentionod  persons  to  be  a  quorum. 

John  Imlay,     Daniel  Puenix, 
Robert  Ray,    Joii.n  Broome. 
*1Tew-York,  Novemberl,  1775.       ^*-  Bancker, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of 
New.York,  on  Friday  evening,  November  10,  1775:  Present,  John 
Broome,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  and  thirty-five  members. 

Tlio  sub-Committee  appointed  to  superintend  the  election  for  Depu. 
ties  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  Neie-York,  in  Provincial 
Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New.York,  delivered  in  their  Re|>ort,  which 
being  read,  was  unanimously  approved  of. 

Ordered.  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  deliver  a  certified 
copy  of  the  foregoing  Report  to  one  of  the  Deputies  chosen  to  repre- 
lent  this  City  and  County  in  the  ensuing  Provincial  Congress. 

John  Broome,  Chair'npro  tern. 

t  Auany  CoMmTTEE  CHAMBER,  November  11,  1 775 .  —Pursuant  to  the 
revives  of  this  Committee  entered  into  on  the  30lh  ultimo,  yesterday 


bert  Yates,  Henry  Glen,  Peter  Silvester,  Peter  R.  Li- 
vingston, John  James  Bleecker,  Leonard  Gansevoort, 
Henry  Oolhoudt,  and  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  were,  by  a 
majority  of  votes,  elected  Deputies  for  the  said  City  and 
County  ;  and  that  they,  or  any  five  of  them,  represent  the 
said  City  and  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  And,  by 
another  Certificate  from  the  said  Committee,  dated  No- 
vember 23,  1775,  and  signed  by  Matthew  Visscher,  Sec- 
retary,* a  Resolution  appears  that  the  above-mentioned 
gentlemen,  or  any  four  of  them,  do  attend  and  represent 
the  said  City  and  County  in  Provincial  Congress  for  the 
Colony  of  New-  York. 

^  The  Deputies  of  the  County  of  Dutchess  produced  a 
Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  dated 
November  8,  1775,  and  signed  by  Egbert  Benson,  Chair- 
man,! whereby  it  appears  that  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  Bever- 
ly Robinson,  Cornelius  Humphreys,  Henry  Schenck,  Gil- 
bert Livingston,  John  Kaine,  Jacob  Everson,  Morris  Gra- 
ham, and  Robert  G.  Livingston,  Esquires,  were  elected 
Deputies  for  the  said  County,  with  power  to  them,  or  any 
three  of  them,  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial 
Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New-  York. 

The  Deputies  for  the  County  of  Ulster  produced  a 
Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  dated 
the  7th  November,  1775,  and  signed  by  Johannes  Sleght, 
Chairman  pro  tempore,j  whereby  it  appears  that  Henry 

the  polls  of  the  several  elections  held  in  the  respective  Districts  in  this 
County,  for  Deputies  to  represent  tliis  City  and  County  in  Provincial 
Congress,  and  the  names  of  the  several  voters,  and  the  Deputies  they 
had  voted  for,  being  carefully  counted,  a  majority  of  votes  appeared  for 
Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis 
Nicoll,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Glen,  Peter  Silvester,  Peter  R.  Living, 
ston,  John  James  Bleecker,  laonard  Gansevoort,  Henry  Oolhoudt,  and 
Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 

This  Committee  do  thereupon  hereby  declare  the  said  persons  to  bo 
duly  elected;  and  that  they,  or  any  five  of  them,  represent  this  City 
and  County  in  Provincial  Congress  during  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes.  Matthew  Visscher,  Sec'y. 

•  Albany  Committee  Chamber,  November  23,  1775 Whereas  this 

Committee,  on  the  llth  instant,  from  the  return  of  the  polls  of  the 
several  elections  held  in  the  respective  Districts  in  this  County,  for 
Deputies  to  represent  this  City  and  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  did 
declare  Abraha7n  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Jacob  Cuyler, 
Francis  Nicoll,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Glen,  Peter  Silvester,  Peter  R. 
Livingston,  John  James  Bleecker,  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Henry  Oothoudt, 
and  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  to  be  duly  elected ;  and  that  Uiey,  or  any 
five  of  thern,  represent  this  City  and  County  in  Provincial  Congress 
during  the  time  mentioned  in  the  resolves  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 
But,  by  reason  of  the  inconvenience  attending  the  attendance  of  that 
number,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  said  persons,  or  any  four  of  them,  attend  said 
Congress,  and  represent  this  City  and  County  during  the  tune  afore- 
said.    A  true  copy  from  the  minutes.     Matthew  Visscher,  Sec'y. 

t  This  is  to  certify,  that  at  an  election  held  at  Povghkeepsie,  in  the 
County  of  Dutchess,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  of  the  27th  of  October  last,  under  the  inspec. 
tion  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  said  County,  on  the  7tli  and  8lh 
days  of  November,  1775,  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  Beverly  Robinson,  Cor- 
nelivs  Humphreys,  Henry  Schenck,  Gilbert  Livingston,  John  Kaine, 
Jacob  Everson,  Morris  Graham,  and  Robert  G.  Livingston,  Jan.,  Esqs., 
were  elected  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Dutchess,  with  power  to 
them,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  represent  the  said  County  in  a  Provin. 
cial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New.York,  appointed  to  meet  at  the 
City  of  New.York  on  the  14th  instant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  :  Egbert  Benson,  CAaiVn. 

Dutchess  County  Committee,  November  8,  1775. 

t  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Ulster,  on  Tues. 
day,  the  7lh  of  November,  1775,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Roelof  Eltinge,  in 
the  New-Paltz,  the  fallowing  persons  appeared  : 
For  Kingston :  Johannes  Sleght,  Esq.,    Johannes  Beekman,   Tobias 

Van  Buren. 
For  Hurly:   Charles  De  Witt,  Adrian  Wynkoop,  Esquires. 
For  Mariiletown  :  David  Bevier. 

Rochester  :  Andreas  De  Witl,  Esq.,  Hendricus  Hornbeck. 
New-Paltz:  Johannes  A.  Hardenbergh,  Joseph  Hasbroeck. 
Shawengonk:  Johannes  Janse,  Ea^. 
Newburuh  :  Abel  Belknap. 
New-Windbor  :   Samuel  Brewster. 
New.Marlborougu  :  Bordewyn   Teerpenning. 
Wallkill:  Philip  Swartwout,  John  Mclnster,  Andrew  MeCord. 
Hanovkk  :  James  McBride,  Alexander  Trimble. 

The  Committee  then  appointed  Johannes  Sleght,  Esq.,  to  sit  as  Chair, 
man  protem.,  a.nd  Johannes  Bruin  and  Israel  Smith  to  Borve  as  clceke. 
A  considerable  number  of  freeholders  of  the  County  of  Ulster  being 
then  assembled,  pursuant  to  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  in  order  to 
choose  eight  Deputies  to  represent  this  County;  and  then,  under  the 
inspection  of  the  above  Committee,  did,  by  the  major  voice,  choose  and 
elect  Henry  WJsner,  Matthew  Rea,  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Matthew  Cantine, 
Andreas  De  Wilt  and  Andreas  Lefever,  Esquires,  Messrs.  Thomas 
Palmer  and  Samuel  Brewster,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  then  resolved,  that  lliree  of  the  above  Deputies  ap. 
pearing  in  Congress  at  one  time,  shall  ba  entitled  to  act  and  give  thoir 
votes  for  said  County.      A  true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Johannes  Sleght,  Chair'n  pro  tem. 


385 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


386 


Wisner,  Matthew  Rea,  Dirk  Wynkoop,  Jun.,  Matthew  Were  unanimously  elected  Deputies  for  the  said  Precinct, 
Cantine,  Andreas  Dewitt,  and  Andreas  Lefever,  Esqrs.,  as  their  proportion  of  tlie  representation  of  the  said  Coun- 
Messrs.  Thomas  Palmer  and  Samuel  Brewster,  were  elect-  ty,  and  to  complete  the  number  of  Deputies  allotted  to  the 
ed  Deputies  to  represent  the  said  County ;  and  by  a  reso-  said  County  of  Orange;  and  that  at  the  same  meeting  it 
lution  of  the  said  Committee,  that  they,  or  any  three  of  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  any  two  of  the  Deputies  for 
them,  be  entitled  to  act  and  give  tlieir  votes  for  tlie  said  said  County,  represent  them  in  said  Congress,  viz:  one  on 
County. 

The  Deputies  of  the  County  of  Westchester  produced  a 
Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  dated 
7tli  November  1775,  and  signed  by  Gilbert  Drake,  Clmit- 
man,*  whereby  it  appears  that  Colonel  Lewis  Graham, 
Stephen  Ward,  Esq.,  ColoneiJosep/t  Drake,  Robert  Gra- 
ham, Esq.,  John  Thomas,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Mr.  William  Paul- 
ding, Major  Ebenezcr  Locktvood,  Colonel  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  and  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  were  duly  elected 
Delegates  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, with  power  to  any  three  of  them  to  act  for  the  said 
County. 

The  Deputies  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  produced  a 
Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  said  County,  dated 
November  7,  1775,  and  signed  by  William  Smith,  Chair- 
man,! wiiereby  it  appears  that  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Thomas 
TVedwell,SelahStrong, Nathaniel Woodlndl,  Ezra  L'Hom- 
medieu,  David  Gtlston,  Thomas  Wickham,  and  Daniel 
Brown,  Esquires,  were  unanimously  elected  Deputies  to 
represent  the  said  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  with 
power  for  any  three  of  tliem  to  be  a  quorum,  and  give  the 
vote  of  the  said  County. 

Peter  Clowes,  Esq.,  a  Deputy  for  Orange  County,  pro- 
duced a  Certificate  of  Benjamin  Tusteen,  Benjamin  Gale, 
and  Daniel  Everett,  Esquires,^  three  of  the  Committee  of 
Goshen  Precinct,  who  inspected  the  election,  and  also  a 
Certificate  from  the  said  Committee  of  Goshen  Precinct, 
signed  by  Daniel  Everett,  Chairman, "Ji  each  dated  27th 
November  last,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  a  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  and  tenants  in  Goshen  Precinct,  entitled  to  vote 
for  Deputies,  Peter  Clowes  and  William  Allison,  Esquires, 


the  south,  and  one  on  the  north  side  of  the  mountains. 

The  same  two  Certificates  were  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  filed  with  the  Secretaries  ; 

But  it  is  agreed  and  understood.  That  Mr.  Clowes  can- 
not have  a  vote  for  Orange  County,  until  one  or  more 
Deputies  arrive  from  Orange  County. 

Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  the  sense  of  this  Congress 
upon  every  Question  be  taken  and  determined  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Counties  then  having  Deputies  in  Congress. 
And  that  for  the  present  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York 
be  considered  as  four,  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  as 
three,  and  that  of  each  of  the  other  Counties  respectively 
as  two;  but  that  this  arrangement  shall  continue  only  till 
some  other  arrangement  shall  be  made  and  agreed  on  by 
tliis  Congress. 

The  following  Rules  are  agreed  to,  and  resolved  to  be 
the  Rules  of  this  Congress,  viz : 

1st.  That  the  President,  and  in  his  absence,  a  President 
to  be  appointed  ^ro  tem.,  shall  preside  at  every  meeting, 
and  keep  order  and  decorum,  and  that  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  sign  all  letters  fronj  this  Congress. 

2d.  That  all  motions  and  addresses  be  made  to  the 
Chair,  and  standing. 

3d.  That  if  more  than  one  shall  rise  to  speak  at  the 
same  time,  the  President  shall  determine  who  shall  first  be 
heard. 

4th.  That  the  substance  of  every  motion  made  and  se- 
conded, shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

5lh,  That  no  interruption  shall  be  suffered  while  a  Mem- 
ber is  delivering  his  sentiments. 


6th.  That  every  question  shall  be  determined  by  a  ma- 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Promacial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-    jority  of  voices ;  and  after  the  determination  of  any  matter 

,ir- .1.. ,  ..-_  -_  .u. /-...._._  . _  J-    ..„    _     or  thing,  the  same  question  shall  not  be  reassumed,   but 

with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  this  Congress,  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting,  and  that  upon  notice  having  been  given 
of  the  motion  for  reassuming  such  matter,  at  least  one  day 
before  such  motion  be  niade,  and  notice  thereof  given  to 
the  Members  representing  each  County,  who  shall  then  be 
in  the  City  of  iVeir-  York. 

7th.  That  when  any  question  shall  be  determined  upon 
a  division,  the  names  of  the  respective  Counties  shall  be 
entered  as  they  shall  vote  on  each  side ;  but  any  Member 
for  any  County  may  be  at  liberty  to  have  his  name  and 
dissent  from  the  vote  of  his  County  entered  on  the  Min- 
utes. 

8th.  That  this  Congress  shall  from  time  to  time,  meet 
on  their  own  adjournments  for  the  present. 

9th.  That  for  the  despatch  of  business,  and  to  prevent 
interruptions,  the  doors  at  our  meetings  shall  be  shut,  and 
that  none  but  Members  be  permitted  to  take  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  Congress. 

10th.  That  no  Question  shall  be  determined  on  the  day 
that  it  is  agitated,  if  three  Counties  shall  request  that  it  be 
deferred  to  the  next  day. 

11th.  That  no  Member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  speak  more 
than  twice  to  the  same  point,  without  leave  of  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  time  then  being. 

12th.  That  no  Member  shall  absent  himself  from  the 
Congress  ;  that  no  Member  shall  depart  from  the  Chamber 
until  the  Congress  be  adjourned  ;  and  that  no  Member  shall 
depart  from  the  City  o(  New- York  during  an  adjournment 
of  this  Congress,  without  leave  first  obtained. 

13th.  That  every  Member  of  this  Congress  shall  keep 
secret  all  such  matters,  proceedings,  and  things  in  this 
Congress,  as  shall  be  enjoined  from  the  Chair  to  be  kept 
secret. 

14th.  That  whenever  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress 
shall  be  published  at  the  close  of  this  session,  all  the  Min- 
utes shall  be  published,  and  no  part  concealed,  unless  such 
as  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Counties  shall  declare  to  be 
of  a  secret  or  unimportant  nature  ;  but  that  extracts  of  the 


York:  We  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Westchester,  do  humbly 
certify,  that  at  tiie  election  for  Delegates  to  represent  the  said  County 
in  tlie  next  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  held  at  New-York,  the  14th 
instant,  which  was  this  day  held  at  the  Court.House  of  the  saidCoun. 
ty.  Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Stephen  Ward,  Esq.,  Colonel  Joseph 
brake,  Robert  Graham,  Esq.,  John  Thomas,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Mr.  William 
Paulding,  Major  Ebenezer  Lockwood,  Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
and  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  were  duly  elected,  agreeably  to  the  resolves 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  represent  this  County  until  the  second 
Tiusday  in  May  next ;  and  that  it  was  voted  by  the  people  that  any 
three  of  the  said  Deputies  should  act  for  this  County. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  :  Gilbert  Drake,  Chair'n. 

Dated  the  7th  day  of  November,  1775. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes,  taken  by  Micah  Totensend,  Clerk  of 
the  Committee. 

t  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Suffolk  County,  in  the  Colony 
of  New.York,  held  at  the  County  Hall,  on  the  7th  day  o{ November, 
1775,  duly  Vvarned  for  the  purpose  of  electing  Deputies  to  represent 
this  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  until  the  second  Tuesday  in  May 
next: 

Voted,  unanimously.  That  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Thomas  Tredwell, 
Selah  Strong,  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Ezra  L'Homrnedieu,  David  Gel- 
ston,  Thomas  Wickham,  and  Daniel  Brown,  Esquires,  ba  the  Deputies 
to  represi^nt  this  County  at  the  ensuing  Provincial  Congress,  to  meet 
at  New-York,  the  fourteenth  day  of  this  instant,  and  that  any  three  of 
them  be  a  quorum,  and  empowered  to  give  the  vote  of  this  County  in 
tho  said  Congress.     By  order  of  the  County  Committee  : 

Attest :     Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Clerk,  ^h-i-iam  SMrru.  Chairman. 

X  Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  favour  of  the  23d  inst.,  and,  agree- 
ably to  your  request,  have  immediately  summoned  our  Precinct  together, 
which,  through  some  unhappy  mistake  of  the  County  Committee,  has 
not  been  notified  to  meet  before,  and  have  unanimously  elected  Peter 
Clowes  and  William  Allison,  Esqrs.,  as  part  of  the  Deputies  for  this 
Coimty,  and  which  was  left  by  the  other  Precincts  as  our  proportion 
of  representation.  We  hope,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  not  refuse  tho 
gontlouien  above-mentioned,  their  seats,  since  onr  County  has  fallen 
into  tho  method  of  choosing  their  Deputies  iu  the  respective  Pre. 
cincts.     Signed  by  the   Inspectors  of  the  election.     By  order  of  tho 

C<"n™'"««=  BeNJAM.N  TUSTEN, 

T    ivr      D  ;     ,  D  Be.vjamin  Galk, 

To  Mr.  Robert  Benson.  I,^^,^^  Everett. 

Goshen,  November  27,  1775. 

§  These  are  to  certify,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and 
tenants  of  Goshen  Precinct,  entitled  to  vote  for  Deputies  to  represent 
them  in  Provincial  Congress, 

Voted,  unanimously,  Thrit  Peter  Clowes  and  William  Allison,  Esqrs., 
bo  Deputies  for  s:iid  Precinct,  in  order  to  complete  tho  number  allotted 
to  the  County  of  Orange .  And  at  the  same  meeting,  unanimously 
agreed,  that  any  two  of  the  Deputies  for  said  County,  represent  them  ,.  -  i  i-  i     j  i- 

in  said  Congress,  viz :  one  on  tho  south,  and  one  ou  the  north  side  of  proceedings  may  nevertheless  be  published  trom  time  to 

the  mountains.    Signed  by  order :  n         t-  ^,    ,  time  as  the  Congress  shall  think  fit. 

Daniel  Everett,  Clerk,  ° 

Goshen,  November  27,  1775. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  meet  every  morning. 
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Smdat/s  excepted,  at  ten  o'clock  ;  tlmt  tlie  Congress  simll 
adjourn  at  one  o'clock,  and  meet  aj;ain  at  three  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ilobart,  Mr.  Palmer,  and  Mr. 
Bleeckcr,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  and  liquidate  the 
Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  and  prepare  a 
state  of  thein  to  be  laid  before  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  that  they  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 
•J  Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  L'Jlommcdieti,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr, 
^iansevoort,  and  Mr.  Sche.nck,  be  a  Committee  to  examine 
1  tiie  Letters  and  Papers  received  since  the  dissolution  of 
the  last  Provincial  Congress,  and  to  report  the  steps  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  thereon. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van 
Zandt,  James  Bcekman,  Abraham  Brasher,  John  Ray, 
and  Comfort  Sands,  or  any  majority  of  them,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  audit  all  Accounts  whicii  are  or  siiall  be  payable, 
or  produced  for  payment,  in  this  Colony,  for  any  charges 
or  disbursements  iiccrucd,  or  that  may  accrue  on  account 
of  the  United  Colonies,  or  by  means,  or  on  account  of, 
any  order  of  this  Congress,  and  that  they,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  do  certify  on  every  Account  by  them  audited,  how 
nuich  shall  be  paid  on,  or  for  such  Account;  and 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  further.  That  the  Treasurer 
appointed  by  this  Congress  be  authorized  to  pay  and  dis- 
charge on  all  such  Accounts  so  audited,  such  sum  or  sums 
as  shall  be  certified  by  the  said  Committee,  or  a  major  part 
of  them,  to  be  due  and  payable  on  or  for  such  Accounts. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Pettr  Van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingston, Esq.,  be  Treasurer  for  this  Congress,  of  all  mo- 
ney received,  or  to  be  received,  or  that  shall  be  issued  in 
this  Colony,  for  the  general  defence  of  America,  or  the 
Continental  service,  or  the  particular  defence  or  service  of 
this  Colony. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  this  af- 
ternoon.   

Wednesday,  December  6,  P.  M. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Colonel  Woodhull,  President. 
For  the  City  and  County  of  New-York. — Mr.  Cortlandt, 

Mr.  Ray,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beek- 

nian,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Brasher,  Colonel  McDougall. 
Suffolk. — Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Hobart. 
Albany. — Mr.Gansevoorl,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Captain  Cuyler, 

Mr.  Bleecker,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Graham,  Colonel   Joseph   Drake, 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 
King^s. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wynkoop. 
For  Goshen  Precinct,  Orange  County. — Mr.  Clowes. 

Mr.  Palmer  delivered  in  the  Returns  of  the  Officers  of 
three  Companies  of  Minute-Men  in  Ulster  County,  which 
were  read,  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissions  issue  to  the  Officers  of 
the  said  three  Companies  as  elected  and  returned. 

Agreed,  unanimottsly ,  That  Captain  John  Grenell  be 
recommended  to  the  Continental  Congress  to  be  released 
from  his  present  duty,  and  recommended  for  Captain  of  a 
Company  of  Matrosses,  and  that  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  the 
Continental  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Schenck  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  view  the  Arms  at  Allen's,  the  Gunsmith's,  want- 
ed to  be  purchased  for  Lord  Sterling,  and  that  they  agree 
for  them,  or  such  of  them  as  they  think  proper,  and  at  such 
price  as  they  think  reasonable. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that 
additional  Barracks  be  immediately  built  at  the  Fortifica- 
tions on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson's  river,  in  the  High- 
lands, which,  with  those  already  built,  will  be  capable  of 
quartering  one  thousand  men  ;  and  also  a  Magazine  suffi- 
cient to  contain  provisions  for  the  like  number  of  men  for 
one  month. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  super- 
intend the  building  of  the  said  Fortifications  do  provide  the 
materials  necessary  for  building  the  said  Barracks  and  Ma- 
gazine, and  they  do  cause  the  same  to  be  built  and  com- 
ulelely  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  all  the  Papers 
and  Letters  between  the  Connnissioners  at  the  Fortifica- 
tions and  Bernard  Romans,  Engineer  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Nicoll,  Palmer,  and  Joseph 
Drake,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  tiie  Fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  and  endeavour  to  accommodate  the  difference 
subsisting  between  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  the  said 
Fortifications  and  the  Engineer  ;  and  in  case  they  shall  not 
be  able  to  accommodate  the  said  difference,  to  give  such 
directions  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  expediting  the 
work  of  the  said  Fortifications,  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  judge  best  for  the  publick  service  ;  and  make  report  as 
well  of  the  true  causes  of  such  difference,  wit!)  all  necessa- 
ry facts  relating  to  the  same,  as  of  such  directions  as  they 
shall  have  given  for  expediting  the  said  work. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  do  advance  and  pay  to  Mr. 
John  Berrien,  as  Commissary  for  the  Commissioners  for 
erecting  the  Fortifications  on  the  hanks  o(  Hudson's  River, 
in  the  Highlands,  and  one  of  the  said  Commissioners,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  on  account,  to  enable  him  to 
discharge  the  like  sum  lately  borrowed  in  the  recess  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  by  Mr.  Berrien  and 
two  other  gentlemen,  to  discharge  debts  necessarily  con- 
tracted for  necessaries  for  the  said  Fortifi'ations. 

Whereas,  great  inconveniences  may  arise  if  any  Sutlers 
or  Retailers  of  Liquor  should  be  permitted  to  suttle  or  retail 
Liquors  among  the  Artificers  and  Labourers  at  the  Fortifi- 
cations in  the  Highlands, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  at  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands  do  not  permit  or  suffer  any 
Sutler  or  Retailer  of  Liquor  of  any  kind,  or  under  any  de- 
nomination whatever,  to  remain  at  or  near  the  said  Fortifi- 
cations, amongst  the  Mechanicks,  Labourers,  or  other  per- 
sons at  or  about  the  said  Fortifications,  except  sucii  as  are 
specially  appointed  by  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops,  for  the  time  being,  among  his  own  Troops 
only,  under  his  direction,  and  subject  to  military  law. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Thursdiiy  A.  M.,  December  7,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Colonel  Nathaniel  fVoodhttll,  President. 
For  New-York. — .Mr.   Roosevelt,  Mr.  Brasher,  Captain 

Rutgers,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Beekman  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Mr.  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,   Colonel 

Nicoll,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoori. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr, 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Suffolk. — Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Strong. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph    Drake,  Colonel  Graham, 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 
For  Goshen  Precinct,  Orange  County. — Mr.  Clowes. 

A  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  informing  the  Congress  of 
a  new  Committee's  being  chosen  for  the  said  County ;  that 
they  had  again  honoured  him  with  the  Chair ;  that,  as  he 
resides  in  the  extreme  part  of  the  County,  many  incon- 
veniences might  arise,  if  all  matters  respecting  the  said 
County  should  be  directed  to  him,  and  therefore,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  said  Committee,  they  had  appointed  Col. 
Freer,  Capt.  Piatt,  and  Messrs.  John  Child,  Paul  Schenck, 
and  Peter  Tappan,  (all  residing  at  Poughkeepsie,)  a  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  and  requesting  that  all  Letters, 
Sic,  from  this  Congress  respecting  their  County,  be  direct- 
ed in  future  to  those  gentlemen,  was  read  and  filed. 

Another  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  dated  November  28, 
1775,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following: 

"  Red  Hook,  Dutclicse  County,  November  28,  177.'>. 

"  Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  some  individual  members  of  our  late  Congress,  en- 
closing copies  of  certain  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  the  8th  inst.,  respecting  a  number  of  men  to  be 
furnished  by  this  County  for  the  use  of  the  fortress  in  the 
Highlands, 
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"  The  letter  came  to  hand  the  18th  inst.,  and  I  would  im- 
mediately have  called  the  County  Committee  together,  but 
found  it  would  be  the  saving  only  of  a  few  days,  the  stated 
meeting  being  the  27th,  and  therefore,  with  the  unanimous 
advice  of  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  neighbourhood,  I 
thought  proper  to  defer  the  matter  till  that  time,  especially 
as  the  calling  a  special  meeting,  the  members  being  dis- 
persed through  the  County,  is  attended  with  considerable 
expense.  There  was  a  circumstance,  also,  of  which  I  sup- 
posed the  Congress  ignorant,  that  induced  me  to  think  that 
the  business  did  not  require  such  immediate  despatch, 
namely,  that  Captain  Havens  with  fifty  men,  belonging  to 
the  Continental  forces  (the  party  that  escorted  the  Chambly 
garrison  to  Connecticut)  were  on  their  march  to  garrison 
the  fortification. 

"  I  laid  the  letter  before  our  General  Committee  on  Mon- 
day last,  who  ordered  me  to  write  to  the  Colonels  of  the 
two  Minute  regiments  in  the  County,  desiring  them  each  to 
hold  a  company  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, with  a  request  also,  that  those  gentlemen  would  imme- 
diately write  to  the  commanding  officer  at  the  fortress,  in- 
forming him  of  the  places  of  rendezvous  of  their  respective 
regiments. 

•'This  measure  was  advised  by  three  members  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  whom  1  saw  as  they  passed  through 
this  County  in  their  way  to  the  northward.  They  informed 
me  that  they  had  been  at  the  fort  where  they  had  left  part 
of  two  companies,  and  that  when  Mr.  Havens  arrived  with 
his  party  there  would  be  men  sufficient  for  its  present 
defence,  or  at  least  as  many  as  could  conveniently  be  ac- 
commodated, and  therefore  proposed  that  we  should  only 
hold  a  company  or  two  ready  to  march  upon  an  emergency. 

"  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  the  Congress,  that  seve- 
ral companies  have  not  only  turned  out  as  volunteers,  but 
have,  both  men  and  officers,  solicited  the  service. 

"  1  remain,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  your  very  hum- 
ble servant,  <<  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman. 

"  Nathaniel   Woodhull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Pi-ovinciai 

Congress,  New-  York." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Roosevelt  and  John  Van  Cort- 
landt  wait  on  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
Colony,  and  inform  him  that  the  Provincial  Congress,  find- 
ing it  inconvenient  to  meet  in  the  Exchange,  intend  to  re- 
move to  the  Assembly  Chamber,  and  request  him  to  direct 
the  Clerks  of  the  Assembly  to  take  proper  care  of  the  Books 
and  Papers  of  the  General  Assembly  in  such  manner  as  he 
shall  direct. 

Messrs.  Roosevelt  and  Van  Cortlandt  returned,  and  in- 
formed the  Congress  that  the  Speaker  of  the  General  As- 
sembly has  ordered  Mr.  Bancker  to  take  care  of  the  Books 
and  Papers  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  that  the  Con- 
gress may  use  the  said  room  immediately. 

The  Letter  or  Note  of  Lieutenants  Borough  and  Rich- 
ardson of  yesterday  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, viz: 

"  "  New-York,  December  6,  1775. 

"  Lieutenants  Borough  and  Richardson,  of  the  Twenty- 
Sixth  Regiment,  now  upon  their  parole  in  this  town,  request 
to  be  informed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iVe!t»- Fort 
what  route  the  garrison  of  St.  John's  has  taken,  and  also  re- 
quest that  they  would  lengthen  the  enclosed  papers  fourteen 
days,  with  permission  to  remain  a  few  days  at  Perth-Am- 
boy.  Their  answer  to  the  above,  sent  to  Mrs.  Airy's,  will 
much  oblige  those  gentlemen." 

The  Certificates  of  General  Schuyler  of  the  parole  of 
those  gentlemen,  enclosed  in  the  note  or  card  above  copied, 
were  also  read. 

An  answer  lo  Lieutenants  if oroug-A  and  Richardson  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Provincial  Congress  informs  Lieutenants  Boroiis;h 
and  Richardson,  that  they  are  not  apprized  of  the  route 
the  garrison  of  St.  John's  have  taken;  that  they  conceive 
it  out  of  their  province  to  lengthen  the  parole  of  General 
Schuyler,  and  that  the  Congress  conceive  Colonel  McDou- 
gall,  as  commanding  officer  in  this  city,  to  be  the  proper 
person  to  be  applied  to  with  respect  to  their  going  to  the 
westward. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  answer,  with  the  Certificates  of 
the  General,  be  sent  to  Lieutenants  Borough  and  Richard- 
ton,  by  the  Doorkeeper. 


Colonel  McDovgall  moved  (seconded  by  Captain  Cuy- 
ler)  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

1  move  that  Jacobus  Oosirum,  Johannes  Medlar,  and 
Barnt  Lewis,  be  kept  in  close  confinement  in  the  jail  of 
Dutchess  County,  at  their  respective  expense,  until  tiie  fur- 
ther order  of  this  or  some  future  Congress;  and  that  such 
of  them  who  have  not  means  to  support  themselves,  be 
maintained  at  the  publick  expense ;  provided  the  want  of 
such  means  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  that  County. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion ;  and  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  man- 


ner following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affirmative. 

3  Albany. 
2  Suffolk. 
2  Wostcliester. 
2  Ulster. 

4  New-York. 
2  Dutcliosg. 


For  the  Negative. 
2  King's. 

2  TOtCS. 


15  votes. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  Jacobus  Oosirum,  Johannes 
Medlar,  and  Barnt  Lewis,  be  kept  in  close  confinement  in 
the  Jail  of  Dutchess  County,  at  their  respective  expense, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  future  Congress; 
and  that  such  of  them  who  have  not  means  to  support 
themselves,  be  maintained  at  the  publick  expense ;  pro- 
vided the  want  of  such  means  shall  appear  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  that  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  forwarded 
to  the  Committee  of  that  County. 

Messrs.  Palmer  and  Schenck,  the  Committee  appointed 
for  purchasing  one  hundred  stand  of  Arms  for  the  Jersey 
Forces,  reported  that  they  have  agreed  with  Jacamiah  Al- 
len for  sixty  three-quarter  bore,  and  forty  of  five-eighth 
bore  Muskets,  with  double-bridle  Locks,  Bayonets,  and 
Scabbards,  complete,  at  four  pounds  each  ;  to  be  complete 
in  ten  days. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  delivered  in  their  Report, 
which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
Treasurer's  Account,  and  find  that  the  money  has  been 
regularly  paid  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts,  but  that  no  separation  has  been  made  be- 
tween the  Continental  charges  and  those  which  are  merely 
Provincial,  which  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  ought  to 
be  done. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pcttit,  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  Con- 
gress, do  wait  upon  Messrs.  Peter  VanBrugh  Livingston, 
Joseph  Hallett,  Thomas  Smith,  Benjamin  Kissam,  John 
Morton,  Isaac  Sears,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  and  Benjamin 
Helme,  Deputies  with  others  chosen  to  represent  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  in  this  Congress,  and  desire 
them  to  take  their  seats  in  Congress,  or  assign  their  reasons 
for  their  non-attendance,  without  delay ;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retaries do  furnish  the  said  Deputies  with  a  copy  of  this 
order. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  this  after- 
noon. — 

Thursday,  P.  M.,  Decombor  7,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Colonel  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-  York. — Col.  Brasher,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Ray> 

Colonel  McDougall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr^ 

Sands. 
Albany. — Captain  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Nicoll, 

Captain  Cuyler,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Colonel   Graham, 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 
Suffolk. — Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  do  advance  lo  John  Berrien, 
as  Commissary  of  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  the  For"-- 
lifications  on  the  banks  of  Hudson's  river,  in  the  High-. 
lands,  and  one  of  the  said  Commissioners,  the  sum  of  one- 
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thousand  pounds,  for  the  necessary  purposes  of  erecting  the 
said  Forlificalions,  and  defraying  the  debts  contracted  on 
account  thereof;  that  Mr.  Berrien  send  up  such  part  there- 
of to  the  other  Commissioners  as  he  may  think  proper  or 
necessary,  and  retain  the  residue  iliereof  in  his  own  hands, 
to  discharge  the  debts  aheady  contracted,  or  that  may  ne- 
cessarily be  contracted  by  him  as  Commissary  for  the  said 
Commissioners,  and  one  of  the  said  Commissioners. 

Friday  Morning,  December  8,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Colonel  Woodhull,  President. 
For  Neip- York. — Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel 

Brasher,  Colonel  McDougall,   Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Beek- 

man,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Colonel  NicoU,  Mr.  Gan- 

sevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Captain  Cuyler. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Goshen  Precinct,  Orange  County. — Mr.  Clowes. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Graham,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 
Suffolk. — Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Hobart. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq., 
President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congros!;,  Ncw.Yoik,  December  8,  1775. 

Sir:  We  are  honoured  with  your  favour  of  iYcn;e7??Jer 
the  3d,  enclosing  resolves  of  Congress  respecting  the  ex- 
portation of  the  produce  of  the  United  Colonies ;  the  con- 
duct to  be  observed  by  the  Colonies,  which  are  not  inclu- 
ded in  the  Restraining  Act,  8cc. ;  of  the  9lh,  by  express, 
enclosing  resolves  of  Congress  touching  the  fortresses  on 
Hudson's  river,  in  the  Highlands ;  of  the  10th,  concern- 
ing the  clothing  of  the  army  in  the  Northern  department ; 
and  of  the  27tli,  requesting  us  to  furnish  Lord  Stirling 
with  what  fire-arms  we  could  conveniently  spare. 

It  gives  us  pain  that  letters  of  such  great  importance 
should  remain  so  long  unanswered  ;  but  the  late  Provincial 
Congress  having  broke  up  without  appointing  a  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  the  present  Congress  not  meeting  till  yes- 
terday, has  prevented  their  being  properly  noticed.  How- 
ever, a  considerable  number  of  the  members  who  were  in 
town,  took  upon  themselves  to  give  directions  for  the  exe- 
cuting such  parts  of  the  resolves,  respecting  the  fortresses 
in  the  Highlands,  as  would  not  admit  of  delay,  and  for 
expediting  the  clothing  of  the  army,  which  we  hope  is,  be- 
fore this,  safely  arrived  in  Albany. 

Not  having  any  fire-arms  belonging  to  the  Colony 
which  could  be  spared,  a  Committee  has  been  appointed 
to  purchase  them  in  the  city,  who  have  engaged  one  hun- 
dred stand,  to  be  ready  in  ten  days. 

We  shall  use  the  utmost  despatch  to  complete  every 
thing  committed  to  our  care  respecting  the  fortifications  on 
Hudson's  river.  The  delay  in  our  meeting  has  prevented 
the  raising  the  artillery  company  directed  by  Congress. 
We  have  nominated  Captain  John  Grenell,  of  Colonel 
Clinton's  regiment,  as  the  most  proper  person  we  can 
meet  with  for  the  command  of  an  artillery  company.  He 
now  commands  a  detachment  of  that  regiment  at  the  post 
in  the  Highlands,  from  whence  we  cannot  call  him  without 
leave  of  the  Congress.  As  his  company  is  at  present  in- 
complete, and  the  time  of  inlistment  is  nearly  expired,  we 
beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
leave  the  company  under  the  command  of  his  first  lieu- 
tenant for  the  present. 

We  pray  the  sense  of  Congress  on  this  matter  as  soon 
as  possible ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  informed  what  is 
the  establishment  of  the  artillery  with  respect  to  pay, 
clothing,  and  arms. 

We  doubt  not  but  the  resolves  of  Congress,  of  JVo»em- 
bcr  1,  will  be  most  religiously  observed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony. 

It  gives  us  the  highest  satisfaction  to  find  that  our  con- 
duct, respecting  the  commerce  of  this  Colony,  meets  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Congress ;  and  the  polite  manner 
in  which  you  are  pleased  to  communicate  their  vote  of 
thanks,  demands  our  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 


We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Congress. 

P.  S.  We  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Congress,  that  in  obe- 
dience to  their  order,  three  companies  of  minute-men  they 
directed,  with  their  proper  officers,  are  stationed  in  the 
Highlands,  near  the  fortifications,  and  under  the  command 
of  Captain  ToAn  Grenell,  the  present  commanding  officer 
of  the  Continental  forces  at  the  fortress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New. York,  December  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  At  this  late  date  we  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  favours  of  3d,  9th,  and  28th  November  last, 
having  been,  till  the  6th  inst.,  in  the  unhappy  predicament 
of  not  having  members  sufficient  to  make  a  Congress. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  putting  it  in  our  power 
to  recommend,  through  you,  an  officer  to  command  at  the 
fortress  in  the  Highlands.  We  are  fully  of  opinion  with 
you,  gentlemen,  that  the  person  to  fill  that  important  office 
should  be  not  only  of  the  strictest  honesty  and  fidelity,  but 
also  well  acquainted  with  the  pass  he  must  defend.  We 
therefore  recommend  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esq  ,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Bedlow,  Mr.  Thomas  Grenell,  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
Lawreiice,  as  persons  qualified  for  that  service. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  there  has  been  an  order  passed  in 
our  favour  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  heartily  wish  the 
money  here,  as  we  have  many  pressing  calls,  and  not  a  far- 
thing to  satisfy  them.  We  earnestly  entreat  your  utmost 
endeavours  to  have  it  forwarded  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder  sent  to  the  fort  in 
the  Highlands,  was  a  very  seasonable  supply,  as  that  pass 
would  have  remained  in  an  almost  defenceless  slate  with- 
out it.  This  Colony  is  so  destitute  of  powder,  that  we  are 
obliged  to  take  the  liberty  of  desiring  you  to  be  extremely 
pressing  in  Congress  for  the  repayment  of  the  debt  due  to 
us  in  that  article. 

Yours  of  the  3d  instant  we  shall  duly  notice  as  soon  as 
we  have  expedited  the  many  very  pressing  matters  which 
have  grown  on  our  hands  by  occasion  of  our  not  being  a 
body  sufficient  to  do  business  for  so  long  a  time. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Captain  John  McNachten,  who  arrived  last  evening  from 
London,  being  requested  by  Congress  to  attend,  and  at- 
tending at  the  door,  was  called  in  and  examined;  and  his 
examination  being  reduced  to  writing,  and  read  to  him,  he 
declared  it  was  truly  taken,  and  was  thereupon  filed. 

A  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Committee  Chamber,  New- York,  December  5,  1775. 

"  The  General  Committee  hereby  recommend  William 
Leary  as  a  suitable  person  for  a  Town-Major,  and  request 
he  may  be  commissioned  accordingly. 

"John  Bkoome,  Chairman  pro  tern. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  New- 
York." 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  issued  to  the  said  Wil- 
liam Leary,  as  Town-Major  of  the  City  o{  New-York, 
agreeably  to  the  said  recommendation. 

A  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  iVeif- 
York,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"Committee  Chamber,  New.York,  December  5,  1775. 

"The  General  Committee  hereby  recommend  Peter 
Pra  Van  Zandt  for  first  Major,  and  Patrick  Welsch  Ad- 
jutant to  the  said  regiment  of  militia,  and  request  they  may 
be  commissioned  accordingly. 

"John  Broome,  Chairman  'pro  tern. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New- 
York." 
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Oedered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentle- 
men accordingly. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  one 
Speight,  a  druggist,  who  formerly  lived  in  this  city,  and 
returned  here  lust  evening  from  London,  and  had  in  many 
instances  shown  himself  inimical  to  the  interest  and  liber- 
ties of  the  American  Colonies,  was  last  evening  appre- 
liended  by  some  of  the  militia  officers ;  that  he  had  thought 
it  his  duty  to  have  him  confined  at  the  Guard-house,  until 
he  should  have  the  orders  of  this  Congress;  that  a  number 
of  letters  which  had  been  taken  in  custody  of  the  said 
Speight,  had  been  sealed  up  in  a  wrapper  in  presence  of 
the  said  Speight,  and  were  now  delivered  into  the  Con- 
gress for  their  order. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  be  a  Committee  to  open,  ex- 
amine, and  inspect  all  the  said  Letters,  and  report  such  of 
them  to  this  Congress  as  they  shall  find  relating  to  publick 
matters,  or  necessary  to  be  read  by  this  Congress. 

A  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  oi  New -York,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit  : 

''To   the    Honourable  the   Provincial  Congress  for  the 

Province  of  New-Yobk. 

"The  Petition  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City  and 

County  of  New- York  humbly  showeth: 

"That  your  Petitioners  having  been  informed  that  a 
body  of  troops,  from  a  neighbouring  Colony,  did  lately 
make  their  publick  entry  inlo  this  city  at  noon-day,  and 
did  seize  and  carry  off  the  types  belonging  to  one  of  the 
publick  printers*  of  this  Colony,  without  any  authority  from 
the  Continental  or  this  Congress,  your  Petitioners,  or  any 
other  body  having  power  to  grant  such  authority ;  and 
being  apprehensive  that  such  incursions,  should  they  be 
repeated,  will  be  productive  of  many  great  and  evil  con- 
sequences to  the  inhabitants  of  such  place  into  which  they 
may  be  hereafter  made,  do  therefore  conceive  it  highly 
necessary,  in  the  present  situation  of  publick  affairs,  as 
well  for  the  sake  of  the  internal  peace  and  harmony  of 
each  Colony,  as  for  the  maintenance  of  the  general  union 
of  the  Continent,  now  happily  subsisting  and  so  essential 
at  this  juncture,  that  each  of  the  associated  Colonies  on  the 
Continent  should  have  the  sole  management  and  regulation 
of  its  publick  matters  by  its  Congress  or  Committee,  unless 
otherwise  directed  by  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

"  Your  Petitioners  therefore  do  most  humbly  pray  that 
this  honourable  House  of  Delegates  would  be  pleased  to 
take  the  premises  into  their  consideration,  and  devise  some 
expedient  to  prevent,  for  the  future,  the  inhabitants  of  any 
of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  coming  into  this,  to  direct 
the  publick  affairs  of  it,  or  to  destroy  the  property  or  in- 
vade the  liberty  of  its  inhabitants,  without  the  direction  of 
the  Continental  or  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  Committee  of  the  County  into  which  such 
inhabitants  may  come,  or  of  the  Continental  Generals,  un- 
less there  should  be  an  invasion  made  into  this  Colony. 

"And  your  Petitioners  shall  forever  pray,  &ic. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"John  Broome,  Chairman  pro  tern" 

The  said  Petition  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  de- 
bates arose  thereon  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  and  Mr.  Brasher,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  the  said  Petition  into  consideration,  and  report 
thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Congress  that  Mr.  John  Ber- 
rien, Commissary  for  the  Commissioners  for  erecting  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and  one  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, is  entirely  disinterested  in  any  controversies  or 
difficulties  that  have  arisen  or  subsisted  between  the  other 
Commissioners  and  the  Engineer,  and  at  the  same  time 
well  acquainted  therewith  ;  that  the  said  John  Berrien  has 
also  some  influence  with  the  other  Commissioners,  and 
with  the  Engineer,  and  is  properly  qualified  to  assist  the 
Committee  appointed  to  go  up  to  the  said  Fortifications, 
to  take  examinations,  and  reduce  them  to  writing  if  neces- 
sary.    Therefore, 

[♦  James  Rivington.] 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Berrien  be  requested  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Committee  of  this  Congress,  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  to  the  said  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
to  assist  the  said  Committee  in  taking  examinations,  and 
in  every  other  matter  relating  to  the  said  Fortifications,  in 
which  they  may  need  his  aid  and  assistance,  or  find  it 
useful. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress,  that  Mr, 
Bernard  Romans  is  in  want  of  cash,  and  requests  an  order 
for  a  month's  pay. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Bernard  Romans,  the 
sum  of  fifty  dollars,  on  account  of  his  pay,  and  take  his 
receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  this  after- 
noon.   

Die  Veneris,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  8,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Nathaniel  Waodhull,  Esq.,  President. 

For  New- York. — Col.  McDougall,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 
Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Beeknian,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  John 
Van  Corllandt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Ray,  Captain  Rut- 
gers, Mr.  Sands. 

Albany. — Colonel  Van  Rensselaer,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Capt. 
Cuyler,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 

Dutchess  County. — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 

Goshen  Precinct,  in  Orange  County. — Mr.  Clowes. 

Suffolk  County. — Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr. 
Hobart. 

Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 
Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 

King's  County. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  John  Jones  and  Doctor  Treat  be 
requested  to  make  out  with  all  convenient  speed,  a  list  or 
estimate  of  Instruments  and  Medicines  necessary  for  the 
Colony  in  its  present  alarming  state,  and  report  the  same 
to  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  to  examine  the  Trea- 
surer's Accounts,  and  to  state  the  sums  paid  to  the  Conti- 
nental Troops  by  this  Congress,  that  the  Account  may  be 
sent  to  General  Schuyler,  proceeded  to  report  the  sums 
paid  by  this  Congress  to  the  Continental  Troops.  After 
having  proceeded  through  a  considerable  part  of  the  said 
Accounts, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  recommitted  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee to  state,  and  finish  the  same,  and  prepare  a  draft  of 
a  Letter  to  General  Schuyler  to  attend  the  said  Accounts. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
James  Beekman,  that  this  Congress  immediately  take 
into  consideration  his  Excellency  Governour  Tryon's  Let- 
ter of  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony,  and  express  the  sense  of  their  constituents  by  the 
following  Resolves,  viz : 

Resolved,  first.  That  the  disturbed  state  of  this  Colony 
owes  its  origin  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Commander-in- 
chief  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  in  proceeding  to 
acts  ol  open  hostility  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, at  a  time  when  he  and  all  the  other  Govern- 
ours  on  the  Continent  were  possessed  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Resolution  of  the  201  h  February  last,  and  before  the 
same  had  been  tendered  for  the  consideration  of  the  Colo- 
nies; that  as  that  resolution  was  designed  "to  compose 
the  present  ferments  in  the  Provinces,  and  intended  for  the 
basis  of  an  accomodation,"  it  was  but  reasonable  to  expect 
that  all  hostilities  would  cease,  till  the  result  of  their 
determinations  were  known ;  that  the  news  of  the  attack 
at  Lexington  immediately  threw  this  Colony  into  convul- 
sions, inflamed  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  led  them  to 
distrust  the  justice  and  candour  of  Government,  and  filled 
them  with  alarming  apprehensions,  that  it  was  the  design 
of  Administration  to  force  their  assent  to  a  requisition  of  the 
last  importance  to  them  and  their  posterity,  with  the  point 
of  the  bayonet ;  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  con- 
sidered General  Gage's  conduct  in  this  instance  as  not 
only  reflecting  the  highest  dishonour  on  Government,  and 
injurious  to  the  character  of  the  British  nation,  but  highly 
insulting  and  disgraceful  to  a  free  people,  and,  therefore, 
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justly  alarmed  and  incensed  by  the  slaughter  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  they  naturally  fled  to  arms  for  their  defence. 

Jlesolvftil,  secondly,  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony 
justly  boast  the  most  unshaken  loyally  to  their  Sovereign, 
ihe  warmest  attachment  to  the  succession  of  the  Crown 
in  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  the  liighest  veneration 
for  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  the  most  tender  affec- 
tion for  their  brethren  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
an  ardent  desire  to  maintain  the  ancient  union  of  the  two 
countries  on  constitutional  principles,  notwithstanding  the 
unexampled  severities  of  the  present  Administration;  that, 
retaining  the  principle  of  their  ancestors,  that  allegiance 
and  protection  are  so  inseparably  connected  that  the  former 
cannot  exist  where  the  latter  is  withheld,  if  any  thing  has 
appeared  in  the  conduct  of  any  that  would  countenance  a 
charge  of  withholding  their  allegiance  from  their  Sovereign, 
it  must  be  attributed  to  an  apprehension  that  all  protection 
was  withdrawn  from  them  ;  lliat  when  the  present  unhappy 
controversy  is  settled  on  equitable  principles,  which  is  the 
sincere  wish  of  every  good  man.  His  Majesty  will  find  his 
American  subjects  as  ready  to  afford  him  every  mark  of 
their  affection  and  loyalty  as  they  manifested  before  the 
commencement  of  the  present  troubles,  unless,  by  the  long 
continuance  of  this  unnatural  war,  their  affection  should  be 
stifled  by  acts  of  oppression,  and  drowned  in  blood. 

Resolved,  thirdly.  That  this  Congress  conceive  it  highly 
necessary  and  expedient  that  His  Majesty  should  know 
the  sense  of  this  Colony  on  the  Parliamentary  Resolution 
of  the  24th  February,  in  such  a  way  as  his  Excellency 
may  conceive  to  be  most  constitutional,  and  they  cannot 
but  consider  the  Governour's  address  to  the  inhabitants,  as 
a  mark  of  his  affection  to  them,  and  as  proceeding  from 
an  anxious  desire  for  a  re-establishment  of  that  harmony 
that  has  been  so  long  interrupted  by  the  misrepresentations 
and  artifices  of  evil  and  designing  men. 

jResolved,  fourthly,  That  this  Congress  cannot  but  ex- 
press their  concern  that  his  Excellency  has  thought  it  expe- 
dient for  his  personal  safety  to  withdraw  for  some  time  past 
from  the  usual  place  of  his  residence;  that  should  bethink 
proper  to  return  to  this  city,  which  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
the  people,  this  Congress  conceive  it  to  be  the  bounden 
duty  of  the  inhabitants  to  protect  him  both  in  his  person 
and  property. 

After  many  debates  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions thereto  annexed,  in  pursuance  of  one  of  the  rules 
of  this  Congress,  at  the  request  of  the  Members  of  Albany, 
Ulster,  and  Dutchess  Counties, 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  next  Monday. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  open  and  examine  all  the 
Letters  taken  from  Speight,  reported,  that  they  had  opened 
and  examined  all  the  said  Letters ;  that  they  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  only  two  of  the  said  Letters  contain  any  such 
publick  intelligence  as  that  they  should  be  read  in  Con- 
gress, to  wit :  A  Letter  from  Colonel  Maunscll  to  Peter 
Van  Schaack,  and  a  Letter  from  Miles  Coojier  to  Doctor 
Auchmuty.  Each  of  the  said  Letters  were  accordingly 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  take  a  copy  of  the  said 
Letter  from  Colonel  Mnunsell  to  Mr,  Van  Schaach,  and  a 
copy  of  the  Letter  from  Miles  Cooper  to  Doctor  Auchmuty; 
and  that  all  the  other  Letters  be  sealed  by  the  said  Com- 
mittee who  examined  them,  and  put  them  in  such  way 
that  they  may  be  forwarded  agreeably  to  their  respective 
directions. 

The  Congress  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning. 

^  Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  9,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New-  York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 

Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 

Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ray,  Cajitain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

Scott. 
Albany. — Colon€'l    Nicoll,    Colonel    Rensselaer,  Captain 

Cuyier,  Mr.  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Gilbert 

Livingston. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 


Goshen,  Orange  County. — Mr.  Clowes. 

Suffolk. — Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Strong. 

Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 
Ki7tg's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Vanderbilt  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  examining  the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Congress,  instead  of  Mr.  Palmer,  who  is  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee ordered  to  go  up  to  the  new  Fortifications  in  the 
Highlands, 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  General  Schuyler  was  read,  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  December  9, 1775. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  7th,  18th,  and  20th  Novem- 
ber, came  duly  to  hand,  but  our  not  being  able  to  form  a 
Congress  till  the  6th  inst.,  has  occasioned  their  remaining 
so  long  unanswered. 

Herewith  you  have  enclosed  an  account  of  the  moneys 
advanced  by  us  for  the  payment  of  the  Continental  troops. 
We  have  frequent  applications  from  discharged  soldiers  for 
arrears  of  pay.  As  nothing  is  mentioned  about  it  in  their 
discharges,  we  are  at  a  loss  how  to  conduct  towards  them. 
We  beg  you  will  please  to  give  directions  to  the  proper 
ofiicers  to  prevent  this  inconvenience  for  the  future. 

We  receive  with  very  great  satisfaction  your  congratu- 
lations on  the  glorious  success  of  the  Continental  Army  in 
Canada  ;  and  we  can  assure  you,  that  it  is  much  heightened 
by  the  consideration,  that  we  recommended  the  Generals 
who  have  with  so  much  activity  and  success  conducted  an 
expedition  which  was  attended  with  difficuhies  thought  to 
be  insuperable  by  those  who  were  acquainted  with  them. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Account  of  the  Moneys  advanced  to  the  Troops 
raised  in  this  Colony,  enclosed  in  the  said  Letter,  is  in  the 
words  and  figures  following : 

1775.  July  5,  Colonel  McDougall,  subsist- 
ence for  the  First  Regiment,    £300     0     0 
Aug't.l,  Colonel    Clinton,   subsistence  for 

his  Regiment, 1500     0     0 

"  Colonel  McDougall,  subsistence 

for  his  Regiment,    -     -     -     -     500     0     0 

"  Col.  Van  Cortlandt,  subsistence 

of  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment,     200     0     0 

"  Colonel  Van  Schaack,  subsistence 

for  his  Regiment,    -     -     -     -  1000     0     0 

"    12,  Colonel  flo/niM,  subsistence  for  his 

Regiment, 700     0     0 

"  29,  Robert  Johnson,  of  Colonel  Clin- 
ton's Regiment,  subsistence  for 
his  Company,    -----     100     0     0 

*'    30,  Colonel  Holmes,   subsistence   for 

his  Regiment,    -----     600     0     0 

"  31,ColonelAicDoM_§-r7//,  subsistence  of 
Captain  Lamb's  Company  of 
Artillery,  ---.'..  250  0  0 
Se/i.a.Major  Tuthill,  of  the  Fourth  Re- 
giment, two  months'  subsist- 
ence for  himself,  and  Job  Mul- 
ford.  Adjutant  of  said  Reg't,        41     6     8 

"         Colonel   McDougall,   subsistence 

for  his  Regiment,    -     -     -     -     500     0     0 

*'     4,  Colonel   McDougall,   subsistence 

for  his  Regiment,   -     -     -     -   1006  11      1 

"  8,  Lieutenant  William  Crane,  of  Col. 
Holmes's  Regiment,  subsist- 
ence for  his  Regiment,      -     -       30     0     0 

"  23,  Captain  John  Hulbert,  subsistence 

for  his  Company,    -     -     -     -     192  15  II 

"  23,  Capt.  John  Hulbert,  two  months' 
subsistence  for  him  and  two 
Subalterns, 37     6    8 

"  23,  Capt.  Daniel  Griffin,  two  months' 
subsistence  for  him,  and  two 
Subalterns, 37     6     8 

"  23,  Captain    Griffin,    subsistence   for 

his  Company, 217     0     IJ 
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Sept.30,  Captain  John  Grendl,  subsistence 

for  his  Company,    ----       3113J 
Oct.    2,  Andrew  Moodie,  Adjutant  of  the 

Third    Regiment,  subsistence 

for  his  Company,    -     -     -     -       10     0     0 
"     2,  Colonel  AlcDougall,  subsistence  of 

First  Regiment,      -     -     -     -     377     1     9 
"   13,  Capt.   Jo/m   Cfrenell,  subsistence 

for  his  Company,    -     -     -     -      177   13     9 
Nov.  2,  Colonel    McDougall,   subsistence 

for  his  Regiinent,    -     -     -     -     600     0     0 

£8,508     3  Hi 


I 


Mr.  Thomas  Smith  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Lefferlse,  in  the  words  following  to  wit : 

I  move  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a  Let- 
ter to  our  Delegates,  stating  the  present  situation  of  this 
Colony,  and  the  sense  of  this  Congress  on  the  measures 
necessary  to  be  taken  in  the  present  alarming  state  of  our 
publick  affairs. 

And  the  same  being  agreed,  ncm.  con., 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Tirasher,  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
Livingston,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  James  Beekman  has  leave  of  absence  for  the  resi- 
due of  this  day. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
Continental  Congress  was  read,  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

New- York,  December  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  It  must  appear  very  obvious  to  you,  that 
this  Colony  will  require  a  fund  to  defray  such  expenses  as 
have  arisen,  or  may  be  incurred  on  its  particular  account. 
The  last  Congress,  attentive  to  this,  resolved  to  emit  the  sum 
of  forty-five  thousand  pounds  for  that  purpose.  The  bills 
are  now  ready  for  signing,  but  this  Congress  are  apprehen- 
sive that  the  great  variety  of  paper  emissions  now  in  circula- 
tion with  the  addition  of  such  others  as  may  be  emitted,  may 
endanger  a  depreciation,  or  prevent  so  extensive  a  circula- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  answer  the  ends  for  which  they 
were  intended. 

Those  evils,  they  think,  will  be  prevented  by  making  all 
paper  money  to  be  issued  for  the  defence  of  America, 
whether  general  or  particular,  Continental  currency.  They, 
therefore,  request  you  to  take  the  sense  of  Congress, 
whether  they  will  lend  this  Colony  the  sum  above-men- 
tioned, for  the  sinking  of  which  they  are  ready  to  engage 
the  Colony.  As  this  money  is  immediately  wanted,  and 
as  our  bills  are  ready  for  signing,  we  beg  you  to  obtain  the 
determination  of  the  Congress  on  this  matter  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  transmit  it  to  us. 

We  are,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  very  humble 
servants.     By  order  of  the  Congress. 

To  the  Delegates  for  the  Colony  of  New-  York  in  Con- 
gress, at  Philadelphia, 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved,  That  Peter  Van  Briiqh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  be  requested  to 
enter  in  Bond  to  Nathaniel  fVoodhull,  John  Vanderbilt, 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  Jacob  Cuyler,  and  Robert  Van  Rensselaer, 
Esqrs.,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  Pounds,  New-York 
money,  with  such  security  as  those  gentleman  shall  ap- 
prove of,  with  a  condition  faithfully  to  execute  the  said 
office  of  Treasurer,  and  to  render  accounts  of  all  moneys 
by  him  received,  when  thereunto  required. 

And  Resolved,  That  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per 
annum,  and  at  the  same  rate  for  any  longer  or  shorter  time, 
be  allowed  to  him  as  a  Salary  for  his  trouble  in  executing 
the  office  of  Treasurer,  to  be  computed  from  the  8th  day 
of  July  last,  on  which  he  was  first  appointed  Treasurer. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  Frovincial  Congress,  New-Vork,  December  9,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress  have  this  day  entered  into 
the  consideration  of  your  letter  of  28ih  October,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  your  application  to  Sir  John  Johnson,  re- 


questing an  answer  from  him  whether  he  would  allow  his 
tenants  to  form  themselves  into  companies  and  associate 
with  their  brethren  of  your  County,  according  to  the  re- 
solves of  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the  defence  of  our 
liberties,  was  improper  with  respect  to  him,  and  too  conde- 
scending on  your  parts,  as  it  was  a  matter  that  came  pro- 
perly within  your  province,  and  to  which  we  doubt  not  but 
you  are  competent,  as  you  have  a  line  of  conduct  prescribed 
to  you  by  Congress.  With  respect  to  your  second  ques- 
tion to  him,  whether  he  would  take  any  active  part  in  the 
controversy  at  present  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  her  Colonies,  we  conceive  to  be  very  proper,  and 
thank  you  for  your  information  on  that  head.  As  to  the 
third  question,  we  conceive  that  he  can  claim  no  title  to  the 
Court-house  and  Jail  in  your  County,  as  we  are  credibly 
told  that  his  father.  Sir  li''illiam  Johnson,  did,  in  liis  life 
ti(ne,  convey  the  same  to  two  gentlemen  in  trust  for  the 
use  of  your  County;  however,  as  an  attempt  to  use  the 
same  for  the  purpose  of  confining  persons  inimical  to  our 
country  may  be  productive  of  bad  consequences,  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  you  to  procure  some  other  place 
which  may  answer  the  end  of  a  Jail,  and  give  you  our  ad- 
vice not  to  molest  Sir  John  as  long  as  he  shall  continue 
inactive,  and  not  impede  the  measures  necessary  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution  from  being  completed. 

We  are  extremely  sorry  that  Mr.  Jfhite  has,  by  his  im- 
prudent conduct,  rendered  himself  justly  obnoxious  to  you. 
The  best  advice  we  can  give  you  in  this  unhappy  affair  is, 
that  if  you  are  of  opinion  that  his  exercising  his  office  will 
be  dangerous  to  your  liberties  and  security,  that  you  per- 
mit the  office  to  be  exercised  by  his  Deputy,  and  that  you' 
draw  up  a  petition,  get  as  many  persons  of  your  County  to 
sign  it  as  possible,  and  present  it  to  the  Governour  of  this 
Colony,  setting  forth  that  it  is  very  disagreeable  to  the  peo- 
ple in  general  that  he  should  execute  that  office,  and  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  displaced,  and  bis  place  supplied  by  a 
person  who  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  your 
County. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servants, 

To  Nicholas  Herkimer,  Esqr.,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Tryon  County. 

P.  S.  The  credentials  from  your  County  for  Mr.  Moore 
are  not  yet  arrived,  though  several  letters  have  been  for- 
warded to  you  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Resolved  and  ordered,  That  Messrs.  Jacobus  Van 
Zandt,  John  Vanderbilt,  and  Comfort  Sands,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  plan  a  voyage  or  voyages  for  at  least  two  or 
more  Vessels,  to  be  laded  and  sent  out  on  account  of  the 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  for  the  benefit  of  this  Colony, 
to  procure  Ammunition,  Arms,  and  such  other  articles  as 
will  be  necessary  for  the  general  defence  of  this  Colony, 
and  to  procure  proper  Vessels  for  that  purpose ;  and  that 
the  said  Committee  report  such  plan  or  plans  as  they  shall 
think  proper  or  propose,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

The  day  being  far  advanced,  the  Congress  adjourned 
till  Monday  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Die  Lunffi,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  11,  1775. 

The  following  gentlemen  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New-  York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 

Hallett,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.    Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort, Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine. 
Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Colonel  G.  Drake. 
Suffolk.— Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wickham, 

Mr.  David  Gilston. 
Tryon.^Mr.  John  Moore. 

Benjamin  Lindsay,  attending  at  the  door,  in  obedience 
to  the  Order  of  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  when  he  ob- 
tained permission  to  lade  his  last  Cargo  for  Rhode-Island, 
sent  in  a  Certificate  of  Governour  Cooke,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  to  wit : 
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"  Providence,  December  4,  1775. 

"  This  may  certify  that  Captain  Benjamin  Lindsay  has 
imported  and  landed  in  Providence,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  barrels  of  Flour,  it  being  the  whole  quantity  that  he 
brought  from  New-  York  in  the  sloop  Fly. 

"  Nicholas  Cooke,  Governour." 

Benjamin  Lindsay  also  produced  a  Certificate  from  Go- 
vernour Cooke,  under  the  seal  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 
hland,  requesting  a  further  supply  of  Provisions  ;  and  he 
was  directed  to  apply  therewith  to  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  of  New-  York. 

The  Members  of  King's  County,  and  two  Members  of 
Dutchess  County,  being,  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  de- 
tained on  Z<on^-/s/rtnc/,  and  without  them,  or  some  of  them, 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  to  form  a  Con- 
gress, 

The  Members  present  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

3  ho.  P.  M.,  Docember  11,  1775. 

The  gentlemen  above  named,  who  attended  this  morn- 
ing, attended  again  this  afternoon,  together  with  Mr. 
Schenck,  for  Dutchess  County;  but  for  want  of  another 
Member  for  Dutchess,  or  a  Representation  for  King's 
County,  they  could  not  proceed  to  any  material  business 
which  required  a  full  representation. 

Mr.  Elias  Nixon,  lately  returned  from  Boston,  by  re- 
quest attending  at  the  door,  was  called  in,  and  his  informa- 
tion reduced  to  writing,  and  filed. 

The  gentlemen  present  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  12,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New- York. — Thomas  Smith,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr. 

Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr. 

Sands,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDougall. 
Albany. — Col.  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleecker, 

Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  G.  Liv- 
ingston. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wynkoop. 
Orange. — Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Herring. 
Suffolk.— Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr. 

Wickham. 
Westchester. — Colonel    L.  Graham,  Colonel   G.   Drake, 

Mr.  Stephen  Ward. 
King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

John  Herring,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Deputies  for  Orange 
County,  produced  a  Certificate  of  Thomas  Outwater,  Esqr., 
Chairnian  of  the  County  Committee  ;*  whereby  it  is  cer- 
tified that  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  Town  of 
Orange,  in  Orange  County,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jost  Ma- 
bee,  on  the  9ih  day  o(  December,  1775,  it  was  resolved, 
that  John  Herring,  Feter  Clowes,  fVilliam  Allison,  Ann 
Hawke  Hoy,  Theunis  Cuyper,  and  Jeremiah  Clarke, 
Esquires,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  be,  and  are  fully 
authorized  to  represent  the  said  County  of  Orange  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Colony,  now  convened  in  the  City 
of  New-  York. 

The  same  being  read  and  approved,  was  ordered  to  be 
filed;  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Herring  take  his  seat. 

And  the  Congress  being  well  informed  that  the  two 
other  Precincts  in  Orange  County  have  elected  the  same 
Members,  and  agreed  that  any  two  Members  shall  repre- 
sent the  County,  and  that  the  returns  will  speedily  be  sent 
into  Congress, 

Ordered  and  agreed.  That  Mr.  Clowes  and  Mr.  Her- 
ring represent  Orange  County,  and  be  received  to  give 
the  vote  of  the  County. 

Mr.  John  Moore,  the  Deputy  for  JVyon  County,  pro- 

•  These  are  to  certify,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
Town  of  Orange,  in  Orange  County,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ma- 
ber,  the  9th  day  of  December,  1775,  it  was  resolved  that  John  Herring, 
Peter  Glowee,  William  Allison,  Ann  Hawke  Hoy,  Theunis  (  uyper,  and 
Jeremy  Clarke,  Esquires,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  bo  and  are  fully 
authorized  and  empowered  to  represent  the  said  County  of  Orange  in 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  now  convened  in  the  City  of  New- 
York.         By  order :  n.  r,.  /^.    ■ 

Thomas  Outwater,  thatrman. 


duced  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Trijon  County, 
bearing  date  the  7th  November  last,  and  signed  by  Ebenezer 
Cox,  Chairman  pro  tempore,*  whereby  it  appears  that  they 
had  elected  two  Delegates  to  represent  their  County  in 
this  Congress;  that  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  free- 
holders assembled,  the  said  John  Moore  and  Isaac  Paris 
were  elected  ;  and  the  said  Letter  also  directs  him  to  lay 
sundry  matters  before  this  Congress,  whereby  it  appears  to 
Congress  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  County  that  Mr. 
Moore  should  represent  that  County  until  another  Member 
arrives. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  filed,  and  that  Mr. 
Moore  take  his  seat  and  be  received  to  represent  Tryon 
County. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of 
the  General  Committee"  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  reported  it  as  their  opinion,  that  a  Letter  should  be 
written  to  the  Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  Petition,  and  they  reported  & 
draft  of  such  Letter;  which  was  read. 

And  the  question  being  asked,  whether  the  Congress 
will  receive  the  said  report,  in  was  agreed  to  be  received, 
and  by  order  was  read  a  second  time. 

And  many  debates  arose  thereon,  and  amenditients  made 
and  debated  on,  until  the  morning  is  so  far  elapsed,  that  the 
further  consideration  thereof  is  ordered  to  be  deferred  till 
the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  plan 
a  voyage  or  voyages  for  two  or  more  Vessels,  in  order  to 
procure  Ammunition  and  other  necessaries,  reported  a  plan 
of  a  voyage  for  three  Vessels  to  Europe. 

The  same  was  read,  and  after  some  debates  thereon,  the 
same  was  recommitted  to  the  same  Committee  for  reccn 
sideration  and  amendments. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  12,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 
Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Thoinas  Smith,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ray, 
Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort, Mr.  Bleecker. 

Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Livingston. 

Suffolk. — Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Hobart, 
Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gilston. 

Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine. 

Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Ward. 

Orange. — Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Herring. 

Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draft  of 
the  Letter  to  the  Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, which  was  reported  in  the  morning  by  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  from  the  City  of 
New-  York. 

•Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber,  November  7,  1775. — Sir:  Tn 
conformity  to  your  last  letters,  of  the  18th  and  19th  of  October  last,  we 
voted  at  this,  our  Assembly,  two  new  Delegates  for  our  Provincial  Con- 
gress, thinking  them  sufficient  in  number  to  represent  there  our  Coun. 
ty;  but  by  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  freeholders  assembled,  the  choico 
fell  again  upon  your  person  to  remain  in  that  office,  boing  hitherto  well 
contented  with  your  service.  And  with  you,  Isaac  Paris  was  chosen  as 
anotlicr  member  on  that  purpose.  We  shall  be  not  oblivious  to  satisfy 
your  request  in  regard  to  your  stay  at  Neia.York .  Please  to  despatch 
us  the  commissions  for  our  Militia,  and  to  procure  us  answers  from  the 
Congress  concerning  our  voting  of  a  sheriff,  and  the  dangerous  crew 
in  and  about  Johnstown,  who,  under  the  authority  of  Sir  John  Johnson, 
increase  and  behave  actually  in  opposition,  to  make  use  of  our  County 
Jail  for  our  wants.  The  Indian,  William  Johnson,  is  again  here,  in  the 
Canajoharie  castle,  and  brags  very  boldly  of  his  hostile  acts;  publickly 
damneth  the  Committee,  and  threatened  them  to  kill  every  member, 
and  also  to  burn  and  destroy  tlie  settlements  along  the  Mohawk  river 
and  its  neighbourhood,  yet  before  the  fall.  Pray  lay  these  before  the 
honourable  Congress,  and  procure  us  with  speed  their  opinions  or  or- 
ders about  those  dangerous  circumstances.  You  will  thereby  oblige 
the  whole  County,  and  in  particular,  sir,  your  friends  and  humble  ser- 
vants.        By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Ebenezer  Cox,  Chairman,  P.  T. 
Mr    John  Moore. 

P.  S.  As  the  Congress  is  dissolved,  we  shall  have  soon  a  new  elec- 
tion of  Committees  for  our  County.  Please,  therefore,  immediately  to 
send  up  your  account  of  your  demand  against  the  Committee,  if  you 
have  any,  to  settle  and  examine  the  same  before  our  dissolutioD. 


401 


NEVV-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


402 


After  some  time  spent  therein,  and  many  amendments 
made  thereto,  the  same  was  a^ain  read,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

lu  Provincial  Congress,  Now.York,  Dec.  12,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  gives  us  concern  that  we  are  under  the  necessity 
of  addressing  you,  on  a  subject  that  has  given  great  discon- 
tent to  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  County  of  JS'ew- York. 
We  are  informed  by  a  petition  from  the  General  Commit- 
tee, that  a  body  of  troops  from  your  Colony,  lately  made  a 
publick  entry  into  this  city  at  noonday,  and  seized  and  car- 
ried off  the  types  belonging  to  one  of  tlje  publick  printers, 
without  any  authority  from  the  Continental  or  this  Con- 
gress, or  their  Committee.  While  we  consider  this  con- 
duct as  an  insult  offered  to  this  Colony,  we  are  disposed 
to  attribute  it  to  an  imprudent,  though  well  intended,  zeal 
for  the  publick  cause,  and  cannot  entertain  the  most  distant 
thought  that  your  Colony  will  approve  of  the  measure.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  use  arguments  to  show  the  impropriety  of 
a  proceeding  that  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  interrupt  that 
harmony  and  union  which  at  present  happily  subsists 
throughout,  and  is  so  essential  to  the  interest  of  the  whole. 
Continent.  It  is  our  earnest  desire,  that  you  would  take 
the  most  effectual  steps  to  prevent  any  of  the  people  of 
your  Colony  from  entering  into  this  for  the  like  purposes, 
unless  invited  by  our  Provincial  Congress,  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  General  Committee  of  one  of  our  Counties, 
as  we  cannot  but  consider  such  intrusions  as  an  invasion  of 
our  essential  rights  as  a  distinct  Colony;  and  common  jus- 
tice obliges  us  to  request  that  you  would  give  orders  that 
all  the  types  be  returned  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General 
Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Neio-York.  We 
believe  you  will  not  consider  this  requisition  as  an  attempt 
to  justify  the  man  from  whom  the  types  were  taken.  We 
are  fully  sensible  of  his  demerits ;  but  we  earnestly  wish 
that  the  glory  of  the  present  contest  for  liberty  may  not 
be  sullied  by  an  attempt  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  the 
Press. 

The  same  body  of  troops,  we  are  informed,  seized  the 
Mayor  of  the  Burough  of  Westchester,  the  Rector  of  that 
Parish,  and  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  County,  and  car- 
ried them  to  your  Colony.  Mr.  Seahury,  we  are  inform- 
ed, is  still  detained.  If  such  should  be  the  case,  we  must 
entreat  your  friendly  interposition  for  his  immediate  dis- 
charge; the  more  especially  as,  considering  his  ecclesiastick 
character,  (which,  perhaps,  is  venerated  by  many  friends  to 
liberty,)  the  severity  that  has  been  used  towards  him  may 
be  subject  to  misconstructions  prejudicial  to  the  common 
cause. 

And  the  more  effectually  to  restrain  such  incursions, 
which,  if  repeated,  may  be  productive  of  mischief  of  the 
most  serious  consequence,  and  as  we  would  be  exceedingly 
sorry  to  give  room  for  jealousies  among  individuals  in  your 
Colony  that  we  are  desirous  to  damp  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
or  countenance  any  of  its  enemies  among  us,  we  propose 
to  apply  to  the  Continental  Congress,  not  by  way  of  com- 
plaint, but  for  such  a  general  regulation  on  this  subject  as 
may  as  well  prevent  such  jealousies  as  any  future  incursions 
by  the  inhabitants  of  either  Colony  into  the  other  for  the 
apprehending  or  punishing  any  enemy  or  supposed  enemy 
to  the  cause  of  liberty,  without  application  to  the  Congress, 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Committee  of  the  County, 
within  ihe  jurisdiction  of  which  such  person  shall  reside,  or 
command  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

We  are  sir,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  servants. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

And  debates  arising  on  the  said  Letter,  as  now  amended, 
and  the  question  being  asked,  whether  the  said  Letter  is 
approved  of,  and  shall  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  sent, 
it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following  : 

Againat  the  Letter. 


For  lite  Lettei '«  being  engroaeed  and 
sent  to  Governour  Trumbull. 


4  New-York. 

2  King's. 

3  Albany. 
2  Ulster. 
2  Dutchess. 
2  Suffolk. 


2  Tryon. 

2  Westchester. 


4  votes. 
Dissentients,  Colonel  Graham,  from 
Westchester;  Colonel  McDougall, 
—  Mr.  Sands,  from  New-York. 

15  votes. 

Ordered  therefore,  That  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed 
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and  signed  by  the  President,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  be  trans- 
mitted when  directed. 

Mr.  Hobart  informed  the  Congress,  that  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Huntington  reported,  that  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Second  Company  of  the  First  Regiment,  was 
promoted  to  a  Majority,  and  that  the  following  gentlemen 
were  thereupon  elected  Officers  of  that  Company,  to  wit: 
Jonathan  Titus,  Captain ;  Joshua  Rogers,  First  Lieuten- 
ant ;  and  Thomas  Brush,  Second  Lieutenant :  And  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee  of  Huntington,  re- 
ported, that  the  Captain  of  the  Third  Company  of  the  said 
Third  Regiment  had  resigned,  and  that  the  following  gen- 
tlemen were  elected,  to  wit :  Joel  Scuddtr,  Captain  ;  Na- 
thaniel Buffett,  First  Lieutenant;  Eptnctus  Smith,  Second 
Lieutenant;  John  Hart,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentler 
men,  in  the  order  above  named. 

Colonel  Hay,  from  Haverstraw  Precinct,  in  Orange 
County,  produced  a  Certificate  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Orangetown  and  Haverstraw,  signed  by  Thomas  Out- 
water,  their  Chairman,  and  dated  the  7th  instant ;  which 
being  read,  is  to  the  following  effect : 

"  Orange  County. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Haverstraw,  the  7th  day  of  November,  ultimo ; 
and  also  at  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
Orangetown  the  same  day,  and  by  several  adjournments 
after  in  Orangetown,  the  following  persons  were  chosen  to 
represent  the  South  part  of  the  said  County  in  particular, 
and  the  said  County  in  general,  in  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Colony :  In  the  Precinct  of  Haverstraw,  Colonel  A. 
Hawkes  Hay  and  Theunis  Cuyper,  Esqrs.,  and  in  Orange 
town,  John  Herring,  Esq.,  and  that  any  one  of  the  said  De- 
puties shall  represent  the  south  side  of  the  mountains  in  the 
said  County  in  particular;  and  that  any  two  of  the  six  Depu- 
ties chosen  in  the  said  County,  to  represent  the  said  County 
in  general.  That  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee of  the  towns  of  Orange  and  Haverstraw,  do  certify 
that  Return  to  be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the  said  Deputies 
as  they  may  severally  attend  at  this  Provincial  Congress." 

The  same  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  ordered  to  be 
filed  ;  and  ordered  that  Colonel  Hay  take  his  seat. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Con- 
gress be,  and  they  are  hereby  given,  to  those  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  1  who  so  cheerfully 
gave  their  aid  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  West- 
chester County,  in  the  late  suppression  of  the  Insurgents 
in  that  County,  against  the  cause  of  liberty. 

Mr.  Scott  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Ho- 
bart, that  the  Congress  enter  into,  and  add  a  Resolution, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

And  whereas,  considering  the  situation  of  some  of  the 
Counties  in  this  Colony,  aid  for  the  like  purposes  may  often 
be  most  conveniently  had  from  a  neighbouring  Colony,  or 
a  distant  County  within  this  Colony;  that  the  power  here- 
tofore given  to  Committees,  for  calling  in  the  assistance  of  a 
neighbouring  County,  be  extended  so  far  as  to  enable  the 
County  Committees  respectively  to  apply  for  assistance 
from  a  neighbouring  Colony,  or  any  County  within  this 
Colony. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put,  whether  the  Congress  will  add  such  Resolution  to  the 
next  preceding,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit; 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  Negative. 

2  Westchester.  2  King's  County. 

2  Dutchess. 

3  Albany. 
2  Suffolk. 
2  Tryon. 

4  New- York Mr.  That.  Smith  and 

2  Orange.  Roosevelt,  dissenting. 

2  Ulster. 

19  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  a  Resolution  be  entered.  In 
the  words  following,  to  wit :  And  whereas,  considering  the 
situation  of  some  of  the  Counties  in  this  Colony,  aid  for 
the  like  purposes  may  often  most  conveniently  be  had  from 
a  neighbouring  Colony,  or  a  distant  County  within  this 
Colony : 

Resolved,  That  the  power  heretofore  given  to  Commit- 
26 
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tees  for  calling  in  the  assistance  of  a  neighbouring  County, 
be  extended  so  far  as  to  enable  the  County  Committees, 
j-espectively,  to  apply  for  assistance  to  a  neighbouring  Co- 
lony, or  any  County  within  this  Colony. 

Major  Brush,  from  Huntington,  was  admitted,  and  gave 
some  information  of  reports  of  the  disaffection  of  sundry 
people  in  (Queen's  County,  and  of  a  suspicion  that  they 
had  about  inlisting  Nigroes. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  dated 
the  5tli  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Poughkeopsio,  December  5,  1775. 

"Gentlemen  :  Some  few  days  past  three  men  were  co(n- 
mitted  to  jail,  in  consequence  of  an  order  from  the  General 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  on  a  charge  of  having  aid- 
ed and  assisted  Peter  Harris'm  inlisting  men  for  the  Mi- 
nisterial army.  The  Committee  of  Poughkeepsie  Precinct 
having  reason  to  believe  that  some  furtlier  discovery  might 
be  made  of  the  pernicious  scheme  carrying  on  in  this 
County  against  the  friends  ai  American  liberty,  as  well  to 
procure  further  evidences  against  said  prisoners,  the  Chair- 
man issued  citations  for  a  number  of  persons  to  appear 
before  said  Committee  the  4th  instant,  on  which  day  most 
of  them  appeared,  and  Mr.  Justice  Ellis  being  called  in  to 
qualify  them,  three  persons,  whom  the  Committee  deemed 
the  most  material  witnesses,  refused  to  be  sworn,  and  con- 
temned the  authority  of  the  Committee,  saying  they  had 
taken  good  counsel  so  to  do. 

"  And  the  Committee  being  of  opinion  that  there  are 
several  very  officious  Ministerial  agents  in  this  County,  who 
have  corrupted  the  minds  of  many  of  the  ignorant  and  baser 
sort  of  men  among  us,  maliciously  telling  them  the  Whigs 
were  in  rebellion,  the  King  would  conquer  thetn,  and  their 
estates  be  forfeited  ;  and,  if  they  take  up  arms  against  them, 
the  King,  for  their  services,  will  give  them  the  Whigs'  pos- 
sessions :  The  Committee  taking  these  matters  into  consi- 
deration, and  being  of  opinion  that  the  denial  of  their 
authority  is  of  the  last  importance,  and  it  not  being  clear 
that  any  particular  rule  is  pointed  out  by  Congress,  think  it 
expedient  to  solicit  their  advice  in  the  premises. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"  Samuel  Dodge,  Chairman. 
"  Provincial  Congress,  Neic-  York." 

The  same  being  read  and  considered,  thereupon 
Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  being  brought 
before  the  Committee  of  any  County,  Town,  Manor,  Pre- 
cinct, or  District,  within  this  Colony,  to  give  in  his,  her,  or 
their  evidence  on  oath,  or  by  affirmation,  according  to  the 
best  of  his,  her,  or  their  knowledge,  in  any  matter  or  charge, 
within  the  authority  or  jurisdiction  of  such  Committee, 
brought  against  any  other  person  or  persons,  shall  refuse  to 
give  his,  her,  or  their  evidence,  respectively,  on  oath  or 
affirmation,  he,  she,  or  they  so  refusing  shall  be  immediate- 
ly committed  to  safe  custody,  at  his,  her,  or  their  own  pri- 
vate expense;  there  to  remain  until  he,  she,  or  they  con- 
sent to  be  qualified,  and  give  in  his,  her,  or  their  evidence 
or  testimony  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Cloxces  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  goto  Queen's 
County, 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock. 

Die  Mcrcurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  13,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Nathaniel  fVooclhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New-  York.— Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Beek- 

man,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Rutgers. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr   Wynkoop. 
King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
Dutchess — Mr.  Humphreys,   Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Gilbert 

Livingston. 
.Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 

liam,  Mr.  Ward. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring. 


Tryon. — .Mr.  John  Moore. 

Suffolk. — Colonel   Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,    Mr.    Hobart, 

Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelslon. 

A  Letter  from  Gilbert  Potter,  of  Huntington,  of  the  lOlh 
instant,  which  was  read  yesterday,  was  again  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Huntington,  December  10,  1775. 

"Sir:  Tiiis  you  will  receive  by  Major  Brush,  who  is 
appointed  by  the  Committee  of  this  town  to  lay  before 
the  Congress  the  state  of  the  town  ;  and,  as  there  is  a 
number  of  commissions  wanted,  should  be  glad  they  may 
be  sent  up  by  the  Major,  for  the  following  gentlemen, 
viz:  For  the  Second  Company  :  Jonathan  Titus, Ca\naia  ; 
Joshua  Rogers,  First-Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Brush,  Second- 
Lieutenant.  For  the  Third  Company :  Joel  Scudder, 
Captain  ;  Nathaniel  Buffett,  First-Lieutenant ;  Epinetui 
Smith,  Second-Lieutenant  ;  John  Heart,  Ensign. 

"And  as  Mr.  Brush  is  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the 
town,  as  to  their  slackness  in  military  preparations,  as  also 
that  we  have  great  reason  to  believe  all  methods  are  used 
by  our  neigiibours  to  make  them  indifFerent  in  this  great 
contest,  we  not  only  beg  your  advice,  but  assistance;  for 
it  is  my  opinion  if  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
immediately  sent  to  effectually  subdue  (Queen's  County, 
and  to  intimidate  the  people  amongst  us,  a  great  many  from 
here  will  be  in  a  little  better  ruffell  than  the  Rebels  of 
Q^uecn's  County,  which  we  have  great  reason  to  believe  is 
making  interest  with  our  slaves  and  other  servants. 

"Sir,  I  should  have  wrote  to  the  President,  but  hearing 
of  your  not  making  a  House.  You  will  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate this  to  Congress. 

"  I  would  further  add,  I  have  exerted  myself  in  my  sta- 
tion ;  but  if  nothing  is  done  by  your  House,  I  must  be 
obliged  to  desist.  But  as  to  myself,  as  an  individual,  I  am 
determined  to  live  and  die  free. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Gilbert  Potter. 
"  To  John  S.  Hobart,  Esq.,  in  Provincial  Congress." 

The  Affidavit  of  Samuel  Nostran  and  Isaac  Loosie,  of 
the  3d  instant,  was  also  again  read,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Samuel  Nostran  and  Isaac  Loosie  deposeth.  That,  on 
the  30tli  day  o(  November  last  they  were  at  Hempstead,  at 
the  house  of /oAn  Nostran,  who  told  them,  the  said  depo- 
nents, that  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  powder  at  Cap- 
tain Richard  Hulute's,  at  Rockaway,  and  that  he,  the  said 
John  Nostran,  was  one  that  mounted  guard  over  the  pow- 
der the  night  before. 

"  The  said  deponents  further  saith,  that  they  saw  Jacob 
Nostran,  who  told  them,  the  said  deponents,  that  there 
was  a  great  quantity  of  powder,  ball,  small-arms,  and  some 
cannon,  which  came  from  the  Asia,  man-of-war,  with  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  man-of-war  and  some  other  officers,  and 
landed  at  Rockaway ;  and  that  it  was  carried  to  Captain 
Hulate's,  who  came  from  on  board  the  Asia  with  the  said 
stores,  and  that  he,  the  said  Jacob  Nostran,  mounted 
guard  over  the  said  military  stores  the  night  before. 

"  And  the  said  deponents  further  saith,  that  they  were  at 
the  house  of  Isaac  Dtnton,  Sen.,  at  Rockaway,  who  told 
them,  the  said  deponents,  that  there  was  a  vast  quantity  of 
powder  and  ball,  and  a  plenty  of  small-arms,  and  some  can- 
non at  Captain  Hulate's,  which  came  from  on  board  the 
Asia,  man-of-war,  and  that  Captain  Hulate  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  man-of-war  came  with  it ;  and  that  he,  the 
said  Denton,  had  some  of  the  powder,  which  cost  him 
nothing,  and  that  whenever  they  wanted  more  they  could 
have  it  by  making  application  for  it ;  and  that  he,  the  said 
Isaac  Denton,  mounted  guard  over  the  said  military  stores 
the  night  before  ;  and  that  he,  the  said  Denton,  would  fight 
against  the  country  while  he  could  see  a  damned  Whig 
left. 

"  And  the  said  deponents  further  saith,  that  they  saw 
Benjamin  Eldred,  and  a  number  of  others,  who  told  them 
much  to  the  saine  effect. 

"  The  said  deponents  further  saith,  that  on  the  2d  instant 
they  saw  William  Nostran,  n{  Hempstead,  who  told  them, 
the  said  deponents,  that  the  Captains  of  the  several  Com- 
panies met  at  Captain  Hulate's  on  Thursday  last,  to  take, 
each  of  them,  a  quantity  of  powder  to  distribute  in  their 
several  Companies,  and  that  they  expected  a  number  of 
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people  from  Connecdait  to  ]and  at  Htintinglon  and  march 
amongst  lliem  ;  and  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Connecti- 
cut people,  they  expected  intelligence  would  be  given  by 
some  person  from  Huntington  to  John  Hulate,  Esq.,  and 
that  he,  the  said  John  Hulate,  would  carry  intelligence 
immediately  to  Hempstead,  and  that  there  they  would  fire 
a  cannon  to  alarm  the  country  in  general  to  oppose  them. 

"  The  said  deponents  further  saith,  that  they  saw  fiilliam 
Nostran  and  John  Smith,  o(  Hempstead,  who  told  them 
that  there  was  a  man  who  belonged  on  board  the  Asia, 
called  a  Gunner,  left  amongst  them  to  work  the  cannon. 
On  Monday  next  they  were  to  meet,  to  agree  where  to 
place  their  cannon.     And  further  saith  not. 

"  Samuel  Nostran, 
"  Isaac  Loosie. 

'•'  Sworn  to  before  me,  in  Huntington,  this  3d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1775. 

"  Zophar  Platt,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

The  Affidavit  of  Samuel  Nostran,  o[  the  11th  instant, 
was  also  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Suffolk  County,  Huntington,  December  11,  1775. 

•'Then  Samnil  Nostran,  yeoman,  appearing  before  me, 
Jesse  Brush,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
said  County,  and  declaring  on  oath  as  follows  :  that  is,  Mr. 
Nostran  says  that  he  was  at  Hempstead  on  Thursday,  the 
30ih  day  of  November ;  that  John  Smith,  Isaac  Denton,  and 
Benjamin  Eldert,  told  him  that  they  were  informed  by  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  man-of-war,  that  there  were  five  thousand 
of  the  Regular  troops  expected  either  from  Boston  or  from 
home,  and  that  they  were  to  land  at  Rockaway;  and  that 
John  Smith  further  told  him  that  they  kept  their  fat  cattle 
on  that  account,  and  did  not  sell  any,  expecting  a  market 
there  at  home ;  and  that  the  said  John  Smith  had  then  a 
considerable  quantity  of  fat  cattle  by  him. 

"  Samuel,  Nostran. 

"  Sworn  to  before  me,         "Jesse  Brush." 

The  Congress  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Letter  and  Affidavits,  and  the  information  of  Major 
Brush,  on  the  stale  of  Queen's  County  ;  and  thereupon  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hobart,  and  seconded,  that  the 
Congress  come  to  a  determination  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit: 

Whereas  this  Congress  has  received  information,  that  a 
number  of  disaflfected  persons  in  Qweew's  County  have  been 
supplied  with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  from  on  board  the  Asia 
ship-of-war,  and  are  arraying  themselves  in  a  military  man- 
ner to  oppose  the  measures  taken  by  the  United  Colonies, 
for  the  defence  of  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  and  have 
thrown  out  many  threatening  expressions  against  sundry 
persons  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  Counties: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that 
such  conduct  is  inimical  to  the  common  cause  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  and  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  suffered, 
but  that  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to  put  a 
stop  to  it. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  Coun- 
ty do  appear,  by  a  Committee,  before  this  Congress,  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  ten  of  the  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 
give  satisfaction  in  the  premises. 

And  Ordered,  That  sundry  copies  of  the  above  Reso- 
lution and  Order  be  delivered  to  some  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants in  Qiieen's  County. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smixh  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Leffertse,  the  said  Resolve  and  Orders  relating  to  Queen's 
County,  be  turned  into  a  Letter.  And  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Negative.  For  the  Affirmative. 

a  Westchester,  2  Tryon  County. 

2  Dutchess. 

3  Albany. 
2  Suffolk. 
2  Ulster. 

4  New-York. — T.  Smith  dissenting. 

15  Totei. 

Ordered,  thereupon,  Tliat  the  said  determination  be 
made  a  part  of  the  Minutes,  and  that  the  Secretaries 
gel  one  hundred  copies  thereof  printed,  with  all  possible 
despatch. 


The  following  is  one  of  the  printed  Notices  sent  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  of  Congress,  viz  : 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  December  12,  1775. 

"  Whereas  this  Congress  has  received  undoubted  in« 
formation,  that  a  number  of  disaffected  persons  in  (Queen's 
County  have  been  supplied  with  Arms  and  Ammunition 
from  on  board  the  Asia  ship-of-war,  and  are  arraying  them- 
selves in  military  manner,  to  oppose  the  measures  taking 
by  the  United  Colonies,  for  tlie  defence  of  their  just  rights 
and  privileges: 

"Ordered,  That  of  Jamaica  Township  :  Captain  Benja- 
min Whitehead,  Charles  Ardin,  Joseph  French,  Esq.,  Jo- 
hannes Polhemus  ; — Newtown :  Nath.  Moor,  John  Moor, 
Sen.,  Captain  Samuel  Hallet,  John  Moor,  Jun.,  William 
Weyman,  John  Shoals,  Jeromus  Rapalye  ; — Flushing 
Township:  John  Willet ; — Hempstead  Township  :  Justice 
Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  Daniel  Kissam,  Esq.,  of  Cow-Neck, 
Captain  Jacob  Mott,  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Rockaway,  Ga- 
briel C.  Ludlow,  Richard  Hewlet,  Capt.  Charles  Hicks, 
Doctor  Martin,  Justice  Samuel  Clowes; — Oyster- Bay  : 
Justice  Thomas  Smith,  Justice  John  Hewlet,  of  Hog-Isl- 
and, Capt.  George  Weeks,  Doctor  David  Brooks,  Justice 
John  Townsend;  being  charged  as  principal  men  among 
the  disaffected  in  said  County,  do  attend  this  Congress,  at 
ten  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning  next,  the  I9th  instant,  to 
give  satisfaction  to  this  Congress  in  the  premises,  and  that 
they  be  protected  from  any  injury  or  insult  during  their 
coming  to,  and  reluming  from  this  Congress." 

Agreed,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  and 
Mr.  Sands,  while  absent  on  the  business  of  planning  a  voy- 
age, and  fitting  out  and  lading  one  or  more  Vessels,  be 
considered  in  the  service  of  this  Congress,  and  as  attend- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  those  Members  returned  to  represent  the 
City  and  County  of  Netv-  York  in  this  Congress,  who  have 
not  as  yet  taken  their  seats,  be  desired  to  take  their  seats 
on  Friday  next,  or  that  their  seals  be  declared  vacant ;  and 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Order  be  served 
on  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Benjamin  Kissam,  Esquires, 
Messrs.  John  Morton,  Isaac  Sears,  and  Gabriel  W.  Lud- 
low; and  that  if  any  of  them  cannot  be  found  in  town, 
that  a  copy  of  the  said  Order  be  left  at  the  last  usual  place 
of  abode  in  this  city  of  any  of  those  gentlemen  who  are 
absent  from  the  city. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Mercarii,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  13, 1775^.4 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,   Mr.   Van   Zandt,   Colonel 
Brasher, Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beek- 
man,  Mr.  Helme,  Mr.  Sands,  Capt.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Ray. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleecker, 

Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay. 
Suffolk. — Colonel  Woodhull,   Mr.   Strong,  Colonel    Ho- 
bart, Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelslon,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  L.  Graham, 

Mr.  Ward. 
King's. — Mr.  Leffertse, 
Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  no  person  whatsoever  do  inoculate  for 
the  Small-Pox  within  this  Colony,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Congress ;  and  that  the  several  Committees  in  this 
Colony,  within  their  respective  Districts,  carefully  observe 
that  there  be  a  punctual  compliance  with  this  order. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith's  motion,  on  the  8th  instant,  and  the  Resolves 
thereunto  annexed,  and  the  same  were  read  through.  And 
on  reading  the  motion,  or  introduction,  a  second  time,  Mr. 
Hobart  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Living- 
ston, in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

I  move  for  the  following  amendment  to  Mr.  Smith's  mo- 
tion, viz :  that  after  the  words  "  Governour  Tryon,"  the 
remainder  be  struck  out,  and  the  following  be  substituted 
in  its  stead  :  ,. 
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"  Paper  of  the  4th  instant,  containing  his  sentiments  on 
the  present  convulsed  state  of  this  country,  and  addressed 
to  the  inliabitants  of  New-  York,  and  express  the  sense  of 
the  Colony  upon  the  same,  in  the  following  Resolves : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that 
none  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  withdrawn  their 
allegiance  from  His  Miijesty,  or  desire  to  become  indepen- 
dent of  the  Crown  o/ Great  Britain,  or  to  change  the  an- 
cient form  of  Government,  under  which  this  Colony  hath 
grown  up  from  its  infancy  to  its  present  state. 

"  Resolved,  secondly.  That  this  Colony  has,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  United  Colonies,  taken  up  arms,  not  to 
oppose  that  just  and  equal  rule  to  which,  by  the  British 
Constitution,  and  their  respective  established  forms  of  Go- 
vernment, they  were  subject,  but  solely  for  the  defence  of 
their  most  undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  against  the 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  encroachments  of  His  Majesty's 
Ministers. 

"  Resolved,  thirdly,  That  though,  for  the  same  valuable 
purpose,  this  Colony  in  conjunction  with  the  other  United 
Colonies,  had  recourse  to  the  appointment  of  Committees 
and  Congresses,  for  the  more  orderly  and  effectual  redress  of 
their  numerous  and  heavy  grievances,  yet  it  is  by  no  means 
the  desire  or  design  of  its  inhabitants  to  disuse,  much  less 
to  oppose  or  obstruct  the  ordinary  course  of  Government 
or  legislation ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  highly  esteem, 
and  will  not  willingly  cede  their  right  of  being  represented 
in  General  Assembly. 

"  Resolved,  fourthly.  That  this  Congress  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  neglect  to  convene  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony, 
since  the  last  winter  session,  and  the  probability  that  the 
ordinary  season  for  their  sitting  will  pass  without  a  ses- 
sion, furnishes,  at  this  critical  juncture,  ground  of  uneasi- 
ness to  the  good  people  of  this  Colony. 

"  Resolved,  fifthly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  there  is  not  the  least  danger  of  insult  or  interrup- 
tion to  either  of  the  branches  of  the  Legislature,  should 
an  Assembly  be  called,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would 
be  extremely  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
to  the  end,  not  only  that  the  ordinary  business  of  the  coun- 
try may  be  despatched,  but  also  that  their  sense  may  be 
expressed,  as  well  by  their  Representatives  in  Assembly  as 
in  Congress,  on  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies." 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion  for  an  amendment, 
and  after  long  arguments  thereon,  and  the  question  put  on 
Mr.  Hobart's  motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in 
manner  following,  to  wit: 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  Negative. 

2  Dutchess.  2  King's. 

2  Tryon.  — 

2  Westchester.  2  votes. 

4  Ncw.York, 

2  Suffolk.  Orange  dmded. 

3  Albany. — Captain  Cuyler  dissenting, 
2  Ulster. 

17  votes. 

Resolved  and  agreed.  That  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Hobart,  be  made  to  Mr.  Smith's  motion  ;  and  that  the 
amendment  moved  for  by  Mr.  Hobart,  remain  for  further 
consideration. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  14,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New-  York. — Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Ray, 

Mr.  Sands,  Col.  McDougall,  Mr.  Scott,  Col.  Brasher. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort.  Air.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Herring. 
Sw/o/Ar.— Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr. 

Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Ward, 
Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 
Kng's. — Mr.  Vanderbill. 


Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  Captain 
Ledyard,  with  his  Company,  (which  is  incomplete,)  is  in 
New-York,  and  has  been  of  use  in  sundry  duties  here 
since  he  came  down  from  the  Fort  in  the  Highlands,  and 
requested  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  whether  he  should 
send  him  with  his  Company  up  to  the  Fort,  or  detain  him 
here.     Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  detain  Captain  Led- 
yard here,  or  give  him  such  other  directions  as  he  shall 
think  proper. 

Mr.  Hobart,  on  application,  obtained  leave  of  absence, 
the  County  of  Suffolk  having  a  representation  without 
him. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Mulford,  dated  the  9th  instant, 

mentioning  the  places  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  his 

Regiment,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 

to  wit : 

"  Easthompton,  December  9,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  28th  October  have  re- 
ceived, and  according  to  your  order  shall  give  orders  to  my 
regiment  to  be  equipped  and  ready  to  march  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous  on  any  alarm.  As  the  situation  of  the  regi- 
ment is  such  that  it  will  be  ill-convenient  to  have  the  ren- 
dezvous at  one  place,  think  it  best  to  have  it  at  two  places, 
namely:  Southampton  town,  and  at  Captain  John  Hul- 
bert's,  in  Bridgehampton. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, "  David  Mulford, 
"  To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  in  Neio-  York." 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  Mr.  Smith's  motion  of  the  8lh  inst.,  which 
were  moved  for  and  are  contained  in  Mr.  Hobart's  motion 
of  yesterday,  and  the  same  were  read ;  and  being  read 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  the  first  paragraph  being  read,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  tiiat 
none  of  the  people  of  this  Colony  have  withdrawn  their 
allegiance  from  His  Majesty,  or  desire  to  become  indepen- 
dent of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  change  the  an- 
cient form  of  Government,  under  which  this  Colony  hath 
grown  up  from  its  infancy  to  its  present  state. 

The  second  paragraph  being  read,  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Resolved,  secondly,  That  this  Colony  has,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  United  Colonies,  taken  up  arms,  not  to 
oppose  that  just  and  equal  rule  to  ivhich,  by  the  British 
Constitution,  and  their  respective  established  forms  of  Go- 
vernment, they  were  subject,  but  solely  for  the  defence  of 
their  most  undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  against  the 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  encroachments  of  His  Majesty's 
Ministers. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the 
following  amendment,  to  wit: 

That  all  that  part  of  the  first  proposed  Resolution,  which 
is  from  the  word  "  Majesty  "  to  the  end,  and  also  the  whole 
of  the  proposed  second  Resolution,  be  obliterated,  and  the 
following  substituted  in  its  stead,  to  wit : 

"Resolved,  secondly.  That  the  supposed  present  "  turbu- 
lent state  "  of  this  Colony  arises  not  from  the  want  of  a 
proper  attachment  to  our  Prince,  and  the  establishment  in 
the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  nor  from  a  desire  to  be- 
come independent  of  the  British  Crown,  "  or  a  spirit  of 
opposition"  to  that  just  and  equal  rule  to  which,  by  the 
British  Constitution  and  our  ancient  and  established  form 
of  Government,  we  are  subject,  but  solely  from  the  inroads 
made  on  both  by  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
devised  for  enslaving  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects  in  the 
American  Colonies,  and  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  Minis- 
try to  carry  those  acts  into  execution." 

And  the  same  being  read  a  second  time,  was  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to,  and  ordered  accordingly  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress  that  none  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  have 
withdrawn  their  allegiance  from  His  Majesty. 

Resolved,  secondly,  That  the  supposed  present  "tur- 
bulent state"  of  this  Colony  arises  not  from  the  want  of  a 
proper  attachment  to  our  Prince,  and  the  establishment  in 
the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  nor  from  a  desire  to  be- 


409 


NEW- YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


410 


come  independent  of  the  British  Crown,  or  "  a  spirit  of 
opposition  "  to  tliat  just  and  equal  rule  to  which,  by  the 
British  Constitution  and  our  ancient  and  established  form 
of  Government,  we  are  subject,  but  solely  from  the  inroads 
made  on  both  by  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, devised  for  enslaving  His  Majesty's  liege  subjects  in 
the  American  Colonies,  and  the  hostile  attempts  of  the 
Ministry  to  carry  those  acts  into  execution. 

The  third  paragraph  being  read,  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

Resolved,  thirdly,  That  though,  for  the  same  valuable 
purposes,  this  Colony,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  United 
Colonies,  had  recourse  to  the  appointment  of  Committees 
and  Congresses  for  the  more  orderly  and  effectual  redress 
of  their  numerous  grievances,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  the 
desire  or  design  of  its  inhabitants  to  disuse,  much  less  to 
oppose  or  obstruct  the  ordinary  course  of  Government  or 
legislation,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  highly  esteem 
and  will  not  willingly  cede  their  right  of  being  represented 
in  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  words 
"  for  the  same  valuable  purposes,"  and  the  words  "  Go- 
vernment or,"  be  obliterated,  and  the  words  "  and  Con- 
gresses "  transposed  and  placed  before  the  word  "  Com- 
mittees ;"  and  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 

Colonel  McDougall  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sands,  that  the  words  "  on  the  contrary,"  and  the 
words  "  and  will  not  willingly  cede,"  be  obliterated  ;  and 
the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

The  said  third  proposed  Resolution,  as  thus  amended, 
was  again  read,  and  agreed  to,  nem.  con.;  therefore, 

Resolved,  thirdly,  That  though  this  Colony,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  United  Colonies,  has  had  recourse  to 
the  appointment  of  Congresses  and  Committees,  for  the 
more  orderly  and  efTectual  redress  of  their  numerous  and 
heavy  grievances,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  the  desire  or  de- 
sign of  its  inhabitants  to  disuse,  much  less  to  oppose  or 
obstruct  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation,  but  that  they 
highly  esteem  their  right  of  being  represented  in  General 
Assembly. 

The  fourth  proposed  Resolution  being  read,  Mr.  Hobart 
moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  whole  fourth  paragraph 
be  expunged.  The  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  accordingly. 

The  fifth  proposed  Resolution  being  read,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  fifthly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress, that  there  is  not  the  least  danger  of  insult  or  inter- 
ruption to  either  of  the  branches  of  the  Legislature,  should 
an  Assembly  be  called,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  would 
be  extremely  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
to  the  end,  not  only  that  the  ordinary  business  of  the  coun- 
try may  be  despatched,  but  also  that  their  sense  may  be 
expressed,  as  well  by  their  Representatives  in  Assembly  as 
in  Congress,  on  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies. 

Mr.  Herring  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sands, 
for  the  following  amendment,  to  wit :  That  all  that  part  of 
the  fifth  paragraph,  which  follows  the  word  "  called,"  be 
obliterated. 

Debates  arose  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Her- 
ring; and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  AJimativt.  For  the  Negative. 

2  Ulst»r.  2  King's  County. 

4  New-York. — Mr.  Roosevelt 
2  Westchester.       dissenting. 
2  Orange. 
2  Try  on. 
2  Duteliess. 

2  SufTolk. 

3  Albany. 

19  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  that  part  of  the  fifth  paragraph 
which  follows  the  word  "called"  be  obliterated. 

Mr.  Sands  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the 
remainder  of  the  said  fifth  Resolution,  to  wit:  From  the 
beginning  thereof  to  the  end  of  the  word  "  called  "  be 


obliterated ;  and  debates  arising  thereon,  and  the  question 
put  ijiereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  Negative. 

2  Dutchess.  2  King's  County. 

2  Orange. 

2  Westchester. 

2  Ulster. 

2  Tryon. 

2  Suffolk. 

4  New-York, 

3  Albany. 

19  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  remainder  of  the  said  fifth 
paragraph,  to  wit:  From  tiie  beginning  thereof  to  the  end 
of  the  word  "  called,"  be  obliterated. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Jovis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  14, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 

Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Ray, 

Mr.  Sands. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleeck- 

er,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine. 
Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Herring. 
Suffolk. — Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart, 

Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr.  J.  Moore. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

A  Letter  from  John  Jay,  Esq.,  dated  the  26th  Novem- 
ber last,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Philadelphia,  November  26,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  the  en- 
closed Resolutions  of  Congress,  relative  to  the  Island  of 
Bermuda. 

"  We  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  you 
bad  made  a  House,  and  are  not  without  some  anxiety  on 
that  head.  In  a  few  days  we  shall  write  you  collectively, 
and  should  be  glad  frequently  to  be  informed  of  the  state 
of  the  Province. 

"  The  New-England  exploit  is  much  talked  of,  and  con- 
jectures are  numerous  as  to  the  part  the  Convention  will 
take  relative  to  it.  Some  consider  it  as  an  ill  compliment  to 
the  Government  of  the  Province,  and  prophesy  that  you 
have  too  much  Christian  meekness  to  take  any  notice  of  it. 
For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  approve  of  the  feat,  and  think 
it  neither  argues  much  wisdom  nor  much  bravery;  at  any 
rate,  if  it  was  to  have  been  done,  I  wish  our  own  people, 
and  not  strangers,  had  taken  the  liberty  of  doing  it.  I  con- 
fess I  am  not  a  little  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  Province, 
and  am  persuaded  that  its  reputation  cannot  be  maintained 
without  some  little  spirit  being  mingled  with  its  prudence. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient 

^^'■^^"*'  "John  Jay. 

"To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  at  New-York." 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  22d 
of  November,  relative  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  and  there- 
in enclosed,  were  also  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  November  22,  1775. 

"  The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

"  The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  several  Petitions  from  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  repre- 
senting the  distress  to  which  they  were  exposed  by  the 
Non-ex portaiion  Agreement,  and  praying  to  be  relieved  in 
such  manner  as  the  Congress  may  deem  consistent  with 
the  safety  o(  America,  report  that  they  have  considered 
the  same,  and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tions : 

"  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Bermuda  appear 
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friendly  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  ought  to  be  supplied 
with  such  and  so  great  a  quantity  of  the  produce  of  these 
Colonies  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  subsistence  and 
home  consumption  ;  that,  in  tiie  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, they  will  annually  require,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid, 
72,000  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  2,000  barrels  of  Bread  or 
Flour,  1,000  barrels  of  Beef  or  Pork,  2,100  bushels  of 
Peas  or  Beans,  and  300  tierces  of  Rice,  and  that  they  be 
permilled  to  export  the  same  yearly. 

"  That  the  said  inhabitants  ouf!;ht  to  pay  for  the  above 
annual  allowance  in  Salt ;  but  it  is  not  the  design  of  this 
Resolution  to  exclude  them  from  the  privilege  of  receiving 
American  produce,  to  any  amount,  in  exchange  for  Arms, 
Ammunition,  Saltpetre,  Sulphur,  and  Field-Pieces,  agree- 
ably to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  loth  of  July 
last. 

"  That,  to  enable  such  of  these  Colonies,  as  can  con- 
veniently furnish  the  Island  of  Bermuda  with  the  above- 
mentioned  allowance,  to  divide  whatever  advantages  may 
result  therefrom,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares  of 
the  general  expense,  it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee : 

"  That  the  Colony  o(  South-Carolina  supply  them  with 
300  tierces  of  Rice. 

"  That  the  Colony  o( North-Carolina  supply  them  with 
16,000  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  and  463  bushels  of  Peas 
or  Beans. 

"That  the  Colony  of  Virginia  supply  them  with  36,- 
000  bushels  o(  Indian  Corn,  and  1,050  bushels  of  Peas  or 
Beans. 

"  That  the  Colony  of  Maryland  supply  them  with  20,- 
000  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  and  582  bushels  of  Peas  or 
Beans. 

"  That  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  supply  them  with 
1,200  barrels  of  Flour  or  Bread,  and  600  barrels  of  Beef 
or  Pork. 

"That  the  Colony  o(  Netv-York  supply  them  with 
800  barrels  of  Flour  or  Bread,  and  400  barrels  of  Beef  or 
Pork. 

"That  the  Conventions  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the 
above-mentioned  Colonies  ought  to  superintend  the  said 
exportation,  provide  against  frauds,  and  take  care  that,  in 
exchanging  the  said  commodities  of  Salt  and  Provisions, 
no  undue  advantage  be  taken  by  either  party  of  their  mu- 
tual wants.  And,  further,  that  no  Vessel  employed  in  this 
business  ought  to  load  without  their  permission  ;  and  that 
when  they  shall,  in  pursuance  of  these  Resolutions,  per- 
mit any  of  the  said  Vessels  to  load,  they  do  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  County, 
City,  or  Town,  where  such  Vessel  shall  load,  and  inform 
them  that  the  same  is  done  under  the  authority  and  by 
order  of  this  Congress. 

"  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  several  Conventions,  Assemblies,  or  Com- 
mittees of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  to  the  Island 
of  Bermuda  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  be  in- 
formed that  the  Congress  will  afford  them  other  necessaries, 
such  as  Lumber,  Soap,  and  Candles,  whenever  the  quality 
and  quantity  of  each  of  those  articles,  used  in  the  Island, 
shall  be  ascertained. 

"  That  Edward  Stilei  be  permitted,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  send  the  Brig  Sea-Nymph,  Samuel  Stobel,  Mas- 
ter, with  4,000  bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  300  barrels  of 
Flour,  100  barrels  of  Bread,  20  barrels  of  Pork,  8  barrels 
of  Beef,  30  boxes  of  Soap,  and  15  barrels  of  Apples,  to 
Bermuda,  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  that  the  said  cargo  be  considered  as  part  of  the  annual 
allowance  aforesaid,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Mr.  Scott  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  a  Resolution 
be  entered  into,  in  the  words  following,  and  added  to  those 
agreed  on  this  forenoon,  to  wit  : 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress that  nothing  of  a  salutary  nature  can  be  expected  from 
the  separate  declaration  of  the  sense  of  this  Colony  on  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  20th  Febru- 
ary last;  and  that  as  the  motion  whereon  the  scheme  was 
grounded  was  confessedly  framed  to  disunite  the  Colonies, 


it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to,  and  totally  inconsistent  with 
the  glorious  plan  of  American  Union,  should  this  Colony  ex- 
press their  separate  sense  on  the  above-mentioned  supposed 
conciliatory  proposal  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  put 
thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

For  the  Affirmative. 

2  Dutchess.  Orange  divided — Mr.  Herring 
4  New-Yorlt.— Mr.  Roosevelt  for  the  affirmative.  Colonel 

3  Ulster.                 dissenting.  i/ay  for  tlie  negative . 
9  Westchester. 

2  Tryon. 

3  Albany. — Captain  Cuyler 
2  Suffolk.  (lissenling. 

17 

Therefore,  Resolved,  nevertheless,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Congress  that  nothing  of  a  salutary  nature  can  be 
expected  from  a  separate  declaration  of  the  sense  of  this 
Colony  on  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
20th  February  last,  and  that  as  the  motion  whereon  the 
same  was  grounded,  was  confessedly  framed  to  disuinte  the 
Colonies,  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to,  and  totally  in- 
consistent with  the  glorious  plan  of  American  Union,  should 
this  Colony  express  their  separate  sense  on  the  above- 
mentioned  supposed  conciliatory  proposal  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain. 

Colonel  McDougall  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  a 
Resolution  be  entered  into  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that 
this  Colony  is  fully  and  effectually  represented  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  the  sense 
of  its  inhabitants  on  any  overtures  for  a  reconciliation,  and 
that  the  Continental  Congress  has  fully  and  dispassionately 
expressed  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  on  the 
above-mentioned  Resolution  of  the  20th  of  February  last. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  all  the 
Counties  present,  Mr.  Roosevelt  dissenting  against  the  vote 
of  New-  York,  and  Captain  Cuyler  against  the  County  of 
Albany. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress that  this  Colony  is  fully  and  effectually  represented 
in  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  expressing 
the  sense  of  its  inhabitants  on  any  overtures  for  a  reconcili- 
ation, and  that  the  Continental  Congress  has  fully  and  dis- 
passionately expressed  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony  on  the  above-mentioned  Resolution  of  the  20tlv 
of  February  last. 

Several  citizens  at  the  door,  to  give  information  of  sun- 
dry matters  to  the  Congress,  were  admitted.  They  in- 
formed the  Congress  that  they  had  discovered  a  parcel  of 
Sheep,  Swine,  and  Poultry,  at  Myford's  Tavern,  at  one 
of  the  Ferries,  which  they  have  reason  to  believe  is  in- 
tended for  His  Majesty's  ship  Asia,  or  for  being  shipped 
and  exported  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continen- 
tal and  of  this  Provincial  Congress ;  and  that  they  had 
apprehended  there,  three  very  suspicious  persons,  with 
many  memorandums  about  them  relating  to  their  being  on 
board  the  ship  Asia.  Thereupon,  a  warrant  was  made  to 
Major  Malcom,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  information  has  been  given  to  this  Congress  that 
a  number  of  Sheep,  Hogs,  and  Poultry,  are  in  the  house, 
bam,  and  enclosures  of  John  Myford,  Innkeeper,  at  one  of 
the  Ferries  in  Brooklyn,  and  intended  to  be  shipped  and 
exported  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
and  of  this  Congress : 

Ordered,  That  Major  Malcom,  with  such  guard  as  be 
may  think  necessary,  proceed  to  the  said  John  Myford's, 
and  take  and  secure  the  said  Stock  in  such  manner  as  he 
may  think  most  safe,  and  that  lie  apprehend  the  said  John 
Myford  and  keep  him  in  safe  custody,  and  report  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  premises  to  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  the  five  Resolutions  of  this  Congress, 
made  and  entered  into  as  amendments  to  Mr.  Smith's  mo- 
tion, and  on  the  consideration  of  Governour  Tryon's  paper 
of  the  4th  instant,  be  fairly  engrossed  together,  and  brought 
to  the  Congress  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morroW 
morning. 
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Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  A    M.,  December  15, 1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Nafhaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Beekinan,  Mr.   Van    Zandt,  Mr. 

Imlay,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Ray,  Colo- 
nel Brasher,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott. 
Albany. — Colonel    Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Captain 

Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring. 
.Sk/o/A:.— Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Tredvvell, 

Captain  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Westchester. — Colonel    G.  Drake,  Colonel    L.  Graham, 

Mr.  Ward. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 
Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

The  engrossed  copy  of  the  five  Resolutions  of  yester- 
day, made  and  entered  into  as  amendments  of  Mr.  Smith's 
motion,  and  on  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Tryon's  publica- 
tion of  the  4th  instant,  were  read  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  they  be  published.* 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr. 
Beekmnn,  Mr.  Covenhoven,  and  Captain  Cuyler,  dissent 
to  the  two  last  Resolutions,  and  dissent  to  the  publication 
of  any  of  the  said  Resolutions. 

Major  Malcom,  attending  at  the  door,  was  admitted. 
Miijor  Malcom  delivered  in  his  Report  in  writing  of  his 
proceedings  on  the  Warrant  issued  to  him  yesterday  eve- 
ning; which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  last  night,  I  went 
with  a  parly  of  men,  in  two  boats,  to  the  house  uf  John 
Myford,  for  whom  we*  made  a  strict  search,  but  found  him 
not.  1  found  eight  sheep,  which,  as  it  was  difiicult  to 
bring  over  the  river,  I  gave  in  charge  to  Captain  Scbring, 
of  the  Light-Horse,  and  herewith  dpliver  his  receipt  for 
them.  There  were  two  men,  Hunt  and  Oakly,  from 
East-Chester,  in  the  house,  who  refused  giving  any  ac- 
count of  themselves,  and  being  in  a  suspicious  house,  1 
brought  them  to  town  prisoners.  The  Delegates  from 
Westchester,  Messrs.  Drake  and  Ward,  answered  for  their 
appearance  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  when,  if  the  Con- 
gress think  proper,  they  shall  be  brought  up  for  examina- 
ion-  "  William  Malcom. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 

of  New-  York." 

*  In  Provinciai.  Congress,  New. York,  December  14,  1775. 

On  motion,  tlie  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  liis  Excpllency 
Governour  Tryon'a  paper  of  the  4lh  instant,  directed  to  ttie  inhabitants 
of  New-Yorkf  came  into  the  following  Resolutions; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  none  of  the 
people  uf  this  Colony  have  withdrawn  their  allegiance  from  His  Ma- 
jesty. 

Ketohed,  That  the  supposed  present  "  turbulent  state  "  of  this  Colony 
arises,  not  from  the  want  of  a  proper  attachment  to  our  Frince,  and 
the  establishment  in  the  illustrious  House  of  Hanover,  nor  from  a  desire 
to  Income  independent  of  the  British  Crown,  or  a  spirit  of  opposition  to 
that  just  and  equal  rule  to  which,  by  the  British  Constitution,  and  our 
ancient  and  established  form  of  Government,  wo  are  subject ;  but  solely 
from  the  inroads  made  on  both  by  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  British  Par- 
1  ament,  devised  for  enslaving  His  iVlajcsty's  liege  subjects  in  the  Ameri. 
can  Colonies,  and  the  hostile  attempts  uf  the  Ministry  to  carry  these  acts 
into  execution . 

Resolved,  That  though  this  Colony,  in  conjunction  with  the  other 
United  Colonies,  has  had  recourse  to  the  appointment  of  Congresses  and 
Committees  for  the  more  orderly  and  effectual  redress  of  their  nume- 
rous and  heavy  grievances,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  the  desire  or  design  of 
its  inhabitants  to  disuse,  much  less  to  oppose  or  obstruct  the  ordinary 
course  of  legislation,  but  that  they  highly  esteem  their  right  of  being 
represented  in  General  Assembly . 

Resolved,  nevertheless,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that 
nothmg  of  a  salutary  nature  can  be  expected  from  a  separate  declaration 
of  the  sense  of  this  Colony  on  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  20th  of  i^e6ru'7ry  last,  and  that,  as  the  motion  whereon 
the  same  was  grounded,  was  confessedly  framed  to  disunite  the  Colo- 
nies, it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to,  and  totally  inconsistent  with  the 
glorious  plan  of  American  Union,  should  this  Colony  express  their  se- 
parate sense  on  the  above-mentioned  supposed  conciliatory  proposal  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  this  Colony  is 
fully  and  effectually  represented  in  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  the  sense  of  its  inhabitants  on  any  overture  for  a 
reconciliation,  and  that  the  Continental  Congress  has  fully  and  dispas- 
sionately expressed  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  on,  the 
above-mentioned  Resolution  of  the  2Uth  of  February  last. 

A  true  copy  from  the  minutes ; 

Robert  Behbon,  Secretary. 


He  also  delivered  in  the  receipt  of  Isaac  I.  Sebring,  an 
officer  of  the  Light-Horse,  which  wa=i  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Deputies  of  Westchester  County  be 
a  Committee  to  examine  the  persons  taken  by  Major  Mal- 
com on  oath,  and  to  liberate  them,  or  order  them  into  con- 
finement, as  they  may  think  proper. 

The  Memorial  oi  John  Norberg,  Esq.,*  together  with 
the  several  Certificates  attending  the  same,  were  read  ;  and 
the  Memorial  and  Certificate  of  B.  Romans  were  filed. 
It  appearing  thereby  to  this  Congress  that  Captain  Nor- 
berg  is  in  such  a  state  of  health  as  that  tenderness  and 
humanity  to  liim  demand  our  consent  to  his  going  to  Great 
Britain,  for  the  restoration  of  his  impaired  constitution; 
and  it  also  appearing  to  the  Congress  that  Captain  Nor- 
berg  has  with  the  strictest  honour  behaved  towards  the 
inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies,  as  a  soldier  and  a 
gentleman. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Norberg  be  permitted  to  go  to 
Great  Britain,  with  all  or  any  such  of  his  effects  as  he 
may  choose  to  remove  ;  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to 
all  persons  in  this  Colony  not  to  interrupt  Captain  Nor- 
berg in  his  removal  with  his  said  effects. 

Colonel  McDougall  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Cap- 
tain Cuyler,  that  each  of  the  Delegates  who  have  repre- 
sented this  Colony,  and  now  represent  it  in  Continental 
Congress,  he  allowed  for  his  services,  in  his  quality  of  De- 
legate, five  dollars  per  day,  for  each  day  he  shall  have  been, 
or  may  be,  from  his  place  of  abode,  on  the  publick  service, 

Mr.  Hobart  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Strong, 
for  the  following  amendment  to  Colonel  McDougall's  mo- 
tion, to  wit :  That  the  words  "  five  dollars"  be  obliterated, 
and  the  words  "  three  dollars"  inserted. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affirmative  or  Amend.         For  the  Negative  or  against 

ment,  the  Amendment. 

3  Suffolk.  2  Dutchess. 

2  Ulster.  3  Albany. 

2  King's.  4  New- York. 

2  Tryon.  2  Westchester. 

2  Orange.  — 

—  11  votes. 
10  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  proposed  amend- 
ment be  rejected. 

Mr.  John  Moore  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 

*To  the  most  respectable  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New. 
York  : — I  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  most  respectable  Congress  this  cir. 
cumstance :  1  am  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  have  been  persecuted  for 
that.  I  have  been  against  the  French  faction  there.  1  have  been  in 
His  Britanick  Majesty's  service  since  January,  1758.  I  have  been 
twice  shot  through  my  body  here  last  war  in  America,  and  I  am  now 
sixty-five  years  old,  reduced  by  age,  wounds,  and  gravel,  which  may 
be  seen  by  Doctor  Jones's  certificate.  In  1773  I  got  permission  in  Ja. 
maica  to  go  to  London,  where  I  petitioned  to  be  an  invalid  officer,  but, 
as  a  foreigner,  1  could  not  enjoy  a  commission  in  England  or  Ireland. 
His  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  give  me  the  allowance  for  Fort- 
Oeorge,  (seven  shillings  sterling  per  day,)  with  liberty  to  live  where  I 
please  in  America,  because  the  fort  has  been  abandoned  this  eight  years, 
and  only  two  men  remain  there,  to  assist  any  express  going  between 
New-York  and  Canada. 

1  arrived  hero  in  New-York  last  year,  in  September,  with  intention 
to  live  in  New-York.  As  I  heard  nothing  else  than  disharmony 
amongst  gentlemen,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  my  age,  I  resolved  to 
go  to  Fort-George,  and  live  there  in  a  little  cottage  as  an  hermit,  where 
I  was  very  happy  for  six  months. 

The  12th  of  May  last  Mr.  Romans  came  and  took  possession  of  Fort. 
George.  Mr.  Romans  bi'huved  very  genteel  and  civil  to  me.  I  told 
him  that  I  did  not  belong  to  the  army,  and  I  may  be  considered  as  a 
half-pay  officer  or  invalid,  and  convinced  him  that  I  was  plagued  with 
gravel.  Mr.  Romans  gave  me  his  passport  to  go  to  New-Lebanon  to 
recover  my  health  ;  and  he  told  me  that,  in  regard  to  my  age,  I  may 
go  where  1  please. 

As  I  can't  sell  any  bill  for  my  subsistence,  and  I  can't  live  upon  wind 
and  weather,  1  therefore  bog  and  implore  the  most  respectable  Congress's 
permission  to  go  to  England;  and  I  intend  to  go  to  my  native  country. 
I  could  have  gone  away,  surely,  as  well  as  some  others  have  done ;  but 
I  will  not,  upon  any  account,  do  such  a  thing.  I  hope  the  most  re- 
spectable Congress  will  not  do  partially,  to  refuse  me ;  because  Major 
Etherington,  Captain  Brown  and  Captain  Kelly,  who  are  in  the  army, 
have  been  permitted  to  go  to  England;  and  it  may  happen  they  return 
here  again  on  actual  service,  which  old  age  and  infirmities  render  me 
incapable  of. 

As  it  is  the  custom  amongst  the  Christian  nations  and  the  Turks, 
that  they  give  subsistence  to  every  prisoner  according  to  their  rank, 
should  the  most  respectable  Congress  have  any  claim  upon  mo  to  bo  a 
prisoner  here,  I  hope  they  will  give  me  my  subsistence  from  the  12th 
of  May  last,  according  to  my  rank  as  Captain.  I  implore  the  favour  of 
the  most  respectable  Congress's  answer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  John  Norbero. 

New.York,  December  ^l,  1775. 


415 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


416 


Humphreys,  for  the  following  amendment  to  Colonel  Mc- 
Dousall's  motion,  to  wit :  That  the  words  "  five  dollars" 
he  obliterated,  and  the  words  "  four  dollars"  inserted  in  its 
stead. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  last  proposed  amendment,  and 
the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affinniitive .  For  the  Negative. 

2  King's.  4  New.York. 

2  WcstcUestor.  3  Albany. 

2  Dutchess.  — 

2  Ulster.  7  votes. 

2  Suffolk. 
2  Orange. 
2  Tryon. 

14  votes. 

Jlesohed,  therefore,  That  each  of  the  Delegates  who 
have  represented  this  Colony,  and  now  represent  it  in 
Continental  Congress,  be  allowed  for  his  services,  in  his 
quality  of  Delegate,  four  dollars  per  day,  for  each'^day  he 
shall  have  been,  or  may  be,  from  his  usual  place  of  abode 
on  that  service  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Feter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  or  the  Treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  au- 
thorized, to  pay  unto  each  of  the  Delegates  who  repre- 
sented this  Colony  at  the  late  Continental  Congress,  and 
to  each  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being, 
or  his  legal  representatives,  four  dollars  per  day,  for  every 
day  that  he  hath  been,  or  shall  be,  from  his  usual  place  of 
abode  on  that  service. 

Die  Veneris,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  15,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Nathaniel  IVoodhull,  Esq.,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Beekman,  Co- 
lonel Brasher,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Imlay. 

All>any. — Captain  Bleecker,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel 
Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler. 

Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphrey,  Mr. 
Schenck. 

Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wynkoop. 

(Veslchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Graham, 
Mr.  Ward. 

Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Suffolk. — Colonel  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Captain  Wick- 
ham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 

Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay. 

King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Dennis,  of  the  City  of  New- 
Brunswick,  dated  November  28,  1775,  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Cilyof  New.Brunswick,  November  28,  1775. 

"Sir:  By  your  orders  received  hy  Abraham  Clark,  I 
sent  you  six  quarter-casks  of  powder,  which  was  all  I  could 
collect.  The  persons  I  had  it  from  are  impatient,  and  beg 
the  powder  may  be  returned,  as  our  inhabitants  are  desti- 
tute of  that  article. 

"  Your  assistance  will  be  duly  acknowledged  by  your 
obedient,  humble  servant,  John  Dennis. 

"  To  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  at  New-York." 
William  Sutton,  Esq.,  of  Westchester,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  admitted,  and  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has 
been  obliged,  for  fear  of  injuries,  to  leave  his  place  of 
abode,  and  made  the  requests  and  engagements  contained 
in  a  Protection  given  to  him,  which  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  fVilliam  Sutton,  Esq.,  of  Westchester  County  now  ap- 
pears before  this  Congress,  and  requests  protection  to  re- 
turn to  his  house,  and  engages  to  apply  to,  and  deliver 
himself  up  to  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Westches- 
ter, at  their  next  meeting,  and  at  any  other  time  when  they 
shall  send  for  him,  to  answer  all  such  charges  as  may  be 
made  against  him,  and  abide  the  judgment  and  determina- 
tion of  the  said  Committee ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Bull,  now 
present,  engages  that  the  said  William  Sutton  shall  go  to 
Westchester  County  and  deliver  himself  up  to  the  said 
Committee,  at  their  next  meeting.     Therefore, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Sutton  be  permitted 


to  return  to  his  house  in  safety,  and  submit  himself  to  the 
Committee  of  Westchester  County,  and  that  in  the  interim 
his  boat  be  considered  as  under  the  protection  of  this  Con- 
gress." 

The  Agreement  made  and  entered  into  between  Colonel 
Alexander  Mc Doiigall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  on  behalf 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  one  part,  and  Cornelius 
Alherton  of  the  other  part,  on  the  3d  of  November  hsl,  for 
the  making  of  Muskets  and  Bayonets,  was  read,  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  November  23,  1775, 

"  Articles  of  Agreement  made,  agreed  to,  and  concluded 
by  and  between  Colonel  Alexander  McDougall  and  Peter 
T.  Curtenius,  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  by  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York 
of  the  one  part,  and  Cornelius  Atherton,  of  Amenia  Pre- 
cinct, in  Dutchess  County,  Gunsmith,  of  the  other  part: 
Witnesseth,  That  the  said  parties,  for  the  considerations 
hereinafter  mentioned,  have  covenanted  and  agreed  to- 
gether in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say :  First,  The  said 
Cornelius  Atherton,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds,  lawful  money  of  JVew;-  York,  now  advanced  to  him, 
and  in  further  consideration  of  the  covenants  and  agreements 
of  the  said  parlies  of  the  second  part  herein  contained,  doth, 
for  himself,  his  executors,  and  administrators,  covenant, 
grant  and  agree  to,  and  with  the  said  Alexander  McDou- 
gall and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  jointly  and  severally,  and  to 
and  with  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators of  stich  survivor,  that  he,  the  said  Cornelius 
Atherton,  his  executors  or  administrators,  shall  and  will 
with  the  utmost  diligence  make,  finish,  and  deliver  to  the 
said  Alexander  McDougall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  or 
their  order,  as  many  good  muskets  and  bayonets  as  he  shall 
be  able  to  make  and  finish  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May 
next.  And  that  he  the  said  Cornelius  Atherton,  his  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  shall  and  will,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  April  next,  deliver  to  the  said  Alexander  McDou- 
gall and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  at  least  two  hundred  good 
and  well  finished  muskets  and  bayonets ;  that  the  barrel  of 
each  of  the  said  muskets  shall  be  three  feet  six  inches  in 
length,  and  the  bore  three-fourth  parts  of  an  inch  in  di- 
ameter ;  and  that  each  of  the  said  barrels  shall  be  made  of 
the  best  iron  for  that  purpose,  and  of  full  proof,  and  be 
well  and  fully  proved  before  they  shall  be  stocked  ;  that 
the  stocks  shall  be  made  of  good  wood,  and  finished  in  a 
neat  and  workmanlike  manner ;  that  the  locks  shall  be  of 
the  best  quality  ;  the  muskets  brass  mounted  and  furnished 
with  good  steel  ramrods,  and  the  muskets  finished  like  the 
pattern  delivered  to  the  said  Cornelius;  that  the  blade  of 
each  bayonet  shall  be  eighteen  inches  in  length  from  the 
shoulder ;  the  bayonet  to  be  made  in  the  best  manner,  with 
a  good  bayonet-sheath.  That  each  of  the  said  muskets 
shall  be  marked,  as  follows:  "  Co.  Netv-  York,"  and  deliver- 
ed at  the  price  of  three  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  current 
money  of  New- York,  for  each  musket  and  bayonet,  steel 
ramrod  and  bayonet-sheath,  mounted,  finished  and  deliver- 
ed as  aforesaid. 

"  And  the  said  Alexander  McDougall  and  Peter  T. 
Curtenius  for  themselves,  their  executors  and  administra- 
tors, do  covenant,  grant,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said 
Cornelius  Atherton,  his  executors  and  administrators,  that 
as  soon  as  the  said  Cornelius  shall  deliver  or  cause  to  be 
delivered  to  them,  good  securities  for  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  be  repaid  in  such  muskets 
and  bayonets  as  aforesaid,  at  the  price  before -mentioned, 
or  on  failure  of  the  delivery  of  the  said  muskets  and  bayo- 
nets before  the  1st  day  of  April  next,  then  the  sum  in 
arrear  to  be  repaid  in  money  ;  that  they  the  said  Alexander 
McDougall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  will  advance  to  the 
said  Cornelius  Atherton  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety  pounds  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds 
now  advanced  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  making  and  finishing  the  said  muskets  and  bayonets. 
And  also  lliat  they,  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  will 
allow  to  the  said  Cornelius  Atherton,  his  executors  or 
administrators  the  price  of  three  pounds  and  fourteen  shil- 
lings, for  each  such  musket  and  bayonet,  with  a  steel  ram- 
rod and  sheath,  finished  in  manner  aforesaid,  as  he  shall 
deliver  to  them  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and 
pay  him  for  the  same  whatever  sum  the  price  of  such 
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muskets  and  bayonets  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents 
have  to  these  presents  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and 
seals,  the  day  and  year  on  this  indenture  first  written.  And 
the  said  Cornelius  Atherton  agrees  to  put  swivels  to  the 
said  muskets.  "  Cornelius  Athekton. 

"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us,  on  this  23d 
day  of  November,  1775:  the  eighteenth  line  of  this  page 
being  mostly  struck  out  with  a  pen,  and  left  an  entire  blank 
line.  "  RoBEKT  Benson, 

"  John  McKesson." 

"  Received  of  Comfort  Sands,  of  the  City  of  Neiv-  York, 
Merchant,  by  order  of,  and  on  account  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  and  on  account,  and  at  the  request  of  Alexander 
McDougall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indenture. 

"  Cornelius  Atherton." 

"  November  23,  1775." 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  this  Congress  fully  approves 
of  the  said  Contract  made  on  their  account,  and  declare  they 
think  it  a  beneficial  Contract,  made  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  they  take 
the  Contract  on  account  and  risk  of  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  advance 
and  pay  to  Colonel  McDovgall  and  Peter  T.  Curtenius, 
or  their  order,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
agreed  to  be  advanced  to  the  said  Cornelius  Atherton,  as 
soon  as  the  said  Cornelius  shall  have  given  such  security  as 
is  mentioned  in  the  said  Contract. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  business  appointed  for 
this  afternoon,  to  wit :  The  appointing  a  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty forlhis  Colony,  and  limiting  their  powers.  And  Mr.  Scott 
and  Mr.  Hobart,  who  were  named  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  reported  a  draft  of  powers  for  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  which  were  read,  amended,  and  approved  of,  and 
many  additional  powers  to  the  said  Committee  of  Safety 
were  moved  for,  and  approved  of,  agreed  to,  and  added 
thereto. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  name  and  appoint  the 
Members  of  the  said  Committee  of  Safety. 

Tliereupon  Mr.  Gansevoort  moved,  and  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Rensselaer,  for  the  sense  of  Congress,  whether  one 
of  the  Deputies  of  the  County  of  .(4/6«ni/  now  present, 
may  be  permitted  to  serve  as  a  member  in  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  until  one  other  Deputy  of  the  said  County  shall 
relieve  him  ;  the  said  Deputy  who  shall  come  to  relieve  the 
other  to  continue  as  the  member  of  said  Committee  un- 
til the  Congress  shall  meet  again. 

The  question  being  put  on  said  motion,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative. 

The  Congress  then  named  and  appointed  Colonel  Alex- 
ander McDougall,  John  Morin  Scott,  nilliam  Allison, 
Peter  R.  Livingston,  Morris  Graham,  Abraham  Brasher, 
John  Lcffertse,  Comfort  Sands,  James  Beekman,  John 
Imlay,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  and  Samuel  BrewUer,  to  be 
a  Coniiniitee  of  Safety,  and  any  seven  or  more  of  them  to 
be  a  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  powers  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  as  now  agreed  to,  and  resolved  on,  be  considered 
as  perfect  powers  to  the  said  Committee,  so  far  as  they  are 
agreed  to,  and  that  they  be  engrossed,  and  taken  up  for 
further  additional  powers,  if  necessary,  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  this  Congress,  to-morrow  morning,  take 
into  consideration  the  slate  of  the  Provincial  currency,  or- 
dered to  be  issued  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress. 

Colonel  Woodhull  obtained  leave  of  absence,  the  Coun- 
ty of  Suffolk  being  representeil  without  him. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. ^ 

Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  16,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.     Present: 

For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 
Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Imlay. 

Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort, Captain  Bleecker. 


Dutchess. — Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr. 

Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay. 
Suffolk.— Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston. 
fVestchester. — Col.  Graham,  Col.  G.  Drake,  Mr.  Ward. 
Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

John  Herring,   Esq.,  was   unanimously  elected  Presi 
dent  pro  tern. 

The  Members  of  Westchester  County  reported,  that 
they  had  examined  Benjamin  Hunt  on  oath,  and  had  his 
Deposition  taken  before  Alderman  Blagge,  which  was 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Deposition  be  delivered  to  the 
Deputies  of  Westchester  County,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Committee  of  Westchester  County. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
powers  to  tiie  Committee  of  Safety.  The  same  was  read, 
and  amended,  with  some  additions  thereto,  and  fully  agreed 
to,  and  resolved  on,  are  ordered  to  be  entered,  and  are  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  members  of  this  Congress, 
to  wit :  Colonel  Akxander  McDougall,  John  Morin  Scott, 
Jeremiah  Clarke,  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Morris  Graham, 
Abraham  Brasher,  John  Leffertse,  Comfort  Sands,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  John  Imlay,  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  and 
Samuel  Brewster,  be  and  hereby  are  constituted  and  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  of  Safety,  whereof  seven  shall  be  a 
sufficient  quorum,  with  the  following  power  and  authority, 
and  under  the  following  regulations,  to  wit: 

ist.  A  standing  power  to  grant  all  commissions  in  the 
Militia  of  this  Colony,  subject  to  the  regulations  thereof, 
as  established  by  the  Provincial  Congress. 

2d.  Power  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  in  case 
of  any  alarm,  insurrection,  or  invasion,  or  where  any  mat- 
ter or  thing,  for  the  executing  whereof  military  force  shall 
or  may  be  necessary,  to  order  and  direct  the  Militia  of  the 
Colony,  or  any  part  thereof,  subject  nevertheless  to  the 
control  of  this  and  the  Continental  Congress. 

3d.  The  like  power  during  such  recess,  from  time  to 
time,  in  such  cases  as  are  last  mentioned,  to  order  and  di- 
rect any  of  the  Continental  Forces  that  shall  be  within 
this  Colony,  and  be  put  by  appointment  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  under  the  order  and  direction  of  this  Con- 
gress, subject  nevertheless  to  such  control  as  afore-men- 
tioned. 

4th.  A  standing  power,  by  drafts  on  the  Treasury,  to 
apply  all  such  moneys  as  shall  be  appropriated  to  uses,  but 
not  actually  applied  by  this  Congress. 

5th.  A  standing  power,  by  like  drafts,  to  appropriate 
and  apply  any  such  moneys  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
by  them  judged  necessary  for  contingent  and  secret  ser- 
vices ;  provided  the  same  do  not  in  the  whole  exceed  five 
thousand  Pounds. 

6th.  A  standing  power  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  exe- 
cuted, orders,  resolves,  and  recommendations,  as  well  of 
the  Continental  as  of  this  Congress. 

7th.  A  standing  power  for  the  care,  direction,  and  dis- 
position of  the  magazines,  arms,  aramunition,  and  other 
military  stores  and  implements  belonging  to  this  Colony, 
or  which  shall  be  committed  by  the  Continental  Congress 
to  the  care  and  direction  of  this  Congress. 

8th.  A  power,  in  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  same  when  and  where,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee,  any  emergency  shall  require  it;  and  on 
every  such  call  to  give  at  least  fourteen  days  notice  of  the 
meeting. 

9th.  A  power  to  enjoin  secrecy  on  their  members,  and 
others  under  their  direction,  as  to  all  matters  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  trust,  wherein  they  shall  judge  it  necessary  ; 
and  as  the  due  execution  of  many  things  for  the  publick 
safety  may  require  the  utmost  secrecy,  that  in  all  cases 
wherein  they  shall  esteem  such  secrecy  is  required,  they 
shall  have  the  power  of  withholding  the  discovery  of  their 
proceedings  from  this  Congress,  until  one  month  after  the 
danger  which  may  attend  such  discovery  is  past. 

ibth.  To  keep  an  exact  journal  of  their  proceedings, 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  this  Congress,  in  certified 
copies  thereof,  with  power  to  withhold  out  of  such  copies 
matters  of  secrecy  as  above  directed. 
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1  Ith.  A  power,  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  to 
open  and  answer  all  letters  directed  to  this  Congress,  or  the 
President  thereof. 

12th.  A  power  to  comply  as  far  and  as  often  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  with  any  requisition  by  the  Generals  of 
the  Continental  forces,  or  any  or  eitiier  of  them. 

A  power  to  take  up  and  examine  persons  suspected  to 
have  broken  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  or  this  Con- 
gress, and,  according  to  their  discretion,  to  discharge  or 
send  such  persons  to  the  General  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
ty, to  whom  it  belongs  to  determine  the  matter. 

A  power  to  carry  into  execution  a  settlement  of  ac- 
counts with  the  Continental  Congress. 

A  power  to  carry  into  execution,  if  necessary,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  late  Congress  for  the  emission  of  paper  cur- 
rency, subject  however  to  such  alterations  as  this  Congress 
shall  think  proper  to  make. 

A  discretionary  power  to  purchase  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  apply  the  same  to  the  publick  service. 

A  power,  in  case  of  de6ciency  of  the  Provincial  Trea- 
sury, to  answer  the  appropriations  and  applications  here- 
by intrusted  to  the  Committee;  to  supply  such  deficien- 
cy, as  often  as  it  may  happen,  by  a  vote  of  credit,  to  be 
made  good  by  provision  hereafter  to  be  made  by  Con- 
gress. 

A  power  to  settle  and  determine  all  questions  to  be  put 
to  them  by  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  arising  in  their 
department. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety,  hereby  ap- 
pointed, do  continue  to  be  invested  as  a  body,  distinct  from 
Congress,  with  all  the  powers  above-mentioned,  until  the 
said  Committee  shall  be  dissolved  by  order  of  this  Con- 
gress, or  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  June  next,  unless  a 
future' Congress  of  this  Colony  shall  be  sooner  convened. 

Dissentients  to  that  part  of  the  last  Resolution  contained 
in  the  words  "  or  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  June  next :" 
Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort,Capla'mCuyler,Co\o- 
HL'l  Brasher,  Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Schenck. 

Mr.  Ganscyoor/,  seconded  by  Mr. /ienwe/aer,  moved  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

That  if  it  should  so  happen  that  any  member,  appointed 
as  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  should  be  prevented, 
either  by  sickness  or  other  unforeseen  accident,  from  at- 
tending the  said  Committee,  whereby  the  publick  business 
may  be  delayed,  that  his  place  may  be  supplied  by  one 
other  of  the  Deputies  of  the  County  where  such  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  resides,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  General  Committee  of  the  same  County. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion ;  and  tlie  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Negative. 

Suffolk,  Westchester, 

Dutchess,  New- York, 

Orange,  Trjon, 

Ulster, 

Albany  equally  divided . 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  motion  be  rejected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be,  and  here- 
by are  fully  empowered  to  issue  orders  to  the  respective 
Counties  in  this  Colony,  to  elect  Deputies  for  a  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  May  next ;  the  said  Committee,  by  their  order,  appoint- 
ing the  day  of  election  in  each  County  to  be  at  least  twen- 
ty-one days  before  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  May  next. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
the  emission  of  the  Paper  currency  agreed  to  be  issued  by 
the  late  Congress;  and  after  a  considerable  time  spent  there- 
in, the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to, 
to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  periods  of  sinking  of  one  hundred 
and  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  Dollars,  by  two  pay- 
ments— the  first  of  fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Dollars  on  the  first  day  o(  March,  1776,  and  the  remaining 
fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  the  first 
day  of  March,  1777,  agreeably  to  the  Resolve  of  the  late 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  second  day  of  September  last 
past — be  altered ;  and  that  the  said  first  sum  of  fifty-six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  be  sunk  on  the  first 
day  of  March,  1777,  and  the  remaining  fifty-six  thousand 


two  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1778. 

And  whereas,  the  late  Provincial  Congress  directed  that 
the  Bills,  by  them  ordered  to  be  emitted,  should  be  signed 
by  at  least  three  persons,  and  it  appears  that  there  is  not 
room  sufficient  on  each  of  the  said  Bills  for  three  signers ; 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  any  two  of  the  said  signers  be  sufficient 
to  sign  each  of  the  said  Bills. 

And  whereas,  this  Congress  have  applied  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  lend  this  Colony  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  Dollars  ;  if  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  shall  make  that  loan  to  this  Colony, 

Resolved,  That  in  such  case  the  Committtee  of  Safety 
are  not  to  take  any  measure  towards  issuing  the  Money 
above-mentioned  ;  and  that  the  sum  so  lent  shall  be  sunk 
in  equal  moieties  at  the  respective  periods  last  above-men- 
tioned.   

Die  Lunee,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  18,  1775. 

Present:  Johii  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 

Brasher,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Rutgers. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyier,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutche  s. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Orange. — Mr.  Hay,  Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Clowes. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Westchester. — Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr.  J.  Moore. 

No  other  Members  appearing,  and  Dutchess  and  West- 
chester not  being  a  quorum,  the  Congress  could  not  pro- 
ceed to  business,  and  adjourned  till  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon. 

Die  Lunffi,  3  ho.  P  M.,  December  18,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  ^ro  tern. 
For  New-York. —  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr. 

Ray,    Mr.  Rutgers,   Mr.  Imlay,    Mr.  Scott,   Colonel 

Biasher. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyier,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clowes. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Westchester. — Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  Lockwood,  Mr.  Paulding. 
Tryon. — Mr.  J.  Moore. 
King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

Mr.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  who  went  up  to  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  delivered  in  the  Report  of 
the  said  Committee,  together  with  a  Draft  or  Plan  to  ex- 
plain the  same. 

The  said  Report  was  read  ;  and  being  read  a  second 
time,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Fort-Constitution,  December  14,  1775. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  bearing  date  the  7th  instant,  to  repair  to  the  for- 
tifications in  the  Highlands,  and  endeavour  to  accommo- 
date the  difference  subsisting  between  the  Commissioners 
for  erecting  said  fortifications  and  the  Engineer — and  in 
case  they  should  not  be  able  to  accommodate  the  said  dif- 
ference, to  give  such  directions  as  they  should  think  neces- 
sary for  expediting  the  works  of  the  said  fortifications,  in 
such  manner  as  they  should  judge  best  for  the  publick 
service,  and  make  report  as  well  of  the  true  cause  of  such 
difference  as  of  all  necessary  facts  relating  to  llie  same, 
and  of  such  directions  as  they  shall  have  given  for  expe- 
diting the  said  work — do  Report : 

"  That  after  examining  into  the  matters  of  complaint  from 
both  parties,  they  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Romans  must 
either  have  mistaken  the  charge  committed  to  him  by  the 
honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  by  request  of  the  Com- 
missioners, or,  as  appears  from  his  conduct,  has  assumed 
powers  with  which  he  knew  he  was  not  intrusted  ;  as  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Cointnissioners  objected  to  the  manner  of 
erecting  some  works  that  are  nearly  finished,  and  refused 
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their  consent  to  the  erecting  of  others  begun,  especially  that 
called  the  Grand  Bastion,  in  vvliicli  we  think  they  judged 
right ;  which,  nevertiieless,  he  was  detenriined  to  carry  on, 
declaring  that  they  had  no  vote  nor  authority  in  any  inalters 
at  the  Post  more  than  to  furnish  stores  and  workmen,  and 
pay  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Commissioners,  from 
the  authority  with  which  they  conceive  tiie  honourable  the 
Provincial  Congress  had  invested  in  them  to  erect  fortifica- 
tions, thought  themselves  responsible,  in  a  great  degree,  for 
the  misapplication  of  the  publick  moneys  appropriated  for 
that  use;  in  which  we  also  think  they  judged  right;  and, 
therefore,  that  Mr.  Romans  was  to  blame  in  refusing  to  con- 
sult the  Commissioners  on  every  matter  of  importance,  be- 
fore he  attempted  to  carry  it  into  execution.  For  further 
particulars,  relative  to  this  report,  we  refer  the  honourable 
House  to  the  copies  of  the  directions  given  to  the  Com- 
missioners and  Engineer. 

"  2d.  That  on  observing  the  situation  of  the  works 
erected  and  planned  by  the  Engineer,  we  do  further  re- 
port, that  with  respect  to  the  battery  nearly  finished  with 
marling,  &.C.,  we  find  that  none  of  the  cannon  can  be 
pointed  so  as  to  obstruct  any  vessel  in  her  passage  up, 
until  she  passes  the  fVest-Point,  one  hundred  or  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards ;  and  when  she  has  passed  the  afore- 
said battery,  none  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  her  any  dis- 
tance up  the  river,  especially  should  she  border  on  the 
east  shore.  Upon  the  whole,  we  are  of  opinion  no  vessel 
would  be  under  the  command  of  the  battery  more  than 
half  the  reach  from  the  H^est-Point  to  the  point  of  Marte- 
laer's  Rock. 

"  With  respect  to  the  Grand  Bastion,  (so  called,)  we  do 
further  report,  that  on  examination  of  the  work  still  to  be 
erected  to  finish  the  same,  we  find  two  lines  which,  to- 
gether, will  consist  of  a  wall  of  three  hundred  feet  in 
length,  thirty  feet  on  an  average  in  height  and  in  breadth, 
and  eighteen  feet  high,  together  with  another  wall  of  like 
dimensions  as  to  height  and  breadth,  and  will  consist  of 
two  hundred  feet  in  length,  which  is  to  encircle  the  block- 
house and  join  the  former,  which  in  its  area  is  to  contain 
bomb-proof  arches  of  brick,  and  a  grand  magazine,  which 
is  to  cover  men  in  time  of  engagement,  as  the  Engineer 
informed  us ;  all  which  we  conceive  will  be  impracticable 
to  complete  in  season,  even  should  the  expense  be  approv- 
ed of,  which  in  our  opinion  would  not  amount  to  less  than 
eight  or  ten  thousand  pounds,  and,  when  completed,  would 
not  affect  any  vessel  until  she  came  abreast  with  the  West- 
Foint. 

"  The  Committee  do  further  report,  that  they  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  instead  of  erecting  the  above  described  work,  it 
would  better  answer  the  use  and  safety  of  the  post  for  the 
present,  to  throw  up  a  breastwork  in  the  hollow  of  the 
above-mentioned  area,  facing  the  fVesi-Point,  sufiicient  to 
contain  four  or  six  cannon,  and  also,  to  erect  a  Barbel 
battery  on  a  gravel  hill,  marked  on  the  late  draft  of  Mr. 
Romans,  (H,)  sufficient  to  mount  eight  large  cannon,  eigh- 
teen pounders,  two  of  which,  to  be  mounted  on  a  short  cur- 
tain facing  the  reach  above  the  West-Point;  the  breastwork 
to  be  composed  of  timber,  filled  in  with  earth,  with  a  good 
platform ;  the  advantage  of  which  will  fully  appear  by  the 
river  draft.  When  this  is  completed,  we  would  recom- 
mend, that  a  low  constructed  block-house  be  erected  on  an 
eminence  abreast  of  the  H'est-Point,  which  will  serve  to 
keep  up  a  line  of  communication  between  the  last  men- 
tioned battery  and  the  other  works. 

"  3d.  With  respect  to  the  state  of  the  barracks,  the  Com- 
mittee do  further  report,  that  they  find  one  of  eighty  by 
twenty  feet,  of  one  story,  and  one  of  one  hundred  by  twenty 
feet,  one-and-a-half  story  high,  both  which  when  cleared  of 
workmen  and  labourers,  will  contain  about  three  hundred 
men.  The  foundation  of  another  barrack,  eighty  by  twen- 
ty feet,  two  story  high,  and  when  completed,  will  contain 
one  hundred  and  sixty  men  ;  this  latter  barrack  we  find 
will  be  well  covered  by  the  eminence  on  which  stands  the 
block-house;  the  former  stands  much  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  as  soon  as  they  open  the  fVcst-Point,  espe- 
cially  the  one  of  one  hundred  feet,  nor  would  it  be  fully 
covered,  in  our  opinion,  was  the  expen^iive  Grand  Bastion 
aforesaid  completely  finished,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Romans's 
plan. 

"After  going  through  with  the  business  above  reported,  we 
went  down  the  river  in  the  barge  as  far  as  PoopJooj)'s  Kill ; 


on  our  way,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  below  the  fortress 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  a  landing  place  of  easy  ac- 
cess from  the  river  to  the  height  of  the  land  above,  whiclj 
may  be  occupied  by  an  enemy  to  our  damage.  We  then 
proceeded,  and  took  a  view  of  the  height  and  situation  of 
the  ground  forming  the  north  chop  of  Pooploop's  Kilt, 
which  projects  itself  so  far  into  the  river  that  the  distance 
across  to  the  other  shore  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
perches.  We  are  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  is  by  far  the 
most  advantageous  situation  in  the  Highlands  for  a  fortifica- 
tion, as  one  erected  on  this  point  would  command  the  reach 
of  the  river  downwards  to  the  point  of  the  Dunderbarragh, 
being  the  distance  of  nearly  three  miles,  and  from  the  same 
point  the  reach  upwards  may  be  commanded  as  far,  and  is 
environed  in  its  adjacent  and  contiguous  situations  with 
marshes  and  inaccessible  mountains,  which  renders  it  im- 
practicable for  the  enemy  to  land.  We  are,  therefore,  of 
opinion,  that  a  battery  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  guns  ought  to 
be  erected  on  this  point,  and  that  barracks  be  erected  there 
to  make  it  a  post  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun- 

''^^'^'"^"-  "Francs  N.coLL, 

"  Joseph  Drake, 
"Thomas  Palmer." 

The  same  Report  being  read,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  does  agree  with  their 
Committee  in  the  said  Report;  and  ordered  that  Mr.  Pal- 
mer draw  up  such  further  directions  relating  to  the  Fortifica- 
tions necessary  to  be  made  in  the  Highlands,  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  directed  and  resolved  on  by  this  Congress, 
and  report  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Whereas,  by  a  Letter  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo,  from 
James  Duane,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  this  Congress  is 
informed  that  an  order  had  passed  in  their  favour  for  fifty 
thousand  Dollars  ;  and  by  a  paragraph  of  a  Letter  from  Phi- 
lip Livingston,  Esq.,  another  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Co- 
lony, the  President  is  informed  that  the  said  money  is  ready 
to  be  paid  to  an  order  of  this  Congress  on  the  Delegates 
of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  to  send  some  pro- 
per persons  for  the  said  money  will  prevent  the  expense 
of  a  guard  to  conduct  it;  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Abraham  Brasher  and  Thomas: 
Palmer,  two  of  the  members  of  this  Congress,  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  to  receive  the  said  sum  of  fifty  thousand  Dol- 
lars from  the  Pennsylvania  Delegates,  and  to  bring  or  re- 
mit the  same  to  this  Congress ;  and 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  Entry,  Order,  and  Resolve, 
signed  by  the  President,  pro  tern.,  and  attested  by  the  Sec- 
retaries, be  a  draft  or  voucher  from  this  Congress  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Delegates  for  payment  thereof;  and  that  th.e 
receipt  of  the  said  Abraham  Brasher  and  Thomas  Palmer 
be  a  sufficient  discharge  from  this  Congress  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Delegates  for  the  same. 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  New. York,  December  18,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  the 
copy  of  a  letter  we  thought  proper  to  write  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  [on  the  i2th  inst.]  on  the  subject  of  a  late  inroad! 
made  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Connecticut  into  this 
Colony,  and  also  a  resolve  of  thanks  for  the  friendly  assist- 
ance given  by  ihem  on  another  occasion,  at  the  request  of 
the  Committee  of  Westchester.  By  the  first  of  these,  we 
conceive  we  have  done  what  was  necessary  to  support,  im 
a  friendly  manner,  that  honour  and  independency,  with  re- 
spect to  every  particular  Colbny,.  which  we  think  necessa- 
ry, not  only  for  our  internal  security,  but  also  for  maintaining 
our  proper  vi'eight,  as  a  Colony,  in  the  scale  of  Continental! 
Union.  By  the  other,  we  show  our  readiness  to  receive- 
any  assistance  from  our  neighbours,  when  properly  afford- 
ed on  requisition,  and  suitably  to  acknowledge  such  assist- 
ance. 

"  You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  to  prevent  those  jea- 
lousies which  the  introduction  of  parties  of  armed  men  from- 
any  neighbouring  Colony,  unless  properly  requested,  will 
naturally  beget,  we  give  his  Honour,,  the  Governour  of 
Connecticut ,  notice,  that  we  intend  to  apf)ly  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  a  regulation  on  that  head.  Such  a 
regulation  we  think  necessary  for  supporting  the  cause  of 
liberty,  and  to  prevent  its  enemies  from  improving  the  want 
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of  security  arisiirg  from  inroads  by  our  neighbours,  to  the 
jirejudice  of  tlie  common  interest. 

"We  tlierefore  request  your  endeavours  to  procure  such  a 
regulation,  by  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
are,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vants.        By  order. 

"  To  the  Netv-York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress." 
Ordered,  That  Major  Malcom  be  requested  to  autho- 
rize and  desire  Captain  fValdron  to  sell  the  Sheep  taken 
at  Brooklyn  Ferry  for  the  best  price  he  can,  and  to  retain 
the  expense  of  keeping  them  in  his  hands,  and  pay  the 
balance  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Major  Lockwood, 
Mr.  Tredwell,  and  Mr.  Scott,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  and 
amend  the  Militia  Law,  or  Regulations  for  tlie  Militia  of 
this  Colony,  made  and  published  by  this  Congress,  and  they 
report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Return  from  Letvis  Dubois  and  Michael  Wygant,  two 
of  the  Committee  of  Nexo- Marlborough  Precinct,  in  Ulster 
County, dated  the  6th  instant,  was  read.  They  certify,  that 
there  was  chosen  on  that  day,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the 
honourable  Congress,  the  following  Officers  for  the  South- 
east District  ofiVcu>-Mrtr/6orougA  :  Stephen  Cn^e, Captain; 
Mnfthew  fVygant,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Bond,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Alexander  Croj)sey,  Ensign.  And  Mr.  Pal- 
mer informed  the  Congress  that  Stephen  Case,  who  had 
been  First  Lieutenant,  was  elected  in  the  place  of  Caleb 
Merrit,  who  had  resigned ;  that  Matthetv  Wygant  and 
John  Bond  were  promoted  by  election ;  and  Alexander 
Cropscy,  elected  in  the  stead  of  the  Ensign,  promoted  ;  and 
the  Commission  of  Caleb  Merrit,  who  resigned,  was  return- 
ed to  the  Secretaries. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentle- 
men accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  authorized,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  purchase  such  a  quantity  of 
Cartouch  Paper  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  use  of 
this  Colony,  and  to  lodge  the  same  with  Peter  T.  Curte- 
nius,  the  Commissary,  to  be  distributed  to  the  Counties. 

Whereas,  Mr.  Isaac  Belknap,  of  Newburgh,  in  Ulster 
County,  on  the  2d  day  of  September  last  past,  was,  upon 
sufficient  information  of  his  merit,  nominated  in  Congress 
to  the  office  of  Quartermaster  of  the  Regiment  whereof 
Jonathan  Hasbroitck,  Esq.,  is  Colonel,  and  ordered  to  be 
put  into  commission  in  that  office,  but  by  some  mistake  the 
name  of  another  gentleman  was  inserted  in  the  said  Com- 
mission, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that 
the  said  Mr.  Isaac  Belknap  is  fully  qualified  to  fill  the  said 
office  ;  and,  to  testify  a  proper  sense  of  his  merit,  that  it  is 
the  sense  of  this  Congress  that  he  be  preferred  to  the  first 
suitable  vacancy  that  may  offer  in  the  Militia  or  Minute- 
Men  of  the  southern  part  of  that  County. 

Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  19,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  ^ro  tern. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Imlay,  Capt. 

Rutgers. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Humphreys. 
Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood. 
Suffolk.— Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Clowes,  Mr. 

Clarke. 
King's — Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  plan  a  voyage  or  voyages 
for  one  or  more  vessels,  delivered  in  a  Report,  which  was 
read,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  and  some  advices 
given  thereon,  it  was  returned  to  the  said  Committee  for 
their  further  consideration. 

The  Return  of  the  Committee  of  Cornwall  Precinct,  in 
Orange  County,  signed  by  Thomas  Outuaier,  Chairman 


of  the  County  Committee,  was  brought  into  Congress  by 
Jeremiah  Clarke,  Esq.,  and  read.  It  is  thereby  certified, 
that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  Tenants  of  the 
Precinct  of  Cornvall,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  held  at 
the  house  of  John  Brewster,  in  Blooming- Grove,  on 
Tuesday,  November  7,  1775,  agreeably  to  certain  Resolves 
of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
New-  York,  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving  the  Congress  then 
sitting,  and  also  for  electing  a  new  Congress,  to  serve  until 
the  10th  day  of  May  next  coming,  at  which  time  the  Free- 
holders and  Tenants  legally  qualified,  did  unanimously 
choose  the  bearer,  the  said  Jeremiah  Clarke,  for  one  of  the 
Deputies  to  represent  the  County  of  Orange  in  Provin- 
cial Congress,  agreeably  to  the  Resolves  aforesaid  ;  and  did 
also,  at  the  same  time,  unanimously  agree,  that  any  two  of 
the  Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  said  County  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  should  be  a  quorum  to  represent  the 
said  County  in  Congress. 

The  same  being  read  and  approved  of,  by  order  was 
filed  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Clarke  take  his  seat. 
Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  Clarke  be 
appointed,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  in  the  st(  ad  of  Jfilliam  Allison,  Esq., 
and  that  Mr.  Allison's  name  be  struck  out  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Clarke's  there  inserted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  purchase  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  in 
Low  Dutch,  and  that  Colonel  Brasher  purchase  five  hun- 
dred coi)ies  thereof,  printed  in  the  German  tongue,  to  be 
distributed  gratis  in  the  different  parts  of  this  Colony;  and 
if  there  are  not  any  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  in  the  German  language,  that  Colonel 
Brasher  purchase  five  hundred  copies  of  any  other  publi- 
cation in  the  German  tongue,  which  are  instructive  on  the 
present  controversy  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colo- 
nies, that  they  may  be  distributed  gratis. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  by 
this  Congress  be  authorized,  and  the  said  Committee  here- 
by is  authorized,  to  cause  such  a  collection  to  be  made  of 
the  sundry  acts  of  Parliament  complained  of  as  grievances 
to  the  Colonies,  with  remarks  thereon,  as  they  may  think 
useful,  to  inform  the  people  of  this  Colony;  and  to  have 
such  a  number  thereof  as  they  may  think  proper  published 
and  dispersed  through  the  Colony  gratis. 

Mr.  Clowes  obtained  leave  of  absence.  Orange  County 
being  fully  represented  without  his  attendance. 

Die  Martis,  3 ho.  P.  M.,  December  19,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President, ^ro  tern. 

For  New -York. — Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  Colonel  McDougall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Boek- 
man,  Mr.  Imlay. 

Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Bleeck- 
er, Mr.  Gansevoort. 

Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 

Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood. 

Suffolk.— Capliiln  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 

Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Dutchess. — Mr.  Schenck,  Mr.  Humphreys. 

Oraj}ge. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clarke. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  employ  two  or  more  ves- 
sels for  a  voyage  to  Europe,  reported  that  they  think  it 
necessary  to  load  two  vessels  with  wheat,  on  account  and 
risk  of  this  Congress,  for  some  port  or  ports  in  Europe,  on 
the  customary  freight ;  that  the  owners  run  the  risk  of  the 
vessels  out,  and  be  allowed  three  pence  sterling  per  bushel 
extraordinary  for  such  risk.  That  the  common  freights  of 
such  vessels  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

For  any  port  without  the  Straits,  as  far  as  Gibraltar, 
thirteen  pence  sterling  per  bushel ;  to  Malaga,  fourteen 
pence  ;  to  Allicanf,  fifteen  pence  ;  to  Barcelona,  sixteen 
pence  ;  to  Marseilles,  seventeen  pence. 

That  the  said  Committee  had  agreed  to  let  one  of  the 
two  vessels  return  with  the  return  cargo  to  St.  Eustatius, 
or  St.  Martins,  for  one  hundred  pounds  currency;  and  that 
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the  said  Committee  would  give  directions  that  the  said 
goods  brought  in  return,  as  soon  as  they  arrived  in  the 
West-Indies,  be  shipped  on  board  of  different  vessels,  to 
bring  tiiern  to  the  Continent,  wliich  the  Committee  con- 
ceive to  be  the  most  advantageous  method.  Tiiat  the 
Committee  have  proposed  to  direct  the  whole  property 
adventured  to  be  invested  in  Gunpowder;  and  if  Gun- 
powder is  not  to  be  purchased,  to  be  invested  in  Saltpetre  ; 
if  neither  Saltpetre  nor  Gunpowder  is  to  be  had,  then  to  be 
laid  out  in  good  Muskets.  And  if  none  of  the  before-men- 
tioned articles  are  to  be  got,  or  not  sufficient  to  expend  the 
value  of  the  cargoes  adventured,  then  the  property,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  remain  unexpended  in  those  articles, 
to  be  laid  out  in  goods  of  the  following  kinds,  viz: 

Russia  Drilling  ;  Raven's  Duck  ;  Osnaburgs ;  Coarse 
Linens,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  pence  sterling  per  yard; 
Sheetings,  from  ten  to  twelve  pence  sterling  per  yard  ; 
Coarse  Thread  Hose,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  shillings 
sterling  per  dozen ;  Coarse  Tandem  Silesias,  from  seven- 
teen to  twenty  shillings  per  piece  ;  Viitery,  fit  for  soldiers' 
shirting,  or  any  other  articles  they  may  think  will  be  want- 
ing. 

The  said  Report  being  read  a  second  time,  and  approved 
of,  the  Congress  unanimously  agreed  that  the  said  Report 
stand  confirmed,  and  that  the  Committee  carry  the  said 
Report  into  execution;  and 

Resolved,  That  John  Vanderbilt,  Comfort  Sands,  and 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  shall  be 
fully  indemnified  by  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being, 
against  any  bonds  which  they,  or  either  of  fliem,  will  be 
under  the  necessity  to  enter  into  at  the  Custom-House  in 
.New-  York,  for  the  said  vessels  and  cargoes  ;  and  that  in 
case  any  costs  or  damages  shall  accrue,  by  means  of  enter- 
ing into  such  bonds,  that  all  such  costs  and  damages  as  may 
arise,  happen,  or  accrue,  by  means  thereof,  shall  be  borne 
by  this  Colony  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  pay  to 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  Comfort  Sands,  and  John  Vander- 
bilt, the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  in  part  to  enable 
them  to  load  the  said  vessels. 

Mr.  Palmer,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  this  Con- 
gress of  yesterday,  delivered  a  further  Report  respecting 
the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands;  which  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

That  after  the  Committee  had  finished  their  Report  in 
writing,  which  has  been  delivered  in,  it  was  agreed  by  Col- 
onel Nicoll  and  Colonel  Drake,  that  Mr.  Palmer  should 
deliver  in  their  said  Report ;  and  that  after  the  same  should 
be  read,  Mr.  Palmer  should  further  report  to  this  Congress, 
as  their  unanimous  opinion  with  him,  that  the  Fortifications 
erected,  and  those  pointed  out  by  them  to  be  erected  on 
Martelaer's  Point,  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  security  of 
the  post,  because  of  two  large  eminences  overlooking  the 
works,  situate,  the  one  within  less,  and  the  other  not  more 
than,  half  a  mile  from  the  works,  and  so  situated  that  an 
enemy  might  improve  them  much  to  our  damage.  That 
they  were,  therefore,  jointly  of  opinion  that  a  Redoubt  ought 
to  be  erected  at  each  of  those  places  for  the  security  of  the 
garrison.  And  that  the  Committee  were  further  agreed  in 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  indispensable  duty  of  Mr.  Romans 
accurately  to  have  observed  those  matters  in  his  first  re- 
port to  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  which 
the  Committee  told  him  when  there  on  the  places,  to 
which  Mr.  Romans  answered,  he  had  pointed  out  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  one,  and  the  other  he  had  but  lately  thought 
of. 

The  said  Report  being  read,  this  Congress  agrees  there- 
to, as  to  the  Redoubts  necessary  to  be  erected  on  the  said 
two  eminences. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report,  with  a  certified 
copy  of  the  Report  of  the  same  Committee  made  yester- 
day, be  transmitted  to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  their  perusal,  and  that  their  directions  may  be 
obtained  thereon  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher  and  Mr.  Palmer  carry 
those  copies  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

And,  as  Captain  John  Grenell  has  for  some  time  past 
been  on  duty,  and  commanding  on  the  said  Fortifications, 
and  may  for  the  present  be  spared,  an  older  officer  being 


now  there,  and  it  is  conceived  he  may  also  be  able  to  give 
useful  information  relating  to  the  places  necessary  to  be  for- 
tified, in  order  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  river, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Grenell  do  attend  the  other 
two  gentlemen  to  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
Brigadier- General  of  the  Militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange 
Counties,  formed  into  one  Brigade,  and  that  a  Commis- 
sion be  issued  to  him  accordingly. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  mora- 


Die  Mercurii,  10  lio.  A.  M.,  December  20,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 
For  New-  York. — Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

Imlay. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Orange. —  Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clarke. 
Suffolk. — Captain  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,   Mr.   Lockvvood,  William 

Paulding. 
Tryon. — Mr.  J.  Moore. 
Cumberland. — Doctor  Spooner. 

Doctor  Paul  Spooner,  from  Cumberland  County,  ap- 
peared in  Congress,  and  produced  the  following  creden- 
tials, to  wit :  First,  a  Certificate  from  the  Committee  of 
that  County,  dated  at  Westminster,  on  the  1st  day  of 
December  last,  and  signed  by  John  Barrett,  the  Clerk,* 
whereby  it  is  certified  that  the  Committee  of  the  said 
County  had  proceeded  in  the  election  of  Deputies,  pur- 
suant to  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress,  for  the  Colony  of 
New-York,  of  the  18th  October  last;  and  it  is  thereby 
further  certified,  that  Major  William  Williams  and  Doctor 
Paul  Spooner,  are  chosen  by  the  County  to  represent  the 
people  thereof,  in  this  Provincial  Congress,  at  the  City  of 
Neio-York.  The  said  Committee  thereby  also  recommend 
a  Brigadier-General,  and  their  other  Field  and  Staff  Offi- 
cers, for  the  Militia  of  the  said  County. 

Mr.  Spooner  also  produced  another  Certificate  of  the 
County  Committee,  bearing  date  on  the  30th  of  November 
last,  and  signed  by  John  Barrett,  their  Clerk,  whereby  it 
is  certified  that  the  Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  Coun- 
ty of  Cumberland,  at  this  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  City 
o(  New- York,  are  thereby  qualified,  and  have  full  power 
to  act  in  the  said  Congress  singly,  in  as  ample  and  full  a 
manner,  when  but  one  is  present,  as  both,  when  both  are 
present  at  the  said  Congress. 

The  said  Certificates  being  read,  and  approved,  were 
ordered  to  be  filed  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Spooner  take  his  seat. 

*  May  it  please  your  Honour  :  We,  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this 
Coiintj,  have  proceeded  in  the  clectioa  of  Deputies,  pursuant  to  the 
resolves  of  the  honourable  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  of 
October  18,  1775  :  And  this  certifios,  that  Major  William  Willinms  and 
Doctor  Paul  Spooner,  are  chosen  by  this  County,  to  represent  the  peo- 
ple thereof,  in  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  at  the  city  of  iVeio. 
York.  Also,  we,  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  County,  have  presumed 
to  nominate  Colonel  James  Rogers  to  be  the  Brigadier  for  Cumberland, 
Gloucester,  and  Charlotte  Brigade. 

Moreover,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  honourable  Provincial 
Congress  of  JVeto-Ybri,  (as  are  transmitted  to  us,)  per  our  Delegate, 
Major  Williams,  we  have  recommended  that  the  following  gentlemen, 
belonging  to  this  County,  bo  speedily  commissioned  by  said  Congress, 
viz :  Lower  Regiment  in  the  County :  Major  William  Williams,  first 
Colonel ;  Major  Jonathan  Hunt,  second  Colonel ;  Lieutenant  John 
Norton,  first  Major;  Oliver  Lovell,  second  Major  ;  Arad  Hunt,  Adju- 
tant ;  and  Samuel  Fletcher,  Quartermaster. 

Upper  Regiment :  Captain  Joseph  Marsh,  first  Colonel ;  Capt.  John 
Barrett,  second  Colonel ;  Lieutenant  Hilkiah  Grout,  first  Major;  Cap- 
tain Joel  Matthews,  second  Major;  Timothy  Spencer,  Adjutant;  Amos 
Robinson,  Quartermaster. 

Regiment  of  Minute.Mcn  :  Captain  Job  Hoisington,  first  Colonel ; 
Seth  Smith,  second  Colonel ;  Joseph  Tyler,  first  Major ;  Joel  Marsh, 
second  Major;  Timothy  Phelps,  Adjatani;  Elisha  Hawley,  Quarter- 
master. 

The  honourable  Provincial  Congress  complying  with  our  request, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  will  much  oblige  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant.     Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 

John  Barrett,  Clerk. 
To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  the 

City  of  New-York. 

CuiiBERLAND  County,  Westminster,  December  1,  1775. 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  fVilliam  Bedlow,  dated  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution, on  the  14th  December  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  pay  of  the  Commissioners,  was  read,  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Fort  Constitution,  December  14,  1775. 

"Sir:  About  the  latter  end  of  Oc<o6cr,  Mr.  Richard 
Yates,  delivered  into  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress, 
a  letter  requesting  they  would  be  so  kind  as  to  Cx  what 
they  should  judge,  I  with  my  brother  Commissioners  on 
service  here  should  merit  per  day  ;  as  that  was  at  the  very 
latter  end  of  the  last  session,  1  suppose  through  the  hurry 
of  business  was  not  thought  on. 

"  Permit  me  now  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  make 
this  application  known  to  this  honourable  Provincial  Con- 
gress, in  hopes  they  will  let  the  Commissioners  here  know 
what  they  are  to  have.  This  will  lay  us  under  grateful  ob- 
ligations to  you  and  them  ;  in  particular  him,  who  is  with 
re°spect,  sir,  your  humble  servant,     -yv,,^uAM  Bedlow. 

"  To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq." 

The  Congress  toqk  into  consideration  the  subject-matter 
of  the  said  Letter,  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  Com- 
missioners employed  in  erecting  the  said  Fortifications  on 
the  banks  of  Hudsoti's  river,  in  the  Highlands,  ten  shil- 
lings per  day,  for  every  day  that  he  lias  been  or  shall  be 
employed  in  that  service. 

And  to  prevent  any  expense  that  may  by  any  means  be 
avoided : 

Agreed,  That  only  three  Commissioners  for  the  present 
be  continued  in  tliat  service,  to  wit:  Mr.  John  Berrien,  in 
New-  York,  and  two  at  the  Fortifications. 

And  as  Messrs.  William  Bedlow  and  Thomas  Grcnell 
were  first  employed  in  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  continued;  and  if  .Mr.  Gre- 
nell's  state  of  health  should  become  such  as  to  prevent  his 
attendance  on  that  service,  that,  in  his  absence,  his  place  be 
supplied  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Lawrence. 

Mr.  John  Broome,  Chairman,  pro  (em.,  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  New-York,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted.  He  delivered  in  the  several  Papers  hereafter 
mentioned,  which  were  read,  and  Mr.  Broome  withdrew. 

The  first  matter  delivered  in  by  the  said  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  is  an  application  for  the  loan  of  Money, 
which  being  read  and  filed,  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"  New- York  Committee  Chamber,  December  19,  1775. 

"  The  Chairman  having  informed  the  Committee  that 
there  were  several  demands  upon  this  Board,  which  have 
been  due  some  considerable  time,  requested  they  would 
take  them  under  consideration,  and  concert  some  means 
for  discharging  them : 

"Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  be  authorized  to  apply 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  for  the  loan  of  one  thousand 
Pounds,  (subject  to  no  interest,)  and  to  give  a  receipt  for 
the  same,  and  to  engage  that  tlie  same  shall  be  repaid  out 
of  the  first  moneys  that  shall  be  raised  by  way  of  a  tax  in 
this  City  and  County,  for  defraying  the  necessary  charges 
incurred  for  the  publick  service  in  defending  our  rights  and 
privileges.  John  Broomb,  Chairman,  pro  tern." 

The  Congress  took  the  said  application  of  the  City  Com- 
mittee in  consideration,  and  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  the  small  supply  of  Money  expected  speedily  to  be 
received  in  the  Treasury  of  tliis  Congress,  and  their  pre- 
sent heavy  debts,  will  not  admit  of  making  a  loan  of  one 
thousand  Pounds;  but  that  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  the 
Committee,  an  Order  be  made  on  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Congress,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  payable  to 
the  Chairman. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  send  to  Mr.  John 
Broome,  as  Chairman,  pro  tern,  of  the  Committee  of  the 
City  of  New- York,  or  to  the  Chairman  for  the  time  then 
bein",  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  and  take  such  re- 
ceipt and  engagement  for  the  same  as  proposed  by  the  said 
Committee  in  their  application  to  this  Congress  for  a  loan. 

Mr.  Broome  also  delivered  in  a  list  and  arrangement  of 
the  Officers  of  Colonel  Heyer's  Regiment,  which  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  filed;  and. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  accordingly. 


Mr.  Broome  also  delivered  in  a  list  of  Ofiicers  of  three 
beats  of  the  Militia  of  the  Cily  of  New-York. 

Ordered,  That  Connnissions  be  issued  accordingly. 

The  case  of  John  Blackler,  referred  to  this  Congress 
from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  and  a  Let- 
ter from  the  said  John  Blackler  to  Governour  Tryon,  which 
were  this  morning  delivered  by  Mr.  Broome,  as  Chairman, 
pro  tempore,  were  read.* 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Richmond  County, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Richmond  County,  December  15,  1775. 

"  Mr.  President,  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, we  hereby  acknowledge  came  safe  to  our  hand,  and 
with  the  majority  of  the  Committee  considered  the  con- 
tents. We  agreeably  to  your  request,  have  caused  by  adver- 
tisement the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  our  County  to 
be  convened  on  this  day,  in  order  that  their  sense  might  be 
taken,  whether  they  would  choose  Deputies  to  represeirt 
them  in  Provincial  Congress  or  not ;  accordingly,  a  number 
of  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants  did  appear;  a  regu- 
lar poll  was  opened,  and  continued  till  six  o'clock,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  it  appeared  that  a  majority  was  for  the 
present  for  sending  no  Deputies. 

"  Our  former  conduct  in  sending  of  Deputies,  to  repre- 
sent us  in  Provincial  Congress,  was  elevated  with  encour- 
aging hopes  of  having,  ere  this,  obtained  the  so  much  de- 
sired point  in  our  view,  namely,  a  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain,  But  with  anxiety,  we  express  it,  that  the  hopes 
of  obtaining  so  desirable  an  event  is  now  almost  vanished 
out  of  our  sight,  and  instead  of  which,  we  behold  with 
horrour  every  appearance  of  destruction  that  a  war  with 
Great  Britain  will  bring  upon  us.  Under  these  appre- 
hensions, and  in  our  particular  situation,  we  hope  you  will 
view  us,  and  when  candidly  considered,  we  trust  will  fur- 
nish you  with  sufficient  reasons  for  the  present  to  forbear 
with  us. 

"  We  wish  and  pray  thai  if  yet  any  hopes  of  reconci- 
liation is  left,  that  measures  might  be  adopted,  if  possible, 
to  obtain  that  desirable  end,  in  wishing  of  which  we  con- 
clude ourselves,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

"John  Tysen, 
"  Christian  Jacobson, 
"  Daniel  Corsen, 
"  Peter  Mersereau, 
"Joseph  Christopher, 
"  Lambert  Merrell, 
"  John  Poillon. 
"  To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con 
gress,  New-York." 
"  P.  S.  Should  the  Congress  think  it  necessary  for  further 
information  of  the  state  of  our  County,  they  will  please  to 
order  two  of  our  Committee  to  appear  before  them  for  that 
purpose." 

»  CoMMnTEE  Chamber,  New.York,  December  19,  1775. 
John  Blackler  having  been  confined  for  some  lime  at  the  upper  bar. 
racks,  was,  this  evening,  examined  before  this  Board.  It  appeared  by 
his  confession  that  he  had  been  several  weeks  on  board  the  A»ia, 
man-of-war;  that  his  intention  was  to  procure  a  passage  to  Boston, 
and  from  there  to  England,  and  for  that  purpose  ri'quested  the  assist, 
ancc  of  Governour  Tryon ;  that  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  in  the 
Ministerial  army,  unless  he  could  get  the  office  he  formerly  had,  (a 
Lieutenant,)  wliich  was  a  thousand  to  one  against  him  ;  that  upon 
the  whole,  bis  intention  was  to  go  to  England,  by  the  way  of  Boston, 
as  he  could  not  readily  get  one  from  this  place ;  that  he  did  not  desire 
a  commif'sion  in  the  army,  (meaning  the  Ministerial  army ;)  that  he 
took  refuge  on  board  the  Asia  to  avoid  being  taken  and  confined  for 
debt. 

The  Committee  taking  into  consideration  Mr.  Blackler's  case,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  law  passed  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress  for  thia 
Colony  does  not  authorize  this  Board  to  determine  thereon.  The  ques. 
tion  being  then  put,  whether  Blackler  be  remanded  to  the  guard-house, 
and  a  state  of  his  case  bo  represented  to  the  Provincial  Congress  ?  Car- 
ried unanimously  in  the  affirmative.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Broome,  Chairman,  pro  tern. 

May  it  ri.EASE  your  Excki.lf.ncv  :  Accept  of  my  most  grateful  ac. 
knowledgmcnts  for  those  favours  conferred  on  mo,  and  rest  assured  I 
shall  endeavour  to  make  it  my  study  to  convince  your  Excellency, 
your  kmd  recommendation  was  bestowed,  though  on  an  unfortunate, 
yet  a  deserving  object.  Since  I  have  been  on  shore,  I  have,  through 
the  interest  of  my  friends,  been  furnished  with  necessaries  for  my  pa». 
sago  to  Boston,  with  some  letters  of  recommendation  to  gentlemen  there. 
1  now,  as  the  last  request,  whie!i  1  am  almost  afraid  to  make,  beg  your 
Excellency  would  assist  me  with  some  small  pittance,  only  to  serve  me 
a  few  days  after  my  arrival.  Indeed,  sir,  I  would  not  solicit  it,  but  dire 
necessity  obliges  me.  May  every  happiness  attend  your  Excellency, 
is  the  most  ardent  wish  of  your  Excellency's  very  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Jo"»  Bj.*c«le«. 

To  His  Excellency  Governour  TVyoa, 
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After  sundry  proposals  mentioned,  relating  to  the  people 
of  Richmond  County,  the  furtlier  consideration  iliereof  is 
deferred  until  the  state  of  Q^tieen's  County  is  taken  into 
consideration. 

Captain  Skidmore,  of  Queen's  County,  attending  at  the 
door  for  an  Order  for  the  Arms  of  sucii  men  in  his  Com- 
pany as  have  not  been  sent  into  the  Continental  service, 

Ordered,  That  Feter  T.  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain 
Skidmore  such  Arms  of  the  people  of  Queen's  County  as 
remain  in  his  custody,  and  were  received  from  the  men  be- 
longing to  Captain  Skidmore' s  Company,  to  wit:  From 
William  Mills,  Dirck  Amermnn,  John  Stansou,  alias  John 
Stiene;  and  that  Mr.  Curlenius  pay  to  Jonah  Roades,  Cor- 
nelius Loosie,  Mary  Mills,  Feter  Fredericks,  and  Fred- 
erick Amcrman,  respectively,  the  appraised  value  of  the 
Arms  received  of  them  respectively,  and  sent  into  the  pub- 
lick  service. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony 
at  the  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  Ncw.York,  Deceml)er  20,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  A  dispute  having  unhappily  taken  place 
between  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the 
work  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands  and  the  Engi- 
neer, which  we  apprehended  might  retard  the  works  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  we  thought  proper  to  depute  a  Committee 
of  three  of  our  body  to  repair  to  the  said  Fortifications, 
and  endeavour  to  accommodate  the  said  difference ;  and  in 
case  they  should  not  be  able  to  effect  that,  to  give  such 
directions  for  expediting  the  necessary  work  as  they  should 
judge  best  for  the  publick  service.  In  consequence  whereof, 
Messrs.  Falmer,  Nicoll,  and  Drake,  who  were  appointed 
the  Committee,  went  to  the  place,  and  have  reported  their 
proceedings  and  sentiments  in  the  premises,  a  copy  of 
which  we  now  enclose  you  for  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. We  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you  that  the  report  of 
the  Comcniitee  respecting  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
Fortification  on  the  eminence  at  Fooploop's  Kill,  demands 
your  most  serious  attention. 

The  bearers  hereof,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Palmer,  and 
Captain  Grenell,  are  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  lay  a 
state  of  the  above  matter  before  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  and  if  it  should  be  approved  of,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 

We  have  drawn  on  the  Fennsylvania  Delegates  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  (you  have  procured  an  order  for,)  in 
favour  of  Colonel  Brasher  and  Mr.  Falmer. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  pro  tempore,  and  transmitted. 

Doctor  Spooner  delivered  in  sundry  Letters  and  Papers, 
which  were  read  and  filed,  and  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  James  Rogers,  of  Cumberland 
County,  of  the  14th  September  last,  whereby,  for  political 
reasons,  he  declines  the  office  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
Militia. 

A  Paper,  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
Putney,  in  Cumberland  County,  dated  the  6th  of  December 
instant,*  stating  objections  against  the  gentlemen  named 

•  Pptney,  X>«cemier  6,  1775.— Sir:  We, the  inhabitants  of  Pu<ney, 
beg  leave  to  signify  to  you,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  late  County 
Convention,  first  the  Congress,  secondly  as  a  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  County,  sir,  we  humbly  conceive,  have  discovered  such  a  spirit 
of  ignorance  or  tyranny,  that  we  are  apprehensive  that  our  liberties, 
\vhich  we  are  contending  for,  are  in  danger,  and  like  to  be  wrung  out  of 
our  hands  by  nine  or  ten  arbitrary  men,  who  seem  to  be  engaged  in 
counteracting  these  our  Resolves,  in  irritating  the  minds  of  the  people 
with  their  inconsistent  and  impolitick  proceedings,  discovering  that 
they  are  set  upon  making  such  a  choice  as  will  be  disagreeable  to  the 
body  of  the  people  ;  and  in  particular  in  the  last  choice,  in  choosing 
men  that  could  by  no  means  be  recommended  by  the  body  of  the  peo. 
pie;  and,  particularly,  some  whom  large  objections  wore  made  against; 
and  good  evidence  could  be  procured  against  them,  that  they  ever  have 
discovered  an  inimical  spirit  to  the  liberties  of  America — now,  all  this 
doth  sufficiently  prove,  that  our  liberties  are,  or  near,  at  an  end,  unless 
we  exert  ourselves  for  our  defence.  We,  therefore,  pray  that  the  sense 
of  the  people  may  be  had  before  the  choice  of  Field-Officers  go  to  iVeio- 
York;  for  why  should  we  be  deprived  of  our  rights,  and  have  men  im- 
posed upon  us  that  we  have  reason  to  fear  are  not  friends,  and  to  have 
in  the  County  concerned,  a  multiplicity  of  inconsistent  Resolves,  which 
they  themselves  have  made  void;  and  have  never  had  the  goodness  to 
consult  their  constituents,  for  the  peace  of  the  County.  Now,  sir,  this 
we  esteem  as  an  infringement  on  our  rights,  and  are  determined  never 
to  submit  to  tyranny,  for  which  our  country  now  bleeds.  We  pray, 
therefore,  tliat  you  would  not  make  return  of  this  choice,  if  you  have 
regard  for  the  peace  of  the  County.  We  must  let  you  know,  that  if 
this  plan  stands  good,  we  will  join  with  our  brethren,  and  send  our  Pro- 
test  to  New-York. 


and  recommended  by  the  County  Committee  for  Field- 
Oliicers  of  the  Militia  of  that  County. 

A  Paper,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  fVtst- 
minster,  dated  7lh  of  December  instant,f  setting  forth  simi- 
lar objections  lo  the  same  gentlemen  as  Field-Officers  of 
the  Militia  of  that  County. 

A  Paper  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  F«/Aam,  dated  the 
13th  December  inslant,J  setting  forth  similar  objections  to 
the  same  gentlemen,  as  Field-Officers  of  the  Militia  of  that 
County. 

A  Paper,  subscribed,  containing  the  Association  of  all 
the  males  in  Townshend,  in  Cumberland  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  consist  of  thir- 
teen members ;  and  that  Doctor  Paul  Spooner  be  added, 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  John  Abeel  had  de- 
clared, that  William  Bayard  had  informed  him  and  others 
that  the  Deputies  who  compose  this  Congress  had  agreed 
to  pay  themselves  four  dollars  per  day  each,  while  they 
attend  the  Congress ; 

Ordered,  That  John  Abeel  attend  this  Congress  at  four 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Mercurii,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  20,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President, pro  tern. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Captain  Rutgers, 

Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Imlay. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine,  Mr.  Palmer. 
Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Clarke. 
Suffolk. — Captain  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Westchester. — Doctor    Graham,    Major    Lockwood,    Mr. 

Paulding. 
Cumberland . —  Doctor  Spooner. 
Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

We  trust  you  will  exert  yourself  to  heal  this  breach  ;  and,  putting 
confidence  in  your  goodness,  we,  with  esteem,  subscribe  ourselves  your 
humble  servants, 

John  French.  James  Hail,  Jonas  More, 

Cyrus  Helighton,  Grandol  Kennoled,       Benjamin  Huckens, 

James  B.  Winandt,       Simon  Smecd,  Daniel  Gates, 

Elisha  Eyers,  Jonathan  Lockling,      Philip  Alexander, 

Amos  Hail,  Mical  Law,  Giddon  Bagger, 

John  McWain,  Elpha  Hubard,  Daniel  Jewet, 

Jonathan  Houghton,    Abijah  More,  Abijah  Whitney, 

Rufus  More,  John  Perry,  Solomon  Perry, 

Ebenszer  Perce,  Joseph  Guthcr,  Moses  Perry, 

Aaron  Eilee,  Caleb  Greene,  Cyrus  Witcomb. 

Cyrus  Witcomb,  Jr., 
To  Colonel  Williams,  of  Dryer,  and   Mr.  Paul  Spooner,  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  the  City  of  New- 
York. 

t  Westminster,  Der.emler  7, 1775. — Sir  :  We,  the  subscribers,  inha- 
bitants of  Weatminster,  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  late  choice 
of  Ficld-Officers  is  esteemed  very  unhappy  by  us,  as  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  chosen  was  an  infringement  on  the  rights  of  the  pco. 
pie,  as  there  was  not  but  a  part  of  the  Committee  there,  and  those  that 
were  there  had  no  instructions  from  the  body.  To  proceed  as  they  did, 
and  for  this  town  in  particular,  in  choosing  John  Norton,  who  could 
not  have  had  a  majority  of  votes  in  this  town,  or  in  any  town  where  he 
IS  known,  as  his  language  hath  always  discovered  a  spirit  of  disappro- 
bation of  the  proceedings  of  the  Colonies,  as  could  have  been  proved,  if 
the  Committee  had  not  deprived  the  complainants  of  the  right  of  an 
Englishman,  to  have  time  to  collect  evidence.     This,  with  the  election 

of  others,  who  we  have  reason  to  fear *  determined, 

get  into  office  without  the  vote  of  the  people,  depriving  us  of  the  privi- 
leges that  we  are  now  contending  for.  We,  therefore,  pray  that  this 
choice  may  not  be  sent  to  York,  for  why  should  wo  have  men  imposed 
on  us  by  nine  or  ten  arbitrary  men  ?  Sir,  we  deal  plainly,  tliat  we  can. 
not  submit  to  be  governed  by  such  men  as  we  have  reason  to  fear  would 
betray  us  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  And  if  the  County  cannot 
have  their  rights,  we  must  join  with  our  neighbours  in  sending  a  pro- 
test against  all  the  illegal  proceedings,  to  York.  We  hope  you  will 
consider  of  the  sad  nature  of  division,  and  exert  yourself  to  heal  the 
breach  in  the  County. 

We  shall  depend  on  your  goodness,  and  with  esteem,  subscribe  our- 
selves, your  humble  servants. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  names,  mostly  illegible.] 

Sir,  we  are  sorry  to  trouble  you  in  this  manner.     Necessity  calls  for 
it,  as  tyranny  appears  so  evident  in  the  late  County  Convention,  that 
nnless  a  stop  is  put  to  it,  the  County  is  ruined. 
To  Colonel  Williams  and  Mr.  Paul  Spooner,  to  bo  communicated  to 

the  Provincial  Congress,  at  the  City  oi  New-York. 

X  Fui-HAM,  December  13,  1775. — Honoured  Sir  :  We,  the  inhabitants 
o{  Fulham,  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  late  choice  of  Field-Officers 
we  esteem  such  an  infringement  on  the  'rights  of  the  people,  and  not 
C*  Illegible  in  originiU  manuscript] 
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Tlie  Congress  took  into  consideration  tl>e  case  of  John 
BlacJchr,  and  thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  lie  he  kept  in  confinement  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  tlie  necessity 
and  advantage  of  a  small  Armed  Vessel,  to  be  maintained  in 
the  East  River  or  Sound,  to  prevent  persons  inimical  to 
the  liberties  of  the  American  Colonies  supplying  the  Mi- 
nisterial Army  and  Navy  with  Provisions : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  and  Captain  Rut- 
gers be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  pur- 
chase a  proper  Vessel  for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  her 
properly  armed  and  fated  out ;  and  ordered  tliat  tiiose  gen- 
tlemen do  not  expend  on  the  purchase  and  outfit  of  such 
Vessel  more  than  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  amendments  to 
the  Resolves  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read  ;  and  according  to 
order,  being  read  a  second  time,  and  many  amendments 
made  thereto,  was  agreed  to,  and  resolved  on,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Appendix  to  the  Rules  and  Orders  for  regulating  the 
Militia  of  the  Colony  of  New- York. 

1st.  As  the  desire  of  promotion  in  the  publick  service  is 
extremely  laudable,  and  therefore  should  be  so  far  encour- 
aged, as  may  be  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the  publick, 
and  at  the  same  time  may  not  be  construed  into  a  design 
of  countenancing  promotions,  of  course  it  is  earnestly  re- 
commended to  every  Company  to  have  a  regard  in  elec- 
tions, to  promote  to  offices  according  to  rank,  so  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  true  merit  and  ability  to  serve  the  pub- 
lick. 

2d.  That  wherever  a  sufficient  number  of  Minute-Men 
do  not  voluntarily  turn  out  of  any  Regiment  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Colony,  to  complete  the  proportion  in  the  aforesaid 
Rules  and  Orders  required,  the  deficiency  be  made  up  by 
lot  from  those  companies  in  which  such  deficiency  shall 
happen. 

3d.  That  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Dutchess  and 
Westchester  be  two  separate  Brigades. 

4th.  That  when  any  person  shall  think  himself  aggrieved 

bjiiigllie  vote  of  tho  body  of  the  people,  nor  yot  tlie  vote  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  body,  and  sevoral  of  tlie  men  bring  much  suspected  of  being 
unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and,  in  particular,  John  Norton, 
vfho  is  universally  known  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  plan  of  liberty, 
sir,  wo  think  the  precedent  to  be  bad  in  having  men  chosen  by  indi. 
viduals;  and  much  more  to  have  men  to  lead  us  to  the  place  of  action 
whose  goodness  is  suspected.  We,  therefore,  in  duty  to  our  country, 
ourselves,  and  posterity,  do  humbly  pray  that  those  men  in  nomination 
may  not  be  in  nomination,  and  ra:>y  not  be  recommended  for  commis. 
sions  till  the  sense  of  the  body  of  the  County  be  known.  For  why 
should  nine  or  ten  men  presume  to  personate  the  body,  without  any  in- 
structions from  the  body  of  the  people  of  this  County.  Sir,  we  pray 
that  you  would  not  carry  the  choice,  which  we  esteem  so  illegal,  to  ffew 
York,  as  we  have  a  value  for  your  honour.  Sir,  we  must  bo  plain  in  our 
relation  to  you,  and  tell  you,  that  unless  tho  inconsistent  and  impolitick 
proceedings  of  the  last  County  Convention  can  be  looked  into,  and  re- 
dress had  for  the  many  infringements  which  we  have  received  from 
them,  we  must  send  our  protest,  by  way  of  remonstrance,  to  New-York, 
to  the  Provincial  Congress.  Sir,  wo  are  unwilling  to  enter  on  this,  but 
for  our  future  safety  must  do  it ;  and  hope  that  you,  by  your  timely  in- 
terposition, will  prevent  so  unhappy  a  task.  Sir,  we  look  upon  tho 
whole  nomination  as  illegal,  and  we  must  enter  our  protest  against  the 
whole ;  for  there  was  but  nine  out  of  twenty-one,  and  seven  out  of  that 
body  were  in  nomination. 

Sir,  trusting  in  your  goodness,  wo  hope  you  will  give  a  true  repre- 
sentation to  our  brethren,  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  New. 
York. 

Sir,  we  remain  your  most  sincere  and  true  friends,  the  true  Sons  of 
Liberty, 

Jonathan  Knight,  Ebenezcr  Haven,  Thomis  Clark, 

Hosja  Miller,  Burzillo  Rice,  John  Hooker, 

Enoch  Cook,  Samuel  Dutton,  Benjamin  Jones,  Jr., 

Elias  Wilder,  Samuel  Wilder,  Ezra  Robinson, 

Benjamin  Jones,  Cornelius  Jones,  Aaron  Jones, 

Samuel  Smith,  Richard  KuUy,  Andrew  Graham, 

Samuel  Knight,  Jr.,       Lemuel  S|>uilding,        Jolui  Wilder, 
Nathaniel  t'renit,         Josliua  Walton,  Joseph  Holdreth,  Jr., 

Aaron  Brooks,  Jr.,         Bjnjaniiu  Putnam,       D.micl  Gates, 
Rufus  Sergeants,  James  Hanlcy,  Joseph  Temple, 

Parmelas  Temple,         Samuel  Temple,  1) miel  Temple, 

Joseph  Temple,  Jr.,        Abel  Houghton,  William  Boydcn, 

Elijah  Town,  Elij^Ui  Town,  Jr.,  Thomas  Ilolton, 

Aaron  Holton,  Jolin  Buticr,  Shepard  Gates, 

Ashbel  Johnson,  James  Nichols,  John  Scott, 

Joseph  CoT.-y,  Danid  Kathan,  John  Millar, 

Isaiah  Millar,  Israel  Hooker,  Ebenezer  Brooks, 

Samuel  Layton,  Aaron  Brooks,  Daniel  Sergeants. 

Joseph  Hildrcth,  Daniel  Sargeants,  Jr., 

To  Mr.  Paul  Spoonrr,  to  bo  communicaleil  to  the   honourable  Provin- 
cial Congress,  sitting  at  tlio  City  o[ New-York. 


with  respect  to  his  being  fined  in  consequence  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Regulations,  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town, 
Manor,  Precinct,  or  District,  where  the  cause  of  complaint 
ariseth,  upon  complaint  made  to  them,  shall  have  power  to 
hear  and  determine  the  matter;  and  if  said  complaint  shall 
appear  to  be  groundless  and  vexatious,  the  complainant 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  equal  to  the  fine  in  dispute,  to  be  levied 
upon  his  goods  and  chattels  by  warrant  from  the  Chairman, 
directed  to  a  Sergeant  of  the  company;  the  said  forfeiture 
to  be  applied  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fines  in  the  before- 
said  Regulations  are  applied  ;  and  that  no  man  shall  be  fined 
for  want  of  powder  and  ball  who  shall  produce  a  receipt 
from  his  Captain  of  his  having  deposited  in  his  hands  six 
shillings  and  nine  pence  for  the  purchase  of  those  articles. 
5th.  That  beside  the  stated  meetings  of  the  companies 
of  the  Militia,  it  be  recommended  to  the  commissioned  and 
non-commissioned  officers  to  use  all  possible  diligence  to 
perfect  their  companies  in  the  military  art,  by  inviting  them 
together  in  small  parties  as  often  as  tliey  conveniently  can 
meet. 

6th.  That  although  persons  above  fifty  years  of  age  are 
not  required  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Miliiia,  yet  it  is  most 
earnestly  recommended  to  them  that  they  be  respectively 
provided  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  as 
though  they  were  required  to  be  enrolled. 

7th.  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  every  man 
in  the  Militia  to  provide  himself  with  a  bayonet,  properly 
fitted  to  his  musket  or  fire-lock. 

8th.  That  no  new  troops  of  Horse  be  formed,  unless  an 
augmentation  be  recommended  by  Congress  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

9th.  That  all  persons  incurring  the  penalties  for  non- 
attendance  and  disobedience  of  orders,  specified  in  the 
twelfth  clause,  shall  for  every  default  incur  the  forfeitures 
therein  annexed  to  the  first  default,  notwithstanding  their 
being  held  up  as  enemies  of  their  country. 

10th.  That  the  Minute-Men  meet  in  their  respective 
companies  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  every  month, 
and  pass  through  the  necessary  military  exercise,  under 
their  proper  officers ;  and  that  for  the  second  meeting  in 
every  month,  the  officers  and  privates  be  respectively 
allowed  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops,  agreeably  to 
the  new  establishment ;  provided  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  each  Minute  con)pany,  who  shall  be  present  at  the 
muster  and  exercise  of  each  respective  Minute  company, 
do  deliver  to  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  Precinct, 
or  District,  in  which  they  shall  so  meet  to  exercise,  a  mus- 
ter-roll of  the  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  of  their  respective  companies,  who  did  actually 
appear  and  exercise  until  they  were  dismissed  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  sworn  to  by  the  officer  who  was  present 
and  commanded  for  the  day ;  and  that  beside  these  regu- 
lations, it  be  recommended  to  them  to  meet  in  such  sub- 
divisions of  each  company,  under  a  proper  officer,  as  will 
be  most  convenient  for  their  frequent  meeting. 

11th.  That  if  any  officer  should  omit  to  meet  and  exer- 
cise his  men  upon  the  days  appointed,  or  shall,  through 
favour  or  afliection,  neglect  to  levy  any  fines  in  the  said 
Rules  and  Orders  for  regulating  the  Militia  required  to  be 
levied,  he  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  neglect  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings,  to  be  levied  and  applied  as  is  directed  in 
the  twelfth  clause  of  the  before  referred-to  Regulations. 

12th.  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  tiie  Minute  compa- 
nies, that  are  already  chosen,  do  continue  iheir  offices  till 
the  further  orders  of  this  or  some  future  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Levi  Pawling,  o(  Marbletown, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  Marbletown,  December  14,  1775. 

"Gentlemen:  Yours  of  the  17th  October  I  have  re- 
ceived. In  answer  to  which  I  have  given  orders  to  the 
regiment  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  that  whenever 
the  alarm  shall  be  given,  they  muster,  according  to  desire, 
equipped  and  with  provision,  in  Marbletown,  the  place  of 
my  residence ;  which  is,  gentlemen,  from  your  assured 
friend  and  humble  servant,  Levi  Pawling. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Con- 
gress." 

A  Letter  from  Jacobus  Swartieont,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  Fishkill,  was  read  and  filed.  It  contnins  a  Re- 
turn of  the  following  Officers,  to  wit :  George  G.  Brinck- 
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erhoof  First  Lieutenant,  Stephen  Osborne  and  Benjamin 
Rosekrans,  Ensigns,  of  Captain  Stephen  Brinckerlwofs 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  accordingly. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  December  21,  1775. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. —  Colonel   McDougall,    Mr.  Roosevelt, 

Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Scott ;   Mr. 

Van  Zandt  and  Colonel  Brasher  absent  on  duty. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Suffolk.— Captain   Wickham,   Mr.   Tredwell,   Mr.   Gel- 

ston. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clarke. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine  ;  Mr.  Palmer  absent 

on  duty. 
Westchester. — Dr.  Graham,  Major  Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr.  J.  Moore. 
Cumberland. — Mr.  Spooner. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  state  of 
Q«ee»i's  County  ;  and  after  some  considerable  lime  spent 
thereon,  it  was  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  fix  and  determine  the 
rank  of  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  several  Counties  in  this 
Colony,  in  order  to  enable  the  Committee,  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  to  form  and  report  a  General  Regulation  for 
the  Militia  of  the  Colony ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
on, the  Congress  determined  the  Officers  of  the  respective 
Counties  to  have  rank  in  the  following  order,  to  wit :  1st. 
New-York;  2d.  Albany;  3d.  Suffolk;  4th.  Ulster;  5th. 
Westchester;  6th.  Orange;  7th.  Dutchess;  8th.  King's; 
9th.  (Queen's;  10th.  Richmond;  11th.  Tryon;  12th. 
Cumberland;  13th.  Charlotte;  14ih.  Gloucester. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  for  the  same  purpose  to 
fix  and  ascertain  the  rank  of  the  respective  Brigadier-Gene- 
rals of  the  several  Brigades  in  this  Colony ;  and,  there- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade 
which  consists  of  the  Militia  of  iVett'- ForZc,  King's,  and 
Richmond  Counties,  be  considered  as  the  first  Brigadier- 
General  of  this  Colony,  and  take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  which  con- 
sists of  the  Militia  o(  Albany  and  Tryon  Counties,  be  con- 
sidered as  the  second  Brigadier-General  of  this  Colony, 
and  take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  which  con- 
sists of  the  Militia  of  Suffolk  and  Queen's  Counties,  be 
considered  as  the  third  Brigadier-General  of  this  Colony, 
and  take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  which  con- 
sists of  the  Militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  Counties,  be  con- 
sidered as  the  fourth  Brigadier-General  of  this  Colony,  and 
take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  of  Westchester 
County  be  considered  as  the  fifth  Brigadier-General  of  this 
Colony,  and  take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  of  Dutchess 
County  be  considered  as  the  sixth  Brigadier-General  of 
this  Colony,  and  take  rank  accordingly. 

That  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  and  Charlotte,  be  consider- 
ed as  the  seventh  Brigadier-General  of  this  Colony,  and 
take  rank  accordingly. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Die  Jovis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  December  21,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 
ForNeio-  York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Im- 

lay,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Rutgers  ;  Mr.  Van  Zandt 

and  Colonel  Brasher  absent  on  business. 
Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
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Dutchess. — Mr.  Hum|)hreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clarke. 
Suffolk.— Ca\nam   Wickham,   Mr.  Tredwell,    Mr.   Gel- 

ston. 
Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine  ;  Mr.  Palmer  absent 

on  duty. 
Westchester. — Dr.  Graham,  Major  Lockwood. 
Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
Cumberland. — Dr.  Spooner. 

On  application  of  the  members  of  Ulster  County,  now 
present, 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Palmer,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Colonel,  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonul,  Ar- 
thur Parks,  first  Major,  and  Samuel  Logan,  second  Major, 
Severyn  Brnyn,  Adjutant,  and  Isaac  Belknap,  Quarter- 
master, of  the  Southern  Regiment  of  Minute-Men  in  Ulster 
County,  and  that  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentle- 
men accordingly. 

And  on  application  of  the  same  Members, 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Dcwitt,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Col.  Andreas  Deivitt,  Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Christo- 
pher Tappen,  first  Major,  Cornelius  E.  Wynkoop,  second 
Major,  Oake  Sudam,  Adjutant,  and  Cornelius  S.  Elmen- 
dorph.  Quartermaster,  of  the  Northern  Regiment  of  Min- 
ute-Men in  Ulster  County,  and  that  Commissions  be  issued 
to  those  gentlemen  accordingly. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
stale  of  Queen's  County  and  of  Richmond  County ;  and 
after  some  considerable  time  spent  thereon,  came  to  a  de- 
termination and  Resolutions,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

Whereas,  on  the  13th  inst.,  on  information  that  a  num- 
ber of  disaffected  persons  in  Queen's  County  had  been  sup- 
plied with  Arms  and  Ammunition  from  on  board  the  Asia, 
ship-of-war,  and  had  been  arraying  themselves  in  military 
manner  to  oppose  the  measures  taken  by  the  United  Colo- 
nies for  the  defence  of  their  just  rights  and  privileges,  and 
thrown  out  many  threatening  expressions  against  sundry 
persons  residing  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  Counties,  it 
was  resolved  by  this  Congress,  as  their  opinion,  that  such 
conduct  is  inimical  to  the  common  cause  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  ought  not  by  any  means  to  be  sufTered,  but  that 
measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  it ; 
and  it  was  therefore  ordered,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
County  should  appear  by  a  Committee  before  this  Congress 
on  Wednesday  then  next,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to 
give  satisfaction  in  the  premises  ;  with  which  order  the  said 
inhabitants  of  Queen's  County  have  not  complied  :  And 
whereas,  the  persons  above-mentioned,  and  their  adhe- 
rents, have  opposed  the  election  of  Representatives  for 
that  County  in  this  Congress,  on  a  poll  opened  for  that 
purpose,  whereby  that  County  remains  unrepresented  in 
this  Congress :  And  whereas,  a  prevailing  party  prevented 
the  election  of  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Richmond,  at 
a  late  poll  there  opened  for  that  purpose,  by  means  where- 
of the  said  County  is  not  represented  in  this  Congress: 
And  whereas,  the  poll-list  for  Queen's  County  has  been  re- 
turned to  this  Congress,  whereby  the  persons  opposing 
such  representation  as  aforesaid,  and  appearing  to  this 
Congress  to  be  inimical  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Colo' 
nies,  may  be  ascertained  : 

Resolved,  first.  That  such  inimical  persons  as  aforesaid, 
have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  General  As.>ociation, 
and  of  an  open  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  Congress, 
as  effectually  representing  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  secondly.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Richmond,  by  neglecting  to  elect  Representatives  in  this 
Congress,  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  General  As- 
sociation. 

Resolved,  thirdly.  That  the  Committee  of  the  said  Coun- 
ty of  Richmond  do,  and  shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the 
publication  hereof,  return  to  this  Congress,  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  oppose  a 
representation  of  the  said  County  in  this  Congress,  to  the 
end  that  the  delinquents  against  the  common  cause  in  that 
County  may  be  ascertained  ;  and  that  in  default  thereof  the 
whole  County  of  Richmond  be  deemed  delinquent. 

Resolved,  fourthly.  That  the  said  delinquents  in  the  said 
two  Counties  respectively,  and  each  and  every  of  them, 
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be,  and  hereby  are,  entirely  put  out  of  the  protection  of  this 
Congress. 

Resolved,  fifthly,  That  all  friendly  and  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  said  persons,  so  put  respectively  out 
of  the  protection  of  this  Congress,  and  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  ought  to  be,  and  the  same,  as  far  as 
can  be  eflecled  by  the  recommendation  of  this  Congress, 
hereby  is,  and  shall  continue  to  be,  totally  interdicted  until 
further  order  of  tliis  Con<;ress  or  tiie  Comuiiitee  of  Safety. 

And  to  the  end  that  no  persons  may  plead  ignorance  of 
the  aforegoing  Resolves,  and  this  Order, 

It  is  Ordered,  The  same,  together  with  a  list  of  such 
delinquents  as  aforesaid,  in  each  of  the  said  Counties,  be, 
without  delay,  respectively  printed  and  dispersed  in  Hand- 
bills, and  inserted  in  all  the  publick  Newspapers  of  this 
Colony. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at 
Continental  Congress  was  read,  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  Docoiubor  21,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  aforegoing  Resolves  and 
Orders  be  enclosed  in  the  following  Letter  to  the  Delegates 
of  this  Colony  in  Continental  Congress. 

Gentlemen  :  We  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
of  our  proceedings  respecting  the  delinquents  in  Queen's 
and  Richmond  Counties.  We  apprehend  we  have  pro- 
ceeded against  them  as  far  as  a  prudent  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  capital  of  this  Colony,  and  the 
safety  of  the  Colony  in  general,  as  far  as  it  depends  upon 
the  security  of  its  capital,  will  permit ;  and  for  this  assertion 
we  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

1st.  The  power  which  the  King's  ships  have  for  de- 
stroying the  property  in  this  city. 

2d.  Our  being  almost  utterly  destitute  of  powder  for  a 
defence  of  the  city,  were  it  in  other  respects  defensible 
against  naval  force. 

3d.  The  great  probability  that  an  array  of  troops  against 
the  above-mentioned  delinquents,  by  authority  of  this  Con- 
gress, even  were  we  sufficiently  provided  for  the  purpose 
with  powder,  would  bring  on  a  firing  upon  the  city. 

4th.  We  are  now  expediting  vessels  for  the  importation 
of  powder,  Sic.  This  object,  should  it  be  known,  would 
necessarily  incense  the  Navy ;  we  may  lose,  as  well,  the 
opportunity  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  with 
the  necessaries  of  life,  in  a  severe  season,  which  necessaries 
it  is  well  known,  we  are  almost  entirely  supplied  with  by 
water. 

If,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the  de- 
linquents in  the  above-mentioned  Counties  ought  to  be  fur- 
ther dealt  with,  we  flatter  ourselves,  that,  however  ready 
we  are  to  sacrifice  the  property  of  this  capital  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  common  rights  of  America,  the  above  rea- 
sons, and  such  others  as  may  occur  to  you,  will  have  their 
weight  with  Congress,  to  shew  the  impropriety  of  employ- 
ing any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  particularly 
of  this  city,  in  active  service  against  the  said  delinquents,  if 
others  can  be  employed  for  the  purpose.  Their  opposition 
to  the  common  cause  is  of  dangerous  example,  and  there- 
fore, ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  quelled,  if  by  prudent 
means  it  can  be  done  ;  for  we  have  little  reason  to  believe, 
that  should  they  by  any  means  be  induced  to  send  dele- 
gates to  this  Congress,  their  true  characters  would  be  no 
other  than  that  of  spies  of  our  conduct. 

We  desire  you  to  communicate  this  and  the  enclosed 
without  delay,  to  the  Continental  Congress;  and  are,  fen- 
tlemen,  with  great  respect,  their  and  your  most  obedient 
servants.  By  order. 

To  the  Gentlemen  in  delegation  for  the  Colony  of  iVeio- 
York,  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  pro  tern.,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  in  case  the  Continental  Comrress  shall 
rise  without  having  made  any  determination  on  the  above 
subject,  that  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  empowered,  and 
in  such  case  hereby  is  empowered,  to  write  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  neighbouring  Colonies  respectively,  as  the  case 
may  require,  informing  them  of  the  inimical  conduct  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Counties,  to  the  security  of  the 
United  Colonies,  whereby  they  have  forfeited  the  protection 


of  this  Congress,  and  therefore,  that  the  Committees  afore- 
said, be  at  liberty  to  take  such  measures  with  the  enemies 
o{  America  in  those  Counties,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 
to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  assist  our  common  eneuty  ; 
provided,  the  innocent  and  helpless  be  not  injured  in  life  or 
property,  nor  the  lives  or  property  of  the  guilty  unnecessa- 
rily or  wantonly  destroyed  ;  and  to  this  end  that  they  enclose 
in  said  letter  or  letters  a  list  of  the  delinquents. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  form  a  Regulation  or  Ar- 
rangement for  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read  ;  and  the  same  being  read  a  second 
time,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  many  amendments  and 
additions  made  thereto,  and  finally  agreed  to  and  resolved 
on,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
Rules  and  Orders  for  arranging  the  Rank  of  the  OJ/icert 
of  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  o/New-Yokk. 

1st.  The  Major-General  to  be  Commander-in-chief  of 
all  the  Militia  now  embodied  and  hereafter  to  be  embodied 
within  this  Colony. 

2d.  The  Brigadier-General  for  the  Brigade  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New- York,  the  County  o(  King's,  and 
Richmond,  to  be  the  second  in  command. 

3d.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  of  the  City 
and  County  o(  Albany,  and  County  of  Tryon,  to  be  the  third 
in  command. 

4th.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Suffolk  and  (Queen's,  to  be  the  fourth  in  command. 

5th  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Ulster  and  Orange,  to  be  the  fifth  in  command. 

6th.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brigade  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Westchester,  to  be  the  sixth  in  command. 

7th.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Brirjade  of  the  Coun* 
ty  of  Dutchess,  to  be  the  seventh  in  command. 

8th.  The  Brigadier-General  of  the  Counties  of  Char- 
lotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester,  to  be  the  eighth  in  com- 
mand. 

9th.  The  Majors  of  Brigade  to  take  rank  in  the  man- 
ner above-mentioned,  according  to  the  priority  of  the  Bri- 
gade they  shall  respectively  belong  to. 

10th.  That  the  Commissioned  Officers  of  equal  dignity 
of  the  several  Regiments  of  Militia,  in  the  different  Coun- 
ties, shall  take  rank  and  precedence  according  to  the  follow- 
ing arrangement :  Of  the  City  and  County  o[ New-  York,  1; 
Albany,  2  ;  Suffolk,  3  ;  Ulster,  4 ;  Westchester,  5  ;  Orange, 
6;  Dutchess,  1 ;  King's,  8;  Queen's,  9;  Richmond,  10; 
Tryon,  11;  Cumberland,  12;  Charlotte,  13;  Glouces- 
ter, 14. 

11th.  The  rank  of  some  of  the  Battalions  or  Regiments 
and  X^ompanies  in  some  of  the  Counties  being  settled  either 
by  the  Colonel  already  chosen  or  appointed,  or  by  the  Ge- 
neral Committee  of  the  County,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
several  Committees  in  this  Colony,  where  such  arrange- 
ments are  not  already  made,  do  follow  the  example  in  ar- 
ranging the  Battalions  and  Companies  within  their  respec- 
tive Counties,  and  transmit  a  copy  of  such  arrangements  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  for  the  time  being. 

12th.  That  the  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  in  any 
County  in  this  Colony,  shall  take  rank  of  a  Colonel  of  any 
Second  Regiment  of  any  other  County,  nothwithstanding 
the  seniority  of  said  County,  and  so  on  with  respect  to 
second,  third,  &,c..  Regiments,  and  that  the  same  rule  be 
observed  with  respect  to  the  rank  of  inferior  Officers. 

13th.  That  the  Officers  of  the  Minute-Men,  when  in  ac- 
tual service,  do  take  rank  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  given 
to  a  Printer,  to  be  published  in  the  same  size  with  the  other 
Regulations  for  the  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in 
Continental  Congress,  be  requested  to  make  such  an  ar- 
rangement among  themselves,  as  that  five  of  them  only 
continue  at  Congress,  and  represent  this  Colony  at  any  one 
time  ;  and  that  in  case  of  the  necessary  absence  of  any  one 
or  two  of  the  Delegates  so  attending,  according  to  such 
arrangement,  that  three  or  four  of  them  be  a  quorum,  and 
enabled  to  represent  the  Colony  during  such  absence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia  of  Orangetown  and  Pre- 
cinct of  Orange,  be  formed  into,  and  constitute  one  Regi- 
ment ;  and  that  the  Militia  of  Haversiraw  Precinct  be  form- 
ed into,  and  constitute  another  Regiment,  any  thing  in  the 
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former  Resolutions  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Rcsohed,  (with  tiie  consent  of  the  Memhers  of  Ulster 
County  now  present,)  That  Ulster  County  Jail,  or  such 
part  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be  used  and  taken  as  the 
Jail  of  this  Congress,  and  for  the  confinement  of  any  sucli 
prisoners  as  may  be  ordered  to  be  confined  by  this  Congress 
or  their  Committee  of  Safely;  that  such  prisoners  as  shall 
be  there  confined,  shall  be  confined  at  their  own  expense, 
respectively;  but  if  they  are  unable  to  pay  the  expense, 
then  that  they  be  confined  at  the  publick  expense  of  this 
Colony. 

And  Ordered,  further,  That  John  Blackler  be  sent  to 
Ulster  County  Jail,  and  there  confined  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Congress,  or  their  Committee  of  Safety. 

Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  December  22,  1775. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  John  Herring,  Esq.,  President,  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.   Scott,   Colonel  McDougall,  Mr. 

Sands,   Captain    Rutgers,  Mr.  Imlay,   Mr.  Ray,    Mr. 

Beekman  ;  Colonel  Brasher  and  Mr.  Van  Zaudt  absent 

on  duty,  by  order. 
Albany. — Cdonel  Rensselaer,  Captain  Cuyler,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort,  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Dutchess. — Mr.  Humphreys. 
Orange. — \.'r.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Clarke. 
Vlster. — Mr.   Wynkoop,  Mr.  Cantine ;  Mr.  Palmer  ab- 
sent on  duty,  by  order. 
Westchester. — Doctor   Graham,    Major    Lockwood,    Mr. 

Paulding. 
Suffolk.— Capta'm  Wickham,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Gelston. 
Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
Cumberland. — Mr.  Spooner. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  17th  De- 
cember, instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"  Cambridge,  December  17, 1775. 

*'  Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  the  enclosed  information 
from  several  persons  who  lately  came  out  oi  Boston,  yih\c\\ 
1  thought  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you. 

"  Whether  these  troops  are  embarked,  1  cannot  undertake 
to  say  ;  but  if  they  are,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  their 
destination  inay  be  very  different  from  what  they  gave  out 
in  Boston,  and  that  they  were  only  used  as  a  feint.  It  is 
certain  that  several  ships  sailed  from  thence  yesterday 
morning. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

"  George  Washington. 

"To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Convention  at  New- 
York." 

The  information  therein  enclosed  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in- the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Chelsea,  December  16,  1775. 

"  Last  evening  eight,  men  came  in  a  boat  from  Boston 
to  our  guard  at  the  ferry.  They  say  that  one  regiment  of 
Foot  and  three  companies  of  Light-Horse  were  to  sail  for 
Halifax  this  day,  and  that  the  troops  were  putting  water 
on  board  the  transports." 

"Dorchester,  December  16,  1775. 

"  This  morning  eight  large  and  two  small  vessels,  taken 
for  tenders,  sailed  out  of  Boston  harbour.  By  their  firing 
they  appeared  to  be  going  a  voyage  to  sea. 

"  Mr.  Joshua  Pies  came  out  of  Boston  last  night,  and 
informs  that  a  regiment  of  Foot  and  some  companies  of 
Light-Horse  were  preparing  to  embark  for  Halifax." 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
appointed  by  this  Congress,  be  empowered  to  apply  one 
thousand  Pounds  to  the  relief  of  such  indigent  poor  of  the 
City  of  New-York  for  whom  the  Corporation  may  not 
have  made  provision,  and  that  it  be  determined  by  this,  or 
some  future  Congress,  to  what  account  this  sum  shall  be 
placed. 

Whereas,  discontents  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  citizens  of  New-  York,  by  a  practice  of  some  of  the 
inhabitants  to  visit  the  King's  Ships  of  War,  which,  if  con- 
tinued, may  be  productive  of  disorder  among  the  citizens, 
and  disputes  between  them  and  the  officers  and  men  be- 


longing to  such  ships,  which  this  Congress  wish  to  pre- 
vent, therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony  to  refrain  from  going  on  board  of  any  of  the 
King's  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War,  without  leave  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  a  County  in  this  Colony,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  their  respective  Chairman,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  or  some  future  Congress. 

Whereas,  sundry  persons,  whose  conduct  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies,  of  which  they  were  respectively  inhabi- 
tants, has  been  unfriendly  to  liberty,  and  occasioned  their 
removal  into  this  Colony  ;  and  should  such  removals  con-^ 
tinue,  the  number  of  disaffected  persons  in  this  Colony  wilt 
be  increased,  and  the  same  be  disreputably  considered  as 
an  asylum  for  enemies  to  the  liberties  o(  America, 

Resolved,  That  every  person,  not  an  inhabitant,  entering 
into  this  Colony,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Certificate  from 
the  Committee  of  the  jurisdiction  wherein  he  last  resided, 
that  he  is  friendly  to  the  libeilies  of  .<4menca,  or  be  subject 
to  be  dealt  with  as  a  person  ininiical  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  empower- 
ed, and  hereby  is  empowered,  to  purchase  and  secure,  and 
lodge  in  places  of  safety  at  the  publick  expense,  as  much 
Pitch,  Tar,  and  Turpentine,  as  the  said  Committee  may 
think  necessary  for  the  publick  use  and  publick  safety. 

A  Return  from  William  Smith  and  Josiah  Smith,  two  of 
the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  and  members  of  the 
sub-Committees  of  St.  George's  and  Meritches,  which  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

*'  Manor  St.  George,  December  15,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  There  has  inlisted,  as  MiniHe-Men,  se- 
venty able-bodied  men,  within  the  bounds  of  .BrooMacen, 
Smithtown,  Manor  St.  George,  and  the  Patentship  of  iMe- 
ritches,  who  have  chosen  Daniel  Roe,  of  Brookhaven,  their 
Captain  ;  Hugh  Smith,  of  Meritches,  their  First  Lieute- 
nant ;  Caleb  Brewster,  their  Second,  of  Brookhaven ;  and 
their  Ensign  Ebenezcr  Phillips,  of  Smithtown.  And,  as 
Hugh  Smith  and  David  Fanning,  the  First  and  Second 
Lieutenants  of  the  Third  Company  in  Brookhaven,  where- 
of iVa^Aan  Rose  is  Captain,  have  inlisted  in  the  Minute 
service,  the  Company  have  chosen  John  Smith,  of  the 
Manor  St.  George,  their  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Ba- 
ker, of  Brookhaven,  their  Second  Lieutenant;  and  Doxey 
Lane,  of  the  Manor  of  St.  George,  their  Ensign. 

"  The  choice  of  each  of  the  above  companies  was  made 
in  presence  of  us,  the  subscribers,  who  are  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

"  The  Minute-Men,  (who  there  appears  to  be  great  need 
of  to  still  intestine  disaffection  to  our  common  cause,)  want 
powder,  balls,  guns,  drum,  colours,  and  other  necessaries, 
which  here  are  not  to  be  had  ;  and,  if  to  be  bought,  a  great 
part  of  the  company  are  not  able  to  purchase.  Your  sup- 
ply or  direction  in  these  points  will  be  agreeable  to  your 
humble  servants,  William  Smith, 

Josiah  Smith. 

"  P.  S.  Pray  let  the  commissions  be  handed  down  soon." 

"  The  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  now  sitting  in 

New- York." 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  to  those  gentle- 
men accordingly. 

The  first  paragraph  of  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  relating  to  Militia  Commissions,  was  read  and  ex- 
plained, and  sundry  debates  thereon  ;  and,  thereupon 

Resolved  and  agreed.  That  the  Committee  of  Safely 
hare  the  same  powers,  as  to  the  nomination  and  election  of 
Officers,  and  the  granting  and  refusing  of  Commissions  to 
Officers  of  every  rank,  as  this  Provincial  Congress  while 
sitting. 

Mr.  Sands,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  plan  and 
report  a  voyage  to  the  West-Indies  to  obtain  Ammunition, 
delivered  in  a  Report  of  such  voyage,  which  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

The  sub-Committee  appointed  to  employ  a  sloop  for  the 
Island  of  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  or  St.  Eustatia,  report, 
that  they  think  it  necessary  to  load  her  with  Provisions,  on 
account  and  risk  of  this  Congress,  and  proceed  first  to  said 
French  Islands,  in  order  to  get  permission  to  sell  her  cargo 
there.  If  no  permission  should  be  granted  at  any  of  the 
French  Islands,  he  proposes  to  dispose  of  said  cargo  at 
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St.  Eustalia,  or  any  other  Dutch,  Danish,  or  French  port. 

We  also  re[)ort,  that  a  vessel  can  be  had  on  the   following 

conditions,  viz : 

A  vessel  that  will  carry  about  forty  tons  provisions,  is  en- 
tilled,  for  common  freight        -     -     -     -     -     -     £150 

Insurance  on  a  vessel  valued  at  £700,  at  ten  per 

cent.,  including  allowance  for  common  risk,     -     -     70 

One  month's  hire,  in  going  from  Island  to  Island  to 

dispose  of  her  car^jo,  and  to  obtain  the  Powder,  60 

£280 

We  further  report,  in  case  this  Powder  is  to  be  had,  and 

this  vessel  is  to  return  with  the  same,  that  she  be  allowed 

for  her  common  freight  home,  the  sum  of-     -     -     £100 

Insurance  on  said  vessel  to  run  all  risks  of  vessel, 

valued  at  £700,  at  twenty  per  cent.,  -     -     -     -     140 

£240 

We  further  propose,  in  case  there  should  be  opportunity 
to  ship  the  said  Powder  in  any  other  fast-sailing  vessel, 
that  privilege  be  granted  for  the  same,  and  the  above  ves- 
sel be  discharged.  This  plan  we  conceive  will  be  much 
to  the  Congress's  advantage,  as  it  may  be  freighted  home 
for  less  than  half  what  must  be  paid  this  vessel ;  but  in 
case  there  should  not  be  an  opportunity  to  ship  it  home  in 
another  vessel,  that  then  this  vessel  agree  to  bring  it  for  the 
above  sum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  to  the  above 
Report,  and  direct  the  said  Committee  to  carry  the  same 
into  execution,  at  the  risk  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Congress 
of  this  Colony  ;  and  the  Congress  agrees  to  allow  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  for  the  outward  bound 
voyage  of  the  said  vessel,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be- 
come due,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds  for  her  freight 
and  insurance  back  to  this  Colony,  if  she  should  return 
with  Arms  and  Ammunition. 

A  Letter  from  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  Esq.,  of  the  15th 
instant,  directed  to  this  Congress,  was  read.  He  therein 
mentions  that  he  had  had  a  meeting  with  sundry  gentle- 
men therein  mentioned,  and  requests  commissions  for  Col- 
onel Abraham  Hasbrouck,  as  Colonel ;  Johannes  Snyder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and  Jonathan  Elmendorph  and  Adri- 
an Wijnkoop,  Majors. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Kingston,  dated  on  the 
said  15th  day  of  December,  instant,  was  also  read.  The 
said  Committee  thereby  request,  that  the  Committees  of 
Kingston  and  Hiirly  may  be  permitted  to  nominate  and 
recommend  proper  gentlemen  for  Field-OfEcers  for  the  said 
regiment. 


The  Congress  took  the  said  Letters  into  consideration, 
and,  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Coun- 
ty Committee  of  Ulster  County.  That  the  Chairman  of 
the  said  Committee  be  directed  by  written  notices  to  the 
members,  to  summon,  or  cause  to  be  summoned,  the  whole 
County  Committee,  at  some  proper  time  and  place,  for  that 
purpose,  giving  full  notice  of  such  meeting  at  least  one 
week  before  the  time  of  such  meeting.  And  it  is  recom- 
mended to  the  said  County  Committee,  to  use  their  best 
endeavours  to  settle  all  disputes  and  difficulties  about  the 
Field-Officers  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  and  to  recom- 
mend such  gentlemen  to  this  Congress,  or  their  Committee 
of  Safety,  for  Field-Officers  of  that  Regiment,  as  will  be 
most  fit  to  do  the  duty  to  each  of  them,  respectively,  be- 
longing, and  be  most  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  and  to 
the  Militia  to  be  under  their  command. 

On  motion. 

Resolved,  That  besides  the  powers  heretofore  vested  in 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  for  appropriating  and  applying 
Moneys,  they  be  authorized  to  appropriate  and  apply  any 
sum,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  to  be  laid  out 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  proper,  for  the  defence 
and  security  of  this  Colony,  and  to  be  raised  by  drafts  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  ; 
and  in  case  of  a  deficiency  of  the  said  Treasury  to  answer 
the  said  purpose,  such  deficiency  to  be  supplied  by  a  vote 
or  votes  of  the  said  Committee,  on  the  credit  of  this  Co- 
lony, to  be  made  good  by  this  or  some  future  Provincial 
Congress. 

Dissentients:  Mr.  Gansevoort, Co\one\  Reiisselaer, and 
Mr.  Paulding. 

Resolved  unanimously,  and  ordered.  That  \{  John  hef' 
fertse,  Esq.,  should  refuse  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  in  such  czse  Joseph  Hallett  be  a  member 
of  the  said  Committee  in  his  stead  ;  and  that,  on  the  refu- 
sal of  Mr.  Leffertse,  the  Committee  shall  be,  and  hereby 
is,  empowered  to  call  on  Mr.  Hallett  to  take  his  seat; 
and. 

Resolved  and  ordered,  unanimously.  That  in  case  of  the 
inability  or  refusal  of  Peter  R.  Livingston  to  attend  the 
said  Committee  of  Safety,  and  to  take  his  seat  as  a  mem- 
ber, Mr.  Henry  Oothoudt  be  a  member  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee instead  of  Peter  R.  Livingston ;  and  the  first  of 
those  two  gentlemen  who  attends  and  acts  as  a  member, 
shall  continue  the  member  of  the  said  Committee,  and  not 
be  changed  for  either  of  them. 


ADVICES  FROM  AMERICA. 
(London  Gazette,)  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

This  morning  Brook  Watson,  Esq.,  arrived  at  Lord 
George  Germain's  office,  from  Quebeck,  with  despatches 
from  Major-General  Carleton,  dated  Montreal,  the  5th  of 
November,  containing  intelligence  that  General  Carleton, 
not  being  able  to  collect  a  force  that  might  be  depended 
upon  for  the  relief  of  St.  John's,  the  Rebels  had  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  defection  of  the  lower  class  of  Canadians 
to  press  forward  their  enterprise ;  and  that  the  forts  of 
Chambly  and  St.  John's,  upon  Richlieu  river,  the  latter 
of  which  had  stopped  the  progress  of  the  Rebels  for  above 
two  months,  had  surrendered,  and  the  garrisons  were  made 
prisoners  upon  capitulation. 

By  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Governour  Cramahe,  dated 
C^uebeck,  November  9,  it  appears,  that  a  party  of  Rebels, 
under  the  command  of  one  Arnold,  had  invaded  the  Pro- 
vince by  the  way  of  the  river  Chaudiere ;  and  that  part  of 
them  were  actually  arrived,  and  had  taken  post  at  Point- 
Levi,  opposite  to  Quebeck. 

LORD  GEORGE  GERMAIN  TO  G07ERN0DR  EDEN. 
[Circular.]  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

Sir:  The  King  being  determined,  in  concurrence  with 
his  Parliament,  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous  measures 
for  reducing  his  rebellious  subjects  in  North-America  to 
obedience,  and  for  restoring  legal  Government,  has  given 
the  royal  assent  to  the  enclosed  act,  which  1  am  com- 
manded by  His  Majesty  to  transmit  to  you,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that 


you  do  exhort  all  persons  upon  whom  the  execution  of  this 
law  shall  depend,  to  pay  a  due  attention  thereto,  and  to  use 
their  best  endeavours  for  carrying  the  provision  of  it  into 
effect ;  and  I  trust,  that  when  His  Majesty's  deluded  subjects 
in  the  associated  Colonies  are  better  apprized  of  the  fatal 
consequences  to  the  conduct  they  have  adopted,  and  see 
the  determined  spirit  of  the  nation  to  maintain  its  constitu- 
tional rights,  they  will  avail  themselves  of  the  means  which 
the  justice  and  benevolence  of  the  supreme  Legislature 
have  held  out  to  them,  of  being  restored  to  the  King's 
grace  and  peace,  and  that  a  happy  and  lasting  reconcilia- 
tion and  union  will  be  effected.  And  1  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  acquaint  you,  that,  in  order  to  accelerate  this  desir- 
able object,  the  proper  steps  have  been  taken  for  passing 
a  commission,  under  the  great  seal,  in  conformity  to  the 
last  section  but  one  of  that  act ;  and  that  the  Commissioner, 
or  Commissioners,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  will 
have  full  power  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  Colonies,  and  to  confer  with  proper  persons  upon  such 
points  as  may  be  necessary  for  effecting  a  restoration  of  the 
publick  tranquillity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Germain. 
To  Deputy-Governour  Eden. 

Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  was  not  till  the  27th  of  November  that  your 
despatch  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  27th  of  August,  was 
received  here,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  it  before 
the  King ;  and  1  have  it  in  command  from  His  Majesty  to 
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express  to  you  His  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  zeal  for 
the  publick  service,  and  of  the  unalterable  attachment  you 
have  shown  to  his  person  and  Government,  from  the  first 
commencement  of  the  unhappy  disputes,  which  have  in- 
volved His  Majesty's  faithful  servants  in  the  Colonies  in 
difficulties  and  distress  that  are  only  to  be  equalled  by  the 
fortitude  with  which  they  are  borne. 

Your  letter  contains  a  great  deal  of  very  useful  informa- 
tion, and  your  confidential  communication  of  the  characters 
of  individuals,  more  especially  such  as  come  over  into  Eng- 
land, is  of  great  advantage;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that 
every  possible  precaution  will  be  used  that  no  part  of  your 
letter  shall  transpire. 

An  armament  consisting  of  seven  regiments,  with  a  fleet 
of  frigates  and  small  ships,  is  now  in  readiness  to  proceed 
to  the  Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  restora- 
tion of  legal  Government  in  that  part  of  America.  It  will 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  North- Carolina,  and  from 
thence  either  to  South-Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  circum- 
stances of  greater  or  less  advantage  shall  point  out.  If  to 
the  latter,  it  may  have  very  important  consequences  to  the 
Colony  under  your  government;  and,  therefore,  you  will 
do  well  to  consider  of  every  means  by  which  you  may,  in 
conjunction  with  Lord  Dunmore,  give  facility  and  assist- 
ance to  its  operations. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

To  Deputy-Governour  Eden. 

The  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  the  19th  of  December 
last,  which  ascertains  the  powers  of  tlie  Commissioners,  is  in  these 
words : 

"  Provided,  That  in  order  to  encourage  all  well-afFect- 
ed  persons  in  any  of  the  said  Colonies,  to  exert  themselves 
in  suppressing  the  rebellion  therein,  and  to  afford  a  speedy 
protection  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  return  to  their  du- 
ty, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  or 
persons,  appointed  and  authorized  by  His  Majesty,  to 
grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  number  or  description 
of  persons,  with  such  exceptions  therefrom  as  shall  seem 
fit  and  reasonable,  by  proclamation  in  His  Majesty's  name, 
to  declare  any  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces, 
or  any  County,  Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  in  any 
Colony  or  Province,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  His  Majesty  ; 
and  from  and  after  the  issuing  of  any  such  proclamation, 
in  any  of  the  aforesaid  Colonies  or  Provinces,  or  if  His 
Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  signify  the  same  by 
his  royal  proclamation,  then,  from  and  after  the  issuing 
of  such  proclamation,  this  act,  with  respect  to  such  Co- 
lony or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces,  County,  Town, 
Port,  District,  or  place,  shall  cease,  determine,  and  be 
utterly  void.  And  if  any  captures  shall  be  made  after 
the  date  and  issuing  of  such  proclamations,  of  any  ships  or 
vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
any  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces, 
County,  Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  ipr  of  any  ships 
trading  to  or  from  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or 
Provinces,  respectively,  the  same  shall  be  restored  to  the 
owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels,  upon  claim  being  enter- 
ed, and  due  proof  made  of  their  property  therein  ;  and  the 
captors  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  actions  for  seizing  or  de- 
taining the  said  ships  or  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  without 
proof  being  made  that  they  had  actual  notice  of  such  pro- 
clamation having  been  issued." 


RECANTATION  OF  EZEKIEL  BEACH. 

Morristown,  NowJersey,  December  23,  1775. 

I,  Ezekiel  Beach,  of  the  Township  oi  Mendham,  in  the 
County  of  Morris,  have  heretofore  by  my  words  and  con- 
duct, been  guilty  of  opposing  the  good  people  of  this  Coun- 
ty in  the  measures  by  them  adopted  for  preserving  Ame- 
rican freedom,  particularly  saying,  "  I  had  rather  the  Min- 
isterial troops  would  conquer  the  Continental ;  and  further 
declared,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right 
to  levy  the  oppressive  taxes  and  acts  upon  America,  par- 
ticularly the  act  for  changing  the  Government  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay ;  and  further  declared,  that  I  would  assist  the 
Ministerial  troops  with  provisions  and  other  necessaries, 
provided  they  would  pay  for  the  same ;"  and  having,  on 
the  most  mature  deliberation,  considered  of  such  my  con- 
duct, do  most  heartily  disapprove  of  the  same,  and  do 


hereby  promise,  that  for  the  future,  I  will  observe  as  far  as 
in  me  lies,  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  and  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- 
Jersey ;  and  will  use  my  best  endeavours  to  promote  and 
carry  into  execution  every  measure  adopted  already,  or 
that  may  hereafter  be  adopted  by  said  Congresses,  for 
preserving  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  country,  and  will 
most  cheerfully  sign  the  Association  adopted  by  said  Pro- 
vincial Congress  when  thereunto  required ;  and  do  hereby 
desire,  that  in  future  the  good  people  of  this  country  would 
consider  me  as  a  friend  to  the  same,  which  I  hope  to  mani- 
fest by  my  conduct.  Ezekiel  Beach. 
Signed  at  Morristown,  this  2.3d  day  of  December,  1775. 

Witnesses  present,  rn  m 

•^  '  Ihomas  Milledge, 

Cornelius  Ludlow, 

Peter  Layten. 


report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
general  schuyler. 

[Read  December  23,  1775.      Referred  to  Mr.  Z>tciin»on,  Mr.  McKean, 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Langdon.] 

Report  of  the  Committee  directed  to  repair  to  Ticonde- 
BOGA  and  confer  with  General  Schuyler  about  several 
matters  relative  to  the  publick  service,  to  take  survey  of 
and  Report  the  state  of  the  Fortif  cation  in  the  High- 
lands, and  to  use  their  endeavours  to  procure  an  acces- 
sion of  the  Canadians  to  an  union  with  these  Colonies. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  Report,  that  agreeable  to 
the  directions  of  Congress,  they  repaired  to  the  fortress  in 
the  Highlands  on  the  17th  day  of  November.  For  the 
state  in  which  they  found  it,  and  their  observations  there- 
upon, they  refer  the  Congress  to  their  letter  of  the  22d  day 
of  the  same  month ;  but  they  cannot  help  again  recom- 
mending, with  the  utmost  earnestness,  the  sending  some 
persons,  well  acquainted  with  fortification,  to  take  a  survey 
not  only  of  the  works  but  of  the  whole  river,  from  Teller's 
Point  to  the  north  end  of  the  Highlands,  as  your  Com- 
mittee are  persuaded  that  the  fortress  now  erecting  will  by 
no  means  be  sufficient  to  secure  Hudson's  river,  if  it  should 
be  attacked  by  any  considerable  force.  Your  Committee 
beg  leave,  further,  to  hint  at  the  propriety  of  obstructing 
the  channel,  at  least  lessening  the  depth  of  water ;  since 
they  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  river  carries 
twenty-five  feet  of  water  to  within  twelve  miles  of 
Albany ;  and,  although  it  is  out  of  their  department,  they 
cannot  but  wish  to  turn  the  attention  of  Congress  to  such 
obstructions  in  the  iVarrows  during  the  winter  season,  (when 
our  enemies'  ships  will  be  out  of  our  ports,)  as  will  effec- 
tually secure  the  whole  Province  of  New-  York.  Though 
they  are  by  no  means  satisfied  of  its  practicability,  yet  they 
would  submit  it  to  the  Congress,  whether  it  may  not  be 
worth  their  inquiry. 

Your  Committee  further  report  that  they  met  with  Gen- 
eral Schuyler  on  the  28th  day  of  November,  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  and  spent  some  days  with  him,  in  conferring  on  the 
subjects  about  which  they  were  directed  to  inquire ;  that 
they  learned  from  him  the  following  facts  :  That  General 
Montgomery,  in  order  to  overcome  the  scruples  of  the 
troops,  and  to  induce  them  to  follow  him  to  Montreal, 
about  which  they  hesitated,  on  account  of  the  advanced 
season,  was  under  the  necessity  of  engaging  that,  after  the 
reduction  of  that  place,  those  who  chose  it  should  be  at 
liberty  to  return ;  that,  in  consequence  of  this  promise, 
Colonel  Warner,  with  his  Green-Mountain  Boys,  returned, 
though  the  term  of  their  inlistment  did  not  expire  till  the 
first  of  January;  that  about  one  regiment  of  the  York 
troops  have  been,  and  are  still,  employed  at  Crown-Point, 
Ticonderoga,  at  the  different  posts  between  that  and  New- 
York,  and  as  batteaus-men  on  the  lakes ;  that  the  re- 
maining three  regiments,  together  with  Captain  Lamb's 
company  of  artillery,  did  not,  at  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign, exceed  eighteen  hundred  men  ;  that  their  numbers 
had  been  considerably  lessened  by  death,  sickness,  deser- 
tion, and  escorts  for  prisoners ;  and  that,  though  few  of 
the  remainder  had  accepted  of  the  permission  to  return, 
yet  there  were  not  left  above  one  thousand  men  in  Canada, 
who,  from  the  best  information  your  Committee  could  re- 
ceive from  the  General,  or  otherwise,  have,  for  the  most 
part,  reinlisted  ;  that  of  the  troops  from  the  several  New- 
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England  Governments  wlio  went  into  Canada,  all  had 
returned  before  your  Couiniiilee  arrived  at  Ticonderoga, 
except  about  two  hundred,  wiio  had  reinlisted.  Their  de- 
parture, before  the  expiration  of  their  term,  was  occasioned 
by  their  fear  of  being  detained  in  Canada  by  the  severity 
of  the  weather,  and  ilie  reasonableness  of  allowing  them 
to  return  to  their  respective  homes  before  tiiey  were  dis- 
charged. That  Colonel  Arnold  had  with  him  about  five 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  the  rest  of  his  party  having  left 
him  on  his  way  into  Canada,  so  that  the  whole  number  of 
troops  now  in  that  Province  may  be  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred men,  without  making  any  deduction  for  non-efiectives. 
But  of  these  facts  we  are  by  no  means  fully  certified,  as 
General  Schuyler  has  no  returns  of  the  numbers;  we  offer 
them  as  reports,  collected  from  such  officers  who  have  re- 
turned ;  and  we  hope,  however,  shortly  to  have  a  more  ac- 
curate account,  as  the  General  has  wrote  for  it  to  General 
Montgomery. 

As  absolute  necessity  had  obliged  General  Schuyler  to 
direct  the  reinlistment  of  the  troops  in  Canada  before  he 
received  any  other  direction  on  this  head  than  what  was 
contained  in  your  General  Orders,  your  Committee  found 
that  work  in  a  great  measure  concluded  by  General  Mont- 
gomery, iliough  not  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  strictly  con- 
Tonnable  to  the  intentions  of  the  Congress,  the  .Generals 
having  construed  your  promise  in  your  first  letter  on  that 
subject,  '•  that  you  would  see  the  troops  furnished  with 
clothing,"  in  its  literal  sense,  procured  clothing  at  Mon- 
treal, which  they  delivered  as  a  bounty,  without  making 
any  deduction  for  it  from  their  wages.  Whether,  without 
this,  they  could  have  been  reinlisted,  your  Committee  have 
not  beeo  able  to  learn,  but  are  convinced  of  the  impossi- 
bility of  their  remaining  any  longer  in  that  country  in  the 
situation  they  then  were,  some  of  them  being  half  naked  ; 
and  those  of  the  New-  York  troops  who  were  best  clad 
having  only  a  coat  nearly  worn  out  and  linen  underclothes. 
Your  Committee  would  also  further  submit  it  to  the 
Congress,  whether  it  would  be  quite  equitable  that,  in  a 
country  where  the  soldiers  require  a  double  quantity  of 
clothing,  they  should  be  obliged  to  pay  for  it,  especially 
when  we  consider  that  their  duly  has  been,  and  still  is,  in- 
conceivably more  severe  than  the  rest  of  the  Continental 
army  have  experienced.  Your  Couirnittee  have,  however, 
endeavoured,  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power,  to  remedy  this 
mistake,  though  they  fear  their  endeavours  will  prove  in- 
effectual ;  they  have  directed  General  Montgomery  not  to 
])ublish  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  relative  to  the  two 
months'  pay,  which  was  proposed  as  a  bounty  to  those  sol- 
diers who  reinlisted,  but  to  apply  the  same  towards  cloth- 
ing the  troops.  Your  Committee  are  apprehensive,  how- 
ever, that  their  direction  will  come  too  late,  as  General 
Schuyler  had  sent  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  instructions 
to  General  Montgomery  some  time  before  your  Committee 
arrived.  If  this  should  unhappily  be  the  case,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  promise  made  to  the  troops 
by  the  General  should  be  literally  complied  with,  with 
which  opinion  they  have  taken  the  liberty  to  acquaint 
General  Montgomery  by  letter,  the  copy  of  which  is  en- 
closed. 
\  Your  directions  with  respect  to  raising  a  Canadian  Regi- 
ment had  been  complied  with  before  the  arrival  of  your 
Committee,  and  the  command  given  toColonel  JamesLiv- 
ingston.  It  is,  however,  much  doubled  whether  he  will 
be  able  to  complete  early,  as  the  bulk  of  the  Canadians 
are  farmers,  and,  though  prompt  at  a  short  desultory  war, 
yet  have  some  reluctance  to  more  permanent  engagements. 
Your  Committee  have  endeavoured  to  learn  the  incli- 
nations of  those  troops  who  are  employed  upon  the  Lakes, 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Fort- George,  with  respect  to  their  re- 
inlistment, and,  from  what  they  can  learn  of  their  senti- 
ments, few  of  them  will  enter  into  the  Army  again,  at  least 
not  immediately,  and  express  a  disgust  at  the  service  ; 
which  arises  chiefly  from  their  having  been  employed  rather 
as  labourers  than  soldiers.  Your  Commitieo  cannot  but 
observe,  that  a  number  of  batteaus-men,  hired  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  consisting  of  persons  acquainted  with  the  ser- 
vice, would  have  saved  the  Continent  a  considerable  sum 
of  money,  and  greatly  expedited  business,  and  would  re- 
commend, if  our  operations  in  Canada  continue  another 
year,  the  empowering  the  General  or  Quartermaster  to 
hire  so  many  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 


Your  Committee  found  that  the  directions  of  Congress 
with  respect  to  provisions  were  already  complied  with,  and 
have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  them  that  the  quantity  takca 
in  Canada  will  be  sufHcient  for  the  subsistence  of  our  troops 
tiiere  till  Spring,  after  which  they  must  be  supplied  from 
the  Province  of  New-  York,  or  the  adjacent  Colonies,  with 
every  article  except  bread,  which  can  be  procured  ii) 
Canada. 

Your  Committee  have  directed  the  immediate  transpor- 
tation of  the  cannon  from  St.  John's  and  l\conderoga, 
which  are  not  wanted  for  the  defence  of  those  places ;  and 
the  boats  on  Lakc-Gcorge  are  now  employed  in  bringing 
over  those  that  lay  at  the  landing,  it  being  impracticable  to 
move  the  rest  till  there  is  snow  enough  to  admit  of  their 
being  carried  on  sleighs.  Mr.  Knox  is  gone  to  Ticonde- 
roga to  choosQ  such  cannon  as  will  be  wanted  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  your  Committee  have  directed  those  that  re- 
main to  be  transported  to  Albany  as  soon  as  the  snow  shall 
render  it  practicable.  There  are  a  number  of  iron  wheels 
for  carriages  at  Ticonderoga;  sucii  as  are  not  wanted 
there  your  Committee  have  directed  to  be  sent  to  Albany. 

Though  General  Schuyler  had,  before  he  received  the 
direction  of  Congress,  endeavoured  to  purchase  the  arms 
of  such  as  quitted  the  service,  yet  he  has  been  able  to  pro- 
cure but  few  ;  those  obtained  of  the  New-  York  force  are 
the  property  of  that  Province,  and  must  be  accounted  for 
to  them  ;  such  as  are  at  Ticonderoga,  which  may  be  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred,  are  ordered  down  to  Albany 
in  order  to  be  refitted.  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  much  would  be  saved  to  the  Contir.ent  by  the 
appointment  of  some  person  in  each  army,  who  should  have 
the  inspection  of  the  arms,  lake  a  list  of  them  when  sent 
to  Armourers,  and  see  that  no  more  was  charged  as  done 
than  what  they  really  wanted ;  and  have,  accordingly,  re- 
commended the  nomination  of  a  Conductor  of  Artillery  to 
the  General,  till  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  was  known. 

Your  Committee  would  further  observe,  that  their  ia- 
spection  of  the  barracks,  and  the  complaints  of  the  men, 
have  convinced  them  that  they  have  suffered  greatly  for 
want  of  bedding,  the  small  blankets  they  have  received 
being  insufficient  to  keep  them  warm  in  this  severe  cli- 
mate. They  have,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  da- 
maged tents  at  Ticonderoga  should  be  cut  up,  and  sacks 
made  for  the  cribs  in  the  barracks,  one  for  every  two 
men.  And  would  further  propose  to  the  Congress,  that 
all  the  rest  of  the  tents,  which  are  nearly  worn  out,  which 
is  the  case  of  most  of  those  used  at  St.  John's,  where  the 
soldiers  were  under  a  necessity  of  slitting  and  making  fires 
in  them,  be  immediately  made  up  into  sacks  for  the  differ- 
ent garrisons,  and  canvass  purchased  in  Canada  for  re- 
placing the  tents.  Your  Committee  and  the  General  see 
in  a  strong  point  of  view  the  necessity  of  a  Barnickmas- 
ter  and  Storekeeper  to  each  garrison,  and  would  recom- 
mend their  appointment. 

Your  Committee  observe  with  concern,  that  infinite  mis- 
chief has  arisen  frotn  the  want  of  regimental  Paymasters, 
which  has  induced  a  necessity  of  trusting  large  sums  of 
money  with  Captains  and  other  officers,  some  of  whom 
are  inca))able  of  keeping  accounts,  and  some  others  ought 
not,  perhaps,  to  be  trusted;  and  it  frequently  happens 
that,  though  the  Colonies  are  in  advance  to  the  Captains, 
yet  they  are  greatly  in  arrears  to  the  men,  who  are  from 
hence  disgusted  with  the  service,  and  clamourous  against 
their  superior  officers,  besides  that  it  confuses  the  accounts 
and  imposes  a  duty  on  the  Captains  for  which  no  allow- 
ance is  made  them.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  immediate  appointment  of  a  gentleman  properly 
qualified  for  this  office  in  every  regiment,  with  a  salary 
which  will  induce  men  of  character  to  undertake  it. 

YourCommitlee,  upon  conferring  witli  General  Schuyler, 
are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  repairing  of  the  fortifica- 
tion of  Crown-Point  would  be  very  expensive,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  of  very  little  use ;  they  would,  therefore,  recom- 
mend, that  tiie  whole  labour  which  can  be  afforded  be  em- 
ployed on  Ticonderoga,  but  imagine  very  little  can  be 
done  this  Winter,  unless  a  part  of  the  new  levies  should 
be  stationed  there,  in  which  case  they  might  prepare  the 
wood  and  have  it  ready  against  the  Spring.  But,  as  the 
preservation  of  that  post  will  depend  more  upon  its  re- 
ceiving early  reinforcements  than  on  any  strength  of  its 
own,  and  as  supplies  by  the  way  of  Lake-George  may  be 
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very  easily  intercepted,  if  tlie  army  of  the  enemy  is  much 
superior  to  the  garrison,  your  Committee  would  recom- 
mend that  a  communication  be  opened  between  Skcnes- 
borough  and  Fort-Ann,  which  last  is  distant  from  Fort- 
Edward  about  twelve  miles.  This,  we  are  informed,  may 
be  done  without  any  considerable  expense,  by  clearing 
Wood  Creek,  that  empties  itself  into  the  Lake  at  Skenes- 
borough,  in  which  case  the  earliest  assistance  may  be  re- 
ceived from  New-  York  and  the  adjacent  Colonies,  and 
that,  too,  in  a  way  which  the  enemy  cannot  easily  prevent. 
Your  Committee  have  given  no  directions  on  this  head,  as 
there  is  sufficient  time  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Congress 
before  any  thing  need  be  done. 

General  Schuyler  is  of  opinion  that  four  companies  are 
necessary  to  garrison  the  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Fort- 
George,  and  that  not  less  than  three  thousand  men  be 
kept  up  in  Canada  during  the  Winter,  as  well  in  order  to 
be  prepared  for  a  Spring  campaign,  as  to  erect  sucii  works 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  that  Province.  In 
this  opinion  your  Committee  concur,  and  would  recom- 
mend the  immediate  raising  three  regiments,  including  four 
companies,  (for  which  warrants  are  already  granted,)  and 
sending  them  up  in  different  detachments  when  they  are 
properly  equipped,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  over  the  ice  as 
soon  as  the  Lake  [freezes,]  which  may  be  about  the  begin- 
ning of  February. 

Your  Committee,  finding  that  all  matters  relative  to  the 
Army  in  Canada  had  been  settled  before  their  arrival,  and 
concluding,  from  the  hurry  of  military  operations  in  that 
Province,  and  the  little  assistance  tiiey  could  receive  from 
General  Montgomery  while  he  was  employed  in  a  siege, 
that  their  journey  there  would  be  of  little  use  to  the  pub- 
lick,  declined  going  into  Canada,  especially  as,  at  this 
season,  they  could  not  have  proceeded  without  the  greatest 
difficulty  and  hazard.  They,  therefore,  concluded,  by  a  let- 
ter to  General  Montgomery,  to  inform  the  Canadians  of 
the  sentiments  of  Congress,  when  he  should  find  a  proper 
opportunity  to  communicate  them,  and  to  pave  the  way 
for  the  reception  of  any  Committee  that  the  Congress 
might  think  proper  to  send,  when  the  ice  should  render 
the  journey  more  practicable,  and  when  it  may  probably 
be  attended  with  salutary  effects.  A  copy  of  which  letter, 
marked  No.  1,  is  annexed. 

General  Schuyler  informs  your  Committee  that  he  has 
made  a  return  to  Congress  of  the  cannon  and  other  stores 
at  St.  John's,  Crown-Foint, Ticonderoga, and  Fort- George. 
They  think  it,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  trouble  the  Con- 
gress with  them.  n  m  n 

°  KOBERT    iKEAT  PaINE, 

John  Langdon. 

[No.  1.]  Ticonderoga,  November  30,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  done  us  the  honour  to  appoint 
us  as  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  General  and  yourself, 
on  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  reinlistment 
of  the  Army,  as  also  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  Ca- 
nadians, and  to  remove  as  far  as  in  us  lay,  every  objection 
that  the  good  people  of  that  Province  might  have  to  a  union 
with  the  thirteen  Colonies,  who  are  struggling  in  the  glorious 
cause  ol  freedom ;  we  arrived  here  a  few  days  since  in 
prosecution  of  that  design,  but  are  extremely  happy  to 
find,  that  General  Schuyler  and  yourself  have,  in  a  great 
measure,  by  your  prudence  and  foresight  anticipated  our 
business,  and  rendered  a  journey  into  Canada,  in  some 
measure,  unnecessary  at  present,  which  indeed  we  rather 
decline,  on  account  of  the  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  improbability  of  your  being  able  to  lend  us  any 
assistance,  while  the  enemies  of  the  natural  rights  of  man 
continue  their  hostilities  against  our  fellow-subjects  in  that 
Province,  and  confine  your  attention  to  those  military  ope- 
rations which  are  necessary  to  procure  their  relief.  We 
cannot  help,  however,  expressing  the  ardent  wishes  of  the 
Congress,  that  you  would  cherish  the  first  dawnings  of 
liberty  among  a  people  who  have  early  testified  their  sense 
of  its  value,  if  we  may  be  admitted  to  judge  from  the  as- 
sistance they  afforded  you  in  repelling  its  enemies ;  that 
you  would  assure  them  that  the  honourable  the  Congress 
have,  through  us,  declared,  that  they  hold  their  rights  as 
dear  as  their  own,  and  that  on  their  uniting  with  them  they 
will  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  for  them  and 
their  posterity  the  blessing  of  free  Government,  and  that 


security  of  their  proj)erty  which  is  derived  from  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution  ;  that  they  hold  sacred  the  rights  of  con- 
science, and  will  never  disturb  them  in  the  free  enjoyment 
of  their  religion.  The  honourable  Congress  recommend  it 
to  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  a  free 
meeting  of  the  people  in  their  several  Parishes,  out  of 
whom  to  choose  a  Provincial  Convention,  who  will  form 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  present  exigencies  may 
render  necessary  for  their  Province ;  from  this  body  they 
hope  that  Delegates  will  be  chosen  to  meet  and  co-operate 
with  them  in  such  measures  as  they  shall  think  necessary 
for  their  mutual  security,  against  the  unjust  violences  of  an 
arbitrary  Ministry  ;  if  the  unsettled  state  of  the  Province 
should  prevent  a  free  and  full  representation  of  the  whole 
Colony,  yet  the  honourable  the  Congress  will  acquiesce 
in  the  choice  of  such  Towns,  Parishes,  and  Districts,  as  may 
think  it  proper  to  send  Deputies.  Or  if,  previous  to  their 
meeting  in  Congress,  they  should  have  any  difficulties 
which  it  is  out  of  your  power  to  remove,  a  Committee  of 
Congress  will,  at  any  time,  when  the  communication  is  more 
open,  be  ready  to  meet  and  confer  with  them  on  the  sub- 
ject, at  Albany,  Montreal,  or  any  other  place,  which  they 
may  think  proper  to  appoint.  We  need  not  mention  to 
you  the  propriety  of  punishing,  in  the  severest  manner,  any 
of  our  troops  who  should  so  far  forget  the  duty  that  they 
owe  to  us  and  our  worthy  allies,  as  to  offer  the  least  injury, 
either  to  their  property  or  persons.  We  know  not  your 
arrangement  of  the  Army,  but  presume  you  have  not  in  the 
distribution  of  commissions  overlooked  the  merit  of  those 
who  deserve  well  of  their  country,  or  suffered  those  to  be 
advanced  who  have  merited  its  censure.  General  Schuyler 
has  enclosed  our  last  instructions,  which  will  show  you  the 
design  of  the  Congress-vvith  respect  to  (^uebeck,  but  which 
from  your  letter  we  find  you  have  already  in  some  mea- 
sure anticipated.  We  also  give  you  our  sense  with  respect 
to  the  clothing  and  bounty  to  the  troops ;  in  the  manage- 
ment of  which,  we  must  rely  upon  your  prudence,  and 
doubt  not  that  the  Congress  will  make  good  any  engage- 
ments into  which  you  may  have  found  it  necessary  to  enter. 
The  other  subjects  of  our  conference  with  the  General, 
some  of  which  are  mentioned  to  you  in  his  letter,  and 
others  wanting  the  sanction  of  Congress,  we  think  it  unne- 
cessary at  present  to  trouble  you  with.  The  post  being 
just  about  to  depart,  we  cannot  enlarge  ;  if  any  other  oppor- 
tunity should  offer,  we  may  write  you  again  before  we  leave 
this.  We  congratulate  you  upon  the  happy  success  of  our 
arms,  and  hope  shortly  to  hear  that  your  prosperous  endea- 
vours has  left  no  fooling  to  our  enemies  in  that  country, 
from  which  they  hoped  to  draw  the  most  effectual  sup- 
plies. 

We  remain  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  humble 

servants,  o  d    t 

'  KoBERT  K.  Livingston, 

Robert  Treat  Paine, 

John  Langdon. 

To  General  Montgomery,  w 

In  Congress,  December  23,  1775. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  articles  are 
necessary  for  the  Army,  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  following  goods  and  stores  are  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, and  ought  to  be  imported  as  soon  as  possible,  viz: 

Sterling. 

60,000  striped  blankets,  suppose  5s.     -  £15,000  00 
120,000  yards  6-4  broadcloth,  the  colours 
to  be  brown  and  blue,  from  Zs. 

to  6s.,  average  4s.  -     -     -     -  24,000  00 
10,000  yards  ditto,  of  different  colours, 

for  facing,  at  4s.      -     -     -     -  2,000  00 
3,000  pieces  duffield,   or  some   such 

cloth,  at  90s.  per  piece,    -     -  13,500  00 
100,000  sorted  needles,  5s.     -     -     -     -  25  00 
50,000  ditto,  none  very  fine,  5s.      -    -  12  10 
10,000  ditto,  for  sail  cloth,  10s.       -     -  5  00 
3,000  pieces  raven's  duck,  25s.     -     -  3,750  00 
3,000  pieces  ticklenburgs,  65s.      -     -  9,750  00 
1,500  pieces  osnaburgs,  at  .55s.     -     -  4,125  00 
1,000  pieces  vittery,  (a  IVencA  manu- 
facture,) 55s. 2,7.50  00 

4,000  pieces  Hamburgh  dowlass,  20s.  4,000  00 

20,000  stand  of  arms,  25s.  -     -     -     -  25,000  00 
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300  tons  of  lead,  £18,     -     -     -     -      £5,400  00  main  here?     The  prisoners  from  Conarfd,  of  wliom  J?o^er 

1  000  WK)  flints,  5s.  per  1,000,       -     -     -  250  00  Sherman,  Esq.,  can   inform,   are  extremely   desirous   of 

'     1500  boxes  tin,  40s. 3,000  00  liberty  to  return  to  Montreal  on  their  parole,  to  submit  to 

Iron  wire,  properly  sorted  for  it,      -     -     -  500  00  the  direction  and  orders  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 

Medicines,  surgeon's  instruments,  lints,  and  army  there.     Is  it  not  best  to  grant  the  request  to  thera 

bandages, 2,000  00  who  are  with  us  ?  . 

500  sheets  copper,  of  difTerent  sizes,  ave-  Monsieur  Jean  Onllat,  the  merchant,  is  escaped  from 

raoe  at  36s.       --- 900  00  us,  with  design,  as  is  supposed,  to  get  on  board  the  Asia. 

"  '  The  pursuers  have  not  found  him.     He  is  likely,  at  pre- 

£116,467   10  sent,  to  lie  concealed  not  far  from  this  place. 

— "         I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obe- 

Your  Committee  having  also  taken   info  consideration  dient,  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

the  best  ways  and   means  for  supplying  the  Continental  _.     „  1 1    d       j     .  rr         i, 

uic  ucai  «a^s  a  ,     , ,  L,.,i'„„  ?„R„„„rt  tin,  ihp  The  Honourable  President  iJawcocAr. 

Treasury  with  silver  and  gold,  beg  leave  toKeport,  tnat  tne 

sum   of  ^160,000  be  laid  out  in  the   produce  of  these  

Colonies  and  exported,  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  this  robeht  h.  harbison  to  colonel  church. 

Congress,  to  proper  ports  in  Europe  and  the  West-Indies,  Cambridge,  December  23,  1775. 

and  there  disposed  of  for  gold  and  silver,  to  be  imported         ^^^.  j  ^^  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you 

into  the  Continental  Treasury  as  soon  as  may  be,  ,j,m  y^^^  ^,ay  include  Dr.  Richmond  in  your  Abstract  as 

Surgeon,  from  the  '21st  of  September,  the  date  you  men- 

ByHisEicellency,Wii.i.iKMTRYOs,Esq.,Captain-Ge7ie-  *'°""        ^"''     '^•'  Robert  H.  Harbison. 

ral  and  Governour-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Province  To  Colonel  Thomas  Church. 

of  New-York  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon  in  

America,  Chancellor  and  Vice- Admiral  of  the  same.  ^^^^^^^  Washington  to  the  genebal  coubt  or  mas- 

A  Pboclamation.  sachusetts-bay. 

Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands  Cambridge,  December  23, 1775. 

prorogued    to   the  first   day   of  January    next.     1    have         g^j^.  Notwithstanding    the    great   pains   taken   by   the 

thought  fit,  for  His  Majesty's  service,  to  prorogue,  and  I  Quartermaster-General  to  procure  blankets  for  the  army, 

do,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  fur-  j,g  g„j|g  |j  impossible  to  procure  a  number  sufficient.     He 

ther  prorogue  the  said  General  Assembly  to  the  first  day  j^^g  j^j^j  jj,^  different  places  to  the  southward  without  suc- 

of  February  next  ensuing;    of  which   all   His  Majesty's  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^,|,3(  ^^^^  j[,g^g  ^^g  engaged  to  supply  the  troops 

subjects  concerned  therein  are  required  to  take  notice,  and  j^  gg^i,  place. 

govern  themselves  accordingly.  Our  soldiers  are  in  great  distress,  and  I  know  of  no  other 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal-at-arms,  in  the  City  of  ^^  remedy  the  evil  than  applying  to  you.     Cannot 

New-York,  on  the  23d  day  of  December,  one  thousand  3^^^,^  j,g  ^^^  f^^^^  jhe  different  towns?    Most  houses  could 

seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  in  the  sixteenth   year  of  ^^^^^  ^^^ .    g^^g  ^f  them  many.      If  your    honourable 

the   reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Third,  by  y^^^g  ^m  pig^gg  j^  ,aj.g  jj^ig  ^ff^^^  yn^gr  your  immediate 

the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  consideration,  and  by  some    means  or  other  procure  as 

King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth.  ^^^^  a^  pa„  j,g  spared  f^om  the  house-keepers,  you  will  do 

William  Tbyon.  infinite  service  to  this  Army,  and  very  much  oblige  your 

By  His  Excellency's  command  :  humble  servant,  ^^^^^^^  Washington. 

Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Deputy  Secretary. 

God  save  the  Kin"-.  The  same  to  the  New- Hampshire  Convention  ;  the  same 

to  Governour  Trumbull,  Connecticut;  the  same  toGovern- 
our  Cooke,  Rhode-Island, 
covebnour  tbumbull  to  president  or  congress.  

[Read  January  1,  1776.]  WILLIAM  WATSON  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

New-Haven,  December  23,  1775.  Plymouth,  December  23,  1775. 

Sib:  I  received  this  evening  General  Washington's  fa-  gm:  The  bearer,  Captain  Samuel  Jackson,  comes  with 
vour  of  the  14th  instant,  by  the  hands  of  Monsieurs  Fene<  ^\^  prisoners,  (a  midshipman  and  five  sailors,)  put  by  Cap- 
and  De  Pliarne,  two  French  gentlemen,  who  laid  before  tain  Talbot,  of  the  Niger  frigate,  on  board  tiie  brigantine 
him  a  plan  for  furnishing  the  Continent  with  military  stores,  p^-ton;  which  brigantine  was  taken  by  said  frigate  about 
which  seems  to  promise  success ;  but  not  thinking  himself  eighteen  days  ago,  near  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  and  order- 
authorized  to  make  a  contract  with  them,  hath  prevailed  g^  -^^^^  Boston.  This  brigantine  was  retaken  last  Wednes- 
upon  them  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  to  lay  their  proposals  rf„j,,  by  our  people,  and  was  brought  into  this  port.  Captain 
before  the  Continental  Congress,  for  their  consideration  Jackson,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  acquaint  your  Excellency 
and  final  determination.  y^■^^l^  ii^g  paiiiculars,  as  he  had  a  principal  hand  in  retaking 

The  General   requests  me  to  supply  them  with  such  },er.     This  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  zealous,  active,  worthy  friend 

necessaries  as  they  may  want,  and  to  have  carriages  pro-  ,o  i,is  country,  and  has  been  principal  in  taking  all  the 

vided  for  expediting  their  journey  as   much  as  possible  ;  prizes  which  have  been  brought  into  this  port  by  private 

which  is  complied  with,  proper  carriages  and  assistance  vessels.     Jacob  Taylor,  a  friend  and  relative  of  this  Mr. 

is  afforded   them  without  delay,  and  hope  their  plan  and  Jackson,  was  mate  on  board  Captain  Martindale,  (who  was 

services  may  be  such  as  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  ^^^^^  ^y  the  enemy  some  time  since,  for  which  1  am  sin- 

your  body,  according  to  what,  on  consideration,  the  same  merely  sorry,)  has  a  large  family,  and  in  poor  circumstances, 

may  appear  to  merit.  which  must  suffer  much  unless  some  way  can  be  devised 

I  have  received  your  favours  of  the  2d  and  8th  of  De-  f^r  his  redemption.     I  am  very  unwilling  to  give  your  Ex- 

cember,  instant.     Apprehend  men  for  the  Continental  ser-  cellency  trouble,  and  must  ask  your  pardon  when  I,  at  the 

vice,  to  fill  the  regiments  from  this  Colony,  will  be  soon  ^gry  earnest  request  of  Taylor's  friends  and  unhappy  fami- 

inlisted.     The  zeal  and  ardor  of  this  people  to  promote  jy^  gsk  your  Excellency  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  ex- 

the  common  cause  is  not  abated.     Our  Assembly  remains  change  Mr.  Curtis,  the  Midshipman,  for  Taylor,  and  when 

sitting.  c      I  I  )         •  ^  entreat  your  Excellency  to  interpose  in  behalf  of  this 

There  are  no  officers  from  St.  John  s  arrived  here,  ex-  miserable  family,  and  of  an  unhappy  man,  who  has  con- 
cept Captain  Hunter,  of  the  sloop.  Lieutenant  Smuh,  of  Juced  with  di-mity,  and  has  been  very  active  in  the  noble 
the  Artillery,  Dr.  Sandon,  with  some  of  their  dependants  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  from  the  beginning, 
and  servants,  about  a  fortnight  ago ;  and  yesterday,  Cap-         j  ^^  your  Excellency's  much  obliged,  most  humble  ser- 
tain  MeKay,  who  is  very  desirous  to  be  sent  to  the  place  yj,„t 

where  the  rest  are  destined.     If  that  be  elsewhere,  is  it  '  William  Watson. 

not  best  to  send  him  to  be  with  them,  rather  than  to  re-  To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 
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COLONEL  HOBART  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIKE  CONGRESS. 

Medford,  December  23,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  late  honour- 
able Congress,  Colonel  Walker  and  I  proceeded  to  this 
place,  to  pay  our  troops  to  the  1st  of  August.  We  were 
not  particularly  instructed  how  to  pay  ihem,  but  were  di- 
rected to  pay  them  in  the  same  way  that  the  Colony  of 
the  Massachusetts- Bay  pay  their  troops.  In  order  to  know 
their  establishment,  we  wailed  upon  the  honourable  Coun- 
cil, who  favoured  us  with  a  copy,  iiere  enclosed,  which  is 
different  from  what  we  expected.  Instead  of  paying  bil- 
leting, they  pay  one  penny  per  mile  to  the  camp.  The 
number  of  miles  each  man  travelled  is  ascertained  in  their 
pay-rolls,  and  the  sum  due  carried  off  against  each  man's 
name,  and  added  to  the  whole  amount  of  his  wages.  This, 
together  with  paying  by  lunar  months,  gives  all  our  Cap- 
tains the  trouble  of  making  new  rolls,  and  our  Colony  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  paying  more  money  than  we  ex- 
pected. 

They  are  very  explicit  in  the  Colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, in  putting  all  their  stoppages  into  their  rolls, 
guns,  blankets,  &c.,  in  order,  as  they  say,  that  dupli- 
cates may  be  sent  to  the  Continent  to  refund  the  money. 
If  we  are  to  be  as  explicit  in  our  rolls,  I  am  afraid  they 
•will  be  imperfect ;  for  the  amount  of  guns,  blankets,  &.C., 
supplied  by  so  many  hands,  and  some  of  them  so  intricate, 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find  out  the  true  state  of  the 
matter.  However,  I  shall  lose  no  time,  nor  spare  no  pains 
in  my  power,  to  put  every  thing  in  as  clear  and  true  a  light 
as  possible;  and  shall  cheerfully  observe  your  commands, 
and  obey  your  instructions,  as  far  as  I  am  capable.  Colo- 
nel Walker  will  give  you  any  information  about  these  mat- 
ters, and  in  particular  how  much  money  it  will  take  to  com- 
plete our  business.  The  great  despatch  with  which  the 
recruits  were  lately  raised  in  our  Colony,  and  the  eager 
speed  of  their  march  to  guard  the  lines  against  our  unnatu- 
ral enemies,  has  done  great  honour  to  New-Hampshire. 

Gentlemen,  I  most  heartily  wish  you  the  Divine  influ- 
ence and  direction  in  the  important  matters  before  you  ; 
and  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  ser- 

'  Samuel  Hobart. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  at  Exeter. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  December  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  15th  instant,  came  yes- 
terday to  hand,  with  copies  and  extracts  of  your  late  letters 
to  Congress.  I  have  with  great  attention  perused  them. 
I  am  very  sorry  to  find,  by  several  paragraphs,  that  both 
you  and  General  Montgomery  incline  to  quit  the  service. 
Let  me  ask  you,  sir,  when  is  the  time  for  brave  men  to  ex- 
ert themelves  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  their  country,  if 
this  is  not  ?  Should  any  difficulties  that  they  may  have  to 
encounter,  at  this  important  crisis,  deter  them  ?  God  knows 
there  is  not  a  difficulty  that  you  both  very  justly  complain 
of,  that  I  have  not,  in  an  eminent  degree,  experienced — 
that  I  am  not  every  day  experiencing.  But  we  must  bear 
up  against  them,  and  make  the  best  of  mankind  as  they 
are,  since  we  cannot  have  them  as  we  wish.  Let  me,  there- 
fore, conjure  you  and  Mr.  Montgomery  to  lay  aside  such 
thoughts  ;  thoughts  injurious  to  yourselves,  excessively  so 
to  your  country,  which  calls  aloud  for  gentlemen  of  your 
abilities. 

You  mention  in  your  letter  to  Congress,  of  the  20th 
ult.,  that  the  clothing  was  to  remain  at  Albany,  as  General 
Montgomery  would  provide  the  troops  in  Canada.  I  wish 
they  could  be  spared  for  this  Army,  for  we  cannot  get 
clothing  for  half  of  our  troops.  Let  me  hear  from  you  on 
this  subject  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  proofs  you  have  of  the  Ministry's  intention  to  en- 
gage the  Savages  against  us  are  incontrovertible.  We  have 
other  confirmations  of  it  by  several  despatches  from  John 
Stuart,  ihe  Superintendent  of  the  Soutiiern  District,  which 
luckily  fell  into  my  hands,  being  found  on  board  a  sloop 
sent  by  Lord  Dunmore,  bound  to  Boston.  She  was  taken 
by  one  of  our  armed  vessels.  These,  with  many  letters  of 
consequence  from  his  Lordship,  I  have  lately  sent  to  Con- 
gress. 

1  hope  soon  to  hear  that  Colonel  Knox  has  made  good 
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progress  in  forwarding  the  artillery.  It  is  much  wanting 
for  the  works  we  have  lately  thrown  up.  1  have  wrote  a 
letter,  the  10th  instant,  to  General  Howe,  respecting  Mr. 
Allen,  of  which,  and  the  answer,  you  have  copies  en- 
closed. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  sir,  yours,  &.C., 

Georce  Washington. 
Major-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 

GENERAL  GATES  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Head-Quarters,  December  24, 1775. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  his  Excellency  the  General's  di- 
rections, I  am  to  desire  that  you  will  acquaint  him,  if  you 
do  not  think,  from  the  weather,  (the  information  of  the 
deserter  you  sent  this  morning  to  Cambridge,  and  all  other 
circumstances,)  that  this  night  will  be  likely  to  prove  fa- 
vourable to  the  enierprise  you  mentioned  yesterday  to  the 
General.  If  that  is  your  opinion,  it  will  be  previously  neces- 
sary for  you  to  come  and  communicate  the  whole  of  your 
plan  to  the  General,  and  receive  his  orders  thereupon. 

At  gun-firing,  it  will  be  necessary  to  acquaint  the  Gen- 
erals, Putnam,  Heath,  and  Greene,  with  your  intention, 
that  no  unnecessary  alarm  may  create  confusion,  but  that 
every  thing  may  be  conducted  in  a  soldier-like  manner,  to 
succour,  sustain,  and,  if  necessary,  cover  the  retreat  of  your 
party. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adj't  General.  " 

To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Winter-Hill. 

P.  S.  It  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  come  to  Head- 
Quarters,  unless  you  choose  it;  but  be  careful  to  acquaint 
the  other  Generals  with  your  intention. 

r 

GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  01* 
SAFETY. 
Camp,  near  Wintor-Hill,  December  24,  1775. 

Much  esteemed  Gentlemen  :  I  do  myself  the  honour 
of  transmitting  you,  by  Colonel  Burnham,  a  Return  of  the 
Militia  sent  by  you  from  New- Hampshire.  The  troops  are 
exceeding  good,  their  spirit  much  applauded,  and  your 
vigorous  exertions  in  procuring  and  sending  them  so  sea- 
sonably meets  with  just  reward  ;  namely,  the  thanks  of  the 
Army. 

Colonel  Burnham  v/ou\d  have  returned  some  time  since, 
but  one  company  did  not  arrive  till  yesterday,  and  he  could 
not  return  till  he  had  mustered  them.  He  has  been  much 
engaged  in  taking  care  of  the  troops,  and  has  been  of  sin- 
gular service  to  them  and  me.  I  wish  you  to  make  him 
up  in  your  bill,  and  forward  the  same  for  payment  before 
the  time  of  inlistment  is  expired. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  incst  obedi- 
ent servant,  •,         c, 

'  John  Sullivan. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety.  ' 

■  ^ 

PHILIP  CALLBECK  to  GENERAL  WASHINGTON.  \ 

Province  of  Massacliusetts.Bay,  Winter-Harbour,  ) 
December  24,  1775.       J 

Sir  :  I  should  but  ill  deserve  the  generous  treatment 
your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  show  me,  had  1  not 
gratitude  to  acknowledge  so  great  a  favour.  I  cannot 
ascribe  any  part  of  it  to  my  own  merit,  but  must  impute 
the  whole  to  the  philanthropy  and  humane  disposition 
that  so  truly  characterizes  General  Washington.  Be  so 
obliging,  therefore,  to  accept  of  the  only  return  in  my 
power,  that  of  my  most  grateful  thanks ;  and  be  assured 
my  conduct  shall  bear  so  strictly  in  unison  with  that  of  the 
gentleman,  so  as  at  all  limes  to  secure  to  myself  the  honour 
I  now  embrace,  of  subscribing  myself,  with  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble,  and  much  obli- 
ged servant,  r>  f 
&                 '                                        Philip  Callbeck. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington.  ' 

Fearful  I  should  encroach  on  your  Excellency's  time,  1 
have  declined  giving  you  a  detail  of  the  continued  distress 
and  persecution  that  has  attended  me  since  1  had  the 
honour  of  taking  my  leave.  I  have  made  my  friend,  Ma- 
jor Frazer,  partly  acquainted  with  it,  and  requested  him  to 
watch  a  convenient  opportunity. 


/ 
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The  Case  of  Philip  Callbeck,  late  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Island  of  St.  John's,  and  Thomas 
Wright,  one  of  the  Council,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
Surveyor-General  of  said  Island,  addressed  to  General 
Washington. 

That  on  Friday,  the  17th  November,  two  privateers 
arrived  at  Charlottetown,  the  capital  of  said  Island  ;  and 
immediately  after,  Captains  Broughton  and  Selman,  who 
commanded  said  vessels,  landed  with  two  parlies  under 
their  command.  That  Mr.  Callbeck  met  Selman  on  his 
landing,  who,  notwithstanding  a  very  civil  reception,  m- 
stantly" ordered  him  on  board  one  of  the  vessels,  without 
permitting  him  to  return  to  his  house,  though  requested  so 
to  do ;  and,  as  he  was  going  on  board,  one  of  the  party 
insolently,  without  any  provocation,  struck  him. 

That  as  soon  as  Mr.  Callbeck  was  conveyed  on  board, 
he  received  a  message  from  Selman  to  send  the  keys  of  his 
house,  stores,  Stc,  otherwise  he  would  break  the  doors 
open.  On  receipt  of  the  message,  Mr.  Callbeck  sent  the 
keys  with  one  of  his  clerks,  (who  was  detained  a  prisoner,) 
that  he  might  attend  and  open  the  doors  of  such  places  as 
should  be  required  to  be  inspected  into.  Upon  the  clerk's 
informing  Selman  of  Mr.  Callbeck's  directions,  he  told  him 
he  did  not  want  his  assistance,  and  desired  him  to  deliver 
the  keys,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

That  Broughton  and  Selman,  with  their  party,  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  a  store  in  which  there  was  a  very  large 
and  valuable  assortment  of  goods,  all  of  which,  except  some 
very  insignificant  articles,  they  sent  on  board  Selman's  ves- 
sel.   After  which,  although  they  had  the  keys  of  the  doors, 
they  broke  open  two  other  stores,  out  of  which  they  took 
the  most  valuable  articles,  together  with  the  entire  stock  of 
provisions  that  Mr.  Callbeck  had  provided  for  his  family's 
Winter  support  and  the  inhabitants  immediately  about  him. 
That  they  next  went  into  Mr.  Callbeck's  dwelling-house, 
where  they  examined  all  his  private  papers,  broke  the  bed- 
chambers, closets,  and  cellar  doors  open.     In  Mrs.  Call- 
beck's  bed-room  they  broke  open  her  drawers  and  trunks, 
scattered  her  clothes  about,  read  her  letters  from  her  mo- 
ther and  sisters,  took  the  bed  and  window  curtains,  bed  and 
bedding,  Mrs.  Callbeck's  rings,  bracelets,  and  trinkets,  also 
some  of  her  clothes.     They  then  took  the  parlour  window 
curtains,  looking-glasses,  carpets,  and  several   articles  of 
plate  and  household  furniture,  &tc.,  &.C.;  also,  all  the  por- 
ter, rum,  Geneva,  and  wine,  (except  one  cask,  which  they 
stove  the  head  into  and  drank  the  whole   out.)     At  the 
same  time  they  plundered  the  whole  of  Mrs.  Callbeck's 
little  stores  of  vinegar,  oil,  candles,  fruit,  sweetmeats,  ba- 
con, hams,  &.C.     Not  yet  satiated  with  wanton  depreda- 
tions, they  next  went  to  Mr.  Callbeck's  office,  from  which 
they  took  some  of  his  clothes,  &,c.,  the  Province  silver  seal, 
Governour   Patterson's   commission,  two    trunks    full    of 
goods,  his  clerk's  desk  and  wearing  apparel ;  opened  Mr. 
Callbeck's  bureau  and  desks,  read  all  his  papers,  some  of 
which  were  of  great  importance  in  his  private  connections. 
Tliat  after  they  had  ravaged  Mr.  Callbeck's  house  and 
out-houses,  they  broke  into  Governour  Patterson's  house, 
(in  which  no  person  resided,)  out  of  which  they  took  the 
window  curtains,  carpets,  looking-glasses,  cases  of  knives 
and  forks,  silver  spoons,  table  linen,  sheets,  bedding,  his 
wearing  apparel,  and  the  church  furniture,  which  was  de- 
posited in  his  house,  &c.,  &.C.,  broke   a  quantity   of  his 
china,  and  drank  what  liquors  were  in  the  house. 

That  after  they  had  accomplished  thus  far  of  their  cruel- 
ty, they  made  Mr.  Wright  a  prisoner,  and,  with  insulting 
language,  laughed  at  the  tears  of  his  wife  and  sister,  who 
were  in  the  greatest  agony  of  distress  at  so  cruel  a  separa- 
tion from  their  husband  and  brother. 

That  after  Mr.  Wright  came  on  board  where  Mr.  Call- 
beck was  confined,  they  represented  the  treatment  they  had 
received,  and  the  confidence  they  had  that  Broughton  and 
Selman  had  no  orders  to  commit  such  outrages,  they,  for 
the  purpose  of  justifying  themselves,  read  their  orders,  by 
which  it  appeared  they  were  no  way  directed  to  go  to  the 
Island,  and  that  they  were  particularly  cautioned  not  to 
abuse  private  property ;  upon  which  Mr.  Callbeck  and 
Wright  laboured  all  in  their  power  to  convince  them  of 
their  not  having,  in  any  respect,  conformed  to  their  instruc- 
tions or  orders.  They  urged  the  cruelty  of  taking  thera 
away,  and,  though  it  was  probable  they  would  be  imme- 


diately dismissed,  yet  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for 
them   to   get  back  to  the  Island  before  the  Winter  set  in, 
the  season  being  so  far  advanced.     Notwithstanding  the 
reiteration  of  every  argument  that  could  be  offered,  they 
were  deaf  to  every  feeling  or  sensation,  and  determined  to 
take  away  Mr.  Callbeck  with  his  effects,  and  Mr.  Wright. 
That  Mr.  Callbeck  supposes  tiiey  have  in  their  custody, 
of  his  property,  to  the  amount  of  two  thousand   pounds 
sterling.     To  exaggerate  the  cruel  treatment   he   has  re- 
ceived, is  impossible;  and  it  is  equally  so  even  to  give  an 
exact  detail  of  the  injuries  that  have  been  offered  to  him 
and  his  property.     All  his   papers  read,  some  of  which 
were  of  a  very  private  nature.     Although  they  had  all  his 
keys,  his  doors  broken  open  ;  his  effects,  and  the  provision 
and   necessaries  he  had  provided  for  his  family's  support, 
taken  away  and  wantonly  destroyed  ;  his  wife  left  destitute 
of  every  support;  not  so  much  as  a  candle  to  burn.    Also, 
between  seventy  and  eighty  people,  who  were  lately  ar- 
rived on  the  Island,  and  depended  on  him  for  their  siipport 
during  the  Winter,  are  left  without  any  sort  of  provisions, 
some  of  whom,  if  not  all,  will  inevitably  perish  for  want, 
which  would  have  been  prevented  had  Mr.  Callbeck  been 
permitted   to  stay ;  of  this  both  Broughton  and  Selman 
were  informed  by  him,  as  well  as  other  persons.     Not  to 
add  the  further  disadvantages  that  Mr.  Callbeck  suffers  by 
being  taken  away,  he  is  debarred  from  assisting  Mrs.  Call- 
beck in  her  distressed  situation,  and  taking  the  necessary 
care  of  what  remains  of  a  shattered  fortune.     What  has 
been  left  of  his  property  on  the  Island,  is  in  the  hands  of 
servants,  who  doubtless  will   be  neglectful,  and,  perhaps, 
avail  themselves,  under  the  depredations  that  have  been 
committed  on  his  property,  by  alleging  several  of  his  effects, 
which  they  will  choose  to  plunder,  were  taken  away  by 
Broughton  and  Selman,  and  party.     They,  by  their  con- 
duct, have  left  Mrs.  Callbeck  open  to  these  apprehensions; 
for,  although  it  was  urged  and  requested  by  his  clerks,  that 
an  inventory   should   be  taken  of  the  effects  they  took 
away,  they  would  not  permit  it,  nor  would  they  suffer  the 
clerks  to  stand  by  while  they  were  sending  the   things 
away,  which  were  sent  in  the  utmost  disorder. 

To  make  it  still  more  doubtful,  and  to  give  the  inhabi- 
tants an  opportunity  to  plunder,  Broughton  and  Selman, 
after  they  made  a  prisoner  of  Mr.  Wright,  suffered  some 
of  their  people  to  remain  on  shore,  (without  an  officer,) 
who  broke  the  doors  and  windows  of  Governour  Patter- 
son's and  Mr.  Callbeck's  houses,  and  a  second  time  law- 
lessly entered  and  took  out  what  they  pleased,  and  finished 
what  liquors  had  been  left  in  both  houses. 

That  during  their  voyage  some  articles  of  plate,  and 
other  of  Mr.  Callbeck's  property,  were  found  hidden,  and 
in  the  custody  of  the  common  people.  So  that,  even  upon 
a  supposition  that  Mr.  Callbeck  will  be  ordered  his  pro- 
perty, he  will  doubtless  be  a  very  considerable  loser. 

That  Mr.  Callbeck  and  Wright,  wantonly  torn  from 
their  families,  have  been  brought,  in  a  state  of  captivity, 
upwards  of  six  hundred  miles,  by  sea,  to  this  Province. 
During  their  passage  they  have  suffered  many  inconveni- 
ences,°and  since  their  landing  they  have  travelled  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles. 

That  Mr.  Callbeck  and  Wright  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  trouble,  Sic,  &;c.,  and  so  concludes. 


COLONEL  HOWE   TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  VIRGINIA 
CONVENTION. 

Norfolk,  December  25,  1775. 

Yesterday,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Bellcio,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  you,  with  a  copy  of  those  I  have  written  to  him. 
Though  Colonel  Woodford  And  myself  were  sensible  it  was 
our  duty  to  withhold  from  him,  as  much  as  in  our  power 
lay,  those  supplies  he  wishes  to  obtain,  yet  the  moderate 
conduct  he  has  pursued,  and  the  sentiments  of  humanity 
by  which  he  seems  to  be  actuated,  induced  us  to  delay  an 
answer  till  to-day,  and  to  couch  it  in  terms  which  cannot 
but  show  him,  that  occasion,  not  inclination,  had  influence 
upon  our  conduct.  Captain  Bellew's  letter  was  brought 
us  by  one  of  his  Lieutenants ;  he  expressed  for  himself 
and  every  officer  on  board,  the  reluctance  they  should  feel, 
if  compelled  by  necessity,  they  should  be  obliged,  by  ma- 
rauding parties,  to  snatch  from  the  indigent  farmers  of  this 
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Colony  those  provisions  they  were  so  willing  to  purchase. 
I  thought  proper,  sir,  to  give  you  this  information  ;  and 
through  you,  Colonel  Woodford  and  myself  beg  leave  to 
submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  your  honourable  Board, 
whether  we  are  to  show  any  indulgence  to  those  people, 
and,  if  we  are,  to  what  bounds  we  are  to  extend  it. 

Major  Rujjin,  and  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  Mi- 
Bute-Men,  arrived  last  night;  it  was  a  seasonable  relief  to 
our  soldiers,  almost  worn  out  with  duty  this  very  bad 
weather. 

I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  yesterday,  and  are 
made  happy  to  6nd  our  proceedings  are  approved  of.  The 
orders  it  conveys,  and  all  others  which  we  may  receive, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  execute  with  the  greatest  punctuahty. 


POST-OFFICES  UNDEB  THE  CROWW  DISCONTINUED. 

General  Post-Office,  New- York,  December  25,  1775. 

Whereas,  the  Provincial  Convention  at  Annapolis  has 
passed  a  Resolve,  "  That  the  Parliamentary  Post  (as  they 
are  pleased  to  term  it)  shall  not  be  permitted  to  sufler  or 
travel  in,  or  pass  through  that  Province  with  any  mail, 
packages,  or  letters;"  and,  in  consequence  of  that  Resolve, 
have  taken  His  Majesty's  mail  from  the  Post-Office  at 
Baltimore,  with  the  letters  contained  therein.  The  Com- 
mittee at  Philadelphia  having  also  taken  the  mail  con- 
taining all  the  last  packet  letters  to  the  Southward,  opened 
many  of  them,  to  the  great  hurt  of  individuals;  and  signi- 
fied to  the  Postmaster  their  intention  of  stopping  all  others 
for  the  future ;  and  other  of  His  Majesty's  mails  having 
been  taken  and  obstructed,  notice  is  hereby  given  to  the 
publick,  that  the  Deputy  Postmaster-General  is  obliged, 
for  the  present,  to  stop  all  the  Posts.  They  are  also 
hereby  desired  to  take  notice,  that  for  the  safety  of  the 
letters  coming  by  the  next  or  any  future  packet,  they  will 
be  kept  on  board,  and  the  names  of  those  who  shall  have 
letters  will  be  advertised,  that  they  may  either  apply  them- 
selves, or  write  to  their  friends  in  this  city  to  take  them 
up.  An  order  in  writing  from  the  person  to  whom  any 
letters  may  be  directed  will  be  necessary. 

Francis  Dashwood,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  December  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  to  address  myself  to  you  the 
19th  instant,  since  which  I  have  received  undoubted  in- 
formation, that  the  genuine  instructions  give  to  Connolly 
have  not  reached  your  hands,  that  they  are  very  artfully 
concealed  in  the  tree  of  his  saddle,  and  covered  with  can- 
vass so  nicely,  that  they  are  scarcely  discernable;  that  those 
which  were  found  upon  him  are  intended  to  deceive,  if  he 
were  caught.  You  will  most  certainly  have  his  saddle 
taken  to  [)ieces  in  order  to  discover  this  deep  laid  plot. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  General  Howe's  letter  in  answer  to 
the  one  I  wrote  him  the  18th  instant;  the  conduct  I  am 
to  observe  towards  Brigadier  Prescott,  in  consequence  of 
these  letters,  the  Congress  will  oblige  me  by  determining 
for  me. 

The  gentlemen  by  whom  you  sent  the  money  are 
arrived  ;  the  sum  they  brought,  though  large,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  answer  the  demands  of  the  Army,  which  at  this 
time  are  remarkably  heavy.  There  are  three  months'  pay 
due,  one  month's  advance,  two  dollars  for  each  blanket, 
the  arms  which  are  left  by  those  who  are  dismissed  to  be 
paid  for,  besides  the  demands  which  are  on  the  Commis- 
sary and  Quartermaster-Generals.  You  will,  therefore,  see 
the  necessity  of  another  remittance,  which  1  beg  may  be  as 
soon  as  you  conveniently  can.  I  will  take  the  opportunity 
of  the  return  of  those  gentlemen,  to  send  Colonel  Kirk- 
land  to  you  for  examination,  and  that  you  may  dispose  of 
him  as  to  you  may  seem  proper. 

A  Committee  from  the  General  Court  of  this  Province 
called  on  me  the  other  day,  informing  me  that  they  were  in 
great  want  of  ordnance  for  defence  of  the  Colony;  that  if 
what  belonged  to  them,  now  in  use  here,  was  kept  for  the 
Continent,  they  will  he  under  the  necessity  of  providing 
themselves  with  others ;  of  course  what  is  kept  must  be 
paid  for.  There  are  many  of  the  cannon  of  very  little  use  ; 
such  of  them  as  are  good  I  cannot  at  present   part  with. 


Perhaps  when  1  receive  the  supply  from  Ntw-York  and 
Canada,  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  spare  them. 

Mr.  Wadsworth  has  sent  in  his  report  respecting  Cape- 
Cod  harbour,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  receive  herewith  ; 
also  a  letter  received  from  a  Mr.  Jacob  Bayley,  put  into  my 
hands  by  Colonel  Little ;  it  contains  some  things  that  may 
not  be  unworthy  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

We  have  made  good  progress  in  the  works  on  Lech- 
mere.^  s  Point;  they  would  have  been  finished  ere  this,  but 
for  the  severity  of  the  weather,  which  prevents  our  people 
from  working. 

1  received  a  letter  from  Governour  Cooke,  which  ex- 
presses the  fears  of  the  people  of  Rhode-Island,  lest  the 
ships,  which  we  had  information  were  sailed,  with  some 
troops  on  board,  were  destined  iov  Ntvyport ;  I  sent  Major- 
General  Lee  there,  to  point  out  to  them  such  defence  as 
he  may  think  the  place  capable  of.  I  sincerely  wish  he 
may  be  able  to  do  it  with  effect,  as  that  place,  in  its  pre- 
sent state,  is  an  asylum  for  such  as  are  disaffected  to  Ame- 
rican liberty. 

Our  returns  of  inlistments  to  this  day  amount  to  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  ^  ,,r 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  an  estimate  of  the  demands  of  the 
Army. 

PELEG  WADSWORTH  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

December  16,  1775; 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  Agreeable  to  your 
orders  of  the  5th  instant,  I  have  examined  the  harbour 
of  Cape-Cod,  and  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  Cape-Cod 
makes  a  very  extensive  harbour  with  any  winds  from  the 
west  to  north  and  northeast,  and  shipping  may  conveniently 
ride  out  of  the  reach  of  cannon,  although  the  whole  shore 
was  lined  with  them.  But  the  Cove,  which  may  be  strictly 
called  the  harbour,  might  be  pretty  well  commanded  from 
an  eminence  on  the  shore.  This  might  deprive  an  enemy 
of  the  most  commodious  part  of  the  harbour,  prevent  their 
watering,  rendezvous,  Sic,  &ic. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  bumble  ser- 
vant, Peleg  Wadsworth. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

GENERAL  HOWE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON, 

Boston,  December  31,  1775. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  am 
to  acquaint  you  that  my  command  does  not  extend  to 
Canada ;  nor  having  received  any  accounts  wherein  the 
name  of  Allen  is  mentioned,  I  cannot  give  you  the  smallest 
satisfaction  upon  the  subject  of  your  letter ;  but  trusting 
Major-General  Carleton's  conduct  will  never  incur  cen- 
sure upon  any  occasion,  I  am  to  conclude  in  the  instance 
of  your  inquiry,  that  he  has  not  forfeited  his  past  preten- 
sions to  decency  and  humanity.  It  is  with  regret,  con- 
sidering the  character  you  have  alvrays  maintained  among 
your  friends,  as  a  gentleman  of  the  strictest  honour  and 
delicacy,  that  I  find  cause  to  resent  a  sentence  in  the  con- 
clusion of  your  letter,  big  with  invective  against  my  supe- 
riors, and  insulting  to  myself,  which  should  obstruct  any 
further  intercourse  between  us. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Howe. 
To  George  Washington,  Esq. 


colonel  JACOB  BAYLEY  TO    COLONEL    LITTLE. 

Newbury,  November 24, 1775. 

Sib:  Means  have  been  taken,  I  do  not  doubt,  to  secure 
the  conquest  at  Canada,  and  also  to  connect  the  Colony 
with  ours;  yet  as  I  am  nigh  to  it,  and  somewhat  acquainted 
with  that  country,  would  beg  leave  to  let  you  know  ray 
thoughts  of  the  matter.  I  say  to  you  as  I  need  some  one 
of  my  acquaintance  who  may  be  able  to  assert  my  sin- 
cerity;  I  am  not  able  any  other  way  to  improve  the  one 
talent  I  have,  being  settled  in  so  remote  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  since  the  war,  applying  myself  wholly  in  carrying 
on  the  settlement  of  this  country,  so  that  of  late,  1  have  had 
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but  little  acquaintance  with  gentlemen  who  are  now  at  the 
head  of  Colony  affairs.  I  must  suppose  that  it  will  be 
needful  that  a  body  of  men  are  the  next  Spring  stationed  in 
Canada,  for  if  the  whole  is  not  subdued  this  season,  it  must 
be  done.  If  taken  must  be  kept  from  France  as  well  as 
England.  It  would  not  surprise  me,  if  after  the  French 
had  assisted  us  to  drive  off  the  Regulars,  they  should  take 
it  out  of  our  hands  for  France.  Of  what  vast  importance 
to  us  is  the  country,  and  how  easy  it  is  defended.  But 
one  fortress  commands  the  whole  from  any  foreign  power, 
and  whatever  nation,  or  people,  holds  the  fortress,  com- 
mands all  the  back  settlements  of  the  United  Colonies,  and 
the  most  extensive  fur  and  skin  trade  in  the  universe.  I 
cannot  but  be  thankful  that  the  councils  of  our  adversaries 
are  turned  into  foolishness  in  respect  to  Canada,  for  if 
they  had  taken  possession  of  (^ucbeck  and  Netc-  York, 
with  what  strength  they  brought  to  Boston,  how  would  the 
matter  have  been  by  tliis  time  with  the  Colonies ;  but  Pro- 
vidence has  interfered  in  our  behalf. 

1  would  not  lose  so  precious  a  jewel  as  Canada;  the  great 
difficulty  we  have,  or  shall  have  to  keep  it,  is  for  want  of  a 
communication  by  land  into  that  country,  altogether  by 
land,  which  we  may  have  from  this  to  St.  John's,  which 
will  not  exceed  ninety  miles,  by  which  quick  intelligence, 
and  an  army  may  be  thrown  into  that  country  from  this 
in  six  days ;  no  danger  then  of  a  fleet  and  army  from  Bri- 
tain or  France.  We  can  provide  here  for  any  number  on 
their  march,  and  when  in  Canada,  there  is  no  want;  a 
road  also,  will  connect  these  people  with  ours ;  trade  might 
be  carried  on,  or  proposed,  which  will  secure  the  trading 
part ;  our  people  doubtless  are  amongst  them,  which  will 
wear  out  their  Popish  bigotry;  until  that  is  the  case,  no  great 
trust  to  the  French.  Supposing  we  set  up  for  independen- 
cy, how  much  value  is  the  fur  and  skin  trade  of  that  vast 
extensive  river,  lakes  and  country,  (doubtless  a  million  a 
year.)  On  the  whole,  considering  every  circumstance,  con- 
venience and  situation,  I  could  heartily  urge  that  you  use 
your  endeavour  that  such  a  road  be  thought  upon  and  done 
early,  as  early  as  April ;  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  for- 
ward it.  The  course  from  this  is  nearly  forty  degrees  north- 
west to  Montreal.  We  are  sixty  miles  east  of  Crown-Point ; 
nearly  north  from  Hartford;  northwest  from  Boston,  one 
hundred  and  forty  miles;  from  Newbury  northwesterly  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  miles ;  about  the  same  distance 
from  Portsmouth;  but  the  maps  will  inform  ;  Dr.  Langlon's 
is  a  very  good  one.  If  you  remember,  it  is  but  two  years  last 
October,  that  you.  Esquire  Stevens  and  myself,  sent  a  sur- 
veyor, chain-man,  Sic,  who  measured  and  marked  a  road 
to  Missisque  Bay,  and  it  is,  undoubtedly,  good  for  a  road 
so  far,  which  is  two-thirds  of  the  way;  indeed,  our  line  ter- 
minated forty-five  degrees  north  latitude.  I  had  thoughts 
that  the  road  be  carried  to  the  east  of  Missisque  Bay,  but 
there  is  danger  of  drowned  land ;  should  it  be  so,  a  ferry 
at  the  mouth  of  Missisque  river,  which  will  be  but  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  ;  cross  J  find-Mill  Point,  another  ferry  of 
the  same  width,  then  a  good  road  may  be  had  to  Conaga, 
at  thirty  miles  distance,  about  six  miles  above  Montreal. 
But  I  would,  if  practicable,  make  a  road  without  being 
troubled  with  water ;  water  carriage  is  good,  and  answers 
an  excellent  end ;  but  what  1  would,  is,  that  if  we  have  a 
sudden  call  from  Canada,  we  may  repair  thither  without 
any  hindrance.  For  suppose  Canada  to  be  in  our  hands 
next  May  or  June,  we  are  certain  a  fleet  and  army  are  in 
the  mouth  of  St.  Lawrence,  destined  to  reduce  (^ucbeck, 
an  army  sufHcient  to  repel  might  be  sent  this  way  season- 
ably, and  I  must  think,  that  in  the  hands  of  the  Ministry,  it 
is  their  greatest  advantage  against,  and  in  our  hands  as 
much,  and  more,  if  can  be,  and  I  have  always  wondered 
that  the  wise  heads  against  us,  if  any  there  be,  had  not 
struck  on  New-York  and  Q^uebeck,  which  would  have  cut 
off  the  communication  between  the  North  and  South  Co- 
lonies, and  harassed  our  frontiers,  which  are  of  a  great 
extent.  The  Indians  would  have  been  in  their  favour. 
We  could  not  have  stood  out  till  now;  therefore,  let  us 
make  by  the  advantage  they  have  given  us. 

I  do  not  know  the  situation  of  the  entrance  into  York, 
but  I  should  think,  if  possible,  that  harbour  ought  to  be 
secured  for  divers  reasons.  York  is  of  more  consequence 
to  us,  than  all  the  harbours  to  the  east.  How  easy  would 
It  have  been  for  the  King's  troops  and  shipping,  to  have 
cut  off  the  communication  between  the  North  and  South 


Colonies,  by  faking  possession  of  New- York  and  the  North 
river,  and  would  not  numbers  have  joined  them  at  York, 
and  will  not  the  King  take  possession  there  this  winter  ? 
1  trow  not.  1  believe  yet,  if  the  King  had  possession  of 
Canada,  before  next  June  there  would  be  a  communica- 
tion open  for  them  by  Albany.  Even  now,  in  the  Win- 
ter, fortifications  ought  to  be  built  at  Sandy-Hook,  to  keep 
out,  &ic.  1  only  speak  of  this  as  it  comes  in  my  way.  I 
have  sent  to  Colonel  Bedel,  to  see  to  the  road  on  that 
side,  but  I  am  afraid  the  post  will  not  get  there,  it  is  so 
bad  crossing  the  lakes  at  this  season.  If  this  road  was 
done,  four  days  would  come  tidings.  The  affair  of  this 
road  must  be  soon  concluded  upon,  as  provisions  should 
be  provided  in  the  Winter,  and  it  is  much  easier  got  now, 
than  in  April  or  May.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  return 
from  you  as  soon  as  possible ;  how  your  publick  affairs 
stand.  1  would  be  willing  to  do  any  thing  tliat  might  con- 
tribute to  so  glorious  a  cause  that  we  are  now  engaged  in. 

I  have  wrote  in  a  broken  manner  my  thoughts;  you  may 
pick  out  what  of  mine  you  like,  and  add  to  your  own  ;  per- 
haps you  will,  in  so  much,  find  something.  When  you  go 
to  Boston  save  your  and  our  Scotch  people,  if  they  are 
friends.  I  would  recommend  that  you  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice, if  you  are  like  to  be  of  service.  I  don't  say  that  I 
will  not  join  the  army  in  the  Spring,  if  health  remain.  I  am 
now  in  good  health.     All  are  well  here. 

My  best  regards    to  the  honourable  gentlemen  in   the 

Army.    From  your  humble  servant,       »  o 

^  ■'  '      Jacob  Batley. 

general  orders. 
Head.Quartera,  Cambridge,  December  14,  1775. 
(Parole,  St,  Domingo.)  (Countersign,  France.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  15,  1775, 
(Parole,  Rockingham.)  (Countersi^,  Richmond.) 

The  Quartermasters  of  all  the  Regiments  are,  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  deliver  to  the  Deputy  Commissary-General, 
Mr.  Elisha  Avery,  all  the  Cider-barrels,  Butter-firkins  and 
Candle-boxes,  in  the  possession  of  their  respective  Corps, 
as  those  articles  are  very  much  wanted  for  the  publick 
service. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  IG,  1775. 
(Parole,  Raleigh.)  (Countersign,  Drake.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Decenibor  17,  1775. 
fParole,  Thanet.)  (Counicrjign,  Dorset.) 

When  fresh  Recruits  from  the  country  join  the  new  es- 
tablished Regiments,  the  Colonels,  or  commanding  officers 
of  those  Regiments,  are  to  discharge  the  like  number  of 
old  soldiers,  who  have  not  engaged  for  the  next  campaign, 
taking  care  to  part  with  the  most  indifferent  first. 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  to-morrow  morning  in 
Cambridge,  at  fen  in  the  forenoon,  to  try  such  persons  as 
shall  be  brought  before  them.  All  evidences  and  persons 
concerned,  to  attend  the  Court. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  18,  1775. 
(Parole,  Lechmere.)  (Countersign,  Scars.) 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  Regiments 
and  Corps  are  to  deliver  to  the  Adjutant-General,  at  or- 
derly time  next  Saturday,  their  pay  abstracts  for  the 
months  of  October,  November  and  December;  also,  an  ab- 
stract for  the  month  of  January  next,  for  each  of  the  new 
established  Corps,  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, having  been  pleased  to  order  all  those  who  have 
bravely  resolved  to  serve  this  country  another  year,  shall 
be  rewarded  with  one  month's  pay  advance. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  19,  1775. 

(Parole,  Dover's.)  (Countersign,  Hall.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  20,  1775. 

(I^irolo,  Fair/ax.)  (Countersign,  IVoodford.) 

In  consequence  of  a  complaint,  exhibited  by  the  Colo- 
nels and  commanding-officers  of  corps,  in  the  Brigade  upon 
Winter-Hill,  on  the  20lh  October  last,  against  Commis- 
sary-General Trumbull,  his  Excellency  is  pleased  to  order 
a  Court  of  Inquiry,  to  sit  to-morrow,  at  eleven,  in  the  fore- 
noon, to  examine  into  the  cause  thereof,     Major-General 
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Putnam,  with  the  Brigadiers  Sullivan,  Green,  and  Heath, 

to  compose  the  Court  of  Inquiry.     All  evidences  and  per-     (Parole,  Yorkshire.) 

sons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 

The  Court  will   sit  at   General  Putnam's  house;  the 
Judge  Advocate  to  attend. 


Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  25,  1775. 


(Countersign,  Savile.) 


I 


(Parole,  Lancaster.) 


Head.Quarters,  December  21,  1775, 
(Countersign,  Carlisle.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  22,  1775. 
(Parole,  Wilkes.)  (Countersign,  JNewnham.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  23,  1775. 
,P«roIe,  London.)  (Countersign,  L'venj.) 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  the  new  esta- 
blished Regiments,  will  each  of  them  receive,  on  Monday 
next,  from  the  Adjutant-General,  a  warrant  for  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  pay  their  men  for  their  blankets.  An  ex- 
act account  of  the  distribution  of  this  money  is  to  be  kept, 
and  rendered  when  called  for,  particularizing  the  men's 
names,  the  companies  they  belong  to,  and  the  towns  they 
come  from. 

The  Captains  of  the  Militia  companies,  are  again  called 
upon  to  make  out  exact  return-rolls  of  their  men,  specify- 
ing the  towns  they  come  from,  and  the  regiments  they  are 
joined  to. 

The  General  expects  from  the  officers  and  soldiers  a 
strict  obedience  to  the  general  standing  orders,  forbidding 
rambling  from  camp  without  leave,  and  hopes  every  person 
will  exert  himself  in  his  particular  station  to  preserve  order, 
and  that  alertness  so  necessary  in  an  army  within  cannon 
shot  of  their  enemy. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  24,  1775. 
(Parole,  Alfretl.)  (Coimtcmgn,  Hopkint.-^ 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  a 
Board  of  General  Officers  sat  yesterday  in  Cambridge,  and 
unanimously  recommended  the  following  rations  to  be  de- 
livered in  the  manner  hereby  directed,  viz  : 

Corned  Beef  and  Pork,  four  days  in  a  week. 

Salt  Fish  one  day,  and  fresh  Beef  two  days. 

As  Milk  cannot  be  procured  during  the  winter  season, 
the  men  are  to  have  one  pound  and  a  half  of  Beef,  or 
eighteen  ounces  of  Pork  per  day. 

Half  pint  of  Rice,  or  a  pint  of  Indian  Meal  per  week. 

One  quart  of  Spruce  Beer  per  day,  or  nine  gallons  of 
Molasses  to  one  hundred  men  per  week. 

Six  pounds  of  Candles  to  one  hundred  men  per  week, 
for  guards. 

Six  ounces  of  Butter,  or  nine  ounces  of  Hog's  Lard  per 
week. 

Three  pints  of  Peas  or  Beans  per  man  per  week,  or  ve- 
getables equivalent,  allowing  six  shillings  per  bushel  for 
Beans  or  Peas,  two  and  eight  pence  per  bushel  for  Onions, 
one  and  four  pence  per  bushel  for  Potatoes  and  Turnips. 

One  pound  of  Flour  per  man,  each  day;  hard  Bread  to 
be  dealt  out  one  day  in  a  week,  in  lieu  of  Flour. 

The  above  allowance  is  ordered  to  be  issued  by  the 
Commissary-General  to  all  the  troops  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies serving  in  this  Department,  until  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress,  or  the  Commander-in-chief,  thinks 
proper  to  alter  it. 

Captain  fVentworth  Stewart,  of  Colonel  Phinncy's  Re- 
giment, tried  at  a  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel 
Bricket  was  President,  for  "  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
gross  abuse  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  March,  of  the  said  regi- 
ment." The  Court  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  Cap- 
tain ^/ewari  is  guilty  of  repeated  abuse  to  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel March,  and,  therefore,  adjudge  that  he  ask  pardon  of 
Colonel  March,  before  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  and 
at  the  same  time  receive  a  severe  reprimand  from  Colonel 
Phinney. 

John  Wales,  in  Captain  Williams's  Company,  Colonel 
Greaton's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
"  robbing  the  Quartermaster-General's  store."  The  Court 
find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  forty-ninth  Arti- 
cle for  regulating  the  Massachusetts  Army;  and,  therefore, 
adjudge  him  to  receive  ten  lashes  upon  the  bare  back  with 
a  cat-o'-nine-tails. 

The  General  approves  the  above  sentences,  and  orders 
them  to  be  executed  the  first  fair  day. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOSEPH  REED. 

Cambridge,  December  25,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  same  time  that  I  thank  you  for  stop- 
ping visiters  in  search  of  preferment,  it  will  give  me  plea- 
sure to  show  civilities  to  others  of  your  recommendation. 
Indeed,  no  gentleman  that  is  not  well  known,  ought  to 
come  here  without  letters  of  introduction,  as  it  puts  me  in 
an  awkward  situation  with  respect  to  my  conduct  towards 
them. 

I  do  not  very  much  understand  a  paragraph  in  your  let- 
ter, which  seems  to  be  taken  from  mine  to  Colonel  Han- 
cock, expressive  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  Connecticut 
troops  to  be  deemed  Continental.  There  is  no  expression 
in  any  of  my  letters,  that  I  can  either  recollect  or  find,  that 
has  a  tendency  that  way;  further  than  their  unwillingness 
to  have  officers  of  other  Governments  mixed  in  their  corps; 
in  which  they  are  not  singular,  as  the  same  partiality  runs 
through  the  whole.  I  have,  in  some  measure,  anticipated 
the  desires  of  the  Connecticut  Delegates,  by  a  kind  of  re- 
presentation to  each  of  the  New-England  Governments  of 
the  impracticability  of  raising  our  complement  of  men  by 
voluntary  inlistments,  and  submitting  to  their  consideration 
whether,  if  the  powers  of  Government  are  sufficiently 
coercive,  each  town  should  not  be  called  upon  for  a  pro- 
portionate number  of  recruits.  What  they  will  do  in  the 
matter  remains  to  be  known.  The  militia,  who  have  sup- 
plied the  places  of  the  Connecticut  Regiments,  behave 
much  better  than  I  expected  they  would  under  our  want 
of  wood,  barracks,  and  blankets.  With  these  men,  and 
such  as  are  reinlisted,  I  shall  hope,  if  they  will  be  vigilant 
and  spirited,  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception,  if  they 
think  proper  to  come  out.  Our  want  of  powder  is  incon- 
ceivable. A  daily  waste,  and  no  supply,  presents  a  gloomy 
prospect.  I  fear  the  detention  of  the  vessels  from  your 
port  is  so  generally  known,  as  to  defeat  the  end.  Two 
men-of-war,  it  is  said,  put  into  New-  York  the  other  day, 
and  were  immediately  ordered  out,  supposed  to  Virginia. 

I  am  so  much  indebted  for  the  civilities  shown  to  Mrs. 
Washington  on  her  journey  hither,  that  I  hardly  know 
how  to  acknovfledge  them.  Some  of  the  enclosed  (all  of 
which  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  put  into  the  post-office) 
are  directed  to  that  end,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for 
presenting  my  thanks  to  the  commanding-officers  of  the 
two  battalions  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  honour  done  to  her 
and  me,  as  also  to  any  others  equally  entitled. 

I  very  sincerely  offer  you  the  compliments  of  the  season, 
and  wish  you  and  Mrs.  Jteed,  and  your  fireside,  the  happy 
return  of  many  of  them,  being,  dear  sir,  yours,  &.c. 

George  Washington. 
To  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

Cambridge,  December  25,  1775. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  inform  you 
that  he  is  very  apprehensive  that  the  troops  in  Boston, 
when  the  bay  is  frozen  sufficiently  hard  for  them  to  pass, 
will  take  the  hay  that  is  on  the  marsh  unless  it  is  removed. 
You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  have  notice  given  to  the 
persons  owning  it  to  take  it  away  and  secure  it  immedi- 
ately, or  his  Excellency  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
having  it  burnt. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Robert  H.  Harrison. 
To  Major-General  Ward.  "i 

COLONEL  MOYLAN  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLKTT. 

Cambridge,  December  25,  1775. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  is  come  to  hand. 
As  the  corn  and  oats  are  wanting  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
Colonel  MiJJlin  must  have  them.  He  will  give  the  price 
you  mention  for  the  one-third  belonging  to  the  captors. 
As  to  the  other  two-thirds,  it  is  of  little  consequence  what 
price  is  fixed  thereon.  Colonel  Glover  must  certainly 
have  been  mistaken  when  he  informed  you  that  his  Excel- 
lency was  willing  that  the  corn  and  oats  should  he  disposed 
of  at  your  place.  It  could  not  be  his  meaning,  as  he  knew 
the  want  the  Quartermaster  was  in  for  them.     I  wish  you 
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would  send  up  immediately  the  baggage  belonging  to  Cap- 
tain Foster's  people,  for  they  are  in  a  very  dirty  condition  ; 
also  for  such  of  Captain  Adams's  men  as  are  here.  I  do 
not  know  what  directions  to  give  you  relative  to  the  porter. 
We  must  order  a  survey  on  it,  and  judge  by  the  report  of 
its  value.  I  think  some  butts  would  sell  well  at  camp. 
I  am,  Sic,  Stephen  Moyuan. 

To  William  Barthtt,  Esq.,  Beverly. 

INSTBUCTIONS  TO  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  PORTSMOUTH, 
NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  December  25,  1775. 
Last  Monday,  at  a  publick  town  meeting,  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen  Delegates  to  represent  this  town 
m  Provincial  Congress  now  convened  at  Exeter;  and,  by 
a  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  Instructions  for  them, 
they  were  the  ne^t  day  unanimously  voted  by  the  Town. 

To  Samuel  Cults  and  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esqs.,  and  Cap- 
tain Pierce  Lov^. 

Gentlemen:  As  the  approaching  session  of  the  Con- 
gress will  be  attended  with  the  consideration  of  matters  of 
more  importance  than  ever  came  before  any  body  of  men 
in  this  Colony,  your  constituents  desire  your  stiict  atten- 
tion to  these  their  instructions,  supposing  your  motives  in 
accepting  our  choice  of  you  to  be  those,  alone,  of  promo- 
ting the  publick  good. 

The  precept  sent  to  this  town  for  the  choice  of  Dele- 
gates, mentions  our  taking  up  a  form  of  Government  in  this 
Colony.  This  we  conceive  to  be  a  measure  to  be  entered 
on  with  the  greatest  caution,  calmness,  and  deliberation. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  the  present  times  are  too  unsettled 
to  admit  of  perfecting  a  form,  stable  and  permanent;  and 
that  to  attempt  it  now  would  injure  us,  by  furnishing  our 
enemies  in  Great  Britain  with  arguments  to  persuade  the 
good  people  there  that  we  are  aiming  at  independency, 
which  we  totally  disavow.  We  should,  therefore,  prefer 
the  government  of  the  Congress,  till  God,  in  his  provi- 
dence, shall  afford  us  quieter  times. 

If,  however,  the  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  esta- 
blish a  new  form  of  Government,  we  enjoin  you,  that  no 
private  pique  or  prejudice  may  seclude  from  the  appoint- 
ment to  any  place  of  honour  or  profit  men  of  approved 
honour  and  integrity ;  whether  members  likely  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  such  places,  who  you  have  every  reason  to  think 
sought  an  election,  that  you  do  every  thing  in  your  power 
to  prevent  their  appointment. 

The  courts  of  justice  in  this  Colony,  you  are  sensible, 
have  long  slept.  We  earnestly  require  you  that  you  use 
your  influence  in  the  Congress  tftat  the  law  may  have  its 
course,  not  only  for  the  punishment  of  offenders  but  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  just  debts,  under  such  regulations 
as  the  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  think  proper. 

As  the  dastardly  and  inhuman  behaviour  of  the  persons 
hitherto  intrusted  by  the  British  Ministry  to  execute  their 
designs  against  America,  convince  us  that  they  will  take 
all  advantages  of  the  weakness  of  any  post,  while  they 
artfully  avoid  all  such  as  are  in  a  situation  to  make  a  re- 
sbtance,  we  desire  you  will  pay  proper  attention  to  the 
further  fortifying  and  guarding  the  port  of  Piscataqua, 
now  the  frontier  of  the  Colony  ;  and  that,  in  general,  you 
spare  no  pains  to  have  every  part  of  this  Colony  in  a  state 
of  defence.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  we  give  you 
this  instruction,  we  recommend  it  to  you  that,  if  a  plan  of 
accommodation  be  proposed,  the  completion  of  which  will 
terminate  in  an  honourable  settlement  of  the  present  dis- 
putes, you  give  your  assent  thereto ;  and  we  the  more 
readily  advise  this,  because  we  are  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  the  present  measures  are  countenanced  by  the  British 
nation  in  general,  (ever  remarked  for  their  true  valour  and 
love  of  freedom,  and  who,  when  they  are  fully  acquainted 
with  the  dispute,  will  undoubtedly  approve  the  conduct  of 
their  sons,  so  like  that  of  their  ancestors  at  the  Revolu- 
tion,) but  rather  that  they  are  the  schemes  of  a  set  of  men 
lost  to  every  sentiment  of  true  honour,  and  sunk  into  a 
state  of  dissipation  and  luxury,  which  they  are  endeavour- 
ing to  support  by  subjugating  the  most  loyal  subjects  their 
master  could  boast  of. 

As  we  are  firmly  persuaded  the  measures  we  are  taking 
for  the  preservation  of  our  freedom  are  highly  justifiable 


in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  we  are  determined  to  hazard 
our  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  prosecution  of  them,  con- 
vinced that  our  brethren  in  every  part  of  the  Colony  are 
actuated  by  the  same  motives,  and  will  readily  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  publick  expense  ;  you  will>  therefore,  be 
careful  to  see  that  the  proportion  be  equitably  adjusted 
with  respect  to  this  town,  which  has  already  greatly  suf- 
fered by  the  loss  of  its  trade,  almost  its  only  support^  and 
of  the  revival  of  which  there  is  at  present  no  prospect. 

We  particularly  recommend,  that  you  strictly  guard 
against  every  measure  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  cause 
disunion  ;  and  that,  at  all  times,  you  keep  sight  of  this  re- 
commendation, as  a  disagreement  among  ourselves  is  what 
our  enemies  are  earnestly  wishing  for,  and,  consequently, 
what  we  should  be  more  particularly  careful  to  see  them 
disappointed  in. 

You  will  use  your  endeavours  that  any  Committees  of 
Safely,  which  may  be  appointed  by  the  Colony  Congress, 
may  be  directed,  in  their  recess,  to  sit  in  this  town,  which, 
in  all  probability,  will  he  the  seat  of  action,  and  may  want 
the  readiest  assistance;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be 
kept  under  short  adjournments. 

We  entertain  the  highest  and  most  grateful  sense  of  the 
nierit  and  bravery  of  such  of  our  brethren  as,  at  this  time, 
are  called  forth  to  "jeopard  tlieir  lives  in  the  high  places 
of  the  field,"  and  hope  this  Colony  will  be  behindhand  in 
none,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  rewarded,  taking  due 
care,  at  the  same  time,  to  keep  up  the  very  just  and  ne- 
cessary line  of  distinction  between  the  civil  and  military 
powers. 

You  will,  from  time  to  time,  inform  the  Town  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  such  matters  of  importance  as  are  pro- 
posed to  be  transacted  in  Congress,  and  take  their  advice 
and  instruction  thereon,  or  that  of  our  constituents  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  if  the  said  Committee  shall  think 
proper.  

REMONSTRANCE  FROM  THE  TOWN  OF  PORTSMOUTH. 

To  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
Hampshire,  now  convened  at  Exeter  _/br  the  preser- 
vation of  the  liveSi,  liberties,  and  properly,  of  said 
Colony. 

The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Portsmouth,  in  town  meeting  assembled,  hum- 
bly shows :  That  the  great  rise  of  goods  has  given  much 
uneasiness,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  already 
being  much  distressed  by  being  the  frontier,  and  the  total 
loss  of  its  trade,  but  also  to  those  of  the  Colony  in  gene- 
ral. Although  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have 
recommended  that  the  Committees  of  the  several  towns 
should  regulate  this  matter,  yet,  inasmuch  as  we  have  been 
informed  that  goods,  although  high,  are  higher  at  New- 
bury and  Salem,  and  higher  at  Cambridge,  we  are  of  opi- 
nion that  it  is  too  extensive,  as  well  as  too  delH;ate,  an  affair 
to  be  in  the  power  of  any  Town  Committee  to  rectify. 

We,  therefore,  look  up  to  the  superior  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress, entreating  that  they  will  take  up  the  matter  on  a 
general  plan,  and  afibrd  such  relief  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires. 

And  your  Memorialists  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

John  Penhallow,  Town  Clerk. 
Portsmouth,  Docombcr  25,  1775. 


JAMES  LYON  TO  GENERAL  WASHJNGTON. 

Machias,  December  25,  1775. 

Sir  :  You  doubtless  remember  to  have  seen  an  applica- 
tion from  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  this  place,  for  leave 
to  go  against  Nova-Scotia,  which  might  probably  have 
been  taken  then  with  very  little  difficulty.  But  we  were 
informed  that  such  an  expedition  could  not  be  carried  on 
at  that  time  with  proper  secrecy,  and  that  there  was  immi- 
nent danger  from  the  King's  siiips.  The  same  difficulties 
may,  possibly,  lie  in  the  way  now,  if  any  troops  are  col- 
lected and  sent  from  any  part  near  the  Head-Quarters.  I 
apprehend  that  secrecy  is  as  necessary  now  as  ever  it  was; 
and,  if  only  one  proper  person,  at  a  suitable  place,  be 
ordered  to  conduct  the  whole  affair,  it  v/ill  probably  suc- 
ceed. 

There  have  been  many  applications,  I  dare  say,  from 
many  persons  and  places ;  but,  were  I  to  point  out  a  suit- 
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able  place,  I  sliould  mention  this,  as  it  is  near  to  Nova- 
Scotia,  I  should  be  more  at  a  loss  for  a  proper  person  to 
conduct  the  enterprise.  I  know  of  fitter  persons  than  my- 
self, in  many  respects,  but  they  are  strangers  to  the  Pro- 
vince and  people.  But  {  have  dwelt  there  for  years,  and 
have  a  personal  acquaintance  with  almost  all  the  principal 
men,  and  know  the  country  well.  I  should  rejoice,  there- 
fore, in  the  appointment  to  this  necessary  business  ;  and,  if 
your  Excellency,  together  with  those  only  who  must  ne- 
cessarily be  acquainted  with  the  appointment,  (for  1  choose 
none  but  they  should  know  any  thing  of  the  matter,)  in 
your  great  wisdom  should  see  fit  to  appoint  me,  I  will  con- 
duct the  expedition  with  the  utmost  secrecy,  and  {Deo 
adj.)  will  add  to  the  dominions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress another  Province,  before  our  enemies  are  able  to 
defend  it.  All  I  require  is  sufficient  authority  to  collect  as 
many  troops  as  I  see  fit  in  this  Eastern  country,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  thousand  men,  and  vessels  to  convey  them  to 
the  place  of  action,  and  blank  commissions  for  the  neces- 
sary officers  of  a  thousand  more,  to  be  filled  up  as  I  shall 
find  expedient,  in  Nova-Scotia,  where  the  men  are  to  be 
raised,  put  into  the  Continental  pay,  and  left  there  to  de- 
fend the  country  when  taken.  And  further,  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  provisions,  ammunition,  arms,  &c.,  be 
sent  here  about  the  middle  of  March. 

Your  Excellency  may  inquire  about  me  as  much  as  you 
please,  of  Benjamin  Foster,  Esq.,  Captain  Stephen  Smith, 
Captain  O'Brian,  and  Mr.  Shannon,  for  these  gentlemen 
I  should  choose  to  have  as  companions,  but  do  not  choose 
that  they,  or  any  other  persons  living,  should  know  any 
thing  of  the  design  (if  this  petition  is  granted)  until  it  is 
time  to  embark,  except  those  persons  only  who  have  au- 
thority to  appoint.  The  above-mentioned  gentlemen  know 
nothing  of  this  application. 

The  reduction  of  Nova- Scotia  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  lies  near  my  heart,  on  account  of  my  many 
suffering  friends  in  that  Province,  and  on  account  of  the 
many  advantages  that  would  arise  from  it  to  this  Colony, 
and  to  this  place  in  particular.  But,  should  the  Govern- 
ment appoint  another  person  to  conduct  the  expedition,  I 
shall  cordially  acquiesce,  and  pray  for  his  success,  as  I  ever 
do  that  God  may  smile  on  all  the  American  arras,  till  all 
our  enemies  are  subdued  before  us. 

Your  Excellency  will  not  take  amiss  what  my  zeal  for 
the  honour  and  safety  of  my  country  constrained  me  to 
write. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  very  humble 

and  obedient  servant,  t  t 

'  James  Lton. 

His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies. 

ADVICES  FROM  AMERICA. 

(London  Gazette,)  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Whitehall,  ; 

December  26,  1775.      $ 

By  the  last  advices  received  from  Quebeck,  of  the  26th 
of  October,  it  appears  that  General  Carleton,  who  was 
then  at  Montreal,  and  formed  a  considerable  corps  of  Ca- 
nadians and  English,  that  he  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Maclean, 
who  commanded  another  corps  on  Sorel  river,  were  pre- 
paring to  proceed,  by  separate  routes,  to  the  relief  of  St. 
John's,  which  had  been  for  some  time  invested  by  the  Re- 
bels, without  their  being  able  to  make  an  impression  upon 
it ;  and  that  there  was  the  greatest  probability  that  the 
country  would  be  soon  cleared  of  those  invaders,  whose 
force  was  considerably  diminished  by  sickness  and  deser- 
tion, and  in  great  want  of  necessary  supplies. 

There  are  no  advices  from  Boston  later  than  the  12th 
of  October,  when  General  Gagehh  it,  invested,  as  before, 
by  the  Rebel  army,  which  had,  however,  attempted  no- 
thing since  the  affair  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

The  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governour  of  Virginia,  ac- 
quaints the  Secretary  of  Slate,  in  a  letter  dated  the  22d  of 
October,  on  board  the  ship  William,  off  Norfolk,  that  on 
the  15th,  his  Lordship  had  landed  with  a  party  of  between 
seventy  and  eighty  men,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town 
of  Norfolk,  and  destroyed  seventeen  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  brought  off  two  more,  which  had  been  carried  away 
from  that  town  by  the  Rebels,  and  concealed  in  the  coun- 
try; that  on  the  17th  he  had  landed  again,  at  about  eight 
miles  from  the  town,  and  marched  between  two  and  three 


miles  into  the  country,  where  about  two  hundred  Shirt- 
men  were  collected  to  oppose  him,  but  who  fled  into  the 
woods  upon  the  appearance  of  the  party,  leaving  behind 
them  some  small-arms  and  ammunition,  which  his  Lord- 
ship carried  off.  That  on  the  19th  he  had  again  landed, 
and  destroyed  ten  guns,  and  brought  off  six,  at  a  distance 
of  two  mile* from  the  coast;  and  on  the  20th  brought  off 
six  more.  And  on  the  21st,  the  day  before  his  Lordship's 
letter  is  dated,  he  had  landed  again,  and  brought  off  ten 
guns  and  two  cohorns,  and  about  sixty  small-arms,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  ball  of  different  sizes;  and  his  Lordship 
imagines  there  are  not  any  military  stores  remaining  in  the 
possession  of  the  Rebels  in  that  part  of  the  Province. 

In  these  several  landings,  his  Lordship  made  seven  pri- 
soners, among  whom  is  one  Robinson,  a  Deputy  to  the 
Provincial  Convention,  andone  Mat  hews,  a  czpidi'm  of  the 
Minute-Men.  

CHESTER  COUNTY,  (PENNSYLVANIA,)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  December  26,  1775. 

Extract  from  the  Votes  of  Assembly. — "  All  Battalions 
now  formed,  as  well  as  those  hereafter  to  be  formed,  are 
desired  to  make  the  necessary  returns  of  their  officers,  with 
their  respective  ranks,  to  the  Committee  of  their  County; 
and  the  Committees  are  desired  to  certify  such  returns, 
with  their  respective  ranks,  to  the  Committee  of  their 
County;  and  the  Committees  are  desired  to  certify  such 
returns,  with  the  respective  rank  of  each  Battalion  in  their 
County,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  commissions  may 
be  issued  immediately  for  every  officer,  in  conformity  with 
these  Rules." — [Article  24.] 

This  Committee,  taking  the  foregoing  Regulation  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  Colonels  of  the  Militia  of 
this  County  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  requested  to  make 
the  necessary  Returns  of  their  Officers,  with  their  respec- 
tive ranks,  to  Colonel  Anthony  Wayne,  Chairman  of  this 
Committee ;  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  desired  to 
certify  such  Returns,  with  the  respective  Rank  of  each 
Battalion  in  this  County,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  by 
the  20th  day  of  January  next.  And  it  is  further  recom- 
mended, that  each  Township,  or  sufficient  number  of  As- 
sociators  to  form  a  Company,  (after  the  Companies  already 
formed  are  full,)  that  hath  not  already  chosen  their  Offi- 
cers, do  immediately  proceed  to  elect  them,  that  Returns 
may  be  made  as  above  directed.  And  it  is  further  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  Associators  of  this  County,  to 
acquiesce  under,  and  subscribe  their  names  to,  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  Military 
Associators,  as  formed  by  the  honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly of  this  Province,  until  there  may  be  an  opportunity 
of  an  amendment.  And  they  are  desired  to  pay  a  strict 
regard  and  attention  to  the  23d  Article,  which  is  in  these 
words :  "  No  Commissioned,  Non-commissioned  Officer,  or 
Private,  shall  withdraw  himself  from  the  Company  to 
which  he  belongs,  without  a  discharge  from  the  Command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Battalion;  nor  shall  such  person  be  re- 
ceived in  any  other  Company  without  such  discharge." 

Resolved,  That  Anthony  Wayne,  James  Moore,  Fran- 
cis Johnston,  Esquires,  Doctor  Samuel  Kennedy,  Caleb 
Davis,  William  Montgomery,  Persifor  Frazer,  and  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  gentlemen,  or  any  five,  or  more,  of  them,  be 
appointed,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  to  represent  this 
County  (if  occasion  be)  in  Provincial  Convention  for  the 
ensuing  year. — [Extract  from  the  Minutes.]  , 

H^  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Francis  Johnston,  Secretary. 

BCCK.S  county,  (PENNSYLVANIA,)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Backs  County,  December  26,  1775. 
This  Committee,  desirous  as  much  as  possible  to  prevent 
every  species  of  imposition  and  extortion,  which  design- 
ing person,  prompted  by  a  sordid  attachment  to  self-inte- 
rest, and  the  present  scarcity  of  sundry  articles  of  goods, 
may  be  tempted  to  commit,  have  directed  the  republication 
of  the  Ninth  Article  of  the  Continental  Association ;  and 
all  shop-keepers,  and  other  retailers  of  goods,  are  request- 
ed to  be  particularly  attentive  thereto,  as  a  wilful  viola- 
tion thereof  will  necessarily  incur  the  penalties  recommend- 
ed in  this  and  the  Eleventh  Article  of  said  Association.    ^ 
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Ninth  Article.  "  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  or  mer- 
chandise, will  not  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of  goods 
that  may  be  occasioned  by  this  Association,  but  will  sell 
the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  been  respectively  accus- 
tomed to  do  for  twelve  months  last  past.  And  if  any  ven- 
der of  goods  or  merchandise  shall  sell  any  such  goods  on 
higher  terms,  or  shall,  in  any  manner,  or  by  any  device 
whatsoever,  violate  or  depart  from  this  agreement,  no  per- 
son ought,  nor  will  any  of  us  deal  with  any  such  person,  or 
his  or  her  factor  or  agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any 
commodity  whatsoever." 
'   By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Henry  Wynkoop,  Clerk. 


COLONEL  MAXWELL  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Trenton,  December  2G,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  begun  to  write,  though  1  know  of  no 
opportunity  to  send  it,  as  the  communication  this  way  is 
not  passable  for  carriages  at  present. 

I  have  received  two  bundles,  one  of  breeches  and  the 
other  of  boots,  from  Mr.  H^hite,  which  1  will  forward  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  was  in  company  with  Mr.  Zietm,  one  of  the  Congress, 
on  his  way  hotne.  He  said  your  letter,  concerning  the 
Government  troops,  came  to  hand  the  evening  before  he 
set  off,  and  it  was  the  subject  of  discourse  of  a  number  of 
the  Delegates  for  a  considerable  lime,  though  in  a  private 
capacity  ;  and  he  said  it  was  acknowledged,  by  all  present, 
that  this  was  not  a  proper  place  for  them. 

The  people  of  this  place  and  Burlington,  on  proper 
application  made  to  them,  were  complacent  enough  to  order 
the  barracks  repaired,  and  provide  every  other  necessary 
in  their  powers.  I  find,  when  I  get  them  in  repair,  they 
will  be  large  enough  to  hold  my  regiment ;  and  it  will  be 
very  handy  to  exercise  them. 

1  hope  you  will  send  me  one  of  your  best  frocks  for  a 
pattern,  by  the  first  of  tiie  stage  carriages,  and  I  will  send 
It  back  again. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  very  humble  servant, 

William  Maxwell. 


GENERAL  SCHUTLEft  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  8,  1776.] 

Albany,  December  26,  1775. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  extract 
of  a  letter  which  1  yesterday  had  the  pleasure  to  receive 
from  General  Montgomery.  It  has  relieved  me  from  a  most 
distressing  anxiety,  occasioned  by  a  report  which  prevailed 
here,  that  General  Montgomery  was  killed.  Colonel  Arnold 
taken  prisoner,  and  our  Army  totally  defeated.  I  find  that 
this  lie  was  contrived  by  some  here,  inimical  to  us,  and  so 
industriously  circulated,  that  it  will  probably  reach  Con- 
gress before  this  letter. 

Not  one  of  the  recruiting  officers  is  as  yet  returned,  and 
I  fear  that  in  four  days  more  Ticonderoga,  Fort  George, 
and  this  place,  will  be  left  without  any  troops;  and  at  all 
these  places  there  are  so  many  stores,  that  it  gives  me 
great  uneasiness  that  they  should  be  left  without  proper 
guards  to  protect  them. 

As  I  have  no  troops  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  send 
a  garrison  to  the  fort  in  the  Highlands.  A  post  of  so  much 
importance  ought  not  to  be  left  without  a  strong  one.  I 
have  sent  Captain  Billings,  of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regi(nent, 
to  raise  a  company ;  he  thinks  he  can  speedily  effect  it.  I 
propose  to  send  him  to  the  Highlands,  unless  Congress 
should  direct  otherwise. 

The  officers,  prisoners,  are  making  daily  applications  to 
me  for  money  to  subsist  themselves  with,  and  [  find  myself 
under  a  necessity  of  supplying  them,  which  I  do  as  spa- 
ringly as  possible.  They  make  no  doubt  but  that  General 
Howe  will  order  their  subsistence  to  be  paid  whenever  he 
13  applied  to. 

I  am  informed  that  General  Carlcton  has  sent  home  all 
the  pilots  from  ^ueheclc,  probably  with  an  intention  to  have 
their  services  early  in  the  Spring. 

Congress  will  perceive  that  General  Montgomery  is  in 
sentiment  with  me  on  the  necessity  of  sending  a  reinforce- 
ment into  Canada.  If  any  preparations  are  to  be  made 
for  it,  no  time  is  to  be  lost,  as  the  boards,  iic,  &ic.,  must 


be  carried  to  the  spot  where  the  boats  are  to  be  construct- 
ed, before  the  Winter  breaks  up,  as  it  will  be  utterly  impos- 
sible after  that  to  procure  them. 

The  expense  of  expresses  from  here  to  Cambridge  rises 
so  high  that  I  believe  it  would  save  money  to  appoint 
a  post  to  go  from  hence  to  Springfield,  where  the  post  from 
iVew-  York  might  lake  the  letters  to  Cambridge,  and  on  his 
return  leave  those  for  this  place. 

Enclose  a  list  of  the  military  stores  intended  for  General 
Washington;  they  are  now  at  Fort-George,  and  as  we  have 
a  fine  fall  of  snow,  and  the  weather  extremely  cold,  I  hope 
to  see  them  here  on  their  way  to  Cambridge  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Macpherson,  my  Aid-decamp,  has  behaved  during 
the  whole  campaign  with  so  much  propriety  that  General 
Montgomery  has  entreated  me  to  recommend  him  to  Con- 
gress, and  beg  that  he  may  be  rewarded  with  a  Majority. 
I  most  sincerely  join  in  the  request,  and  I  believe  Congress 
never  will  have  occasion  to  repent,  should  they  be  so  good 
as  to  confer  the  favour. 

As  I  have  not  been  honoured  with  a  line  from  Congress 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  any  of  my  several  letters  of 
the  11th,  18th,  20th,  22d,and  27th  ultimo,  and  8lh  instant, 
I  begin  to  be  apprehensive  that  they  have  miscarried.  Be 
so  good  as  to  let  me  know  by  the  New-York  post  if  they 
are  come  to  hand  or  not. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

very  humble  servant,  „  c, 

■'  '  Philip  bcHUYLER. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  8ic. 


GENERAL  MONTGOMERY  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

[Read  January  17,  1776.] 
Head.Quartcrs  before  Quebeck,  December  26, 1775. 

My  DEAR  General:  When  last  I  had  the  honour  to 
write,  I  hoped,  before  now,  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to 
give  you  some  good  news.  I  then  had  reason  to  believe 
the  troops  well  inclined  for  a  coup-de-main.  I  have  since 
discovered,  to  my  great  mortification,  that  three  companies 
of  Colonel  Arnold's  detachment  are  very  averse  from  the 
measure.  There  is  strong  reason  to  believe  their  differ- 
ence of  sentiments  from  the  rest  of  the  troops  arises  from 
the  influence  of  their  officers.  Captain  .  .  .  .*,  who  has 
incurred  Colonel  ^/-noWs  displeasure  by  some  misconduct, 
and  thereby  given  room  for  harsh  language,  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it,  and  has  made  some  declarations  which  I  think 
must  draw  upon  him  the  censure  of  his  country,  if  brought 
to  trial.  Captain  ....*,  and  Captain  ....*,  seem  to 
espouse  his  quarrel.  A  field-officer  is  concerned  in  it,  who 
wishes,  I  suppose,  to  have  the  separate  command  of  those 
companies,  as  the  above-mentioned  Captains  have  made 
application  for  that  purpose.  This  dangerous  party  threat- 
ens the  ruin  of  our  affairs.  I  shall,  at  any  rate,  be  obliged 
to  change  my  plan  of  attack,  being  too  weak  to  put  that  in 
execution  I  had  formerly  determined  on.  I  am  much  afraid 
my  friend  ....  *  is  deeply  concerned  in  this  business. 
1  will  have  an  eclaircissemenl  with  him  on  the  subject.  I 
will,  hereafter,  acquaint  you  more  particularly  with  this 
matter.  In  the  mean  lime,  I  wish  you  would  not  mention 
names ;  for  I  know  not  whether  the  situation  of  affairs  will 
admit  of  doing  the  publick  the  justice  I  could  wish. 

Strain  every  nerve  to  send  a  large  corps  of  troops  down 
the  instant  the  Lake  is  passable.  It  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance we  should  be  possessed  of  Quebeck  before  suc- 
cours can  arrive ;  and  I  must  here  again  give  it  to  you  as 
my  opinion,  and  that  of  several  sensible  men  acquainted 
with  this  Province,  that  we  are  not  to  expect  a  union  with 
Canada,  till  we  have  a  force  in  the  country  sufficient  to 
ensure  it  against  any  attempts  that  may  be  made  for  its  re- 
covery. 1  believe  I  have  mentioned  this  in  my  last,  but  I 
cannot  help  repeating  it  again. 

One  difficulty  occurs  to  me  :  How  are  those  troops  to  be 
paid  here?  Tlie  Continental  money  will  not  be  received 
by  the  inhabitants.  I  had  distributed  part  of  it  to  the 
troops  at  Montreal;  few  would  receive  it.  The  conse- 
quence was,  the  soldiers  offered  it  for  less  than  its  value, 
and  so  it  became  depreciated.  One  scheme  has  occurred 
to  me,  which  I  shall  communicate  by  this  opportunity  to 
Price,  and  our  other  friends  at  Montreal.  If  they  can  send 
down  to  the  army  such  articles  as  soldiers  choose  to  lay 
[•  Namos  oraaod  in  the  original.] 
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out  their  money  upon,  employing  sutlers  for  that  purpose, 
who  will  receive  our  paper,  the  troops  may  then  be  paid 
in  Continental  currency,  which  will  not  be  depreciated, 
the  soldier  will  not  grumble,  as  he  may  be  regularly  paid, 
and,  by  degress,  the  inhabitants  may  acquire  confidence  in 
it,  seeing  our  merchants  take  it  freely.  What  hard  cash 
can  be  mustered,  might  pay  the  contingencies  of  the  army, 
such  as  transportation  of  baggage,  &c.,  and  purchase  pro- 
visions. 

I  am  amazed  no  money  is  yet  arrived.  The  troops  are 
uneasy,  and  shall,  by-and-by,  be  at  my  wit's  end  to  furnish 
the  army  with  provisions.  I  am  the  more  surprised,  as  I 
am  credibly  informed  cash  arrived  from  Philadelphia,  at 
Ticonderoga,  three  weeks  since.  I  have  almost  exhausted 
Price,  having  had  upwards  of  five  thousand  pounds,  York, 
from  him.  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
his  service.  He  has  been  a  faithful  friend  to  the  cause  in- 
deed. His  advice  and  assistance,  upon  every  occasion,  I 
have  been  much  benefited  by;  and  when  I  consider  that 
he  has  been  the  first  mover  of  those  measures,  which  have 
been  attended  with  so  many  and  great  advantages  to  the 
United  Colonies,  I  cannot  help  wishing  the  Congress  to  give 
him  an  ample  testimony  of  their  sense  of  his  generous  and 
spirited  exertions  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Having  so  early  reported  to  you  my  determination  to  re- 
turn home,  I  take  it  for  granted  measures  are  taken  to  sup- 
ply my  place.  Should  not  any  body  arrive  shortly  for  that 
purpose,  I  must  conclude  Congress  mean  to  leave  tlie  ma- 
nagement of  affairs  in  General  fVooster's  hands  ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  this  business  should  terminate  in  a  blockade,  I  shall 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  return.  However,  if  possible,  I 
shall  first  make  an  effort  for  the  reduction  of  the  town. 

I  will  shortly  comply  with  several  articles  of  directions 
which  I  have  received  from  you,  and  which  I  deferred  in 
hopes  of  complying  with  them,  before  now,  in  peaceable 
possession  of  (^ucbecJc.  The  strange,  divided  state  of  the 
troops,  all  this  campaign,  has  prevented  my  sending  re- 
turns, having  never  been  able  to  get  one  with  any  tole- 
rable exactness.  The  three  discontented  companies  are 
within  a  few  days  of  being  free  from  their  engagements. 
I  must  try  every  means  to  prevent  their  departure ;  and  in 
this  matter  I  am  much  embarrassed.  Their  officers  have 
offered  to  stay,  provided  they  may  join  some  other  corps. 
This  is  resentment  against  Arnold,  and  will  hurt  him  so 
much  that  I  do  not  think  I  can  consent  to  it. 

1  am,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Richard  Montgomery. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 

Cambridge,  December  26,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  did  not  reach 
this  place  till  Saturday  afternoon.  The  money  which  ac- 
companied it  caine  seasonably,  but  not,  as  it  was  so  long 
delayed,  quantum  sujficit,  our  demands  at  this  time  being 
peculiarly  great  for  pay  and  advance  to  the  troops;  pay 
for  their  arms  and  blanketing,  independent  of  the  demands 
of  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster-General. 

Lord  Dunmore's  letters  to  General  Howe,  which  very 
fortunately  fell  into  my  hands,  and  were  enclosed  by  me 
to  Congress,  will  let  you  pretty  fully  into  his  diabolical 
schemes.  If,  my  dear  sir,  that  man  is  not  crushed  before 
Spring,  he  will  become  the  most  formidable  enemy  Ame- 
rica has.  His  strength  will  increase  as  a  snow-ball,  by 
rolling,  and  faster,  if  some  expedient  cannot  be  hit  upon 
to  convince  the  slaves  and  servants  of  the  impotency  of 
his  designs.  Vou  will  see  by  his  letters  what  pains  he  is 
taking  to  invite  a  reinforcement,  at  all  events,  there,  and  to 
transplant  the  war  to  the  Southern  Colonies.  1  do  not 
think  that  forcing  his  Lordship  on  ship-board  is  sufficient. 
Nothing  less  than  depriving  him  of  life  or  liberty  will  se- 
cure peace  to  Virginia,  as  motives  of  resentment  actuate 
his  conduct  to  a  degree  equal  to  the  total  destruction  of 
the  Colony.  I  fear  the  destination  of  the  naval  armament 
at  Philadelphia,  is  too  well  known  to  answer  the  design. 
I  have  heard  it  spoken  of  in  common  conversation,  at  this 
place,  near  a  fortnight  ago  ;  and  the  other  day  was  told  that 
two  men-of-war,  going  into  the  harbour  of  JVew-Yor/f,  (sup- 
posed to  be  those  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  Asia,)  were 


ordered,  and  accordingly  sailed  immediately  out,  as  it  is 
imagined,  for  Virginia. 

My  letters  to  Congress  will  give  you  the  occurrences  of 
this  place.  I  need  not  repeat  them ;  but  I  must  beg  of 
you,  my  good  sir,  to  use  your  influence  in  having  a  Court 
of  Admiralty,  or  some  power  appointed  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  matters  relative  to  captures.  You  cannot  con- 
ceive how  I  am  plagued  on  this  head,  and  how  impossible 
it  is  for  me  to  hear  and  determine  upon  matters  of  this  sort, 
when  the  facts,  perhaps,  are  only  to  be  ascertained  at  ports, 
forty,  fifty,  or  more,  miles  distant,  without  bringing  the  par- 
ties here  at  great  trouble  and  expense.  At  any  rate,  my 
time  will  not  allow  me  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  this 
business. 

1  must  also  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  urge  the  necessity 
of  appointing  a  Brigadier-General  to  the  vacant  brigade  in 
this  army.  The  inconvenience  we  daily  experience,  for 
want  of  one,  is  very  great ;  much  more  than  the  want  of  a 
Colonel  to  a  regiment,  for  then  the  next  officer  in  com- 
mand does  the  duty.  In  a  brigade,  this  may  not  with  pro- 
priety happen,  and  seldom  or  ever  is  done  with  any  kind 
of  regularity.  Perfectly  indifferent  is  it  to  me  whom  the 
Congress  shall  please  to  appoint  to  these  offices.  I  only 
want  it  done,  that  business  may  go  regularly  on. 

My  best  respects  to  the  good  family  you  are  in,  and  to 
your  brothers  of  the  delegation  ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am, 
dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

Cambridge,  December  36,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  re- 
quest you  to  inform  him  whether  the  two  persons  you 
spoke  of  and  recommended  some  time  ago,  have  got  into 
any  of  the  regiments.  One  of  them  you  said  had  inlisted 
a  company.  His  Excellency  wishes  to  know,  as  there  are 
some  vacancies  here. 

I  am,  &LC.,  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

To  Brigadier-General  Thomas. 


[general  Washington]  to  Jonathan  gloter,  esq. 

Cambridge,  December  26,  1775. 

Acknowledged  receipt  of  his  of  25th,  relative  to  the 
sloop  Sally,  retaken  by  Captain  Adams,  and  sent  into 
Marblehead.  Desired  him  to  get  information  to  whom 
the  vessel  and  cargo  belonged.  If  in  danger,  to  land  the 
cargo,  avoid  embezzlement,  &c. 


[general  Washington]  to  william  watson,  esq. 

Cambridge,  December  26,  1775. 

Acknowledged  receipt  of  his  of  23d  instant,  and  inform- 
ed him  that  application  had  been  made  to  General  Howe 
for  exchange  of  prisoners,  to  which  Mr.  Howe  was  silent. 

[general  Washington]  to  captain  william  bartlett. 

Cambridge,  December  28,  1775. 

Ordered  him  to  advertise  in  the  Cambridge  and  Water- 
town  papers  at  least  eight  days  before  that  of  the  sale  of 
any  goods  taken  by  the  Continental  armed  vessels. 

major-general  IIOWE  to  the  earl  or  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  December  26,  1775. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  this  day  informed,  by  the  master  of  a 
vessel  arrived  here  a  (ew  days  past,  from  Cape- Nicholas, 
in  the  Island  o(  Hispaniola,  that  the  Rebels  get  supplies 
of  arms  and  gunpowder  from  thence  in  large  quantities ; 
one  person,  by  this  informant's  account,  having  sold  one 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  one  ton  of  gimpowder,  to  the 
master  of  a  privateer,  fitted  out  for  that  intent  from  Provi- 
dence, in  the  Government  of  Rhode-Island'.  And  it  was 
generally  said  at  Cnpe-Nicholas,  that  the  same  privateer 
liad  sailed  with  three  other  vessels  under  her  convoy,  hav- 
ing on  board  two  tons  of  gunpowder,  and  ten  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  for  the  use  of  the  Rebels. 

It  has  lately  been  discovered  that  persons  in  the  coun- 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv. 


80 


467 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


468 


try,  suspected  of  disaffection  to  Government,  having  effects 
and  merchandise  in  this  town,  have  used  and  are  practising 
various  artifices,  by  a  separation  and  conveyance  of  their 
property  to  those  of  the  town  who  pass  for  being  well  dis- 
posed subjects,  to  secure  the  same.  As  they  must  be  in- 
debted to  merchants  in  Britain  for  the  greater  part  of 
sucli  goods,  and  certainly  mean  to  defraud  them  in  pay- 
ment, I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  stop  these 
proceedings,  until  I  receive  your  Lordship's  particular_in- 
structions  on  this  head. 

Wiih  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

^'^•>  W.  Howe. 

To  the  EarJ  of  Dartmouth. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  NORTH-AMERICA. 

Philadelphia,  December  27,  1775. 

Those  who  have  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  En- 
glish Colonies,  in  North- America,  sincerely  at  heart,  who 
wish  to  see  peace  restored  and  her  liberties  established  on 
a  solid  foundation,  may,  at  present,  be  divided  into  two 
classes,  viz :  Those  who  look  forward  to  an  independency 
as  the  only  state  in  which  they  can  perceive  any  security 
for  our  liberti'.s  and  privileges,  as  every  measure  of  the 
British  Government  indicates  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
their  unlimited  claims — and  those  who,  overlooking  tiie 
possibility  of  Lord  North's  motion  being  a  political  ma- 
noeuvre, to  lull  us  to  rest  until  he  had  sufficient  time  to 
prepare  for  an  effectual  execution  of  the  measures  re- 
commended in  the  address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
believe  that  it  was  sincerely  intended  as  a  foundation  on 
which  a  true  constitutional  union  could  be  re-established, 
and  our  liberties  remain  unimpaired,  and,  therefore,  think 
it  not  impossible  that  Britain  and  America  may  yet  be 
united.  Though  I  am  far  from  believing  that  every  man, 
in  both  classes,  is  a  sincere  well-wisher  to  American  liber- 
ty, yet  1  firmly  persuade  myself,  she  has  many  zealous 
friends  in  each,  and  shall  give  equal  credit  to  their  since- 
rity. My  present  design  will,  I  trust,  interfere  with  nei- 
ther, as  1  mean  only  to  point  out  a  matter  which  to  me 
appears,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  highly  expe- 
dient ;  in  either  case,  to  tbrow  out  some  hints  which  I  think 
important,  but  which  have  not  been  held  out  to  publick 
consideration. 

If  the  present  struggle  should  end  in  the  total  indepen- 
dence of  America,  which  is  not  impossible,  every  one  will 
acknowledge  the  necessity  of  framing  a  general  plan  of 
connection  between  the  Provinces,  or  what  may  he  called 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  English  Colonies.  We 
know  of  no  other  way  to  prevent  the  many  feuds  and  ani- 
mosities which  may  naturally  be  expected  to  arise  in  a 
country  circumstanced  like  America.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  should  terminate  in  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain,  there 
yet  appears  so  great  a  necessity  of  such  a  constitution,  that 
every  good  man  must  desire  it ;  for,  draw  what  line  you 
please,  for  the  present,  as  long  as  it  shall  remain  possible 
ibr  the  throne  of  Great  Britain  to  be  filled  with  an  ambi- 
tious monarch,  and  an  Administration  to  be  found  which 
will  pay  no  regard  to  the  faith  of  compacts,  and,  by  having 
the  treasury  in  its  hands,  as  at  this  day,  can  command  the 
force  of  the  nation,  there  will  be  no  absolute  safety  for 
America,  but  in  a  union  of  the  Colonies. 

We  have  reason  to  thank  the  Divine  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse, that  such  a  union,  as  has  heretofore  answered  the 
exigencies  of  the  times,  has  taken  place  on  every  emer- 
gency; and  we  may,  without  superstition,  believe  that  the 
Divine  counsel  to  the  United  Colonies  is,  "  Now  is  your 
time  to  form  one  general  plan  of  an  American  Union  and 
Constitution,  which  shall  only  dissolve  with  the  last  breath 
of  your  expiring  liberty  ;  which,  under  my  protection,  will 
prove  an  everlasting  barrier  against  tyrannical  encroach- 
ments." 

And  if  we  will,  with  hearts  sincerely  attached  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind,  in  preference  to  every  thing  else,  stu- 
diously endeavour  to  ascertain  that  plan  which  will  most 
effectually  secure  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  hea- 
ven to  all  alike,  I  doubt  not  but  wisdom  from  above  will 
enlighten  our  minds,  and  enable  us  to  secure  ourselves 
against  those  latent  defects  in  the  constitution  of  empires,  to 
which  they  have  generally  owed  their  destruction  ;  so  that 
the  American  empire  of  liberty  may,  like  the  temperate 


sons  of  religion  and  virtue,  remain  unattacked  by  the  dis- 
orders, which  bring  on  a  too  early  dissolution,  and  after 
having  enjoyed  the  blessing  of  perfect  health  to  the  last, 
like  them,  die  of  old  age.  I  have  often  indulged  myself 
with  the  pleasure  of  believing,  that  the  part  of  that  admir- 
able statesman's,  and  divine  politician's,  the  Bishop  of  St. 
Asaph's  Sermon,  delivered  before  the  Incorporated  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  on 
the  19th  o(  February,  1773,  which  refers  to  America,  was 
prophetick  of  what  would  hereafter  happen.  And  should 
we  lay  aside  all  selfish,  interested  views,  mutual  jealousies, 
and  distrust,  and  pursue  the  plan  of  divine  and  Christian 
politicks  there  inculcated,  I  make  no  doubt  of  our  being 
able  to  correct  those  errors  and  defects  which  are  to  be 
found  in  the  most  perfect  constitution  of  government  which 
ever  the  world  has  yet  been  blessed  with.  Conscious  of  my 
own  inabilities,  and  earnestly  solicitous  to  see  matters, 
which  to  me  appear  of  the  utmost  importance,  1  long  with- 
stood the  earnest  solicitations  of  my  own  mind,  and  de- 
clined offering  any  thing  to  the  publick ;  but  seeing  no 
prospect  of  what  I  so  ardently  wished  for,  1  at  last  resolved 
to  throw  out  a  few  hints  in  the  best  manner  I  could  ;  and 
as  my  only  view  is  to  set  you  a  thinking  on  some  points 
which  have  not  been  generally  attended  to,  and  if  possible, 
to  excite  men  of  abilities  and  virtue  to  devote  some  part  of 
their  time  to  a  consideration  of  what  may  be  the  most  cer- 
tain and  effectual  means  of  securing  to  all  ranks  in  society, 
and  to  the  latest  posterity,  those  blessings  and  privileges 
which  America  in  her  days  of  peace  and  prosperity  en- 
joyed, I  should  be  well  pleased  to  find,  that  the  printers  of 
publick  papers  throughout  the  Colonies  might  hold  them 
up  to  the  publick  view  of  the  people.  Solomon  says, 
"  Where  no  council  is,  the  people  fall ;  but  in  the  multi- 
tude of  counsellors  there  in  safety."        e  d 

■'  OALUS  rOPULT. 


Philadelphia,  December  27,  1775. 

I  observed  on  one  of  the  drums  belonging  to  the  Marines 
now  raising,  there  was  painted  a  Rattlesnake,  with  this  mo- 
dest motto  under  it,  "  Don't  tread  on  me."  As  I  know  it 
is  the  custom  to  have  some  device  on  the  arms  of  every 
country,  I  supposed  this  may  have  been  intended  for  the 
arms  o{  America;  and  as  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  pub- 
lick affairs,  and  as  my  time  is  perfectly  my  own,  in  order 
to  divert  an  idle  hour,  I  sat  down  to  guess  what  could  have 
been  intended  by  this  uncommon  device.  I  took  care, 
however,  to  consult  on  this  occasion  a  person  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  heraldry,  from  whom  I  learned,  that  it  is  a 
rule  among  the  learned  in  that  science,  "  that  the  worthy 
properties  of  the  animal,  in  the  crest-born,  shall  be  consi- 
dered," and,  "  that  the  base  ones  cannot  have  been  intend- 
ed ;"  he  likewise  informed  me  that  the  ancients  considered 
the  serpent  as  an  emblem  of  wisdom,  and,  in  a  certain  atti- 
tude, of  endless  duration — both  which  circumstances,  I  sup- 
pose, may  have  been  had  in  view.  Having  gained  this 
intelligence,  and  recollecting  that  countries  are  sometimes 
represented  by  animals  peculiar  to  them,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  the  Rattlesnake  is  found  in  no  other  quarter  of  the 
world  besides  America,  and  may,  therefore,  have  been 
chosen  on  that  account  to  represent  her. 

But  then  "  the  worthy  properties"  of  a  snake  1  judged 
would  be  hard  to  point  out.  This  rather  raised  than  sup- 
pressed my  curiosity,  and  having  frequently  seen  the  Rat- 
tlesnake, I  ran  over  in  my  mind  every  property  by  which 
she  was  distinguished,  not  only  from  other  animals,  but 
from  those  of  tlie  same  genus  or  class  of  animals,  endea- 
vouring to  fix  some  meaning  to  each,  not  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  common  sense. 

I  recollected  that  her  eye  excelled  in  brightness  that  of 
any  other  animal,  and  that  she  has  no  eye-lids.  She  may, 
therefore,  be  esteemed  an  emblem  of  vigilance.  She 
never  begins  an  attack,  nor,  when  once  engaged,  ever  sur- 
renders. She  is,  therefore,  an  emblem  of  magnanimity  and 
true  courage.  As  if  anxious  to  prevent  all  pretensions  of 
quarrelling  with  her,  the  weapons  with  which  nature  has 
furnished  her,  she  conceals  in  the  roof  of  her  mouth,  so 
that,  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  her,  she  appears 
to  be  a  most  defenceless  animal ;  and  even  when  those 
weapons  are  shown  and  extended  for  her  defence,  they 
appear  weak  and  contemptible  ;  but  their  wounds,  however 
small,  are  decisive  and  fatal :  conscious  of  this,  she  never 
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wounds  till  she  has  generously  given  notice,  even  to  her 
enemy,  and  cautioned  him  against  the  danger  of  treading 
on  her.  Was  I  wrong,  sir,  in  thinking  this  a  strong  picture 
of  the  temper  and  conduct  of  America  7  The  poison  of 
her  teeth  is  the  necessary  means  of  digesting  her  food, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  certain  destruction  to  her  enemies. 
This  may  be  understood  to  intimate  tliat  those  things  which 
are  destructive  to  our  enemies,  may  be  to  us  not  only  harm- 
less, but  absolutely  necessary  to  our  existence.  I  confess 
I  was  wholly  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  the  rattles,  till  I 
went  back  and  counted  them,  and  found  them  just  thirteen, 
exactly  the  number  of  the  Colonies  united  in  America ; 
and  I  recollected,  too,  that  this  was  the  only  part  of  the 
snake  which  increased  in  numbers.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
only  fancy,  but,  I  conceited  the  painter  had  shown  a  half- 
formed  additional  rattle,  which,  I  suppose,  may  have  been 
intended  to  represent  the  Province  of  Canada.  'Tis  cu- 
rious and  amazing  to  observe  how  distinct  and  independent 
of  each  other  the  rattles  of  this  animal  are,  and  yet  how 
firmly  they  are  united  together,  so  as  never  to  be  separated 
but  by  breaking  them  to  pieces.  One  of  those  rattles 
singly,  is  incapable  of  producing  sound,  but  the  ringing  of 
thirteen  together  is  sufficient  to  alarm  the  boldest  man 
living.  The  Rattlesnake  is  solitary,  and  associates  with 
her  kind  only  when  it  is  necessary  for  their  preservation. 
In  Winter,  the  warmth  of  a  number  together  will  preserve 
their  lives,  while,  singly,  they  would  probably  perish.  The 
power  of  fascination  attributed  to  her,  by  a  generous  con- 
struction may  be  understood  to  mean,  that  those  who  con- 
sider the  liberty  and  blessings  which  America  affords,  and 
once  came  over  to  her,  never  afterwards  leave  her,  but 
spend  their  lives  with  her.  She  strongly  resembles  Ame- 
rica in  this,  that  she  is  beautiful  in  youth,  and  her  beauty 
increaseth  with  her  age ;  "  her  tongue  also  is  blue,  and  forked 
as  the  lightning,  and  her  abode  is  among  impenetrable 
rocks." 

Having  pleased  myself  with  reflections  of  this  kind,  I 
communicated  my  sentiments  to  a  neighbour  of  mine,  who 
has  a  surprising  readiness  at  guessing  at  every  thing  which 
relates  to  publick  affairs  ;  and,  indeed,  I  should  be  jealous  of 
his  reputation  in  that  way,  was  it  not  that  the  event  con- 
stantly shows  that  he  has  guessed  wrong.  He  instantly 
declared  it  as  his  sentiments,  that  the  Congress  meant  to 
allude  to  Lord  North's  declaration  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  he  never  would  relax  his  measures  until  he  had 
brought  America  to  his  feet,  and  to  intimate  to  his  Lord- 
ship, that  were  she  brought  to  his  feet,  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous treading  on  her.  But,  1  am  positive  he  has  guessed 
wrong,  for  I  am  sure  the  Congress  would  not  condescend, 
at  this  time  of  day,  to  take  the  least  notice  of  bis  Lord- 
ship in  that  or  any  other  way.  In  which  opinion  I  am 
determined  to  remain,  your  humble  servant. 


TRTON  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGKESS. 
County  Committee  Chamlwr,  December  27,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  In  answer  of  several  letters  of  you  re- 
ceived to  day,  concerning  our  Delegates  wanting  at  your 
House,  we  would  immediately,  without  delay,  acquaint 
you,  that  in  our  meeting  held  on  the  25th  of  November 
last,  Mr.  William  Wills,  of  Harper sfield,  was  voted  as  a 
Delegate  of  our  County,  to  represent  us,  in  company  with 
Mr.  John  Moore,  at  your  House;  and  we  despatched  him 
immediately  with  his  credentials  therefor,  and  we  doubted 
not  of  his  appearance  in  New-YorTc  on  that  purpose  some 
time  ago.  We  have  been  informed  that  he  went  on  his 
journey,  and  must  suppose  that  he  might  be  arrived  by 
this  time.  But  in  case  of  the  delay  of  such  elected  second 
Delegate,  we  do  hereby  empower  the  said  John  Moore,  if 
agreeable  to  you,  to  be  our  sole  representative  for  our 
County  at  the  Provincial  Congress,  until  we  have  certain 
notice  of  the  circumstances  of  the  aforementioned  late 
chosen  Mr.  Wills. 

Also,  if  Mr.  John  Moore  should  be  on  his  return  home  in 
the  lime  when  said  Mr.  Wills  would  arrive  in  New-York 
at  your  House,  we  fully  approve  iliat  he,  then,  might  act  in 
the  same  manner,  as  the  only  one  representative  for  our 
County,  until  we  shall  receive  further  notice  thereof,  and 
in  case  of  such  further  want  of  the  one  or  the  other,  we 
will  immediately  cause  a  new  voting  again  to  supply  such 
want.     We  may  assure  you  that  we  are  very  sorry  to  be 


the  cause  of  any  delay  or  disappointment  in  your  House ; 
but  we  hope  to  be  excused  for  the  true  circumstances  afore- 
mentioned, and  besides  your  letters  came  very  late  to  our 
hands. 

We  remain,  with  all  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Isaac  Paris,  Chairman. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  at  WESTMORE- 
LAND, TO  HIS  friend  in  HARTFORD,  DATED  DECEMBER 

27,  1775. 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  be  in  your  parts  this  Win- 
ter, as  we  have  lately  had  a  visitation  by  a  body  of  Tories, 
under  the  command  of  one  Plunket,  they  pretended  by 
orders  from  Penn;  be  that  as  it  will,  the  bottom  of  it  is 
toryism.  As  we  were  threatened  with  death  and  destruc- 
tion, we  had  no  other  way  but  to  fight.  They  had  six  or 
seven  hundred  men,  two  cannons.  Sic.  I  marched  with 
about  four  hundred  of  my  regiment,  which  I  thought  enough 
for  seven  hundred  of  such  wretches.  As  soon  as  they 
came  in  sight,  they  fired  without  saying  a  word,  and  rushed 
to  surround  us.  Our  people  met  them  with  as  much  reso- 
lution, and  a  very  heavy  fire  ensued.  We  soon  drove 
them,  killed  a  number,  and  drove  one  wing  of  the  body 
into  the  mountain;  the  main  body  retreated.  This  was  on 
the  21st  oi  December. 

On  the  23d,  at  night,  they  attempted  to  cross  the  river, 
to  destroy  our  settlements,  where  the  men  were  chiefly 
drawn  off;  I  sent  a  party  to  receive  them,  and  just  as  their 
boat  came  to  shore,  with  about  one  hundred  men,  our  peo- 
ple poured  in  the  shot  upon  them,  at  about  three  rods  dis- 
tance, and  obliged  them  to  retreat  and  make  off  as  well  as 
they  could.  By  the  best  accounts  we  can  get  they  had 
fifty  or  sixty  killed  and  wounded.  W^e  had  two  killed  and 
three  wounded,  one  of  which  is  since  dead.  Our  enemies 
are  all  gone  off,  I  believe  for  the  Winter. 


MATTHEW  THORNTON  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Exeter,  December  27,  1775. 

May  it  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency  :  Your  favour  of 
the  23d  instant,  respecting  the  great  want  of  blankets  for 
the  Army,  I  received  this  day,  and  communicated  the  same 
to  the  Congress  now  sitting,  who  immediately  went  into 
the  consideration,  and  resolved  to  take  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  method  in  order  to  purchase  all  that  can  be 
spared  within  this  Colony.  Though  we  are  fearful  whether 
any  considerable  number  can  be  obtained ;  yet  we  do  not 
despair  of  procuring  some,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  your 
Excellency  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Matthew  Thornton,  PresH. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


TO  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  UNITED  COLONIES. 

North-Carolina,  December  28,  1775. 
The  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  America  has 
been  so  often  explained  by  able  writers,  that  it  is  needless 
to  say  any  thing  concerning  it,  than  this :  If  the  British 
Parliament  have  a  right  to  tax  America  in  the  manner  and 
for  the  purposes  they  pretend,  and  to  make  laws  to  bind 
us  in  all  cases,  then  it  is  unlawful  for  the  Americans  to 
oppose  them.  If,  on  the  contrary,  which  has  been  proved, 
they  have  not  that  right,  the  Americans,  in  duty  to  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  ought  to  oppose  them.  This 
they  have  done,  and  are  still  doing,  notwithstanding  the 
base  and  cruel  measures  fallen  upon  by  those  in  power,  in 
Britain  a.nA  America,  Xo  prevent  their  procuring  the  means 
of  defence;  in  which,  however,  they  have  hitherto  been 
unsuccessful,  as  the  Americans  have,  though  at  a  great 
expense,  been  supplied  with  ammunition  sufficient  to  en- 
able them  to  maintain  a  defensive  war  for  many  months, 
during  which  time  they  have  used  every  method  that  could 
be  devised,  to  prevail  with  the  governing  powers  in  Britain 
to  repeal  their  unjust  and  cruel  acts,  and  to  revive  that 
peace  and  harmony  which  formerly  subsisted  between  Bri- 
tain and  America.  Petitions,  addresses,  &ic.,  have  been 
sent  to  them,  and  that  repeatedly,  in  hopes  that  at  last 
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they  would  meet  with  the  desired  and  deserved  success. 
But  alas!  Britons  ih'ml  (or  American  blood  \  Regiments 
after  regiments  have  been  sent  over  to  shed  it ;  more  we 
are  liireatened  with,  and  all  the  horrors  of  an  unjust,  cruel, 
and  unnatural  war,  are  denounced  a;j;ainst  their  fellow-sub- 
jects in  America,  whom  they  brand  with  the  odious  and 
undeserved  epithet  of  rebels,  only  because  they  retain  too 
much  of  tlieir  honoured  British  ancestors'  spirit  to  submit 
to  be  slaves. 

To  defray  the  expenses  of  this  just,  necessary,  and  ho- 
nourable defensive  war,  which  the  Americans  have  been 
compelled  to  engage  in,  they  have  been  obliged  to  emit 
Jarge  sums  in  paper  bills  of  credit.  The  preparations  that 
Britain  is  making  to  prosecute  their  enslaving  schemes  the 
ensuing  year,  and  (as  they  term  it)  lo  conquer  America, 
makes  it  necessary,  not  only  to  keep  up  the  forces  that 
have  been  employed  this  year,  but  to  add  largely  to  their 
number  for  the  service  of  the  next,  which  will  make 
another  emission,  and  that  a  large  one,  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Now,  we  know  that  the  value  of  a  paper  currency 
depends  upon  the  funds  established  to  sink  the  bills  in  cir- 
culation, which,  in  the  present  case,  is  designed  to  be  ef- 
fected by  a  capitation  or  ])oll  tax,  to  be  paid  annually  by 
the  people  of  each  Province,  for  a  number  of  years  to 
come.  But  how  the  people  are  to  become  able  to  pay 
this  tax  is  the  next  thing  to  be  considered,  and  it  cannot 
he  considered  too  soon  ;  for,  should  any  real  or  imaginary 
insufficiency  in  the  fund  present  itself  to  the  publick,  or  be 
presented  to  it  by  the  enemies  of  America,  the  credit  of 
our  paper  currency  sinks  instantly.  Our  armies  can  then 
no  longer  be  kept  up,  nor  our  liberties  defended ;  we 
must  then  disband  the  one  and  resign  the  other,  and  be- 
come the  abject  slaves  of  those  wretches  whose  mercies 
are  cruel.  The  grand  inquiry  is,  how  these  difficulties 
may  be  surmounted  ?  And  here  I  must  beg  leave  to  say 
that  I  was  much  surprised  at  the  instructions  given  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Assembly  to  their  Delegates  appointed  to 
represent  that  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress,  which 
runs  thus:  "Though  the  oppressive  measures  of  the  Bri- 
tish Parliament  and  Administration  have  compelled  us  to 
resist  their  violence  by  force  of  arms,  yet  wc  strictly  enjoin 
you,  that  you,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  dissent  from,  and 
utterly  reject,  any  propositions,  should  such  be  made,  that 
may  cause  or  lead  to  a  separation  from  our  mother  country, 
or  a  change  of  the  form  of  this  Government."  They  add: 
"  You  are  directed  to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  to 
this  House."  That  constituents  have  a  right  to  give  in- 
structions to  their  representatives,  and  that  they  ought  to 
exercise  that  right,  will  not  be  denied  by  any  man  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  British  Constitution  ;  but  I  think  these 
instructions  smell  strong  of  Toryism,  and  I  am  sure  they 
do  not  retain  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  friendship  to  the 
cause  o(  American  liberty.  The  literal  meaning  of  them 
seems  to  be  this  :  If  other  petitions,  addresses,  &tc.,  which 
we  would  still  have  presented,  (even  while  British  sol- 
diers and  fleets  are  murdering  our  people  and  burning  our 
towns,)  are,  as  the  former  ones  have  been,  rejected  and 
laughed  at,  we  will,  rather  than  not  be  esteemed  British 
subjects,  submit  to  the  most  abject  slavery  that  our  lordly 
masters  will  deign  to  let  us  live  under. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  the  present  state  of  North- 
America.  Her  ports  blocked  up,  her  towns  burnt,  her 
coasts  watched  by  ships  of  war,  her  rivers  and  creeks  in- 
fested with  their  tenders,  commissioned  to  exercise  the 
honourable  employment  of  stealing  sheep,  hogs,  cattle, 
.and  whatever  else  their  vile  commanders  direct  them,  or 
.they  can  force  from  the  unguarded  inhabitants.  Add  to 
.this,  the  inhabitants  of  some  towns  of  the  first  note  in  our 
country  are  drove  from  their  habitations  to  make  room  for 
a  vile,  mercenary  army,  consisting  of  slaves  for  soldiers, 
and  abandoned  Ministerial  tools  for  officers,  whose  deeds 
proclaim  them  incapable  of  further  degeneracy.  Let  it 
^not  pass  unnoticed,  that  the  savage  Indians,  the  Negro 
'  alaves,  and  the  refuse  of  English  jails,  the  convict  ser- 
vtnts,  have  all  been  applied  to,  to  assist  them  in  carrying 
.■fire  and  sword  to  the  peaceful  abodes  of  the  honest,  indus- 
:trious  inhabitants  of  these  once  hapjiy  Colonies,  thereby  to 
.compel  them  to  submit  to  slavery  and  oppression.  Next, 
let  us  consider  the  vile  intentions  of  the  fabricators  of  the 
Restraining  Act,  calculated  (by  preventing  the  sale  of  our 
produce  to  any  but  British  purchasers)  to  prevent  our 


procuring  the  means  of  defence  ;  and,  lest  this  precaution 
should  prove  ineffectual,  they  have  applied  to  several  Eu- 
ropean Powers  to  prevent  their  subjects  furnishing  us  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  lest,  if  we  are,  we  should  put  them 
to  the  noble  use  of  defending  ourselves.  Mean  and  cow- 
ardly as  it  is,  yet  this  they  have  done ;  they  know  our 
courage  and  fear  the  effects  of  our  just  indignation,  when 
armed  for  the  conflict. 

From  this  view  of  our  present  stale,  which  is  not  exag- 
gerated, how  weak,  not  to  say  wicked,  must  those  men  be 
who  could  vote  for  our  sufiering  one  moment  longer,  such 
cruel  treatment  and  such  vile  indignity,  even  worse  than 
might  be  expected  from  an  enraged  foreign  enemy  in  time 
of  open  war!  What  has  Britain  to  complain  of,  that  she 
ought  not  to  have  expected  from  us  if  she  had  only  con- 
sidered us  as  men.  But,  condemning  us  as  the  descend- 
ants of  those  brave  men,  who,  scorning  lo  be  the  slaves  of 
a  tyrannical  Prince  and  an  abandoned  Administration,  re- 
moved from  Britain  (that  sink  of  corruption)  to  this  land 
of  freedom,  where,  till  of  late,  tyranny  and  corruption 
have  not  dared  to  show  their  detested  heads,  how  infatu- 
ated must  these  men  be,  who  think  such  men  will  wear 
the  shackles  of  .Ministerial  slavery  or  lay  down  their  lib- 
erties but  with  their  lives.  Thanks  be  to  Heaven,  though 
our  case  is  bad,  (so  bad  that  Britain  cannot  make  it 
worse,)  there  is  yet  a  way  open  for  us,  not  only  to  escape 
the  threatened  ruin  but  to  become  a  happy,  wealthy,  pow- 
erful, and  respectable  people.  If  it  be  asked  how  this 
great  work  is  to  be  effected  ?     I  answer. 

First.  By  declaring  an  itnmediale  Independency. 

Secondly.  By  holding  forth,  to  all  the  Powers  o{ Europe, 
a  general  neutrality. 

Thirdly.  By  immediately  opening  all  our  ports,  and  de- 
claring them  free  to  every  European  Power,  except  Great 
Britain,  and  inviting  foreigners  to  purchase  our  commodi- 
ties, and  to  furnish  us  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  such 
manufactures  as  we  cannot,  as  yet,  furnish  ourselves  with  ; 
which  we  cannot  do  with  any  prospect  of  success,  so  long 
as  we  retain  even  but  the  shadow  of  dependance  on,  or 
subjection  to,  Great  Britain.  We  need  not  doubt,  that 
Britain  would  endeavour  to  prevent  our  having  a  trade 
after  our  declaring  independency,  as  well  as  now;  but  the 
case  will,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  be  widely  differerjt: 
Now,  she  says,  we  are  her  subjects,  and  we  have  not,  as 
yet,  informed  the  world  that  we  disown  subjection.  She 
says,  other  nations  have  no  right  to  trade  with  us,  and  it  is 
at  their  risk  if  they  do,  and  they  know  it ;  but  when  we 
declare  ourselves  independent,  and  offer  trade,  I  apprehend 
the  other  Powers  will  look  on  us,  and  esteem  us  as  such ; 
as  they  certainly  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  dispute  be- 
tween Britain  and  us,  and  consequently  will  not  lamely 
submit  to  Britain's  making  captures  of  their  vessels.  Cer- 
tain I  am,  it  is  the  interest  o(  America  that  she  have  a 
free  trade  to  all  the  European  markets,  or  that  they  have 
with  us,  which,  for  some  time,  will  answer  our  purpose  as 
well ;  and  that  the  trade  to  North- America  should  be  open, 
is  the  interest  of  every  maritime  Power  in  Europe  ;  there- 
fore, we  need  not  doubt  their  encouraging  it. 

Fourthly.  That  in  each  Province,  such  persons  as  are 
able  and  willing,  shall  be  encouraged  to  form  themselves 
into  companies  (having  first  subscribed  such  sums  as  their 
circumstances  will  allow)  for  the  erecting  manufactories, 
the  most  suitable  to  the  present  and  future  real  wants  of 
our  inhabitants. 

Fifthly.  That  an  act  be  passed  in  each  Province,  abso- 
lutely to  prevent  every  kind  of  luxury  and  unnecessary 
expense,  either  in  dress,  equipage,  furniture,  eating,  drink- 
ing, gaming,  or  any  kind  of  expensive  diversions,  &ic.,  &ic., 
under  heavy  penalties. 

Sixthly.  That,  at  the  expense  of  each  Colony,  encour- 
agement be  given  lo  manufacturers  and  artificers  of  every 
useful  kind  to  remove  from  Europe  to  North- America, 
there  to  set  u[)  their  several  trades;  and  that  the  encour- 
agement that  each  Colony  will  give  to  each  person,  whether 
in  land,  money,  or  indulgences,  be  caused  lo  be  inserted 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  different  countries  in  Europe, 
from  whence  it  might  be  expected  such  persons  would  be 
permitted  to  remove. 

Seventhly.  That  an  act  be  immediately  passed  in  each 
Province  for  an  immediate  and  constant  application  of  the 
quit-rents  of  the  land  in  each  Province,  to  the  purpose  of 
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fortifying  the  coasts,  rivers,  &;c.,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the 
building  and  fitting  for  service  so  many  vessels  of  force  as 
may  be  found  necessary  for  our  domestick  defence. 

Eighthly.  That  in  the  tobacco  Colonies  large  quantities 
of  tobacco  shall  no  longer  be  permitted  to  be  raised,  as  it 
is  found  to  interfere  with  farming,  so  necessary  now,  and 
always  to  be  encouraged,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  mate- 
rials for  manufacturing,  which  never  can  be  raised  in  suffi- 
cient quantities  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  Co- 
lonies while  they  employ  all  their  force  in  raising  tobacco. 

Ninthly.  That  the  laws  of  each  Province,  or  so  many 
of  them  as  may  be  found  of  publick  utility,  be  continued  in 
force,  with  such  alterations  only  as  may  be  deemed  neces- 
sary; that  their  number  be  rather  lessened  than  increased  ; 
that  as  much  as  be  ambiguity  be  expunged,  and  perspi- 
cuity introduced  in  its  stead ;  that  law  be  no  longer  a  bur- 
den and  a  curse,  but  a  blessing  to  our  country. 

Tenthly.  That  religion  in  each  Province  be  continued 
upon  the  footing  it  now  is,  and  that  no  man  be  despised  on 
account  of  his  religious  opinions,  provided  they  do  not  in- 
terfere with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  community;  except, 
that  Popery  shall  not  be  countenanced,  by  law,  in  any  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

I  have  now  given  the  publick  my  sentiments  on  the 
present  alarming  state  of  our  affairs,  showed  the  necessity 
of  a  change,  and  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  way  to  effect 
it.  But  1  am  sensible  there  are  so  many  individuals  that 
are  interested  to  prevent  such  measures  being  pursued, 
that  they  will  endeavour  to  frustrate  every  attempt  that  the 
Americans  may  make  to  provide  for  themselves  those  things 
they  have  hitherto  depended  on  them  for,  and  deter  them, 
if  possible,  from  making  the  attempt,  by  persuading  them 
of  the  impossibility  of  succeeding.  But  surely  our  coun- 
trymen will  not  be  guilty  of  so  gross  an  absurdity  as  to  take 
counsel  of  them,  whose  interest  it  is  to  deceive  them. 
Some  say,  it  is  impracticable  to  manufacture  for  ourselves. 
I  grant  it  so,  with  respect  to  the  tobacco  Colonies,  without 
quitting,  in  some  considerable  degree,  their  favourite  sta- 
ple ;  but  I  should  not  despair  of  success,  was  I  to  under- 
take to  prove,  that  it  is  their  interest  to  do  it  now,  and 
that  they  would  have,  in  general,  been  in  better  circum- 
stances as  a  people,  had  they  fallen  upon  other  methods 
than  planting  many  years  ago.  The  Northern  Colonies 
are  a  proof  of  it,  and  the  Southern  ones,  from  their  favour- 
able climate,  have  greatly  the  advantage  of  their  Northern 
neighbours. 

It  is  by  some  said  to  be  ungrateful  in  us  to  desire  a  se- 
paration from  what  they  are  fond  to  call  the  Parent  Slate, 
to  whom  we  are  so  much  obliged.  1  ask  for  what  ?  Why, 
say  they,  for  taking  off  your  produce,  for  furnishing  you 
with  what  you  vi-ant  in  exchange,  and  for  protecting  you 
from  invading  enemies  at  a  great  expense.  In  answer  to 
which,  I  say,  we  have  not  sought  nor  desired  a  separation  ; 
that  if  we  do  separate,  it  is  of  necessity,  not  of  choice. 
Cruelty  and  oppression  compels  us.  We  must  separate, 
or  become  the  labouring  slaves  of  Britain,  which  we  dis- 
dain to  be.  And  with  respect  to  trade,  I  deny  that  there 
is  any  colour  of  obligation,  since  we  are  compelled  to  sell 
to  them,  and  them  only,  who  thereby  have  it  in  their 
power  to  take  our  produce  to  themselves  at  any  price  they 
please  to  allow  for  it,  and  have  the  same  advantage  in  rating 
whatever  we  take  from  them  at  what  price  they  please.  With 
regard  to  protection,  1  allow  they  assisted  us,  who  were 
not  negligent  in  opposing  enemies,  that  were  so  on  account 
of  our  connection  with  them.  Bui  I  further  say,  that  in 
protecting  us,  they  protected  themselves;  for  had  France, 
in  the  last  war,  conquered  these  Colonies,  Britain  would 
have  lost  their  trade,  and  France  have  gained  it ;  the  cer- 
tain consequence  of  which  would  have  been,  that,  for  want 
of  a  revenue  to  support  fleets  and  armies  for  her  defence, 
against  an  enemy  made  so  much  stronger  by  such  an  ad- 
vantageous acquisition,  Britain  could  hardly  have  escaped 
becoming  a  Province  of  France  before  this  day. 

These  things,  I  hope,  will  be  duly  considered  by  every 
inhabitant  of  America,  as  they  are  recommended  to  them 
to  show  the  absurdity  of  continuing  to  petition  and  address, 
while  our  towns  are  in  flames,  and  our  inhabitants  mur- 
dered, rather  than  separate  from  a  cruel,  blood-thirsty  peo- 
ple, the  cause  of  all  our  woes.  1/  this  attempt  proves  in 
any  respect  serviceable  to  the  American  cause,  it  will  give 
a  secret  pleasure  to  A  British  American. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  HOWE  TO  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT OP  THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  DATED  DECEM- 
BER 28,  1775. 

I  am  at  present,  sir,  so  indispensably  engaged,  that  I 
have  not  time  to  be  so  particular  as  1  could  wish,  had  I 
any  thing  of  importance  to  communicate  ;  but,  except  some 
salutes  from  the  men-of-war,  matters  remain  just  as  they 
did  when  I  wrote  you  last.  No  effectual  steps  have  been 
taken  in  respect  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  for  which 
the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  between  Lord  Dunmore  and 
myself  will,  I  hope,  account  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to  leave 
me,  in  the  opinion  of  your  honourable  body,  free  from 
blame. 

Ship  Dunmore,  Docomber  25,  1775. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  24tb, 
and  in  compliance  with  your  request,  have  empowered  the 
bearer,  Mr.  Laurie,  to  agree  to  any  one  of  your  Lieutenants 
in  our  custody,  being  exchanged  in  place  of  Mr.  Batut, 
Lieutenant  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  and  to  an  equal 
number  of  your  privates,  in  lieu  of  those  of  the  Fourteenth 
with  you  now. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
To  Robert  Howe,  Esquire.  Dunmore. 

Norfolk,  December  25,  1775. 

My  Lord:  Desirous  as  we  are  to  regain  our  friends  in 
your  custody,  and  to  return  to  the  army  the  officers  and 
men  of  their  corps  who  have  fallen  into  our  hands,  we  can, 
by  no  means,  submit  to  place  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army,  who  have  been  taken  in  battle,  upon  a  footing 
with  tliose  officers  of  militia  and  the  peasants,  that  you  have 
thought  proper  to  deprive  of  their  liberty.  We  have,  since 
our  march  from  the  Great- Bridge,  taken  a  number  of  those 
who  were  in  action  at  that  place ;  among  them,  some  who 
acted  under  your  commissions  as  field-officers;  those  I  con- 
ceive, may  be  equitably  exchanged  for  those  of  the  same 
rank  in  your  hands ;  and  reluctant  as  1  am  to  continue 
in  confinement  either  your  prisoners  or  ours,  I  shall  con- 
sent to  no  exchange  but  such  as  equity  shall  warrant.  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Laurie  for  particulars.  I 
should  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners 
you  have  in  your  hands,  the  rank  they  bear,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  taken. 

1  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  t>  o 

'  Robert  Howe. 

To  His  Excellency  Lord  Dunmore.  ' 

Ship  Dunmore,  December  26,  1775. 

Sir:  Yours  of  last  night  I  received,  and  really  am  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  your  meaning  is ;  you  certainly,  when  you 
proposed  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  could  never  have  meant 
to  pay  your  own  people  so  poor  a  compliment,  as  not  to 
look  upon  those,  whom  the  Convention  thought  proper  to 
appoint  to  hold  military  commissions,  in  any  other  light 
than  officers ;  those  you  talk  of  as  officers  of  militia  and 
peasants,  whom,  you  say,  I  have  thought  proper  to  deprive 
of  their  liberty,  come  under  that  predicament,  and  were 
taken  armed  against  their  liege  Sovereign.  If  the  rank  of 
officers  in  each  army  is  not  to  be  our  guide,  I  own  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  by  what  rule  we  are  to  be  governed  in  ex- 
change of  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Dunmore. 

To  Robert  Howe,  Esq.,  in  Norfolk. 

Norfolk,  December  27,  1775. 
My  Lord  :  I  was  not  understood  by  your  Lordship  last 
night,  and  it  gives  me  concern.  You  do  me  justice,  how- 
ever, when  you  suppose  I  could  not  mean,  even  by  impli- 
cation, to  degrade  any  commissions  issued  by  Conventions, 
whose  authority  I  acknowledge,  whose  appointment  I  hon- 
our, and  to  whose  service  I  have  devoted  myself.  I  am,  I 
find,  to  inform  your  Lordship  of  what  I  really  thought  you 
before  acquainted,  that  Conventions,  from  the  fatal  neces- 
sities of  the  times,  have  been  compelled  to  establish  three 
different  military  bodies:  Militia,  Minute  Battalions,  and 
Regular  Regiments;  and  that  they  have  made  a  distinction 
in  the  rank  of  each.     What  I  said,  therefore,  in  respect  to 
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militia  officers,  was  not  vvithoui  its  propriety,  had  my  mean- 
ing extended  no  further  tlian  as  to  their  rank.  You,  my  Lord, 
sometimes  affect  so  much  to  despise  any  ranii  derived  from 
Conventions,  tliat  courtesy  itselfcannot  induce  you,  even  in 
the  comnion  forms  of  address,  to  admit  tiiose  appellations 
Which  they  have  fixed  to  particular  characters.  Circum- 
stances, however,  at  other  times,  have  so  far  an  influence 
Upon  your  Lordship  ds  to  prevail  upon  you,  not  only  to  ad- 
mit that  rank,  but  to  endeavour  to  carry  it  higher  than  even 
the  Convention  intehded. 

A  Colonel  in  the  Minute  service  ranks  only  with  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of  the  Regulars;  a  Colonel  of  Militia,  only 
with  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Minute-Men.  This  must 
make  it  plain,  that  a  Militia  Lieutenant,  though  your  Lord- 
ship had  taken  him  in  battle,  cannot  be  deemed  an  equitable 
exchange  for  a  Lieutenant  of  Regulars,  much  less,  my  Lord, 
if  a  man  should  have  been  torn  from  his  farm,  and  arbi- 
trarily deprived  of  his  liberty,  because  a  Convention  had 
nominated  him  an  officer,  without  his  having  done  any  one 
'act  that  could  warrant  his  seizure,  or  continue  his  confine- 
ment longer  than  despotism  prevails  over  rights  and  privi- 
leges. In  this  case  1  might,  indeed,  compassionate  his  fate, 
but  should  betray  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  by  my 
country,  should  1  attempt  to  release  him  by  a  prisoner  of 
equal  rank  taken  in  battle,  who  it  would  be  my  duly  to 
consider  as  a  pledge  in  my  bands,  for  the  redemption  of 
some  brave  men,  that  by  the  chance  of  war  may  happen  to 
be  captivated. 

The  Convention,  in  order  to  establish  a  Militia,  have  ap- 
^  pointed  Captains  in  particular  districts  to  train  and  exer- 

■  cise,  in  arms,  all  persons  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age, 
without  instructing  or  directing  them  to  act  against  Govern- 
ment; these  may  meet  and  go  through  the  manual  exercise, 
and  then  return  home,  surely  without  the  least  guilt.  Six 
months  after,  should  some  or  all  of  these  people  be  taken 
from  their  ploughs,  made  prisoners,  and  offered  in  exchange 
for  those  that  are  prisoners  of  war,  could  an  officer  be  justi- 
fied, who  admitted  of  such  an  exchange  ?  or  would  you,  my 
Lord,  should  we  seize  upon  the  persons  of  the  peasants,  who 

i  come  into  this  town  every  day,  and  who  attend  to  your  Pro- 
1  claraation,  and  subscribed  your  Test,  admit  of  them  in  ex- 
chage  for  our  officers  and  men,  who  you  assert,  were  taken 
in  arms  ?  Information  had  given  me  to  think,  and  till  your 
last  letter,  F  had  no  reason  to  doubt,  that  some  of  these 
officers  and  men  you  offered  us,  were  such  as  I  have  de- 
scribed; and  it  was  to  that  I  alluded  when  I  said,  that  I 
could  not  put  those  prisoners,  taken  in  battle,  upon  a  foot- 
ing with  the  militia  officers  and  peasants,  whom  you,  my 
Lord,  had  thought  proper  to  deprive  of  their  liberty.  I  was 
explicit,  I  thought,  when  I  told  your  Lordship,  that  I  looked 
upon  those  officers,  who,  under  your  appointment,  fought 
at  the  Great-Bridge,  though  taken  since  the  action,  as  pri- 
soners, who  would  be  equitably  offered  in  exchange  for 
those  of  oUrs  of  the  same  rank  taken  by  you ;  and  when  I 
desired  an  exact  list  of  the  men  in  your  custody,  the  rank 
they  bore,  and  the  manner  in  which  thfey  were  taken,  I 
imagined  it  would  be  granted  me ;  I  wish  now  to  obtain 
such  a  list,  my  Lord;  and  if  I  do,  you  will  find  that  1  shall 
not  degrade  those  commissions  issued  by  Conventions,  the 
rank  of  which  you  seem  so  desirous  I  should  maintain,  but 
'  '  join  you  heartily,  if  you  choose  it,  in  one  measure  at  least, 

■  that  of  returning  to  their  friends  such  prisoners  as  we  have 
**6f  yours,  and  restoring  to  the  bosom  of  their  country  those 

that  you  have  torn  from  it. 

I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power,  till  Within  this  hour,  to 
answer  your  favour  of  last  night ;  the  delay  you  will  please 
to  excuse. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordshijj's  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Robert  Howe. 

To  His  Excellency  Lord  Dunmore. 


TOBIES  IN  SUSSEX  COUNTY,  NEVZ-JCRSEY. 

Newtown,  Sussex  County,  Now-Jnts^y, 
Dcconiber  28,  1775. 

List  J\itsd/iy,  the  S!6lh  instant,  about  four  hundred  of 
the  militia  of  this  County,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Ephrdim  Marlin  and  Mnrk  Thompson,  assembled  and  pro- 
ceeded in  good  Order  ahd  regularity,  in  quest  of  Tories,  a 
considerable  number  of  whbm  (inhabitants  of  this  County) 
liad  entered  into  a  combination  and  agreement  not  to  com- 


ply with  any  Congress  measures ;  about  forty,  we  hear, 
are  taken,  most  of  whom  have  recanted,  signed  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  profess  themselves  true  Sons  of  Liberty,  be- 
ing fully  convinced  of  their  error :  and  that  two  or  three 
who  remain  incorrigible  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Congress  to 
be  dealt  with. 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  RECEITED  AT  HULL,  IN  ENGLAND, 
FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NORTH-CAROLINA,  DATED  DE- 
CEMBER 29,  1775. 

Our  Provincial  Convention,  at  their  last  meeting,  ap- 
pointed Committees  of  Safety,  consisting  of  thirteen  mem- 
bers for  each  of  the  six  districts  of  the  Province;  and  these 
Committees,  by  authority  of  the  Convention,  elected  a  Pro- 
vintial  Council,  consisting  likewise  of  thirteen.  The  Le- 
gislative, Judicial,  and  Executive  powers  of  Government, 
are  now  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Council  and  Com- 
mittees. Governour  Martin  is  still  on  board  the  Cruiser, 
sloop-of-war,  from  which  he  issued  a  proclamation,  for- 
bidding a  meeting  of  the  Convention,  which  they  resolved 
was  a  false,  scandalous,  scurrilous,  and  malicious  libel,  tend- 
ing to  stir  up  tumults  and  insurrections,  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  &.C.,  and  ordered  it 
to  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done.  They  appointed  two  Treasurers,  and  ordered 
them  to  draw  on  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pay  and 
maintenance  of  three  thousand  Minute-Men  ;  and  to  re- 
place that  sum,  they  have  issued  paper  bills  of  credit  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  laid 
penalties  on  those  who  should  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
bills,  or  offer  them  at  less  than  eight  shillings  for  a  dollar. 
The  Minute-Men  are  to  be  trained  every  day,  Sundays  not 
excepted ;  the  uniform  is  a  hunting-shirt,  leggings,  or  spat- 
terdashes, with  garters.  To  encourage  the  supplying  our- 
selves with  what  we  used  to  import  from  Great  Britain, 
they  have  voted  large  premiums  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  erect  furnaces  for  refining  iron,  slitting  mills,  steel 
furnaces,  and  also,  for  the  making  of  cotton  cards,  needles 
and  pins  ;  the  refining  of  sulphur,  and  making  saltpetre  and 
gunpowder  in  this  Colony. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Test  drawn  up  by  the  Con- 
vention, signed  by  themselves,  the  Provincial  Council, 
Committees  of  Safety,  &.c.  &;c.,  viz: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  professing  our  allegiance  to  the 
King,  and  acknowledging  the  Constitutional  Executive 
power  of  Government,  do  solemnly  profess,  testify,  and 
declare,  that  we  do  absolutely  believe  that  neither  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  constituent  member 
thereof,  have  a  right  to  impose  taxes  on  these  Colonies  to 
regulate  the  internal  policy  thereof;  and  that  all  attempts, 
by  fraud  or  force,  to  establish  and  exercise  such  claims  and 
powers,  are  violations  of  the  peace  and  security  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  ought  to  be  resisted  to  the  utmost.  And,  that  the 
people  of  this  Province,  singly  and  collectively,  are  bound 
by  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  Continental  and  Provin- 
cial Congresses ;  because,  in  both,  they  are  freely  repre- 
sented by  persons  chosen  by  themselves. 

"  And  we  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  engage, 
under  the  sanction  of  virtue,  honour,  and  the  sacred  love 
of  liberty  and  our  country,  to  maintain  and  support  all  and 
every  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  regulations  of  tlie  said  Con- 
tinental and  Provincial  Congresses,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power  and  abilities. 

"  In  testimony  whereof,"  &c. 

The  former  Convention  voted  fifty  thousand  pounds  for 
raising  and  embodying  one  thousand  men,  to  be  employed 
in  the  common  cause,  which  were  accordingly  raised.  A 
body  of  five  hundred  of  them  are  now  encamped  near  fVil- 
mington.     It  is  reported  that  many  of  them  desert. 

We  have  but  little  communication  with  the  neighbour- 
ing Provinces,  owing  to  the  distracted  state  of  the  whole 
Continent ;  and  what  we  hear  is  not  always  to  be  depend- 
ed opon.  The  last  accounts  from  Virginia  say,  that  Lord 
Dunmore  does  not  lose  ground ;  and  since  his  proclama- 
tion, offering  freedom  to  indented  servants  and  slaves,  many 
people  have  joined  him  to  save  their  property.  He  seized 
a  printing  press  at  Norfolk,  which  he  employs  for  his  own 
purposes ;  and,  by   the   means   of  Negroes,  and  otiiers, 
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continues  to  circulate  his  proclamations  and  intelligence 
through  the  country.  It  is  said  that  Colonel  Henry,  with 
a  large  body  of  men,  is  gone  against  him ;  and  a  General 
from  the  American  camp,  at  Cambridge,  in  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  is  expected  on  the  same  service. 

A  gentleman,  who  lately  passed  this  way  from  South- 
Carolina,  said  that  Lord  William  Campbell,  Governour  of 
that  Province,  and  his  Secretary,  were  still  on  board  the 
Tamer,  sloop-of-war.  The  Governour's  lady  remained  at 
his  house  in  Charlestown.  Mr.  Stuart,  Superintendent  of 
Indian  Affairs,  who  had  fled  to  East-Florida  in  May  last, 
lately  held  a  Congress  with  a  great  number  of  Indians, 
near  St.  Augustine,  but  they  had  not  learnt,  at  Charles- 
town, what  had  been  done  by  him  and  them.  The  Govern- 
ment of  SowfA- Carc/jna  has  been,  for  some  time,  in  the 
hands  of  a  Council  of  Safety,  consisting  of  thirteen,  and  a 
General  Committee  of  ninety-nine,  who  permitted  several 
vessels  to  carry  rice  to  the  West-Indies,  on  condition  of 
their  bringing  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  and  other  ne- 
cessaries in  return ;  and  so  strictly  do  they  adhere  to  the 
General  Continental  Association,  that  a  quantity  of  cloth- 
ing, shipped  from  a  foreign  Island,  being  discovered  to  be 
of  British  manufacture,  was  sent  back  in  the  vessel  that 
brought  it.  Some  of  the  fire-arms,  which  were  French, 
had,  on  trial,  been  found  good  for  nothing.  They  have 
two  regiments  of  Foot  and  one  of  Horse  in  actual  pay,  be- 
sides a  great  number  of  Volunteer  Companies  daily  training, 
exclusive  of  the  Militia,  all  which  are  under  the  command 
and  direction  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

An  attack  on  Charlestown  has  been  for  some  time  ex- 
pected, by  an  armament  from  England,  on  which  account 
many  of  the  inhabitants  have  left  the  town,  almost  all  the 
merchandise  and  valuable  effects  are  removed,  and  the 
Provincial  records  are,  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
carried  to  Dorchester,  about  twenty  miles  up  in  the  coun- 
try. A  scheme  was  formed,  and  some  vessels  purchased, 
in  order  to  attack  and  seize  the  Tamer,  sloop ;  but,  when 
the  vessels  were  fitted  out  and  armed,  some  misapprehen- 
sion or  misunderstanding  arose  among  the  several  compa- 
nies destined  for  the  service,  and  the  design  was  given  up 
or  postponed.  It  was  said  that  the  sum  of  one  million 
pounds,  currency,  issued  by  the  Congress  last  Summer,  was 
nearly  expended  in  putting  the  Colony  in  a  state  of  de- 
fence ;  cash  was  very  scarce,  and  many  persons  were  issu- 
ing their  own  notes. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  COURT  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS-BAY. 

Cambridge,  December  29,  1775. 
Gentlemen  :  Having  never  considered  the  four  inde- 
pendent companies  which  have  been  doing  duty  at  Brain- 
tree,  Weymouth,  and  Hingham,  in  the  same  point  of  view  as 
the  rest  of  the  Army,  (although  some  orders  may  have  gone 
to  or  for  them,  through  the  hurry  of  business,)  nor  included 
them  in  my  Returns  lo  Congress,  according  to  the  Brigade- 
Major's  Report  from  Congress,  I  do  not  think  myself  au- 
thorized to  direct  pay  for  them  without  first  laying  the 
matter  before  Congress,  which  I  shall  do  by  enclosing  at^ 
exact  transcript  of  your  representation  of  the  case,  with  this 
single  remark  :  that,  as  they  were  not  regimented,  and  were 
doing  duty  at  some  distance  from  these  camps,  I  did  not 
know  whether  to  consider  them  as  part  of  the  Continental 
Army,  and,  therefore,  had  not  ordered  them  payment  here- 
tofore. 

With  respect  to  the  other  requisition  contained  in  youjr 
Resolve  of  the  20th,  I  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  tQ 
extend  the  guards  of  this  camp  beyond  Squantum  and 
Chelsea,  both  fit  places  for  observation.  This  was  my  sen- 
timent of  the  matter  when  the  Committee  did  me  the  hon- 
our lo  call  yesterday;  but  as  it  appeared  to  be  of  some 
importance  to  this  Government,  I  did  not  care  to  determine 
upon  it  without  asking  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  principal 
officers  in  this  Army,  whose  sentiments,  I  am  happy  to  find, 
coincide  with  my  own. 

This  might  be  assigned  as  one,  among  other  reasons,  to 
show  that  I  did  not  consider  these  four  companies  as  part 
of  the  Continental  troops ;  that  there  were  times,  in  the 
course  of  the  past  Summer,  when  I  should  not  have  suffered 
them  to  have  remained  at  the  places  they  were  posted,  if 
I  had  considered  myself  vested  with  power  to  have  with- 
drawn them. 

I  would  not  have  it  inferred,  from  hence,  that  I  do  not 
think  it  my  duty,  and  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  shall 
undertake,  to  march  troops,  if  these  lines  are  not  to  be 
exposed  by  it,  to  any  place  in  this  or  the  neighbouring 
Governments,  to  oppose  an  invasion.  But,  whilst  the  body 
of  the  Ministerial  troops  continue  in  Boston,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  Army  remain  as  they  are,  it  must  be  my 
first  object  to  guard  these  lines. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  he, 

George  WASHtNGTON. 


CAPTAIN  BELLEW  TO  COLONEL  HOWE. 

Ship  Liverpool,  off  Norfolk,  December  30, 1775. 

Sir:  As  I  hold  it  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  my 
commission  to  suffer  men,  in  arms  against  their  Sovereign 
and  the  laws,  to  appear  before  His  Majesty's  ships,  I  desire 
you  will  cause  your  sentinels,  in  the  town  of  Norfolk,  to 
avoid  being  seen,  that  women  and  children  may  not 
feel  the  effects  of  their  audacity ;  and  it  would  not  be  im- 
prudent if  both  were  to  leave  the  town. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Henby  Bellew. 
To  Robert  Howe,  Esq. 

COLONEL  HOWE  TO  CAPTAIN  BELLEW. 

Norfolk,  December  30,  1775. 
I  am  too  much  of  an  officer  to  wish  you  to  do  any  thing 
incompatible  with  the  honour  of  your  commission,  or  to 
recede,  myself,  from  any  point  which  I  conceive  to  be  my 
duty.  Under  the  influence  of  reciprocal  feelings,  conse- 
quences may  ensue  which  either,  perhaps,  would  choose  to 
avoid.  Our  sentinels  have  received  orders  not  to  fire  at 
your  boats,  or  any  other,  unless  approaching  the  shore  in  a 
hostile  manner.  If  they  exceed  this  order,  we  would  pun- 
ish them  ourselves  ;  or,  if  you  do  it,  we  shall  thank  you  for 
it.  If,  however,  your  resentment  extends  farther  than 
merely  to  them,  I  should  wish  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
who  have  nothing  to  do  in  this  matter,  may  have  time  to 
remove  with  their  effects.  And,  as  to  the  rest,  I  should 
be  unworthy  of  the  respect  of  a  man  of  your  character,  if 
I  consulted  any  thing  but  my  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Robert  Howe. 
To  Henry  Beliew,  Esq.  .^ 


GENERAL  GATES  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Head.Quarters,  Friday  night,  8  o'clock,  ) 
^December  29,  1775.      {' 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  just  informed  that 
you  propose  to  execute  the  project  to-night,  which,  by 
some  mischance,  was  delayed  last  night.  If  no  intelli- 
gence of  your  intention  has  already  reached  the  enemy, 
there  is  no  doubt  they  were  sufficiently  informed,  by  the 
firing,  by  the  tracks  this  morning  they  discovered  in  the 
snow,  and  other  circumstances,  that  they  are  acquainted 
with  your  design.  His  Excellency,  therefore,  orders  me 
to  say,  you  had  better  wait  a  more  favourable  opportunity, 
when  the  absence  of  the  moon,  the  light  afforded  by  the 
snow,  and  weather  more  suitable  to  prevent  discovery, 
correspond  to  give  success  to  your  undertaking. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adj't  General. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  Sullivan,  Winter-HUl. 


WINTHBOP  SARGENT  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Glouceeter,  December  29,  1775. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  At  the  request  of 
Messrs.  Jacob  Green  8f  Co.,  owners  of  the  sloop  .Sjpecdf- 
^^ell, Cory,  Master,  lately  taken  by  Captain  Brigh- 
ton and  sent  into  this  harbour,  we  have  maturely  considered 
the  within  enclosed  account,  so  far  as  it  is  carried  out,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  charges  are  reasonable,  and  that 
the  losses  were  sustained ;  and  are  further  of  opinion,  that 
the  captors,  in  justice,  should  pay  it,  with  the  remainder 
of  the  account,  when  the  same  can  be  ascertained.  And 
we  do  recommend  to  your  Excellency  the  same,  hoping 
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you  will  order  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  sufferers ; 
and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 
WiNTHROp  Sargent, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


80DTH-CAK0LINA  COUNCIL  OF   SAFETY  TO   THE  CONTINEN- 
TAL TREASURERS. 

In  the  Council  of  Safety,  Charlostown,  S.  C  ,  ? 
December  31,  1775.     j 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress,  by  a  Resolution  of  the 
12tli  July  last,  empoveered  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Southern  Department,  to  receive  from  the 
Continental  Treasury  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  treaties  and  presents  to  Indians.  The 
Commissioners  met  at  Salisbury  on  the  13lh  ultimo,  and, 
among  other  proceedings,  (copies  of  all  which  they  trans- 
mitted to  the  Congress,)  resolved  on  a  meeting  with  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  empowered  three  of  their 
members  to  purchase  goods  for  presents  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  draw  on  us  for  ten  thousand  <lollars,  and  required 
us  to  advance  them,  and  draw  on  you  for  the  like  sum. 
We  have,  accordingly,  agreed  to  do  so,  acquainted  them 
therewith,  and  shall  pay  their  draft  when  presented,  which 
we  expect  will  be  soon. 

As  we  have  occasion  to  send  a  gentleman.  Captain 
Robert  Cochran,  to  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  on  some  par- 
ticular business  of  the  Colony,  in  the  execution  of  which 
he  will  require  money,  we  have  thought  proper  to  draw 
on  you,  in  his  favour,  for  the  sum,  to  be  paid  as  he  rnay 
have  occasion.  We  should  have  procured  an  order  from 
the  Commissioners,  which  would  have  been  a  more  formal 
and  proper  way  of  doing  the  business,  but  the  service  on 
which  this  gentleman  goes  requires  despatch,  money  for 
him  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  only  Commissioner 
in  this  Colony  lives  at  a  very  great  distance,  another  is  in 
Georgia,  a  third  in  the  Cherokee  country,  another  in 
North- Carolina,  and  the  fifth  in  Virgina ;  so  that  waiting 
for  a  draft  from  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  would  have 
occasioned  much  delay.  We  liave,  therefore,  only  to  re- 
peat, that  we  hope  Mr.  Cochran  will  meet  with  no  disap- 
pointment, as  it  would  frustrate  our  scheme,  and  be  very 
detrimental  to  this  Colony  in  particular,  and,  perhaps,  to 
America  in  general.  We  presume  the  Congress  is  ad- 
journed, or  should  have  wrote  to  them  on  the  subject.  If 
they  are,  and  you  have  any  doubts  about  the  propriety  of 
paying  this  money,  be  pleased  to  mention  them  to  the 
Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  and  Mr.  Charles  Thomson,  who, 
we  think,  will  remove  them. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  : 

Henry  Laurens,  President. 

To  George  Clymer  and  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esquires,  Con- 
tinental Treasurers,  at  Philadelphia. 

FREDERICK  COUNTY  (maRYLANd)  COMMITTEE    TO  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Fredericktown,  Frederick  County,  Md., 
December  30,  1775. 

Sik:  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  8th  instant,  which  only 
came  to  hand  yesterday  evening,  enclosing  a  resolve  of 
the  Congress  respecting  the  removal  of  Connolly,  Came- 
ron, and  Smith,  to  Philadelphia.  In  obedience  thereto, 
the  Committee  have  sent  the  prisoners,  under  guard  of  an 
officer  (Dr.  Adam  Fisher)  and  ten  privates,  and  make  no 
doubt  of  their  being  safely  delivered,  agreeably  to  order. 
The  guard  expect  to  be  reimbursed  their  necessary  ex- 
penses, which  the  Committee  do,  and  they  hope  the  Con- 
gress will,  think  reasonable. 

I  am  directed,  also,  to  transmit  you  an  account  of  the 
expenses  incurred,  on  account  of  the  prisoners,  during  their 
confinement  here,  amounting  to  £27  l-is.  .'iW.,  which  sum 
the  Committee  request  the  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
order  to  be  paid  to  the  bearer.  Dr.  Fisher. 

The  jail  of  the  County  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  altogether  insecure,  they  were  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  hiring  rooms  for  the  prisoners,  and  of  appointing 
a  guard  to  prevent  their  escape.  The  Militia  of  this  town 
performed  that  duty  till  lately,  but,  on  their  refusing  to 
serve  any  longer  without  a   reasonable  satisfaction  being 


made,  they  were  obliged  to  hire  a  guard.  This  has  added 
to  the  expense,  which  the  Committee  would  willingly 
have  saved,  but  which,  in  our  circumstances,  could  not  be 
avoided. 

1  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Hanson,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress,  Philadelphia. 

P.  S.  Since  sealing  this  letter,  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint 
you  that  Smith  has  made  his  escape. 

John  Hanson,  Jud. 


GENERAIj  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  6,  1776.] 

Sunday  evening,  December  31,  1775. 

Sir:  This  moment  an  express  arrived  from  General 
fVooster.  Copy  of  his  letter,  with  copy  of  a  letter  from 
General  Montgomery  to  him,  I  now  enclose  you. 

1  cannot  procure  any  gold  or  silver  here  to  send  to 
Canada.  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  to  be  had  at  Philadelphia, 
as  a  considerable  time  has  already  elapsed  since  Congress 
gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  a  supply  would  be  sent. 

I  cannot,  sir,  help  repeating  my  wish  that  a  considerable 
force  should  be  immediately  sent  into  Canada;  the  ne- 
cessity appears  to  me  indispensable,  for  I  do  most  sincerely 
believe  that,  unless  such  a  measure  be  adopted,  we  shall 
severely  repent  of  it,  perhaps  when  too  late  to  afford  a 
remedy.  1  beg  a  thousand  pardons  of  Congress  for  my 
importunity  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  hope  they  will  have 
charity  enough  to  impute  it  to  my  zeal  for  the  American 
cause. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  the  troops  that  are  at  Ticonde- 
roga  will  leave  it  to-morrow,  and  I  have  none  to  send 
there.  The  few  that  are  here  refuse  to  remain  until 
Tuesday,  to  escort  the  provisions,  before  which  I  cannot 
move  them,  for  want  of  carriages. 

I  have  been  so  very  long  without  hearing  from  Con- 
gress, that  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  the  honour  of 
a  line  from  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  regard, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  fee. 


COLONEL  DONALD  CAMPBELL  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 
[Road  January  17,  1776.] 
At  Holland-House,  Saturday,  December  31,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  with  the  greatest  distress  of  mind,  that 
I  have  the  task  of  communicating  to  you  the  event  of  an 
unfortunate  attempt  that  was  made  to  storm  the  town  of 
^uebeck,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  seven  this  morn- 
ing, by  four  different  attacks ;  unfortunate,  indeed,  when, 
with  bitterness  of  soul,  1  inform  you  that  the  gallant  and 
amiable  General  Montgomery  was  killed  the  first  fire,  as, 
also,  his  valiant  Aid-de-camp,  Captain  John  Macpherson, 
and  Captain  Cheeseman,  of  the  first  Netc-Yorkers,  with 
two  or  three  more.  All  this  happened  in  the  attack  on 
the  lower  town,  at  Anse  de  Meres,  where  were  the  three 
battalions  of  Ybrfcer*,  commanded  by  the  General,  whom 
I  attended;  and  I  found  myself  under  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  drawing  off  the  troops  (too  ready  to  depart)  at 
about  seven  o'clock,  after  having  passed  the  first  barrier, 
and  just  opening  to  attempt  the  second. 

In  the  other  principal  attack,  made  by  Colonel  Arnold, 
with  the  detachment  under  his  command.  Captain  Lamb's 
company  of  Artillery  and  two  field-pieces,  on  sleighs,  were 
at  the  Sole  de  Mattelan,  where  he  succeeded  so  far  as  to 
force  one  gate,  or  barrier,  and  battery,  with  the  misfortune 
of  having  his  leg  splintered,  yet  I  hope  not  very  danger- 
ous, though,  from  his  gallant  conduct,  he  sustained  a  con- 
siderable loss  of  blood,  and  is  now  in  the  General  Hospital, 
as,  also.  Brigadier  Major  Ogden,  vifho  was  shot  (a  flesh 
wound)  through  the  upper  part  of  his  shoulder,  after  a 
spirited  and  officer-like  conduct,  which  was  distinguishable 
in  the  whole  of  the  officers,  particularly  Ijieutenant-Colo- 
nel  Green,  Major  Bigelow,  and  Major  Meigs,  as,  also. 
Captain  E.  Oswald,  Secretary  to  Colonel  Arnold  and  a 
volunteer  in  the  campaign;  yet,  after  carrying  that  barrier 
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and  a  second  one,  they  now  remain  in  possession  of  tiie 
house  from  Limeburner' s  IVkarf,  in  tiie  lower  town,  to 
the  second  barrier,  where  they  now  maintain  themselves, 
with  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  ;  and  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  support  them  till  dark,  when  I  shall 
hope  to  draw  them  off;  for  which  purpose,  1  sent  Colonel 
James  Livingston,  with  some  of  his  regiment,  and  Major 
Dubois,  of  the  Third  Yorkers,  with  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred men,  down  to  the  General  Hospital,  to  endeavour  to 
throw  themselves  in,  between  this  and  night,  or  get  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Green  and  his  party  out. 

The  other  attack  was  with  Colonel  Livingston  and  his 
Canadians,  to  endeavour  burning  St.  John's  Gate  with 
prepared  faggots  of  combustible  matter,  which  was  not 
effected,  owing  to  an  early  alarm  in  town.  And  the  last 
was  by  another  storm  attack,  from  Major  Brown's  detach- 
ment, on  Cape-Diamond,  commanded  by  Capt.  Brown. 

Thus  you  have  the  four  attacks  that  were  concerted 
between  the  dear  deceased  General  Montgomery  and  Colo- 
nel Arnold,  which  was,  in  many  respects,  hurried,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  inlistment  of  the  troops  under 
Colonel  Arnold,  whose  service  expires  this  day.  Our 
whole  loss,  as  far  as  1  can  collect  without  returns,  does  not 
exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  killed  and  wounded,  yet  I 
think  a  reinforcement  of  two  hundred  men,  immediately, 
from  Montreal,  would  be  very  proper ;  at  the  same  time, 
1  leave  it  to  you  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  disarming 
the  Tories  of  Montreal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  assure 
you,  it  is  no  pleasure  to  me  to  enjoy  the  command  which 
falls  on  me  from  the  death  of  the  General,  and  Colonel 
Arnold's  keeping  his  bed ;  therefore,  I  request  you  will 
set  out  for  this  place  as  instantly  as  you  can,  as  your  pre- 
sence is  essential,  on  many  accounts.  I  shall  order  every 
care  of  the  troops,  and  disposition  that  may  occur  to  me 
necessary.  I  must  remind  you  of  cash,  as  there  is  not 
above  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  here,  from  my  recol- 
lection of  what  the  General  said  a  few  days  ago;  but  I 
have  not  yet  examined  any  thing,  and  it  is  unfortunate,  in 
a  particular  manner,  that  both  are  gone  who  had  the  charge 
of  it.  The  great  consumption  of  powder  from  the  garri- 
son is  an  object  which  the  General  had  much  at  heart,  and 
may  be  worthy  of  remark  to  the  Congress,  as  well  as  full 
of  force  for  this  country,  as  you  must  be  convinced  the 
Canadians  will  never  be  so  firmly  on  our  side  as  when 
they  are  convinced  we  hold  the  scales.  I  hope  the  last 
affair  will  not  strike  them  in  the  light  it  does  me.  I  shall 
not  make  any  alterations  in  commissions  or  officers,  till  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here,  though  application 
has  been  made.  The  remaining  Aid-de-camp,  Mr.  Aaron 
Burr,  I  would  gladly  recommend  to  you,  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased  General,  as  well  as  his  own  personal  bra- 
very and  good  conduct. 

I  thought  to  have  sent  Mr.  Melchior's  express  with  this, 
but  the  bearer,  Mr.  Edward  Antill,  appointed  by  the 
General  as  Engineer,  (whom  I  recommend  to  your  favour 
and  attention,)  being  well  acquainted  on  the  road,  I  prefer 
him,  for  sake  of  despatch,  as  I  consider  every  moment  im- 
portant, and  to  whom  I  refer  you  to  correct  this  hurried 
scroll,  and  give  you  particulars  he  was  eye-witness  to. 
My  love  to  all  friends  and  acquaintance,  that  inquire  for 
nie,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  love  and  esteem, 
Your  most  obedient,  bumble  servant, 

Donald  Campbell. 
To  General  IVoosier. 


COLONEL  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTEB. 

General  Hospital,  December  31,  1775. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  make  no  doubt  but  General  Montgomery 
acquainted  you  with  his  intentions  of  storming  (^uebeck, 
as  soon  as  a  good  opportunity  offered.  As  we  had  several 
men  deserted  from  us  a  few  days  past,  the  General  was  in- 
duced to  alter  his  plan,  (which  was,  to  have  attacked  the 
upper  and  lower  town  at  the  same  time,)  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  make  two  different  attacks  upon  the  lower 
town  ;  the  one  at  Cape-Diamond,  the  other  through  St. 
Roque's.  For  the  last  attack  1  was  ordered,  with  my  own 
detachment  and  Captain  Lamb's  company  of  Artillery. 
At  five  o'clock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the  attack,  a  false 
attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  upon  the  upper  town. 
We,  accordingly,  began  our  march.     I  passed  tlirough  St. 
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Roqxie's,  and  approached  near  a  two-gun  battery,  picketed 
in,  without  being  discovered,  which  we  attacked;  it  was 
bravely  defended  for  about  an  hour,  but,  with  the  loss  of 
a  number  of  men,  we  carried  it.  In  the  attack,  I  was  shot 
through  the  leg,  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  to  the  Hos- 
pital, where  I  soon  heard  the  disngreeable  news  that  the 
General  was  defeated  at  Cape-Diamond,  himself,  Captain 
Macpherson,  his  Aid-de-camp,  and  Captain  Chteseman, 
killed  on  the  spot,  with  a  number  of  others  not  known. 
After  gaining  the  battery,  my  detachment  pushed  on  to  a 
second  barrier,  which  they  took  possession  of;  at  the  same 
time  the  enemy  sallied  out  from  Falace-Gate  and  attacked 
them  in  the  rear.  A  field-piece,  which  the  roughness  of 
the  road  would  not  permit  our  carrying  on,  fell  into  the 
enemy's  hands,  with  a  number  of  prisoners.  The  last 
accounts  from  my  detachment,  about  ten  minutes  since, 
they  were  pushing  for  the  lower  town.  Their  communi- 
cation with  me  was  cut  off.  I  am  exceedingly  apprehen- 
sive what  the  event  will  be  ;  they  will  either  carry  the 
lower  town,  be  made  prisoners,  or  cut  to  pieces.  1  thought 
proper  to  send  an  express  to  let  you  know  the  critical 
situation  we  are  in,  and  make  no  doubt  you  will  give  us 
all  the  assistance  in  your  power.  As  I  am  not  able  to  act, 
I  shall  give  up  the  command  to  Colonel  Campbell.  I  beg 
you  will  immediately  send  an  express  to  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  and  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington. The  loss  of  my  detachment,  before  I  left  it,  was 
about  two  hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  latter  is  Major  Ogden,  who,  with  Captain  Oswald, 
Captain  Burr,  and  the  other  volunteers,  behaved  extremely 
well.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

B.  Arnold. 
To  General  fVooster,  Montreal. 

P.  S.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  our  future  operations 
will  be,  until  we  know  the  fate  of  my  detachment. 


general  GREENE  TO  SAMUEL  WARD. 

Prospoct-Hill,  December  31,  1775. 

You  entreat  the  General  Officers  to  recommend  to  the 
Congress  the  giving  of  a  bounty.  But  his  Excellency, 
General  Washington,  has  often  assured  us  that  the  Con- 
gress would  not  give  a  bounty,  and  before  they  would  give 
a  bounty  they  would  give  up  the  dispute. 

The  cement  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Colo- 
nies is  not  very  strong,  if  forty  thousand  lawful,  will  induce 
the  Congress  to  give  us  up.  Although  I  do  not  imagine  that 
the  necessity  of  allowing  a  bounty  would  have  broken  the 
Union,  yet  it  was  a  sufficient  intimation  that  the  bare  men- 
tion was  disagreeable.  Can  you  think  we  should  hesitate 
a  moment  to  recommend  a  bounty,  if  we  thought  ourselves 
at  liberty  to  do  so?  We  should  then  have  an  opportunity 
of  picking  the  best  men,  filling  the  Army  soon,  keeping  up 
a  proper  discipline,  and  preserving  good  order  and  govern- 
ment in  camp  ;  while  we  are  now  obliged  to  relax  the  very 
sinews  of  military  government,  and  give  a  latitude  of  indul- 
gence to  the  soldiery  incompatible  with  security  of  either 
camp  or  country. 

What  reason  have  you  to  think  that  a  proposition  of  that 
sort,  if  it  came  recommended  by  General  Officers,  would  be 
acceded  to  by  the  Congress  ?  Most  of  the  Generals  be- 
long to  the  Northern  Governments  ;  if  the  Congress  refuse 
to  hear  their  Delegates,  I  apprehend  they  would  the  Gen- 
erals also.  The  Congress  cannot  suppose  that  the  Gen- 
erals are  better  acquainted  with  the  temper  and  genius  of 
this  people  than  the  Delegates  are  from  these  Provinces ; 
and  why  they  should  refuse  to  hear  yoU,  and  not  us,  I  can- 
not imagine. 

A  good  politician  will  always  have  an  eye  to  economy  ; 
but,  to  form  an  extensive  plan,  and  not  provide  the  means 
for  carrying  it  into  execution,  betrays  either  a  defect  in 
counsel,  or  want  of  resolution  to  prosecute. 

There  is  nothing  that  will  encourage  our  enemies,  both 
external  and  internal,  like  the  difficulties  we  meet  in  raising 
a  new  Army.  If  we  had  given  a  good  bounty,  and  raised 
the  troops  speedily,  it  would  have  struck  the  Ministry  with 
astonishment  to  see  that  four  Colonies  could  raise  such  an 
army  in  so  short  a  time.  They  could  not  expect  to  con- 
quer a  people  so  united,  firm,  and  resolutely  determined  to 
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defend  their  rights  and  privileges.  But,  from  the  difficul- 
ties we  meet  with,  the  confusion  and  disorder  we  are  in,  the 
farge  number  of  the  soldiers  who  are  going  home,  our  ene- 
mies will  draw  a  conclusion,  that  we  are  like  a  rope  of  sand, 
and  that  we  shall  soon  break  to  pieces.  God  grant  it  may 
not  be  the  case. 

You  misunderstand  me,  my  dear  sir,  or  I  wrote  what  I 
did  not  mean.  It  was  not  the  lower  class  of  people  that 
I  meant  to  complain  of,  but  the  merchanls  and  wealthy 
farmers,  who,  1  think,  do  not  exert  themselves  as  they 
ought.  This  is  no  time  for  getting  riches,  but  to  secure 
what  we  have  got.  Every  shadow  of  oppression  or  extor- 
tion ought  to  disappear  ;  but,  instead  of  this,  we  find  many 
articles  of  merchandise  enhanced  in  price  four  times  the 
first  cost,  and  most  of  them  cent  per  cent.  The  farmers  are 
extortionate,  whenever  their  situation  furnishes  them  with 
an  opportunity.  These  are  the  people  that  1  complain 
most  of;  they  are  wounding  the  cause.  When  people  are 
distressed,  it  is  natural  for  them  to  try  every  thing,  and 
every  where,  to  get  relief;  and,  to  find  oppression  instead 
of  relief  from  these  two  orders  of  men,  will  go  near  to  dri- 
ving the  poorer  sort  to  desperation.  It  will  be  good  policy 
in  the  United  Colonies  to  render  the  poorer  sort  of  peo- 
ple as  easy  and  happy,  under  their  present  circumstances, 
as  possible ;  for  they  are  creatures  of  a  day,  and  present 
gain  and  gratification,  though  small,  has  more  weight  with 
them  than  much  greater  advantages  at  a  distance.  A  good 
politician  must,  and  will,  consider  the  temper  of  the  times, 
and  the  prejudices  of  the  people  he  has  to  deal  with,  when 
he  takes  his  measures  to  execute  any  great  design. 

The  current  sentiment  in  the  New-England  Colonies, 
generally,  favours  the  Opposition ;  but,  if  the  distresses  of 
the  people  are  multiplied,  their  opinions  may  change. 
They  will  naturally  look  back  upon  their  former  happy 
situation,  and  contrast  that  with  their  present  worse  condi- 
tion, and  conclude  that  the  source  of  all  their  misery  origi- 
nates in  their  dispute  with  Great  Britain. 

If  all  the  maritime  towns  throughout  the  United  Colo- 
nies had  a  body  of  troops  in  continual  pay,  it  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  remedy  this  evil.  Provision  must  be  made 
for  those  who  are  thrown  out  of  employ  by  the  decay  of 
trade.  If  they  are  not  engaged  for  us,  necessity  will  oblige 
them  to  engage  against  us;  for  they  cannot  live  upon  the 
air.  What  signifies  our  being  frightened  at  the  expense  ? 
If  we  succeed,  we  gain  all ;  but,  if  we  are  conquered,  we 
lose  ail;  not  only  our  present  possessions,  but  all  our  fu- 
ture labours  will  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  haugh- 
ty, proud,  insolent  set  of  puppies,  whose  greatest  merit  with 
the  Crown  will  be,  to  render  the  people  as  completely  hum- 
ble as  possible. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  Congress  should  embody  seventy 
thousand  men  ;  all  the  troops  raised  in  the  different  Colo- 
nies to  be  upon  Continental  pay;  and  where  there  any  sta- 
tioned for  the  protection  of  any  particular  Province,  to  be 
considered  as  a  detachment  from  the  Grand  Army;  and  all, 
in  every  Province,  to  be  subject  to  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  and  at  his  disposal  and  discretion.  A  body  of  troops 
in  each  Colony  would  support  the  spirited,  confirm  the 
weak  and  wavering,  and  awe  our  oppressors  into  submis- 
sion ;  for  there  are  no  arguments,  however  well  supported 
by  truth  and  reason,  that  carry  such  conviction  with  them 
as  those  which  are  enforced  from  the  muzzle  of  a  gun,  or 
the  point  of  a  bayonet. 

If  the  Southern  and  Northern  troops  were  exchanged,  it 
would  be  serviceable  to  the  cause.  It  would,  in  a  great 
measure,  cure  the  itch  for  going  home  on  furlough,  and 
save  the  Continent  the  needless  expense  of  paying  a  large 
body  of  troops  that  are  absent  from  camp. 

You  complain,  and  say  the  New-England  Colonies  are 
treated  ill.  Why  are  they  treated  so?  You  think  there 
ought  to  have  been  a  bounty  given.  The  Congress  always 
had  it  in  their  power  to  give  a  bounty,  if  they  pleased. 
Why  were  not  the  New-England  Delegates  sent  to  esta- 
blish the  plan  for  the  constitution  of  the  new  Army  ?  Why 
were  strangers  sent  at  so  critical  a  period  ?  History  does 
not  afford  so  dangerous  a  measure  as  that  of  disbanding  an 
old  army  and  forming  a  new  one,  within  point  blank  shot 
of  the  enemy.  This  task  was  rendered  very  difficult,  by 
the  reduction  of  eleven  regiments,  and  the  discharge  of 
such  a  number  of  officers,  who  have  done  every  thing  to 
obstruct  and  retard  the  filling  the  new  Army,  in  hopes  to 


ruin  the  establishment  and  bring  themselves  mto  place 
again. 

From  whence  originates  that  groundless  jealousy  of  the 
New-England  Colonies?  I  believe  there  is  nothing  more 
remote  from  their  thoughts,  than  designs  unfavourable  to 
the  equal  rights  of  the  other  Colonies.  For  my  own  part, 
I  abhor  the  thoughts,  and  cannot  help  thinking  it  highly 
injurious  lo  ihc  New- England  people,  who  ever  have  been 
distinguished  for  their  justice  and  moderation.  I  mention- 
ed this  subject  to  Mr.  Lynch  and  Colonel  Harrison,  who 
assured  me  there  was  no  such  sentiment  prevailing  in  Con- 
gress, nor  among  the  Southern  inhabitants  of  any  respect- 
ability. I  am  sorry  to  find  ihey  were  mistaken.  It  grieves 
me  that  such  jealousies  should  prevail.  If  they  are  nourish- 
ed, they  will,  sooner  or  later,  sap  the  foundation  of  the 
Union,  and  dissolve  the  connection.  God  in  mercy  avert 
so  dreadful  an  evil.  How  unhappy  is  it,  for  the  interests 
of  America,  that  such  Colonial  prejudices  should  prevail, 
and  partial  motives  influence  her  councils  !  The  interests 
of  one  Colony  are  no  ways  incompatible  with  the  interests 
of  another.  We  have  all  one  common  interest,  and  one 
common  wish,  to  be  free  from  Parliamentary  jurisdiction 
and  taxation.  The  different  climates  and  produce  of  the 
Colonies  will  ever  preserve  a  harmony  amongst  them,  by 
an  active  trade  and  commerce.  Each  Colony  will  have 
the  benefit  of  its  own  staples,  whether  they  are  indepen- 
dent, or  connected  with  Great  Britain. 

Governour  Franklin  of  [New-Jersey]  and  the  Assembly 
go  on  with  a  high  hand.  His  impudence,  and  the  Con- 
gress's silence,  astonish  all  this  part  of  the  world.  To  suf- 
fer such  presumption  to  go  unpunished,  betrays  a  want  of 
spirit  to  resent,  or  power  to  punish.  The  dignity  of  the 
Congress  ought  to  be  held  sacred,  or  else  its  authority  will 
soon  be  brought  into  contempt.  His  conduct  is  calculated 
to  breed  a  mutiny  in  the  State;  such  budding  mischiefs 
cannot  be  too  early  nipped  ;  diseases  that  might  have  been 
easily  remedied  if  seasonably  attended  to,  have  often  been 
rendered  incurable  by  being  too  long  neglected.  I  wish  this 
may  not  be  the  case  here. 

This  is  the  last  day  of  the  old  inlisted  soldiers'  service. 
Nothing  but  confusion  and  disorder  reign.  We  are  obliged 
to  retain  their  guns,  whether  private  or  publick  property. 
They  are  prized,  and  the  owners  paid  ;  but,  as  guns,  last 
Spring,  ran  very  high,  the  Committee  that  values  them 
sets  them  much  lower  than  the  price  they  were  purchased 
at.  This  is  looked  upon  to  be  both  tyrannical  and  unjust. 
I  am  very  sorry  that  necessity  forces  his  Excellency  to 
adopt  any  measures  disagreeable  to  the  people.  But  tlie 
Army  cannot  be  provided  for  in  any  other  way,  and  those 
we  detain  are  very  indifferent ;  generally  without  bayonets, 
and  of  diSerent  sized  bores.  Twenty  thousand  troops,  with 
such  arms,  are  not  equal,  in  an  engagement,  to  fifteen  thou-' 
sand,  with  such  arms  as  the  King's  troops  are  equipped 
with.  I  wish  our  troops  were  better  furnished.  The  ene- 
my has  a  great  advantage  over  us. 

We  have  suffered  |)rodigiously  for  want  of  wood.  Many 
regiments  have  been  obliged  to  eat  their  provisions  raw,  for 
want  of  fuel  to  cook  it;  and,  notwithstanding  we  have 
burnt  up  all  the  fences,  and  cut  down  all  the  trees  for  a 
mile  round  the  camp,  our  sufferings  have  been  inconceiv- 
able. The  barracks  have  been  greatly  delayed  for  want  of 
stuff.  Many  of  the  troops  are  yet  in  tents,  and  will  be  for 
some  time,  especially  the  officers.  The  fatigues  of  the 
campaign,  the  suffering  for  want  of  wood  and  clothing,  have 
made  a  multitude  of  soldiers  heartily  sick  of  service. 

The  Connecticut  troops  went  off,  in'spite  of  all  that  could 
be  done  to  prevent  it ;  but  they  met  with  such  an  unfa- 
vourable reception  at  home,  that  many  are  returning  to 
camp  again  already.  The  people  upon  the  road  express- 
ed so  much  abhorrence  at  their  conduct  for  quitting  the 
Army,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  jthey  got  provisions.  I 
wish  all  the  troops  now  going  home  may  meet  with  the 
same  contempt.  I  expect  the  Army,  notwithstanding  all 
the  difficulties  we  meet  with,  will  be  full  in  about  six 
weeks. 

We  never  have  been  so  weak  as  we  shall  be  to-morrow, 
when  we  dismiss  the  old  troops.  Our  growing  weaker, 
whilst  the  enemy  are  growing  stronger,  renders  our  situa- 
tion disagreeable. 

General  Lee  has  just  returned  from  Rhode-Island.  He 
has  taken  the  Tories  in  hand,  and  sworn  them,  by  a  very 
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solemn  oath,  that  they  would  not,  for  the  future,  grant  any 
supplies  to  the  enemy,  directly  or  indirectly,  nor  give  them 
any  kind  of  intelligence,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others 

without  giving  information and were 

the  principals.  He  gives  a  very  unfavourable  account  of 
the  spirit  and  resolution  of  the  people. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  recovery  of  yotir 
health,  which  may  God  in  his  providence  long  preserve, 
that  you  may  enjoy  happiness  yourself,  and  continue  a 
blessing  to  your  country. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  15,  1776.     Referred   to   Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Wilson.] 

Cambridge,  December  31,  1775. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  25th  instant,  since  which  I  am 
not  honoured  with  any  of  your  favours.  The  estimate  I 
then  enclosed  you  was  calculated  to  pay  the  troops,  &ic., 
up  to  the  1st  of  January.  That  cannot  be  done  for  want 
of  funds  in  the  Paymaster-General's  hands,  which  causes 
a  great  murmuring  amongst  those  who  are  going  off.  The 
monthly  expenses  of  this  Army  amount  to  near  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  which  I  take  the 
liberty  of  recommending  to  the  observation  of  Congress, 
that  their  future  remittances  may  be  governed  thereby.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  persons  would  wish  to  deposite 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster-General,  for  his  bills 
on  the  Treasury  at  Philadelphia.  He  has,  hitherto,  de- 
clined such  offers,  not  having  authority  from  Congress  to 
draw.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  give  this  power?  If  it 
should  be  approved  of,  you  will  please  to  point  out  the 
mode  that  the  Congress  would  choose  to  have  it  done  in. 

The  clothing  sent  to  the  Quartermaster-General  is  not 
sufficient  to  put  half  our  Army  into  regimentals,  nor  is  there 
a  possibility  of  getting  any  quantity  here.  I  have  wrote 
to  General  Schuyler,  that  l  wish  what  was  lodged  at  Alba- 
ny, could  be  spared  for  these  troops,  as  General  Montgo- 
mery would  clothe  the  men  under  his  command  at  Mon- 
treal. If  this  can  be  done,  it  will  be  of  infinite  service ; 
and  no  time  should  be  lost  in  forwarding  them  to  this 
camp. 

In  forming  the  regiments  for  the  new  establishment,  I 
thought  it  but  justice  to  appoint  the  officers,  detached  under 
Colonel  Arnold,  to  commissions  in  them.  Their  absence, 
at  present,  is  of  very  great  detriment  to  the  service,  espe- 
cially in  recruiting.  I  would,  therefore,  wish,  if  the  Con- 
gress intend  raising  troops  in  or  for  Canada,  that  they  could 
be  taken  in  there.  The  sooner  I  have  their  opinion  of  this 
matter,  the  better ;  that  if  they  can  be  commissioned  in  Ca- 
nada, I  may  appoint  officers  here  to  replace  them. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  representation  sent  to 
me  by  the  Legislative  body  of  this  Province,  respecting  four 
companies  stationed  at  Braintree,  Weymouth,  and  Hing- 
ham.  As  they  were  never  regimented,  and  were  doing 
duty  at  a  distance  from  the  rest  of  the  Army,  I  did  not 
know  whether  to  consider  them  as  a  part  of  it,  nor  do  I 
think  myself  authorized  to  direct  payment  for  them,  with- 
out the  approbation  of  Congress. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  the  free  Negroes  who 
have  served  in  this  Army  are  very  much  dissatisfied  at  being 
discarded.  As  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  they  may  seek 
employment  in  the  Ministerial  army,  I  have  presumed  to 
depart  from  the  resolution  respecting  them,  and  have  given 
license  for  their  being  inlisted.  If  this  is  disapproved  of 
by  Congress,  I  will  put  a  stop  to  it. 

I  believe  Colonel  Gridley  expects  to  be  continued  as 
Chief  Engineer  in  this  Army.  It  is  very  certain  that  we 
have  no  one  here  better  qualified.  He  has  done  very  little, 
hitherto,  in  that  department ;  but  if  the  Congress  choose  to 
appoint  him,  1  will  take  care  that  he  pays  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  it.  Before  I  quit  this  subject,  I  must  remark  that 
the  pay  of  the  Assistant  Engineers  is  so  very  small,  that 
we  cannot  expect  men  of  science  will  engage  in  it.  Those 
gentlemen  who  are  in  that  station,  remained  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  an  additional  allowance  would  be  made  them 
by  the  respective  Provinces  in  which  they  were  appointed, 
to  that  allowed  by  the  Congress. 

Captain  Freeman  arrived  this  day  at  camp  from  Canada. 
He  left  ^uebeck  the  24th  ultimo,  in  consequence  of  Gene- 
ral Carleton^s  proclamation,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 


send  you  herewith.  He  saw  Colonel  Arnold  the  26th, 
and  says  he  was  joined  at  Point-aux-Tremble  by  General 
Montgomery,  ihe  1st  instant;  that  they  were  about  two 
thousand  strong,  and  were  making  every  preparation  for 
attacking  Quebeck ;  that  General  Carleion  had  with  him 
about  twelve  hundred  men,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
sailors ;  that  it  was  his  opinion  the  French  would  give  up 
the  place,  if  they  get  the  same  conditions  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Montreal. 

Captain  Adams,  of  the  Warren,  armed  schooner,  sent  into 
Marblehead  the  sloop  Sally,  bound  from  Lisbon  to  New- 
York,  laden  with  two  pipes  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  quarter-casks  of  wine.  The  sloop  was  made  a  prize  of 
by  the  Niger,  man-of-war,  somewhere  near  Bermudas,  the 
Captain  of  whom  put  his  mate  and  five  hands  on  board, 
with  orders  to  proceed  with  her  to  Boston.  The  sloop 
and  cargo  belongs  to  Mr.  Peter  Barberie,  of  Perth- Am- 
boy,  in  New-Jersey. 

Captains  Semple  and  Harbcson  take  under  their  care 
Mr.  Kirkland,  who  appears  to  be  a  much  more  illiterate 
and  simple  man  than  his  strong  recommendations  bespake 
him.  Captain  Matthews  and  Mr.  Robinson  will  accompany 
them.  The  two  latter  were  prisoners  taken  by  Lord  Dun- 
more,  who  was  sending  them  to  iios^o/i,  from  whence  there 
is  little  doubt  but  that  they  would  be  forwarded  to  England, 
to  which  place,  I  am  credibly  informed.  Captain  Martin- 
dale,  and  the  crew  of  the  Washington,  are  sent ;  also.  Colo- 
nel Allen,  and  the  prisoners  taken  with  him  in  Canada. 
This  may  account  for  General  Howe's  silence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  mentioned  in  my  letter 
to  him. 

General  Lee  is  just  returned  from  his  excursion  to 
Rhode-Island.  He  has  pointed  out  the  best  method  the 
Island  would  admit  of  for  its  defence.  He  has  endeavour- 
ed, all  in  his  power,  to  make  friends  of  those  that  were 
our  enemies.  YTou  have,  enclosed,  a  specimen  of  his  abili- 
ties, in  that  way,  for  your  perusal.  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  same  plan  was  pursued  through  every  Province,  it 
would  have  a  very  good  effect 

1  have  long  had  it  in  my  mind  to  mention  to  Congress, 
that  frequent  applications  had  been  made  to  me  respecting 
the  Chaplains'  pay,  which  is  too  small  to  encourage  men 
of  abilities.  Some  of  them,  who  have  left  their  flocks,  are 
obliged  to  pay  the  Parson,  acting  for  them,  more  than  they 
receive.  1  need  not  point  out  the  great  utility  of  gentle- 
men, whose  lives  and  conversation  are  unexceptionable, 
being  employed  in  that  service  in  this  Army.  There  are 
two  ways  of  making  it  worth  the  attention  of  such.  One 
is,  an  advancement  of  their  pay ;  the  other,  that  one  Chap- 
lain be  appointed  to  two  regiments.  This  last,  I  think, 
may  be  done  without  inconvenience.  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend this  matter  to  Congress,  whose  sentiments  here- 
on I  shall  impatiently  expect. 

Upon  a  further  conversation  with  Captain  Freeman,  he 
is  of  opinion,  that  General  Montgomery  has  with  him  near 
three  thousand  men,  including  Colonel  Arnold's.  He  says 
that  Lord  Pitt  had  received  repeated  orders  from  his  father 
to  return  home,  in  consequence  of  which  he  had  embarked 
some  time  in  October,  with  a  Captain  Green,  who  was 
master  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  Philadelphia. 

By  a  number  of  salutes  in  Boston  harbour,  yesterday,  I 
fancy  Admiral  Shaldam  is  arrived.  Two  large  ships  were 
seen  coming  in.  Our  inlistments  now  amount  to  nine  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifty.  Those  gentlemen  who  were 
made  prisoners  of  by  Lord  Dunmore,  being  left  destitute 
of  money  and  necessaries,  I  have  advanced  them  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  lawful  money,  belonging  to  the  publick,  for 
which  I  have  taken  CaplB\n  Matthews' s  draft  on  the  Trea- 
sury of  Virginia,  which  goes  enclosed. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  >~,  i,r 

'  George  Washinoton. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  You  have  enclosed  the  Returns  of  the  Army. 


The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  "appointed  to  wait  on, 
and  represent  to,  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  the 
circumstances  of  four  companies,  now  doing  duty  in  the 
towns  of  Braintree,  Weymouth,  and  Hingham,  setting  forth 
by  whose  order  they  were  raised ;  that  they  were  then  con- 
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sidered  as  part  of  the  lliirteen  thousand  six  hundred  men, 
agreed  to  be  inlisted  by  this  Colony,  where  they  have  done 
duty,  &tc.;  and  to  request  that  his  Excellency  would  order 
them  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Colonies,"  heg  leave  to  rep- 
resent :  That  as  the  propriety  of  such  an  order  depends  on 
various  circumstances,  and  as  many  important  matters  are 
constantly  soliciting  his  Excellency's  attention,  the  Com- 
mittee report  the  following  state  of  facts,  to  be  laid  before 
him,  so  that  he  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  answer  the 
request  of  this  Court: 

Upon  application  from  the  towns  aforesaid,  as  also  from 
those  of  Chelsea  and  Maiden,  on  or  about  the  1st  of  May 
last,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  who  then 
had  the  direction  of  raising  and  stationing  the  forces  within 
the  same,  praying  that  they  would  (from  a  consideration  of 
the  situation  of  said  towns,  and  that  the  enemy  could  land 
hi  any  of  them,  from  Boston  harbour,  within  an  hour  after 
they  enter  their  boats,  and  in  some  parts  in  less  than  half 
an  hour ;  and,  also,  that  they  could,  from  thence,  easily 
penetrate  into  the  country.)  order  a  detachment  from  the 
camps  as  a  guard,  to  be  stationed  in  these  towns :  The  said 
Committee  of  Safety,  with  the  Council  of  War,  after  full 
inquiry  and  deliberation,  determined  that  it  was  necessary 
that  a  party  should  be  constantly  stationed  on  the  sea- 
coasts  of  those  towns,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
and  prevent  their  landing.  But  as  no  troops  could  well  be 
spared,  at  that  time,  from  either  of  the  camps  of  Cambridge 
or  Roxbury,  they  directed  that  there  should  immediately 
be  raised,  one  company  in  Hingham,  one  in  Weymouth,  and 
two  in  Braintree,  (also,  two  at  Chelsea  and  Maiden,)  and 
that  these  companies  siiould  be  joined  to  such  regiments, 
in  future,  as  should  be  directed. 

The  men  were  raised  as  ordered,  and  were  then,  and 
ever  have  been,  considered  as  part  of  the  thirteen  thousand 
six  hundred  men  to  be  raised  by  this  Colony.  They  were 
so  considered  by  the  General  Officers,  and  have  been  em- 
ployed in  such  services,  place  and  places,  as  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Roxbury  hath,  from  time  to  time,  directed,  as 
will  appear  by  his  orders  to  the  several  Captains  of  said 
companies,  some  copies  of  which  accompany  this  repre- 
sentation. 

A  company  from  Roxbury  was,  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
that  camp  would  admit  of  it,  detached  to  the  assistance  of 
these  four  companies;  and  upon  their  being  ordered  back 
in  August  last,  two  other  companies,  also  part  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  were  sent  to  supply  their  place,  and  the 
place  of  a  company  drawn  from  Cohasset,  a  town  adjoin- 
ing to  Hingham.  When  these  four  companies  were  raised, 
this  Colony  had  it  not  in  contemplation  to  raise  men  for 
the  general  defence  of  the  sea-coasts,  and  they  never  have 
been  considered  by  us  in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as 
part  of  our  quota  for  the  common  defence ;  and  being  sta- 
tioned far  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  harbour  of  Bos- 
ton, his  Excellency  will,  undoubtedly,  from  all  these  con- 
siderations, grant  the  reasonable  request  of  this  Court,  and 
order  these  forces  to  be  paid  by  the  United  Colonies. 

In  Council,  December  26,  1775. 

Read  and  accepted  ;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  with  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  state  of  the  said  four  Companies,  be  ex- 
cused that  part  of  their  service ;  and  that  the  Committee 
appointed  to  wait  upon  his  Excellency,  to  request  his  in- 
forming this  Court  how  far  he  will  extend  his  guards,  Sic, 
present  him  with  the  foregoing  Report  and  Representa- 
tion, with  the  papers  accompanying  them,  and  request  his 
ordering  payment  to  said  companies. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

In  the  House  of  KeprcsentiitiTcs,  December  26,  1775. 

Read  and  concurred.     Sent  up. 

James  Warren,  Speaker. 
A  true  copy.     Attest : 

Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

By  His  Excellency  Guy  Carleton,  Captain-General  and 
Governour-in-chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  Que- 
BECK,  and  the  Territories  depending  thereon,  in  Ame- 
KiCA,  Fice-Admiral  of  the  same,and  Major- General  of 


His  Majesty^s  Forces,  commanding  the  Northern  Dis- 
trict, ifc,  ifc,  ^c. 

A  Proclamation. 
Whereas,  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  raise  and  em- 
body a  Militia  within  tliis  city,  to  co-operate  with,  and  to 
assist.  His  Majesty's  troops,  in  this  garrison,  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  city,  and  of  the  persons  and  property  of  His 
Majesty's    good    and    faithful    subjects,   resident    tlierein, 
against  certain  rebellious  persons  who  have  invaded  this 
Province,  a  number  of  whom  have  lately  appeared  in  arms 
before  the  walls  of  this  town  :     And  whereas,  information 
has  been  given  me,  that  some  persons,  resident  here,  have 
contumaciously  refused  to  enroll  their  names  in  the  Militia 
lists,  and  to  take  up  arms,  in  conjunction  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  that  others,  who 
had  enrolled  their  names,  and  had,  for  some  time,  carried 
arms  in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  the  city,  have  late- 
ly laid  them  down  :  And,  also,  that  some  persons  are  busy 
in  endeavouring  to  draw  away,  and  alienate,  the  affection  of 
His  Majesty's  good  and  faithful  subjects,  of  this  city,  from 
His  Majesty's  person  and  Government :    For  these  reasons, 
and  in  order  to  rid  the  town  of  all  useless,  disloyal,  and 
treacherous  persons,  I  have  thought  fit  to  issue  this  Pro- 
clamation, and  I  do,  hereby,  strictly  order  and   enjoin  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  whatsoever,  liable  to  serve 
in  the  Militia,  and  residing  at  Quebeck,  who  have  refused 
or  declined  to  enroll  their  names  in  the  Militia  lists,  and  to 
take  up  arms  in  conjunction  with  His  Majesty's  good  sub- 
jects of  this  city,  and  who  still  refuse  or  decline  so  to  do, 
as  well  as  those  who  having  once  taken  up  arms,  have 
afterwards  laid  them   down,  and   will  not   take  them  up 
again,  to  quit  the  town  in  four  days  from  the  date  hereof, 
together  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  to  withdraw 
themselves  out  of  the  limits  of  the  District  of  (^uebeck, 
before  the  first  day  of  December  next,  under  pain  of  being 
treated  as  Rebels  or  Spies,  if,  thereafter,  they  shall  be  found 
within  the  said  limits. 

And,  inasmuch  as  the  persons,  who,  in  obedience  to  this 
Proclamation,  are  to  quit  this  town  and  district,  may  have 
bought  up  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  provisions  brought 
in  for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
it  would  be  imprudent  to  suffer  those  provisions  to  be  car- 
ried out,  more  especially  as  the  country  abounds  with  the 
necessaries  of  life,  I  do,  hereby,  further  order  and  enjoin  all 
and  every  such  person  and  persons,  to  deliver  in,  forth- 
with, to  the  Hon.  George  Allsop,  Esq.,  Commissary,  a 
true  inventory  or  list  of  their  provisions  and  stores,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  fairly  and  justly  valued,  and  the  full  price 
paid  to  the  respective  proprietors,  before  their  departure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  arms,  at  the  Castle  of 
St.  Lewis,  in  the  City  of  Quebeck,  this  twenty-second  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
Lord,  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great 
Britain,  France^  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 


&c 


Gut  Carleton. 
By  His  Excellency's  command : 

H.  T.  Cramahe. 

God  save  the  King. 


deposition  of  JOHN  BOURS. 

1,  John  Bours,  here,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God, 
as  1  hope  for  ease,  honour,  and  comfort,  in  this  world,  and 
happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  most  earnestly,  devoutly, 
and  religiously  swear,  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  to  assist 
the  wicked  instruments  of  Ministerial  tyranny  and  villany, 
commonly  called  the  King's  Troops  and  Navy,  by  furnish- 
ing them  with  provisions  or  refreshments  of  any  kind,  un- 
l  ess  authorized  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  the  Legis- 
lature, as  at  present  established,  of  this  particular  Colony 
of  Rhode-Island. 

I  do  also  swear,  by  the  same  tremendous  and  Almighty 
God,  that  I  will  neither,  directly  nor  indirectly,  convey  any 
intelligence,  nor  give  any  advice  to  the  aforesaid  enemies 
.so  described  ;  and  that  1  pledge  myself,  if  I  should,  by  any 
accident,  get  the  knowledge  of  such  treason,  to  inform  im- 
mediately the  Committee  of  Safety. 

And  as  it  is  justly  allowed,  that  when  the  sacred  rights 
and  liberties  of  a  nation  or  community  are  invaded,  neu- 
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trality  is  not  less  base  and  criminal  ti)an  open  and  avowed 
hostility,  I  do  further  swear  and  pledge  myself,  as  I  hope 
for  eternal  salvation,  that  1  will,  whenever  called  upon  by 
the  voice  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  that  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  particular  Colony  under  their  authority,  to 
take  arms  and  subject  myself  to  military  discipline,  in  de- 
fence of  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  America.  So 
help  me  God.  *  John  Bours. 

Sworn  at  Neivport,  December  25,  1775. 


I 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Head.Quartore,  Cambridge,  December  26,  1775. 
(Parole,  Batlimore.)  (Countersigm  Lux.) 

A  Court  of  Inquiry,  consisting  of  Major-General  Put- 
nam, President ;  and  Brigadiers-General,  Heath,  Sullivan, 
and  Greene,  members  ;  held  by  order  of  his  Excellency 
the  General,  to  examine  into  the  cause  of  a  complaint  ex- 
hibited by  a  number  of  Field-Officersand  others  in  General 
Sullivan's  Brigade,  against  the  Commissary-General,  Jo- 
seph Trumbull,  Esq.     Tiie  articles  in  the  complaint  were : 

First.  For  not  delivering  out  the  back  allowance  of 
peas,  or  the  value  thereof  in  money,  to  the  officers  and 
men. 

Second.  For  taking  in  onions  at  two  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  and  delivering  them  out  at  four  shillings  ;  and. 

Third.  For  taking  in  potatoes  at  one  shilling  and  four 
pence,  and  delivering  them  out  at  two  shillings. 

The  Court,  on  mature  consideration,  beg  leave  to  report 
to  his  Excellency,  that  the  first  article  of  the  charge  is 
groundless ;  that  the  second  and  third  articles,  are  con- 
fessed by  the  Commissary-General,  and  though  the  Court 
are  fully  satisfied  there  was  not  the  least  design  of  fraud  in 
Mr.  Trumbull,  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
measure  was  pernicious  and  injudicious. 

The  General  approves  of  the  proceedings  of  the  above 
Court  of  Inquiry. 

At  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  at  Roxbury,  to  examine 
into  tlie  conduct  of  Major  Parke,  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General,  whereof  Colonel  Jedediah  Huntington  was  Pre- 
sident, for  "  forcibly  quartering  troops  in  the  house  of  Ma- 
jor Thompson."  The  Court  were  of  opinion  that  Major 
Parke  conducted  himself  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  and  as 
the  necessity  of  the  case  required. 

Thomas  Trefry,  of  Captain  Gfouer's  Company,  in  Col- 
onel Glover's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  General  Court-Martial 
for  "  desertion,"  is  found  guilty,  and  ordered  to  pay  twenty 
shillings  lawful  money,  to  be  appropriated  according  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Massachusetts  Army. 

The  General  approves  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
Inquiry  held  on  Major  Parke,  and  of  the  sentence  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  above-mentioned,  and  orders  it  to 
take  place  accordingly. 

Hoad-Quarters,  Cambridge,  December  27,  1775. 
(rank,  Annapotit.)  (Counterjign,  Chatc.) 

The  Regimental  Quartermasters  are  forthwith  to  settle 
with  and  give  receipts  to  the  Commissary-General,  or  his 
Deputies.  The  day  they  next  draw,  they  are  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  provision  and  weekly  allowance  then  due. 

The  Colonels  who  have  purchased  clothing  at  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's store,  for  the  use  of  their  men,  are 
directed  to  discharge  their  respective  debts  out  of  the 
moneys  they  are  about  to  receive  in  behalf  of  their  respect- 
ive corps. 

The  Colonels  of  the  new  established  regiments,  to  order 
their  recruiting  officers  to  send  all  the  recruits  they  have 
raised  to  their  respective  Regiments  at  Roxbury  and  Cam- 
bridge, by  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

*  Cambridce,  Thursday,  January  4, 1775. — On  Wednesday,  the  week 
before  last,  Major-General  Lee  set  out  for  Rhode-Island.  He  was  at- 
tended from  hence  by  his  guard,  and  a  party  of  Riflemen ;  and  from 
Providence,  by  the  Cadet  Company  of  that  place,  and  a  number  of  Mi. 
nute-Mcn.  He  entered  the  town  of  Newport  the  A/bnday  following,  De- 
cember 25,  preceded  by  the  Cadets,  his  guard,  and  the  Riflemen.  While 
there,  ho  called  before  him  a  number  of  obnoxio.ia  persons,  to  whom 
he  tendered  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  country,  which  was  taken  by  all 
of  them,  excepting  Colonel  Joseph  Wanton,  Jun.,  Nicholas  Leehmere, 
and  Richard  Beale,  two  custom-house  officers,  who  refused  taking 
it.  Upon  which  they  were  put  under  guard,  and  brought  to  Provi- 
dence. The  General,  after  having  viewed  tlie  Island,  and  given  direc 
tions  for  erecting  some  fortifications,  set  out  for  Providence  on  Wed- 
nesday, from  whence  ho  came  to  town  last  Saturday. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Decemlwr  28,  1775. 
(Parole,  yomoica.)  (Couutcrsien,  Price.) 

As  the  time  is  just  at  hand  when  the  Massachusetts, 
New-Hampshire,  and  Rhode-Island  troops  (not  again  in- 
listed)  will  be  released  from  their  present  engagement,  the 
General  recommends  to  them  to  consider  what  may  be  the 
consequence  of  their  abrupt  departure  from  the  lines. 
Should  any  accident  happen  to  them  before  the  new  Army 
gets  greater  strength,  they  not  only  fix  eternal  disgrace 
upon  themselves  as  soldiers,  but  inevitable  ruin,  perhaps, 
upon  their  country  and  families. 

It  is  from  no  dislike  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  that  the 
General  requests  the  men  to  stay  without  them  ;  but,  in  the 
first  place,  because  it  is  unnecessary  to  burden  the  Conti- 
nent with  a  greater  number  of  officers  than  are  requisite  to 
the  men ;  and  in  the  next,  because  it  retards  the  forming 
and  the  proper  government  of  the  new  Regiments.    Those 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  therefore,  who  have 
their  country's  welfare  so  much  at  heart  as  to  stay  till  the 
last  of /anuary,  if  necessary,  may  join  any  Company  in 
any  of  the  new  established   Regiments  they  please,  provi- 
ded they  do  not  increase  the  number  of  rank  and  file  in 
such  Company  to  more  than  seventy-six  men,  more  than 
which   no  Company  is  to  exceed.     All  the  officers  and 
soldiers  at  present  of  other  Regiments,  but  appointed  to  or 
inlisted   in   Colonel  Learned's,  Parsons's,  Joseph  Read's, 
Huntington's,  fVard's,  Wyllys's,  and  Bailey's  Regiments, 
are  to  join  them  to-morrow;  at  which  time  any  officer  or 
soldier,  in  either  of  those    Regiments  which  belongeth  to 
other  Regiments  under  the  new  establishment,  are  to  join. 
In  like  manner  all  the  officers  and  soldiers  (under  the  new 
establishment)  who  belong  to  Colonels  Prescott's,  Glover's, 
Patterson's,  Sergeant's,  Phinney's,  Arnold's,  Greaton's, 
and  Baldwin's  Regiments,  are  to  join  on  Saturday  next, 
when  any  officers  or  soldiers  in  either  of  those  Regiments, 
belonging  to  other  Regiments,  are  also  to  remove  to  them. 
On  Sunday,  the  same  change  is  to  take  place  with  respect 
to  Colonels  James  Read's,  Nixon's,  Stark's,  Whitcomb't, 
Poor's,  Varnum's,  Hitchcock's,  Little's,  Webb's,  Bond's, 
and  Hutchinson's  Regiments. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  Colonels  of  each  of  the  above 
named  Regiments,  to  send  officers  at  the  time  appointed, 
to  receive  and  march  the  men  from  the  Regiments  they  are 
inlisted  out  of,  to  those  they  are  to  join,  that  it  may  be 
effected  with  more  regularity  and  ease,  and  the  change 
made  with  as  little  confusion  as  possible. 

It  is  expected  of  such  men  as  are  determined  not  to  con- 
tinue in  the  service  another  campaign,  that  they  will  sell 
their  blankets  to  those  who  do,  and  are  in  want  of  them. 
The  same  thing  is  also  recommended  to  the  Militia. 

In  appraising  the  Arms,  the  General  expects  that  they 
be  numbered  and  marked  in  such  manner  as  the  owners  of 
them,  and  the  prices,  may,  at  any  time,  be  ascertained  upon 
the  delivery  of  them  by  the  Commissary  of  the  Stores. 
All  Arms,  thus  appraised,  and  taken  for  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lick,  must  be  delivered  into  the  care  of  the  Commissary  of 
the  Ordnance  Stores,  but  may  be  redrawn  immediately,  if 
the  Colonel  will  pass  his  receipt  for  them,  and  account  for 
the  delivery  to  his  men. 

Hjad-Quarters,  Cambridgo,  December  29,  1775. 
(Parole,  Pmulence.)  (Countetsign,  SalcmO 

The  Commissary-General  having  estimated  the  value  of 
the  different  species  of  Provisions  which  constitute  a  ration 
under  the  Continental  allowance,  and  finding  it  to  amount 
to  seven  pence  half-penny  lawful  money;  the  General 
having  seen  the  said  estimate,  approves  of  it,  and  orders 
that  they  be  settled  with  accordingly. 

The  General  was  in  great  hopes  that  a  sufficient  sum  of 
money  would  have  been  sent  from  Philadelphia,  to  have 
paid  the  troops  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December,  but  is  sorry  to  inform  them,  that  there  is  no  more 
yet  arrived  than  will  allow  one  month's  pay,  the  advanced 
pay  to  the  new  Army,  and  blanket  money;  furnishing,  at 
the  same  time,  the  Commi^ry  and  Quartermaster-Gene- 
rals with  such  sums  as  are  necessary  for  conducting  busi- 
ness. The  General  has  already  wrote  express  to  Congress 
for  more  money,  and  hopes  speedily  to  be  furnished  with 
a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  thein  in  full. 

Particular  care  is  to  be  taken  by  the  Colonels  and  com- 
manding officers  of  Corps,  not  to  suffer  any  Ammunition  to 
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be  carried  off  by  the  discharged  men,  but  that  the  same  be 
collected  and  delivered  to  the  new  recruits,  if  necessary,  if 
not,  to  the  Commissary  of  Stores. 

HeAl-Quartor>,  Cambridge,  December  30,  1775, 
(rarule,  Marhlehead.)  (Countersign,  Manly.) 

As  the  want  of  a  timely  supply  of  cash,  has  prevented 
the  discharged  men  from  receiving  more  than  one  month's 
pay  at  this  time,  the  Quartermaster-General  may  withhold 
bis  accounts  until  the  next  payment,  when  his  charges 
against  the  several  Regiments  must  be  paid. 

The  Commissary-General  is  to  serve  provisions,  or  the 
value  thereof,  to  the  discharged  men  to  carry  them  home, 
allowing  one  ration  for  every  twenty  miles  they  have  to 
march. 

As  the  General  is  informed  that  numbers  of  free  Negroes 


are  desirous  of  inlisting,  be  gives  leave  to  the  Recruiting 
Officers  to  entertain  ihetn,  and  promises  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Congress,  who,  he  doubts  not,  will  approve  of  it. 

The  Massachusetts,  Rhode- Island,  and  New-Hampshire 
Regiments  upon  the  old  establishment,  to  parade  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  upon  their  respective  Regi- 
mental parades,  where  they  will  hear  and  receive  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief's directions. 

Such  of  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who 
presume  to  carry  ofT  their  Arms,  contrary  to  the  express 
orders  of  the  General,  and  to  the  most  pressing  demand  of 
their  country,  may  depend  upon  it,  they  will  be  mulcted 
ail  the  pay  and  ration  money  now  due  to  them. 


(Parole,  Baker.) 


Hoad-Quarteru,  Cambridge,  December  31,  1775. 
(Countersign,  London.) 


General  Return  of  (he  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  his  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-chief,  Head- (Quarters  at  Cambridge,  December  30,  1775. 


REGIMENTS. 


1.  Colonel  Frye's 

2.  Colonel  Thompson's 

3.  Colonel  Read's 

4.  Colonel  Learned's 

5.  Colonel  Nixon's 

6.  Colonel  Stark's 

7.  ColonelJ.  Brewer's 

8.  Colonel  Feltows's 

9.  Late  Colonel  D.  Brewer's 

10.  Colonel  Prcscotl's 

11.  Colonel  Poor's 

13.  Colonel  Varnum's 

13.  Colonel  Parsons's 

14.  Colonel  Hitchcock's 

15.  Colonel  Church's 

16.  Colonel  Cotton's 

17.  Colonel  Little's 

18.  Colonel  Danielson's 

19.  Late  Colonel  Mansfield's 

20.  Colonel  Reed's 

21.  Colonel  Glover's , 

22.  Colonel  Walker's 

23.  Colonel  Whitcomb's 

24.  Colonel  Doolittlo's 

25.  Colonel  Woodbridge's 

26.  Colonel  Patterson's 

27.  Colonel  Bridge's 

28.  Colonel  Sargent's 

29.  Colonel  Huntingdon's 

30.  Colonel  Scammons's 

31.  Colonel  Phinney's 

32.  Colonel  Ward's 

33.  Colonel  Wyllys's 

34.  Colonel  Storrs's 

35.  Colonel  Bailey's 

36.  Colonel  Greaton's 

37.  Late  Colonel  Gardner's 

38.  Late  Colonel  Gerrish's 

39.  Colonel  Webb's 

Four  Companies  Riflemen,  from  Va.  and  Md 
Two  Companies  in  Colonel  Hinman's  Regi. 

ment,  and  four  Independent  Companies. 

Total 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


CommUtioned. 


8 


14 

17 
8 

19 

12 
8 

12 
lOl  18 


8 


6  12 
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11 


Non-com- 
tniasioned, 


29 
24 
29 
37 
31 
28 
24 
39 
39 
38 
25 
20 

8 
19 
1 

40 
20 
36 
22 
25 
28 
33 
45 
24 
29 
35 
35 
19 

8 
37 
34 
39 
22 

6 
31 
40 
32 
48 
30 
13 

34 


rank  and  file. 


f 


313 
313 
321 
300 
267 
264 
251 
323 
265 
325 
301 
307 
152 
25 
247 
389 
284 
331 
277 
351 
174 
326 
311 
257 
234 
336 
282 
300 
115 
371 
349 
322 
137 
62 
333 
325 
238 
464 
371 
215 

394 


39 
45 
33 
20 
39 
32 
61 
47 
25 
27 
75 
31 

1 
39 
38 
12 
27 
26 
29 
21 
21 
30 
59 
29 
31 

7 
45 
59 

1 
22 
54 
43 

8 

9 
15 
24 
28 
20 
34 
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63 
42 
72 
24 
56 

136 
12 
56 
54 
27 
37 
58 
4 
70 
58 
14 

106 
72 

192 
48 

275 
29 
81 
58 

152 
36 
73 
32 
4 
28 
24 
43 
24 
15 
78 
44 
73 
3 


28 
5 
22 
23 
32 
50 
17 
19 
28 
17 
48 
23 

18 
24 
SO 
42 
21 
33 
35 
14 
12 
24 
15 
10 
50 
22 
21 
18 
31 
8 
12 
25 
57 
32 
57 
38 
31 


Wanting;  to 
complete. 


Since  iMt  Return. 


464 
445 
460 
368 
419 
510 
353 
453 
374 
411 
468 
420 
157 
383 
368 
479 
499 
453 
548 
466 
492 
406 
487 
378 
438 
459 
455 
425 
139 
458 
441 
426 
244 
134 
464 
461 
405 
539 
392 
251 

394 


-  4 


22 


-I  4 
2 


21 
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12 


13 


36 


132 

81 

147 

47 

126 

89 


483 


47 

34 

8 
94 

122 
62 
91 
45 
75 

42 

59 

74 

396 

36 
39 


I 


2 
6 
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Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Col.  Richard 
Gridley,  Cambridge,  December  30,  1775. 
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Fit  for  duty 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

8 

^ 

16 

-l 

1 

1 

2 

4 

21 

23 

48 

42 

ll 

235 

435 

Sick.proient 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1 

1 

. 

. 

, 

. 

. 

. 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

16 

Sick,  absent 

. 

. 

. 

, 

. 

. 

1 

. 

, 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

, 

8 

15 

Onrurlougfa 
Tottl .  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
8 

1 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

52 

2 

49 

1 
16 

8 
2.58 

17 
483 

8 

17 

1 

1 

26 

26 

_  Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

Return  of  a  Company  of  Artillery  of  the  Rhode-Island 
Forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  Com- 
manded by  Major  John  Crane,  Roxbury,  December 
30,  1775. 
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64 
3 
2 
4 
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84 
3 
2 
6 

95 
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Present ,  fit  for  duty... 

1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

1 
1 

4 

4 

Sick,  absent 

On  furloufi''h 

Total 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

73 

Two  Cadets,  exclusive  of  the  above. 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant- General. 
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INVENTORY  OF  ORDNANCE  AND  STORES,  OCTOBER  20,  1775, 
ENCLOSED  IN  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CON- 
FERENCE. 

Inventory  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  necessary  for  the  pre- 
sent Army,  supposing  it  to  consist  of  twenty  thousand 
Men. 
Cannon,  viz :  24  and  18  pounders,  balteiing 
cannon,     -     .     -     -     - 
12  and  9  pounders,    -     -     - 
6,  4,  and  3  pounders,  small 
cannon  and  field-pieces, 


Mortars,  viz: 


10  inches,      -     - 
8  inches,      -     - 

7  inches,      -     - 

8  inch  howitzers, 


Gins,    ------- 

Platforms  complete,  for  guns, 

Platforms  for  mortars,    ------ 

Spare  carriages,  for  guns,     .     -     -     -     - 

Spare  beds,  for  mortars,       -     .     .     -    - 

Spare  sponges,  ladles,  and  rammers,  (sets,) 

Shot,  round,  for  battering  cannon,  -     -     - 

Shot,  round  and  case,  for  smaller,       -     -     .  10,000 

Shells  for  mortars,  10-inch,  -     -----    1,200 

Shells  for  mortars,  8-inch,   ------    1,000 

Shells  for  mortars,  7-inch,   ------       400 

Hand-grenades,    ---------    2,000 

Fuzes  for  the  bombs  and  hand-grenades. 
Port  fires. 
Tin  tubes. 

Powder — 

For  cannon  and  mortars,  200  rounds,  -  1,155 
For  20,000  men,  120  rounds,  or  three 

pounds  per  man,    ------     600 

For  compositions  and  extraordinary,     -     245 

Barrels,  2,000 
Lead — for  Musketry,  tons,    ------       15 

Sheet, -.-.         3 

Tons,  18 
Stores,  viz:  Intrenching  tools,  spare  timber  and   plank, 
handspikes,  beds  and  coins,  match,  flints,  saltpetre,  brim- 
stone, pitch  and  tar,  turpentine,  oil,  beeswax,  rosin,  candles 


and  tallow,  sheep  skins,  canvass  and  packthread,  needles, 
lanthorns  of  sorts,  powder  measures,  iron  pots  and  kettles, 
flannel,  tin  and  copper  for  ladles,  travelling  forge  complete, 
bar  iron,  steel,  nails  and  spikes,  files,  carpenters'  and  wheel- 
wrights' tools,  cordage  of  sorts,  codline  and  marline,  cotton 
for  quick-match,  spirits-of-wine,  budge  barrels  and  haver- 
sacks, painted  canvass,  tanned  hides,  tents,  ammunition 
carts,  cartridge  paper,  writing  paper,  two  pair  of  large 
hand  bellows,  brushes,  glue,  grindstones,  scales  and  weights, 
surveying  compass  and  chain,  one  theodolite,  searces  of 
sorts,  sieves,  one  good  telescope,  one  case  of  instruments, 
horses  and  harness  complete,  forty. 

Cambridge,  October  20,  1775. 
The  above  inventory  of  ordnance  and  stores  are  what 
1  judge  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  this  Army ;  many 
small  things  are  omitted  being  mentioned,  as  the  company 
of  Artificers  can  make  them,  and  many  things  can  be  sup- 
plied by  the  neighbourhood,  if  wanted.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  an  exact  list  of  what  may  be  wanted  on  all  occasions. 
I  have  endeavoured  as  much  as  the  time  would  permit  to 
collect  the  essential  matters  for  the  Army,  which  are  hum- 
bly submitted  by  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 

'  Richard  Gridley,  Chief  Engineer. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Ordnance  and  Shot  and  Shells  now  in  Camp. 


Founders. 

24  - 
18  - 
12  - 
9  - 
8  - 
6  - 
51- 
4  - 
3  - 
2J- 


Inches. 

10 

8 


Cannons. 

-  -  5 

-  -  6 

-  -  2 

-  -  3 

-  -  1 

-  -  2 

-  .  4 

-  -     7 

-  -    9 

-  -  _2 

41 

Mortars. 

-  3 

-  2 


Shot. 

-  449^ 

-  260 

-  149 

-  1,175 

-  1,135 

-  1,475 

-  3,079 

-  1,009 

8,730. 

Shells. 

.     374"^ 


8  howitzers,    -     3 

7  brass  mortars,  2     -     -     - 

10 

Powder,  whole  barrels.     Lead. 


452 

641 

1,467 
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PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Friday,  December  1,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Cly- 

tner,    Owen  Biddle,  Daniel  Roherdeau,  James   Mease, 

James  Biddle. 

Saturday,  December  2,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
James  Biddle,  Chairman,  Robert  H'hite,  Samuel  How- 
ell, George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddle,  Anthony  Wayne,  Dan- 
iel Roherdeau,  James  Mease,  John  Cadwallader,  Joseph 
Reed,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Francis  Johnson. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Dougherty  be  instructed  not 
to  permit  more  than  two  Captains,  and  a  proportional  num- 
ber of  Subaltern  Officers,  to  be  absent  at  any  one  time  from 
their  stations  at  Liberty- Island,  without  the  express  order 
of  this  Board,  or  upon  some  very  pressing  and  urging  occa- 
sion. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  a  Letter  be  wrote  and  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  town  of  Reading,  respecting  the  Gunpow- 
der ordered  to  be  purchased  from  the  said  Committee,  and 
directing  it  immediately  to  be  sent  down  to  this  City. 

Monday,  December  4,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen 
Biddle,  Anthony  Wayne,  Daniel  Roherdeau,  George  Cly- 
mer, John  Cadtcalladcr,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Mease, 
Resolved,   That  Colonel  Roherdeau  request   Colonel 


Bull,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  to  appoint  Guards  to 
take  proper  care  of  the  Powder-Magazine,  and  of  the  Can- 
non and  Artillery  Stores  at  the  State-House. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Williams,  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  for 
the  payment  of  fourteen  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for 
the  use  of  his  Company: 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  order  was  drawn  in  his  favour, 
of  fifty-two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  and  three  pence,  on 
Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  Treasurers  to  the  said  Batta- 
lion. ' 

The  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  on  the  25th  No- 
vember last,  having  drawn  up,  and  approved  of  sundry  Ar- 
ticles of  Association,  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  better 
government  of  said  Associations,  and  Resolutions,  directing 
the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non-Associators  in  this  Pro- 
vince: 9 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peter  Miller  be  directed  to  print 
in  the  German  language,  four  hundred  copies  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Rules,  Regulations,  and  Articles  of  Association, 
and  Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on 
Non-Associators. 

That  William  and  Thomas  Bradford  be  directed  to  print 
in  the  English  language,  one  thousand  of  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  John  Pringle,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  a  Certificate  was  given  him,  that  he  had  imported, 
and  sold  to  this  Committee,  a  quantity  of  Powder,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  eighty-five  pounds,  and  that  he  had  liberty, 
by  the  Resolve  of  Congress,  to  export  to  that  amount  in 
the  produce  of  these  Colonies. 
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Tuesday,  December  5,  1775. 

At  a  meeling  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Cliaiiinan,  Owen  Diddle,  Robert  White, 
Daniel  Jioberdeaii,  James  Biddle,  Thomas  fVharton,  Jun., 
James  Mease,  George  Clymer. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  engage  with  Samuel 
Wigfaland  Marmaduke  Blackwood,  o(  this  City,  Smiths, 
for  two  hundred  Giiniocits,  to  be  made  according  to  pat- 
tern, and  to  be  delivered  to,  and  approved  of,  by  Captains 
Shee,  Wilcocks,  and  Cadwallader,  for  the  use  of  this  Com- 
raitiee,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-two  siiillings  and  six  pence, 
each  Loci{,  the  whole  to  be  delivered  within  the  space  of 
three  months. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  said  il'igfal  &f  Blackwood,  to  enable  them 
to  proceed  in  the  said  manufacture,  with  greater  vigour ; 
and  that  an  Order  be  drawn  for  paying  said  sum  into  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Nixon  and  Wharton,  who  are  to  advance 
the  same  to  the  said  fVigfal  8f  Blackwood;  and  at  the  same 
time,  take  a  contract  from  the  said  Wigfal  if  Blackwood, 
and  Robert  Craig,  whom  this  Committee  approve  of  as 
iheir  security  for  fulfilling  the  same. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  James  Biddle  and  Colonel  Rober- 
ieau  be  a  Committee  to  propose  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
.spection  and  Observation  of  this  city,  the  taking  up  the 
Sea-Coal  which  that  Committee  had  ordered  to  be  thrown 
into  the  river  from  Mr.  Steward's  ship  ;  that  the  same  may 
be  used  at  the  Air-Furnace  intended  to  be  built  for  the 
casting  of  Cannon. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  and  of  the 
Committee  for  importing  and  procuring  Powder,  Arms,  Sic, 
for  the  use  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  they,  the  said  Committee,  direct  Mr. 
John  Wilcocks,  to  load  the  Schooner  Folly,  Thomas  Wood- 
house,  Master,  with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  said  articles  from  foreign  parts,  and 
that  they  be  furnished  with  the  following  Certificate : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  ) 
December  5,  1775.       ^ 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Mr.  John  Wilcocks  has  permission 
to  load  the  Schooner  Polly,  Thomas  Woodhouse,  Master, 
with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  the  same  being  for  the 
account  of  tliis  Province;  which  permission  is  granted, 
agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Congress  of  the 
26th  October  last.         By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  deliver- 
ed five  hundred  poundsGunpowder,  to  Mr.  i^^ranci*  Lewj'*, 
which  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  had  directions  to  give  an  order 
for,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  7th  of  November  last; 
that  he  had  delivered  one  hundred  pounds  to  Captain  Reed, 
for  the  use  of  Congress,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  28th 
i'fovember. 

That  he  had  delivered  two  and  a  half  pounds  of  Powder 
to  Christian  Ludwick,  and  received  from  him  in  return  for 
said  Powder,  four  pounds  Saltpetre. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  Mr.  Mease,  Mr. 
White,  and  Colonel  Roberdeau,  be  a  Committee  for  pro- 
curing Sea-Coal  for  account  of  this  Board. 

It  being  represented  to  the  Commitee  that  Mr.  Fox,  one 
of  the  Commissioners  of  this  County,  was  desirous  that 
this  Board  would  appoint  a  proper  person  to  receive  and 
examine  the  Arms  now  making  by  order  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  re- 
ceive and  examine  all  such  Arms,  and  give  receipts  for  the 
same  to  those  who  deliver  them,  specifying  such  as  are 
made  agreeable  to  pattern. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers  fix  Racks  in  a  proper 
place  in  the  State-House,  for  keeping  the  Arms  of  this 
Province  in  good  order.  That  he  provide  a  proper  Shed 
for  Ammunition  Wagons. 

Wcdnesdny,  Dccomber  6,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun.,  Francis  Johnston,  Robert  White,  James  Biddle, 
Geo.  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease,  Joscj^h  Reed,  John  Wilcocks. 


Upon  application  of  Mr.  Coleston,  for  a  quantity  of  Sail- 
Cloti)  for  the  use  of  the  Province  of  Virginia, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  spare  what  Sail-Cloth  Mr. 
Moulder  may  have,  belonging  to  this  Committee,  that  he 
may  have  occasion  for,  and  that  Mr.  Moulder  deliver  the 
same. 

John  Willis  and  Benjamin  Town,  Gunsmiths,  having 
agreed  to  make  two  hundred  Firelocks  for  this  Province, 
at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  five  shillings  each, 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Committee  lake  the  said  Arms  at 
the  said  price,  provided  they  are  agreeable  to  pattern. 
That  this  Board  will  advance  them  fifty  Pounds  towards 
the  payment  of  the  Firelocks,  on  their  giving  good  secu- 
rity for  the  same. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Robert  Towers,  Commissary, 
was  directed  to  deliver  Willis  Sf  Town  a  pattern  Musket. 

Application  being  made  to  this  Board,  by  John  Chilton, 
for  a  Passport  to  the  Camp  of  Cambridge, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection and  Observation,  as  falling  properly  within  their 
jurisdiction. 

Major  Bayard,  Mr.  Sharp  Delaney,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Marshall,  a  sub-Committee  from  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion and  Observation  for  the  City  and  Liberties,  report : 

That  their  Committee  having  discharged  their  duty  to 
the  publick,  in  ordering  the  Sea-Coal  from  Mr.  Steward's 
ship,  into  the  river  Delaware,  disclaim  any  right  to  said 
Coal,  or  any  furtlier  measure  in  the  line  of  their  duty. 
That  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  have  occasion  for  them, 
for  the  publick  service,  Mr.  Thomas  Hopkins,  and  others, 
members  of  their  Committee,  offer  their  services  in  point- 
ing out  the  several  places,  in  the  river,  in  which  the  Coal 
lay.  That  as  to  the  property  of  said  Coal,  they  appre- 
hend no  person  has  any  claim.  That  the  owners  had  offer- 
ed them  to  the  Committee,  gratis,  which  had  been  refused. 
Upon  information  to  this  Committee,  that  Captain  Proc- 
tor and  Lieutenant  Proctor  had  behaved  in  a  manner  unbe- 
coming officers,  to  Captain  Williams  and  Lieutenant  Wat- 
son, of  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion  ;  and  this  Committee  have 
heard  the  parties  and  their  evidences,  and,  upon  full  con- 
sideration, unanimously  agreed,  that  the  charge  was  fully 
proved,  and  recommended  to  the  said  Captain  Proctor  and 
Lieutenant  Proctor  to  make  a  suitable  acknowledgment  to 
the  parties  injured ;  which  they  have  peremptorily  refused 
to  comply  with : 

//  is,  therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  Proctor 
and  Lieutenant  Proctor  be  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  Nathan  Boyce  be  appointed  Captain  of 
one  of  the  Armed  Boats.       

Thursday,  December  7,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Jas.  Mease, 
George  Clymer,  Robert  White,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel 
Howell,  James  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  an  inquiry  be  made  throughout  this 
City  of  the  quantity  of  Sea-Coal  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  inhabitants. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  wait  on  the  sub- 
Committee  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
of  this  City  and  Liberties,  and  request  that  some  Members 
of  that  body  will  take  the  trouble  to  procure  an  account  of 
all  the  Sea-Coal  now  in  possession  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  City  above  Market  street,  including  the  north  side  of 
tliat  street. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  this  Board  make  the 
same  inquiry,  from  Market  street  downwards. 

A  number  of  Applications  were  this  day  read,  for  sup- 
plying the  Officers  and  Men  employed  on  board  the  Armed 
Boats  with  Provisions  and  other  necessaries,  as  set  forth  in 
an  Advertisement  from  this  Board,  the  30th  November  last. 

And  Mr.  Francis  Wade  having  offered  to  supply  them 
at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  eleven  pence  per  man  per 
week,  which  being  the  lowest  terms. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Francis  Wade  he,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  Victualler  to  the  said  Officers  and  Men 
employed  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  and  the  Officers  and 
Men  of  the  Artillery  Company  in  the  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince, at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  and  eleven  pence  per 
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week  per  man  ;  and  to  continue  the  supply  for  tlie  space  of 
three  months,  unless  the  men  are  sooner  discharged :  and 
provided  he  furnisiies  good  and  wholesome  Provisions. 

By  order  of  Congress,  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  made  ap- 
plication to  this  Board,  that  they  would  supply  with  Pro- 
visions the  Women  and  Children  belonging  to  the  Ministe- 
rial forces  taken  at  St.  John's ;  and  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  for  their  being  conveyed  to  Reading,  York  and 
Lancaster,  the  places  of  their  destination, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mease  and  Colonel  Roberdeau  be 
a  Committee  to  see  the  above  request  of  Congress  carried 
into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clement  Riddle  be  requested  to 
supply  them  with  Provisions  while  in  Town. 

Friday,  December  8,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Clymer, 
Owen  Riddle,  Francis  Johnson,  Samuel  Morris,  Junior, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Junior. 

Captain  Thomas  Proctor,  and  Lieutenant  Francis  Proc- 
tor, this  day  attended  the  Board  ;  and,  agreeable  to  a  Re- 
solve of  the  6th  instant,  were  dismissed  the  service  of  this 
Board. 

By  order  of  Congress,  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  made  ap- 
plication to  this  Board  to  secure  three  persons  that  are  on 
board  Captain  Whipple ;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
following  Commitment  was  issued : 

To  Thomas   Dewees,  Jailer  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia  : 
Receive    into  your   custody   the    bodies  of    William 
Stuart,  William  Cane,  and  John  Reynolds,  and  them  safely 
keep  till  you  have  the  further  orders  of  this  Board. 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

Saturday,  Docembor  9,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
John  Nixon,    Chairman,   Daniel  Roberdeau,  George 
Clymer,  Robert   White,   Owen  Riddle,  Samuel  Morris, 
Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Riddle. 

A  sub-Committee  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
Liberties,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Board  of  the  7th 
instant,  made  an  inquiry  into  the  quantity  of  Sea-Coal  in 
this  City,  from  the  north  side  of  Market  street  to  the  south 
side  of  Vine  street,  and  report  that  there  is  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty  seven  bushels  in  the  hands  of  a 
Dumber  of  inhabitants. 

Upon  application  to  this  Board  in  behalf  of  Captain 
Nicholas  Riddle,  that  he  may  have  liberty  to  resign  his 
Commission,  in  order  to  enter  into  Continental  service, 

Resolved,  That  he  have  liberty  to  resign  his  Commis- 
sion. 

Messrs.  John  Pringle  and  Thomas  Yorke,  having  per- 
mission from  this  Board  to  load  on  board  their  Brigantine 
a  certain  quantity  of  goods,  the  produce  of  these  Colonies, 
which  being  insufficient  to  complete  the  loading. 

Resolved,  That  they,  the  said  Pringle  and  Yorke,  have 
permission  to  load  on  board  said  Brigantine  as  much  pro- 
duce of  these  Colonies  as  will  complete  her  loading,  for  the 
account  of  this  Province,  being  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
Congress  of  26th  October  last. 

Monday,  December  11,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease,  James  Riddle,  Owen  Riddle,  George  Clymer,  Jo- 
seph Reed,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 
Upon  application  of  Captain  Ilarmar  for  the  payment 
of  a  Firelock,  purchased  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  in  the 
Continental  service,  by  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was 
drawn  in  favour  of  Richard  Ennis,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and 
Caldwell,  Paymasters  to  the  First  Pennsylvania  Battalion, 
for  two  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  the  amount  of  said  Fire- 
lock. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  importing  and  procuring  Powder,  Arms,  Sic,  for 
the  use  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  they,  the  said  Committee,  direct  Messrs. 


Willing  and  Morris  ^  Co.,  to  load  the  ship  Neptune, 
Robert  Collins,  master,  with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  said  articles  from  foreign  parts  ; 
and  that  the  following  Certificate  be  issued,  viz : 

This  is  to  certify  that  Messrs.  Willing  and  Morris  &/• 
Co.,  have  permission  to  load  the  ship  Neptune,  Robert 
Collins,  master,  with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  the 
same  being  for  account  of  this  Province,  and  the  export 
agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  26tli  October  last. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Nathaniel  Royce  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Armed  Boat  Franklin,  Captain  Riddle,  the 
late  commander,  being  promoted  in  the  Continental  service. 

Upon  application  to  this  Board  in  behalf  of  Captain 
James  Josiah,  that  he  may  have  leave  to  resign  his  Commis- 
sion to  enter  the  Continental  service,  liberty  was  granted 
him. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  received  into  store  one 
and  one-half  barrels  Powder,  weight  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pounds,  from  Oswell  Eve,  being  part  of  the  damaged 
Powder  sent  him  to  repair;  also,  fifty-five  and  one-half 
pounds  Saltpetre,  from  Peter  De  Haven, 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775..'» 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Riddle,  Owen 
Riddle,  James  Mease,  George  Clymer. 

Wednesday,  December  13,  1775.  ^, 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel 
Howell,  Anthony  Wayjie,  George  Clymer,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, James  Mease,  Owen  Riddle. 

Resolved,  That  the  Barrackmaster  furnish  the  Artillery 
Company  with  the  usual  quantity  of  Wood  and  Candles, 
as  supplied  to  the  King's  troops. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  William  Jenkins,  by  order 
of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  forty-eight  pounds,  nine  shillings 
and  six  pence,  being  for  paj'ment  of  fourteen  Firelocks,  pur- 
chased by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Company  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  examine 
the  Powder  on  board  the  Armed  Boats  in  Town,  and  re- 
port the  state  of  it  to  this  Board  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  three  of  our  Armed  Boats,  with  their 
Officers  and  Crews,  be  constantly  at  JLiiberty-Island,  and 
that  there  be  a  relief  of  that  number  of  Boats  every  three 
days ;  and  that  this  duty  begin  with  the  eldest  in  command, 
and  the  rotation  be  continued  according  to  seniority,  and 
by  equal  duty  through  the  Fleet. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Fox,  Barrackmaster,  do  provide 
for  the  men  employed  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  who 
are  to  be  immediately  ordered  into  the  Barracks,  two  hun- 
dred Blankets  or  Rugs;  one  hundred  Bed-Cases;  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  Straw ;  one  hundred  cords  Wood ;  and 
what  other  necessaries  that  may  be  wanting  for  the  accom- 
modation of  four  hundred  men. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Fox  draw  on  this  Board  for  the 
amount  of  what  he  may  purchase  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Dougherty  be  ordered  up  im- 
mediately from  Liberty-Island  with  his  Boat ;  and  that 
Captain  Hamilton  and  Captain  Alexander  inform  him  of 
this  Resolve. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clement  Riddle  be  requested  to  see 
that  the  Barracks  are  in  proper  order  for  the  reception  of  the 
people  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  and  that  the  necessaries 
requisite  for  iheir  accommodation  are  procured,  and  make 
report  of  his  proceedings  to  this  Board. 

—  ,'' 

Thursday,  December  14,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 
John  Nixon,   Chairman,   Daniel  Roberdeau,   Samuel 

Howell,   Owen   Riddle,  James  Mease,  George  Clymer, 

Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  John  Ross,  Mustermaster,  be  directed 

to  make  a  return  to  this  Board  of  the  number  of  Men,  and 

quantity  of  Bedding,  on  board  the  Armed  Boats. 
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David  Owen,  a  person  suspected  of  inlisting  Negroes, 
was  brought  before  the  Committee,  and  not  giving  proper 
and  satisfactory  answers  to  the  questions  put  to  him : 

Besohed,  That  lie  be  committed  to  the  Work-House  of 
ibis  City  till  further  orders. 

Friday,  December  15,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle, 
James  Mease,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Robert  Toifcrs,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  re- 
ceived the  following  articles  in  store,  viz :  Six  dozen  and 
nine  Steel  Ramrods,  from  Robert  Mann.  Twenty-eight 
pounds  Buck-Shot  ;  thirty-five  pounds  Musket  Balls ;  two 
thousand  Flints,  from  Robert  Taggart.  Twenty  barrels 
Powder,  supposed  two  thousand  pounds;  two  kegs  Pow- 
der, supposed  fifty  pounds,  received  from  Captain  Ord,  on 
account  of  this  Board. 

That  he  has  delivered  to  Captain  Loxley,  by  order  of 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  seven  pounds  of  Saltpetre. 

Mr.  Samuel  Howell  informing  this  Board  that  he  has  a 
considerable  quantity  of  Sea-Coal  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  requested  to  write  to  Jamaica,  and 
give  orders  for  a  load  of  Coal  to  be  sent  fron)  thence  to 
this  place,  on  account  of  this  Committee,  if  it  can  be  deli- 
vered at  three  shillings,  currency,  per  bushel,  or  under. 

Upon  application  of  Daniel  Offiey  and  William  Clifton, 
that  this  Board  would  advance  a  sum  of  money  towards 
searching  for  a  Coal  Mine,  said  to  be  in  Bucks  County, 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  pay  one-half  the  sum  ex- 
pended for  that  purpose,  provided  the  whole  expense  doth 
not  exceed  one  hundred  pounds,  and  in  case  the  said  Mine 
is  worked,  that  this  Board  have  the  refusal  of  any  quantity 
they  may  want  for  the  use  of  the  publick. 

Garret  Hulscamp  having  made  application  for  liberty  to 
have  his  Boat  go  down  the  bay,  to  take  him  out  of  Captain 
Johnston's  ship,  of  which  he  was  Pilot, 

Resolved,  That  the  liberty  he  prays  for  be  granted,  pro- 
vided he  goes  no  further  than  the  Brown,  and  that  he  avoid 
going,  or  being  taken  on  board  any  British  Ship  or  other 
vessel  of  war. 

^  Upon  application  of  Mr.  Mease,  an  Order  was  directed 
to  Captain  Dougherty,  to  discharge  from  Captain  Hender- 
son's Boat,  Daniel  McMichacl,  as  he  is  to  be  employed  in 
another  service. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Biddle,  and 
Mr.  Mease,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  Oflicers  and  Men  belong- 
ing to  the  Armed  Boats,  while  they  are  quartered  in  the 
Barracks. 

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wil- 
cocks,  James^Biddle,  Oicen  Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  was  de- 
sired to  deliver  Sergeant  Webster  the  Watch-Coats  made 
for  ;the  Artillery  Company. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  favour  of  Captain  William  Jenk- 
ins, for  ten  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  six  pence,  being  the 
amount  of  three  Firelocks  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
his  Company  in  the  Continental  Battalion. 

This  Board  being  informed  that  part  of  the  New  Jail  is 
now  in  order  for  the  reception  of  prisoners ;  and  the  Jailer 
and  Work-House  Keeper  of  this  ('ity  having  informed,  that 
the  badness  of  the  Jail  and  Work-House  is  dangerous  and 
inconvenient  to  the  prisoners,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Prisoners  confined  by  this  Board, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  Congress,  be  removed  to  the 
new  Jail  ;  and  that  the  following  Orders  be  delivered : 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  Keeper  of  the  Jail  of  Philadel- 
phia County: 
In  Commiltco  of  Safety,  Philadelpliia,  December  16,  1775. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  conduct  the  Soldiers  and 
three  Sailors  from  Rhode-Island,  now  prisoners  in  your  Jail, 


to  the  new  Jail  in  this  City,  and  there  deliver  them  into 
the  custody  of  Mr.  Thomas  Apty. 

By  order:  John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

To  James  Whitehead,  Keeper  of  the  Work-House,  Phi- 
ladelphia: 
You  are  hereby  required  to  deliver  into  the  custody  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Apty  all  the  Soldiers  now  in  the  Work- House, 
confined  by  order  of  this  Board. 

By  order:  John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Apty  be  appointed  to  take  care 
of  the  Prisoners  in  the  new  Jail  until  the  proper  Jailer 
moves  into  it. 

That  the  said  Apty  supply  the  Prisoners  with  Provisions 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  week,  as  allowed  by  Congress. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  ilie  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

JoAnA'ixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jan.,  George 
Clymer,  Robert  White,  Sainvel  Howell,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, Alexander  Wilcocks,  Anthony  Wayne. 

Resolved,  That  the  absent  Members,  in  the  City,  be  no- 
tified to  attend  the  Board  to-morrow  morning,  punctually 
at  nine  o'clock,  to  which  time  the  consideration  of  allowing 
the  makers  of  Saltpetre  part  payment  in  Gunpowder,  is 
deferred,  as  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  received  the  following 
quantity  of  Sail-Cloth : 

Twenty-five  pieces,  containing  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  yards  and  three-quarters,  from  William  Will;  six 
pieces,  containing  two  hundred  and  twenty  yards,  part  of 
that  bought  by  John  Moulder  at  Brigantine-Beack,  and 
oi  James  Loughcad. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  14th  instant,  Mr.  John 
Ross,  Mustermaster,  reports  that  there  is  on  board  the  thir- 
teen Armed  Boats  :  Men  in  pay,  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven,  fifty-four  of  whom  are  sick ;  Bedding  complete, 
sixty-nine ;  Beds,  seventy-four ;  Blankets,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  ;  Rugs,  two. 

Upon  application  of  the  Pilots,  employed  by  this  Board 
in  piloting  vessels  between  this  Port  and  Chester,  that  their 
pay  might  be  increased,  as  they  find  from  the  expenses  they 
are  obliged  to  be  at,  that  the  allowance  of  six  pounds  per 
month,  is  not  sufficient  for  their  maintenance  : 

And  the  Board  taking  tiie  same  into  consideration,  do 

Resolve,  That  the  ten  Pilots,  employed  as  aforesaid,  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  seven  Pounds  per  month  for  their  ser- 
vices, which  pay  shall  commence  the  21st  instant. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  (he  Order  drawn  agreeable  to  a 
Resolve  of  the  26th  of  September,  and  dated  the  29th,  in 
favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Berks  Coun- 
ty, for  four  hundred  pounds,  was  this  day  delivered  to  Mr. 
Michael  Bright,  of  that  County. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary, 
furnish  this  Board  to-morrow,  with  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tity and  sizes  of  Shot  now  in  the  store. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
Robert  Morris,  Vice  President,  John  Nivon,  Samuel 
Howell,  Samuel  Miles,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Reed, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  George  Clymer, 
Alexander  Wilcocks,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Bid- 
dle. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  Mr.  Towers,  Com- 
missary, reports  the  following  quantity  and  sizes  of  Siiot 
now  in  store,  viz: 

32-pounders, 99  shot. 

24      ditto, 255  shot. 

18      ditto, 2,8.34  shot. 

12      ditto, 90  shot. 

9      ditto,       ------       20  shot. 

6      ditto, 255  shot. 

4      ditto, 248  shot. 

3  ditto, 27  shot. 

6  ditto,  .-..--         6  cross-bar. 

6  ditto, 1  sliding-bar. 

6  ditto, 3  star. 

4  ditto,  ..----  14  double-head. 
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Grape  Shot,  in  150  12-pound  tin  canisters;  ditto,  in 

400  6-pound  tin  canisters — 3,775  pounds. 
Musket  Balis  in  50  4-pound  tin  canisters ;  Grape  Siiot, 

loose — 4,690  pounds. 
Musket  Balls,    35  pounds,  22  to  the  pound. 
Ditto,         317      do.      17         ditto. 
Ditto,         150      do.      15         ditto. 
Ditto,  30      do.      17         ditto,  in  504  filled 

cartridges. 
Ditto,  30       do.      17         ditto,  in  504  unfil- 

led cartridges. 
28  pounds  of  Buck  Shot. 
34  pounds  of  Pistol  Balls. 
Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
by  Captain  Batbil,  on  account  of  this  Board,  fifteen  barrels 
of  Gunpowder,  supposed  to  weigh  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall  manufacture  any 
quantity  of  good  Saltpetre,  and  deliver  the  same  to  this 
Board,  or  to  any  person  appointed  by  them,  after  the  1st 
day  o{  January  next,  and  from  that  time  until  the  1st  day 
of  April  next,  shall  receive  one-fourth  part  of  the  weight 
in  Gunpowder,  and  the  other  three-fourths  in  money,  at 
the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  pound. 

Resolved,  That  upon  any  application  that  may  be  made 
to  this  Board,  by  the  honourable  Congress,  or  any  other 
body,  to  spare  them  any  part  of  the  Men,  Arms  or  Ammu- 
nition belonging  to  this  Province,  that  this  Committee  will 
not  consider  of,  and  come  to  any  resolution  upon,  such 
application,  without  sending  a  written  notice  to  every 
Member  of  this  Committee,  residing  in  this  City,  mention- 
ing that  such  particular  business  is  to  come  under  this  deli- 
beration. 

Resolved,  That  William  Green,  a  person  belonging  to 
one  of  the  Armed  Boats,  confined  by  order  of  this  Board, 
in  the  Jail  of  this  County,  be  released  from  his  confinement, 
provided  he  enter  on  board  one  of  the  vessels  of  war,  now 
fitting  out  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau,  Captain  White,  and 
Mr.  Morris,  be  a  Committee  to  provide  the  following 
quantity,  and  sizes,  of  Shot : 

32- pounders,     ------ISO  rounds. 

24     ditto,         600    ditto. 

18     ditto,         5,550    ditto. 

12     ditto,         3,000    ditto. 

9     ditto,         3,000    ditto. 

Grape  Shot,  2  tons;  Swivel  Shot,  2  tons. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  White,  and 
Mr.  Clymer,  be  a  Committee  to  go  to  Fort-Island,  to  con- 
sider and  report  to  this  Board,  what  further  defences  may 
be  thrown  up  on  that,  or  the  Province-Island,  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  Fort,  and  passage  through  the  Chevaux-de- 
t\ise. 

Congress  this  day  sent  the  following  Resolve  to  this 
Committee,  which  is  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Mi- 
nutes. 

"In  Congress,  December  15,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colo- 
ny of  Pennsylvania,  be  requested  to  recommend  proper 
persons  for  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Battalions  to  be 
raised  in  the  said  Colony. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  appoint  proper 
persons  for  OfBcers  in  the  said  Battalions,  under  the  rank 
of  Major. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Agreed,  That  the  2d  day  of  January  be  fixed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  above  recommendations  and  appoint- 
ments, and  that  the  several  Members  of  this  Committee 
be  desired  to  attend  at  that  time,  at  the  Committee  Cham- 
ber in  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolves  of  Congress,  and 
Resolutions  of  this  Board,  be  published  in  the  diiferent 
Newspapers  of  this  City. 

Wednesday,  December  20,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
Benjamin  Franklin,  President,  Robert  Morris,  Samuel 
Miles,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Reed,  George  Clymer, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Alexander 


Wilcoclcs,  Anthony  Wayne,  John  Nixon,  Samuel  Hoivelt, 
James  Mease,  Robert  White,  Owen  Riddle. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  examine 

some  Muskets  that  Captain  Oswald  has  for  sale,  and  if 

found  good,  that  he  purchase  them. 

Governour  Hopkins,  this  day,  delivered  the  following 
Resolve  of  Congress  to  the  Board  : 

"  In  Congress,  December  19,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  requested  to  supply  the  Armed  Vessels,  nearly 
ready  for  sailing,  with  four  tons  of  Gunpowder,  at  the 
Continental  expense. 

"  That  the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  procure  and 
lend  said  Vessels,  as  many  stand  of  Small  Arms  as  they 
can  spare,  not  exceeding  four  hundred,  to  be  repaid  by 
the  Congress,  either  in  kind  or  value,  as  the  Committee 
may  desire. 

"  Resolved,  That  if  the  Powder  and  Arms  that  may  be 
supplied  and  lent  to  the  Continent,  for  the  use  of  the  said 
Armed  Vessels,  shall  not  be  replaced  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  February  next,  the  Congress  engages  that  their 
whole  influence  and  authority  shall  then  be  exerted  imme- 
diately to  replace  the  same  by  procuring  Powder  and  Arms 
from  some  other  parts  of  the  Continent. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary," 

The  Board  having  taken  the  above  Resolves  into  con- 
sideration, and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  do 

Resolve,  That  they  spare  to  Congress  all  the  Powder 
now  in  store,  except  the  Battle  Powder,  and  that  which  is 
made  into  Cartridges ; 

That  this  Board  will  immediately  collect  all  the  Arms 
belonging  to  this  Province,  and  will  spare  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Naval  Affairs  all  that  they  can,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  this  Province ; 

That  this  Committee  do  agree  that  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee may  inlist  from  on  board  the  Armed  Boats,  any  number 
of  Seamen,  not  exceeding  one  hundred. 

By  order  of  this  Board,  Robert  2'owers,  Commissary, 
was  directed  to  deliver  a  gentleman,  who  produced  a  small 
quantity  of  Saltpetre  of  his  manufacturing,  one-fourth  the 
quantity  in  Powder,  and  the  other  three-fourths  cash,  at 
the  rate  of  five  shillings  per  pound. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Dougherty  order  all  the  Armed 
Boats  up  to  this  City,  that  the  Officers  and  Men  may  go 
into  barracks,  except  the  three  eldest  Captains  and  Crews, 
who  are  to  continue  at  the  Island  till  relieved  by  three 
other  Boats,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  13tb. 

Thursday,  December  21,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Mease,  Owen  Riddle, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Clymer,  Alex- 
ander Wilcocks,  Joseph  Reed. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Willet,  for  the  payment  of 
sixteen  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his 
Company  in  the  First  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  his  favour, 
for  forty-seven  pounds,  seventen  shillings  and  six  pence. 

And  on  application  of  Captain  Harmar,  one  other  Order 
was  drawn  as  aforesaid,  for  thirteen  pounds,  being  the 
amount  for  four  Firelocks  purchased  for  his  Company. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  John  Maxwell 
Nesbitt,  Esq.,  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 

Sacherwal  Woods^s  Account  for  furnishing  Provisions  to 
the  Prisoners  confined  in  Jail,  by  order  of  Congress,  was 
examined,  and  thirty-four  pounds  nine  shillings,  recom- 
mended to  be  paid  by  Congress. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Anthony  Wayne,  Samuel  Hoto- 
ell,  Owen  Riddle. 

Saturday,  December  23,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 
Samuel  Miles,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel 


503 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


504 


Howell,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James 
Mease,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Joseph  Heed. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Williams,  for  the  payment 
of  tweniy-five  Muskets,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
Jiis  Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's,  or  First  Pennsylvania 
Battalion  in  the  service  of  the  Colonies,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  for  that  purpose,  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  seventy-six  pounds,  twelve  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  in  his  favour. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  receiv- 
ed the  following  Provincial  Arms: 

From  the  Officers  of  First  Battalion,  fifty-two  Muskets, 
forty-eight  Bayonets,  forty-six  Scabbards  ;  from  the  Offi- 
cers of  Second  Battalion,  forty-nine  Muskets,  forty-three 
Bayonets,  forty  Scabbards  ;  from  Captain  Willing,  of  Third 
Battalion,  two  Muskets,  and  one  Bayonet. 

Upon  application  of  the  Navy  Committee  of  Congress, 
by  order  of  the  Board,  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  thirty-six  pounds  of  Saltpetre,  and  one 
hundred  Muskets  and  Bayonets  to  ihem,  or  their  order. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers  take  the  Powder  belonging 
to  the  Armed  Boats,  as  they  come  up  to  town,  and  put  it 
into  store,  and  deliver  it  to  those  whose  tour  of  duty  it  is 
to  go  to  their  stations  at  Fort-Island. 

Upon  application  from  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs 
by  Colonel  Gadderden,  that  General  Hopkins,  of  the  Al- 
fred, or  any  other  Commander  of  the  Continental  ships 
of  war,  be  permitted  to  search  any  outward-bound  vessel 
for  seamen,  or  others,  belonging  to  any  of  the  above  ves- 
sels, 

Resolved,  That  such  permission  be  cheerfully  granted, 
but  this  Committee  recommend  a  discreet  exercise  of  this 
power,  so  as  to  occasion  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  the 
outward-bound  vessels ;  and  that  an  Officer,  whose  pru- 
dence may  be  depended  on,  may  be  sent  on  this  service. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Shawanese  John,  an  Indian,  disabled 
at  Cobble-Hill,  one  pound  of  Gunpowder. 

Tuesday,  December  26,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease,  Samuel  Howell,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  George 
Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer 
to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  John 
Nixon,  and  James  Mease,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Dorsey,  of  Colonel  Bull's 
Battalion,  for  the  payment  of  twenty-one  Firelocks,  pur- 
chased by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  by  order  of 
the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and 
Caldwell  for  seventy  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  the  amount 
of  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Jones,  of  Colonel  Bull's 
Battalion,  ibr  the  payment  of  seven  Firelocks,  purchased 
by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  for  twenty-nine  pounds, 
fifteen  shillings,  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Wednesday,  December  27,  1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety:     Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Owen  Biddle,  Robert  White, 
James  Mease,  George  Clymer,   Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Biddle. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  re- 
ceived and  delivered  the  following  articles : 

Delivered  Captain  Samuel  Nicholas,  by  order  of  the 
Navy  Committee,  one  hundred  Provincial  Muskets,  one 
hundred  Bayonets  and  Scabbards,  twelve  Iron  Ramrods. 

Received  from  Captain  Knox,  thirteen  Provincial  Mus- 
kets, eight  Bayonets  and  eight  Scabbards ;  from  Captain 
■Guj-ney, eleven  Provincial  Muskets,  nine  Bayonets,|twenty- 
ifive  Scabbards ;  from  John  Scotton,  2  cwt.,  1  qr.,  18  lbs., 
■of  Shot. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Le  Mar,  for  the  payment 
of  thirteen  Firelocks,   purchased  by   him  for  the  use  of 


his  Company,  in  Colonel  BulPs  Battalion,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  for  fifty-one  pounds, 
four  shillings  and  three  pence,  the  amount  of  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  the  Naval  Committee,  for  some 
Lead  for  the  use  of  the  Congress,  by  order  of  the  Board, 
Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  two 
rolls  of  Lead  to  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer,  and  report 
the  weight  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant  Symmonds  forthwith  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  the  Artillery  Company,  and 
repair,  with  them,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  Liberty- 
Island, and  there  remain  for  the  protection  of  the  Battery, 
Artillery,  and  Stores,  until  further  orders  of  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Agent  Victualler  furnish  two  weeks' 
Provisions  for  the  Company,  to  be  taken  down  with  them, 
and  keep  them  supplied  while  there. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  provide  a  Cart  or 
Wagon  for  conveying  the  Baggage  of  the  said  Company 
to  said  Island, and  furnish  each  man  with  twelve  Roundsof 
Cartridges,  likewise  thirty-six  Cartridges  for  the  Cannon. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Hugh  Montgomery  lake 
the  command  of  the  Warren,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant 
Symmonds. 

Thursday,  December  28,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :     Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Robert  While,  James  Mease, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer, 
Joseph  Reed,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Hazlewood  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  ten  Fire-Rafts,  and  superintend,  at  pre- 
sent, over  the  whole  Fleet  of  Rafts. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  Work-House  Keeper,  produced  his  ac- 
count, amounting  to  twenty-three  pounds,  nineteen  shil- 
lings, eleven  pence,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Prisoners 
confined  by  this  Board,  by  direction  of  Congress,  which 
was  examined,  and  recommended  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That,  for  the  further  defence  of  this  Province, 
a  Floating  Battery  be  built. 

That  Samuel  Howell,  Robert  White,  and  George  Cly- 
mer, be  a  Committee  to  have  the  said  Battery  completed, 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  they  purchase  the  Guns  and 
other  necessaries  for  her. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant  of  the  Artillery  Company 
be  allowed  sixty  Shillings  per  month. 

That  the  Corporal  of  said  Company  be  allowed  fifty- 
five  Shillings  per  month. 

Upon  application  of  Congress,  Robert  Towers  was  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Captain  Loxley  twelve  pounds  Salt- 
petre and  six  pounds  Gunpowder. 

Captain  Thomas  Proctor  having  applied  to  this  Board 
to  be  reinstated  in  his  command,  and  submitting  to  make 
the  acknowledgments  to  Captain  Williams  and  Lieutenant 
Watson,  as  formerly  recommended  by  this  Board,  and 
Lieutenant  Watson  having  declared  that  he  did  not  expect, 
or  require,  such  acknowledgments  to  be  made  to  him,  it  is 

Resolved,  That,  upon  Captain  Proctor's  giving  Captain 
Williams  the  satisfaction,  as  directed  by  this  Board,  he  be 
immediately  restored  to  his  command. 

Friday,  December  29,  1775. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety :    Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Joseph  Reed, 

Daniel  Roberdeau,   John   Cadivallader,   Robert    White, 

James  Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton, 

Jun.,  James  Mease. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Wilcocks,  Captain  Shee,  and 
Captain  Cadwallader,  be  required  to  purchase  as  many 
Files  as  may  be  thought  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Gun- 
smiths employed  in  the  service  of  this  Province. 

The  following  Order  was  handed  this  Committee  by 
Mr.  Mease,  which  was  endorsed  by  the  Chairman,  and 
delivered  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell: 

"  Congress-Charaber,  December  28,  1775. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  pay  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Pennsylvania,  eight  thousand  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the 
Battalion  of  Continental  Troops  in  this  city,  the  said  Com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  said 
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sum.      I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, John  Hancock,  President. 

"  To  Michael  Hillegas  and  George  Clymer,  Esqrs.,  Trea- 
surers." 

Colonel  Cadwallader  and  Mr.  Howell,  from  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  Morgan  Bustead,  on  the 
establishment  of  a  Foundry  for  casting  Cannon,  report,  that 
Bustead  desires  further  lime  to  consider  of  the  matter. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  he  be  desired  to  attend  this 
Board  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  order  to  give  his 
definitive  answer,  whether  he  will  or  will  not  engage  in 
that  service. 

Saturday,  December  30, 1775. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :     Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George 
Clymer,    Robert    White,    Owen   Biddle,   James   Mease, 
John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Biddle,  Jo- 
seph Reed. 

Morgan  Bustead  attended,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
yesterday,  and  promised  to  deliver  in  his  Proposals  for  cast- 
ing Cannon,  to  this  Board,  on  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Reed,  Mr.  Mease,  and  Mr. 
Owen  Biddle,  wait  on  the  Naval  Committee  of  Congress, 
and  obtain  of  them  an  Order  for  all  the  Russia  Sheeting 
which  is  not  already  appropriated  to  their  particular  use. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Biddle  wait  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  and  Observation,  and  request  they 
would  furnish  this  Board  with  a  particular  account  of  the 
goods  in  their  possession,  the  property  of  Joshua  Fisher 
Sf  Sons. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Whitehead  was  directed  to 
discharge  David  Owen  from  his  confinement. 

The  Congress  sent  the  following  Resolves,  which  are 
directed  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Board : 

"  In  Congress,  December  21,  1775. 

"  Resolved,  That  forty  Iron  Pots  be  provided  for  the 
Soldiers  while  in  the  Barracks  near  Philadelphia. 

"  That  the  Commissioned  Officers  of  each  Company 
be  allowed,  every  week,  a  quarter  of  a  cord  of  Hickory 
Wood,  or  other  Wood  in  proportion. 

"  That  there  be  provided,  for  the  Battalion  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  one  hundred  Haversacks,  a  Camp  Kettle 
for  every  six  men,  a  Tomahawk,  a  Canteen,  Cartouch 
Box,  Knapsack,  and  two  Bells  for  each  man. 

"That  a  Coat  of  uniform  be  provided  for  each  Soldier, 
and  that,  what  the  Coat  costs,  more  than  the  Hunting  Shirt 
(value  one  dollar  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents)  that  was 
to  be  given  them,  be  deducted  from  their  wages. 

"  That  the  said  Battalion  be  paid  one  month's  pay,  as 
soon  as  may  be ;  that,  afterwards,  they  receive,  monthly, 
half  a  month's  pay,  only,  until  so  much  is  retained  as  will 
amount  to  the  money  advanced  for  their  Fire- Arms,  Cloth- 
ing, &c. ;  after  which,  they  shall  receive  their  full  pay, 
monthly. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
oi Pennsylvania,  to  provide  Arms  for  the  three  Companies 
that  are  ordered  to  march,  and,  also,  to  provide  the  articles 
ordered  above  for  the  use  of  the  said  Battalion,  with  Drums, 
Colours,  and  Fifes. 

"December  26,  1775. — Resolved,  That  the  Battalion 
raised  in  Pennsylvania  be  supplied  with  Gun-Brushes, 
Prickers,  Double  Worms,  Screw  Drivers,  and  Oil  ;  and 
that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
the  said  Colony  to  provide  tlie  same. 

"December  28,  1775. — That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the 
Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  raised  in  said  Colo- 
ny, the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable.  (No  sum  men- 
tioned.) 

"October  12. — The  men  inlisted  to  be  furnished  with  a 
Hunting  Shirt  (not  exceeding  one  dollar  thirty-three  and  a 
third  cents)  and  a  Blanket,  provided  these  can  be  procured, 
but  not  to  be  made  part  of  the  terms  of  the  inlislment. 

"October  9. — That  each  of  the  Privates  be  allowed 
instead  of  a  Bounty,  a  Felt  Hat,  a  pair  of  Yarn  Stock- 
ings and  a  pair  of  Shoes,  the  men  to  find  their  own  Arms. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary," 


Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  see  the  Re- 
solves of  Congress,  respecting  the  Battalion  therein  men- 
tioned, carried  into  execution. 

Colonel  Reed  delivered  the  Board  the  following  Resolve 
of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties,  which  was 
this  day  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Northampton  County, 
when  they  were  desired  to  send  down,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  fourteen  quarter-casks  of  Gunpowder  mentioned  in  said 
Resolve : 

"  In  Committee,  December  19, 1775. 

"Resolved,  That  Major  Bayard,  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Schlos- 
ser,  and  Captain  Cowperthwaite,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a 
Committee  to  settle  the  Powder  Accounts  of  the  old  Cora- 
millee,  and  receive  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  the  pur- 
chase money  of  fourteen  casks  of  Powder,  to  be  brought 
from  Reading. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  the 

City  and  County  of  Philadelphia.  ^ 

"Robert  S.  Jones,  Secretary."  ■. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  makes  the  following  Re- 
port: 

That  he  has  received  from  Captain  George  Ord,  six 
Muskets,  value,  twenty-one  pounds  ten  shillings;  from 
John  Pringle,  twenty-eight  pieces  of  Holland  Duck,  and 
sixty-seven  pieces  o( Russia  Duck.  That  he  has  delivered 
to  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  this  Board,  thir- 
teen hundred  weight,  three  quarters,  and  twenty-seven 
pounds  of  Lead — received  by  Captain  Falconer;  twelve 
pounds  of  Saltpetre,  and  six  pounds  of  Powder — received 
by  Captain  Loxley.  That  he  has  delivered  one  pound  of 
Powder  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital ;  delivered  thirty 
pounds  of  Saltpetre  to  William  Lush,  to  be  made  into 
Powder. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Letters  were  this  day  wrote  to 
the  Committees  of  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks, 
and  Northampton  Counties,  requesting  they  would  collect 
the  Arms,  belonging  to  the  Province,  that  may  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  of  their  respective  Counties,  and  send 
them  to  the  Board  as  fast  as  collected. 

Monday,  January  1,  1776.    ' 

In  Committee  of  Safety :     Present — 

Alexander  Wilcocks, Chairman,  John Nixon,Oieen Bid- 
dle, George  Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  John  Cad- 
wallader,  Anthony  Wayne,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Bid- 
dle, James  Mease. 

Upon  application  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  this  Con- 
gress, this  Board  grant  them  permission  to  engage  any 
three  of  the  Pilots,  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  to  conduct 
the  vessels,  belonging  to  the  Congress,  down  to  Reedy- 
Island,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  return  to  their  proper 
stations. 

Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  is  directed  to  deliver 
fifty  stand  of  Arms  to  Captain  Samuel  Nicholls,  for  the 
use  of  the  Congress. 

Upon  application  of  this  Board  to  the  Naval  Committee 
of  Congress,  for  Russia  Sheeting,  for  the  use  of  Colonel 
BulVs  Battalion,  this  Board  was  furnished  with  an  Order 
for  forty-five  pieces,  which  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  to 
Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  or  order. 

Upon  application  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  Congress, 
that  this  Board  would  permit  a  number  of  men  from  the 
Armed  Boats  to  navigate  the  vessels,  belonging  to  the 
Congress,  down  to  Reedy-Island,  this  Board  gave  the  fol- 
lowing Order  to  Captain  Dougherty  : 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  required  to  order  such  a  number 
of  men  to  go  from  on  board  the  armed  boats,  under  your 
command,  as  may  be  necessary  to  navigate  the  vessels, 
belonging  to  the  Congress,  down  to  Reedy-Island ;  appoint 
some  discreet  officer  or  officers  to  take  the* 
and  to  bring  them  back  by  such* 
be  provided  for  them  by  the* 

To  Captain  Henry  Dougherty. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Allen  Moore,  that  this 
Board  would  indulge  him  with  the  liberty  of  resigning  his 
command  as  Commander  of  one  of  the  Armed  Boats  ;  and 
having  given  his  reasons  why  his  request  should  be  granted, 

[*  Original  torn.] 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Capt.  Allen  Moore  have  permis- 
sion to  resign  his  command  of  the  Armed  Qoit  Effingham. 

Tuesday,  January  2,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Benj'n  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  George  Gray,  James 
Mease,  George  Clymer,  John  Cadwallader,  Joseph  Reed, 
John  Nixon,  Owen  Riddle,  Andrew  Allen,  Nicholas  Fair- 
lamb,  James  Riddle,  Samuel  Miles,  Samuel  Morris,  Ro- 
bert fVhite,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Francis  Johnson,  Henry 
Wynkoop,  Anthony  Wayne,  Thomas  fVharton,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  Edward  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  will  recommend  to  the  Con- 
gress two  persons  for  each  Field-Officer,  if  the  appliers 
will  admit,  and  that  the  choice  be  made  by  ballot. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  recommended  to  the  Congress  as  proper 
persons  to  be  appointed  Colonels  for  the  four  Battalions 
as  now  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
agreed  upon,  and  are  now  recommended  to  the  honourable 
Congress  as  suitable  to  fill  the  offices  of  Colonels,  viz  : 

Anthony  Wayne,*     -     -     -     23  votes — 4th  Battalion. 

John  Shee,      -----     23  votes — 3d  Battalion. 

Arthur  St.  Clair,     -    -    -     23  votes — 2d  Battalion. 

Robert  Magau,    -     -     -     -     20  votes — 5th  Battalion. 

John  Allee,    -----     17  votes. 

Robert  Cadwallader,      -     -     15  voles. 

Daniel  Broadhead,        -     -     14  votes. 

Francis  Johnson,      .     -     -     10  votes. 

Wednesday,  January  3,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 

Renjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  John  Nixon,  James 
Mease,  Robert  White,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Samuel  Mor- 
ris, Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Francis  John- 
son, John  Montgomery,  Samuel  Miles,  Samuel  Howell, 
Henry  Wynkoop,  Anthony  Wayne,  Joseph  Reed,  Nicho- 
las Fairlamb,  James  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  George 
Clymer,  George  Gray,  John  Dickinson,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Edward  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  Congress, 
an  order  was  directed  to  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  to 
deliver  to  their  order  eight  hundred  Swivel-Shot. 

Upon  application  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors 
of  Bucks  County,  for  some  Gunpowder  to  prove  the  Gun- 
barrels  for  the  use  of  that  County,  an  Order  was  directed 
to  Mr.  Towers,  to  deliver  four  pounds  of  Powder  to  the 
order  of  John  Vandigriff. 

Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Dunwick,  Blacksmith,  for  forty-six  Firelocks,  made 
by  him  for  Chester  County,  and  forty  Firelocks,  made  by 
him  for  this  County,  and  to  deliver  the  same  to  Captain 
Samuel  Nicholas,  for  the  use  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Cadwallader,  and  Mr. 
Wilcocks,  be  joined  with  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Clymer,  and 
Mr.  Owen  Biddle,  as  a  Committee  for  appointing  proper 
persons  to  instruct  the  Inhabitants  of  the  different  Coun- 
ties in  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  and  to  do  what  other 
matters  they  may  think  proper,  for  the  more  speedy  obtain- 
ing the  making  of  that  necessary  article ;  and  to  fix  upon 
the  number  of  Handbills  to  be  printed  and  distributed  in 
the  English  and  German  languages,  setting  forth  the  pro- 
cess of  extracting  and  refining  Saltpetre,  as  published  in 
Dunlap's  Paper  of  the  1st  instant. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  by  direction  of  Congress,  acquaints 
this  Board,  that  they  received  the  recommendation  of  the 
eight  gentlemen,  sent  up  yesterday,  as  suitable  persons  to 
fill  the  offices  of  Colonels,  and  that  [they  were  pleased  to 
appoint  Arthur  St.   Clair,  Esq.,  Colonel  to  the  Second 

•  In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  January  2,  1775. — Pur- 
■uant  to  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  and  this  Board,  this  Committee 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  to  bo  recommended 
to  the  Congress  as  proper  persons  to  bo  appointed  Colonels  for  the  four 
fi&ttalions  now  to  bo  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  agreed 
upon,  and  are  now  recommended  to  the  honourable  Congress,  as  suit- 
able persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  Colonels,  viz  :  Anthony  Wayne,  Esq., 
Samuel  John  Atlee,  Esq.,  John  Shee,  Esq.,  Arthur  Xt.  Clair,  Esq., 
Daniel  Broadhead,  Esq.,  Robert  Magau,  Esq.,  Lambert  Cadwallader, 
Esq.,  Francit  Johnson,  Esq. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  Wiluau  Gotett,  Secretary. 


Battalion,  John  Shee,  Esq.,  Colonel  to  the  Third  Battalion, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Esq.,  Colonel  to  the  Fourth  Battalion, 
and  Robert  Magau,  Esq.,  Colonel  to  the  Fifth  Battalion  of 
Pennsylvania  Troops,  to  be  raised*]  for  the  Continental 
service. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  [of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  to  be  recommended  to  the  Congress  as  persons 
to  be*]  appointed  Field-Officers  for  the  four  Battalions  now 
to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  agreed 
upon,  and  now  recommended  to  the  honourable  Congress  as 
suitable  to  fill  the  offices  of  Lieutenant-Colonels,  viz : 
Lambert  Cadwallader,^    ------  21  votes. 

William  Allen, 20      " 

Francis  Johnson,    --------20      " 

Joseph  Penrose,      --....-.  20     " 

Thomas  Hartley, 17      " 

William  Irvine,       -------     -15      " 

Joseph  Wood, 12      " 

Daniel  Broadhead,      -----.-11      " 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Members  of  this  Board, 
January  3,  1776,  in  the  evening:  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Robert  Morris,  Samuel  Howell, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Thomas  Wharton,  Owen  Biddle,  John 
Montgomery,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Reed,  Andrew 
Allen,  James  Biddle,  Samuel  Miles,  Robert  White,  Hen- 
ry Wynkoop,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  James  Mease. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  by  direction  of  Congress,  delivered 
the  following  Resolves  to  this  Board,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  January  3,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  to  see  the  Resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, for  confining  Connolly  and  his  accomplices  in  safe  and 
close  prison,  in  Philadelphia,  till  the  further  orders  of  Con- 
gress, be  carried  into  execution. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee to  take  the  examination  of  said  Connolly  and  his  as- 
sociates. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

[John  Cennolly  and  Allan  Cameron,  and  their  servants, 
having  been  brought  to  this  city  as  persons  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  were  ordered  to  be  confined  in  close 
prison  ;  agreeable  thereto  the  following  Commitment  was 
issued  :*] 

Committee  of  Safety,  January  3, 1776. 

[You  are  required  to  receive  into  your  custody  John 
onnolly  and  Allan  Cameron,  and , ,  their  ser- 
vants,*] charged  with  treasonable  practices  against  Ameri- 
ca, and  keep  them  safely,  without  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  and 
from  all  intercourse  with  other  persons,  until  discharged  by 
this  Board,  or  the  order  of  the  Continental  Congress.  In 
which,  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  by  order  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 
To  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :     Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Robert  Morris,  John  Nixon,  James 
Mease,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  Fairlamb,  James 
Biddle,  Robert  White,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Owen  Bid- 
dle, Henry  Wynkoop,  Anthony  Wayne,  George  Clymer, 
Joseph  Reed,  George  Gray,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John 
Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Samuel  Miles,  Edward  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Henry  Dougherty  order  a  pro- 
per Guard,  from  the  Boats'  Crews,  to  be  fixed  at  the  State- 

[*  Original  much  mutilated.] 

tiN  Committee  of  Saff.ty,  Philadelphia,  January  3,  1775. — Pur- 
suant to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board,  this  Committee 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  to  be  recommended 
to  Congress  as  proper  persons  to  bo  appointed  Fiold-Officers  for  the 
four  Battalions  now  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  wore 
agreed  upon,  and  are  now  recommended  to  the  honourable  Congress 
as  suitable  to  fill  the  offices  of  Lieutenant  Colonels,  viz  :  Lambert  Cad- 
wallader, Joseph  Wood,  Francis  Johnston,  Joseph  Penrose,  William  Al- 
len, Thomas  Hartley,  William  Irvint,  Daniel  Broadhead, 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  William  Govett,  Secretay, 
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House,  over  the  Artillery  and  Military  Stores,  and  at  the 
Powder  House. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Josiah  Harmar,  for  the 
payment  of  five  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use 
of  his  Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an  Order 
was  drawn  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  for  sixteen  pounds, 
ten  shillings,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Cadwallader,  Mr. 
Wilcocks,  and  Mr.  Reed,  wait  upon  Andrew  Elliot,  Esq., 
and  Lord  Drummond ,  and  take  their  parole  of  honour,  that 
they  will  not  give  any  intelligence  of,  or  correspond  with 
any  person  whatever,  on  publick  affairs,  during  their  stay 
in  this  City  ;  and,  when  they  shall  leave  this  place,  they 
will  give  no  information  of  any  facts,  which  have  come  to 
their  knowledge  while  here,  of  a  publick  nature,  and  be 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  by  direction  of  Congress,  acquaints 
this  Board,  that  they  received  the  reconunendation  from  this 
Board  of  tbe  eight  gentlemen  sent  up  yesterday,  as  suitable 
persons  to  fill  the  Offices  of  Colonels  ;  and  that  they  were 
pleased  to  appoint  Lambert  Cadwallader  Second  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, William  Allen  Third  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Francis  Johnson  Fourth  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Joseph 
Penrose  Fifth  Lieutenant-Colonel,  of  the  four  Battalions 
oi  Pennsylvania  Troops,  to  be  raised  for  the  Continental 
service. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  recommended  to  Congress  as  proper 
persons  to  be  appointed  Field  Officers  for  the  four  Batta- 
lions now  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
agreed  upon,  and  now  recommended  to  the  honourable 
Congress,  as  suitable  to  fill  the  Offices  of  Majors,  viz: 

Joseph  Wood,       -     -     -     -     -     -     16  votes,  2,  2. 

George  Nagle,     -     -  -     -     -     20  votes,  3,  3. 

Henry  Bicker,      ------     16  votes,  4,  4. 

Nich  * 

John  McPh  * 

John  Bea  * 

James  Roy  * 

Friday,  January  5,  177G. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :     Present — 

John  Nixon,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  George  Clymer,  Prancis  Johtison,  Robert  While, 
George  Gray,  Joseph  Reed,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Nicholas 
Fairlamb,  Samuel  Miles,  James  Mease,  Henry  Wynkoop, 
James  Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  Samuel 
Howell,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Anthony  Wayne,  John 
Montgomery,  Edward  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  William  Allen,  for  the 
payment  of  twenty-eight  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for 
the  use  of  his  Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an 
Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  one 
hundred  and  six  pounds,  nine  shillings  and  nine  pence,  the 
amount  of  the  same. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  by  direction  of  Congress,  acquaints 
this  Board,  that  they  received  the  recommendation  from 
this  Board  of  the  eight  gentlemen  sent  up  yesterday  as 
suitable  persons  to  fill  the  Offices  of  Majors  ;  and  that  they 
were  pleased  toappoint/oiep/i  M^ood  Second  Ma'pv, George 
NagleThWd  Major,  Nicholas  Haussiger,  F'lhh  Major,  and 
Henry  Bicker  Fourth  Major,  of  the  four  Battalions  of  Penn- 
sylvania Troops,  to  be  raised  for  the  Continental  service. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  ciioice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  appointed  as  Captains  for  the  four  Batta- 
lions now  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
agreed  upon,  and  to  rank  agreeably  to  the  numbers  affixed 
to  their  names : 

John  Beatty,  John  Lacey,  Thomas  Byles, 

Thomas  Craig,  Peter  Scull,  John  ReeBe, 

William  Buller,  Caleb  Noarth,  John  Spohn, 

John  Miller,  Christopher  Shcart,  Nathaniel  Vansant, 

William  West,  Alexander  Graydon,  James  Moore, 

John  Brisben,  Thomas  Church,  Henry  Allen, 

Samueil  Benezct,  Samuel  Watson,  James  Taylor, 

Persifor  Frazcr,  John  Hillings,  Peter  Decker, 

Thomas  Robinson,  Frederick  Vernon,  Joseph  Hublcy, 

Walter  Sheart,  David  Lenox,  Matthew  Duneao. 
Rudolph  Brunncr, 

[*  Original  torn.] 


Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  deli- 
vered the  following  articles,  on  account  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  viz  : 

Delivered  Captain  Falconer,  2,400  pounds  Grape  Shot, 
758  pounds  Musket  Balls,  242  pounds  six-pound  Cannon 
Ball,  200  pounds  four-pound  Cannon  Ball,  26  pounds 
Cross-Bar,  Sliding,  and  Star  Shot,  13  pounds  Swivel  Shot, 
1,000  pounds  small  Swivel  Shot,  38  barrels,  18  half  bar-, 
rels,  72  quarter  barrels  Gunpowder,  weight  6,500  pounds. 

36  pounds  Saltpetre,  delivered  Dr.  Harrison. 

37  Provincial  Muskets  and  36  Bayonets,  46  Chester 
County  Muskets,  with  Bayonets,  delivered  Captain  Craig. 

50  Provincial  Muskets,  Bayonets,  and  Scabbards,  de- 
livered Captain  Samuel  Nicholas.  , 

216  Musket  Cartridges,  delivered  Captain  Hubley.        -^ 

10  new  Muskets  and  Bayonets  received  from  Captain 
John  Cadwallader,  and  delivered  to  Captain  Samuel  Ni- 
cholas. 

7  Provincial  Muskets,  delivered  to  Captain  Nicholas. 

200  pounds  Musket  Ball,  delivered  to  Captain  Nicholas. 

7  pounds  Saltpetre,  delivered  to  Captain  Loxley. 

4  quarter  barrels  Gunpowder,  100  pounds,  delivered  to 
Captain  Reed. 

Saturday,  January  6,  177G. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :     Present — 

George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  iVt- 
cholas  Fairlamb,  John  Montgomery,  James  Mease,  Sam- 
uel Miles,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  Alex- 
ander Wilcocks,  Joseph  Reed,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Henry 
Wynkoop,  George  Gray,  James  Biddle,  Owen  Biddle, 
Edward  Biddle,  John  Nixon,  Anthony  Wayne,  Francis 
Johnson,  Samuel  Howell,  Johti  Cadwallader. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  appointed  as  Lieutenants  to  the  four  Bat- 
talions now  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  persons  were 
agreed  upon,  and  to  rank  agreeably  to  the  numbers  affixed 
to  their  names,  viz: 

Joseph  Potts,  Samuel  Moore,  Samuel  Smith, 

John  Richardson,  James  Christie,  Andrew  Kechlin, 

Alexander  Johnston,  John  Lawrence,  Adam  Bettin,  \ 

Thos.  Lloyd  Moore,  John  Christie,  William  Davidson, 

Joseph  Davenport,  John  Williamson,  William  Bird,  [. 

John  Chilton,  George  Tudor,  Michael  Kimmle, 

Evan  Edwards,  John  Gross,  John  Priestly,  h 

John  Bankson,  John  David  Waelpper,  Charles  Philo, 

Bonj.  Bartholomew,  Robert  Wilkins,  Michael  Hoofnagle, 

Matthew  Knox,  Dan'l  Broadhcod,  Jr.,  John  Helm. 

James  R.  Reid,  John  Morgan, 

Monday,  January  8,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety :     Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Biddle,  John  Mont- 
gomery, George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell. 

Upon  application  of  Thomas  Willei,  for  the  payment  of 
twenty-three  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
his  Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  Paymasters  to  said 
Battalion,  for  seventy-two  pounds,  six  pence,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same. 

Captain  Miles  and  Mr.  Wharton  being  appointed  to 
wait  on  Messrs.  Joshua  Fisher  Sf  Sons  for  a  list  of  the 
goods  imported  by  them,  and  stored  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  and  Observation,  report  that  they 
called  upon  those  gentlemen,  and  informed  them  of  the 
Resolve  of  this  Board,  who  gave  for  answer,  that  tiiey  de- 
clined giving  any  such  list,  having  already  furnished  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  with  one;  and, 
notwithstanding  it  was  urged  to  Messrs.  Fishers  that  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  tiie  Committee  of  Inspection 
and  Observation,  who  said  they  had  mislaid  it,  yet  they 
persisted  in  the  refusal. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Colonel  St.  Clair  and  Mr.  Richard 
Butler,  respecting  the  publick  Powder  in  Westmoreland 
County,  this  Committee 

Resolve,  That  the  Powder  now  in  Westmoreland  Coun- 
ty, belonging  to  this  Province,  shall  still  remain  there,  as 
the  property  of  this  Province,  and  be  under  the  care  of 
the  Committee  of  said  County,  and  not  be  used  but  in 
the  defence  of  the  County. 
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Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  tlie  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  appointed  as  Second  Lieutenants  and 
Ensigns  to  the  four  Battalions  now  to  be  raised,  when  the 
following  persons  were  agreed  upon,  and  to  rank  agreeably 
to  the  numbers  affixed  to  their  names,*  viz : 


James  Montgomery, 
Ezra  nartlcson, 
Alex.  McClintock, 
•William  Tilton, 
Walter  Becker, 
Ross  Currio, 
John  Dudd  Dunn, 
John  Duguid, 
Robert  Gregg, 
William  Crawford, 
William  Chambers, 

Benjamin  Miller, 
Job  Vernon, 
John  Henry,  Jun., 
Thomas  Park, 
Joel  Waistcoat, 
James  McKcc, 
James  O'Harra, 
John  Gonsel, 
William  Craig, 
William  Old. 
Thomas  Wallace, 


John  Finley, 
Thomas  Jenncy, 
John  Craig, 
Richard  Collier, 
Andrew  Forrest, 
Henry  Epple, 
Robert  Conolly, 
Isaac  Sciley, 
Thomas  Boude, 
Michael  Ryon, 
Thomas  Holland, 

Eitfigm. 
James  Hunter, 
John  Savadgo, 
John  Evans, 
Isaac  Vanhorn, 
Ezekiel  Letts, 
Herman  Stoud, 
James  Black, 
Thomas  McEntire, 
Jacob  Funk, 
Edward  Hovenden, 
James  Cloyd, 


Henry  Becker, 
William  Stanley, 
Cliarlos  Mc  Henry, 
John  Woodside, 
Charles  C.  Beatty, 
John  Rudulph, 
Charles  Seits, 
Benjamin  Armitage, 
Andrew  Dover, 
Edward  Young. 


Alexander  Hall, 
Samuel  Schrirer, 
Abel  Morris, 
John  Wallace, 
John  Barclay, 
James  Mulloy, 
Mordecai  Davis, 
John  DoTcr, 
Levi  Griffith, 
James  Gibbons, 


"  In  Congress,  January  4, 1776. 

"Resolved,  That  a  fifth  Battalion  be  raised  in  Cumberland 
County,  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania.  C.  T." 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  of  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  recommended  as  proper  persons  for  Field- 
Officers  to  the  Fifth  Battalion,  to  be  raised  in  Cumberland 
County,  when  the  following  persons  were  agreed  upon  and 
now  recommended  to  the  honourable  Congress  as  suitable 
persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  Colonels,  Lieutenant-Colonels, 
and  Majors  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  they  proceeded  to  the 

•The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  officers  in  the  four  Batta. 
lions  to  be  raised  in  this  Province. 

Second  Battalion  :  Colonel,  Arthur  St.  Clair ;  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
William  Allen ;  Major,  Joseph  Wood. 

Third  Battalion :  Colonel,  John  Shee ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Lambert 
Cadwallader;  Major,  Henry  Becker. 

Fourth  Battalion :  Colonel,  Anthony  Wayne ;  Lieutenant.CoIonol, 
Francis  Johnston;  Major,  Nicholas  Haussiger. 

FifXh  Battalion  :  Colonel,  Robert  Magau ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Joseph 
Penrose ;  Major,  George  Nagel. 

Captains,  according  to  rank,  who  are  not  yet  nominated  to  particu- 
lar Battalions: 

12.  John  Lacey,  23.  Thomas  Byles, 

13.  Peter  Scull,  24.  John  Reese, 

14.  Caleb  Noarth,  25.  John  Spohn, 

15.  Christopher  Stuart,  26.  Nathaniel  Vansant, 

16.  Alex.  Graydon,        27.  James  Moore, 

17.  Thomas  Church,      28.  Henry  Allice, 

18.  Samuel  Watson,      29.  James  Taylor, 

19.  James  Hulings,        30.  Peter  Decker, 


1.  John  Beitty, 

2.  Thomas  Craig, 

3.  William  Butler, 

4.  John  Miller, 

5.  William  West, 

6.  John  Brisban, 

7.  Samuel  Benezet, 

8.  Persifor  Frazor, 


9.  Thomas  Robinson,  20.  Frederick  Vornon,    31.  Joseph  Hublay, 


10.  Rudolph  Bunner, 
11    Stephen  Bayard, 

1.  Joseph  Potts, 

3.  John  Richardson,    1 3.  James  Christie, 

3.  A.  Johnson, 

4.  T.  Moore, 


21.  David  Lenox, 

22.  Walter  Stuart, 
Firtt  Lieutenants. 

12.  S.  .Moore, 


32.  Matthew  Duncan. 


14.  John  Lawrence, 

15.  John  Christie, 

5.  Joseph  Davenport,  16.  John  Williamson, 

6.  John  Chilton,  17.  George  Tudor, 

7.  Evan  Edwards,        18.  John  Gross, 

8.  John  Bankson,         19.  John  D.  Wilport, 
9 Bartholomew,  20.  Robert  Wilkins, 

10.  M.  Knox, 

11.  J.  R.  Reed, 

1.  Jas.  Montgomery, 

2.  Ezra  Bartleson, 


3.  Alex.  McClintock,  14.  John  Craig, 

4.  William  Tilton,        15.  Richard  Collier, 


23.  Samuel  Smith, 

24.  Andrew  Kechlin, 

25.  Adam  Batting, 

26.  William  Davidson, 

27.  William  Bird, 

28.  M.  Kiramel, 

29.  John  Priestly, 

30.  Charles  Pliilo, 

31.  Michael  Hoofnagco, 

21.  Daniel  Broadhoad,  32.  John  Holm. 

22.  John  Morgan, 

Second  Lieutenants. 

12.  John  Finlay,  23.  Henry  Bicker,  Jr. 

13.  Thomas  Jennings,  24.  William  Standley, 
~     '  25.  Cliarles  McHenry, 


5.  Walter  Bicker, 

6.  Ross  Currie, 

7.  John  Budd  Dunn, 

8.  John  Dugard, 

9.  Robert  Gregg, 


16.  Andrew  Forrest, 

17.  Henry  Epple, 

18.  Robert  Connelly, 

19.  Isaac  Seely, 

20.  Thomas  Boude, 


26.  John  Woodside, 

27.  Charles  Betty, 

28.  John  Rudolph, 

29.  Charles  Seitz, 

30.  Benj.  Arrnitage, 

31.  Andrew  Dover. 

32.  Edward  Young. 


10.  William  Crawford,  21.  Michael  Ryan, 

11.  William  Chambers,  22.  Thomas  Holland, 

Ensigns. 

12.  William  Old,  23.  J^nes  Cloyd, 

13.  Thomas  Wallace,  24.  Samuel  Shrivor, 

14.  James  Savage,  25.  Abel  Morris, 

15.  John  Evans,  26.  John  Wallace, 

16.  Isaac  Vanhorn,  27.  John  Berkley, 

17.  Ezekiel  Letts,  28.  James  Maloy, 

18.  Harman  Stout,  29.  Mordecai  Davis, 

19.  James  Black,  30.  John  Dover, 

20.  Thos.  Mclntire,  31.  Levi  Griffith, 

21.  Jacob  Funk,  32.  Jamea  Gibbons. 

22.  Edward  Hovendon, 


1.  Benjamin  Miller, 

2.  James  Hunter, 

3.  Alexander  Hall, 

4.  Job  Vernon, 

5.  John  Henry, 

6.  Thomas  Parker, 

7.  Joel  Wescot, 

8.  James  McKee, 

9.  James  O'Harra, 

10.  John  Gansoll, 

11.  WUliara  Craig, 


Second  Lieutenants, 
Alexander  Parker, 
Samuel  McPherson, 
John  Alexander, 

McClelland, 

Edward  Stille, 
Arch.  McAllister,  Jr. 
John  Brooks,  Jr., 
Brown. 


choice  of  proper  persons  to  be  appointed  as  Captains,  First 
and  Second  Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  to  said  Battalion, 
when  the  following  were  agreed  upon,  and  to  rank  agree- 
able to  the  numbers  affixed  to  their  names,*  viz : 

12  votes  William  Irvine,  Colonel ;  3  votes  James  Irvine, 
1 1  votes  Thomas  Hartley,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  3  votes 
Patrick  Maxwell. 

1 1  votes  James  Dunlap,  Major ;  3  votes  BAlward 
Morton. 

Captains.  Lieutenants. 

Daniel  Grier,  William  Alexander, 

Abraham  Smith,  Bernard  Eichelberger, 

Samuel  Hay,  John  McDonncl, 

Jeremiah  Tolbert,  Robert  White, 

William  Rippee,  William  Brutton, 

Moses  McClain,  John  McDaniel, 

James  A.  Wilson,  Lewis  Bush, 

Robert  Adams,  John  Grier, 

Ensigns. 
Samuel  Montgomery,  William  Graham,  William  Lusk, 

William  Nicholas,       William  Miller,  John  Murray, 

Robert  Hoops,  William  Brown. 

Surgeon — Robert  Johnson.  Adjutant — John  Brooks. 

Tuesday,  January  9, 1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Jitmes  Mease,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Miles,  John  Cad- 
wallader, Joseph  Reed,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Riddle, 
James  Riddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Conformable  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  that  Nathan- 
iel Shaw  should  have  permission  to  load  Flour  in  this  port 
to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  pounds,  this  Board  requested 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  to  permit 
Thomas  and  Isaac  Wharton  to  export  in  Flour  to  the  said 
amount. 

Resolved,  That  Mr. Reed  and  Mr.  Mease  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation, 
and  request  the  favour  of  that  Committee  to  procure,  with 
all  possible  speed,  an  invoice  or  inventory  of  the  goods 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Joshua  Fisher  fy  Sons,  now  in  the 
stores  of  said  Committee,  for  the  use  of  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Proctor  immediately  go  to  Fort- 
Island,  and  take  under  command  the  Artillery  Company 
stationed  there. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Toivers,  Commissary,  immedi- 
ately apply  to  Colonel  Cadwallader  for  all  the  Muskets  he 
has  to  spare,  and  deliver  them  to  Captain  Nicholas,  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Jones,  of  Colonel  Rnll's 
Battalion,  for  the  payment  of  four  Firelocks,  purchased  by 
him  for  the  use  of  his  Company  in  said  Battalion,  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  fourteen 
pounds  fifteen  shillings,  being  the  amount  of  said  Firelocks. 

Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  this  Board,  now  in 

*  KBCOHHEKDATION  OF  FICLD.OFFICERS  FOR  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BATTALIOK. 

In  Comhittkk  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  January  9,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  and  this  Board,  this  Committeo 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  as  proper  persons 
for  Field-Officers  to  the  Fifth  Battalion  to  bo  raised  in  Cumberland 
County,  when  the  following  persons  were  agreed  upon,  and  now  re- 
commended to  the  honourable  Congress,  as  suitable  persons  to  fill  the 
office  of  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Major.  Colonels,  Wiltiatn 
Irvine,  James  Irvine.  Lieutenant-Colonels,  Thomas  Hartley,  Patrick 
Maxwell,     Majors,  James  Dunlap,  Edward  Morion. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes:  William  Govett,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  January  17,   1776 The  following   gentlemen  aro 

chosen  officers  of  the  Sixth  Battalion  of  this  Province,  which  is  to  be 
raised  in  York  and  Cumberland  Counties,  two  companies  in  the  former, 
and  six  in  the  latter. 

Colonel,  William  Irvine;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Thomas  Hartley; 
Major,  James  Dunlap;  Adjutant,  John  Brooks. 

Captains. 
Jeremiah  Tolbert, 
William  Rippie, 
Moses  McClean, 

Lieutenants. 
Robert  White, 


David  Grier, 
Abraham  .Smith, 
Samuel  Hay, 


James  A.  Wilson, 
Robert  Adams. 


William  Alexander, 

Bernard  Eichleberger,  William  Bratton, 

John  McDonald,  John  McDowell, 


Lewis  Bush, 
John  Greer. 


Alexander  Parker, 
Samuel  McPherson, 
John  Alexander, 

Samuel  Montgomery, 
William  Nichols, 
William  Graham, 


Second  Lientenants. 

McClelland,  John  Brooks, 

Edward  Stille,  Brown. 

Arch.  McCallistcr,  Jr. 

Ensigns. 
William  Miller,  Robert  Hoops, 

William  Lusk,  William  Brown, 

John  Murray, 
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town,  be  desired  to  attend  a  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  pre- 
cisely, to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Cadwalladcr,  Doctor  Bond, 
Doctor  Kuhn,  Doctor  Rush,  and  Doctor  Shippen,  Jun., 
be  requested  to  examine  all  candidates  who  shall  offer  as 
Surgeons  to  the  different  Battalions,  and  that  no  person  be 
appointed  by  this  Board  to  the  office  of  Surgeon,  without 
first  obtaining  a  Certificate  of  his  abilities  from  at  least  three 
of  the  above  gentlemen,  and  that  they  appoint  a  day  for 
examination  as  soon  as  is  convenient. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Philadelphia  County,  be  desired  to  call  together  the 
Members  of  the  said  Committee,  on  Wednesday,  the  17th 
instant,  and  that  Mr.  Hart,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Bucks  County,  be  desired  to  call  together  the  Members 
of  that  County,  on  Monday,  the  22d  instant,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  on  business  of  the  utmost  importance,  which  will 
be_ communicated  to  them  by  a  deputation  from  this  Board, 
who  will  attend  the  meeting ;  and  that  they  be  desired  im- 
mediately to  employ  a  special  Messenger  or  Messengers, 
for  the  purpose,  at  the  expense  of  this  Board,  and  to  notify 
to  the  Board  the  places  of  each  meeting. 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Miles,  Chairman, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  Howell, 
Anthony  Wayne,  John  Nixon,  John  Cadwallader,  James 
Biddle,  James  Mease,  Robert  White. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  will,  on  Monday  next, 
proceed  to  the  appointment  of  Second  Lieutenants  in  Col- 
onel BulVs  Battalion  ;  and  that  this  Resolve  be  made  pub- 
lick. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  will,  on  the  \2ih  Febru- 
ary next,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  Chaplains  to  the 
six  Battalions  raised  in  this  Province  by  order  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in  favour  of  John 
Maxwell  Nesbitt,  Paymaster  to  the  Boats,  or  order,  for  six- 
teen hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Miles,  Mr.  Mease,  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Morris,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  for  proper 
places  to  erect  Powder  Magazines  in  this  Province,  and  to 
procure  plans  of  the  necessary  buildings,  and  make  report 
of  the  same  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau,  and  Mr.  Mease, 
apply  to  Joshua  Fisher  fy  Sons,  to  know  if  they  will  sell 
what  goods  this  Board  may  have  occasion  for,  for  the  use 
of  the  publick,  that  they  have  in  the  store  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  inspection  and  Observation. 

Thursday,  January  11,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Anthony  Wayne,  James  Mease, 
John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Morris, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Nicholas 
Fairlamb,  Owen  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  em- 
ploy, in  the  service  of  this  Province,  Thomas  Truck  and 
John  Forrest ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  each  forty-five 
shillings  per  month,  and  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
week  for  subsistence. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  and  of  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen  to  be  appointed  Adjutants  to  the  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  Battalions,  now  to  be  raised,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  made  choice  of:  George  Boss,  Walter 
Bicker,  and  Thomas  Holland. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Wayne,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer  to  this  Board,  in 
favour  of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Chester 
County,  for  twenty-seven  pounds,  being  so  much  towards 
the  payment  of  Arms,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  that  County. 

Doctor  Franklin  sent  to  this  Board  the  following  Re- 
solve of  Congress,  which  is  directed  to  be  entered  on  the 
Minutes  of  this  Committee,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be  de- 
livered to  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  order  to  their 
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furnishing  Colonel  BulPs  Battalion  with  such  articles, 
therein  set  forth,  that  are  not  already  furnished,  agreeable 
to  a  former  Resolution  of  Congress  : 

"In  Congress,  January  10,  1776. 

"The  following  articles  to  be  provided  for  the  First 
Pennsylvania  Battalion,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Bull,  now  under  orders  to  march  for  Canada,  viz:  688 
Caps ;  688  pairs  Mittens  ;  688  pairs  Stockings ;  688  pairs 
Leggings;  688  pairs  Shoes;  1200  Shirts;  300  pairs  Blan- 
kets; 688  Haversacks;  688  Slings,  for  Firelocks;  688 
Waistcoats ;  500  pairs  Breeches ;  64  Pitching-Axes ;  and 
nine  Baggage- Wagons. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Penmylvania,  to  supply  the  Pennsylvania 
Battalion  with  such  of  the  above  articles  as  they  have  not 
already  furnished,  agreeable  to  former  Resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  all  the  articles  furnished  the  men,  more  than 
those  allowed  in  lieu  of  bounty,  be  deducted  out  of  their 
pay. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  yesterday.  Colonel  Rober- 
deau and  Mr.  Mease  waited  on  Messrs.  Fishers,  and  re- 
port they  positively  and  absolutely  refuse  to  give  any  con- 
sent to  the  sale  of  their  goods,  or  concur  in  any  way  to 
bring  about  the  end  proposed. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Committee 
of  the  City  and  Liberties,  informing  them  that  the  articles 
enumerated  at  the  bottom  of  the  Resolve,  are  essentially 
necessary  for  the  public  use.  That  they  are  not  to  be  pro- 
cured in  this  City,  but  from  Joshua  Fisher  8f  Sons,  who 
have  them  in  the  Committee  Store,  and  have  refused  to 
dispose  of  said  goods,  or  concur  in  any  measures  by  which 
they  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  publick.  That  this 
Committee,  therefore,  request  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion and  Observation  will  take  such  measures  to  preserve 
the  undermentioned  goods,  as  the  publick  interest  may  re- 
quire, and  as  they  have  done  in  cases  of  the  like  nature. 

(Two  tons  Pig  Lead,  two  bales  Russia  Sheeting,  two 
bales  Raven's  Duck,  one  case  Irish  Lineu,  seven  bales  Sail 
Cloth.)  i 

Friday,  January  12,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  John  Montgomery,  Anthony 
Wayne,  James  Mease,  George  Gray,  Robert  White,  Nich- 
olas Fairlamb,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Alexander  PVilcocks, 
John  Cadwallader. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Jones,  for  the  payment  of 
seven  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  BulPs  Battalion,  an  Order  was  drawn  for 
twenty -two  pounds,  fifteen  shillings,  in  his  favour,  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  Paymasters  to  said  Battalion. 

The  appointment  of  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  Ensigns, 
and  Adjutants,  were  this  day  sent  to  Congress,  by  Colonel 
Wayne. 

Thomas  Dewees's  Account  against  the  Congress  for  the 
soldiers.  Lieutenant  Symes  and  Duncan  Campbell,  confined 
in  Jail  by  order  of  Congress,  up  to  the  8th  instant,  were 
certified  by  the  Chairman  to  be  just,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  eight  pounds  seven  pence  half-penny. 

In  consequence  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  2d 
instant,  handed  to  this  Board  : 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Clymer  be 
a  Committee  to  procure  copies  of  all  the  Petitions,  Memo- 
rials, and  Remonstrances,  which  have  been  by  this  Colony 
presented  to  the  Throne,  or  either  House  of  Parliament, 
since  the  year  1762;  and,  also,  of  the  Answers,  if  any 
were  given  to  them,  in  order  to  lay  them  before  Congress, 
and  this  Committee  are  to  forward  any  other  business  that 
may  be  recommended  to  this  Board,  in  the  other  Reso- 
lutions of  Congress  accompanying  the  above,  of  the  2J 
instant. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Mease,  and  Mr.  Howell, 
be  a  Committee  to  meet  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Observation  of  Philadelphia  County,  at  Chestnut  Hill,  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  1 1  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Carter  be  discharged  from 
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imprisonment  upon  condition  that  he  pays  his  fees,  and  im- 
mediately departs  the  Continent ;  and  tliat  Leonard  Snoto- 
den  be  enlarged  on  paying  fees,  and  giving  his  parole  that 
his  future  conduct  shall  not  be  inimical  to  the  American 
cause. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau,  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr, 
Owen  Riddle,  be  a  Committee  to  procure  and  get  made 
in  the  best  and  most  speedy  manner,  twenty-five  Grubbing 
Hoes,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Picks,  five  hundred  Shovels, 
one  hundred  Spades,  one  hundred  Pitching-Axes,  and  one 
thousand  Pikes,  fifty  Wheelbarrows,  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Handbarrows. 

Letters  were  wrote  to  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors 
of  each  County,  respecting  the  Arms,  Stc,  to  be  provided 
by  them  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Assembly  of  the  30th 
June  last,  and  to  the  Committees  of  the  difTerent  Counties, 
(except  those  of  Westmoreland,  Northumberland,  and  Bed- 
ford,) respecting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  and  the 
mode  of  receiving  and  paying  for  the  same. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  articles  into  store.  Sic,  viz: 

65  pounds  Saltpetre,  from  the  manufactory  of  this  City; 
56  pounds  Saltpetre,  from  ditto ;  36  Steel  Ramrods,  from 
William  Broicn;  2  cwt.  3  qr.  of  small  Shot,  fiom  Owen 
Riddle ;  2J  pounds  Saltpetre,  from  Mr.  Peale,  for  which  he 
gave  ten  ounces  of  Powder,  and  nine  shillings,  four  pence 
half-penny,  in  cash;  56  pounds  Shot,  from  John  Scotton, 
at  thiriy-eight  shillings  per  hundred  weight ;  his  having 
delivered  four  pounds  of  Powder  to  Mr.  Vandegriff,  for 
the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Bucks  County. 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Samuel  Howell,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Riddle,  James  Mease,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Morris, 
Jun.,  nomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Riddle,  John  Cad- 
wallader. 

Captain  Andrew  Caldwell  having  been  applied  to,  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Fleet  in  the  service  of  this  Province, 
and  consenting  thereto,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  he,  the  said  Andrew  Cadwallader  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby,  appointed  Commander-in-chief,  or  Com- 
mander of  all  the  Armed  Vessels  in  the  service  of  this 
Province. 

Resolved,  That  a  person  be  appointed  second  in  com- 
mand of  the  Armed  Vessels  in  the  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Thomas  Apty  produced  his  Account  for  furnishing  twen- 
ty-four men,  prisoners  confined  by  Congress,  with  Provisions 
to  this  day,  amounting  to  forty-one  pounds,  two  shillings 
and  three  pence,  which  was  certified  by  the  Chairman  to 
be  just,  and  directed  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Oieen  Biddle  having  produced  an  Account  for  sun- 
dry articles  supplied  the  Saltpetre  Works  of  this  Province, 
by  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour, 
on  the  Committee  of  Accounts  of  this  Board,  for  seventy- 
eight  pounds,  five  shillings  and  six  pence,  being  the  amount 
of  said  Account. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  pay  Thomas  Dewees  the  Jail 
expenses  of  Leonard  Snowden,  he  being  incapable  of 
doing  it. 

Mr. Clymer,  by  desire  of  this  Board,  applied  to  Mr.  John 
McNeal,  to  know  if  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  this  Province,  in  the  character  of  an 
Engineer. 

In  consequence  of  which  Mr.  McNeal  acquaints  this 
Board,  by  Letter,  that  his  bad  state  of  health  prevents  his 
acceptance  of  the  appointment,  but  will  do  every  thing  in 
his  power  from  time  to  time  for  the  service  of  the  Pro- 
vince, without  any  fee. 

Monday,  January  15,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Biddle, 
Owen  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Jo- 
seph Reed,  John  Cadioallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease. 

Mr.  Mease  having  delivered  an  Order  of  Congress  to 


this  Board,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  it  was,  by 
order  of  the  Hoard,  endorsed  by  the  Chairman,  and  deli- 
vered to  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  the  uses  therein 
mentioned,  viz: 

"Philadelphia,  January  11,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  Please  to  pay  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Fennsylvania,  six  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  Battalion  in  this  City,  the  said  Committee  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  expenditure  of  said  sum. 

"  I  am  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"  Michael  Hillegas  and  George  Clymer,  Esquires,  Trea- 
surers." 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  vi-as  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  John  Nixon,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun.,  and  James  Mease,  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
for  five  thousand  pounds,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Ross  be  directed  to  furnish, 
immediately,  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  now  in  the 
service  of  this  Province  on  hoard  the  Armed  Boats. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  that  the  Battalions 
raised  in  this  Province  in  the  Continental  service,  should 
have  a  Second  Lieutenant  to  each  Company;  this  Board 
went  into  the  choice  of  eight  gentlemen  as  proper  persons 
to  be  appointed  Second  Lieutenants  in  Colonel  Bull's  Bat- 
talion, when  the  following  gentlemen  were  made  choice  of: 
1.  Roger  Siayner,  2.  George  Jenkins,  3.  Christian  Stad- 
dle,  4.  Amos  Wilkinson,  5.  John  Ellis,  6.  Samuel  Tolbert, 
7.  Peter  Gosner,  8.  John  Cohey. 

Tuesday,  January  IG,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Dan-. 
iel  Roberdeau,  John  Cadwallader,  Anthony  Wayne,  James 
Biddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Mease. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Robert  Johnson,  recommended 
by  Doctors  Thomas  Cadwallader,  Thomas  Bond,  Adam 
Kuhn,  and  William  Shippen,  Jun.,  according  to  a  former 
Resolve  of  this  Board,  is  hereby  appointed  Surgeon  to  the 
Fifth,  or  Colonel  William  Irwin's  Battalion,  to  be  raised  by 
order  of  the  Congress. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  recom- 
mended Chaplains  to  be  appointed  to  the  Battalions  to  be 
raised  in  this  Province,  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Daniel  McCalla  be  appoint- 
ed Chaplain  to  the  First,  or  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion. 

Upon  application  o(  Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  in 
his  favour,  for  five  hundred  pounds. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Mar,  for  the  payment  of 
twenty-two  Firelocks,  purchased  by  liim  for  the  use  of  his 
Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Mease  andCaldwell,  in  his  favour,  for  seventy- 
nine  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  being  the  amount  of  said 
Firelocks. 

Mr.  Morris,  by  direction  of  Congress,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing Resolve  of  Congress  to  this  Board,  a  copy  of  which 
was  delivered  to  Robert  Towers,  with  orders  to  see  the 
same  carried  into  execution : 

"  In  Congress,  January  8,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  to  send  five  hundred  pounds  of 
Powder  to  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the 
forces  to  be  employed  in  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and 
Northampton. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Robert  Toivers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  received 
the  following  articles  into  store ; 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Powder,  from  Oswell 
Eve;  sixteen  new  Muskets,  from  John  Nicholson;  eicht 
new  Muskets,  from  Lewis  Prahl;  nineteen  half  barrels, 
and  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  quarter  barrels  Gunj)ow- 
der,  weight,  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds,  received  from  Pelntiah  Webster,  for  account  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  That  he  has  delivered  to  Cii[)tain 
Falconer,  on  account  of  Congress,  eighty  quarter  barrels. 
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two  thousand  pounds;  he  has  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of 
New-Jcrscy,  by  order  of  Congress,  eight  quarter  barrels, 
two  hundred  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Powder  Committee  be  empowered 
to  contintie  their  endeavours  to  import  Powder;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  assure  the  value  of  the  vessels  employ- 
ed in  this  service,  if  they  find  it  necessary,  at  the  risk  of 
the  Province. 

Wednesday,  January  17,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nhon,  Chairman,  Henry  Wynlioop,  James  Bid- 
die,  Thomas  Wharton, iun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Cad- 
tvallader,  Anthony  JVayne,  Francis  Johnson,  James  Mease, 
Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wharton,  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  importing  and  procuring  of  Powder,  Arms,  &ic., 
for  tiie  use  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  they,  the  said  Committee,  load  the  Brig 
Dolphin,  Captain  Frole,  with  the  produce  of  this  Colony, 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  said  articles  from  foreign 
ports;  and  that  the  following  Certificate  be  issued,  viz: 

This  is  to  certify,  that  Messrs.  Robert  Morris  and  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jan.,  have  permission  to  load  the  Brig  Dol- 
phin, Captain  Prole,  with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies, 
the  same  being  for  account  of  this  Province,  agreeable  to  a 
resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Congress,  dated  the  26th 
October,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Advertisement  be  publish- 
ed in  the  different  Newspapers  of  this  City,  viz : 

Such  persons  as  are  willing  to  erect  Powder-Mills  in  this 
Province,  within  fifty  miles  distance  of  this  City,  are  desired 
to  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  will  lend  them 
money  on  security,  if  required,  for  that  purpose,  and  give 
them  other  encouragements. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Wayne,  Colonel  Johnson,  Mr. 
Bartholomeiv,  and  Mr.  Reiley,  be  a  Committee  to  examine 
that  the  Firelocks,  Cartridge-Boxes,  Knapsacks,  &ic.,  as 
ordered  by  Assembly  to  be  provided  by  Chester  County, 
are  made  agreeable  to  the  said  order  of  Assembly,  and  to 
the  patterns  delivered  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of 
said  County,  and  make  return  of  the  same  to  this  Board. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Josiah  Harmar,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  eleven  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
his  Comjjany,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  twenty-three 
pounds,  twelve  shillings  and  six  pence,  being  the  amount  of 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  advance  to  Gmiger, 
Dunwick  Sf  Kinder,  three  men  employed  by  him  in  making 
Fire- Arms,  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  fifty  pounds  each, 
for  which  they  are  to  deliver  thirty-five  stand  of  Arms,  with- 
out receiving  any  payment;  and  Mr.  Fox  is  directed  to  take 
their  separate  obligations. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Samuel  Meredith  and  Captain 
Richard  Peters,  Jun.,  be  appointed  in  the  place  of  Colo- 
nel Shee  and  Colonel  Cadwallader,  who  ,with  Captain 
Wilcocks,  were  authorized  by  this  Board  to  contract  for 
one  thousand  Firelocks  and  Bayonets. 

Thursday,  January  18,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety :  Present— 

John  I^Hxon,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  John  Cadwal- 
lader, Owen  Riddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  James  Riddle, 
Anthony  Wayne,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
James  Mease,  Francis  Johnson. 

Mr.  Alexander  Hall,  having  delivered  his  appointment 
as  an  Ensign  to  one  of  the  Companies  in  the  four  Batta- 
lions now  to  be  raised  by  order  of  Congress,  this  Board 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  another  gentleman  as  a  fit  per- 
son to  supply  his  place,  when  Mr.  Joseph  Standley  was 
agreed  to  be  appointed. 

This  Committee  being  informed  by  Congress,  through 
Andrew  Allen,  YLs(\.,\.\\di\.  there  was  some  dispute  about  the 
classing  the  Field-Officers,  upon  inquiry,  do  find  that  there 
was  some  small  difference  between  Colonel  St.  Clair  and 
Colonel  Wayne  respecting  the  arrangement  of  their  Majors. 
Therefore,  „  ,^,- 


Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Haussigerbe  appointed  Major 
to  Colonel  Wayne's  BaitaVion,  and  Joseph  Wood  be  M»\oi 
to  Colonel  St.  Clair's  Battalion. 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  a  Report  from  the  Committee  of 
Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  that 
they  have,  without  effect,  taken  every  peaceable  measure 
in  their  power  to  obtain  certain  goods  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Joshua  Fisher  fy  Sons,  now  in  the  store  of°tlie  said  Com- 
mittee, and  applied  for  by  this  Board  for  the  publick  service, 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Committee  that  the  said  goods, 
consisting  of  Sail-Cloth,  Lead,  Russia  Sheeting,  Raven's 
Duck,  Linens,  Red  Serge,  White  Lead  and  Spanish 
Brown,  are  essentially  necessary  for  the  publick  service,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Observation,  deliver  said  goods  to  Thomas  Lawrence,  ven- 
due master,  to  be  immediately  sold  at  publick  vendue,  that 
this  Committee  may  have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing 
them  for  the  publick  service,  and  that  this  Committee  will 
pay  for  the  same,  or  be  answerable  for  the  payment  when 
required. 

Doctor  John  Smith  being  brought  to  this  City  by  Cap- 
tain Shryock,as  a  person  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica, was,  by  order  of  the  Board,  committed  to  prison, 
agreeable  to  the  following  Commitment,  viz  : 

Whereas,  Doctor  John  Smith  stands  charged  before  this 
Board  with  practices  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America, 
these  are  to  authorize  and  require  you  to  receive  into  your 
custody  the  said  Doctor  John  Smith,  and  him  safely  and 
closely  keep  confined,  without  admitting  any  person  to 
speak  with,  or  have  access  to  him,  unless  by  special  order 
from  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  or  this 
Board,  and  without  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  until  he  be  dis- 
charged by  the  said  Congress,  or  this  Committee.  And 
hereof  you  are  not  to  fail,  at  your  peril. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 
To  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Ordered,  That  John  Hall  be  authorized  to  purchase 
half  a  ton  of  Bar-Iron,  for  Leivis  Prahl,  for  making  Gun- 
Barrels,  and  draw  upon  this  Committee  for  the  amount. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  received  and  deliver- 
ed the  following  articles:  Seven  hundredweight  of  Shot, 
received  from  Thomas  Smith ;  one  hundred  weight  receiv- 
ed from  Meire Baxter, cash  one  pound  eighteen  shillings; 
ten  half-barrels  Powder,  weight  five  hundred  pounds,  sent 
to  Virginia,  by  order  of  Congress,  which  Powder  is  the 
property  of  the  Congress :  two  pounds  of  powder  delivered 
Mr.  Wynkoop,  of  Bucks  County. 

Friday,  January  19,  1776. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau, George   Clymer,   Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel 
Howell,  Nicholas  Fairlamb,  James  Mease. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Howell  purchase  the  whole 
quantity  of  Brass  that  Mr.  Amos  Strettle  may  have  for 
sale,  and  order  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Commissary. 

Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Clymer,  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  procure  copies  of  all  the  Petitions,  Memorials, 
and  Remonstrances,  which  have  been  by  the  Colony  pre- 
sented to  the  Throne,  or  either  House  of  Parliament,  since 
the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and,  also,  the 
answers,  if  any,  that  were  given  to  them,  report  three  Pe- 
titions to  the  King,  viz  :  One  of  June  6,  1766 ;  one  of  Sep- 
tember 22, 1768 ;  and  one  of  March  5,  1771  ;  one  Petition 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  dated  September  22, 1768;  also, 
two  Petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  January 
14,  1766,  and  September  22,  1768;  and  that  they  are 
informed  by  the  Clerk  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  that 
no  answer  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
Petitions. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Clymer  and  Colonel  Roberdeau 
wait  upon  the  Congress,  with  the  above-mentioned  copies 
of  Petitions.* 

*  In  CoMMrrTEE  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  January  19,  177G. 
Colonel  Roberdeau  and  Mr.  Clymer,  a  Committee  appointed  to  pro- 
cure copies  of  all  the  Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Remonstrances,  which 
have  been  by  this  Colony  presented  to  the  Throne,  or  either  House  of 
Parliament,  since  the  year  1762,  and  also  the  answers,  if  any,  that  were. 
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Doctor  Jonathan  Potts  having  sent  to  this  City  twenty 
Provincial  Muskets,  accompanied  with  liis  account  of  sun- 
dry repairs  made  by  the  different  people  who  he  collected 
them  from,  and  which  he  applies  for  the  payment  of, 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Board  for  the  same. 

Which  order  was  accordingly  drawn,  in  favour  of  said 


! 


iven  to  thorn,  report  tlireo  Petitions  to  the  King,  viz  :  One  of  June  6, 
_766;  one  of  September  22,  1768;  and  one  of  March  5,  1771;  one 
Petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  dated  September  22,  1768 ;  also,  two 
Petitions  to  tlie  House  of  Commons,  dated  January  14,  1766,  and  Sep. 
tember  22,  1768;  and  that  tliey  nro  informed  by  the  Clerk  of  Assera. 
biy  of  this  Province,  that  no  Answer  has  been  given  to  either  of  the 
ibove.mentioned  Petitions. 

Rcsolced,  Tiiat  Mr.  Clyiner  and  Colonel  Roberdeau  wait  upon  the 
Congress  with  the  above-mentioned  copies  of  Petitions. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes :  William  Govett,  Secretary. 


To  the  King's  Moat  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
PEiN.vsyLVANiA,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

Most  Graciocs  Sovereig.x  :  We,  yoiir  Majesty's  dutiful,  loyal,  and 
faithful  subjects,  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  mot,  under  a  deep  sense  of  your 
Majesty's  great  condescension  and  justice,  beg  leave  to  render  to  your 
Majesty  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  most  gracious  assent  to  the  act 
repealing  the  law  granting  certain  Stamp  duties  in  America.  The 
paternal  concern  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  all  your  Majesty's 
subjects,  however  remote,  which  your  Majesty  has  demonstrated  on 
this  very  important  occasion,  cannot  fail  of  li.xing  in  the  hearts  of  the 
good  people  of  this  Province  the  most  inviolable  affection  and  loyalty 
to  your  Koyal  person  and  Government,  and  exciting  tlieir  sincerest 
prayers  for  the  long  continuance  of  your  Majesty  on  the  Throne  of 
those  extensive  dominions,  whoso  happiness  and  glory  have  been  the 
invariable  objects  of  your  care  and  attention. 

Tlie  assurance  which  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  us,  of 
"your  approbation  of  the  dutiful  behaviour  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
tylviinia,  amidst  the  too  prevailing  distractions  wliich  have  agitated  the 
other  Colonies,"  fills  our  breasts  with  sentiments  of  the  most  respect- 
ful gratitude,  and  demands  our  warmest  thanks.  This  instance  of  your 
Majesty's  condescension  and  goodness  must  engage  the  people  we 
represent  to  continue  to  recommend  themselves  still  further,  by  their 
dutiful  behaviour,  to  your  Uoyal  favour  and  protection. 

We  humbly  entreat  your  Majesty  will  furtlier  permit  us  to  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  tlie  high  sense  wo  entertain  of  the  justice 
ftnd  tenderness  of  your  Parliament,  who,  ready  to  hear  and  consider 
the  aggrievances  of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  have,  upon  a  just  repre. 
sentation  of  the  unhappy  circumstances  of  your  Colonies,  manifested 
their  good  dispositions  and  lenity  to  us  in  our  late  distressed  situa. 
tiun. 

Fully  sensible  how  much  the  happiness  of  your  people  depends  on  a 
perfect  harmony  and  connection  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo, 
nics,  wo  assure  your  Majesty,  that  no  care  or  endeavours  shall  be  want. 
ing,  on  our  part,  to  promote  and  establish  that  union  of  affections  and 
interests  so  essential  to  tho  welfare  of  both,  and  to  preserve  that  loy- 
alty and  affection  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  which  we 
esteem  to  bo  one  of  their  first  and  most  important  duties. 

Signed,  by  order  of  tlie  House,  Joseph  Fox,  Speaker. 

June  6,  1766. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Journals  : 

CuARLEs  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  Petition  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
Pe.nnsvlvania,  most  humbly  showeth  : 

That  we,  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  the  Representatives  of  the 
Freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  humbly  ask  per. 
mission  to  offi^r  to  your  Royal  wisdom  our  dutiful  supplications. 

In  our  last  Petition  to  your  Majesty,  wo  prayed  relief  of  a  grievance 
which  the  good  people  of  this  Province  suffered,  by  duties  being  im. 
posed  upon  them  by  act  of  Parliament,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a 
revenue ;  and,  though  that  act  has  been  repealed,  as  to  part  of  these 
taxes,  yet  the  duties  on  Tea,  and  other  enumerated  goods  not  made  in 
Great  Britain,  but  from  thence  exported  to  these  Colonies,  are  still 
retained,  with  intent,  as  we  have  great  reason  to  fear,  of  establishing 
thereby  a  precedent  for  repeating  such  taxations  upon  us  hereafler. 
Thus  we  lose  the  possession  of  our  property,  and  the  title  to  tho  re- 
mainder becomes  extremely  precarious ;  for,  as  we  cannot,  from  our 
situation  be,  in  any  manner,  represented  in  Parliament,  your  Royal 
wisdom  will  perceive,  that  we  can  call  nothing  our  own  which  others 
assume  a  right  to  take  from  us  without  our  consent. 

The  aggrievance  still  continuing,  notwithstanding  tho  late  repeal, 
our  confidence  in  your  Majesty's  transcendent  goodness  induces  us  to 
liope,  that,  through  your  gracious  interposition,  we  may  yet  obtain 
redress. 

If  we  attempted  to  promote  innovations,  we  might  deserve  censure. 
We  only  endeavour  to  avoid  them.  We  presume  not  to  request  tho 
grant  of  any  new  right  in  our  favour,  nor  any  diminution  of  tlie  Royal 
prerogative,  but  only  to  be  restored  to  that  which  wo  constantly,  till  of 
late,  enjoyed:  the  invaluable,  exclusive  privilege  of  demonstrating  our 
affection  for  our  Sovereign,  and  our  duty  to  his  Government,  as  here- 
tofore, by  voluntary  gifts  of  our  property  to  him.  This  privilege, 
repeatedly  recognised  by  your  Majusty,  and  former  Kings  and  Parlia- 
ments, our  ancestors  transmitted  inviolate  to  us ;  wo  possessed  it  with- 
out abuse,  and  have  lost  it  without  offence ;  for,  we  beg  leave  to  assure 
jour  Majesty,  that  none  of  your  subjects  are,  or  can  be,  more  affec- 
tionately and  firmly  attached  to  your  Majesty's  person,  family,  and 
Government,  than  your  faithful  people,  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsyl- 
xania. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign:  Fully  confiding  that  your  Majesty  will 
always  make  the  preservation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  your  sub- 
jects a  principal  object  of  your  attention,  and  that  your  Royal  disposi. 


Potts,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  for  fifty-two 
pounds,  five  shillings  and  three  pence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  view  Li- 
berty-Island, repair,  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit,  to 
that  place,  with  Doctor  Ritlenhouse,  Robert  Smith,  and 
John  McNeal,  and  determine  on,  and  lay  out,  such  work 
as  they  shall  think  sufficient  to  defend  it ;  and  that  those 

tion  delights  in  the  freedom  and  happiness  of  your  people,  wo  most 
humbly  and  earnestly  implore  your  Majesty,  by  your  Royal  authority, 
influence,  and  recommendation,  to  procure  us  relief  from  the  grievance 
now  most  respectfully  represented. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  House,  Joseph  Galloway,  Speaker. 

Philadelphia,  March  5,  1771. 

A  true  copy  from  tho  Journals : 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords,  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  Par- 
liament assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met,  humbly  showeth  : 

That  your  petitioners  apprehend,  whenever  measures  are  pursued 
inconsistent  v/ith  the  principles  of  that  freedom  on  which  the  British 
Constitution  is  founded,  it  cannot  be  thought  improper  to  make  appli. 
cation  for  redress  to  your  Lordships,  the  hereditary  guardians  of  Bri. 
tish  liberty,  and,  therefore,  they  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Lordships 
the  following  aggrievance,  which  greatly  affects  His  Majesty's  most 
faithful  American  subjects,  and  to  implore  your  concurrence  witli  tho 
other  branches  of  the  British  legislature,  in  relieving  them  from  their 
present  distress. 

That  the  people  of  this  Province,  gratefully  sensible  of  your  Lord, 
ships'  wisdom  and  justice,  in  tlie  repeal  of  the  late  act  of  Parliament 
imposing  Stamp  duties  in  America,  were  led  to  hope,  that,  in  all  future 
time,  they  should  enjoy  the  right  of  granting  aids  to  tlie  Crown  by 
representatives  Constitutionally  chosen  by  themselves.  That,  greatly 
disappointed  in  this  expectation,  they  find  another  act,  passed  in  tho 
seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  imposing  new  duties  on  the 
people  of  America,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue,  ecjually  sub- 
versive of  this  right,  and  tending  to  render  their  property  most  preca. 
rious  and  insecure. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  conceive,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  liber- 
ties of  Englishmen  that  no  laws  can  be  made  to  take  away  their 
property  without  their  consent.  Upon  this  equitable  principle,  the 
security  of  the  subject's  estate,  whether  in  tho  mother  country  or  the 
Colonies,  is  most  justly  founded;  nor  can  British  freedom,  or  publick 
happiness,  without  it,  any  where  exist.  Hence,  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince,  by  their  Representatives  in  Assembly,  have  ever  exercised  the 
power  of  disposing  of  their  own  property ;  and,  whenever  requisitions 
have  been  made  by  His  Majesty,  or  his  Royal  predecessors,  for  tho 
defence  of  America,  they  have  most  cheerfully,  and  liberally,  granted 
their  full  proportion  of  aids  for  that  important  purpose.  This  power 
being  founded  on  tho  Constitution  of  the  Government  of  the  Province, 
and  having  often  received  tho  sanction  of  the  Crown,  and  full  approba- 
tion  of  the  British  Parliament,  j-our  petitioners  hope  your  Lordships 
will  not  think  any  reasons  sufficient  to  deprive  His  Majesty's  faithful 
subjects,  in  this  Colony,  of  a  privilege  so  essential  to  their  security  and 
happiness.  They,  therefore,  humbly  pray  your  Lordships  to  take  the 
premises  into  your  serious  consideration,  and  that  you  will  also  be 
pleased  to  pursue  such  measures  as  you  shall,  in  your  wisdom,  think 
most  proper,  to  relievo  them  and  the  people  they  represent  from  the 
aggrievance  complained  of. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  House,  Joseph  Galloway,  Speaker. 

Philadelphia,  September  22,  1768. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Journals : 

Charles  Moose,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  of  Great 

Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 

Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  most  humbly  showeth  : 

That,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consideration  the  statute  passed 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  preseiit  Majesty's  reign,  prohibiting  the  further 
emissions  of  Bills  of  Credit  from  being  lawful  tender  in  the  Colonies; 
and  attentively  weighing  the  mischiefs  which  must  attend  the  continu- 
ance of  the  said  statute ;  the  obstructions  to  tho  growth  and  increase  of 
this  young,  and  lately  flourishing  Colony;  and  tho  diminution  of  its 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  which  it  must  necessarily 
occasion,  we  find  ourselves  under  the  unhappy  necessity  of  making  our 
application  to  your  honourable  House  for  a  repeal  of  the  said  law. 

That  it  is  known,  from  the  most  evident  experience,  that  the  growth 
and  increase  of  this  Province  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  occasioned 
by  tho  moderate  sums  of  paper  money  which  from  time  to  time  have  been 
emitted,  by  and  under  the  direction  of  its  legislative  authority.  That  be. 
fore  these  emissions  were  made,  the  progress  of  tho  Colony,  in  its  wealth 
and  settlement,  laboured  under  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  proceeded  in 
its  course  by  degrees  almost  imperceptible.  Tho  inhabitants  being 
under  a  necessity,  from  tho  want  of  a  medium  of  commerce,  to  nego- 
tiate a  great  part  of  their  business  and  traffick  in  tho  inconvenient  mode 
of  barter  and  commutation ;  but,  that,  upon  striking  the  first  Bills  of 
Credit,  this  disadvantageous  method  of  commerce  was  soon  laid  aside; 
contracts  multiplied  ;  personal  and  real  estates  rose  to  tlioir  proper 
value ;  our  numbers  increased ;  trade  became  extended ;  and  the  settle- 
ment  of  the  country  proceeded  with  more  rapidity  than  the  most  san. 
guine  expectations  could  suggest ;  and  that  the  same  happy  and  fortu. 
nato  effects  have  ever  flowed  from  the  further  emissions  of  paper  Bills 
of  Credit,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  emitted,  without  the  least  ineonve. 
niency  or  prejudice  to  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  or  the  people  of 
this  Province. 

That  we  apprehend  no  arguments  can  be  necessary,  to  prove  that 
commerce  cannot  be  carrried  to  any  beneficial  extent,  without  a  pro. 
per  medium  of  circulating  cash,  destitute  of  which,  tho  trade  of  this 
Colony  must,  in  a  short  time,  bo  confined  to  the  restricted   limits  of 
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gentlemen  employ  such  persons  as  may  be  necessary,  to 
complete  said  Works,  agreeable  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  be  directed  to  cause 
four  hundred  Seamen  and  Landsmen  immediately  to  be 
recruited,  for  the  services  of  the  Armed  Boats,  and  other 
Naval  Equipments,  on  the  same  terms  the  other  men  were 
raised. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  William  Jenkins,  for  the 

barter  among  ourselves,  and  the  commercial  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  be  greatly  diminished,  to  the  manifest  loss  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, and  impoverishment  of  the  Colony. 

That  the  trade  to  the  foreign  ports,  from  whence  our  merchants  for. 
merly  imported  gold  and  silver,  in  part  of  their  returns,  is  effectually 
obstructed  by  the  high  duties  imposed  on  the  produce  of  those  ports,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  our  commerce  with  Britain;  and,  even  when 
those  duties  shall  bo  taken  off,  the  gold  and  silver  imported  will  bo 
remitted,  in  discharge  of  the  debts  to  the  mother  country ;  and,  there, 
fore,  that  wo  can  have  no  permanent  medium  of  commerce,  without  the 
liberty  of  emitting  such  reasonable  quantities  of  paper  Bills  of  Credit 
as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

That,  by  the  policy  of  the  English  laws,  the  person  of  every  debtor 
remains  as  a  security  to  his  creditor,  for  the  performance  of  the  con. 
tract  and  discharge  of  the  debt ;  and,  should  the  Legislature  of  this 
Province  be  restrained  from  making  paper  money  a  lawful  tender  to 
the  creditor,  in  discharge  of  the  body  of  the  debtor,  the  person  of  every 
American  is  liable  to  duress  and  imprisonment,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  his  creditor. 

Moved  by  the  sincorest  desire  of  promoting  and  increasing  the  com. 
merce  of  our  mother  country,  as  well  as  that  of  our  particular  Pro- 
vince, we  bog  leave  further  to  represent,  that  upon  this  liberty  of 
instituting  a  proper  medium  of  trade,  the  future  importations  of  British 
manufactures  in  a  great  measure  depend ;  that  we  find,  from  incontes- 
table vouchers,  and  experience,  that,  at  all  times,  the  importations  from 
Great  Britain  have  increased  or  diminished,  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  this  medium  and  the  foreign  gold  and  silver  current.  That,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  when  the  largest  sums  of 
Bills  of  Credit  and  foreign  specie  were  circulating,  the  greatest  quantity 
of  English  merchandise  was  imported  that  has  ever  been  known,  cither 
before  or  since  that  period.  That  before  this  time,  as  the  quantity  of 
this  medium  was  increased  by  the  demand  of  the  Crown,  the  orders  of 
the  Pennsylvania  merchants  grew  larger,  and  the  importations  from 
Britain  also  increased.  That  since  this  period,  those  importations 
have  lessened,  in  proportion  to  the  sinking  of  those  Bills  of  Credit,  and 
the  exportation  of  our  gold  and  silver  to  Great  Britain;  and  that  in  so 
great  a  degree  as  to  bo  extremely  injurious  to  the  mutual  commerce 
between  our  mother  country  and  this  Colony.  That  in  the  said  year, 
the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  amounted  to  more  than  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds,  which,  by  sinking  a  part  annually,  is  now  reduced  to 
about  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  thousand.  That  a  great  part  of 
the  bills  now  current  are  subserving  the  purposes  of  commerce,  in  the 
Colonics  of  New-Jersey  and  Maryland,  being  received  by  them  from  a 
full  solidity  of  the  funds  upon  which  they  are  established.  That  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  last  mentioned  Colony  must  hare  been  great- 
ly distressed,  without  their  having  had,  for  some  years  past,  no  suffi- 
cient medium  of  trade  of  her  own.  That  before  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy.threc,  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  current 
are  directed  to  bo  sunk  and  destroyed,  by  the  laws  which  emitted 
them.  And,  with  the  greatest  concern  and  uneasiness  we  assert  it,  we 
have  reason  to  fear  our  commerce  with  our  mother  country  will  lan- 
guish and  expire  with  them. 

That  the  funds  for  calling  in  and  sinking  these  Bills  of  Credit,  have 
ever  been  formed  on  the  best  security;  the  real  and  personal  estates  of 
all  the  people  in  the  Province  being  subject  to  a  tax  for  the  sinking  of 
them.  The  quantity  emitted,  from  time  to  time,  has  ever  been  so  mode- 
rate as  to  be  scarcely  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  of  trade  and  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  even  when  aided  by  large  importations  of 
foreign  gold  and  silver.  The  merchants  of  Great  Britain  have  never 
been  injured  by  their  emission,  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  been  greatly 
benefited  and  enriched,  as  it  enabled  our  merchants  to  enlarge  their  im. 
portatioMS,  and  to  pay  their  debts  with  honour  and  punctuality,  until 
their  late  distress,  occasioned  by  the  restrictions  of  their  foreign  trade, 
remitting  our  gold  and  silver  to  England,  and  the  present  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit.  That  the  unhappy  effects  of  this 
diminution  of  our  paper  currency  are,  already,  most  sensibly  felt;  the 
price  of  all  kinds  of  labour  is  lessened;  the  numbers  of  our  poor  are 
increased ;  the  value  of  our  estates  greatly  sunk ;  our  trade  and  im- 
portation from  Britain  evidently  decreased  ;  the  further  settlement  of 
the  Province  is  obstructed,  and  the  people  reduced  to  the  greatest 
distress. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioners,  deeply  affected  with  a  view  of  the  pre. 
sent  and  impending  calamities  which  threaten  His  Majesty's  most 
faithful  subjects,  the  good  people  of  the  Province,  most  ardently  en- 
treat your  honourable  House,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  sub- 
ject of  their  aggrievances  into  your  serious  and  candid  consideration, 
and  grant  them  that  relief  which  must  arise  from  a  repeal  of  the  said 
statute,  and  the  liberty  thereby  afforded  the  Legislatures  of  this  Pro. 
vince,  of  emitting  Bills  of  Credit  as  lawful  tender,  in  all  our  Colony 
debts,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  purposes  of  commerce,  the  settlement 
of  the  Colony,  and  the  necessities  of  the  Government  shall  reasonably 
require. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  House,  JosEfH  Fox,  Speaker, 

January  14,  1766. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Journals : 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 

To  the  Honourable  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  of  Great  Bri. 

TAIN,  171  Parliament  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Province  of 

Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met,  humbly  showeth  ; 

That  your  petitioners,  taking  into  their  serious  consideration  the  act 

of  Parliament  imposing  duties  on  His  Majesty's  American  subjects,  for 


payment  of  twenty-six  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the 
use  of  his  Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  by 
order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease 
and  Caldwell,  for  eighty-eight  pounds,  four  shillings  and 
six  pence,  in  his  favour,  being  the  amount  of  said  Fire- 
locks. 

Agreeable  to  a  recommendation  of  Congress,  this  Board 
discharged  David  Forstcr  from  his  confinement,  he  being 
a  person  confined  with  otiiers  taken  with  Capt.  Campbell, 

the  purpose  of  raising  a  Revenue,  and  conceiving  that  the  said  act  is 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  their  constituents,  .is  well  as  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  British  dominions,  bog  leave,  in  the  most  respectful 
manner,  to  represent  those  aggrievances  to  the  Commons  o{  Great 
Britain,  who,  they  trust,  ever  will  be  the  faithful  guardians  and  sup- 
porters of  British  liberty. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  last  century,  our  ancestors,  under  permission 
of  the  Crown,  removed  from  their  mother  country  and  settled  in  this 
distant  land,  then  a  wilderness.  The  motives  to  an  enterprise  so  ardu- 
ous, expensive,  and  hazardous,  were  not  only  to  enlarge  the  British 
empire,  and  extend  its  commerce,  but  to  enjoy  that  perfect  security  of 
liberty  to  which  they  were  entitled,  as  British  subjects,  in  their  native 
land.  And,  notwithstanding  innumerable  dangers  and  difficulties, 
they  have  peopled  and  improved  the  country  into  an  extensive  Colony, 
without  the  least  expense  to  the  mother  state,  whereby  the  British 
empire  has  been  considerably  enlarged,  its  commerce  extended,  and  its 
wealth  and  power  greatly  increased.  In  this  removal  from  their  native 
country,  the  effects  whereof  have  so  manifestly  promoted  the  interest 
and  dignity  of  the  British  Government,  your  petitioners  conceive  they 
brought  over  with  them  the  natural  and  constitutional  rights  of  Eng- 
lish subjects,  which  have  descended  to,  and  are  now  vested  in  their  pos- 
terity, who  have,  by  no  act  whatever,  forfeited  or  surrendered  them :  one 
of  which  is,  that  no  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  can  be  legally 
imposed  on  them  but  by  representatives  chosen  by  themselves ;  a  right 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  security  of  their  property  and  estates,  and 
derived  to  them  under  the  ancient  principles  of  the  English  Government, 
and  which  has  ever  been  esteemed  the  chief  pillar  and  support  of  all  the 
other  privileges,  inasmuch  as  they  apprehend  they  can,  with  no  pro- 
priety, be  said  to  enjoy  more  than  the  mere  shadow  of  liberty,  while 
others  exercise  a  power,  whenever  they  please,  to  take  such  parts  and 
proportions  of  their  property  from  them  as  they  think  proper,  without 
their  consent.  In  confirmation  of  this  right,  a  legislative  authority, 
founded  on  this  first  and  important  principle  of  English  liberty,  so 
essential  to  the  happiness  of  the  subjects,  was  early  established  in  this 
Province,  under  the  approbation  of  the  Crown.  This  Legislature  was 
vested  with  full  power  not  only  to  support  the  internal  Government  of 
the  Province,  but  of  giving  and  granting  to  their  Sovereign  the  neces. 
sary  aids,  whenever  required,  for  the  general  security  of  His  Majesty's 
dominions.  To  this  Legislature  requisitions  have  been  always  made 
for  that  purpose,  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Government, 
particularly  in  the  times  of  King  William,  Queen  Anne,  his  late  most 
excellent  Majesty,  and  our  present  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  with 
the  utmost  cheerfulness  and  liberality  complied  with ;  a  part  of  which 
has  been,  repeatedly,  reimbursed  by  the  British  Parliament. 

Under  this  right,  established  on  the  principles  of  English  liberty,  on 
the  settled  form  of  their  own  Government,  and  the  uninterrupted  usage 
and  custom  so  often  recognised  and  confirmed  by  the  Sovereigns  of 
the  mother  state,  and  even  by  the  Parliament  itself,  the  good  people 
of  this  Province  have  settled,  and  esteemed  themselves  happy,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  that  security  of  property  which  they  conceive  to  be  most 
essential  to  freedom,  (and  without  which  their  other  privileges  can  never 
be  long  supported  or  maintained,)  until  the  late  act  of  Parliament  im. 
posing  a  Stamp  duty  on  the  Colonies,  which  the  late  honourable  House 
of  Commons,  united  with  the  other  branches  of  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, has  been  pleased  to  repeal. 

That  your  petitioners,  ai\er  the  repeal  of  that  act,  flattered  them- 
selves that  His  Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects  in  this  Province,  yet 
labouring  under  a  heavy  load  of  debt,  occasioned  by  their  excess  in 
granting  of  aids  to  the  Crown,  in  the  last  war,  would,  in  future,  be  left 
in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  this  most  valuable  and  important  right, 
which  their  Legislatures  have  exercised  so  perfectly  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Bn7JsA  Government,  and  general  benefit  of  His  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. It,  therefore,  gave  them  uiexpressible  concern  to  observe  another 
act  pMssed,  in  a  late  session  of  the  last  Parliament,  imposing  duties  on 
His  Majesty's  American  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  redu- 
cing them  to  the  same  unhappy  condition  from  which,  by  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  British  Legislature,  they  had  been  so  lately  relieved  ; 
for,  wo  beg  leave  to  represent,  that,  should  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  continue  to  exercise  a  power  of  imposing  taxes  on  His  Majes- 
ty's subjects  who  are  not,  nor  can  be,  represented  in  your  august  House, 
their  property  and  estates  must  become  extremely  precarious,  as  they 
can  have  no  power  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  those  taxes;  no  consti- 
tutional check  on  the  liberality  in  granting  them;  no  opportunity  of 
pointing  out  the  easiest  mode  of  imposing  and  levying  them,  or  of 
explaining  their  grievance,  when  they  conceive  themselves  injured  or 
oppressed,  without  which  it  appears  to  your  petitioners  impossible  for 
the  most  wise  and  just  Legislature  to  impose  taxes  with  propriety  and 
equity,  or  with  safety  to  the  people  who  are  to  be  affected  by  them. 

Your  petitioners,  confiding  in  the  justice  of  your  honourable  House, 
and  your  attachment  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  entreat  that  you  would 
bo  pleased  to  take  the  rights  of  His  Majesty's  faithful  American  sub- 
jects, together  with  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  under  your  considera- 
tion, and  grant  them,  so  far  as  is  in  your  power,  relief  from  an  aggriev- 
ance  from  which  the  people  of  Greo<  jBritnin  are  exempted,  a  continu. 
ation  whereof,  wo  fear,  will  create  a  distinction  that  must  naturally 
occasion  a  disunion  of  interest,  sentiments,  and  affections,  between 
them,  which,  in  its  consequence,  may  be  attended  with  groat  inconve- 
niences and  mischiefs  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  His  Majesty's 
British,  as  well  as  American  dominions. 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  House,  Joseph  Galloway,  Speaker, 

PniLADELPHiA,  September  22,  1768. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Journals  : 

Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 
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Resolved,  That  Messrs.  David  Ritlenhouie,  Andrew 
Doz,  Thomas  Culhbert,  Daniel  Jay,  and  Benjamin  Uar- 
bison,oT  a  majority  of  lliem, be  appoiiiteil,  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  contract  which  this  Committee  have  entered 
into  with  Morgan  Bustead,  for  casting  Cannon  ;  and  they 
are,  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of 
Workmen,  and  to  provide  every  material  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

Ail  Orders  from  said  Board,  on  our  Committee,  of  ac- 
counts for  the  above  purposes,  shall  be  duly  paid. 

It  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Cannon  Committee,  appointed  from 
this  Board  heretofore,  be  desired  to  aid  and  assist  the  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen,  as  much  as  they  conveniently  can, 
and  to  explain  to  them  the  nature  of  the  contract,  the  kind 
of  Cannon  which  are  wanted,  and  of  the  plan  this  Commit- 
tee had  in  view  for  prosecuting  the  said  Works. 

Saturday,  January  20,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  JVivTon,  Daniel Roberdeau,  OwenBiddle,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Clymer,  Robert 
White,  Anthony  Wayne,  James  Mease,  James  Riddle. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  reports  his  having  deliver- 
ed to  Captain  Falconer,  on  account  of  Congress,  five  hun- 
dred pounds  Musket  Ball,  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  Lead. 
That  he  received  from  Doctor  Potts,  of  Reading,  twenty 
Provincial  Muskets,  and  one  Wall-Piece. 

The  honourable  the  Congress,  sent  the  following  Re- 
solve to  this  Board,  to  be  carried  into  execution: 

"In  Congress,  January  17,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Battalions 
of  Pennsylvariia,  be  supplied  with  money  for  the  Recruit- 
ing Service,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  ofPennsylvatiia, 
and  disburse  the  same  to  the  several  Recruiting  Officers. 
The  Colonels,  and  other  officers,  to  be  accountable  for 
what  they  shall  receive ;  and  all  arrears  they  may  fall  into 
to  be  stopped  from  their  pay." 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

"  Charles  Thomson." 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Alease  and  Caldwell  be  appoint- 
ed to  see  the  above  Resolve  of  Congress  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  and  that  the  following  Order  from  Congress,  on 
their  Paymaster,  be  delivered  them  : 

"  Philadelphia,  January  20,  1776. 
*  "  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  pay  to  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty of  Pennsylvania,  fifteen  thousand  Dollars,  for  the  use  of 
the  Battalions  in  Pennsylvania;  the  said  Committee  to 
account  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  To  Michael  Hillegas  and  George  Clymer,  Esqrs.,  Trea- 
surers." 

The  above  Order  was  this  day  delivered  to  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldtvell,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Wayne,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well, in  his  favour,  for  one  thousand  pounds,  being  for  the 
use  of  his  Battalion,  to  be  raised  in  the  Continental  ser- 
TJce. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Dorsey,  for  the  payment 
of  ten  Firelocks  by  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  thirty-seven 
pounds,  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  being  for  the  use  of 
his  Company,  in  Colonel  BulPs  Battalion. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Lultar,  for  the  paymeiit 
of  eleven  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his 
Company,  in  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion,  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  for  thirty-four 
pounds,  six  shillings  and  three  pence. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Arthur  St.  Clair,  by  order 
of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and 
Caldwell,  in  his  favour,  for  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the 
use  of  his  Battalion,  to  be  raised  in  the  service  of  the 
Colonies. 

Upon  application  of  Lieutenant-Colonel /oscpA  Penrose, 


for  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Magau's  Bat- 
talion, by  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  for  one  thousand  pounds,  for 
the  use  of  said  Battalion. 

Agreeable  to  the  desire  of  the  Committee  of  Congress, 
this  Board  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  six  gentlemen,  to 
be  recommended  to  Congress  as  proper  persons  to  be  ap- 
pointed Ensigns  to  Colonel  Bull's  Battalion  ;  when  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  agreed  on :  1.  Nicholas  Scull,  2.  Jo- 
seph  Grunway.  3.  John  Irvine,  4.  John  Bryce,  5.  Benja- 
min  Rice,  6.  Major  Walbron. 

Resolved,  That  the  number  of  the  Artillery-Men,  in  the 
service  of  this  Province,  be  augmented  to  one  hundred  men, 
including  non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  Commissioned  Officers  appointed  thereto. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  John  Shee,  for  a  sum  of 
money  for  the  use  ef  his  Battalion,  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  his  favour,  for  one  thou- 
sand pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Mease,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  James  Bid- 
die,  and  Mr.  Wharton,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  and  Observation  oi Bucks  County,  on 
Monday  next.  

Monday,  January  22,  177C. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel 
Howell,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John  Cad- 
wallader,  John  Nixon. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Harmar,  for  the  payment 
of  nine  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his 
Company,  in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's,  an  Order 
was  drawn  in  his  favour,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldxoell, 
for  thirty-one  pounds,  four  shillings  and  six  pence. 

Mr.  Ross,  Mustermasler,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this 
Board,  made  a  Return  of  the  men  employed  on  board  the 
Armed  Boats,  which  is  as  follows,  viz :  Men  in  pay,  four 
hundred  and  ten  ;  of  whom  are  sick,  twenty-five ;  of  whom 
in  Jail,  one. 

Ao-reeable  to  a  recommendation  of  Congress,  this  Board 
discharged  the  three  following  persons  from  confinement, 
who  were  committed  to  Jail  by  order  of  Congress,  viz : 
Daniel  Calahan,  George  Conway,  John  Reynolds. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Arthur  St.  Clair,  for  a  sum 
of  money  for  the  use  of  his  Battalion,  to  be  raised  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  order  of  the  Board,  an 
Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour,  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well, for  one  thousand  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Morris,  of  this  Board,  Mr. 
Rittenhouse,  Mr.  McNeal,  and  Captain  Joy,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  survey  the  Jersey  Shore,  from  Billings-port  to 
Newtown  Creek,  to  determine  what  Posts  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  fortify,  against  the  attempts  of  an  enemy  who  may 
endeavour  to  land ;  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
thereof,  and  to  report  to  this  Board  by  this  day  a  week. 

Tuesday,  January  23,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safely :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Cly- 
mer, John  Cadwallader,  Samuel  Howell,  George  Gray, 
Robert  White,  James  Mease,  Owen  Riddle. 

Whereas,  many  Officers  of  the  Association  have  pur- 
chased Arms,  at  their  own  expense,  for  the  use  of  such 
Associators  as  are  unable  to  supply  themselves,  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province : 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  are  willing  to  purchase 
all  Arms,  purchased  by  Officers  of  the  Association,  in  this 
city,  that  shall  be  approved  as  good  Arms  by  the  Commis- 
sary. And  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  in  the  several 
Counties,  are  requested  to  take  proper  steps  to  purchase 
all  Arms,  purchased  as  above  by  any  Officers  in  their  re- 
spective Counties,  and  draw  Orders  on  this  Board  for  the 
payment ;  and  the  said  Arms  shall  be  put,  or  remain,  in 
the  hands  of  such  Associators,  in  their  respective  Counties, 
as  are  unable  to  supply  themselves.  And  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  several  Battalions  shall  certify  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  each  Firelock  to  this  Committee,  and 
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be  accountable  for  the  delivery  of  such  Arms,  unless  lost 
in  actual  service,  whenever  they  shall  be  called  upon  by 
this  Committee  or  Assembly. 

Wednesday,  January  24,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety:  Present — 

John  Nixo7i,  Chairman,  Daniel  Rolerdeau,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  James  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  How- 
ell, George  Clymer,  George  Gray. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Davis,  for  the  payment  of 
five  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany, in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour,  on  Messrs.  Mease 
and  Caldivell,  for  sixteen  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and 
six  pence. 

The  Congress  having  sent  down  the  following  Resolve, 
this  Board  drew  up  a  Parole,  to  be  signed  by  Captain 
Campbell,  which  is  also  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  January  22,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safely  for  Pennsyl- 
vania be  directed  to  release  Captain  Duncan  Camybell 
from  close  confinement,  on  parole,  similar  to  that  taken  of 
other  Officers  who  are  prisoners.  That  Captain  Duncan 
Campbell  have  leave  to  reside  at  Lancaster. 

"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"  I,  Duncan  Campbell,  Capiain  in  the  Regiment  of  Royal 
Highland  Emigrants,  now  a  prisoner  in  the  United  Colo- 
nies, being  enlarged  from  confinement,  do  hereby  promise, 
upon  the  honour  of  a  gentleman,  to  go  to  Lancaster,  in 
this  Province ;  after  which,  I  will  not  go  to,  or  near,  any 
seaport  town,  nor  farther  than  six  miles  from  my  place  of 
residence,  without  leave  from  the  Continental  Congress. 
That  I  will  carry  on  no  political  correspondence,  whatever, 
on  the  subject  of  the  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
these  Colonies,  so  long  as  I  remain  a  prisoner. 

"  Duncan  Campbell." 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Willis,  for  the  payment  of 
two  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany, in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well, for  five  pounds  ten  shillings,  being  the  amount  of  said 
Firelocks. 

Resolved,  That  Leonard  Snoivdon  be  discharged  from 
his  confinement,  on  his  paying  the  Jail  fees,  from  the  I6th 
instant. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven  have  liberty  of 
drawing  on  John  Nixon,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  being  towards 
Firelocks  to  be  made  by  Mr.  Prahl. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Harmar,  for  the  payment 
of  five  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany, in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well, in  his  favour,  for  eighteen  pounds,  twelve  shillings 
and  six  pence. 

Thursday,  January  25, 1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

Samuel  Howell,  Chairman,  James  Mease,  Owen  Bid- 
die,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer,  John  Nijcon,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  favour  of  Captain  Jenkins,  for 
twenty-seven  pounds,  six  shillings  and  six  pence,  being 
for  Bayonets,  repairing  Firelocks,  &c.,  for  his  Company, 
in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  having  resolved  to  increase 
the  number  of  men  in  the  pay  of,  and  for  the  defence  of 
this  Province,  Captain  Proctor  is  hereby  directed  to  inlist 
seventy  Volunteers,  who  are  to  be  instructed  principally  in 
the  use  and  management  of  Artillery,  but  to  be  embodied 
in  such  manner,  and  employed,  occasionally,  upon  such  ser- 
vice, as  may  be  hereafter  determined  by  the  said  Commit- 
tee. 

It  being  highly  expedient  in  the  present  exigency  of  our 
affairs  to  employ  a  number  of  Powder-Mills,  in  order  to 


work  up  into  Gunpowder  the  different  materials  that  may 
be  imported  from  foreign  countries,  or  be  procured  at  home 
by  the  publick  encouragement  lately  offered. 

Resolved,  That  Major  iJayart/,  Captain  Cowperthwaite, 
Christopher  Ludwig,  George  Schlosser,  and  Joseph  Weth- 
erel,  be  desired  to  consider  of  proper  places  to  erect  suit- 
able Works  for  the  purpose,  or  to  engage  with  owners  of 
any  Mill,  or  Mills,  already  erected  for  other  purposes,  to 
convert  them  to  the  making  of  Gunpowder,  and  to  make 
report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  Board. 

Friday,  January  26,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  George  Clymer, 
John  Cadwallader,  Joseph  Reed,  Samuel  Wharton,  Jun., 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Upon  a[)plication  of  Captain  Francis  Wade,  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  in  his  favour. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Williams,  for  the  payment 
of  eighteen  Firelocks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  his 
Company,  in  the  Battalion  late  Colonel  Bull's,  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  his  favour, 
for  sixty-five  pounds,  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 

Colin  Hamilton,  a  person  taken  with  Captain  Campbell, 
and  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  was,  by  order  of  the 
Board,  discharged  from  his  confinment. 

The  following  is  the  form  of  an  Inlistment  to  be  signed 
by  the  Volunteers,  to  be  inlisted  by  Captain  Proctor,  viz : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  voluntarily 
agree  to  enter  in  the  service  of  the  Province  of  JPen/wy/ca- 
nia,  to  be  instructed  in  the  use  and  management  of  Artil- 
lery, commanded  by  such  officers  as  now  are,  or  may  be 
hereafter,  appointed  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  or 
Committee  of  Safety;  and  to  be  occasionally  employed  in 
such  military  duty  and  service  in  this,  or  the  adjacent  Pro- 
vinces, or  the  river  Delaivare,  as  the  defence  of  this  Pro- 
vince may  hereafter  require;  and  for  which  they  shall  re- 
ceive the  orders  of  either  of  the  above  Boards. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  received  the  follow- 
ing articles  into  store,  viz : 

9cwt.  3  qrs.  24  lbs.  of  Brass  received  from  Amos  Strettle; 
88  pounds  Saltpetre,  received  from  Messrs.  Biddle,  Rilten- 
house,  and  De  Haven ;  1  bales  and  30  pieces  of  Sail  Cloth, 
1  bale  of  Red  Flannel,  and  22  pigs  of  Lead,  received  from 
Thomas  Lawrence,  vendue  master;  1  barrel,  21  quarter 
barrels,  19  eighth  barrels,  weight  862J  lbs..  Gunpowder, 
received  hom-Matiheiv  Aspden,  on  account  of  Congress. 
That  he  has  delivered  100  pounds  Brass  to  Samuel  Par- 
Jeer. 

Upon  application  of  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  for  permis- 
sion to  export  the  produce  of  these  Colonies  to  the  amount 
of  a  quantity  of  Powder  imported  by  him,  the  following 
Certificate  was  granted,  viz : 

These  may  certify,  that  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  has  per- 
mission to  export  in  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  to  the 
amount  of  two  thousand  and  sixty-five  pounds,  sixteen 
shillings  and  seven  pence,  which  sum  is  the  amount  of 
Gunpowder  imported  by  him,  and  sold  to  this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 

Saturday,  January  27,  1776. 

In  Committee  of  Safety  :  Present — 

John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George 
Clymer,  Samuel  Miles,  Joseph  Reed,  Owen  Biddle,  Tho- 
mas Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun., 
John  Cadwallader. 

Doctor  Smith  brought  to  this  City,  and  confined  by  order 
of  Congress,  as  a  person  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica, was  this  day  brought  before  the  Board,  and  being 
examined,  and  found,  from  his  own  confession,  to  have 
acted  an  unfriendly  part  in  the  present  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  was  remanded  to  Jail, 
there  to  remain  till  the  further  orders  of  this  Board,  or  the 
Congress. 
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TO  THE  PUBLICK. 

Massachusetts,  January  1,  1776. 
There  are  two  or  three  questions,  which  I  pray  the  pub- 
lick  would  give  their  attention  unto,  viz :  In  what  sense  it 
must  be  taken,  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong?  What  is 
rebellion  in  a  State  ?  And  whether,  all  things  considered, 
it  is  not  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
America,  immediately,  to  form  themselves  into  an  inde- 
pendent Constitution,  or  a  Republick  State? 

As  to  the  first  of  these  questions,  it  has  been  answered 
by  some  to  this  effect,  viz :  That  the  King  does  nothing, 
as  King,  but  by  his  Ministers,  and,  therefore,  whatever 
wrong  is  done  by  the  Administration  of  the  King,  must  be 
attributed  to  his  Ministers,  not  to  him.  But,  according  to 
this,  what  does  the  King  do,  as  King  ?  Why,  nothing, 
neither  right  nor  wrong.  And  what  is  the  King,  but  an 
absolute  nothing?  But  are  there  not  some  Royal  acts, 
which  are  not  properly  Ministerial?  What  are  the  Royal 
Charters  to  the  American  Colonies,  but  such  acts,  seeing 
they  contain  the  sacred  compact  between  the  King  and 
them,  by  virtue  of  which  he  is  their  King,  and  they  his 
subjects ;  and,  also,  the  King's  oath  to  protect  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englishmen, 
and  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  obey  him  as  King?  What 
was  the  present  King's  coronation  oath,  to  maintain  the 
Sritish  Constitution  of  Government  and  the  Protestant 
religion  inviolate  in  his  empire,  but  another  such  act  ?  And 
what  is  the  King's  assent  to  acts  of  Parliament,  but  a 
Royal  act,  not  Ministerial  ?  And  what  if  the  King  should 
give  his  Royal  assent  to  an  act  of  Parliament  to  establish 
the  French  laws  and  the  Popish  religion  in  (a  part  of)  his 
empire,  would  he  not  violate  his  coronation  oath  ?  And 
would  not  this  be  doing  wrong?  Or,  what  if  he  should 
give  his  Royal  assent  to  an  act  to  raise  a  revenue  on  the 
Colonies  without  their  consent ;  to  an  act  claiming  supreme 
authority  over  the  Colonies,  to  make  laws  binding  on  them, 
in  all  cases  whatsoever;  to  an  act  to  send  ships-of-war  to 
block  up  our  harbours,  restrain  our  trade,  put  a  stop  to 
our  fishery,  and  destroy  our  seaport  towns;  and  armed 
men,  by  fire  and  sword,  to  carry  into  execution  a  number 
of  acts  of  Parliament,  contrived  and  framed  to  deprive  the 
Colonies  of  their  essential  and  constitutional  rights  and 
liberty  ?  Would  he  not  break  his  compact  with,  and  vio- 
late his  Royal  faith  to,  the  Colonists?  And  would  not  this 
be  doing  wrong  ?  But,  if  it  be  granted  (as  to  Adminis- 
tration) that  the  King  does  nothing,  but  by  his  servants  or 
Ministers,  how  does  such  a  distinction  between  the  King 
and  his  Ministers,  follow  from  thence,  as  to  infer  that,  if 
there  is  any  wrong  done,  it  must  not  be  attributed  to  the 
King,  but  to  his  Ministers  only  ?  In  ancient  times,  some 
were  called  good  Kings,  because  they  reigned  well,  did 
that  which  was  right,  ruled  in  righteousness.  Otiiers  were 
called  wicked  Kings,  because  they  did  not  do  the  thing 
that  was  right,  did  evil,  made  their  people  sin,  cruelly  op- 
pressed their  subjects  ;  but  now,  it  seems.  Kings  are  neither 
good  nor  wicked,  neither  reign  well  nor  ill,  neither  do 
what  is  right  nor  what  is  wrong — because  they  do  all  by 
their  Ministers!  And  why  have  we  ascribed  blame  to 
Kings  of  the  Stiiart  race,  and  pronounced  some  others  of 
blessed  memory  ? 

But  the  proposition  supposes  that  Kings  do  something, 
and  what  they  do,  they  do  by  their  Ministers  ;  then,  it  must 
follow  that,  whatever  they  do  by  their  Ministers,  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  them  as  their  doing.  And,  if  Kings  do  nothing 
but  by  their  Ministers,  then  Ministers  do  nothing,  as  Min- 
isters, but  the  Royal  pleasure  ;  therefore,  if  Ministers,  as 
Ministers,  do  wrong,  the  King  does  wrong,  because  he  acts 
by  them,  and  they  do  his  pleasure  in  doing  wrong.  The 
King  chooses  his  own  Ministers,  and  they  do  all  his  plea- 
sure ;  and,  by  the  character  of  the  men  he  chooses,  and 
by  the  measures  pursued  in  their  administration,  we  are  to 
judge  and  determine  whether  he  is  a  good  King  or  a  wicked 
King.  If  he  chooses  none  but  friends  to  the  British  Con- 
stitution of  Government  and  Protestant  religion,  men  of  wis- 
dom and  integrity ;  and,  if  all  the  measures  they  pursue  in 
their  administration  tend  to  protect  the  people  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  laws,  rights,  and  liberty;  to  discountenance 
vice;  to  encourage  learning,  virtue,  and  industry  :  to  main- 
tain the  Protestant  religion ;  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
empire,  and  diffuse  happiness  to  every  part  of  it ;  such  a 


one  is  a  good  King,  he  rules  in  righteousness.  But,  if  be 
chooses  such  men,  only,  as  are  enemies  to  the  British 
Constitution  and  laws,  (and  the  Protestant  religion,)  and 
the  measures  they  pursue  in  their  administration  tend  to 
deprive  the  people  of  their  constitutional  rights  and  liber- 
ty ;  to  make  the  King  an  absolute  despot ;  to  involve  the 
empire  in  confusion,  contention,  civil  war,  and  bloodshed ; 
to  plunge  the  nation  in  debt ;  to  protect  murderers ;  to  en- 
courage vice  and  Popery,  and  discourage  learning,  virtue, 
and  industry ;  such  a  one  is  a  wicked  King.  He  does 
wrong  with  a  high  hand,  even  though  he  does  all  by  bis 
Ministers. 

But  will  it  not  be  a  more  just  answer  to  the  question,  lo 
say,  that  the  King,  by  the  Constitution,  is  a  nursing  father 
to  the  people,  a  protector  of  their  persons,  their  rights, 
their  properties,  and  privileges  ?  Therefore,  he  cannot,  as 
King,  do  his  subjects  wrong ;  he  has  no  constitutional  au- 
thority to  wrong  any  of  them.  As  charity  worketh  no  ill, 
it  cannot  do  it ;  if  is  inconsistent  with  its  nature.  That  is 
not  charity  which  worketh  ill  or  doeth  wrong  ;  so  it  is  in- 
consistent with  the  constitutional  authority  or  nature  of  the 
King  to  do  wrong ;  it  is  not  the  constitutional  King  that 
does  wrong — that  robs  the  people  of  their  rights — that  de- 
stroys their  liberty  and  property,  and  seeks  to  make  them 
absolute  slaves.  No  1  No !  Such  a  one  is  a  tyrant,  a  cha- 
racter diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  a  constitutional 
King.  The  tyrant  always  does  wrong,  by  every  act  of  his 
tyranny,  whether  performed  by  himself  immediately,  or 
by  his  Ministers ;  and  he  may  as  really  be  a  tyrant  when 
he  does  all  by  his  Ministers,  as  when  he  makes  no  use  of 
them.  This  answer  is  the  sense  of  the  grand  Congress, 
in  the  following  pertinent  and  comprehensive  expressions, 
as  I  take  it,  viz :  "  We  view  him  (i.  e.  the  King)  as  tho 
Constitution  represents  him ;  that  tells  us,  he  can  do  no 
wrong.  The  cruel  and  illegal  attacks  which  we  oppose, 
have  no  foundation  in  the  Royal  authority." 

As  to  the  second  question,  What  is  rebellion  in  a  State  ? 
Since  it  is  asserted,  by  persons  of  the  most  extensive 
knowledge,  "  that  rebellion  is  a  term  undefined  and  un- 
known in  the  law,"  I  shall  only  attempt  to  give  that  idea 
of  it  which  I  have  conceived  by  my  own  private  reflections 
upon  the  nature  of  things.  The  being  of  a  State  or  King- 
dom, as  a  body  politick,  is  founded  in  the  Constitution  of 
that  State  or  Kingdom.  By  the  Constitution,  all  the  con- 
stituent parts  of  the  body  politick  are  bound,  in  their  seve- 
ral spheres,  like  the  head  and  members  of  the  human  body, 
to  seek  the  good  of  the  whole  ;  and,  when  this  is  the  case 
with  King  and  subjects,  ruler  and  ruled,  magistrates  and 
people,  the  body  politick  enjoys  a  well-being,  like  a  human 
body  in  a  state  of  health.  To  rebel,  literally  signifies  lo 
make  or  levy  war ;  and,  properly,  it  signifies,  that  some  of 
the  constituent  parts  of  the  body  politick  are  becoming 
inimical  to  the  Constitution,  and  levy  war  against  the  well- 
being  of  the  State.  Like  sickness  in  a  human  body,  which 
assaults  the  constitution,  to  destroy  the  well-being  of  the 
body.  If  any  number  of  the  people  oppose  the  constitu- 
tional laws  of  the  State,  and  levy  war  against  the  constitu- 
tional authority  of  the  King  or  magistrate,  they  declare 
themselves  to  be  enemies  to  the  well-being  of  the  State, 
and  are  guilty  of  rebellion.  So,  likewise,  if  the  King  or 
magistrate  degenerates  into  a  tyrant,  robs  the  people  of 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  levies  war  against  them,  or 
any  part  of  them,  he  declares  himself  to  be  an  enemy  to 
the  well-being  of  the  State,  and  is  guilty  of  raising  rebel- 
lion, tending  to  destroy,  not  only  the  well-being,  but  es- 
sential being  of  the  State,  as  much  as  when  a  gangrene 
seizes  any  important  member  of  the  human  body,  it 
threatens  the  destruction  of  the  whole  body,  if  the  infected 
member  be  not  immediately  amputated.  And,  in  case  of 
such  a  rebellion,  the  people  are  bound,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  take  up  arms,  in  defence  of  the  State,  against  the 
rebels,  and  cut  them  off,  and  not  to  spare  the  crowned 
head,  when  found  heading  a  rebellion  against  the  Constitu- 
tion, for  lie  is  an  intestine  enemy  to  the  State.  Will  any 
say,  did  not  David  spare  King  Saul,  his  enemy,  when  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  have  cut  off  his  head,  and  contented 
himself  with  acting  only  on  the  defensive.  Let  such  re- 
member, that  the  reason  David  gives  for  it  is,  because 
Saul  was  the  Lord's  anointed.  But  Protestants  allow  no 
King,  now  on  earth,  to  be  the  Lord's  anointed ;  and  we 
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ought  to  cut  off  a  crowned  bead  as  soon  as  any  other, 
when  it  becomes  tyrannical,  and  raises  rebellion  in  the 
State,  tending  to  destroy  its  well-being. 

As  to  the  third  question,  Whether,  all  things  considered, 
it  is  not  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  America,  immediately  to  form  themselves  into  an  inde- 
pendent Constitution,  or  a  Repubiick  Stale?  1  must  pray 
those  men  of  Issachar,  the  Members  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  that  they  have  understanding  of  the 
times,  to  know  what  these  Colonies  ought  to  do  ;  to  consider 
whether  the  present  time  is  not  the  proper  nick  of  time 
for  it ;  whether  the  concurring  circumstances  in  Divine 
Providence  do  not  make  it  a  present  duty  for  laying  a  foun- 
dation of  the  well-being  of  the  Colonies  for  many  genera- 
tions? Many  things  must  be  considered,  in  order  to  come 
to  a  determination ;  particularly,  whether  these  Colonies 
are  not  broken  off  from  the  British  empire,  by  the  imperi- 
ous, tyrannical,  and  usurping  claim  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, with  the  Royal  assent  to  it,  of  supreme  authority 
over  the  Colonies,  to  make  laws  binding  on  them,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever ;  and  by  the  grievous  laws,  and  illegal 
attacks  made,  and  cruel  exertions  put  forth,  in  consequence 
of  said  claim,  which  stab,  to  the  very  heart,  the  sacred  com- 
pacts between  the  King  and  the  Colonies,  in  which  their 
allegiance  to  the  King,  and  union  to  the  empire  are  founded  ? 
It  must  also  be  considered,  whether,  whilst  the  United  Co- 
lonics have  been  crying  and  praying  to  the  King,  as  chil- 
dren to  a  father,  for  redress  of  grievances,  asking  only 
for  children's  bread,  the  stipulated  rights  and  privileges 
of  Englishmen,  they  have  not  had  in  return  a  stone,  a 
serpent,  and  a  scorpion — their  petitions  refused,  themselves 
declared  rebels — armed  ships  and  troops  sent  to  kill,  de- 
stroy, lay  waste,  and  spread  desolation,  by  fire  and  sword, 
from  one  end  of  the  Colonies  to  the  other  ?  It  must  also 
be  considered,  whether,  there  are  not  grounds  to  conclude 
that  the  King  is  obstinately  set  and  resolute,  and  the  Par- 
liament determined  to  pour  in  troops  in  battle  array  against 
the  Colonies  next  Spring,  twenty,  thirty,  or  fifty  thousand, 
or  as  many  as  they  can  procure,  o{  Russians,  Hanoverians, 
and  Irish  Catholicks,  which,  if  they  do,  will  be  followed 
with  much  bloodshed,  for  we  will  be  free,  or  die  ?  Whether 
we  ought  not  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  human  blood  as 
much  as  may  be?  And,  if  we  should  now  enter  into  a 
Repubiick  State,  and  declare  our  ports  open  for  a  free  trade 
with  every  nation  but  that  which  is  at  war  with  us,  whether 
the  other  nations  will  not,  especially,  such  as  suffer  by  the 
operation  of  these  grievous  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
cheerfully  enter  into  an  alliance  with  us,  for  the  sake  of 
enjoying  our  trade,  which  shall  put  an  effectual  stop  to  the 
hostile  proceedings  of  the  British  Parliament  against  us  ? 
It  is  true,  there  are  some  movings  in  England;  the  City  of 
London  speaks  well  to  the  electors.  But,  what  if  they 
should  proceed  to  instruct  their  Representatives,  remon- 
strate, and  petition  for  a  repeal  of  all  the  grievous  acts, 
&,c.,  &ic.,  and  all  the  towns,  cities.  Sic,  in  England  should 
follow  their  example ;  it  must  be  considered  whether,  in 
this  case,  we  should  have  the  least  reason  to  expect  that 
the  Parliament,  or  the  King,  would  be  moved  to  do  any 
thing  to  the  purpose,  so  long  as  a  majority  of  the  Mem- 
bers are  under  the  thumb  of  the  Ministry,  by  virtue  of 
Ministerial  pensions  or  bribes?  Whether  the  Ministers  do 
not  know  that  they  will  be  immediately  impeached,  and 
their  heads  in  danger,  if  the  Parliament  should  redress  the 
American  grievances?  They  know,  by  experience,  that 
money  answers  all  things,  and  that  they  can  carry  what 
point  they  please  in  the  Parliament  by  the  force  of  it ;  and 
nothing  there  will  put  a  stop  to  their  measures  and  pro- 
ceedings, but  the  rousing  of  the  British  Lion — the  peo- 
ple's rising  and  betaking  themselves  to  arms;  this  would 
do  the  business !  It  must,  therefore,  be  considered, 
whether  we  have  any  reasonable  grounds  to  expect  such 
an  event  will  take  place  in  the  time  of  the  present  session 
of  Parliament  ?  and  though  the  rising  of  the  peoj)le  is  the 
only  probable  expedient  for  preventing  the  destruction  of 
the  Kingdom,  have  we  not  more  grounds  to  fear  that  the 
Ministry  will,  by  craft,  falsehoods,  and  the  force  of  money, 
keep  the  people  quiet  and  easy  till  the  Kingdom  is  de- 
stroyed, and  the  Colonies  too,  if  they  continue  to  wait  on 
them  ?  What  wait  ye  for?  Is  not  every  month's  delay  to 
look  to  ourselves,  and  to  enter  into  such  a  state  as  pro- 
posed, dangerous  ? 

FouKTH  Series. — Vol.  iv. 


But,  if  we  should  soon  have  intelligence  of  things  m 
England  taking  such  an  unexpected  turn,  as  to  set  on 
foot  a  negotiation  for  accommodating  matters  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  I  would,  in  that  case, 
earnestly  entreat  the  Colonies  to  take  heed,  and  beware  of 
every  plan  that  shall  be  proposed,  to  see  if  it  be  not  calcu- 
lated to  weaken  or  break  the  present  happy  union  of  the 
Colonies ;  or  to  preserve  alive,  some  way,  their  claim  of 
supreme  authority  over  the  Colonies ;  as  the  proposal 
would,  of  dissolving  the  Colony- States,  and  uniting  them 
all  in  one  state  with  Great  Britain,  with  liberty  to  send 
but  an  inconsiderable  number  of  Representatives  to  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  As  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment have  broken  us  off  from  the  British  empire — drawn 
the  sword  offensively,  and  shed  much  blood,  destroyed  our 
trade,  fishery,  and  a  number  of  our  seaport  towns,  and  put 
us  to  infinite  trouble  and  expense ;  it  is  hoped  these  Colo- 
nies have  wisdom  and  justice  enough,  for,  and  in  behalf  of 
themselves,  not  to  sit  down  satisfied  with  only  a  repeal  of 
the  grievous  acts,  but  insist  upon  reparation  of  the  damage 
they  have  done  us;  and  if  the  Colonies  should  ever  think 
fit  to  enter  into  compacts  again  with  the  King  of  England, 
to  become  his  subjects,  by  receiving  Royal  charters  from 
him,  that  they  will  take  care  to  have  the  right  of  choosing 
all  their  officers,  of  making  all  their  laws,  and  of  disposing 
of  all  their  own  property,  and  taxing  themselves  only,  with- 
out being  subject  to  the  control  of  any  State  or  Power  on 
earth,  whatsoever,  stipulated  to  them  in  the  most  express 
terms.  As  they  have  forced  us  to  draw  the  sword  of  de- 
fence, and  make  our  appeal  to  Heaven,  God  forbid  that 
we  should  sheath  it  again,  but  on  conditions  of  enjoying  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  men,  and  of  Englishmen,  free  and 
clear  of  any  control  of  the  British  Parliament. 

Johannes  in  Eremo. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  DARTMOUTH,  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE  FOR  AMERICA. 

Philadelphia,  January  1, 1776. 

My  Lord  :  You  are  the  Minister  of  the  American  De- 
partment. You  have  the  character  of  a  religious  man,  a 
rare  virtue  in  a  modern  statesman.  It  has  become  my  duty 
and  interest  to  address  you  on  the  present  circumstances 
of  affairs  in  America.  I  know  the  Americans  well ;  their 
strongest  and  ruling  passion  was  their  affection  to  their 
mother  country;  the  honour,  the  glory,  of  Great  Britain 
they  esteemed  as  their  greatest  happiness ;  a  large  portion 
of  the  same  affection  remains;  nothing  but  repeated  inju- 
ries and  injustice  could  have  lessened  it.  My  Lord,  from 
a  wanton  and  avaricious  exercise  of  power,  the  Ministry  of 
Great  Britain  have  heaped  injuries  on  the  heads  of  the 
Americans,  that  no  one  period  of  history  can  parallel. 

The  practice  of  the  Egyptians,  in  smothering  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Israelites  in  the  birth,  the  swords  of  Cortez  and 
Pizari'o,  who  slew  millions  of  innocent  Mexicans  and 
Peruvians,  the  dreadful  famine  brought  by  the  East-India 
Company  upon  the  poor  East-Indians,  must  all  be  brought 
into  one  scale,  to  serve  as  any  sort  of  balance  to  the  system 
of  desolation  that  you,  and  your  brother  Ministers,  are 
meditating,  and  daily  practising,  against  the  unhappy  peo- 
ple of  North- America. 

The  elements,  which  the  Providence  of  God  hath  given 
for  all  his  creatures,  you  have  the  presumption  to  deprive 
them  of.  Fire,  sword,  famine,  and  desolation,  show  the 
vicinity  of  your  fleets  and  armies;  children  and  servants 
are  animated  to  rise  and  slaughter  their  benefactors.  No 
species  of  cruelty,  which  the  wit  or  malice  of  man  or  devils 
could  devise,  but  are  practised  against  the  Americans. 

Do  you  believe  in  God,  my  Lord,  and  direct  these  things  ? 
Do  you  believe  that  God  made  America  as  well  as  Great 
Britain  7  If  you  do,  ponder,  consider  well,  what  answer 
you  will  give,  if  you  escape  punishment  in  this  world,  when 
you  come  to  be  questioned  before  the  Throne  of  God,  for 
the  destruction  you  have  made  of  His  creatures,  the  work 
of  His  hands,  to  whom  he  granted  life  and  liberty,  earth, 
air  and  water,  equally  as  to  yourself;  and  yet,  presumptu- 
ous man,  you  have  dared  to  counteract  His  providence ! 
Have  you  conscience,  my  Lord  ?  If  you  have,  I  would 
not,  for  the  empire  of  a  thousand  worlds,  be  Lord  Dart- 
mouth !  But,  my  Lord,  it  is  not  to  awaken  your  conscience 
only,  that  I  write  you  this  letter;  the  flame  of  civil  war,  by 
34 
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your  management,  hath  extended  far  and  wide  in  America; 
battles  have  been  fought,  numbers  have  been  slain,  and 
prisoners  taken  on  both  sides ;  the  Americans  have  in  their 
possession  ten  for  one,  and  among  them  many  men  of  rank, 
Frescott,  Preston,  Stafford,  and  others ;  they  are  all 
treated  with  tenderness  and  regard,  while  the  prisoners  you 
have  taken,  are  treated  with  severity,  carried  to  England 
in  irons,  there,  as  it  is  said,  to  be  tried,  and,  of  course,  con- 
demned and  executed,  or,  in  other  words,  under  form  of 
law,  murdered  ! 

My  Lord,  if  there  be  any  thing  on  earth,  or  in  Heaven, 
that  you  respect,  avoid  that  rock.  You  have  Colonel  Al- 
len, Captain  Marlindale,  and  some  other  prisoners ;  the 
hour  that  it  is  known  here  that  any  of  those  prisoners  are 
executed,  the  prisoners  here  will  be  sacrificed — nay,  more, 
every  English  and  Scotch  adherent ;  dread,  shun,  and  for- 
ever abandon  such  murderous  intentions.  The  cries  and 
vengeance  of  all  the  relations  of  those  whose  blood  shall  be 
shed  in  this  manner,  will  surround  you  ;  death  and  horror 
will  be  your  constant  companions,  and  the  torments  of  the 
damned,  even  on  earth,  will  await  you. 

My  Lord,  this  is  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows.  Take  in 
good  part  what  I  write.  It  is  truth,  and  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  Britain  and  America. 

An  English  American. 


PETITION  or  DOCTOR  BENJAMIN  CHURCH  TO  CONTINENTAL 
CONOHESS. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Members  of  Congress  in  Phila- 
delphia, Greeting: 

The  Petition  q/"  Benjamin  Church,  Jun. 

Mat  it  please  tour  Honours  : 

Whereas,  your  pelitioner  was  put  under  arrest,  in  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  27th  of  September  last,  by  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  where  he  was  confined,  a  close  pri- 
soner, till  the  16th  day  of  November;  and  your  petitioner 
having  inherited  from  Nature  a  feeble  constitution,  with  a 
particular  tendency  to  consumption,  from  which,  with  great 
difficulty,  he  escaped  with  life,  a  few  years  past,  and  has 
been  compelled  to  observe  the  greatest  caution  ever  since, 
respecting  his  diet,  air,  and  exercise ;  your  petitioner  being 
precluded,  by  his  severe  confinement,  from  that  attention 
necessary  to  his  preservation,  was  there  attacked  with  his 
constitutional  complaints :  a  straightness  of  the  chest,  in- 
cessant cough,  and  spitting  of  blood. 

On  the  16th  of  November  last,  may  it  please  your  Hon- 
ours, your  petitioner  was  removed,  by  order  of  your  Hon- 
ours, into  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  be  further  confined, 
and  was  committed,  by  command  of  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour,  and  the  honourable  Committee,  to  Norwich  Jail, 
in  a  close,  narrow,  dark,  and  noisome  cell ;  previous  to  his 
being  lodged  therein,  a  small  grate  (to  the  total  exclusion 
of  light  and  air)  was  nailed  up. 

Deplorable,  indeed,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  has 
been  the  event,  to  your  petitioner.  He  had  not  been  im- 
mured in  this  receptacle  of  misery  but  a  few  hours,  when, 
from  the  weak  state  of  his  lungs,  and  the  corrupt  and  stag- 
nant air  of  his  cell,  he  began  to  labour  for  breath.  In  his 
insupportable  distress,  which  was  so  great  as  repeatedly  to 
force  blood  from  his  mouth  and  nostrils,  he  earnestly  en- 
treated bis  jailer  to  open  the  grate,  which  he  declined  doing, 
as  it  would  be  a  breach  of  his  orders.  The  most  violent 
convulsive  asthma,  with  all  the  unspeakable  agonies  of 
instant  strangulation,  then  took  place. 

The  keeper  of  the  prison,  being  justly  alarmed  with 
apprehensions  of  the  immediate  death  of  your  petitioner, 
hastened  to  his  Honour  the  Governour,  giving  him  an 
account  of  the  distressed  and  dangerous  situation  of  your 
pelitioner.  His  Honour  compassionately  directed  the  grate 
to  be  opened. 

This,  though  a  partial,  proved  but  an  inefTectual  relief, 
as  your  unhappy  petitioner,  at  frequent  intervals,  by  day 
and  by  night,  still  struggles  with  the  apprehensions  of  im- 
mediate death  from  suffocation.  He  has  applied  to  Messrs. 
Tracey,  Rogers,  and  Turner,  Physicians,  in  the  town,  who 
concur  in  sentiment,  that  nothing  but  exercise,  in  a  clear, 
elastic  air,  will  contribute  to  his  recovery. 

Your  petitioner,  to  obtain  the  most  speedy  relief,  which 
the  urgency  of  his  circumstances  required,  presented  a  peti- 


tion to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but  the  honourable  Assembly  judged  it  improper  to 
act  upon  the  matter,  as  the  order  of  Congress  for  his  con- 
finement was  absolute. 

This,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  is  but  an  imperfect 
representation  of  the  accumulated  distresses  of  your  misera- 
ble petitioner.  He  most  humbly  beseeches  your  Honours 
to  have  compassion  upon  him.  He  considers,  with  min- 
gled grief  and  indignation,  the  precipitate  step  he  has 
taken ;  but  appeals  to  the  Searcher  of  all  Hearts,  that  the 
letter,  which  has  proved  the  unhappy  occasion  of  his  suf- 
ferings, is  the  only  letter  he  ever  wrote,  to  go  into  Boston. 
That  offensive  letter  was  designed  as  a  political  decoy  for 
his  brother  Fleming;  and,  however  equivocal  or  absurd  it 
may  appear  to  your  Honours,  was,  indeed,  dictated  by  an 
anxious  concern  for  the  distresses  of  his  country. 

Your  petitioner  most  earnestly  entreats  your  Honours  to 
permit  him  to  retire  to  his  distressed  and  necessitous  fami- 
ly, in  Tau7iton,  and  he  will  never  cease  to  be  grateful  for 
your  humanity  and  clemency  ;  and,  should  he  be  so  happy 
as  to  recover  his  health,  your  Honours  may  be  assured,  it 
shall  be  his  constant  exertions,  as  it  has  ever  been  the  first 
wish  of  his  heart,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Your  petitioner,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  would 
deprecate  that  any  jealousy,  respecting  the  integrity  of  his 
designs  should  possess  the  minds  of  your  Honours;  but,  if 
he  should  be  so  greatly  unhappy,  he  would  request  your 
Honours'  permission,  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  leave  the 
Continent ;  but  begs  leave  to  plead  with  your  Honours,  to 
indulge  him  with  an  opportunity,  by  his  future  endeavours 
here,  to  redeem  his  injured  reputation — to  approve  himself 
the  same  inflexible  friend  to  the  common  rights,  and  to 
conciliate  the  esteem  of  his  worthy  countrymen. 

And  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray, 
Sic.  Benjamin  Church,  Jun. 

Norwich  Jail,  Januuy  1,  1776. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  January  1, 1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  favours  of  the 
12th  of  last  month.  Captain  McKay  is,  at  present,  at 
Hartford.  He  behaves  politely.  I  believe  he  is  more 
cautious  and  guarded.  The  younger  Skene  is  fled.  Go- 
vernour Skene  is  still  at  Hartford.  I  am  sorry  for  Lieu- 
tenant Halsey's  imprudence  and  misbehaviour. 

The  Continental  Congress  desire  me  to  transmit  to  you 
the  rolls  of  the  companies,  in  the  three  Connecticut  Regi- 
ments, that  went  in  the  Northern  department.  I  have  given 
the  Paymaster-General  some  few  rolls  that  1  had  by  me. 
Colonels  Hinman  and  Waterbury  have  promised  to  send 
me  their  rolls  soon.  When  received,  I  will  transmit  them 
to  you. 

President  Hancock  informed  me,  that  the  prisoners  from 
St.  John's  were  to  be  sent  to  this  town  and  Windham.  I  am 
not  desirous  of  their  company,  and  have  heard  of  but  few 
of  them  this  way. 

I  am,  with  proper  salutations  of  this  day,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  .  rr> 

'  JONATHAN     IrUMBULL. 

To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  January  1,1776. 

Sir:  I  received,  the  20th  of  last  month,  your  Excel- 
lency's favour  of  the  15th,  enclosing  a  list  of  the  officers 
and  companies,  under  the  new  arrangement,  with  the  num- 
ber of  men  inlisted  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  another  of  the 
17th,  with  the  information,  from  several  persons,  who  then 
had  lately  come  out  of  Boston,  I  return  my  thanks  for 
both. 

By  accounts  received  from  the  various  parts  of  the  Co- 
lony, the  Recruiting  Officers,  for  the  Continental  service, 
have  good  success  in  inlisting  men. 

The  Assembly  have  granted  Chaplains  the  same  pay 
given  last  campaign,  with  the  addition  of  forty  shillings  per 
month,  each,  to  enable  them  to  supply  their  pulpits. 

Brigadier-General  Prescott  is  not  arrived.  Shall  give 
particular  directions  to  prevent  his  escape,  if  he  comes  into 
this  Colony. 


533 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  1776. 


534 


The  23d,  yours  of  the  14th  of  December  came  to  hand, 
per  Monsieurs  Penet  and  De  Pliarne.  Every  necessary 
assistance,  for  expediting  their  journey,  was  afforded,  with- 
out delay  ;  they  set  out  the  next  morning.  You  shall  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  expense  incurred  on  their  ac- 
count, when  the  same  is  known. 

The  28th  instant,  at  evening,  our  General  Assembly 
adjourned.  There  is  great  unanimity  in  our  common 
cause.  Among  others,  they  passed  an  act  for  raising  and 
equipping  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  to 
be  forthwith  selected  by  voluntary  inlistment,  with  as  many 
other  able-bodied,  effective  men,  not  included  in  any  Mi- 
litia roll,  as  are  inclined  to  inlist,  to  stand  in  readiness,  as 
Minute-Men,  for  the  defence  of  this,  and  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  with  proper  encouragement.  Another 
act,  for  restraining  and  punishing  persons  who  are  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  this,  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  for  directing  proceedings  therein. 

No  person  to  supply  the  Ministerial  army  or  navy  ;  to 
give  intelligence ;  to  inlist,  or  procure  others  to  inlist  in 
their  service ;  to  undertake  to  pilot  any  of  their  vessels,  or 
in  any  other  ways  to  aid  or  assist  them,  on  the  penalty  of 
forfeiting  all  his  estate,  and  imprisonment  in  any  of  the  jails 
in  this  Colony,  not  exceeding  three  years.  No  one  to 
speak,  write,  &tc.,  against  the  doings  of  the  honourable 
General  Congress,  or  acts  of  our  Assembly,  on  the  penalty 
of  being  disarmed,  and  rendered  incapable  to  hold  or  serve 
in  any  office,  civil  or  military ;  and  be  further  punished, 
either  by  fine,  imprisonment,  disfranchisement,  or  to  find 
surety  of  the  peace  and  good  behaviour. 

Any  person  or  persons  who  put,  or  shall  continue  to 
hold,  or  screen  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Ministerial  army  or  navy,  or  aid  or  assist  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  present  Ministerial  measures  against  Ameri- 
ca, their  estates  to  be  seized  for  the  use  of  the  Colony. 

A  resolve  to  provide,  so  that  we  shall  have  two  armed 
vessels,  one  of  sixteen  carriage-guns,  the  other  fourteen  ; 
with  a  schooner,  called  the  iSpy,  of  four  carriage-guns ;  and 
four  row-gallies. 

An  act  to  exempt  the  polls  of  soldiers  from  taxes,  for 
the  last,  and  ensuing  campaigns. 

Another  act,  for  encouraging  the  manufactories  of  salt- 
petre and  gunpowder.  Hope  to  collect  saltpetre,  and 
manufacture  a  considerable  quantity  of  gunpowder  early  in 
the  Spring. 

The  furnace,  at  Middletown,  is  smelting  lead,  and  likely 
to  turn  out  twenty  or  thirty  tons.     Ore  is  plenty. 

Please  to  favour  me  with  an  account  of  the  quantity  of 
lead  received  from  Crown-Point.  From  thence  I  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty  old  gun-barrels,  which  are  fitting 
up  here,  and  will  make  one  hundred  and  fifty  stands  of  good 
arms.  We  are  put  to  difficulty  for  gun-locks.  Hearing 
that  those  stands  taken  in  the  ordnance  store-ship  had  each 
a  spare  lock,  thought  proper  to  mention  to  you,  that  if  it 
be  so,  whether  it  may  not  be  well  to  furnish  a  number  for 
the  arms  fitting  here. 

On  the  29th,  at  evening,  I  met,  at  Hartford,  on  my 
returning  from  the  General  Assembly,  yours  of  the  23d 
December,  and  immediately  sent  to  Captain  Wadsworth, 
a  person  employed  by  the  Commissary-General,  and  much 
acquainted,  to  see  if  any  blankets  could  be  purchased,  and 
found  there  are  none.  Many  of  our  new  inlisted  men,  I 
am  told,  will  bring  blankets  vt'ith  them,  which  they  get  from 
private  families.  Those  lost  at  the  Bunker-Hill  fight  were 
furnished  in  that  manner ;  and  our  Minute-Men  will  supply 
themselves  in  that  way  :  that  1  am  very  doubtful  of  success, 
if  attempted.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Durkee  this  day  men- 
tioned to  me  your  direction  to  him  on  this  head.  Shall  lay 
the  same  before  the  Committee  at  our  next  meeting. 

Enclosed  is  copy  of  an  act  empowering  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  Sic,  to  administer  an  oath.  Also,  Minutes  of  the 
ordnance  taken  from  the  Ministerial  troops  at  the  several 
Northern  posts,  from  the  1st  oi  May  to  the  13th  Novem- 
ber, 1775. 

1  remain,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  and  with  the  pro- 
per salutations  of  this  day,  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 


At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governour  and  Compa- 
ny of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  New-Haven, 
by  special  order  of  the  Governour,  on  the  14th  day  of 
December,  1775, 

An  Act  empowering  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  or  Officers  commanding  a  detachment,  or 
out-posts,  &cc.,  to  administer  an  Oath. 
Be  it  enacted,  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
Army  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  by  this,  and  the  rest  of  the 
United  Colonies,  or  any  Officer  in  the  service  of  the  said 
United  Co/onfes,  commanding  any  detachment  or  out-post, 
shall  have  power  and  authority  to  administer  an  oath,  and 
swear  any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth  of  any  informa- 
tion or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matters  relative  to  the 
publick  service. 

A  true  copy  of  record,  examined  by 

George  Wyllts,  Secretary. 

Minutes  of  the  Ordnance  taken  from  the  Ministerial 
Troops,  at  the  several  Northern  Posts,  from  the  1st  of 
May  to  the  I3th  o/ November,  1775: 

No.     Siie.  - 

At  the  North  and  South  Landings,  at 
Lake-George,  are  fifty  battering 
cannon,  24,  18,  12,  and  9- pound- 
ers ;  among  them  is  one  brass  24- 
pounder,     -         -         -         -         -  50 

On  the  bridge,  between  Lake-George 
and  Ticonderoga,  are  three  24- 
pounders,  -         -         -         -         -     3 

At  the  same  place  is  one  9-pounder,        1 

On  the  flankers,  bastions,  redoubts,    -      1 

Place  of  parade,    -         -         -         -     3 

In  and  about  the  streets,  -         -    12 

And  at  the  edge  of  the  Lake,  at  Ti- 
conderoga, are    -         -         -         -    13 

And  fifteen  6- pounders,   -         -         -    15 

There  are  are  also  eleven  small  field- 
pieces,  or  4-pounders, 


ent,  humble  servant. 


24-pounders. 
9-pounder. 
24-pounder. 
18- pounders. 
12-pounders. 

9-pounders. 
6- pounders. 


-    II        4-pounders. 


Total, 


109  cannon. 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  co]iy  of  a  letter  from  President 
Wheelock,  at  Dartmouth  College. 


On  the  bridge,  between  Lake-George 
and  Ticonderoga,  there  were  three 
very  large  iron  mortars,  one  12- 
inches,  one  13}-inches,  and  the 
other  16-inches,  -         -         -     3  mortars. 

Just  in  the  edge  of  the  water  at  Ti- 
conderoga, were  three  smaller  mor- 
tars, one  6-inches,  one  8-inches,  and 
the  other  8J,  or  9-inches,     -         -     3  mortars. 

Total,       -         -         -         -         -     6  mortars. 

There  was  also  at  Ticonderoga,  one 

8-inch  iron  howitzer,  -         -     1  howitzer. 

There  were,  also,  six  small  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, some  of  which  were  mounted 
in  a  sort  of  frame,  called,  by  some, 
French  swivels,  -         -         -     6  swivels. 

Artillery  employed  by  Land,  and  on  the  Lake,  in  the  siege 
of  St.  John's. 

No.  Size. 
By  land,   three   double-fortified    12- 
pounders,            ....       3  12-pounders. 
Two  9-pounders,   -         -         -         -       2  9-pounders. 
Two  double-fortified  6-pounders,       -       2  6-pounders.. 
Three  4-pounders,          ...       3  4-pounders.. 

Total  by  land,     -        -         -        -     10  cannon. 

Mortars — one  5-inches,  one  8-inches, 
and  one  13-inches  ;  and,  on  the  last 
day  of  the  siege,  the  three  brass 
royals,  taken  at  Chambly,  were  used. 
These  were  excellent  mortars,  of  a- 
bout  4,  5,  and  5J  inches  in  diameter,       6  mortars. 

By  water,  on  board  the  schooner  Li- 
berty,        -         ■         ...       2  4-pounders.. 


535 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  llie. 


5ff6 


2 
10 

2-pounders. 
swivels. 

2 

6-pounders 

4 
11 

3-pounders 
swivels. 

1 
12 

12-pounder. 
swivels. 

1 
12 

12-pounder. 

swivels. 

Two  2-pounders,    -         -         -         - 

And  ten  swivel-guns, 

On  board  the  sloop  Enterprise,  two 

brass  6-pounders,         .         -         - 
Four  iron  3-pounders,      -         -         - 
And  eleven  swivel-guns, 
On  board  the  gondola  Schuyler,  one 

double-fortified  12-pounder, 
And  twelve  swivel-guns. 

On  board  the  gondola  Hancock,  one 

12-pounder,  double-fortified, 
And  twelve  swivel-guns, 

Total,  by  water — 12  cannon,  45  swivels. 
Total,  by  land,  and  on  the  Lake — 22  cannon,  6  mortars, 
45  swivels. 

Brass  and  Iron  Ordnance  surrendered  at  St.  John's,  on 
the  2d  of  November,  1775. 

No.  Size. 

Two  brass  24-pounders,            -         -      2  24-pounders. 

One  12-pounder,    .         -         -         -      1  12-pounder. 

Four  6-pounders,             ...      4  6-pounders. 

Five  4-pounders,    -         -         -         -      5  4-pounders. 

Eight  3-pounders,  ...         -      8  3-pounders. 


Total, 

Six  iron  9-pounders, 
One  8-pounder, 
Eleven  6-pounders, 
One  5-pounder, 
One  4-pounder, 
Two  3-pounders,    - 

Total, 


20    brass  cannon. 


-  6 
.  1 

-  11 

-  1 

-  1 

-  2 


9-pounders. 

8-pounder. 

6-pounders. 

5-pounder. 

4-pounder. 

3-pounders. 


-    22  iron  cannon. 


Total,  cannon,  brass  and  iron, 
Iron  mortars,  seven,  viz :    three,  five 

and  a  half  inches  in  diameter, 
And  four,  four  and  two-third  inches 

in  diameter.         .         .         -         . 

Two  8-inch  brass  howitzers,     - 
In  the  citadel,  at  Montreal,  were  taken 
ten   neat  iron  cannon,  12  and  9 
pounders,  ... 


42 
3  mortars. 

4 — 7  mortars. 
2  howitzers. 


-    10  12  &  9  pound. 


The  whole  number  of  cannon,  taken  at  St.  John's  and 
Montreal,  is  fifty-two. 

At  St,  John's,  there  were,  when  it  was  surrendered,  pro- 
bably fifty  tons  of  shot  and  shells,  of  all  kinds  ;  a  vast  quan- 
tity of  smoke-balls,  of  quick-match  and  cannon-cartridges, 
of  all  sizes.  There  were  three  or  four  large  flour-barrels 
of  cannon-cartridges,  filled,  and  there  were  about  forty 
thousand  musket-cartridges. 

At  Atontreal,  there  were  about  one  ton  and  a  half,  or 
two  tons,  of  cannon-balls,  12  and  9-pounders. 

The  whole  of  the  Artillery,  taken  at  the  several  posts, 
is:  Total,  Cannon,  183;  total.  Mortars,  19;  total,  How- 
itzers, 3  ;  total,  Swivel-Guns,  51. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

"  Providence,  January  1,  1776. 

Sir:  Upon  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the 
23d  ultimo,  I  employed  two  persons  to  apply  to  the  house- 
keepers in  this  town,  individually,  for  blankets  for  the  Ar- 
my. They  have  collected  about  one  hundred  and  eighty, 
which  will  be  sent  forward  this  day.  It  is  full  as  large  a 
number  as  I  expected  to  procure,  considering  how  we  have 
been  exhausted  by  supplies  to  various  parts  of  the  service. 
I  shall  immediately  take  measures  for  collecting  more  from 
the  country  towns. 

I  refer  your  Excellency  to  General  Lee  for  the  particu- 
lars of  his  expedition  to  Rhode-hland,  which  I  hope  will 
be  attended  with  beneficial  consequences  to  the  Colony. 

I  received  yours  upon  the  subject  of  reinlistingthe  Army, 
but  from  the  distressed  state  of  the  Colony,  and  the  multi- 
plicity of  business  pressing  me,  was  incapable  of  giving  you 
a  satisfactory  answer;  nor  can  I,  at  present,  do  any  thing 


more  than  renew  my  assurances  of  giving  every  assistance 
in  my  power  to  the  service. 

I  am,  with  truth  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General  of 

the  Armies  of  the  United  Colonies. 

P.  S.  You  will  receive  by  Mr.  Coomes  Hale,  who  car- 
ries the  blankets,  an  account  of  the  cost  of  them.  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  giving  orders  for  the  pay- 
ment of  it  to  him.  By  the  same  conveyance  I  send  you 
a  box  and  basket  left  for  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  Penet, 
and  the  other  French  gentleman  who  accompanied  him. 

JOHN  SMITH  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  Janaary  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  desire,  to  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour,  what  blankets  could  be  collected  in  this  town,  are 
now  sent  you  by  Mr.  Hale,  who  will  give  you  the  cost  of 
them.  The  number  sent  is  one  hundred  and  eiglity-two. 
Am  sorry  the  number  is  so  small,  though  believe  that  a 
quantity  might  be  collected  in  the  country  towns  in  some 
little  time.  If  you  think  it  needful,  please  to  let  me  know, 
and  I  will  endeavour  to  procure  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,       j^^^^  Smith. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

DOCTOR  morgan  TO  THE  PUBLICS. 

General  Hospital,  at  Cambridge,  January  1,  1776. 

Impressed  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism 
which  so  eminently  adorns  the  good  people  of  this  country, 
the  subscriber,  who  is  appointed  to  the  chief  direction  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make 
known  the  seasonable  aid  he  has  lately  received  from  the 
towns  of  Concord,  Bedford,  first  and  second  Parishes  of 
Sudbury,  Acton,  Marlborough,  Stow  and  Lincoln.  The 
Hospital  having,  for  some  time  past,  been  in  great  want  of 
old  linen  for  bandages,  compresses,  and  lint,  or  fine  tow  for 
dressing ;  saddler's  or  sole  leather,  and  web,  or  gartering,  for 
tourniquets  ;  of  tape,  thread,  needles,  pins,  and  other  articles 
of  a  like  nature;  application  was  made  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  above-named  places  for  a  supply,  at  such  prices  as  they, 
themselves,  should  think  reasonable.  No  sooner  were  our 
wants  thus  made  known  to  them,  than  with  an  alacrity  and 
zeal  truly  characteristick  of  the  people,  the  business  of  col- 
lecting those  things  was  immediately  undertaken  by  some 
of  their  Selectmen,  and  other  proper  persons.  The  Clergy, 
in  particular,  engaged  warmly  in  the  work.  To  their  pious 
and  animated  exhortations,  from  the  sacred  desk,  may  be 
ascribed  much  of  that  Christian  charity,  and  those  laudable 
effusions  of  philanthropy  which  were  manifested  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  which  cannot  fail  to  secure  to  them  the  esteem 
of  the  publick,  and  to  reflect  a  lasting  honour  on  their  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  human  na- 
tur.  What  they  could,  they  furnished  with  an  unsparing 
hand;  offers  of  pay  they  nobly  rejected,  preferring  the 
conscious  pleasure  that  arises  from  deeds  of  charity  to  every 
selfish,  sordid  gratification  that  interest  inspires;  an  in- 
stance of  benevolence  worthy  of  admiration  !  Neither  is  its 
importance  limited  by  the  intrinsick  value  of  the  donation  ; 
it  holds  up  a  proper  example  of  imitation  to  others. 

Ever  since  the  first  establishment  of  a  Military  Hospital 
among  us,  there  has  been  too  great  a  scarcity  of  these  essen- 
tial articles;  and  though  the  present  supply  is  truly  liberal, 
in  respect  to  the  numbers  who  furnished  it,  yet  its  salutary 
influence  cannot  be  lasting,  unless  it  is  still  continued  from 
otlier  quarters.  May  we  not,  therefore,  expect  a  spirit  of 
emulation  will  be  kindled  in  every  humane  breast,  and  an 
affectionate  concern  to  yield  all  possible  assistance  to  the 
wants  and  distresses  of  the  sick  soldiery  ?  Men  who  cheer- 
fully, and  hourly,  expose  their  lives  for  their  country's  wel- 
fare, and  who  amidst  the  destructive  rage  of  battle,  willingly 
encounter  danger,  in  all  its  shapes,  for  its  defence,  may, 
surely,  challenge  the  compassion  of  those  who  reap  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  courage,  without  any  of  that  risk  which  is 
inseparable  from  it.  Can  it  be  once  doubted,  then,  whether 
the  inhabitants  of  other  places  will  be  backward  to  contri- 
bute what  need  to  cost  them  so  little,  towards  laying  in  a 
sufficient  store  of  those  articles,  to  secure  against  all  future 
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apprehensions  of  further  scarcity  or  want  of  them  ?  But 
whilst  they  are  of  a  low  price  in  themselves,  yet  money 
cannot  always  purchase  them,  and  from  their  exceeding 
utility,  in  cases  of  need,  they  become  of  inestimable  value. 
As  it  is  impracticable  for  the  subscriber  to  make  personal 
application  to  people  at  a  distance,  to  furnish  a  supply  of 
what  is  wanted  of  this  soil  for  the  patients  in  the  Hospital, 
he  hopes  all  printers  of  the  publick  news  will  be  pleased  to 
give  this  address  a  place  in  their  papers.  He  also  flatters 
himself,  the  Committees  established  in  different  places,  es- 
pecially, in  large  towns,  will  be  pleased  to  set  on  foot  a 
further  collection  of  such  of  the  articles  enumerated,  as  may 
be  most  easy  for  them  to  procure,  especially,  old  sheets  and 
soft  worn  linen  ;  and  to  forward  the  same  to  the  camp  with 
all  possible  despatch.  The  expense  of  conveyance,  if  any, 
will  be  cheerfully  paid,  and  the  generous  donors  may  rest 
assured  their  contributions  will  be  managed  with  the  strictest 
care  to  prevent  waste,  and  meet  with  due  acknowledgment 

from  their  humble  servant,  ,         vt 

'  John  Morgan, 

Director  General  of  ike  Continental  Hospital, 

and  the  chief  Physician  to  the  Army. 

N.  B.  Blankets  are  greatly  wanted  for  the  Hospital ;  for 
which  a  suitable  price  will  be  given,  if  sent  to  Cambridge. 
Any  persons  having  blankets  to  dispose  of,  who  live  at  a 
distance,  if  they  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send  notice  thereof 
by  the  post,  mentioning  the  quality  and  price  of  them, 
shall  have  an  immediate  answer. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  WINTHROP  SARGENT,  AGENT. 

Heiid-Quartcrs,  January  1,  177G. 

Sir  :  You  being  recommended  to  his  Excellency  as  a 
proper  person  to  transact  the  business  of  the  several  armed 
vessels  fitted  out,  or  to  be  fitted  at  the  Continental  expense, 
will  be  pleased  to  consider  what  follows  as  your  Instruc- 
tions : 

1st.  When  any  of  the  Continental  vessels  put  into  Cape 
Ann,  you  are  to  supply  them  with  such  necessaries  as  are 
absolutely  wanting.  When  any  prize  is  sent  in,  you  are 
without  delay  to  go  on  board,  receive  all  the  papers  on 
board,  and  transmit  them,  by  express,  to  Head-Quar- 
ters. 

2d.  You  are  to  make  out  an  inventory  of  the  cargo,  as 
near  as  you  can  from  the  papers  found  on  board,  or  infor- 
mation from  the  Master  or  Mate  of  the  prize  ;  all  possible 
care  that  can  be  taken  must  be  used  to  prevent  any  em- 
bezzlement of  the  cargo,  or  of  the  captain's,  crew's,  or 
passengers',  private  property,  which  must  be  given  up  to 
them,  except  some  extraordinary  circumstances  should 
arise,  to  make  an  alteration  of  this  order  necessary. 

3d.  All  sailors  belonging  to  a  prize  to  be  detained  with 
you,  or  sent  to  neighbouring  towns,  where  you  may  think 
them  more  secure,  until  you  receive  orders  from  Head- 
Quarters  for  the  further  disposal  of  them. 

4lh.  All  prisoners  of  whatever  rank,  or  denomination, 
to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  humanity  and  tenderness. 

5th.  As  you  are  appointed  a  Continental  agent  only,  if 
the  officers  and  men  choose  to  appoint  an  agent  for  their 
one-third  of  any  prize  taken,  they  may  do  so,  in  that  case 
you  are  to  permit  him  to  take  a  copy  of  all  papers  relating 
to  the  cargo,  and  when  the  vessel  is  discharged,  you  must 
give  unto  said  agent  a  copy  of  what  was  on  board. 

6th.  Hulls  of  all  vessels  taken,  with  all  their  appurte- 
nances, to  be  carefully  laid  up  in  a  secure  port  until  further 
orders. 

7th.  Whatever  advice  you  at  any  time  have,  respecting 
the  armed  vessels,  or  prizes,  that  is  material,  you  will  send 
up  to  Head-Quarters  by  suitable  opportunities. 

8lh.  Forasmuch  as  the  port  of  Cape  Ann  lies  conveni- 
ent for  the  armed  vessels  to  run  into,  when  in  want  of  pro- 
visions, and  other  necessaries,  you  will  lay  in,  on  the  most 
reasonable  terms,  twelve  barrels  of  beef,  and  twelve  barrels  of 
pork ;  twenty  barrels  of  bread,  will  be  ordered  to  you  from 
Beverly,  where  a  quantity  is  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
armed  vessels ;  and,  as  you  supply  any  vessels  with  a  part 
of  these  articles,  you  are  to  replace  them,  so  as  always  to 
keep  that  quantity  on  hand  ;  you  must  take  the  steward's 
receipt  for  every  thing  you  supply, 

9th.  As  the  harbour  of  Cape  Ann  is  not  looked  upon  as 
safe  to  lay  up  any  prizes  or  their  cargoes,  you  must,  as  soon 


as  possible,  have  such  as  may  be  brought  in  there,  sent  up 
to  Beverly,  where  H^illiam  Bartlett,  Esq.,  is,  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, appointed  an  agent.  You  and  Mr.  Bartlttt  must 
agree  amongst  yourselves  about  the  terms  upon  which  you 
will  do  business,  for  each,  of  this  sort.  The  commission 
allowed  to  all  agents,  is  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  on  sales 
of  any  prizes,  &ic.,  and  the  same  on  the  amount  of  provi- 
sions and  necessaries  supplied  the  vessels  with. 

lOih.  In  making  up  your  accounts,  you  are  to  remem- 
ber that  the  original  bills  or  invoices  are  to  be  sent  as 
vouchers ;  that  your  own  account  is  to  be  general,  and  at 
the  bottom,  an  affidavit  of  the  justice  of  your  account. 
This  is  not  done  from  any  jealousy  or  suspicion,  but  that 
the  utmost  satisfaction  may  be  given  the  country,  and  that 
all  agents  may  be  on  the  same  footing. 

You  will  at  all  times  give  the  utmost  despatch,  and  if 
any  irregularity,  misconduct,  or  negligence  in  the  officers 
of  any  vessels,  you  are  desired  to  give  immediate  informa- 
tion to  the  General. 

Should  any  of  the  vessels  unnecessarily  remain  in  port, 
you  are  to  give  orders  to  the  Commander  to  proceed  forth- 
with to  sea  ;  should  he  refuse,  you  are  to  demand  his  rea- 
sons, and  transmit  them  to  Head-Quarters. 

By  his  Excellency's  command. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONELS  HOWE  AND  WOOD- 
FORD TO  THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION,  DATED  NORFOLK, 
TEN  o'clock,  t.  M.,   JANUART  1,  1776.  ^ 

Between  three  and  four  o'clock,  a  severe  cannonade 
began  from  all  the  shipping,  under  cover  of  which  they 
landed  small  parties,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  on  the 
wharves.  The  wind  favoured  their  design,  and  we  believe 
the  flames  will  become  general.  In  the  confusion  which 
they  supposed  would  ensue,  they  frequently  attempted  to 
land ;  but  this,  by  the  bravery  of  our  officers  and  men,  we 
liave  hitherto  prevented,  with  only  a  few  men  wounded  on 
our  side,  and,  we  persuade  ourselves,  with  a  good  deal  of 
loss  on  theirs.  Their  efforts,  and  our  opposition,  still  con- 
tinue. We  have  stationed  ourselves  in  such  a  manner  as 
will,  we  believe,  render  every  thing  but  burning  the  houses 
ineffectual.  We  wait  with  impatience  your  further  orders, 
and  are,  respectfully,  fcc. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    COLONEL    HOWE    TO    THE 
VIRGINIA    CONVENTION,    DATED    NORFOLK,    JANUARY    2, 

1776. 

The  cannonade  of  the  town  began  about  a  quarter  after 
three,  yesterday,  from  upwards  of  one  hundred  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  continued  till  near  ten,  at  night,  without  inter- 
mission ;  it  then  abated  a  little,  and  continued  till  two,  this 
morning.  Under  cover  of  their  guns  they  landed,  and  set  fire 
to  the  town  in  several  places  near  the  water,  though  our  men 
strove  to  prevent  them  all  in  their  power ;  but  the  houses 
near  the  water  being  chiefly  of  wood,  they  took  fire  im- 
mediately, and  the  fire  spread  with  amazing  rapidity.  It 
is  now  become  general,  and  the  whole  town  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  consumed  in  a  day  or  two.  Expecting  that  the  fire 
would  throw  us  into  confusion,  they  frequently  landed,  and 
were  every  time  repulsed,  1  imagine  with  loss,  but  with 
what  loss  I  cannot  tell ;  the  burning  of  the  town  has  made 
several  avenues,  which  yesterday  they  had  not,  so  that  they 
may  now  fire  with  greater  effect ;  the  tide  is  now  rising, 
and  we  expect  at  high  water  another  cannonade. 

I  have  only  to  wish  it  may  be  ineffectual  as  the  last ;  for 
we  have  not  one  man  killed,  and  but  a  few  wounded.  I 
cannot  enter  into  the  melancholy  consideration  of  the  wo- 
men and  children  running  through  a  crowd  of  shot  to  get 
out  of  the  town,  some  of  them  with  children  at  their 
breasts;  a  few  have,  I  hear,  been  killed;  does  it  not  call  for 
vengeance,  both  from  God  and  man?  It  is  but  justice  to 
inform  you,  that  I  had  the  pleasure  to  find  every  officer 
ready  to  execute  orders  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  that 
the  men  behaved  with  steadiness  and  spirit.  Colonel  Ste- 
vens went  down  at  my  command,  and  headed  some  men 
near  the  water,  where  he  engaged  a  party  who  had  land- 
ed, with  a  spirit  and  conduct  of  a  good  officer.  Of  ray 
friend.  Colonel  Woodford,  it  is  almost  needless  to  speak, 
but  I  cannot  avoid  expressing,  that  I  received  from  him 
every  assistance  which  conduct  and  spirit  could  give  me. 
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EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  ELLIOT  TO  COLONEL 
PATRICK  HENRY,  DATED   HAMPTON,  JANUARY  5,    1776. 

Enclosed  you  have  ihe  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Woodford  to  me,  dated  three  o'clock  yesterday,  since 
which  a  snow  and  two  small  vessels  have  gone  up  to  Nor- 
folk. She  appeared  to  have  a  great  many  men  on  board, 
but  was  not  a  vessel  of  war.  There  are  three  others  (one 
a  brig)  in  the  bay  this  morning  coming  up,  which  Captain 
Barron  has  just  gone  to  look  after.  Some  little  time  after 
my  express  left  Norfolk  with  the  enclosed,  a  very  heavy 
firing  began,  and  continued  chief  part  of  the  night ;  and  a 
considerable  fire  was  discovered  there  about  dark,  which 
continued  burning  many  hours. 

Norfolk,  January  4,  1776,  tbreo  o'clock,  P.  M. 
About  quarter  past  three,  on  Monday  afternoon,  the 
whole  fleet  began  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  lasted  seven 
hours,  without  any  intermission,  and,  indeed,  continued,  off 
and  on,  till  last  night,  since  which  we  have  been  tolerably 
quiet.  Under  the  fire  of  their  ships,  they  landed  in  many 
places,  and  set  fire  to  the  houses  on  the  wharves,  in  these 
attempts,  many  of  them,  we  are  certain,  were  killed,  and 
never  failed  being  repulsed  by  our  people.  We  had  not  a 
man  killed,  and  only  five  or  six  wounded,  one  supposed 
mortally  ;  and  two  or  three  women  and  children  are  said 
to  be  killed.  Providence  certainly  interfered  in  our  favour, 
or  more  lives  must  have  been  lost.  They  once  landed  and 
got  into  the  streets  with  field-pieces,  but  were  beat  back 
with  loss,  and  no  execution  done  by  their  fire.  Nine- 
tenths  of  the  town  are  destroyed,  but  the  fire  is  now  out. 

Williamgburgh,  January  5,  1776. 
I  hope  our  countrymen  will  not  be  at  all  dispirited 
at  the  destruction  of  Norfolk,  but  rather  rejoice  that  half 
the  mischief  our  enemies  can  do  us,  is  done  already. 
They  have  destroyed  one  of  the  first  towns  in  America ; 
and  the  only  one,  except  two  or  three,  in  Virginia, 
which  carried  on  any  thing  like  a  trade.  We  are  only 
sharing  part  of  the  sufferings  of  our  American  brethren, 
and  can  now  glory  in  having  received  one  of  the  keen- 
est strokes  of  the  enemy,  without  flinching.  They  have 
done  their  worst,  and  to  no  other  purpose  than  to  harden 
our  soldiers,  and  learn  them  to  bear,  without  dismay,  all 
the  most  formidable  operations  of  a  war,  carried  on  by  a 
powerful  and  cruel  enemy,  to  no  other  purpose  than  to 
give  the  world  specimens  o( British  cruelty  and  American 
fortitude,  unless  it  be  to  force  us  to  lay  aside  that  childish 
fondness  for  Britain,  and  that  foolish,  tame  dependance 
on  her.  We  had  borne  so  long  with  the  oppression  of  an 
ungenerous  restriction  of  our  trade,  of  a  restriction,  in 
some  instances,  which  seemed  calculated  merely  as  badges 
of  our  subjection,  and  had  been  contented  so  long  with 
barely  refusing  to  purchase  commodities,  which  they  had 
taxed  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America, 
that  our  patience  and  moderation  served  but  to  encourage 
them  to  proceed  to  greater  lengths.  To  greater  lengths 
they  have  proceeded,  as  far  as  the  proudest  tyrant's  lust  of 
despotism,  stimulated  by  cruelty,  a  rancorous  malice,  and 
an  infernal  spirit  of  revenge,  could  hurry  them.  How 
sunk  is  Britain!  Could  not  Britons  venture  to  wage  war 
with  Americans,  till  they  were  told  that  Americans  were 
cowards — till  they  had  disarmed  them,  or  had,  as  they 
thought,  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  procure  arms ;  nor 
even  then,  without  the  assistance  of  Roman  Catholicks  and 
Indians,  and  endeavouring  to  raise  amongst  us  a  domestick 
enemy  ?  Was  tliis  like  a  brave  and  generous  nation  ?  If 
they  were  lost  to  all  the  feelings  of  Britons,  for  men  con- 
tending for  the  support  of  the  British  Constitution — if  they 
were  determined  to  conquer  America,  why  did  they  not 
attempt  it  like  Britons  1  Why  meanly  run  about  to  the 
different  Powers  of  Europe,  entreating  them  not  to  assist 
us?  Why  make  use  of  every  base  and  inhuman  strata- 
gem, and  wage  a  savage  war,  unknown  amongst  civilized 
nations?  Surely,  whoever  has  heard  of  Catleton's,  Con- 
nolly's and  Dunmore's  plots  against  us,  cannot  but  allow 
that  ihey  must  have  been  authorized  by  a  higher  power ; 
and  whoever  believes  this,  cannot  but  wish  to  be,  instantly 
and  forever,  removed  from  under  such  a  power,  and  to  be 
guarded  most  effectually  against  it.  Most  freely  would  I 
cut  the  Gordian  knot  which  has  hitherto  so  firmly  bound 


us  to  Britain,  and  call  on  France  and  Spain  for  as- 
sistance against  an  enemy  who  seem  bent  on  our  destruc- 
tion, but  who,  blessed  be  the  God  of  Hosts,  have  been 
baffled  in  most  of  their  attempts  against  us,  been  chastised 
in  all,  and  have  made  many  attacks  upon  us,  without  being 

able  to  kill  a  single  man.  .      . 

°  An  American. 

extract  or  a  letter  from  a  midshipman  on  board 

HIS    majesty's     SHIP    OTTER,    COMMANDED    BY    CAPTAIN 
SCIUIRE,  DATED  JANUARY  9,   1776. 

December  9. — Our  troops,  with  about  sixty  townsmen 
from  Norfolk,  and  a  detachment  of  sailors  from  the  ships, 
among  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  march,  set  out  from 
Norfolk  to  attack,  once  more,  the  Rebels  at  the  Great- 
Bridge,  who  had  been  lodged  there  soine  time,  and  had 
erected  a  breastwork  opposite  to  our  fort  on  their  side  of 
the  river.  We  arrived  at  the  fort  half  an  hour  after  three, 
in  the  morning,  and  after  refreshing  ourselves,  prepared  to 
attack  the  Rebels  in  their  intrenchments. 

Captain  Squire,  ever  ready  to  assist  my  Lord  in  the 
publick  cause,  had  sgnt  his  gunners  and  men  to  manage 
two  pieces  of  cannon  who  were  in  the  front,  and  ordered 
to  begin  the  attack.  But  how  can  it  be  supposed,  that 
with  two  hundred  men  we  could  force  a  strong  intrench- 
ment,  defended  by  at  least  two  thousand  ?  Yet  this  was 
attempted,  and  we  marched  up  to  their  works  with  the  in- 
trepidity of  lions.  But  alas !  we  retreated  with  much 
fewer  brave  fellows  than  we  took  out.  Their  fire  was  so 
heavy,  that,  had  we  not  retreated  as  we  did,  we  should 
every  one  have  been  cut  off.  Figure  to  yourself  a  strong 
breastwork  built  across  a  causeway,  on  which  six  men  only 
could  advance  abreast ;  a  large  swamp  almost  surrounded 
them ;  at  the  back  of  which  were  two  small  breastworks 
to  flank  us  in  our  attack  on  their  intrenchments.  Under 
these  disadvantages,  it  was  impossible  to  succeed;  yet  our 
men  were  so  enraged,  that  all  the  entreaties,  and  scarcely 
the  threats  of  their  ofiicers,  could  prevail  on  them  to  re- 
treat, which  at  last  they  did.  The  cannon  were  secured 
within  the  fort.  We  had  sixty  killed,  wounded,  and  taken 
prisoners  ;  among  whom  were  the  gallant  Captain  Fordice 
of  the  Grenadiers  of  the  Fourteenth  Brigade,  Lieutenants 
Napier  and  Leslie,  and  Lieutenant  Batut,  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner ;  men  all  universally  esteemed,  and  for  whom 
all  shed  tears.  We  set  out  on  our  return  to  Norfolk  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at 
twelve,  and  the  soldiers  were  embarked  on  board  vessels 
prepared  for  that  purpose. 

December  14. — The  Rebels  having  now  nothing  to  ob- 
struct their  passage,  arrived  and  took  possession  of  Norfolk, 
and  in  the  evening  saluted  us  with  a  volley  of  small-arms : 
which,  the  next  morning,  I  was  sent  on  shore  to  their  com- 
mander to  inform  him,  that,  if  another  shot  was  fired  at  the 
Otter,  they  must  expect  the  town  to  be  knocked  about 
their  ears. 

January  9. — The  detested  town  of  Norfolk  is  no  more  ! 
Its  destruction  happened  on  New-  Year's  day  !  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  signal  was  given  from  the  Li- 
verpool, when  a  dreadful  cannonading  began  from  the  three 
ships,  which  lasted  till  it  was  too  hot  for  the  Rebels  to 
stand  on  their  wharves.  Our  boats  now  landed  and  set  fire 
to  the  town  in  several  places.  It  burnt  fiercely  all  night, 
and  the  next  day ;  nor  are  the  flames  yet  extinguished  ; 
but  no  more  of  Norfolk  remains  than  about  twelve  houses, 
which  have  escaped  the  flames.* 

FROM   THE    VIRGINIA    GAZETTE,   PRINTED    ON    BOARD    THE 
SHIP  DUNMORE,  LYING  OFF  NORFOLK. 

Norfolk,  Ship  Dunmore,  January  15,  1776. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Liverpool  frigate  from 
England,  Captain  Bellew  sent  a  flag  of  truce,  and  de- 
manded to  be  informed,  whether  His  Majesty's  ships-of- 
war  would  be  supplied  from  the  shore  with  provisions. 
The  reply  being  in  the  negative,  and  the  ships  in  the  har- 

*  The  town  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  which  was  l.itely  burnt  by  tho 
Liverpool,  man-of-war,  and  her  attendants,  was  tho  largest  town  in  tho 
wliolo  Province.  It  contained  near  four  times  the  number  of  houses 
in  Williamsburgh,  the  capital,  and  might  bo  compared  to  Reading,  in 
Berkshire,  with  regard  to  the  extent  of  its  site,  and  tho  scale  of  its 
population.  The  Rebels,  therefore,  have  sustained  a  very  severe  loss 
in  its  destruction  ;  and  we  are  very  well  assured,  that  this  loss  haa 
already  not  a  little  cooled  tlie  fuvor  of  Virginian  patriotism. 
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hour  being  continually  annoyed  by  firing  from  the  Rebels, 
out  of  that  part  of  the  town  next  the  water,  rendered  it 
necessary  to  destroy  it,  and  dislodge  them  from  the  houses 
they  occupied,  directly  under  the  muzzles  of  the  ship's 
guns.  Accordingly,  previous  notice  being  given  to  the  in- 
habitants, in  order  that  the  women,  children,  and  innocent 
persons,  might  have  time  to  remove  out  of  danger,  on  the 
1st  instant,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Liver- 
pool, frigate,  the  Otter  and  Kingjisher,  sloops-of-war,  with 
the  Governour's  ship,  Diinmore,  began  to  cannonade  the 
town,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  a  few  men  were  landed  in 
boats,  who  set  fire  to  the  houses  next  the  water. 

As  the  wind  was  moderate,  and  from  the  shore,  it  was 
judged  with  certainty  that  the  destruction  would  end  with 
that  part  of  the  town  next  the  water,  which  the  King's 
ships  meant  only  should  be  fired  ;  but  the  Rebels  cruelly 
and  unnecessarily  completed  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
town,  by  setting  fire  to  the  houses  in  the  streets  back, 
which  were  before  safe  from  the  flames. 

The  ill-judged  and  misapplied  fury,  discharged  upon  the 
weak  and  the  innocent,  was  not  confined  to  the  town.  The 
country  around,  for  several  days,  was  illuminated  with  the 
fires  of  the  houses  they  burnt,  amongst  which  is  the  distil- 
lery, about  three  miles  from  the  town,  a  work  of  great 
value  and  publick  utility,  with  a  large  stock  of  rum  and 
molasses. 

The  ships  continued  firing,  with  intervals,  till  about  ten 
o'clock  next  morning,  during  which  the  ardour  of  the  men 
could  not  be  repressed ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  possible 
care  taken  to  prevent  them,  a  few  boats  went  on  shore, 
where  they  exchanged  some  shot  with  the  enemy's  parties, 
and  had  three  or  four  men  slightly,  and  one  mortally, 
wounded.  Several  accounts  concur,  that  the  enemy  had 
eighteen  killed,  and  about  forty  men  wounded. 


me.  I  procured,  of  a  gentleman  in  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  the  plan  of  a  powder-mill,  which  I  lately  sent  to 
Mr.  Revere.     I  hope  it  may  be  of  some  use. 

I  have  time,  at  present,  only  to  request  you  to  write  to 
me  by  the  post,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am  your  aflection- 

ate  friend,  ^  » 

'  SAMUEL  Adams. 

To  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esq. 

PROCLAMATION  BY  GOVERNOUR  TRYON. 

By  his  Excellency  William  Tryos,  Esq.,  Captain- Gene- 
ral, and  Governour-in-chief,  in  and  over  the  Province 
q/"  New- York,  and  the  Territories  thereon  depending, 
in    America,    Chancellor,   and    Vice-Admiral  of  the 


bu. 


same. 


A  Proclamation.* 


SAMDEL  ADAMS  TO  ELBRIDGE  GERRY. 

PlitUdclphia,  January  2,  1776. 

My  dear  sir:  Your  very  acceptable  letter  of  the  13th 
of  December  is  now  before  me.  Our  opinions  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  keeping  the  military  power  under  the  direction 
and  control  of  the  legislative,  I  always  thought  were  alike. 
It  was  far  from  my  intention,  in  my  letter  to  you  on  the 
subject,  to  attempt  the  correcting  any  imagined  error  in 
your  judgment,  but  rather,  shortly  to  express  my  ow  n  ap- 
prehensions at  this  time,  when  it  is  become  necessary  to 
tolerate  that  power,  which  is  always  formidable,  and  has  so 
often  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  mankind. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  informed,  that  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  possessed  of 
so  warm  a  spirit  of  patriotism,  as  that  "  an  enemy  to^me- 
rica  may  as  well  attempt  to  scale  the  regions  of  bliss,  as  to 
insinuate  himself  into  their  favour."  Whatever  kind  of 
men  may  be  denominated  enemies  to  their  country,  cer- 
tainly he  is  a  very  injudicious  friend  to  it,  who  gives  his 
suffrage  for  any  man  to  fill  a  publick  office,  merely  because 
he  is  rich ;  and  yet,  you  tell  me,  there  are  recent  instances 
of  this  in  our  Government.  I  confess,  it  mortifies  me  great- 
ly. The  giving  such  a  preference  to  riches,  is  both  dis- 
honourable and  dangerous  to  a  Government.  It  is,  indeed, 
equally  dangerous,  to  promote  a  man  to  a  place  of  publick 
trust,  only  because  he  wants  bread  ;  but  1  think  it  is  not  so 
dishonourable,  for  men  maybe  influenced  to  the  latter  from 
the  feelings  of  humanity;  but  the  other  argues  a  base,  de- 
generate, servile  temper  of  mind.  1  hope  our  country  will 
never  see  the  time,  when  either  riches,  or  the  want  of 
them,  will  be  the  leading  considerations  in  the  choice  of 
publick  officers.  Whenever  riches  shall  be  deemed  a 
necessary  qualification,  ambition,  as  well  as  avarice,  will 
prompt  men  most  ardently  to  thirst  for  them;  and,  it  will 
be  commonly  said,  as  in  ancient  times  of  degeneracy, 

Qutercnda  pecunia  priinum  est, 
Virtus  post  nummos. 

"  Got  money,  money  still, 

And  then  lot  Virtue  follow,  if  she  will." 

I  am  greatly  honoured,  if  my  late  letter  has  been  accept- 
able to  the  House.  I  hope  the  Militia  Bill,  to  which  that 
letter  referred,  is  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Assembly. 

The  account  you  give  me  of  the  success  our  people  met 
with  in  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre,  is  highly  pleasing  to 


Whereas,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Province  stands 
prorogued  to  the  first  day  of  February,  now  next  ensuing, 
1  have  thought  fit  for  His  Majesty's  service,  and  I  do,  with 
the  advice  of  His  Majesty's  Council,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  and  authority  unto  me  granted  by  His  Majesty, 
dissolve  the  said  General  Assembly ;  and  the  said  General 
Assembly  are  hereby  dissolved,  accordingly. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  seal  at  arms,  in  the  City  of 
New-York,  the  second  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George  the  Third,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

William  Tryon. 

By  his  Excellency's  command  : 

Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Dep.  Secretary. 

God  save  the  King. 

general  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  WTNKOOP. 

Albany,  January  3, 1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Billings  will  deliver  you  the  officers  that 
were  made  prisoners  in  Canada,  I  do  not  hesitate  a  mo- 
ment to  apply  to  you,  on  this  occasion,  as  I  have  had  ex- 
perience of  your  attention  to  promote  the  service.  You 
will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  the  officers  and  their  baggage 
to  Trenton,  together  with  the  baggage  of  the  St.  John's 
garrison,  the  officers'  servants,  and  four  or  five  men  to  take 
care  of  the  baggage ;  all  the  other  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, you  will  please  to  desire  the  Committee  to  canton, 
agreeable  to  my  request  of  the  13th  ultimo. 

Should  the  snow  fall  when  you  arrive  at  Delaware,  and 
the  river  not  be  navigable,  and  no  possibility  of  going 
down  on  the  ice,  you  will  leave  the  baggage,  and  proceed 
with  the  officers  and  their  servants,  to  TVenlon,  from 
whence  you  will  please  to  repair  to  Congress,  and  report 
what  you  have  done  in  prosecution  of  this  request. 

The  officers  are  now  on  their  parole  of  honour ;  but, 
when  you  take  them  in  charge,  you  will  request  them  to 
renew  their  parole,  agreeable  to  my  former  orders. 

The  expenses  run  so  high,  that  the  greatest  economy  is 
to  be  used  in  conveying  these  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Colonel  Wynkoop. 

[general  Washington]  to  general  ward. 

Cambridge,  January  2, 1776. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  date,  by  Mr.  Pope,  I 

am  to  inform  you,  by  his  Excellency's  command,  that  he 

desires  you   to  send  a  captain,  two  subalterns,  and  fifty 

men,  to  take  charge  of  the  military  stores,  provisions,  &c., 

at  Squanium,  and  to  remain  there  till  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  inc. 

To  Major-General  Ward. 

»  New- York,  January  11,  1776.— On  the  2d  instant  the  Govcmour 
issued  a  proclamation  to  dissolve  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and 
writs  were  issued  for  a  new  election  of  Representatives  of  the  pnople, 
to  serve  in  General  Assembly.  The  Sheriff  of  this  City  and  County, 
has  published  an  advertisement,  giving  notice  to  the  freemen  and  free- 
holders of  the  same,  that  he  has  appointed  Thur$day,  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  for  them  to  meet,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  on  the 
green,  near  the  Work-House,  in  the  city,  to  elect  four  members  to  repre- 
sent them  in  General  Assembly.  The  advertisement  expresses  it  thus : 
To  tlie  Representatives  of  the  said  C.ty  and  County,  to  assist  the  Cap. 
taia-tieneral,  or  Commander-in-chief,  in  a  General  Assembly. 
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Bt  the  King. 


A  Proclamation,  for  encouraging  Seamen  to  enter  them- 
selves on  board  His  Majesty's  Ships  of  War. 

George  R. 

Whereas,  it  is  our  Royal  intention  to  give  all  due  en- 
couragement to  all  such  Seamen  who  shall  voluntarily  enter 
themselves  in  our  service,  we  have  thought  6t,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  publish  this,  our  Roy- 
al Proclamation  ;  and  we  do  hereby  promise  and  declare, 
that  all  such  able  Seamen,  not  above  the  age  of  6fty,nor 
under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  fit  for  our  service,  who 
shall,  on  or  before  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  February  next, 
voluntarily  enter  themselves  to  serve  in  our  Royal  Navy, 
either  with  the  captains  or  lieutenants  of  our  ships,  or  the 
chief  officers  on  board  such  tenders  as  shall  be  employed 
for  raising  men  for  the  service  of  our  Navy,  shall  receive, 
as  our  Royal  bounty,  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  each  man  ; 
and  all  such  ordinary  seamen,  fit  for  our  service,  who  shall 
so  enter  themselves,  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings,  each  man,  as  our  Royal  bounty  :  such  re- 
spective sums  to  be  paid  them  by  the  respective  clerks  of 
the  Cheque,  residing  at  the  ports  or  places  where  the  ships 
into  which  they  shall  be  entered  shall  be,  immediately  after 
the  third  muster  of  such  seamen. 

And  we  do  declare,  that  the  qualifications  of  the  Seamen 
so  entering  themselves,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  certified  by  the 
captain,  master,  and  boatswain  of  the  ship  or  vessel  where 
they  shall  enter. 

And,  for  prevention  of  any  abuses,  by  any  persons  leav- 
ing the  vessels  to  which  they  shall   belong,  and  entering 
themselves  on  board  any  other  ships  or  vessels,  in  order  to 
obtain  the  said  bounty  money,  we  do  hereby  declare  and 
command,  that  such  Seamen,  belonging  to  any  of  our  ships 
or  vessels,  as  shall  absent  themselves  from  any  of  the  said 
ships  or  vessels,  to  which  they  shall  belong,  and  shall  enter 
themselves  on  board  any  other  of  our  said  ships  or  vessels, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  said  bounty,  shall  not  only  lose  the 
wa^es  due  to  them  in  the  ships  or  vessels  they  shall  leave, 
but°also  be  severely  punished,  according  to  their  demerits. 
Given  at  our  Court,  at  St.  James's,  the  third   day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  our  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 

EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  BRISTOL,  JANUARY  3,  1776. 

The  rifleman,  who  was  brought  a  prisoner  here  from 
Rebeck,  being  taken  in  crossing  the  river  St.  Lawrence, 
is  confined  in  Bridewell.  He  is  a  Virginian,  about  six 
feet  high,  stout,  and  well  proportioned.  His  behaviour  is 
manly," but  very  modest.  He  was  drafted  from  his  corps, 
at  Cambridge,  to  go  on  Arnold's  expedition.  His  dress 
is  a  loose  dress  of  coarse  woollen,  adapted  to  that  cold 
cUmate,  for  which  his  regimentals  were  exchanged,  or 
rather,  taken  from  him,  at  Quebeck. 

He  says  the  pay  of  his  corps  was  forty  shillings  currency 
per  month,  regularly  paid  (about  twenty-five  shillings  ster- 
lin")  in  dollars,  out  of  which  they  found  their  clothes.  He 
was  a  fortnight  in  the  camp,  where,  he  says,  every  thing 
was  in  good  order,  provisions  plenty,  and  exact  discipline. 
He  can  strike  a  mark,  with  the  greatest  certainty,  at  two 
hundred  yards  distance.  He  has  the  heavy,  Provincial 
pronunciation,  but  otherwise  speaks  good  English.  The 
account  he  gives,  is,  that  the  troops,  in  general,  are  such 
kind  of  men  as  himself,  tall,  and  well  proportioned.  He 
was  very  clear  and  explicit  in  his  answers,  which  he  deli- 
vered with  great  modesty,  but  entirely  free  from  any  fear 
for  the  consequences  of  his  being  brought  to  England. 

He  was  discharged  on  Saturday,  as  there  were  no 
grounds  for  his  commitment. 


JAMES  HOGG,  AGENT  FOR  TRANSYLVANIA,  [tO  COLONEL 
RICHARD  HENDERSON.] 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  2d  of  December,  I  returned  hither 
from  Philadelphia;  and  I  have  now  set  down  to  give  you 
an  account  of  my  embassy,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  to  the  other  gentlemen,  our  copartners,  when 
you  have  an  opportunity.  1  wailed  for  Messrs.  Hooper 
and  Heives  a  day  and  a  half  at  Richmond,  but  they  were 
detained  by  rainy  weather  for  several  days,  so  that  they  did 


not  overtake  me  till  I  was  near  Philadelphia,  where  I  was 
kept  two  days  by  heavy  rain,  though  they  had  it  dry  where 
they  were.     It  was  the  2-2d  of  October,  when  we  arrived 
at  Philadelphia.     In   a  few  days  they  introduced   me  to 
several  of  the  Congress  gentlemen,  among  the  first  of  whom 
were,  accidentally,  the  famous  Samuel  and  John  Adams ; 
and  as  I  found  their  opinion  friendly  to  our  new  Colony,  I 
showed  them  our  map,  explained  to  them  the  advantage 
of  our  situation,  he,  he.     They  entered  seriously  into  the 
matter,  and  seemed  to  think  favourably  of  the  whole ;  but 
the  difficulty  that  occurred   to  us  soon  appeared  to  them. 
"  We  have  petitioned  and  addressed  the  King,"  said  they, 
"  and  have  entreated  him  to  point  out  some  mode  of  ac- 
commodation.    There  seems  to  be  an  impropriety  in  em- 
barrassing our  reconciliation  with  any  thing  new ;  and  the 
taking  under  our  protection  a  body  of  people  who  have  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  King's  proclamations,  will  be  looked  on 
as  a  confirmation  of  tliat  independent  spirit  with  which  we 
are  daily  reproached."     I  then  showed  them  our  memorial, 
to  convince  them  that  we  did  not  pretend  to  throw  off  our 
allegiance  to  the   King,  but  intended   to  acknowledge  his 
sovereignty  whenever  he  should  think  us  worthy  of  his  re- 
gard.    They  were  pleased  with  our  memorial,  and  thought 
it  very  proper ;  but  another  difficulty  occurred.    By  looking 
at  the  map,  they  observed  that  we  were  within  the  Virgi- 
nia Charter.     1  then  told  them  of  the  fixing  their  bounda- 
ries, what  had  passed  at  Richmond  in  March  last,  and  that  I 
had  reason  to  believe  the  Virginians  would  not  oppose  us ; 
however,  they  advised  me  to  sound  the  Virginians,  as  they 
would  not  choose  to  do  any  thing  in  it  without  their  consent. 
All  the  Delegates  were,  at  that  time,  so  much  engaged 
in  the  Congress  from  morning  to  night,  that  it  was  some 
days  before  I  got  introduced  to  the  Virginians ;  and  before 
then,  I  was  informed  that  some  of  them  had  said,  whatever 
was  their  own  opinion  of  the  matter,  they  would  not  con- 
sent that  Transylvania  should  be  admitted  as  a  Colony  and 
represented  in  Congress,  until  it  originated  in  their  Conven- 
tion, and  should  be  approved  by  their  constituents.     Some 
days  after  this,  I  was  told  that  Messrs.  Jefferson,  Wythe, 
and  Richard  Henry  Lee,  were  desirous  of  meeting  with 
me,  which  was  accordingly  brought  about ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, Mr.  Lee  was,  by  some   business,  prevented   from 
being  with  us,  though  1  had  some  conversation  with  him 
afterwards.     1  told  them  that  the  Transylvania  Company, 
suspecting  that  they  might  be  misrepresented,  had  sent  me 
to  make  known  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  our 
friendly  intentions  towards  the  cause  of  liberty,  &;c.,  &.C., 
but  said  nothing  of  our  memorial,  or  my  pretensions  to  a 
seat  in  Congress.     They  said  nothing  in  return  to  me,  but 
seriously  examined  our  map,  and  asked  many  questions. 
They  observed  that  our  purchase  was  within  their  Charter, 
and  gently  hinted,  that,  by  virtue  of  it,  they  might  claim  the 
whole.     This  led  me  to  take  notice,  that  a  few  years  ago, 
as  I  had  been  informed,  their  Assembly  had  petitioned  the 
Crown  for  leave  to  purchase  from  the  Cherokees,  and  to  fix 
their  boundaries  with  them,  which  was  accordingly  done, 
by  a  line  running  from  six  miles  east  of  the  long  island  in 
Holston,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Great-Kenhatva,  for  which 
they  had  actually  paid  twenty-five  hundred  pounds  to  the 
Cherokees;  by  which  purchase,  both  the  Crown  and  their 
Assembly  had  acknowledged  the  property  of  those  lands 
to  be  in  the  Cherokees.     Besides,  said  I,  our  settlement  of 
Transylvania  will  be  a  great  check  on  the  Indians,  and, 
consequently,  be  of  service  to  the  Virginians. 

They  seemed  to  waive  the  argument  concerning  the 
right  of  property;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  acknowledged,  that, 
in  his  opinion,  our  Colony  could  be  no  loss  to  the  Virgi- 
nians, if  properly  united  to  them  ;  and  said,  that  if  his  ad- 
vice was  followed,  all  the  use  they  should  make  of  their 
Charter  would  be,  to  prevent  any  arbitrary  or  oppressive 
Government  to  be  established  witliin  the  boundaries  of  it ; 
and  that  it  was  his  wish  to  see  a  free  Government  established 
at  the  back  of  theirs,  properly  united  with  them ;  and  that 
it  should  extend  westward  to  the  Mississippi,  and  on  each 
side  of  the  Ohio,  to  their  Charter  line.  But  he  would  not 
consent  that  we  should  be  acknowledged  by  the  Congress, 
until  it  had  the  approbation  of  their  constituents  in  Conven- 
tion, which  he  thought  might  be  obtained  ;  and  that,  for  that 
purpose,  we  should  send  one  of  our  Company  to  their  next 
Convention.  Against  this  proposal,  several  objections  oc- 
curred to  me,  but  1  made  none. 
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This  was  the  substance  of  our  conference,  with  wliich  I 
acquainted  our  good  friends,  Messrs.  Hoojier  and  Uewts, 
wlio  joined  me  in  opinion  that  I  should  not  push  the  mat- 
ter furtiier ;  and  they  liinted  to  me,  that,  considering  the 
present  very  critical  situation  of  aflairs,  they  thought  it  was 
belter  for  us  to  be  unconnected  with  them.  'I'liese  gentlemen 
acted  a  most  friendly  part  all  along,  and  gave  a  favourable 
accountof  our  proceedings.  Indeed,  1  think  the  Company 
under  great  obligations  to  them,  and  I  hope  they  will  take 
it  under  their  consideration.  1  was  frequently  with  parties 
of  the  Delegates,  who,  in  general,  think  favourably  of  our 
enterprise.  All  the  wise  ones  of  them,  with  whom  1  con- 
versed on  the  subject,  are  clear  in  opinion,  that  the  pro- 
perty of  the  lands  are  vested  in  us  by  the  Intlian  grant ; 
but  some  of  them  think,  that  by  the  common  law  o( Eng- 
land, and  by  tlie  common  usage  in  America,  the  sovereignty 
is  in  the  King,  agreeable  to  a  famous  law  opinion,  of  which 
I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  a  copy.  The  suffering 
traders,  and  others,  at  the  end  of  last  war,  obtained  a  large 
tract  of  land  from  the  Hix-Nations,  and  other  Indians. 
They  formed  themselves  into  a  comjiany,  (called,  1  be- 
lieve, the  Ohio.}  and  petitioned  the  King  for  a  patent,  and 
desired  to  be  erected  into  a  Government.  His  Majesty 
laid  their  petition  before  Lord  Chancellor Cct»i</e/i  and  Mr. 
Charles  Yorke,  then  Attorney-General,  and  afterwards 
Chancellor.  Their  opinion  follows:  "  In  respect  to  such 
places  as  have  been,  or  shall  be  acquired  by  treaty  or  grant 
from  any  of  the  Indian  Princes  or  Governments,  your  Ma- 
jesty's letters  patent  are  not  necessary;  the  property  of  the 
soil  vesting  in  the  grantee  by  the  Indian  grants,  subject  only 
to  your  Majesty's  right  of  sovereignty  over  the  settlements, 
as  English  settlements,  and  over  the  inhabitants  as  Eng- 
lish subjects,  v.lio  carry  with  them  your  Majesty's  laws 
wherever  they  form  Colonies,  and  receive  your  Majesty's 
protection  by  virtue  of  your  Royal  charters."  Alter  an 
opinion  so  favourable  for  them,  it  is  amazing  that  this  Com- 
pany never  attempted. to  form  a  settlement,  unless  they 
could  have  procured  a  charter,  with  the  hopes  of  which,  it 
seems,  they  were  flattered,  from  time  to  time.  However, 
our  example  has  roused  them,  I  am  told,  and  they  are  now 
setting  up  for  our  rivals.  Depending  on  this  opinion,  ano- 
ther company  of  gentlemen,  a  few  years  ago,  purchased  a 
tract  between  the  forks  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  be- 
ginning about  a  league  below  Fort-Chartres,  and  running 
over  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash ;  but  whether  or 
not  their  boundary  line  is  above  or  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Wabash,  the  gentleman  who  showed  me  their  deed  could 
not  tell,  as  it  is  not  mentioned,  but  is  said  to  terminate  at 
the  old  Shawanesc  town,  supposed  to  be  only  thirty-five 
leagues  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  And  the  said  com- 
pany  purchased  another  larger  tract,  lying  on  the  Illinois 
River.  It  was  from  one  of  this  company  that  I  procured 
a  copy  of  tlie  above  opinion,  which  he  assured  me  was  a 
genuine  one,  and  is  the  very  same  which  you  have  heard 
was  in  possession  of  Lord  Dunmore,  as  it  was  their  com- 
pany who  sent  it  to  him,  expecting  he  would  join  them. 

1  was  several  limes  with  Mr.  Dcitnc,o'i  Connecticut,  the 
gentleman  of  whom  Mr.  Hooper  told  you,  when  here.  He 
says  he  will  send  some  people  to  see  our  country;  and  if 
their  report  be  favourable,  he  thinks  many  Connecticut  peo- 
ple will  join  us.  This  gentleman  is  a  scholar,  and  a  man 
of  sense  and  enterprise,  and  rich  ;  and,  I  am  apt  to  believe, 
has  some  thoughts  of  heading  a  party  of  Connecticut  ad- 
venturers, providing  things  can  be  made  agreeable  to  him. 
He  is  reckoned  a  good  man,  and  much  esteemed  in  Con- 
gress;  but  he  is  an  enthusiast  in  liberty,  and  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  us  unless  he  is  pleased  with  our  form  of 
Government.  He  is  a  great  admirer  of  the  Connecticut 
Constitution,  which  he  recommended  to  our  consideration  ; 
and  was  so  good  as  to  favour  me  with  a  long  letter  on  that 
subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  You  would  be  amazed 
to  see  how  much  in  earnest  all  these  speculative  gentlemen 
are  about  the  plan  to  be  adopted  by  the  Transylvanians. 
They  entreat,  they  pray,  that  we  may  make  it  a  free  Go- 
vernment, and  beg  that  no  mercenary  or  ambitious  views 
in  ihe  Proprietors  may  prevent  it.  Quit-rents,  they  say, 
is  a  mark  of  vassalage,  and  hope  they  shall  not  be  es- 
tablished in  Transylvania.  They  even  threaten  us  with 
their  opposition,  if  we  do  not  act  upon  liberal  jirinciples 
when  we  have  it  so  much  in  our  power  to  render  ourselves 
immortal.     Many  of  them  advised  a  law  against  Negroes. 


Enclosed,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  sketch  hyJohn  Adams, 
which  I  had  from  Richard  Henry  Lee. 

A  Journal  of  ihe  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Delegates 
or  Representatives  of  the  Colony  of  Transylvania, 
begun  on  Wednesday,  ITuesday]  the  Odd  o/May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  Chkist  1775,  and  in  the  fifteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  George  the  Third, 
King  o/ Great  Britain. 

The  Proprietors  of  said  Colony  having  called  and  re- 
quired an  election  of  Delegates  or  Representatives  to  be 
made,  for  the  purpose  of  legislation,  or  making  and  ordain- 
ing laws  and  regulations  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  inha- 
bitants thereof,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  town  of  Boonesborough, 
six  members;  for  Harrodsburgh,  four;  for  ibe  Boiling- 
Spring  Settlement,  four  ;  for  the  town  of  St.  Asaph,  four ; 
and  appointed  their  meeting  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  on 
the  aforesaid  23d  o(  May,  Anno  Domini,  1775,  and, 

It  being  certified  to  us  here  this  day  by  the  Secretary, 
that  the  following  persons  were  returned   as  duly  elected 
for  the  several  towns  and  settlements,  to  wit : 
For  Boonesborough:  Squire  Boone,  Daniel  Boone,  Wil- 
liam Corke,  Samuel  Henderson,   William  Moore,  and 
Richard  Calloway. 
Harrodsburgh  :   Thomas    Slaughter,  John  Lythe,   Va- 
lentine Harmond,  and  James  Douglass. 
Boiling-Spring  Settlement:  James  Harrod,  Nathan 

Hammond,  Isaac  and  Azariah  Davis. 
The  Town  of  St.  Asaph  :  John  Todd,  Alexander  Spots- 
tvood  Dandridge,  John  Floyd,  and  Samuel  Wood, 
Present :  Squire  Boone,  Daniel  Boone,  Samuel  Hen- 
derson, William  Moore,  Richard  Calloivay,  Thomas 
Slaughter,  John  Lythe,  Valentine  Harmond,  James  Doug- 
lass, James  Harrod,  Nathan  Hammond,  Isaac  Hite,  Aza- 
riah Davis,  John  Todd,  Alexander  Spotswood  Dandridge, 
John  Floyd,  and  Samuel  Wood,  who  took  their  seats  at 
Convention. 

The  House  unanimously  chose  Colonel  Thomas  Slaugh- 
ter Chairman,  and  Mulct  w  Jewett  Clerk  ;  and  after  divine 
service  was  performed  by  the  Reverend  John  Lythe,  the 
House  waited  on  the  Proprietors,  and  acquainted  them  that 
they  had  chosen  Mr.  Thomas  Slaughter  Chairman,  and 
Matthew  Jewett  Clerk,  of  which  they  approved  ;  and. 

Colonel  Richard  Henderson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  rest  of  the  Proprietors,  opened  the  Convention  with  a 
speech,  a  copy  of  which,  to  prevent  mistakes,  the  Chair- 
man procured. 

Ordered,  The  same  Speech  be  read. 

Read  the  same,  which  is  as  follows : 
Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention : 

You  are  called  and  assembled  at  this  time  for  a  noble 
and  an  honourable  purpose — a  purpose,  however  ridiculous 
or  idle  it  may  appear  at  first  view,  to  superficial  minds,  yet 
is  of  the  most  solid  consequence ;  and  if  prudence,  firm* 
ness,  and  wisdom,  are  suffered  to  influence  your  councils 
and  direct  your  conduct,  the  peace  and  harmony  of  thou- 
sands may  be  expected  to  result  from  your  deliberations  ;  in 
short,  you  are  about  a  work  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
well-being  of  this  country  in  general,  in  which  the  interest 
and  security  of  each  and  every  individual  is  inseparably 
connected;  for  that  Stale  is  truly  sickly,  politically  speak- 
ing, whose  laws  or  edicts  are  not  careful,  equally,  of  tlie 
different  members,  and  most  distant  branches,  which  con- 
stitute the  one  united  whole.  Nay,  it  is  not  only  a  sole- 
cism in  politics,  but  an  insult  to  common  sense,  to  attempt 
the  happiness  of  any  community,  or  composing  laws  for 
their  benefit,  without  securing  to  each  individual  his  full 
proportion  of  advantage  arising  out  of  the  general  mass; 
thereby  making  his  interest  (that  most  powerful  incentive  to 
the  actions  of  mankind)  the  consequence  of  obedience. 
This,  at  once,  not  only  gives  force  and  energy  to  legislation, 
but  as  justice  is,  and  must  be  eternally  the  same,  so  your 
laws,  founded  in  wisdom,  will  gather  strength  by  time,  and 
find  an  advocate  in  every  wise  and  well  disposed  person. 

You,  perhaps,  are  fixing  the  palladium,  or  placing  the 
first  corner  stone  of  an  edifice,  the  height  and  magnificence 
of  whose  superstructure  is  now  in  the  womb  of  futurity,  and 
can  only  become  great  and  glorious  in  proportion  to  the 
excellence  of  its  foundation.     These  considerations,  gen- 
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tiemen,  will,  no  doubt,  animate  and  inspire  you  with  senti- 
ments worthy  the  grandeur  of  the  subject. 

Our  peculiar  circumstances,  in  this  remote  country,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  with  difficulties,  and  equally  subject  to 
one  common  danger,  which  threatens  our  common  over- 
throw, must,  1  think,  in  their  effects,  secure  tons  an  union 
of  interests,  and,  consequently,  that  harmony  in  opinion,  so 
essential  to  the  forming  good,  wise,  and  wholesome  laws. 

If  any  doubt  remain  amongst  you  with  respect  to  the 
force  or  efficacy  of  whatever  laws  you  now,  or  hereafter 
make,  be  pleased  to  consider  that  all  power  is  origi- 
nally in  the  people ;  therefore,  make  it  their  interest,  by 
impartial  and  beneficial  laws,  and  you  may  be  sure  of  their 
inclination  to  see  them  enforced.  For  it  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  a  people,  anxious  and  desirous  of  having  laws 
made,  who  approve  of  the  method  of  choosing  Delegates  or 
Representatives,  to  meet  in  General  Convention  for  that 
purpose,  can  want  the  necessary  and  concomitant  virtue  to 
carry  them  into  execution. 

Nay,  gentlemen,  for  arguments'  sake,  let  us  set  virtue, 
for  a  motnent,  out  of  the  question,  and  see  how  the  matter 
will  then  stand.  You  must  admit,  that  it  is,  and  ever  will 
be,  the  interest  of  a  large  majority,  that  the  laws  should  be 
esteemed  and  held  sacred.  If  so,  surely  this  large  majo- 
rity can  never  want  inclination  or  power  to  give  sanction 
and  efficacy  to  those  very  laws  which  advance  their  inte- 
rest and  secure  their  property.  And  now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  as  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  laws  should  be  composed  for  the  regulation 
of  our  conduct — as  we  have  a  right  to  make  such  laws 
without  giving  offence  to  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  the 
American  Colonies — without  disturbing  the  repose  of  any 
society  or  community  under  Heaven — if  it  is  probable, 
nay,  certain,  that  the  laws  may  derive  force  and  efficacy 
from  our  mutual  consent,  and  that  consent  resulting  from 
our  own  virtue,  interest,  and  convenience,  nothing  remains 
but  to  set  about  the  business  immediately,  and  let  the 
event  determine  the  wisdom  of  the  undertaking. 

Among  the  many  objects  that  must  present  themselves 
for  your  consideration,  the  first  in  order  must,  from  its  im- 
portance, be  that  of  establishing  courts  of  justice  or  tribu- 
nals, for  the  punishment  of  such  as  may  offend  against  the  • 
laws  you  are  about  to  make.  As  this  law  will  be  the  chief 
corner-stone  in  the  groundwork  or  basis  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, let  us,  in  a  particular  manner,  recommend  the  most 
dispassionate  attention,  while  you  take  for  your  guide  as 
much  of  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  laws  of  England,  as 
can  be  interwoven  with  those  of  this  country.  We  are  all 
Englishmen,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same,  ourselves  and 
our  fathers  have,  for  many  generations,  experienced  the 
invaluable  blessings  of  that  most  excellent  Constitution, 
and  surely  we  cannot  want  motives  to  copy  from  so  noble 
an  original. 

Many  things,  no  doubt,  crowd  upon  your  minds,  and 
seem  equally  to  demand  your  attention.  But  next  to  that 
of  restraining  vice  and  immorality,  surely  nothing  can  be 
of  more  importance  than  establishing  some  plain  and  easy 
method  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  and  determining  matters 
of  dispute  with  respect  to  property,  contracts,  torts,  inju- 
ries, &c.  These  things  are  so  essential,  that  if  not  strictly 
-attended  to,  our  name  will  become  odious  abroad,  and  our 
peace  of  short  and  precarious  duration.  It  would  give 
honest  and  disinterested  persons  cause  to  suspect  that 
there  was  some  colourable  reason,  at  least,  for  the  unwor- 
thy and  scandalous  assertions,  together  with  the  groundless 
insinuations  contained  in  an  infamous  and  scurrilous  libel 
lately  printed  and  published,  concerning  the  settlement  of 
this  country,  the  author  of  which  avails  himself  of  his  sta- 
tion, and,  under  the  specious  pretence  of  proclamation, 
pompously  dressed  up  and  decorated  in  the  garb  of  autho- 
rity, has  uttered  invectives  of  the  most  malignant  kind, 
and  endeavours  to  wound  the  good  name  of  persons,  whose 
moral  character  would  derive  little  advantage  by  being 
placed  in  computation  with  his,  charging  them,  amongst 
other  tilings  equally  untrue,  with  a  design  of  "  forming  an 
asylum  for  debtors,  and  other  persons  of  desperate  circum- 
stances ;"  placing  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  at  the  head  of 
a  lawless  train  of  abandoned  villains,  against  whom  the 
regal  authority  ought  to  be  exerted,  and  every  possible 
measure  taken  to  put  an  immediate  stop  to  so  dangerous 
an  enterprise. 


I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  gentlemen,  but  that  your 
conduct,  in  this  Convention,  will  manifest  the  honest  and 
laudable  intentions  of  the  present  adventurers,  whilst  a  con- 
scious blush  confounds  the  wilful  calumniators  and  officious 
detractors  of  our  infant,  and,  as  yet,  little  community. 

Next  to  the  establishment  of  courts  or  tribunals,  as  well 
for  the  punishment  of  publick  offenders,  as  the  recovering 
of  just  debts,  that  of  establishing  and  regulating  a  Militia 
seems  of  the  greatest  importance.  It  is  apparent  that, 
without  some  wise  institution,  respecting  our  mutual  de- 
fence, the  different  towns  or  settlements  are,  every  day, 
exposed  to  the  most  imminent  danger,  and  liable  to  be 
destroyed  at  the  mere  will  of  the  savage  Indians.  No- 
thing, I  am  persuaded,  but  their  entire  ignorance  of  our 
weakness  and  want  of  order,  has,  hitherto,  preserved  us 
from  the  destructive  and  rapacious  hands  of  cruelty,  and 
given  us  an  opportunity,  at  this  time,  of  forming  secure, 
defensive  plans,  to  be  supported  and  carried  into  exe- 
cution by  the  authority  and  sanction  of  a  well-digested 
law. 

There  are  sundry  other  things  highly  worthy  your 
consideration,  and  demand  redress,  such  as  the  wanton 
destruction  of  our  game,  the  only  support  of  life  amongst 
many  of  us,  and  for  want  of  which  the  country  would  be 
abandoned  ere  to-morrow,  and  scarcely  a  probability  re- 
main of  its  ever  becoming  the  habitation  of  any  Christian 
people.  This,  together  with  the  practice  of  many  foreign- 
ers, who  make  a  business  of  hunting  in  our  country,  killing, 
driving  off,  and  lessening  the  number  of  wild  cattle  and 
other  game,  whilst  the  value  of  the  skins  and  furs  is  appro- 
priated to  the  benefit  of  persons  not  concerned  or  interest- 
ed in  our  settlements.  These  are  evils,  I  say,  that  1  am 
convinced  cannot  escape  your  notice  and  attention. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  :  You 
may  assure  yourselves  that  this  new-born  country  is  an 
object  of  the  most  particular  attention  of  the  Proprietors 
here  on  the  spot,  as  well  as  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Mountains,  and  that  they  will  most  cheerfully  concur  in 
every  measure  which  can,  in  the  most  distant  and  remote 
degree,  promote  its  happiness  or  contribute  to  its  gran- 
deur. T>  u 

KicHARD  Henderson. 

May  23,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Calloway,  Mr.  Lythe,  Mr. 
Todd,  Mr.  Dandridge,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Henderson,  be  a 
Committee  to  draw  up  an  answer  to  the  Proprietors' 
Speech. 

May  25,  1775. 

Mr.  Todd  produced  to  the  House  an  Answer  (drawn  up 
by  the  Committee)  to  the  Proprietor's  Speech,  and  being 
approved  of  by  the  Committee, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Har- 
rod,  wait  on  the  Proprietors  with  an  answer  to  their  Ad- 
dress, which  is  as  follows : 
Colonel  Richard  Henderson  and  Company  : 

Gentlemen:  We  received  your  speech  with  minds 
truly  thankful  for  the  care  and  attention  you  express  to- 
wards the  good  people  of  this  infant  country,  whom  we 
represent.  Weil  aware  of  the  confusion  which  would  en- 
sue the  want  of  rules  for  our  conduct  in  life,  and  deeply 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  trust  our 
constituents  have  reposed  in  us,  though  labouring  under  a 
thousand  disadvantages,  which  attend  prescribing  remedies 
for  disorders  which  already  call  for  our  assistance,  as  well 
as  those  that  are  lodged  in  the  womb  of  futurity  ;  yet  the 
task,  arduous  as  it  is,  we  will  attempt  with  vigour,  not  doubt- 
ing but  unanimity  will  ensure  us  success. 

That  we  have  an  absolute  right,  as  a  political  body, 
without  giving  umbrage  to  Great  Britain  or  any  of  the 
Colonies,  to  frame  rules  for  the  government  of  our  little 
society,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  sensible,  unbiased 
mind ;  and,  being  without  the  jurisdiction  of,  and  not  an- 
swerable to,  any  of  His  Majesty's  courts,  the  constituting 
tribunals  of  justice  shall  be  a  matter  of  our  first  contempla- 
tion ;  and,  as  this  will  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest  injpor- 
tance,  we  will  still  keep  in  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
English  laws,  which  happy  pattern  it  shall  be  our  chief 
care  to  copy  after. 

Next  to  the  restraint  of  immorality,  our  attention  shall 
be  directed  towards  the  relief  of  the  injured,  as  well  as  the 
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creditor;  nor  will  we  put  it  into  the  power  of  calumny  and 
scurrility  to  say,  tiiat  our  country  is  an  asylum  for  debtors, 
or  any  disorderly  persons. 

Nor  shall  we  neglect,  by  regulating  a  Militia,  as  well  as 
the  infancy  of  our  country  will  permit,  to  guard  against  the 
hostilities  and  incursions  of  our  savage  enemies,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  cautious  to  preserve  the  game  of  our 
country,  so  essentially  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
first  adventurers. 

Conscious,  gentlemen,  of  your  veracity,  we  cannot  ex- 
press the  satisfaction  we  experience,  that  the  Proprietors  of 
this  promising  Colony  are  so  ready  to  concur  with  us  in 
any  measure  which  may  tend  to  promote  its  happiness 
and  contribute  to  its  grandeur. 

Thomas  Slaughter,  Chairman. 

To  which  Colonel  Henderson  returned  the  following 
Answer: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

From  the  just  sense  of  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  you  by  your  constituents,  and  your  laud- 
able and  truly  patriotick  resolution  of  exerting  your  abili- 
ties in  the  service  of  your  country,  we  derive  the  most 
sanguine  hopes. 

Arduous  as  the  task  is,  every  difficulty  must  give  way  to 
perseverance,  whilst  your  zeal  for  the  publick  good  is  tem- 
pered with  that  moderation  and  unanimity  of  opinion  so 
apparent  in  your  conduct. 

We,  gentlemen,  look  with  infinite  satisfaction  on  this 
liappy  presage  of  the  future  felicity  of  our  infant  country, 
and  hope  to  merit  a  continuation  of  that  confidence  you  are 
pleased  to  express  in  our  veracity  and  good  intentions. 

While  our  transactions  have  credit  for  the  integrity  of 
our  desires,  we  cannot  fail  uniting  with  the  Delegates  of 
the  good  people  of  this  country,  fully  persuaded  that  the 
Proprietors  are  zealously  inclined  to  contribute  every  thing 
in  their  power,  which  may  tend  to  render  it  easy,  prosper- 
ous, and  flourishing.  t>  u 

'  °  KicHARD  Henderson. 

For  himself  and  the  Company. 

On  motion  made,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  have  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  Courts  of  Judica- 
ture, and  regulating  the  practice  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Calloway 
and  Mr.  Henderson,  do  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Douglass,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  Regulating  a  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Harrod,  Mr.  Cocke, 
Mr.  Douglass,  and  Mr.  Hite,  be  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daniel  Boone,  leave  is  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  Preserving  Game,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boone,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Harmon, 
Mr.  Hammond,  and  Mr.  Moore,  be  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  regu- 
lating the  practice  therein,  brought  in  by  the  Committee, 
and  read  by  Mr.  Todd,  and  passed  the  first  time  ;  ordered 
to  be  referred  for  a  second  reading. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  and  Regulating  a  Militia, 
brought  in  by  the  Committee,  read  by  Mr.  Floyd,  ordered 
to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  passed  the  first  time;  ordered  to 
be  referred  for  a  second  reading. 

The  Bill  for  Preserving  Game,  brought  in  by  the  Com- 
mittee, ordered  to  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  read,  and  passed 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  for  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  be  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow, six  o'clock. 

May  26,  1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Robert  McAfee  appointed  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Ordered,  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  bring  John  Guess 
before  this  Convention,  to  answer  for  an  insult  offered  Col- 
onel Richard  Calloway. 

The  Bill  for  Regulating  a  Militia,  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Bill  for  Establishing  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  re- 
gulating the  practice  therein,  read  a  second  time,  ordered 


to  be  recommitted ;  and  that  Mr.  Dandridge,  Mr.  Todd, 
Mr.  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Calloway,  be  a  Committee  to 
take  it  into  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Todd,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  an 
Attachment  Bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Dandridge,  and  Mr. 
Douglass,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Bill  for  Establishing  Writs  of  Attachment,  read  by 
the  Clerk, and  passed  the  first  time;  ordered  to  be  referred 
for  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dandridge,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  tb  ascertain  Clerks'  and  Sheriffs'  Fees. 

The  said  Bill  was  read,  and  passed  the  first  time ;  ordered 
to  be  referred  for  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Todd,  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Todd,  Mr.  Lythc,  Mr.  Douglass,  and  Mr.  Hite,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  draw  up  a  compact  between  the  Proprietors  and 
the  people  of  this  Colony. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lythe,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  Prevent  Profane  Swearing  and  Sabbath  Breaking.  The 
same  was  read  by  the  Clerk  ; 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  Mr.  Lythe, 
Mr.  Todd,  and  Mr.  Harrod,  be  a  Committee  to  make 
amendments. 

Mr.  Guess  was  brought  before  the  Convention,  and 
reprimanded  by  the  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  and  Mr.  Harrod  wait  on  the 
Proprietors,  to  know  what  name  for  this  Colony  would  be 
agreeable. 

Mr.  Todd  and  Mr.  Harrod  reported,  that  it  was  their 
pleasure  that  it  should  be  called  Transylvania. 

The  Bill  for  ascertaining  Clerks'  and  Sheriffs'  Fees,  read 
a  second  time,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Attachment  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

A  Bill  for  Preserving  Game,  read  the  second  time,  and 
passed ;  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  and  that  Mr.  Todd, 
Mr.  Boone,  and  Mr.  Harrod,  be  a  Committee  to  take  it 
into  consideration. 

The  Militia  Bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Todd,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Punishment  of  Criminals. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Dandridge,  and  Mr. 
Lythe,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  regu- 
lating the  practice  therein,  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Boone,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  Improving  the  breed  of  Horses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Boone,  Mr.  Davis,  and  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Bill  for  ascertaining  Clerks' and  Sheriffs'  Fees,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  Writs  of  Attachment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd  have  leave  to 
absent  himself  from  this  House. 

The  Bill  for  the  Punishment  of  Criminals,  brought  in  by 
the  Committee,  read  by  the  Clerk,  passed  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Bill  for  establishing  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  regu- 
lating the  practice  therein,  read  the  third  time  with  amend- 
ments, and  passed. 

The  Bill  for  Improving  the  breed  of  Horses,  brought  in 
by  Captain  Boone,  read  the  first  time,  passed,  and  ordered 
to  be  for  consideration,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  adjourn  until  to-morrow, 
six  o'clock. 

M»y  27, 1775. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Bill  to  Prevent  Profane  Swearing  and  Sabbath 
Breaking,  read  the  second  time,  with  amendments  ;  ordered 
to  be  engrossed. 

The  Bill  for  the  Punishment  of  Criminals,  brought  in 
and  read,  passed  the  second  time ;  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed. 
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The  Bill  for  the  Improvement  of  the  breed  of  Horses 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Nfr.  Harrod,  Mr.  Boone,  and  Mr. 
Cocke,  wait  on  the  Proprietors,  and  beg  they  will  not  in- 
dulge any  person  whatever  in  granting  them  Lands  on  tiie 
present  tern)s,  unless  they  comply  with  the  former  propo- 
sals of  settling  the  country,  &ic. 

On  motion  of  Squire  Boone,  leave  is  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  Preserve  the  Range. 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the  Proprie- 
tors, to  wit: 

To  give  every  possible  satisfaction  to  the  good  people, 
your  constituents,  we  desire  to  exhibit  our  title  deed  from 
the  Aborigines  and  first  owners  of  the  soil  in  Transylvania, 
and  hope  you  will  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  of  the  exhibition 
in  your  journals,  including  the  corners  and  abutments  of  the 
lands  or  country  contained  therein,  so  that  the  boundaries 
of  our  Colony  may  be  known  and  kept  on  record. 

Richard  Henderson. 

Transylvania,  May  27,  1775. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Douglass,  and  Mr. 
Hite,  inform  the  Proprietors  that  their  request  will  be  com- 
plied with. 

To  which  Colonel  Henderson,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
Company,  produced  his  Deed,  which  is  bounded  and  abut- 
ted as  follows,  viz: 

Beginning  on  the  Ohio  River,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Canluckey  Chinoa,  or  what,  by  the  English,  is  called 
Louisa  River;  from  thence  running  up  the  said  river,  and 
the  most  northwardly  branch,  to  the  head  Spring  thereof; 
thence  a  southeast  course  to  the  top  ridge  oi  Powell's 
Mountain  ;  thence  westwardly  along  the  ridge  oi  Powell's 
Mountain,  unto  a  point  from  which  a  northwest  course  will 
strike  or  hit  the  head  Spring,  or  the  most  southwardly 
branch  of  Cumberland  River;  thence  down  the  said  river, 
including  all  its  waters,  to  the  Ohio  River;  thence  up  the 
said  river  to  the  beginning. 

A  Bill  for  Preserving  the  Range,  brought  in  by  the  Com- 
mittee and  read,  passed  the  first  time  ;  ordered  to  be  laid 
by  for  second  consideration. 

The  Bill  to  Prevent  Profane  Swearing  and  Sabbath- 
Breaking,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Calloway  and  Mr.  Cocke  wait  on 
the  Proprietors  with  the  Laws  that  have  passed,  for  their 
perusal  and  approbation. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  the  Compact  be- 
tween the  Proprietors  and  the  People,  brought  in  and  read 
it,  as  follows,  viz : 

Whereas,  it  is  highly  necessary,  for  the  peace  of  the 
Proprietors  and  the  security  of  the  People  of  this  Colony, 
that  the  powers  of  the  one  and  the  liberties  of  the  other 
be  ascertained,  we,  Richard  Henderson,  Nathaniel  Hart, 
and  J.  Luttrell,  on  behalf  of  ourselves,  as  well  as  the 
other  Proprietors  of  the  Colony  of  Transylvania,  of  the 
one  part,  and  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  said 
Colony,  in  Convention  assembled,  of  the  other  part,  do 
most  solemnly  enter  into  the  following  contract  or  agree- 
ment, to  wit: 

1.  That  the  election  of  Delegates  in  this  Colony  be  an- 
nual. 

2.  That  the  Convention  may  adjourn,  and  meet  again 
on  their  own  adjournment:  Provided,  That,  in  cases  of 
great  emergency,  the  Proprietors  may  call  together  the 
Delegates  before  the  time  adjourned  to ;  and,  if  a  majority 
do  not  attend,  they  may  dissolve  them,  and  call  a  new  one. 

3.  That,  to  prevent  dissension  and  delay  of  business, 
one  Proprietor  shall  act  for  the  whole,  or  some  one  dele- 
gated by  them  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  always  reside  in 
the  Colony. 

4.  That  there  be  perfect  religious  freedom  and  general 
toleration:  Provided,  That  tlie  propagators  of  any  doc- 
trine or  tenets,  evidently  tending  to  the  subversion  of  our 
laws,  shall,  for  such  conduct,  be  amenable  to,  and  pu- 
nished by,  the  civil  courts. 

5.  That  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  or  Supreme  Courts 
be  appointed  by  the  Proprietors,  but  be  supported  by  the 
People,  and  to  them  be  answerable  for  their  malconduct. 


6.  That  the  quit-rents  never  exceed  two  shillings,  ster- 
ling, per  hundred  acres. 

7.  That  the  Proprietors  appoint  a  Slieriff,  who  shall  be 
one  of  three  persons  recommended  by  the  Court. 

8.  That  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts  have,  with- 
out fee  or  reward,  the  appointment  of  the  Clerks  of  this 
Colony. 

9.  That  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Courts  be  recom- 
mended by  the  people,  and  approved  by  the  Proprietors, 
and  by  ihem  commissioned. 

10.  That  all  other  civil  and  military  officers  be  within 
the  appointment  of  the  Proprietors. 

11.  That  llie  office  of  Surveyor-General  belong  to  no 
person  interested,  or  a  partner,  in  this  purchase. 

12.  That  the  legislative  authority,  after  the  strength 
and  maturity  of  the  Colony  will  permit,  consist  of  three 
branches,  to  wit:  The  Delegates,  or  Representatives, 
chosen  by  the  people ;  a  Council,  not  exceeding  twelve 
men,  possessed  of  landed  estate,  who  reside  in  the  Colony; 
and  the  Proprietors. 

1.3.  That  nothing,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  Dele- 
gates from  any  town  or  settlement,  shall,  hereafter,  be 
drawn  into  precedent,  but  that  the  number  of  Representa- 
tives shall  be  ascertained  by  law,  when  the  state  of  the 
Colony  will  admit  of  amendment. 

14.  That  the  Land  Office  be  always  open. 

15.  That  commissions  without  profit,  be  granted  with- 
out fee. 

16.  That  the  fees  and  salaries  of  all  officers  appointed 
by  the  Proprietors,  be  settled  and  regulated  by  the  laws  of 
the  country. 

17.  That  the  Convention  have  the  sole  power  of  raising 
and  appropriating  all  publick  moneys,  and  electing  their 
Treasurer. 

18.  That,  for  a  short  time,  till  the  state  of  the  Colony 
will  permit  to  fix  some  place  of  holding  the  Convention, 
which  shall  be  permanent,  the  place  of  meeting  shall  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  Proprietors  and  the  Convention. 

To  the  faithful,  and  religious,  and  perpetual  observance 
of  all  and  every  of  the  above  articles,  the  said  Proprietors, 
on  behalf  of  themselves,  as  well  as  those  absent,  and  tlie 
Chairman  of  the  Convention,  on  behalf  of  them  and  their 
constituents,  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands, 
and  affixed  their  seals,  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Richard  Henderson,      [seal.] 
Nathaniel  Hart,  [seal.] 

J.  Luttrell,  [seal.] ' 

T.  Slaughter,  Chair'n,  [seal.] 

A  Bill  for  Improving  the  breed  of  Horses,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Bill  for  the  Punishment  of  Criminals,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Bill  to  Preserve  the  Range,  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lythe  wait  on  Colonel  Henderson, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Proprietors,  with  the  Bill  for  establish- 
ing Courts  of  Justice,  and  regulating  the  practice  therein. 

The  Bill  to  Preserve  the  Range,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Calloway  wait  on  the  Proprie- 
tors, with  the  Bill  for  Preserving  the  Range. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  of  the  several  Bills,  passed 
into  laws,  be  transmitted  to  every  Settlement  in  this  Colony 
that  is  represented. 

Ordered,  That  the  Delegates  of  Boaneshorough  be  a 
Committee,  to  see  that  all  the  Bills  that  are  passed  be  trans- 
scribed,  in  a  fair  hand,  into  a  book  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Proprietors  be  waited  on  by  the 
Chairman,  acquainting  thern  that  all  the  Bills  are  ready  for 
signing. 

The  following  Bills  this  day  passed  and  signed  by  the 
Proprietors,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  partners,  and 
the  Chairman  of  the  Convention,  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  other  Delegates: 

1.  An  Act  for  establishing  Courts  of  Jurisdiction,  and 
regulating  the  practice  therein. 

2.  An  Act  for  regulating  a  Militia. 

3.  An  Act  for  the  Punishment  of  Criminals. 
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4.  An  Act  to  Prevent  Profane  Swearing  and  Sabbath 
Breaking. 

5.  An  Act  for  Writs  of  Attachment. 

6.  An  Act  for  ascertaining  Clerks'  and  Sheriffs'  Fees. 

7.  An  Act  to  Preserve  the  Range. 

8.  An  Act  for  Improving  tlie  breed  of  Horses. 

9.  An  Act  for  Preserving  Game. 

Ail  the  above-mentioned  Acts  were  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Proprietors,  except  the  Act  for  ascertaing  Clerks' 
and  Sheriffs'  Fees,  wliich  was  omitted,  by  the  Clerk's  not 
giving  it  with  the  rest. 

Ordered,  That,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Delegates,  if 
any  member  be  absent,  and  doth  not  attend,  that  the  peo- 
ple choose  one  to  serve  in  the  room  of  such  absent  member. 

Ordered,  That  the  Convention  be  adjourned  until  the 
first  Thursday  in  September  next,  then  to  meet  at  Boones- 

^   *  Matthew  Jewett,  Clerk. 


MEETING  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  TRANSYLVANIA. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  Transylvania,  held 
at  Oxford,  in  the  County  of  Granville,  on  Monday,  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  Anno  Domini  1775. 

Present:  Colonel  Richard  Henderson,  Colonel  Thomas 
Hart,  Colonel  John  Williams,  Captain  John  Luttrell,  Wil- 
liam Johnston,  James  Hogg,  and  Leonard  H,  Btdlock. 

Colonel  Henderson  being  unanimously  chosen  Presi- 
dent, they  took  into  their  consideration  the  present  state 
of  the  said  Colony,  and  made  the  following  Resolves,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Williams  be  appointed 
Agent  for  the  Transylvania  Company,  to  transact  their 
business  in  the  said  Colony ;  and  he  is  accordingly  in- 
vested with  full  power,  by  letter  of  attorney. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Williams  siial!  proceed  to  Boones- 
borough,  in  the  said  Colony,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  continue 
there  until  the  twelfth  day  of  April  next ;  and  to  be  al- 
lowed, for  his  services,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  Pro- 
clamation money  of  North-Carolina,  out  of  the  profits 
arising  from  the  sale  of  lands,  after  discharging  the  Com- 
pany's present  engagements. 

N.  B.  In  case  the  Settlement  should  be  broken  up  by 
attack  of  Indians,  or  other  enemies,  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  Mr.  PVilliams  to  continue  there  and  execute 
the  trust  reposed  in  him,  it  is  agreed  by  the  Company,  that 
he  shall  still  be  paid  the  above  salary,  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Williams  be  empowered  to  appoint 
one  or  more  Surveyors,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Land 
Office,  for  the  said  Colony,  as  he  may  find  it  necessary. 
Clerks,  Surveyors,  and  Chain-Carriers,  to  be  sworn  before 
they  act. 

Resolved,  In  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, that  Colonel  Richard  Henderson,  Captain  Nathaniel 
Hart,  and  Captain  John  Luttrell,  or  any  one  of  them,  be, 
and  are  hereby,  declared  Agents  for  tlie  said  Company, 
with  the  same  powers  as  are  given  to  Mr.  Williams,  until 
a  new  appointment  shall  be  made  by  the  Proprietors. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agent  shall  not  grant  any  Lands  ad- 
joining salt  springs,  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  or  sulphur 
mines,  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

Resolved,  That  a  reservation  to  the  Proprietors,  of  one- 
half  of  all  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  and  sulphur  mines, 
shall  be  made  by  the  Agent,  at  granting  deeds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agent  shall  take  a  counterpart  of 
all  deeds  granted  by  him,  and  shall  transmit  tliem  to  the 
Proprietors,  residing  in  the  Province  of  North- Carolina, 
to  be  audited,  with  his  other  proceedings,  by  the  Com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  all  surveys  shall  be  made  by  the  four 
cardinal  points,  except  where  rivers  or  mountains  so  inter- 
,  vehe  as  to  render  it  too  inconvenient ;  and  that,  in  all  cases 
where  one  survey  comes  within  the  distance  of  eighty 
poles  from  another,  their  lines  shall  join,  without  excep- 
tion ;  and  that  every  survey  on  navii>able  rivers  shall  ex- 
tend two  poles  out  for  one  pole  along  the  river;  and  that 
each  survey  not  on  navigable  rivers  shall  not  be  above  one- 
third  longer  than  its  width. 

Resolved,  That  a  present  of  two  thousand  acres  of  Land 
be  made  to  Colonel  Daniel  Boone,  with  the  thanks  of  the 


Proprietors,  for  the  signal  services  he  has  rendered  to  the 
Company. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Company  be  pre- 
sented to  Colonel  Richard  Calloway,  for  his  spirited  and 
manly  behaviour  in  behalf  of  the  said  Colony  ;  and  that 
a  present  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  Land  be  made 
to  his  youngest  son. 

Resolved,  That  James  Hogg,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Dele- 
gate to  represent  the  said  Colony  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, now  silting  at  Philadelphia ;  and  that  the  following 
Memorial  be  presented  by  him  to  that  august  body : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting 
at  Philadelphia. 

The  Memorial  for  Richaru  Henderson,  Thomas  Hart, 
John  Williams,  Nathaniel  Hart,  John  Luttrell, 
William  Johnston,  James  Hogg,  David  Hart,  and 
Leonard  Hbnly  Bullock,  Proprietors  of  Transylva- 
nia, sheweth  : 

That,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  March  last,  for  a  large 
and  valuable  consideration,  your  Memorialists  obtained 
from  the  Cherokee  Indians,  assembled  at  Watauga,  a  grant 
of  a  considerable  territory,  now  called  Transylvania,  lying 
on  the  south  side  of  the  liver  Ohio. 

They  will  not  trouble  the  honourable  Congress  with  a 
detail  of  the  risks  and  dangers  to  which  they  have  been 
exposed,  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  itself,  as 
well  as  from  the  wicked  attempts  of  certain  GovernourS 
and  their  emissaries;  they  beg  leave,  only,  to  acquaint 
them,  that,  through  difficulties  and  dangers,  at  a  great  ex- 
pense, and  with  the  blood  of  several  of  their  followers, 
they  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  Colony,  which,  how^ 
ever  mean  in  its  origin,  will,  if  one  may  guess  from  present 
appearances,  be  one  day  considerable  in  America. 

The  Memorialists,  having  made  this  purchase  from  the 
Aborigines  and  immemorial  possessors,  the  sole  and  uncon- 
tested owners  of  the  country,  in  fair  and  open  treaty,  and 
without  the  violation  of  any  British  or  American  law 
whatever,  are  determined  to  give  it  up  only  with  their 
lives.  And,  though  their  country  be  far  removed  from  the 
reach  of  Ministerial  usurpation,  yet  they  cannot  look  with 
indifference  on  the  late  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  British 
Parliament.  If  the  United  Colonies  are  reduced,  or  will 
tamely  submit  to  be  slaves,  Transylvania  will  have  reason 
to  fear. 

The  Memorialists  by  no  means  forget  their  allegiance 
to  their  Sovereign,  wiiose  constitutional  rights  and  pre-emi- 
nences they  will  support,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  They 
flatter  themselves  that  the  addition  of  a  new  Colony,  ia 
so  fair  and  equitable  a  way,  and  without  any  expense  to 
the  Crown,  will  be  acceptable  to  His  Most  Gracious  Ma- 
jesty, and  that  Transylvania  will  soon  be  worthy  of  bis 
Royal  regard  and  protection. 

At  the  same  time,  having  their  hearts  warmed  with  the 
same  noble  spirit  that  animates  the  United  Colonies,  and 
moved  with  indignation  at  the  late  Ministerial  and  Parlia- 
mentary usurpations,  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Transylvania  to  be  considered  by  the  Colonies  as  breth- 
ren, engaged  in  the  same  great  cause  of  liberty  and  of  man- 
kind. And,  as  by  reason  of  several  circumstances,  need- 
less to  be  here  mentioned,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Pro- 
prietors to  call  a  convention  of  the  settlers  in  such  time 
as  to  have  their  concurrence  laid  before  this  Congress,  they 
here  pledge  themselves  for  them,  that  they  will  concur  ia 
the  measure  now  adopted  by  the  Proprietors. 

From  the  generous  plan  of  liberty  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress, and  that  noble  love  of  mankind  which  appears  in  all 
their  proceedings,  the  Memorialists  please  themselves  that 
the  United  Colonies  will  take  the  infant  Colony  of  Tran- 
sylvania into  their  protection ;  and  they,  in  return,  will  do 
every  thing  in  their  power,  and  give  such  assistance  in  the 
general  cause  of  America,  as  the  Congress  shall  judge  to 
be  suitable  to  their  abilities. 

Therefore,  the  Memorialists  hope  and  earnestly  request, 
that  Transylvania  may  be  added  to  the  number  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  that  James  Hogg,  Esq.,  be  received 
as  their  delegate,  and  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress. 
By  order  of  the  Proprietors. 

Richard  Henderson,  President. 
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Resolved,  Thai  Mr.  Hogg  be  empowered  to  treat  and 
contract  with  any  person  or  persons  who  may  incline  to 
purchase  Lands  from  the  Company,  and  tiial  he  be  allowed 
his  expenses  for  transacting  tlie  above  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  united  thanks  of  this  Company  be 
presented  to  Colonel  Richard  Henderson,  Captain  Natha- 
niel Hart,  and  Captain  John  Luttrcll,  for  their  eminent 
services  and  publick  spirited  conduct,  in  settling  the  afore- 
said Colony. 

Resolved,  That  from  this  time  to  the  first  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  Lands  in 
the  said  Colony  shall  be  sold  on  the  following  terms : 

No  survey  of  Land  shall  contain  more  than  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  (except  in  particular  cases ;)  and  the  pur- 
chaser shall  pay  for  entry  and  warrant  of  survey  two  dollars; 
for  surveying  the  same,  and  a  plot  thereof,  four  dollars; 
and  for  the  deed  and  plot  annexed,  two  dollars.  And  also 
shall  pay  to  the  said  Proprietors,  their  Agent,  or  Receiver 
for  the  time  being,  at  the  lime  of  receiving  a  deed,  two 
pounds  ten  shillings  sterling  for  each  hundred  acres  con- 
tained in  such  deed  ;  also,  an  annual  quit-rent  of  two  shil- 
lings, like  money,  for  every  hundred  acres,  commencing  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty. 

And  that  any  person  who  settles  on  the  said  Lands  before 
the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 
venty-six, shall  have  the  privilege,  on  the  aforesaid  con- 
ditions, of  taking  up  for  himself  any  quantity  not  above  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres ;  and  for  each  taxable  person  he 
may  take  with  him,  and  settle  there,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  and  no  more. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Richard  Henderson  survey  and 
lay  off,  within  the  said  Colony,  in  such  places  and  in  such 
quantities  as  he  shall  think  proper,  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred thousand  acres,  hereafter  to  be  equally  divided  amongst 
the  copartners,  or  their  representatives,  according  to  their 
rateable  part,  (as  fully  set  forth  in  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
entered  into  by  the  copartners ;)  and  that  each  copartner 
be  permilted,  by  himself  or  his  deputy,  to  make  choice  of, 
and  survey  in  one  or  more  places,  any  quantity  of  vacant 
Land  in  the  aforesaid  Colony,  for  his  or  their  particular  use; 
but  not  above  two  thousand  acres,  and  that  agreeable  to  the 
aforesaid  rateable  proportions,  unless  on  the  same  terms, 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  laid 
down  for  other  purchasers. 

Resolved,  That  not  more  than  five  thousand  acres  shall 
be  sold  to  any  one  person  who  does  not  immediately  settle 
on  the  said  Land ;  and  that  at  three  pounds  ten  shillings  ster- 
ling per  hundred,  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
acres  in  the  whole  on  these  terms. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agent  deliver  what  money  he  may 
have  received  for  the  sale  of  Lauds  to  Colonel  Thomas  Hart, 
when  he  leaves  the  said  Colony,  and  that  Colonel  Hart 
pay  what  money  may  be  due  from  the  Company  to  the 
people  at  fVatauga  on  his  return ;  and  that  the  remainder 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  Company's  other  debts. 
Also,  that  the  Agent  take  the  first  safe  opportunity  of  remit- 
ting what  further  sums  he  may  receive  thereafter  to  H^'il- 
liam  Johnston,  Treasurer,  to  be  by  him  applied  towards  pay- 
ing off  the  Company's  debts. 

Resolved,  That  William  Johnston  be  impowered  to  bar- 
gain and  contract  with  any  persons  inclining  to  purchase 
Lands  in  the  said  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Johnston  do  in  behalf  of  the  Pro- 
prietors, accommodate  Mr.  Peter  Hay,  merchant,  (at  Cross 
Creek,  Cumberland  County,  North-Carolina,)  with  a  pre- 
sent of  one  thousand  acres  of  Land  in  the  said  Colony,  for 
his  friendly  behaviour  towards  the  Company ;  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  that  Mr.  Hay  be  permitted  to  purchase  ten  thou- 
sand acres,  without  being  obliged  to  settle  the  same,  at  two 
pounds  ten  shillings,  sterling,  per  hundred  acres,  subject  to 
office  fees  and  quit-rents. 

Resolved,  That  a  present  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  Land  be  made  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Henry  Patillo,  on 
condition  that  he  will  settle  in  the  said  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Agent  duly  attend  to  the  above  Re- 
solves, unless  when  the  interest  of  the  Company  makes  the 
contrary  necessary. 

By  order  of  the  Proprietors : 

Richard  Henderson,  President. 


SILAS  DEANE    TO  JAMES  HOGG,  NOVEMBER,  1775. 

At  the  time  of  granting  the  New-England  Charters,  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  had  no  idea  of  any  real  interest  or 
property  in  \\\e  American  lands.  The  Pope,  as  Vicar  of 
Christ,  pretended,  very  early,  to  have  an  absolute  right,  in 
fee  simple,  to  the  earth  and  all  that  was  therein  ;  but  more 
particularly  to  the  countries  and  persons  of  hereticks,  which 
he  constantly  gave  away  among  his  favourites.  When  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain  threw  off  its  submission  to  the 
Pope,  or,  in  other  words,  by  setting  itself  at  the  head  of  the 
Church,  became  Pope  of  Great  Britain,  this  old,  whimsi- 
cally arrogant  nation  was,  in  degree,  restrained;  and  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1579,  most  graciously  gave  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  M  North- America,  horn  the  latitude  34°, 
north  to  48°,  north  ;  and  extending  west  to  the  great  Pa- 
cifick  Ocean ;  to  which  immense  territory  she  had  no  more 
right  or  title  than  she  had  to  the  empire  of  China.  On  Sir 
Walter's  attainder,  this  was  supposed  to  revert  to  the  Crown, 
and  in  1606,  James  I,  in  consequence  of  the  same  prin- 
ciple, granted  the  south  part  of  the  above,  to  a  company 
then  called  the  London  Company;  and,  in  1620,  granted 
the  northernmost  part  to  a  company  called  the  Plymouth 
Company,  containing  within  its  bounds  all  the  lands  from 
40°  to  45°  north  latitude,  and  west  to  the  South-Seas. 
This  company  granted,  1631,  to  certain  persons,  that  tract 
described  in  this  charter,  which  you  will  see  was  very  libe- 
ral, and  rendered  them  (as  in  reality  they  were)  indepen- 
dent of  the  Crown  for  holding  their  lands ;  they  having,  at 
their  own  expense,  purchased  or  conquered  them  from  the 
natives,  the  original  and  sole  owners. 

The  settlement  of  Connecticut  began  in  1634,  when  they 
came  into  a  voluntary  compact  of  government,  and  governed 
under  it,  until  their  charter,  in  1662,  without  any  difficulty. 
They  were  never  fond  of  making  many  laws;  nor  is  it  good 
policy  in  any  State,  but  the  worst  of  all  in  a  new  one.  The 
laws,  or  similar  ones  to  those  which  I  have  turned  down  to, 
are  necessary  in  a  new  Colony,  in  which  the  highest  wis- 
dom is  to  increase,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  inhabitants,  and 
at  the  satne  time  to  regulate  them  well. 

The  first  is  to  secure  the  general  and  inalienable  rights 
of  man  to  the  settlers:  without  this,  no  inhabitants,  worth 
having,  will  adventure.  This,  therefore,  requires  the  closest 
and  earliest  attention. 

Next  to  this,  is  the  mode  or  rule  by  which  civil  actions 
may  be  brought,  or  the  surest  ways  and  means  by  which 
every  individual  may  obtain  his  rigl)t. 

Then  a  provision  for  the  safety  of  the  community  against 
high  handed  offenders,  house  breakers,  &ic. 

There  are  two  ways  of  regulating  a  community ;  one 
by  correcting  every  offender,  and  the  other  to  prevent  the 
offence  itself;  to  effect  the  latter,  education  must  be  attend- 
ed to  as  a  matter  of  more  importance  than  all  the  laws  which 
can  be  framed,  as  it  is  better  to  be  able  to  prevent  than, 
after,  to  correct  a  disease. 

Peace  officers  will  be  necessary,  and  these  ought  to  be 
chosen  by  the  people,  for  the  people  are  more  engaged  to 
support  an  officer  of  their  own  in  the  execution  of  his  trust, 
than  they  will  ever  be  in  supporting  one  forced  upon  them. 

Some  regulation  of  civil  courts  ought  early  to  be  made; 
the  most  simple  and  least  expensive  is  best;  an  honest 
judge  will  support  his  dignity  without  a  large  salary,  and  a 
dishonest  one  can  have  no  real  dignity  at  any  rate.  The 
General  Assembly  must  be  the  sufireme  fountain  of  power 
in  such  a  state,  in  constituting  which,  every  free  man  ought 
to  have  his  voice.  The  elections  should  be  frequent,  at 
least  annually;  and  to  this  body  every  officer  ought  to  be 
amenable  for  his  conduct. 

Every  impediment  in  the  way  of  increase  of  people 
should  be  removed — of  course,  marriage  must  be  made 
easy. 

Overgrown  estates  are  generally  the  consequence  of  an 
unequal  division  of  interest,  left  by  a  subject  at  his  decease. 
This  is  prevented  by  an  equal,  or  nearly  equal  riglu  of  in- 
heritance. This  has  taken  place  in  all  the  New-England 
Colonies,  and  in  Pennsylvania,  to  their  great  emolument. 

All  fees  of  office  ought  to  be  stated  and  known,  and  they 
should  be  stated  as  low  as  possible. 

Some  crimes  are  so  dangerous  in  their  tendency,  that 
capital  punishments  are  necessary;  the  fewer  of  these,  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  of  the  State,  the  better. 
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There  ought  to  be  some  terms  on  which  a  man  becomes 
free  of  the  community.  They  should  be  easy  and  simple ; 
and  every  one  encouraged  lo  qualify  iiimself,  in  character 
and  interest,  to  comply  with  them  ;  and  these  terms  should 
be  calculated  to  bind  the  person  in  the  strongest  manner, 
and  engage  him  in  its  interest. 

A  new  Colony,  in  the  first  place,  should  be  divided  into 
small  townships  or  districts,  each  of  which  ought  to  be  em- 
powered to  regulate  their  own  internal  affairs ;  and  to  have 
and  enjoy  every  liberty  and  privilege  not  inconsistent  with 
the  good  of  the  whole. 

Tenure  of  lands  is  a  capital  object,  and  so  is  the  mode 
of  taking  out  grants  for,  and  laying  them  out.  If  indivi- 
duals are  permitted  to  engross  large  tracts,  and  lay  them 
out  as  they  please,  the  population  of  the  country  will  be 
retarded. 

Precarious  must  be  the  possession  of  the  finest  country 
in  the  world,  if  the  inhabitants  have  not  the  means  and  skill 
of  defending  it.  A  militia  regulation  must,  therefore,  in  all 
prudent  policy,  be  one  of  the  first. 

Though  entire  liberty  of  conscience  ought  every  where 
to  be  allowed,  yet  the  keeping  up  among  a  people,  a  regu- 
lar and  stated  course  of  Divine  worship,  has  such  beneficial 
effects,  that  the  encouragement  thereof  deserves  the  parti- 
cular attention  of  the  magistrate. 

Forms  of  oaths  are  ever  best,  as  they  are  concise,  and 
carry  with  them  a  solemn  simplicity  of  appeal  to  the  Di- 
vine Being ;  and  to  preserve  their  force,  care  should  be  had 
to  avoid  too  frequent  a  repetition  of  them,  and  on  ordinary 
occasions. 

The  preservation  of  the  peace,  being  the  capital  object 
of  government,  no  man  should  be  permitted,  on  any  occa- 
sion, to  be  the  avenger  of  the  wrongs  he  has,  or  conceives 
he  has,  received ;  but,  if  possible,  every  one  should  be 
brought  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  law  of  the  country 
in  every  private,  as  well  as  publick  injury. 

Providing  for  the  poor  is  an  act  of  humanity;  but  to  pre- 
vent their  being  numerous  and  burdensome  to  the  society 
is  at  once  humane,  and  an  act  of  the  highest  and  soundest 
policy;  and  to  effect  it,  the  education  of  children,  and  the 
manners  of  the  lower  orders  are  constantly  to  be  attend- 
ed to. 

As,  in  a  well  ordered  government,  every  one's  person 
and  property  should  be  equally  secure,  so  each  should  pay 
equally,  or  on  the  same  scale,  for  the  expenses  in  support- 
ing the  same. 

In  a  new  and  wild  country,  it  will  be  deemed,  perhaps, 
impossible  to  erect  schools ;  but  the  consequences  are  so 
great  and  lasting,  that  every  difficulty  ought  to  be  encoun- 
tered rather  than  give  up  so  necessary,  so  important  an  insti- 
tution. A  school  will  secure  the  morals  and  manners,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  tend  to  collect  people  together  in  society, 
and  promote  and  preserve  civilization. 

The  throwing  a  country  into  towns,  and  allowing  these 
towns  particular  privileges,  like  corporations  in  England 
or  America,  tends  to  unite  the  people,  and,  as  in  the  least 
family  there  is,  generally,  the  best  economy,  so  these  towns 
will  conduct  the  internal  and  doinestick  prudentials  better 
than  larger  bodies,  and  give  strength,  soundness  and  soli- 
dity to  the  basis  of  the  State. 

Sir:  You  have,  in  the  foregoing,  the  outlines  of  the 
policy  of  the  Connecticut  Government,  in  as  concise  a  view 
as  1  could ;  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  which  will, 
1  conceive,  apply  to  any  new  State ;  and  the  sooner  they 
are  applied  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  health  and  pros- 
perity of  the  rising  community. 

An  equal  and  certain  security  of  life,  liberty  and  pro- 
perty ;  an  equal  share  in  the  rights  of  legislation,  and  an 
equal  distribution  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  society ; 
with  an  early  attention  to  the  principles,  morals  and  man- 
ners of  the  whole,  are  tlie  great  first  principles  of  a  good 
government,  and  these  well  fixed,  lesser  matters  will  easily 
and  advantageously  adjust,  as  I  may  say,  themselves.  I  am 
far  from  thinking  our  system  is  entirely  fit  for  you,  in  every 
point.  It  has  grown  up  and  enlarged  itself,  as  we  have 
grown.  Its  principal  features  are  worth  your  attending  to  ; 
and,  if  1  had  leisure,  would  point  out,  more  particularly, 
which  part  I  think  you  might  adopt  immediately,  what  ad- 
ditions are  necessary,  and  why  some  parts  should  be  reject- 
ed. But  I  will,  if  possible,  give  you,  after  your  perusal  of 
this,  the  general  heads  of  what,  from  my  little  reading  and 


observation,   I   think  to  be  the  most  simple,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  best  plan  of  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  S.  Deane. 

Thursday  Morning,  November  2,  1775. 

Two  laws,  I  see,  I  have  run  over  without  noting  upon : 
the  one  is,  for  punishing  vagabonds,  by  setting  them  to 
hard  labour.  The  other,  for  the  punishment  of  theft, 
which  you  may  think  too  light,  but  I  think  too  severe ;  or, 
in  other  words,  I  would  avoid  infamous  punishments,  such 
as  cropping,  branding,  whipping,  &,c.,  and  substitute  hard 
labour  in  their  stead. 

COLONEL  WILLIAMS,  AT  BOONESBOROUGH,  TO  THE  PRO- 
PRIETORS. 

Booneiborough,  January  3,  1775. 
Gentlemen:  In  my  last,  of  the  27th  instant,  1  pro- 
mised in  my  next,  a  more  circumstantial  account  than  I 
was  capable  then  of  giving,  under  the  confused  situation  of 
mind  I  was  then  in,  occasioned  by  the  unhappy  catastro- 
phe of  my  brother's  death,  which  happened  but  a  few 
hours  before  that.  To  comply  in  some  measure  with  that 
promise,  and  to  discharge  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me,  as 
well  as  the  promptitude  of  mind  I  feel  to  discharge  that 
duty,  I  cheerfully  enter  on  the  task,  and  endeavour  to  ren- 
der some  account  of  what  I  have  been  after  since  my  arri- 
val at  this  place,  now  upwards  of  a  month  since ;  and  as 
the  primitive  intention  of  sending  me  to  Transylvania  was 
to  establish  a  Land  Office,  appoint  the  necessary  officers  to 
the  said  office,  surveyors,  &.c.,  upon  the  best  footing  in  my 
power,  and  to  make  sale  of  the  lands  within  the  said  Co- 
lony, upon  such  terms  as  might  be  most  advantageous  to 
the  Proprietors  and  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
my  first  step  was  to  fall  on  some  method  of  appointing  a 
person  to  the  office  of  surveyor,  who  should  give  general 
satisfaction  to  the  people  ;  I  thought  none  more  likely  to 
do  so,  than  calling  a  convention  and  taking  their  recom- 
mendation for  the  person  who  I  would  appoint.  From  the 
dispersed  situation  of  the  people,  and  the  extreme  badness 
of  the  weather,  we  failed  in  convening  a  majority ;  how- 
ever, 1  took  the  sense  of  those  who  appeared,  and  who 
unanimously  recommended  Colonel  John  Floyd,  a  gentle- 
man generally  esteemed,  and  I  am  persuaded,  truly  worthy, 
and  hitn  I  have  commissioned  surveyor  of  the  Colony  at 
present,  though,  perhaps,  it  may  be  advisable,  at  a  future 
day,  to  divide  the  Colony  into  two  districts,  and  to  appoint 
another  surveyor  to  one  of  the  districts.  The  Entering 
Office  I  have  disposed  of  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Henderton,  and 
the  Secretary's  to  Mr.  Richard  Harrison;  though,  upon 
consideration,  I  have  thought  that  the  numerous  incidental 
expenses  were  so  great  that  some  way  ought  to  be  fallen 
upon  to  defray  them  without  breaking  in  upon  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  lands,  and  that  the  two  dollars 
for  entering,  &ic.,  and  the  other  two  for  filling  up  the  deeds, 
counterparts,  annexing  seals  and  plots,  &lc.,  was  more 
money  than  the  services  of  those  offices  absolutely  requir- 
ed; 1,  therefore,  have  reserved  out  of  each  office,  one 
dollar,  to  answer  the  purpose  of  defraying  those  extraordi- 
nary expenses;  and  the  offices  are  left  well  worth  the  accept- 
ance of  persons  capable  of  filling  them  with  credit.  The 
number  of  entries  on  our  book  is  now  upwards  of  nine 
hundred,  great  part  of  which  was  made  before  I  came  to 
this  place,  when  people  could  make  entries  without  money, 
and  without  price ;  the  country  abounded  with  land-mon- 
gers ;  since  there  is  two  dollars  exacted  on  the  entry  made, 
people  are  not  quite  so  keen,  though  I  make  no  doubt  but 
all  who  can  comply  with  the  terms  will  endeavour  to  save 
tlieir  lands ;  and  as  many  people  who  have  got  entry  on  the 
book,  are  now  out  of  the  country,  and  cannot  possibly  pay 
up  the  entry  money  immediately,  I  have  thought  proper 
to  advertise,  that  every  person  who  has  made  entry  on  the 
book,  and  paid  no  money,  that  they  come  in  and  pay  up 
the  entrance  money  by  the  first  of  April,  and  take  out 
their  warrants  of  survey,  or  their  several  entries  will,  after 
that  time,  be  considered  as  vacated,  and  liable  to  be  entered 
by  any  other  person  whatever.  The  surveyors  have  now 
began  to  survey,  and  some  few  people  have  been  desirous 
of  getting  out  their  deeds  immediately;  but  they  generally 
complain  of  a  great  scarcity  of  money,  and  doubt  their 
being  able  to  take  their  deeds  before  next  June,  or  even 
before  next  fall ;  though  in  a  general  way,  people  seem  to 
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be  well  reconciled  to  the  terms,  and  desirous  to  take  upon 
tlicii),  except  some  few,  whom  1  have  been  obliged  to  tam- 
per with,  and  a  small  party  about  Ilarrodshurgh,  who,  it 
seems,  have  been  entering  into  a  confederacy  not  to  hold 
lauds  on  any  oilier  terms  than  liiose  of  the  first  year.  As 
this  parly  is  composed  of  people,  iu  general,  of  small  con- 
sequence, and  1  have  taken  some  steps  to  remove  some  of 
their  principal  objections,  I  make  no  doubt  but  to  do  all 
tlial  awa}  ;  and  for  that  purpose  have  formed  a  design  of 
removing  myself,  wiih  the  office,  to  Harrodsburgh,  some 
time  in  February  next,  unless  1  should  find,  from  a  trip  1 
purpose  immediately  taken  there,  that  I  cannot  do  it  with 
safety.  The  principal  man,  I  am  told,  at  the  head  of  this 
confederacy,  is  one  HUe;  and  him  I  make  no  doubt  but  to 
convince  he  is  in  an  error.  Among  other  things,  one  of  the 
great  complaints  was,  that  the  Proprietors,  and  a  few  gen- 
tlemen, had  engrossed  all  the  land  at  and  near  the  Falls  of 
the  Ohio,  which  circumstance  I  found  roused  the  attention 
of  a  number  of  people  of  note  ;  1,  therefore,  found  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  putting  a  stop  to  all  clamours  of  that 
kind,  by  declaring  that  1  would  grant  no  large  bodies  of  land 
to  any  person  whatever,  which  lay  contiguous  to  the  Falls ; 
which  I  have  done  in  a  solemn  manner.  This  I  am  far 
from  thinking  will  be  injurious  to  the  Proprietors,  but  quite 
the  reverse;  and  a  circumstance  which  will  render  more 
general  satisfaction,  and  be  of  as  much  utility  to  the  Colo- 
ny, as  any  step  heretofore  taken.  You  will  observe  that  I 
am  going  on  to  justify  the  measure,  before  1  inform  you 
what  it  is.  But  to  be  brief,  it  is  this :  the  Falls,  it  is  certain, 
is  a  place  which,  from  ils  situation,  must  be  the  most  con- 
siderable mart  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  the  lands  around 
are  generally  rich  and  fertile,  and  most  agreeably  situated ; 
which  had  occasioned  many  people  to  fix  their  affections 
on  that  place.  Many  applications  have  been  made  for 
large  grants,  at  and  about  that  place,  and  refused.  Since 
which,  twenty  thousand  acres,  and  upwards,  have  been  en- 
tered there  for  the  Company;  forty  thousand  or  fifty  thou- 
sand more,  in  large  tracts,  by  a  few  other  gentlemen;  a 
partiality  was  complained  of;  a  general  murmuring  ensued. 
Upon  considering  the  matter,  1  thouglit  it  unjust ;  1  thought 
it  a  disadvantage  to  the  partners  in  general;  and  that  some 
step  ought  to  be  taken  to  pacify  the  minds  of  the  people. 
I,  therelbre,  entered  into  a  resolution  that  I  would  grant  to 
no  one  man  living,  within  a  certain  distance  of  the  Falls, 
more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  that  to  be  set- 
tled and  improved  in  a  certain  space  of  time,  under  the 
penalty  of  forfeiture;  that  every  person  who  had  more  en- 
tered than  one  thousand  acres,  might  retain  his  one  thou- 
sand out  of  which  spot  he  pleased  ;  that  the  several  officers, 
who  have  claims  there,  may  each,  on  application  and  com- 
plying with  our  terms,  be  entitled  to  a  one  thousand  within 
his  survey.  That  a  town  be  immediately  laid  out,  and  a 
lot  reserved  to  each  proprietor,  and  then  the  first  settlers 
to  take  the  lots  they  may  choose,  enter,  and  improve ; 
which  improvement  must  be  done  in  a  certain  limited  time, 
or  the  lot  forfeited,  and  again  to  be  sold,  &ic.  These  pro- 
posals seem  to  have  given  general  satisfaction,  and  every 
one  who  had  entered  large  quantities,  within  these  limits, 
gives  it  up  with  the  greatest  alacrity;  and  I  am  in  hopes  it 
will  meet  the  general  approbation  of  the  Company;  if  so, 
I  shall  be  happy;  if  not,  i  shall  be  very  sorry,  though  the 
necessity  must  justify  the  measure.  The  Falls  of  Ohio  is 
a  place,  of  all  others,  within  tiie  Colony,  will  admit  of  a 
town,  which,  from  its  particular  situation,  will  immediately 
become  populous  and  flourishing ;  tiie  land  contiguous  there- 
to rich  and  fertile,  and  where  a  great  number  of  gentlemen 
will  most  certainly  settle,  and  be  the  support  and  protec- 
tion of  a  town  at  that  place ;  a  i)lace  wliich  should  meet 
with  every  encouragement,  to  settle  and  strengthen,  inas- 
much as  it  will,  most  certainly,  be  the  terrour  of  our  savage 
enemies,  the  Kickeboos  Indians,  wiio  border  more  nearly  on 
that  place  than  any  other  pan  of  the  Colony;  and  as  1  think 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  tlie  aforesaid  pioposed  town,  at 
the  Falls,  to  be  laid  off  the  ensuing  Spring,  if  I  find  it  prac- 
ticable, to  raise  a  party  about  the  1st  of  March,  and  go  down 
and  lay  out  the  town  and  slake  it  off;  though  this  will,  in 
a  great  measure,  depend  upon  the  future  tranquillity  of  our 
situation,  between  this  and  then,  for  I  assure  you  the  little 
attack  niade  upon  us  by  tlie  Indians,  the  23d  of  last  month, 
has  made  many  people,  who  are  ashamed  to  confess  them- 
selves afraid,  find  out  that  their  affairs  on  your  side  the 


mountains  will  not  dispense  with  their  staying  here  any 
longer  at  present ;  and  I  am  well  convinced,  once  they  get 
there,  that  every  alarm,  instead  of  precipitating,  will  pro- 
crastinate their  return.  When  I  mention  the  little  attack 
made  on  the  23d  of  last  month,  in  this  cursory  manner,  it 
is  because  1  have,  heretofore,  sent  you  a  particular  account 
of  that  massacre,  in  a  letter  of  the  27th  ult.  Though  as 
that  letter  may  fail,  and  not  get  to  hand,  I  will  now  endea- 
vour to  briefly  relate  the  circumstances. 

On  Saturday,  about  noon,  being  the  23d,  Colonel  Cam])' 
hell,  with  a  couple  of  lads,  {Sanders  and  McQttinncy,)  went 
across  the  river.  On  the  opposite  bank  they  parted.  Camp- 
bell went  up  the  river,  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  look 
up  a  bottom.  The  two  lads,  without  a  gun,  went  straight 
up  the  hill.  About  ten  minutes  after  they  parted,  a  gun 
and  a  cry  of  distress  was  heard,  and  the  alarm  given  that 
the  Indians  had  shot  Colonel  Campbell.  We  made  to  his 
assistance.  He  came  running  to  the  landing,  with  one  shoe 
off,  and  said  he  was  fired  on  by  a  couple  of  Indians.  A 
party  of  men  was  immediately  despatched,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Boone,  who  went  out,  but  could  make 
no  other  discovery  than  two  moccasin  tracks,  whether  /n- 
dian's  or  not,  could  not  be  determined.  We  had  at  that 
lime,  over  the  river,  hunting,  inc.,  ten  or  a  dozen  men,  in 
different  parties — part,  or  all  of  whom,  we  expected  to  be 
killed,  if  what  Colonel  Campbell  said  was  true  ;  but  that,  by 
many,  was  doubted.  Night  came  on  ;  several  of  the  hun- 
ters returned,  but  had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  Indians, 
nor  yet  of  the  two  lads.  We  continued  in  this  state  of 
suspense  till  fVednesday,  when  a  party  of  men  sent  out  to 
make  search  for  them,  found  Mci^uimiey,  killed  and  scalp- 
ed, in  a  corn-field,  at  about  three  miles  distance  from  town, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  Sanders  could  not  be 
found,  nor  has  he  yet  been  heard  of.  On  Thiirsdau,  a 
ranging  party  of  fifteen  men,  under  the  command  of  Jes$e 
Benton,  was  despatched  to  scour  the  woods,  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  round,  and  see  if  any  further  discovery  could 
be  made.  To  those  men  we  gave  two  shillings  per  day, 
and  five  pounds  for  every  scalp  they  should  produce.  After 
they  went  out,  our  hunters  returned,  one  at  a  time,  till 
they  all  came  in  safe,  Sanders  excepted,  who  no  doubt  has 
shared  McQ^tiinney's  fate. 

On  Sunday,  the  3 1st  day  of  the  month,  our  rangers 
returned,  without  doing  any  thing  more  than  convincing 
themselves  that  the  Indians  had,  immediately  on  doing 
the  murder,  ran  off  for  northward,  as  they  discovered  their 
tracks  thirty  or  forty  miles  towards  the  Ohio  making  that 
way. 

On  the  above  massacre  being  committed,  we  began  to 
doubt  that  there  was  a  body  of  Indians  about,  who  intend- 
ed committing  outrage  on  our  inhabitants.  However,  we 
are  perfectly  satisfied  since,  that  their  number  was  only 
six  or  seven  men,  who  setoff  from  the  Shawanee  town  be- 
fore the  treaty  at  Fort-Pitt,  with  an  intent,  as  they  termed 
it,  to  take  a  look  at  the  white  people  on  Kentucky ;  and 
King  Cornstalk,  at  the  treaty,  informed  the  Commission- 
ers on  this,  and  said,  for  the  conduct  of  these  men,  before 
they  returned,  he  could  not  be  responsible,  for  that  he  did 
not  know  but  that  they  might  do  some  mischief,  and  that 
if  any  of  them  should  get  killed  by  the  whites,  he  should 
take  no  notice  at  all  of  it.  For  this,  we  have  undoubted 
authority,  and  do  not,  at  present,  think  ourselves  in  any 
greater  danger  here  than  if  the  above  massacre  had  not 
have  been  committed. 

Another  circumstance  i?,  that  our  ammunition  grows 
scant.  I  do  not  think  there  is  enough  to  supply  this  place 
itil  the  last  of  March,  supposing  we  should  we  have  no 
occasion  of  any  to  repulse  an  enemy.  If  we  should,  God 
only  knows  how  long  it  will  last.  If  any  powder  can  pos- 
sibly be  procured,  it  would  certainly  be  advisable  to  do  it ; 
if  not,  some  person  who  can  manufacture  the  materials  we 
have  on  the  way,  for  the  purpose  of  making  powder". 
Most  part  of  those  are  at  the  block  house,  or  at  least  with- 
in two  or  three  miles  of  that — the  rest  in  Poife?/**  Valley. 
Those  (if  we  had  any  person  who  knew  how  properly  to 
manufacture  them  into  gunpowder)  it  would  be  necessary 
to  have  at  this  place.  We  have  no  such  person,  and  of 
course  they  would  be  of  but  little  service  here.  Notwith- 
standing, I  should  have  sent  for  them  before  now ;  but 
people  here  expect  the  most  exorbitant  wages  for  trivial 
services.     Not  less  than  a  dollar  a  day  will  do  for  any 
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thing,  which  will  prevent  my  sending  till  I  find  the  neces- 
sity greater,  or  men  to  be  hired  cheaper. 

PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Philadelphia,  January  3,  1776. 

Your  several  letters  of  the  3d,  5th,  6tli,  14th,  17th,  and 
19th  of  December,  with  the  enclosures,  being  duly  received, 
were  laid  before  Congress.  The  multi|)licity  of  important 
business  which  engaged  their  attention,  prevented  them 
from  paying  an  earlier  attention  to  the  matters  therein  con- 
tained. 

The  enclosed  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honour  of 

transmitting  you,  will  serve  to  show  the  sense  of  Congress 

in  answer  to  your  letters ;  to  which,  from  your  zeal  and 

attachment  to  the  cause  of  your  country,  the  Congress 

have  the  firmest  confidence  you  will  pay  all  due  regard. 

1  am,  &c.,  J         „  Ti      •  I 

John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stirling. 


LANCASTER    (PENNSYLVANIA)     COMMITTEE    TO    PRESIDENT 
HANCOCK. 

Lancaster,  January  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  LjDin^«<on,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regi- 
ment, and  Lieutenant  Anslruther,  of  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, having  come  to  this  town  on  the  evening  of  the  1st 
inst.,  under  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Michael  Connolly,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  of  this  County  appointed  three 
gentlemen  of  their  body  to  take  their  parole,  according  to 
the  directions  received  from  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  and  your  letter  of  the  18ih  December  last.  We 
now  enclose  the  same  to  you. 

The  Committee  are  extremely  desirous  of  receiving  the 
orders  of  Congress,  respecting  the  matters  referred  to  their 
decision  in  our  letter  by  Captain  Mottc.  It  has  been  found 
absolutely  impossible  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  this  Borough,  unless  some  regulations  were  made  for  the 
soldiers  who  are  prisoners  here.  We  have  accordingly  di- 
rected some,  a  copy  of  which  we  now  transmit  to  you. 
Since  that  time,  we  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  Sergeant  and  twelve  Privates,  to  mount  guard  at 
our  publick  magazine  every  evening.  They  patrole  the 
street  every  two  hours  in  the  night,  to  prevent  disorder, 
and  to  carry  the  Committee  regulations  into  execution. 
We  hope,  in  this  instance,  our  conduct  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  and  most  bumble  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

J.  Yeates,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

recommendation  of  committee  or  safety. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  January  3,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  and  this  Board, 
this  Committee  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  to  be  recommended  to  Congress  as  proper  per- 
sons to  be  appointed  Field-Officers  for  the  four  Battalions 
DOW  to  be  raised,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
agreed  upon,  and  now  recommended  to  the  honourable 
Congress,  as  suitable  to  fill  the  offices  of  Majors,  viz: 
George  Nagle,  Joseph  Wood,  Henry  Bicker,  Nicholas 
Haussigcr,  Caleb  Parry,  John  Beatty,  John  Macpherson, 
Jnmes  Ross. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 

JOSEPH   HALLETT  TO  JOHN  McKESSON. 

Newark,  January  3,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  I,  this  afternoon,  received  your  favour  of 
the  30th  December.  I  should  immediately  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  notwith- 
standing the  circumstances  of  my  family  makes  it  exceed- 
ingly difficult  for  me  to  leave  them,  was  I  well.  I  have 
kept  house  upwards  of  three  weeks,  and,  at  this  time,  I 
am  not  able  to  wear  my  shoes.  Was  I  in  town,  I  could 
not  probably  attend  the  Committee.  It  gives  me  pain  to 
hear  there  is  so  much  difficulty  in  getting  a  quorum,  to  do 
business,  in  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety. 

My  account  of  the  flour,  shipped  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  iy.  36 


tinental  Army,  is  made  out.  I  should  have  delivered  it 
when  I  was  last  in  town,  with  the  account  of  the  cargo 
and  disbursements  of  the  sloop  Bishop  of  Landaff,  but 
was  not  able  to  get  in  all  the  bills  of  the  latter.  I  have 
ordered  my  clerk,  Mr.  John  Lawrence,  to  deliver  the  ac- 
count of  the  flour  to  Colonel  McDougall,  or  to  you.  As 
soon  as  I  am  able,  I  intend  to  be  with  you. 
I  am  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Hallett. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 

NEW-YORK  committee  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

New. York,  January  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  it  is  an  object  of  great  moment  with  us,  as 
well  as  the  Continental  Congress,  to  have  the  important 
pass,  on  Hudson's  river,  properly  secured  and  fortified,  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  furnish  them  with  all  possible  informa- 
tion on  the  subject.  For  this  purpose,  we  find  Mr.  Ro- 
mans, the  Engineer,  employed  in  that  department,  who  is 
prepared  to  lay  before  the  Congress  his  drafts,  with  the 
necessary  information. 

We  beg  leave  to  mention,  that  the  place  at  which  the 
works  are  to  be  erected,  was  fixed  before  Mr.  Romans  was 
employed  in  the  service ;  and,  from  his  ideas  of  the  matter, 
that  place  cannot  be  rendered  sufficiently  secure  for  a  lodg- 
ment of  troops,  and  to  answer  the  end  of  a  fortified  pass, 
without  more  expense  than  our  Commissioners,  appointed 
to  superintend  that  business,  think  prudent ;  besides  which, 
they  observe  that  his  scheme  cannot  be  completely  exe- 
cuted, with  the  despatch  the  service  may  require. 

Mr.  Palmer,  in  conjunction  with  the  resolve  of  the 
Commitee,  appointed  by  our  Congress  to  remove  the  diffi- 
culties occasioned  by  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
Commissioners  and  Engineer,  has,  doubtless,  pointed  out 
to  Congress  certain  places  on  the  river  which  would  better 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  temporary  defence,  and  at  much 
less  expense  than  will  necessarily  attend  the  execution  of 
Mr.  Romans's  scheme.  We  are  fully  of  opinion,  that  the 
places  in  Mr.  Palmer's  proposal  ought,  by  all  means,  to 
be  covered  with  fortifications,  that  will  cost  but  little,  and 
command  two  considerable  reaches  of  the  river.  We,  at 
the  same  time,  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
how  far  the  completion  of  the  fortifications,  already  begun, 
ought  to  be  carried  on,  either  upon  Mr.  Romans's  plan,  or 
that  which  has,  doubtless,  been  proposed  by  Mr.  Palmer, 
as  the  sense  of  our  Committee  who  were  sent  to  view  the 
work. 

We  hope  this  application,  while  Mr.  Palmer  is  attending 
on  the  Congress,  will  not  be  construed  to  his  disadvantage. 
Had  we  been  possessed  of  Mr.  Romans's  plan,  in  its  pre- 
sent complete  state,  and  had  he  been  in  town  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Palmer's  departure,  we  should  have  required  his 
accompanying  that  gentleman.  As  there  is  some  prospect 
that  Mr.  Romans  may  reach  Philadelphia  before  the  plan 
of  fortification  is  finally  determined  by  Congress,  we  should 
think  ourselves  inexcusable  in  withholding  from  them  any 
means  for  enabling  them  to  determine  so  important  a  mat- 
ter, on  the  best  lights  in  our  power  to  furnish. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman.  '-* 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Continental  Con- 


gress. 


petition  of  GEORGE  COFFIN. 


Iff 


To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  Neatv; 
York: 

The  Petition  of  George  Coffin,  cfthe  Island  of  Nan-' 
tucket,  humbly  showcth : 
That  your  Petitioner,  as  well  as  his  neighbours  of  said 
Island,  being  in  great  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  did,  in  conjunction  with  Mv.  Abraham  H.  Van  Vleek, 
of  the  city  o(  New- York,  load  a  vessel,  in  said  city,  with 
provisions  for  the  Island  above-mentioned,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  a  resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. And,  although  the  said  provisions  were,  bona  fide, 
intended  for  said  Island,  and  there  landed,  agreeable  lo  the 
express  orders  of  the  said  Abraham  H.  Van  Vleek,  which 
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orders  were,  "  to  go  out  by  the  HooTc,  and  carefully  avoid 
ail  men-of-war  and  tenders,"  (and  wiiicli  were  punctually 
complied  with  by  your  Petitioner,)  yet  as  loading  and  car- 
rying the  said  provisions  was  contrary  to  the  aforesaid  re- 
solve, as  also  to  the  intention  of  your  honourable  House, 
and  tiie  sentiments  of  the  good  jjeople  of  this  Colony,  and 
America  in  general,  your  Petitioner  is  truly  sensible  of  his 
crime  in  so  doing,  and  sincerely  promises  not  to  act,  or  do 
any  thing,  in  future,  in  violation  of  the  said  resolve,  or  any 
resolves  of  their  or  your  honourable  Houses;  and  humbly 
asks  the  pardon  of  all  his  countrymen  for  this,  his  first 
offence,  which  he  hopes  may  be  granted,  and  that  he  may 
be  restored  to  their  favour  again,  and  have  liberty  to  pass 
unmolested  about  his  employments.  And  your  Petitioner 
will  ever  pray.  ^^^^^^  Coffin. 

January  3,  1776,  

COLONEL  TRUMBULL  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Hartford,  January  3,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  T  am  this  day  informed  that  several 
persons,  in  this  State,  have,  or  intend  to  apply  soon  to 
your  Honour,  for  liberty  to  export  rum,  fac,  to  Carolina — 
to  purchase  and  import  rice,  to  get  a  great  price  for  it  from 
the  Army.  The  rum  will  certainly  be  much  wanted  for 
the  Army;  and  I  have  orders  from  Congress  to  import 
rice,  which  1  shall  do  with  cash,  and  at  a  reasonable  rate, 
and  thereby  save  the  rum.  1  trust  and  beg  that  no  liberty 
may  be  given  for  exporting  rum  ;  and  I  wish  not  to  have 
the  one  or  the  other  matter  known,  as  it  may  enhance  the 
price  of  rum ;  and  the  other  get  known  to  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  the  risk  increased  on  the  importation. 

I  am,  honoured  sir,  your  dutiful  son, 

Joseph  Trumbull. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


[general  Washington]  to  Jonathan  glover. 

Cambridge,  January  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  have  annexed  a  copy  of  the  resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  respecting  captures  made,  or  to  be 
made,  by  armed  vessels,  fitted  out  at  the  charge  of  the 
United  Colonies,  and  others.  In  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  20th  ultimo,  you  must,  on  receipt  here- 
of, libel  such  vessel  as  have  been  taken  by  the  Lee, 
schooner,  or  any  other  of  the  Continental  armed  vessels, 
which  may  be  now  under  your  care,  in  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty established  in  the  Colony.  You  must  use  all  your 
diligence,  that  the  trial  be  brought  to  as  speedy  an  issue  as 
possible,  in  order  that  a  distribution  be  made  to  the  captors, 
conformable  to  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  November. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &ic. 

JOHN  GLOVER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Beverly,  January  3,  1776. 

Sir:  1  am  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that/o/t?t  Thor- 
ner,  steward,  fVilliam  Clark,  William  Wallis,  and  Tho- 
mas Gorthrop,  seamen  of  the  ship  Jenny,  Captain  Forster, 
made  an  attempt  to  desert  from  said  ship,  and  to  go  on 
board  His  Majesty's  shipFowey,  (now  at  anchor  before  this 
harbour,)  but  was  discovered  and  prevented,  by  information 
of  Andrew  Rogers,  second  mate,  and  John  Roberson,  cabin- 
boy,  of  said  ship,  whom  I  have  sent  as  evidence  against 
,them. 

1  would  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  these  persons 
ihftve  been  treated  with  great  kindness,  and  permitted  to  go 
at  large,  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  have  much  abused  in 
attempting  to  desert  to  the  enemy.  I  have  therefore  sent 
llicin  to  Head-Quarters,  to  be  dealt  with  as  your  Excel- 
leeey  ehall  think  proper. 

I  am  now  endeavouring  to  man  the  armed  vessels, 
whicli,  M  present,  is  very  difficult,  on  account  of  the  men's 
not  being  paid  off  for  their  past  services,  which  is  the  only 
objection  tbey  have.  Could  that  be  done,  I  apprehend 
they  would  readily  engage  again.  However,  hope  to  man 
one  or  two  of  them  in  a  few  days,  which  nothing  on  my 
part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect. 

I  am,  respectiully,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  ser- 

John  Glover. 
To  His  Excellencjr  General  (Washington. 


DOVER  (Delaware)  committee. 

In  Conimitteo,  Dover,  January  4,  177G. 

Resolved,  That  the  keeping  up  the  credit  of  the  Conti- 
nental currency  is  essential  to  support  the  United  Colonies 
in  their  virtuous  opposition  to  Ministerial  oppression  ;  and 
that  the  refusing  to  take  said  currency,  in  payment  of  debts, 
fcic,  will  tend  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Committee,  by  the 
confession  of  John  Covjgill,  a  residenter  of  Little  Creek 
Hundred,  in  this  County,  that  he  has  refused,  and,  from 
conscience,  shall  refuse,  to  take  said  Continental  money  in 
discharge  of  debts,  or  for  other  purposes,  when  tendered 
to  him. 

Therefore,  unanimously  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  Committee,  that  the  aforesaid  Johfi  Cowgill  is,  by 
such  his  conduct,  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  ought  to 
be  treated  as  such  by  every  friend  lo American  liberty;  and 
that  they  ought  to  have  no  further  dealings  with  him. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and 
Observation  for  Kent  County,  on  Delaware. 

Thomas  Rodney,  Chairman. 


the  monitor,  no.  IX. 

There  is  no  opinion  more  necessary  to  be  universally 
inculcated  and  received,  than  this :  That  it  has  been,  and 
still  continues  to  be,  the  grand  aim  and  intention  of  the 
Ministry,  to  reduce  the  Colonies  to  a  state  of  slavery,  or, 
what  is,  in  fact,  the  same  thing,  to  a  state  of  absolute  sub- 
jection to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  in  all  the  plenitude 
of  its  imaginary  omnipotence.  The  contrary  belief  is  one 
great  source  of  the  coldness  and  disaffection  which,  unhap- 

fily,  are  too  prevalent  among  us  at  this  alarming  season, 
t  is  this  which  disinclines  numbers  to  that  decisive  plan  of 
opposition,  which  is  pursued  by  America  in  general,  and 
leads  them  to  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  what  they  term 
pacifick,  moderate,  and  conciliating  measures.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  conceive  that  any  man  in  his  senses  can  seriously 
believe  that  there  is  any  thing  unjust,  or  oppressive,  in  the 
real  designs  of  Administration,  and  can,  notwithstanding, 
imagine  they  may  be  withdrawn  from  them  by  complai- 
sance, respect,  and  humility,  on  our  part.  There  is  a  ma- 
nifest incongruity  in  the  supposition,  that  deliberate  injus- 
tice and  oppression  are  to  be  defeated  by  a  calm  appeal  to 
the  reason,  to  the  equity,  and  to  the  generosity  of  those 
who  are  the  authors  of  them.  Force,  alone,  can  be  de- 
pended on,  as  an  effectual  barrier  against  them,  and  will 
always  be  employed  by  prudent  men  and  discerning  poli- 
ticians. 

Nor  was  there  ever  any  opinion  supported  by  a  series  of 
clearer  facts,  and  more  unequivocal  circumstances,  than  the 
one  I  now  recommend,  insomuch  that  I  cannot  forbear  my 
astonishment  at  the  obstinate  blindness  and  incredulity  of 
many,  in  spite  of  the  strongest  evidence  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  possibly  admit.  No  man  that  governs  his  judg- 
ment by  any  rational  principles,  can  doubt  a  single  mo- 
ment, that  the  views  of  the  Cabinet,  respecting  America, 
have  all  along  been  the  most  arbitrary  and  ruinous  imagi- 
nable, and  that  they  have,  at  length,  arrived  to  such  matu- 
rity, as  to  call  aloud  for  every  exertion  a  love  of  liberty,  or 
a  dread  of  impending  slavery,  can  inspire. 

The  most  undeviating  uniformity  of  principle  is  evident 
in  all  the  conduct  of  Administration,  from  their  first  at- 
tempt to  tax  the  Colonies  to  the  present  instant;  and,  a 
repetition  of  its  efforts,  during  a  course  of  years,  has  served 
to  render  its  true  nature  too  conspicuous  and  notorious  to 
be  controverted,  without  the  most  barefaced  absurdity  or 
effrontery. 

The  matter  of  taxation  is  the  most  exceptionable  part  of 
Parliamentary  claims.  It  is  this  which  effectually  over- 
throws every  idea  of  liberty  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies ; 
and  it  is  this,  to  the  establishment  of  which,  in  its  fullest 
latitude,  every  step  taken  by  the  Ministry  has  been  imme- 
diately directed. 

The  Stamp  Act  is  an  indisputable  evidence,  that  an  in- 
tention to  enslave  us  did  once  exist ;  but  it  is  supposed,  by 
many,  that  it  has  been  since  laid  aside,  as  it  was  hastily 
and  inconsiderately  taken  up,  and  was  found,  by  experi- 
ence, to  be  impracticable.  But,  on  what  reasons  this  sup- 
position is  founded,  is,  to  me,  utterly  inconceivable,  since 
it  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  whole  tenor  of  subse- 
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quent  events.  Had  there  been  no  actual  revival  of  the 
principle,  the  first  attempt  might  have  been  ascribed  to 
some  transient  cause ;  but,  the  experiment  having  been 
repeated  at  different  times,  and  in  different  manners,  clear- 
ly proves  that  it  was  the  effect  of  system,  and  refutes  the 
contrary  presumption.  To  this,  it  has  been  objected,  that 
the  several  interruptions  which  have  taken  place,  by  re- 
pealing the  offensive  acts,  contradict  the  notion  of  a  system, 
or  of  any  regular  plan  of  despotism.  But,  it  is  a  full  an- 
swer to  this,  to  say,  that  though  a  general  permanent  de- 
sign might  have  been  formed,  to  extend  the  boundless 
authority  of  the  Parliament  over  us,  yet,  it  was  hard  to  fix 
upon  any  stable,  invariable  means  to  accomplish  it. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  that  the  means  would  remain  dis- 
cretionary, to  be  diversified  as  policy,  improved  by  expe- 
rience, should  suggest,  conformable  to  the  variety  of  occa- 
sions that  might  arise.  It  is,  also,  extremely  probable,  that 
cabals  among  the  Ministry,  intestine  disturbances,  and  the 
rivalship  of  contending  parties,  have  contributed  to  pro- 
duce those  relaxations  of  the  general  plan  which  have  here- 
tofore happened. 

Supposition  ought  not  to  be  indulged  against  fact ;  and, 
if  we  adhere  closely  to  this,  we  must  be  convinced  that  the 
same  spirit,  which  influenced  the  Stamp  Act,  has  inspired 
all  the  succeeding  conduct  of  Administration.  This  act 
was  repealed,  because  it  was  found  inexpedient,  not  be- 
cause it  was  built  upon  an  erroneous  principle.  Our  peti- 
tions were  rejected,  because  they  contained  a  negation  of 
the  right  to  tax  us ;  and  these,  together  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  our  Provincial  Assemblies,  were  pronounced  dero- 
gatory to  the  just  rights  of  the  British  Legislature.  Here, 
the  right  of  taxation  was  tenaciously  maintained  and  assert- 
ed, at  the  same  time  that  the  exercise  of  it,  in  a  particular 
instance,  was  abolished.  Surely  this  did  not  imply  a  re- 
nunciation of  the  design  to  enslave  us,  but  only  indicated 
that  the  present  attempt  was  unsuccessful,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  postpone  the  execution  to  some  more  conve- 
nient opportunity.  The  Declaratory  Act  put  this  beyond 
a  doubt ;  for  there  our  slavery  is  decreed  in  as  strong  ex- 
pressions as  language  can  afford.  There,  the  power  of 
Parliament  to  bind  us  by  statutes,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
is  literally  declared  and  recorded,  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner. 

Nothing  can  be  more  arbitrary  and  inadmissible,  than  to 
interpret  the  intentions  of  men  in  opposition  to  their  own 
plain,  express  declarations.  If  we  will  allow  the  Parlia- 
ment to  know  its  own  designs,  and  if  we  will  credit  its 
own  positive  expressions  of  them,  we  cannot  hesitate  a 
moment,  to  believe,  that  it  had  embraced  a  solemn,  fixed 
resolution,  to  usurp  an  unbounded  dominion  over  the  Co- 
lonies. 

If  it  should  be  said,  that  a  mere  general  declaration  of 
right  does  not  absolutely  disclose  an  intention  to  practice 
upon  it,  I  answer,  that  it  strongly  implies  it,  and  that  the 
inference  from  the  one  to  the  other  is  natural  and  unavoid- 
able. 

Should  one  man  publickly  assert,  that  he  had  a  perfect 
right  to  the  possessions  of  another,  all  who  heard  him 
■would  suppose,  of  course,  that  he  intended  to  do  justice  to 
himself  whenever  a  favourable  occasion  offered,  and  to  re- 
cover his  property,  unjustly  detained  by  the  present  pos- 
sessor. In  like  manner,  when  the  Parliament  assumes  a 
plenary,  unlimited  sovereignty  over  the  Colonies,  it  is  high- 
ly reasonable  to  conclude,  that  a  full  exercise  of  the  sove- 
reign power  is  intended. 

At  the  first  passing  of  this  act,  it  was  generally  consi- 
dered, in  America,  as  a  punctilious  formality,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  diminution  of  the  imaginary  dignity  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  preserve  an  appearance  of  consistency  in  its 
pretensions.  But  this  was  a  proof  of  greater  confidence 
than  penetration;  for  a  little  reflection  would  have  shown, 
that  every  purpose  of  that  kind  was  sufficiently  answered 
by  the  method  observed  in  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
which  entirely  precluded  every  detractory  implication,  and 
retained  the  original  principle  on  which  that  act  was  found- 
ed ;  so  that  any  further  step  was  altogether  superfluous  in 
that  view. 

The  Declaratory  Resolution  was  plainly  the  result  of  an 
active  zeal  for  the  power  lately  exerted,  and  was  establish- 
ed as  a  more  complete  ground-work  for  future  operations. 
Probably  its  immediate  object  was  to  procure  a  concur- 


rence of  parties  in  a  general  principle,  in  order  to  silence 
opposition  to  such  particular  exertions  of  it  as  should  after- 
wards be  made.  Had  the  primitive  design  upon  our  liber- 
ties been  deserted,  the  policy  must  have  been  obvious,  of 
leaving  all  exorbitant  claims  untouched  and  unmentioned, 
to  extinguish  those  jealousies  which  had  been  excited  by 
the  preceding  attempt. 

But,  whatever  ambiguity  there  might  have  been,  at 
first,  it  was  totally  banished  by  the  following  statute  of 
George  III,*  which  demonstrated  a  continuance  of  the  pri- 
mary intention  to  bring  us  under  the  yoke,  and  proved, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  Declaratory  Act  was  not  simply  a 
matter  of  form,  but  had  been  instituted  as  a  constant  rule 
of  practice.  In  this  instance,  the  most  exceptionable 
branch  of  the  authority  claimed,  (the  power  of  taxation,) 
was  again  exercised,  though  in  a  different  shape  from  that 
in  which  it  before  appeared.  It  was  politick  to  change  the 
mode,  because  it  was  more  likely  it  should  be  complied 
with,  under  a  new  form,  than  under  one  in  which  it  had 
been  already  rejected. 

Though  this  act,  in  some  respects,  was  preferable  to  the 
former,  yet,  considered  in  all  its  relations,  it  was  far  more 
alarming  and  injurious.  Connected  with  previous  circum- 
stances, it  rendered  the  crime  of  the  Ministry  more  glaring 
and  inexcusable ;  for,  certainly,  two  attempts  speak  more 
decisively  than  one,  especially  when  corroborated  by  an 
intervenient  declaration,  so  clear  and  peremptory  as  that 
which  I  have  been  animadverting  upon.  A  renewal  of 
taxation,  after  such  definitive  experience  as  had  been  gain- 
ed from  the  former  trial,  excluded  every  idea  of  inconsi- 
deratcness  and  precipitation,  and  denoted  a  mature,  fixed, 
inveterate  scheme  of  oppression. 

This  act  was  corabatted  with  the  same  spirit  and  energy 
which  had  been  employed  on  the  foregoing  occasion,  and 
the  Ministry  again  found  it  necessary  to  allay  the  ferment 
they  had  raised,  by  removing  the  cause.  They,  however, 
only  repealed  a  part  of  the  act,  reserving  the  remainder  as 
a  test  that  they  did  not  renounce  the  principle  of  taxation, 
and  as  the  instrument  of  another  attack.  This  repeal,  too, 
partial  as  it  was,  had  the  same  foundation  of  inexpedience 
with  the  other. 

The  attack  has  been  since  made,  and  has  involved  all 
the  consequences  of  a  civil  war.  By  returning  to  the 
charge,  a  fresh  testimony  was  supplied,  of  the  badness  of 
the  Ministerial  intentions,  and  of  their  deep-laid,  inflexible 
schemes  to  overturn  the  liberties  of  the  Continent.  Three 
attempts  are  still  more  explicit  than  two;  and,  if  three 
attempts  to  enforce  the  same  power  of  taxing  us  do  not 
convince  us  that  an  obstinate  design  has  been  maintained, 
for  a  series  of  years,  to  deprive  us  of  all  the  rights  of  a  free 
people,  I  am  unable  to  conceive  that  any  possible  degree 
of  evidence  would  be  sufficient  for  our  conviction. 

Every  successive  step  of  the  Ministry  is  a  link  of  the 
same  chain.  The  professed  purpose  of  all  the  penal  stii- 
tutes  is  to  secure  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Parliament,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  unexampled  rigour  and  violence  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted.  The  Port  Bill,  which 
restrains  the  trade  of  Boston,  requires  these  conditions, 
among  others,  as  essential  to  its  abrogation ;  full  submission 
to  the  laws  of  Parliament,  and  the  payment  of  His  Majes- 
ty's duties  and  customs:  that  is,  the  duty  upon  tea,  and, 
consequently,  any  other  which  might  be  imposed.  The 
pretended  authority  oC  the  Parliament,  in  every  respect, 
particularly  in  that  of  taxation,  is  the  acknowledged  aim 
and  end  of  all  its  measures. 

The  celebrated  motion  made  in  the  last  session,  whiebi 
the  Ministry  declared  was  to  inform  us  of  the  terms  we 
were  finally  to  expect,  reserves  to  the  Parliament  the  ex- 
clusive power  of  taxation,  and  leaves  to  our  Assemblies 
only  the  mode  of  raising  the  sums  required  of  us.  The 
quantum,  or  the  amount  of  what  we  are  to  give,  is  to  be 
determined,  in  the  last  resort,  by  the  Parliament ;  and  we 
are  plainly  told  in  what  manner  this  j)ower  will  be  used.. 

The  advantages  of  trade  between  Britain  and  the  Co- 
lonies, are  said  to  be  nearly  equal,  on  both  sides;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, after  an  inconsiderable  allowance,  for  the  incon- 
venience we  sustain  by  a  monopoly,  we  are  to  be  made  to 
pay  full  as  much,  in  taxes,  as  the  people  at  home.  Did 
this  proposition  stand  alone,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  testi- 
mony that  we  have  been  destined  to  slavery  ;  but,  whea 
*  Imposing  duties  on  paper,  glass,  painters'  colours,  tea,  &c 
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it  is  compared  and  connected  with  all  the  preceding  cir- 
cumsiances,  and  with  those  striking  illustrations  of  fire  and 
sword  which  have  been  since  exhibited,  it  must  carry  an 
Jrresistibie  evidence  to  every  ingenuous  mind.* 

New.York,  January  4, 1776. 


I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and   regard,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  13,  1776] 

Cambridge,  January  4,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  my  last,  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  been 
honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  22d,  enclosing  sundry 
resolves,  which  shall,  in  matters  they  respect,  be  made  the 
rule  of  my  conduct.  The  resolution  relative  to  the  troops 
in  Boston,  1  beg  the  favour  of  you,  sir,  to  assure  Congress, 
shall  be  attempted  to  be  put  in  execution  the  first  moment 
1  see  a  probability  of  success,  and  in  such  a  way  as  a 
council  of  officers  shall  think  most  likely  to  produce  it ; 
but,  if  this  should  not  happen  as  soon  as  you  may  expect, 
or  my  wishes  prompt  to,  1  request  that  Congress  will  be 
pleased  to  advert  to  my  situation,  and  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe,  that  circumstances,  and  not  want  of  inclination,  are 
the  cause  of  delay. 

It  is  not  in  the  pages  of  history,  perhaps,  to  furnish  a 
case  like  ours:  to  maintain  a  post  within  musket-shot  of 
the  enemy,  for  six  months  together,  without  powder,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  disband  one  army  and  recruit  an- 
other, within  that  distance  of  twenty -odd  British  regiments, 
is  more,  probably,  than  ever  was  attempted.  But,  if  we 
succeed  as  well  in  the  last,  as  we  have,  heretofore,  in  the 
first,  1  shall  think  it  the  most  fortunate  event  of  my  whole 
life. 

By  a  very  intelligent  gentleman,  (a  Mr.  Hutchenson,) 
from  Boston,  I  learn,  that  it  was  Admiral  Shuldham  that 
came  into  the  harbour  on  Saturday  last ;  that  two,  of  the  five 
regiments  from  Cork,  are  arrived  at  Halifax;  two  others 
had  sailed  for  Quebeck,  but,  what  became  of  them  could 
not  be  told  ;  and  the  other,  the  Fifty-Fifth,  has  just  got  into 
Boston.  Certain  it  is,  also,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
Seventeenth  Regiment  is  arrived  there.  Whether  we  are  to 
conclude,  from  hence,  that  more  than  five  regiments  have 
been  sent  out,  or,  that  the  companies  of  the  Seventeenth, 
arrived  at  Boston,  are  part  of  the  regiments  destined  for 
Halifax  and  Quebeck,  1  know  not. 

We  also  learn,  from  this  gentleman  and  others,  that  the 
troops  embarked  for  Halifax,  as  mentioned  in  my  letter  of 
the  16ih,  were  really  designed  for  that  place,  but  recalled 
from  Nantasket  Road,  upon  advice  being  received  of  the 
arrival  of  the  above  regiments  there. 

I  am  also  informed  of  a  fleet  now  getting  ready,  under 
4he  convoy  of  the  Scarborough  and  Fowey,  men-of-war, 
consisting  of  five  transports  and  two  bomb-vessels,  with 
about  three  hundred  marines,  and  several  flat-bottomed 
boats.  It  is  whispered  that  they  are  designed  for  New- 
port,  but  generally  thought,  in  Boston,  that  it  is  meant  for 
Long-Island;  and,  it  is  probable,  it  will  be  followed  by 
more  troops,  as  the  other  transports  are  taking  in  water,  to 
lie  (as  others  say)  in  ]\antasket  Road,  to  be  out  of  the  ice  ; 
a  large  quantity  of  biscuit  is  also  baking.  As  the  real  de- 
sign cannot,  with  certainty,  be  known,  I  submit  it,  with  all 
due  deference,  to  the  superior  judgment  of  Congress, 
whether  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  prudence,  to°have 
some  of  the  Jersey  troops  thrown  into  New-  York,  to  pre- 
vent an  evil  which  may  be  almost  irremediable,  should  it 
happen :  1  mean  the  landing  of  troops  at  that  place,  or 
upon  Long-Island,  near  it. 

As  it  is  possible  you  may  not  yet  have  received  His 
Majesty's  most  gracious  speech,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to 
enclose  one,  of  many  which  were  sent  out  of  Boston  yes- 
terday. It  is  full  of  rancour  and  resentment,  and  explicit- 
ly holds  forth  his  Royal  will  to  be,  that  vigorous  measures 
must  be  pursued,  to  deprive  us  of  our  constitutional  rights 
and  liberties.  These  measures,  whatever  they  be,  I  hope 
will  be  opposed  by  more  vigorous  ones,  and  rendered  un- 
availing and  fruitless,  though  sanctified  and  authorized  by 
the  name  of  Majesty,  a  name  which  ought  to  promote  the 
blessings  of  his  people,  and  not  their  oppression. 

•  As  there  arc  some  leading  points,  wliich  it  is  of  the  last  importance 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  ol'  the  people,  I  hope  the  repetition  of  the 
same  ideas,  which  I  am  obliged  to  make,  will  be  excused,  since  utility 
18  the  sole  aim  of  these  paper*. 


GENERAr>  ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  1,  1776. 
(Psrole,  The  Cngrttt.)  (Counttnign,  Amcrint.) 

CT"  *  *  *  This  day  giving  commencement  to  the  new 
Artny,  which,  in  every  point  of  view,  is  entirely  Conti- 
nental, the  General  flatters  himself,  that  a  laudable  spirit 
of  emulation  will  now  take  place,  and  pervade  the  whole 
of  it.  Without  such  a  spirit,  few  officers  have  ever  ar- 
rived to  any  degree  of  reputation,  nor  did  any  army  ever 
become  formidable.  His  Excellency  hopes,  that  the  im- 
portance of  the  great  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  will  be 
deeply  impressed  upon  every  man's  mind  ;  and  wishes  it 
to  be  considered,  that  an  army  without  order,  regularity, 
and  discipline,  is  no  better  than  a  commissioned  mob.  Let 
us,  therefore,  when  every  thing  dear  and  valuable  to  free- 
men is  at  slake,  when  our  unnatural  parent  is  threatening 
us  with  destruction  from  every  quarter,  endeavour,  by  all 
the  skill  and  discipline  in  our  power,  to  acquire  that  know- 
ledge and  conduct  which  is  necessary  in  war.  Our  men 
are  brave  and  good ;  men  who,  with  pleasure  it  is  ob- 
served, are  addicted  to  fewer  vices  than  are  commonly 
found  in  armies.  But,  it  is  subordination  and  discipline, 
(the  life  and  soul  of  an  army,)  which,  next  under  Provi- 
dence, is  to  make  us  formidable  to  our  enemies,  honour- 
able in  ourselves,  and  respected  in  the  worid  ;  and  herein  is 
to  be  shown  the  goodness  of  the  officer. 

In  vain  is  it  for  a  General  to  issue  orders,  if  orders  are 
not  attended  to;  equally  vain  is  it,  for  a  few  officers  to 
exert  themselves,  if  the  same  spirit  does  not  animate  the 
whole.  It  is,  therefore,  expected,  (it  is  not  insisted  upon,) 
that  each  Brigadier  will  be  attentive  to  the  discipline  of 
his  brigade,  to  the  exercise  of,  and  the  conduct  observed 
in  it,  calling  the  Colonels  and  Field-Officers  of  every  re- 
giment to  severe  account  for  neglect,  or  disobedience  of 
orders.  The  same  attention  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Field- 
Officers,  to  the  respective  companies  of  their  regiments, 
by  the  Captains  to  their  Subalterns,  and  so  on.  And,  that 
the  plea  of  ignorance,  which  is  no  excuse  for  the  neglect 
of  orders,  (but  rather  an  aggravation,)  may  not  be  offered, 
it  is  ordered  and  directed,  that  not  only  every  regiment, 
but  every  company,  do  keep  an  Orderiy  Book,  to  which 
frequent  recourse  is  to  be  had,  it  being  expected,  that  all 
standing  orders  be  rigidly  obeyed,  until  altered  or  counter- 
manded. It  is  also  expected,  that  all  orders,  which  are 
necessary  to  be  communicated  to  the  men,  be  regularly 
read,  and  carefully  explained,  to  them.  As  it  is  the  first 
wish  of  the  General  to  have  the  business  of  the  Army  con- 
ducted without  punishment,  to  accomplish  which,  he  as- 
sures every  officer  and  soldier  that,  as  far  as  it  is  in  his 
power,  he  will  reward  such  as  particularly  distinguish  them- 
selves ;  at  the  same  time  he  declares  that  he  will  punish 
every  kind  of  neglect  or  misbehaviour  in  an  examplary 
manner. 

As  the  great  variety  of  occurrences,  and  the  multiplicity 
of  business,  in  which  the  General  is  necessarily  engaged, 
may  withdraw  his  attention  from  many  objects  and  things 
which  might  be  improved  to  advantage,  he  takes  this  op- 
portunity of  declaring,  that  he  will  thank  any  officer,  of 
whatsoever  rank,  for  any  useful  hints  or  profitable  informa- 
tions; but  to  avoid  trivial  matters,  as  his  time  is  very  much 
engrossed,  he  requires  that  it  may  be  introduced  through 
the  channel  of  a  General  Officer,  who  is  to  weigh  the  im- 
portance before  he  communicates  it. 

All  standing  orders  heretofore  issued  for  the  government 
of  the  late  Army,  of  which  every  regiment  has,  or  ought 
to  have,  copies,  are  to  be  strictly  complied  with,  until 
changed  or  countermanded. 

Every  regiment  now  upon  the  new  establishment,  is  to 
give  in,  signed  by  the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer, 
an  exact  list  of  the  commissioned  officers,  in  order  that 
they  may  receive  commissions;  particular  care  to  be  taken, 
that  no  person  is  included  as  an  officer,  but  such  as  have 
been  appointed  by  proper  authority;  any  attempt  of  that 
kind,  in  the  new  Army,  will  bring  severe  punishment  upon 
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the  author.  The  General  will,  upon  any  vacancies  that 
may  happen,  receive  recommendations,  and  give  them  pro- 
per consideration  ;  but  the  Congress,  alone,  are  competent 
to  the  appointment. 

An  exact  return  of  the  strength  of  each  regiment  is  to 
be  given  in  as  soon  as  possible,  distinguishing  the  number 
of  Militia,  and  such  of  the  old  regiments  as  have  joined 
for  a  month  only,  from  the  established  men  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

This  being  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  new 
establishment,  the  General  pardons  all  the  offences  of  the 
old,  and  commands  all  prisoners  (except  prisoners  of  war) 
to  be  immediately  released. 

Head-Quartern,  Cimbridgo,  January  2,  1776. 
(Parole,  HoHand,)  (Coumersigii,  tVUliam.) 

That  every  officer  may  be  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  establishment  of  the  present  Army,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  governed  by  it,  and  make  the  returns  agree- 
able thereto,  the  General  informs  them,  that  each  regi- 
ment is  to  consist  of  a  Colonel,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a 
Major,  eight  companies,  an  Adjutant,  a  Quartermaster,  a 
Surgeon,  and  a  Surgeon's  Mate  ;  whether  a  Chaplain  will 
be  allowed  to  each  regiment,  or  one  to  two  regiments,  is 
yet  to  be  determined.  Each  company  is  to  consist  of  a 
Captain,  a  First  and  Second  Lieutenant,  an  Ensign,  four 
Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  a  Drummer  and  Fifer,  and  se- 
venty-six Privates,  and  no  more,  under  any  pretence  or 
plea  whatsoever. 

As  the  weekly  returns  which  are  ordered  to  be  given  in 
every  Saturday,  are  very  irregularly  made,  oftentimes  not 
before  Monday,  the  General  desires,  that  the  command- 
ing officer  of  every  corps  will  be  exact  in  delivering  them 
to  the  respective  Brigade  Major,  every  Saturday,  at  or- 
derly time,  who  is  to  be  answerable  to  the  Adjutant-Gene- 
ral for  any  neglect,  or  breach  of  this  order.  For  the  last 
time,  it  is  strongly  recommended  to  those  officers,  to  exa- 
mine the  returns  thoroughly  before  they  sign  and  deliver 
them  to  the  Major  of  Brigade,  whether  pay-rolls,  muster- 
rolls,  weekly  returns,  or  returns  of  any  other  kind,  that 
are  demanded,  as  negligences  will  not  be  overlooked,  and 
false  returns  punished  with  the  utmost  severity. 

The  General  is  apprehensive,  that  more  men  are  absent 
upon  furlough  than  are  allowed  by  the  General  Orders ;  if 
so,  he  desires  the  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  such 
regiments  to  rectify  the  mistake  without  loss  of  time ;  and, 
for  a  due  regulation  of  this  matter,  in  future,  no  soldier  is 
to  be  absent  without  leave  in  writing,  signed  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  regiment  he  belongs  to,  and  a  regis- 
ter thereof  made  in  the  Regimental  Book ;  which  furlough 
is  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  commanding  officer,  so  soon 
as  he  returns,  and,  if  it  should  appear  that  any  soldier  has 
overstayed  his  time,  without  just  reason,  a  note  thereof  is 
to  be  made  in  said  book,  and  a  furlough  denied  him,  upon 
a  future  application,  besides  suffering  such  punishment  as 
may,  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  be  inflicted. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  3,  177G. 
(Farole,  Wixxlftrd.)  (Countersign,  Norfolk.) 

The  Continental  Rules  and  Articles,  (as  lately  amend- 
ed,) for  the  better  government  of  the  troops  of  the  thirteen 
United  Colonies,  are  now  to  take  place ;  all  trials  are, 
therefore,  to  be  under  those  articles.  And,  in  compliance 
with  the  first,  all  officers  are  to  subscribe  them  ;  each  Colo- 
nel, or  commanding  officer  of  a  regiment  or  corps,  is  to  send 
to  the  Adjutant-General  for  a  set  for  each  company,  and 
one  for  himself  and  officers  to  subscribe,  which  last  is  to 
be  returned  in,  when  the  commissions  are  given  out. 
These  articles  are  to  be  read  to  the  men,  by  an  officer  of 
a  company,  at  least  once  a  week.  This  to  be  considered 
as  a  standing  order. 

The  Commissary  of  Stores  is  immediately  to  make  a 
general  return  of  all  the  stores  under  his  care,  here  and  at 
Jloxbury;  in  doing  which,  he  is  to  be  very  exact.  An 
account  of  the  arms  is  wanted,  without  delay.  It  was  with 
no  small  degree  of  surprise  that  the  General,  yesterday, 
saw,  after  the  repeated  orders  that  had  been  given  for 
having  the  tents  (so  soon  as  the  barracks  were  fit  to  be  en- 
tered) returned  to  the  Quartermaster  General,  several  of 
them  standing  uninhabited,  and  in  a  disgraceful,  ruinous 
situation ;  and,  moreover,  bears,  that  others  serve  only  for 


bedding.  The  officers  who  have  suffered  this  neglect  are 
informed  that  this  is  the  last  admonition  that  will  be  given 
on  this  head. 

It  is  expected,  that  the  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments will  be  exceedingly  attentive  to  the  training,  exer- 
cising, and  disciplining  their  men,  bringing  them,  as  soon 
as  possible,  acquainted  with  the  different  evolutions  and 
manoeuvres  necessary  to  be  practised.  And,  as  nothinc 
reflects  more  disgrace  upon  an  officer,  or  is  more  perni- 
cious and  dangerous  in  itself,  than  suffering  arms  to  be  in 
bad  order,  the  General  assures  the  officers  and  men,  that 
he  will  never  overlook  or  pardon  a  neglect  of  this  kind. 
There  are  many  practices  in  regular  service  highly  worthy 
of  imitation,  but  none  more  essential  than  this,  and  keep- 
ing soldiers  always  clean  and  neat.  The  first  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  self-preservation ;  the  other  for  health  and 
appearance :  for,  if  a  soldier  cannot  be  induced  to  take 
pride  in  his  person  he  will  soon  become  a  sloven,  and  in- 
different to  every  thing  else.  Whilst  we  have  men,  there- 
fore, who,  in  every  respect,  are  superior  to  mercenary 
troops,  that  are  fighting  for  two  pence  or  three  pence  a 
day,  why  cannot  we,  in  appearance,  also,  be  superior  to 
them,  when  we  fight  for  life,  liberty,  property,  and  our 
country  ? 

The  companies  now  stationed  in  Cambridge,  belonging 
to  Colonel  Prescott's  Regiment,  are  to  march  immediately, 
and  join  their  respective  regiments,  at  SewalCs  Point. 

The  companies  now  stationed  at  Setcairs  Point,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Wesson,  are,  forthwith,  to  marcbj- 
and  take  post  at  Fort  No.  1. 

Head.Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  4,  1776. 
(Parole,  Amsterdam.)  (Countersign,  Desbitt.) 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOSEPH  REED. 

Cambridge,  January  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  We  are,  at  length,  favoured  with  a  sight  of 
His  Majesty's  most  gracious  speech,  breathing  sentiments 
of  tenderness  and  compassion  for  his  deluded  American 
subjects.  The  echo  is  not  yet  come  to  hand,  but  we  knovr 
what  it  must  be  ;  and,  as  Lord  North  said,  (and  we  ought 
to  have  believed  and  acted  accordingly,)  we  now  know  the 
ultimatum  of  British  justice.  The  speech  I  send  you. 
A  volume  of  them  was  sent  out  by  the  Boston  gentry, 
and,  farcical  enough,  we  gave  great  joy  to  them,  without 
knowing  or  intending  it;*  for,  on  that  day,  the  day  which 
gave  being  to  the  new  Army,  but  before  the  proclamatioa 
came  to  hand,  we  had  hoisted  the  L^nion  flag,  in  compli- 

•  PuiLADELPnii,  January  15,  1776.— -By  authentick  adrices  from  the 
camp,  at  Cambridge,  of  the  3d  and  4th  instant,  we  learn,  that  the  bay> 
and  harbour  of  Boston  yet  continue  open,  that  a  man-of-war  is  so  sta- 
tioned as  to  command  the  entrance  of  Salem,  Beverly,  and  Marhlehead 
harbours;  that  five  hundred  fresh  troops  had  arrived  from  Ireland;  two 
regiments  had  gone  to  Halifax;  two  regiments  liad  pushed  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  in  hopes  of  getting  up  to  Qtiebeek,  which  was 
very  doubtful.  That  the  two  regiments  arrived  at  Boston  were  tha 
Fifty-Fifth  and  Seventecntli ;  that  Admiral  Shuldham  was  also  arrived. 
An  intelligent  person  got  out  of  Boston  on  the  3d  instant,  who  inform, 
ed  General  Washington  that  a  fleet,  consisting  of  nine  transports,  con. 
taining  three  hundred  and  sixty  men,  were  ready  to  sail  under  convoy 
of  the  Scarborough  and  Fowey,  men-of-war,  with  two  bomb.vessels  and 
some  flat-bottomed  boats ;  their  avowed  destination  in  Boston  was  to 
Newport,  but  it  was  generally  supposed  to  be  Long-Island  or  Virginia, 
That  a  number  of  other  transports  are  taking  in  water,  and  they  are 
baking  large  quantities  of  biscuit  in  Boston,  some  say  for  the  use  of  the 
shipping  who  are  to  lie  in  Nantasket  Road  on  account  of  the  ice,  while 
others  believe  a  more  important  movement  is  in  agitation.  This  per. 
son  also  informs,  that  they  have  not  the  least  idea  in  Boston  of  attack, 
ing  our  lines,  but  will  be  very  thankful  to  be  permitted  to  remain  quiet. 
That  before  General  Burgoyne's  departure  it  was  circulated  through 
the  Army,  in  order  to  keep  the  soldiery  quiet  under  their  distresses,  that 
the  disputes  would  soon  be  settled,  and  that  he  was  going  to  England 
for  that  purpose.  That  they  had  intelligence  at  Boston  of  four  vessel* 
having  sailed  from  Hispaniola  for  this  Continent  some  time  ago,  laden 
with  arms  and  ammunition.  Our  advices  conclude  with  the  following 
anecdote :  That  upon  the  King's  speech  arriving  at  Boston,  a  great 
number  of  them  were  r -printed,  and  sent  out  to  our  lines  on  the  2d  of 
January,  which  being  also  the  day  of  fiirming  the  new  Army,  the  great 
Union  flag  was  hoisted  on  Prospect-Hill  in  compliment  to  the  United 
Colonies.  This  happening  soon  after  the  speeches  were  delivered  at 
Roxbury,  but  before  they  were  received  at  Cambridge,  the  Boston 
g-ntry  supposed  it  to  be  a  token  of  the  deep  impression  the  speech  had 
made,  and  a  signal  of  submission.  That  they  were  much  disappoint, 
ed  at  finding  several  days  elapse  without  some  formal  measure  leading 
to  a  surrender,  with  which  they  had  begun  to  flatter  themselves.  When 
these  accounts  came  away  the  Army  were  all  in  barracks,  in  good 
health  and  spirits.  That  five  thousand  Militia  had  taken  the  places  of 
those  soldiers  who  would  not  stay  beyond  their  time  of  service ;  that 
they  were  good  troops,  and  the  whole  Army  impatient  for  an  opportu. 
nity  of  action 
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ment  to  the  United  Colonies.  But,  behold,  it  was  re- 
ceived in  Boston  as  a  token  of  the  deep  impression  the 
speech  had  made  upon  us,  and  as  a  signal  of  subriiission. 
So  we  hear,  by  a  person  out  of  Boston  last  night.  By 
this  time,  I  presume,  they  begin  to  think  it  strange  that 
we  have  not  made  a  formal  surrender  of  our  lines. 

Admiral  Shuldham  is  arrived  at  Boston,  The  Fifty- 
Fifth,  and  the  greater  part,  if  not  all,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Regiment,  are  also  arrived.  The  rest  of  the  five  regiments 
from  Ireland,  were  intended  for  Halifax  and  Q^uebeck. 

It  is  easier  to  conceive  than  to  describe  the  situation  of 
my  mind  for  some  time  past,  and  my  feelings  under  our 
present  circumstances.  Search  the  volumes  of  history 
through,  and  I  much  question  whether  a  case  similar  to 
ours  is  to  be  found ;  namely,  to  maintain  a  post,  against 
the  flower  of  the  British  troops,  for  six  months  together, 
without  powder,  and  then  to  have  one  army  disbanded, 
and  another  to  be  raised,  within  the  same  distance  of  a  re- 
inforced enemy.  It  is  too  much  to  attempt.  What  may 
be  the  final  issue  of  the  last  manoeuvre,  time  only  can  un- 
fold. I  wish  this  month  was  well  over  our  heads.  Tlie 
same  desire  of  retiring  into  a  chimney-corner,  seized  the 
troops  of  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  and  Massachu- 
setts, so  soon  as  their  time  expired,  as  had  wrought  upon 
those  of  Connecticut,  notwithstanding  many  of  them  made 
a  tender  of  their  services  to  continue,  till  the  lines  could 
be  sufficiently  strengthened.  We  are  now  left  with  a  good 
deal  less  than  half-raised  regiments,  and  about  five  thou- 
sand militia,  who  only  stand  engaged  to  the  middle  of  this 
month,  when,  according  to  custom,  they  will  depart,  let 
the  necessity  of  their  stay  be  ever  so  urgent.  Thus,  for 
more  than  two  months  past,  I  have  scarcely  emerged  from 
one  difficulty,  before  I  have  been  plunged  into  another. 
How  it  will  end,  God,  in  His  great  goodness  will  direct. 
I  am  thankful  for  his  protection  to  this  time.  We  are  told, 
that  we  shall  soon  get  the  Army  completed,  but  I  have 
been  told  so  many  things,  which  have  never  come  to  pass, 
that  I  distrust  every  thing. 

I  fear  your  fleet  has  been  so  long  in  fitting,  and  the  des- 
tination of  it  so  well  known,  that  the  end  will  be  defeated, 
if  the  vessels  escape.  How  is  the  arrival  o{  French  troops 
in  the  West-Indies,  and  the  hostile  appearance  there,  to  be 
reconciled  with  that  part  of  the  King's  speech,  wherein  he 
assures  Parliament,  "  that,  as  well  from  the  assurances  I 
have  received,  as  from  the  general  appearance  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  I  see  no  probability  that  the  measures  which 
you  may  adopt,  will  be  interrupted  by  disputes  viiih  any 
foreign  Power  ?"  I  hope  the  Congress  will  not  think  of 
adjourning  at  so  important  and  critical  a  juncture  as  this. 
I  wish  they  would  keep  a  watchful  eye  to  New-  Yorh ; 
from  the  account  of  Captain  Sears,  now  here,  much  is  to 
be  apprehended  from  that  quarter. 

I  am,  with  sincere  and  affectionate  regard,  &c., 

George  Washington. 


GENERAL  GREENE  TO  SAMUEL  WARD. 

Camp  on  Prospcct.Hill,  January  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  kind  favour  of  the  23d  last,  is  now 
before  me.  I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  your  views  so 
affectionately  extended  to  the  combined  interests  of  the 
United  Colonies.  Your  apprehensions  that  George  III,  is 
determined,  at  all  hazards  to  carry  his  plan  of  despotism 
into  execution,  is  fully  confirmed  by  his  late  gracious 
speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  that,  you  will 
find,  he  breathes  revenge,  and  threatens  us  with  destruc- 
tion. Indeed,  it  is  no  more  than  common  sense  must  have 
foreseen  long  since,  had  we  not  been  blinded  by  a  too  fond 
attachment  to  the  parent  state.  We  have  consulted  our 
wishes,  rather  than  our  reason,  in  indulging  the  idea  of  ac- 
commodation. Heaven  has  decreed  that  tottering  empire 
to  irretrievable  ruin,  and,  thanks  to  God,  since  Providence 
has  so  determined  it,  America  must  raise  an  empire  of  per- 
manent duration,  supported  upon  the  grand  pillars  of  truth, 
freedom,  and  religion,  based  upon  justice,  and  defended  by 
her  own  patriotick  sons. 

No  doubt  a  large  army  must  be  raised  in  addition  to  the 
forces  upon  the  present  establishment.  You  are  acquaint- 
ed with  my  sentiments  upon  that  head  already.  How  they 
must  be  divided,  and  where  stationed,  is  a  matter  at  pre- 
sent problematical.     However,  one  thing  is  certain,  the 


grand  body  must  be  superior  in  number  to  any  force  the 
enemy  can  send.  All  the  forces  in  America  should  be 
under  one  commander,  raised  and  appointed  by  the  same 
authority,  subjected  to  the  same  regulations,  and  ready  to 
be  detached  wherever  occasion  may  require.  Your  obser- 
vation with  regard  to  the  Canadians  has  often  struck 
me ;  that  their  attachment  to  the  one  party  or  the  other 
will  greatly  depend  upon  the  superiority  of  force.  To 
prevent  which  in  some  measure,  and  fix  them  to  the  com- 
mon interest,  let  us  raise  one  or  more  regiments  of  Cana- 
dians to  serve  in  New-England,  and  send  an  equal  number 
into  Canada  from  the  Colonies,  in  addition  to  what  you 
have  proposed.  With  regard  to  the  scanty  measure  dealt 
out  to  the  Army  upon  the  new  establishment,  we  are  not 
altogether  different  in  sentiment ;  yet  1  am  convinced  the 
regiments  will  fill  to  their  full  complement.  I  believe  they 
are  more,  upon  an  average,  than  half  full  already.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  detaining  of  arms,  being  private  property, 
is  repugnant  to  many  principles  of  civil  and  natural  law, 
and  hath  disgusted  many.  But  the  great  law  of  necessity 
must  justify  the  expedient,  till  we  can  be  otherwise  fur- 
nished. The  pay  of  the  soldiers  is  certainly  generous,  and 
the  oflicers  likewise,  except  the  field  officers,  whose  pay  is 
much  below  that  of  any  others,  considering  their  rank  and 
experience,  and  it  will  operate  to  excite  an  opinion  dero- 
gatory to  their  merit. 

My  dear,  sir,  I  am  now  to  open  my  mind  a  little  more 
freely.  It  hath  been  said  that  Canada,  in  the  late  war, 
was  conquered  in  Germany.  Who  knows  but  that  Bri- 
tain may  be,  in  the  present  controversy !  I  take  it  for 
granted,  that  France  and  Spain  have  made  overtures  to 
the  Congress.  Let  us  embrace  them  as  brothers.  We 
want  not  their  land  force  in  America;  their  navy  we  do. 
Their  commerce  will  be  mutually  beneficial ;  they  will 
doubtless  pay  the  expense  of  their  fleet,  as  it  will  be  era- 
ployed  in  protecting  their  own  trade.  Their  military  stores 
we  want  amazingly.  Those  will  be  articles  of  commerce. 
The  Elector  of  Hanover  has  ordered  his  German  troops  to 
relieve  tiie  garrisons  of  Gibraltar  and  Fort-Mahon,  France 
will,  of  consequence,  attack  and  subdue  Hanover  with  little 
trouble.  This  will  bring  on  a  very  severe  war  in  Ger- 
many, and  turn  Great  Britain's  attention  that  way.  This 
may  prevent  immense  expense,  and  innumerable  calami- 
ties in  America. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  recommend  from  the  sincerity  of 
my  heart,  ready  at  all  limes  to  bleed  in  my  country's 
cause,  a  declaration  of  independence ;  and  call  upon  the 
world,  and  the  great  God  who  governs  it,  to  witness  the 
necessity,  propriety,  and  rectitude  thereof. 

My  worthy  friend,  the  interests  of  mankind  hang  upoQ 
that  truly  worthy  body  of  which  you  are  a  member.  You 
stand  the  representatives,  not  of  America  only,  but  of  the 
whole  world  ;  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  the  supporters  of 
the  rights  of  human  nature. 

How  will  posterity,  millions  yet  unborn,  bless  the  me- 
mory of  those  brave  patriots  who  are  now  hastening  the 
consummation  of  freedom,  truth,  and  religion  !  But  want 
of  decision  renders  wisdom  in  council  insignificant,  as  want 
of  power  hath  prevented  us  here  from  destroying  the  mer- 
cenary troops  now  in  Boston.  Frugality,  a  most  amiable 
domestick  virtue,  becomes  a  vice,  of  the  most  enormous 
kind,  when  opposed  to  the  common  good.  The  tyrant,  by 
his  last  speech,  has  convinced  us,  that  to  be  free  or  not, 
depends  upon  ourselves.  Nothing,  therefore,  but  the  most 
vigorous  exertions  on  our  part,  can  shelter  us  from  the 
evils  intended  us.  How  can  we,  then,  startle  at  the  idea 
of  expense,  when  our  whole  property,  our  dearest  connex- 
ions, our  liberty,  nay!  life  itself  is  at  stake ;  let  us,  there- 
fore, act  like  men  inspired  with  a  resolution  that  nothing 
but  the  frowns  of  Heaven  shall  conquer  us.  It  is  no  time 
for  deliberation  ;  the  hour  is  swiftly  rolling  on  when  the 
plains  of  America  will  be  deluged  with  human  blood.  Re- 
solves, declarations,  and  all  the  parade  of  heroism  in  words, 
will  not  obtain  a  victory.  Arms  and  ammunition  are  as 
necessary  as  men,  and  must  be  had  at  the  expense  of  every 
thing  short  of  Britain's  claims. 

An  army  unequipped,  will  ever  feel  the  want  of  spirit  and 
courage ;  but  properly  furnished,  fighting  in  tlie  best  of 
causes,  will  bid  defiance  to  the  united  force  of  men  and 
devils.  When  a  finishing  period  will  be  put  to  the  pre- 
sent dispute,  God  only  knows.    We  have  just  experienced 
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the  inconveniences  of  disbanding  an  army  within  cannon 
shot  of  the  enemy,  and  forming  a  new  one  in  its  stead. 
An  instance  never  before  known.  Had  the  enemy  been 
fully  acquainted  with  our  situation,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say 
what  might  iiave  been  the  consequence.  A  large  body  of 
troops  will  probably  be  wanted  for  a  considerable  lime.  It 
will  be  infinitely  safer,  and  not  more  expensive  in  the  end, 
for  the  Continent  to  give  a  large  bounty  to  any  number  of 
troops  in  addition  to  what  may  be  ordered  on  the  present 
establishment,  that  will  engage  during  the  war,  than  to 
inlist  them  from  year  to  year  without  a  bounty.  And 
should  the  present  regiments  be  inclined  to  engage  for  the 
same  term,  let  them  receive  the  same  encouragement. 
There  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  our  being  able  to  dis- 
band and  form  a  new  army  again,  without  the  enemy's 
availing  himself  of  the  advantage. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  show  your  last  letter  to 
General  Lee,  whose  knowledge  of  Europe,  and  American 
genius  and  learning,  enable  him  to  give  you  the  advice  you 
want.  He  has  written  you  fully  on  the  subject ;  it  would 
be  mere  arrogance  in  me  to  say  any  thing  upon  the  sub- 
ject, after  he  has  taken  up  the  pen. 

I  this  day  manned  the  lines  upon  this  hill,  and  feel  a 
degree  of  pleasure  that  I  have  not  felt  for  several  days. 
Our  situation  has  been  critical.  We  have  no  part  of  the 
militia  here,  and  the  night  after  the  old  troops  went  away, 
I  could  not  have  mustered  seven  hundred  men,  notwith- 
standing the  returns  of  the  new  inlisted  troops  amounted  to 
nineteen  hundred  and  upwards.  I  am  now  strong  enough 
to  defend  myself  against  all  the  force  in  Boston,  God 
bless  you  and  preserve  you.     Adieu,  fcc. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONGRESS  TO  CAPTAIN  TITUS  SALTER. 

January  4,  1776. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  inlist  a 
company,  to  consist  of  ninety  good  able-bodied  and  effec- 
tive men,  including  officers,  to  serve  as  matrosses  at  Fort- 
Washington,  for  the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  1st  of 
anuary,  unless  dismissed  sooner  by  order  of  Congress,  or 
General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  accepting  none  but  what 
are  well  accoutred  with  good  guns,  &c.  And  you  are 
hereby  informed  that  you  may  assure  said  men  they  shall 
be  paid  the  same  wages  that  men  in  the  like  service  are  paid 
on  the  Continental  Army.  You  will  likewise  have  liberty 
to  nominate  two  persons  to  serve  as  subalterns  under  you, 
who,  if  approved  of  by  the  General  Assembly,  will  be  com- 
missioned, and  make  return  of  your  inlistments  as  soon  as 
may  be,  that  the  company  may  be  properly  mustered,  and 
commissions  made  out  accordingly. 

By  order  of  Congress. 
To  Captain  Titus  Salter. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAIN  TO 
MAJOR  GENERAL  HOWE,  DATED  WHITEHALL,  JANUARY 

5,  1776. 

I  was  preparing  to  write  to  you  by  a  ship  of  war  under 
orders  for  Boston,  when  Major  General  Burgoyne  arrived 
here  on  the  27th  of  December,  with  your  despatches,  by 
the  Boyne,  which  have  been  laid  before  the  King. 

The  reasons  you  assign  for  not  removing  from  Boston, 
in  consequence  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  letters  of  the  5th  of 
September,  fully  justifies  your  resolution  on  that  head  ;  and 
from  the  best  judgment  1  am  able  to  form  of  things  as  they 
now  appear,  1  am  inclined  to  think,  that  even  if  you  could 
have  procured  a  sufficient  quantity  of  shipping  to  have 
effected  an  evacuation  of  the  place  in  the  manner  you 
suggest,  it  would  have  been  for  many  reasons  an  unadvise- 
able  measure. 

Your  ideas  for  the  plan  of  operation  for  the  army  under 
your  command  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  are,  in  general, 
approved  by  the  King ;  but  I  shall  write  more  fully  to  you 
upon  that  subject  in  a  separate  letter,  confining  myself,  at 
present,  to  the  consideration  of  those  parts  of  your  letters 
which  suggest  the  means  of  augmenting  your  force  to  what 
is  necessary  for  that  plan,  and  to  an  explanation  of  the 
arrangements  we  are  making  for  that  purpose,  and  for  sup- 
plying, as  far  as  is  practicable,  the  several  articles  of  which 
you  have  made  requisition. 

By  your  calculation,  the  number  of  men  wanting  to 


complete  the  several  battalions  stated  in  your  paper  of  dis- 
tribution, so  that  each  battalion  shall  have  five  hundred 
men  for  the  field,  amounts  to  six  thousand  one  hun- 
dred men  ;  but  as  the  plan  of  augmentation,  by  incorpora- 
ting one  hundred  men  into  each  battalion  from  the  foreign 
troops  in  British  pay,  is  liable  to  many  objections  from  the 
nature  and  custom  of  their  service — and  1  cannot  yet  say, 
whether  it  will  be  practicable  to  get  any  assistance  from 
the  militia  in  the  manner  you  propose — you  must  depend 
for  the  augmentation  you  wish  upon  the  number  of  levies 
that  will  be  raised  by  recruiting,  (which  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
goes  on  slowly,)  and  upon  such  additional  battalions  as  we 
shall  be  able  to  send  you.  You  are,  therefore,  to  add  to  the 
Forty-Second  Regiment,  which  will  be  one  thousand  men 
complete,  two  other  battalions  of  one  thousand  each,  which 
will  be  raised  upon  a  plan  proposed  by  General  Frazer, 
and  approved  by  the  King,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
ready  to  embark  for  Boston,  with  the  Forty-Second  Regi- 
ment, early  in  the  month  of  April. 

You  will  also  be  furnished  with  an  additional  battalion 
from  the  armament  going  out  upon  an  expedition  to  the 
Southern  Colonies,  which  now  consists,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  copy  of  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Major 
General  Clinton,  of  seven  regiments  ;  and,  therefore,  admit- 
ting that  it  should  become  necessary  to  leave  two  regi- 
ments to  the  Southward,  (and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  leave  more,)  there  will  be  one  battalion  collected 
from  that  service  more  than  you  have  included  in  your 
calculation. 

The  addition  of  General  Frazer's  corps,  and  of  one 
battalion  from  the  Southern  expedition,  and  supposing  the 
recruits  to  amount  to  two  thousand  men,  will  make  an 
augmentation  to  your  force  of  about  four  thousand  four 
hundred  men ;  and  I  speak  with  some  degree  of  confi- 
dence, when  I  say,  that  1  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  send 
you  a  separate  corps  of  foreign  troops,  not  less  than  ten 
thousand  men,  for  although  our  negotiation  with  Russia 
has  failed,  we  are  now  in  treaty  with  other  States  for  dif- 
ferent corps,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  seven- 
teen thousand  men,  and  I  think  those  treaties  are  brought 
so  near  to  an  issue,  that  they  cannot  fail. 

The  additional  quantity  of  tonnage  of  shipping,  which 
you  state  to  be  wanting  for  the  entire  evacuation  of  Bos- 
ton, is  very  large ;  but  it  will  in  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  be  supplied  by  the  store-ships  already  gone 
out,  and  by  a  much  greater  number  that  are  now  prepar- 
ing to  be  sent,  all  which  will  be  at  your  disposal  after  they 
arrive,  and  have  landed  their  cargoes ;  but  should  these 
not  be  enough,  means  will  be  found  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency. 

Your  demand  for  wagons  and  horses,  involves  a  greater 
difficulty;  for,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  think  it  is  impossible  to 
be  complied  with  in  the  extent  in  which  it  is  stated  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  could  wish  to  be  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  that 
it  is  not  necessary,  and  that,  supposing  the  worst  to  hap- 
pen, the  nature  of  the  operations  will  be  such,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  service  for  which  wagons  and  horses  are  de-- 
manded,  may  be  performed  by  water-carriage.  * 

With  this  hope,  I  have  pressed  forward  the  supply  of 
flat-bottomed  boats,  of  which  thirty-two  are  already  sent 
out,  and  also  ten  yawls,  and  as  many  cutters ;  and  forty 
more  boats  are  now  in  hand,  and  will  be  ready  to  go  out 
by  the  first  ships.  Some  horses,  however,  for  the  use  of 
the  artillery,  and  for  the  carriage  of  tents,  must  be  pro- 
cured, and  I  shall  consult  General  Harvey  and  General 
Burgoyne,  as  to  the  numbers  that  will  be  wanted  for  that 
purpose. 

Upon  inquiring  at  the  office  of  Ordnance,  I  find  that 
the  demand  made  in  August  last,  for  intrenching  tools,  and 
of  those  articles  that  were  wanting  in  the  Engineer's  De- 
partment, had  been  supplied  ;  directions,  however,  will  be 
given  for  a  second  supply  of  the  same  sort,  and  for  double 
the  quantity  of  those  articles  of  that  supply  which  were  on 
board  the  Nancy  brig. 

With  regard  to  the  supply  of  provisions,  forage,  and 
other  stores,  stated  in  the  returns  you  have  transmitted  to 
me,  the  care  of  that  business  belongs  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  utmost  activity  will 
be  used  in  every  step  that  is  necessary  to  be  taken. 

It  is  impossible  to  turn  one's  thoughts  to  Canada,  with- 
out regretting  the  unfortunate  situation  of  the  Kind's  affairs 
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in  that  country,  and  lamenting  tlie  obstacles  which  pre- 
vented the  execution  of  the  measure  you  had,  with  so  pro- 
per a  zeal,  proposed  for  the  safety  of  it,  and  which,  I  will 
venture  to  say,  could  not  have  failed  ;  but,  when  1  say  this, 
1  am  not  to  presume  that  Admiral  Graves  had  not  good 
reasons  for  refusing  to  adopt  it ;  at  the  same  lime,  hoping, 
that,  whatever  his  reasons  were,  they  will  be  fully  inquired 
into  in  the  proper  Department. 

My  business  is  to  consider  the  means  by  which  Q,ue- 
beck,  if  possible,  may  be  relieved  ;  or,  if  lost,  how  we  may 
recover  it ;  but,  as  it  can  be  of  no  use  to  explain  to  you 
all  the  steps  I  have  taken  for  that  purpose,  I  will  only  say, 
that,  independent  of  the  efforts  we  shall  make  very  early 
to  relieve  the  town,  1  hope,  that,  by  the  first  or  second 
week  in  March,  we  shall  be  able  to  send  General  Carltton 
at  least  ten  thousand  men. 

The  King  approves  the  arrangement  you  propose,  in  re- 
spect to  an  Adjutant-General  and  a  Quartermaster-General, 
and  also  your  attention  to  Major  Rogers,  of  whose  firm- 
ness and  fidelity  we  have  received  further  testimony  from 
Governour  Tryon,  and  there  is  no  doubt  you  will  find  the 
means  of  making  him  useful. 

Lieutenant  Bourmaster' s  behaviour  does  him  great  cre- 
dit, and  I  will  not  fail  to  recommend  him  to  Lord  Saiid- 
wich ;  in  the  mean  lime,  I  have  communicated  to  tiie  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  what  you  say  of  that  gentleman,  in  an 
official  letter,  and  also  what  you  represent  of  the  necessity 
of  sending  out  seamen  to  complete  the  transports  to  their 
proper  numbers,  and  your  ideas  of  the  propriety  of  aug- 
menting the  number  of  seamen,  on  board  the  King's  ships, 
to  a  war  establishment. 

I  am  to  suppose  that  Admiral  Graves  had  good  reasons 
for  the  step  he  took  to  destroy  the  town  oi  Falmouth,  and 
that  he  did  not  proceed  to  that  extremity  without  an  abso- 
lute refusal  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  to  comply  with 
those  requisitions,  stated  in  the  orders  he  received  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  which,  however,  does  not  appear 
from  any  account  1  have  seen  of  that  transaction. 

In  your  letter  of  the  26th  November,  No.  2,  you  desire 
more  particular  directions  in  regard  to  the  effects  and  mer- 
chandise in  the  town  o{  Boston,  on  which  head,  it  is  the 
King's  pleasure,  that,  if  practicable,  the  whole  should  be 
removed  and  put  into  store,  either  at  Halifax,  or  some  other 
place  of  safety,  so  that  ihe  British  merchant  may  have  a 
chance,  at  least,  to  recover  some  of  the  properly  for  which 
he  can  never  be  paid.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  to  repeat 
to  you,  what  was  said  of  Mr.  Pownall's  letter,  that  you 
must  use  your  own  discretion,  according  as  circumstances 
shall  point  out  at  the  time  of  your  removal ;  for,  however 
desirable  it  may  be,  that  these  goods  and  merchandise  should 
be  secured,  it  is  an  object  that  must  not  be  attended  to,  if  it 
should  be  found  to  be  accompanied  with  such  difficulty  as 
to  create  any  embarrassment  or  hazard  in  your  removal ; 
for,  supposing  such  a  case,  the  destruction  of  these  goods 
and  merchandise  will  be  fully  justified. 

With  regard  to  the  battalion  and  detachment  of  artillery, 
serving  in  North-America,  it  is  to  be  understood,  that  you 
do  not  fill  up  any  vacancies,  but  in  the  rank  of  second  lieu- 
tenants, in  which  rank  you  may  grant  commissions,  and 
also,  in  all  other  corps  below  the  rank  of  a  field-officer, 
which  commissions  will  be  confirmed  by  His  Majesty. 


MATTHEW  TILGHMAN  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Annapolis,  January  5,  1776. 
Sir  :  Several  vessels  being  nearly  ready  to  sail  for  the 
foreign  West-Indies,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  account  of  this  Province,  our  Convention  sent 
two  gentlemen  express  to  Williamshitrgh  and  Hampton, 
to  gain  intelligence  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Virginia ; 
they  have  just  returned,  and  the  enclosed  copies  will  inform 
of  the  strength  of  Lord  Dunmore,  and  his  present  situation 
and  circumstances.  Our  Convention  think  it  imprudent  to 
hazard  the  probable  seizure  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes  by 
the  numerous  tenders  and  cutters  employed  to  make  cap- 
tures ;  but  the  loss  of  property  to  this  Province,  from  such  an 
incident,  appears  to  them  trivial  when  compared  to  the  con- 
sequences in  the  relief  of  a  distressed  enemy.  Therefore, 
the  sailing  of  the  vessels  is  suspended,  and  the  Convention 
request  the  orders  of  Congress,  if  not  incompatible  with  any 
destined  service,  that  the  Hornet  and  Was^,  said  now  to 


be  ready,  may  convoy  the  vessels  through  the  Capes.  It 
is  apprehended  ihey  will  be  an  overmatch  for  Stewart's 
sloop,  or  any  of  tlie  tenders.  Our  Convention,  likewise, 
subinit  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  may 
not  be  k'ss  dangerous,  and  more  for  the  general  service, 
that  the  Hornet  and  fVasp  should  push  to  Delaware,  than 
return  again  up  this  bay.  The  Convention  are  very  de- 
sirous of  a  speedy  answer. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Matthew  Tilguman. 
To  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 

Williamsburgh,  DecMimber  29, 1775. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  this  moment  favoured  with  yours 
of  the  22d,  by  Captain  Hyde,  to  whom  we  have  endea- 
voured to  give  the  assistance  he  required  in  the  course  of 
his  inquiry,  as  well  as  to  show  him  the  civility  due  to  a 
gentleman  on  the  very  friendly  errand  he  came.  We  have, 
perhaps,  been  remiss  in  not  communicating  to  you  a  full 
account  of  our  situation,  and  ihal  of  our  enemy.  We  had 
transmitted  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress  the  state  of  our 
affairs,  from  time  to  tinie,  and  imagined  it  would,  from 
thence,  be  communicated  to  our  sister  Colonies,  as  far  as 
was  necessary,  and  we  saw  no  occasion  to  call  on  our  neigh- 
bours for  assistance,  by  land,  and  did  not,  till  late,  hope  for 
any  by  water;  however,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Liverpool, 
man-of-war,  with  a  store-ship,  we  thought  it  proper  to  com- 
municate that  intelligence  to  your  Committee  of  Safety, 
which  we  did  by  express,  on  Saturday  last,  and  which  we 
hope  has  reached  you  ere  now.  The  disgraceful  circum- 
stance, to  the  Colony,  of  seizing  the  Printer's  materials  and 
servants,  in  Norfolk;  the  captivating  our  friends  at  Kemp's 
Landing,  and  the  cowardly  behaviour  of  a  party  of  Militia 
in  that  neighbourhood,  afterwards,  proceeded  from  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  that  part  of  the  country,  and  our  inability, 
for  sometime,  to  send  them  protection,  for  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  As  soon  as  we  had  despatched  a  respectable 
body  of  men  across  James  River,  for  this  purpose.  Lord 
Dunmore  issued  his  proclamation,  and  dispersed  his  stand- 
ards and  oaths,  in  Norfolk  and  Princess  Anne,  to  which 
the  bulk  of  the  people  in  those  Counties  resorted  and  sub- 
scribed, and  a  number  of  slaves  ran  away  to  Norfolk  and 
joined  the  enemy.  Our  Army  continued  their  march  with- 
out interruption  till  they  got  to  a  place  called  the  Great- 
Bridge,  between  Suffolk  and  Norfolk;  there  the  enemy 
had  raised  a  stockade  fort  to  intercept  their  passage.  After 
some  skirmishing  for  several  days,  Lord  Dunmore's  whole 
regulars,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred,  sallied  out,  and 
passed  the  bridge  to  attack  our  party.  They  met  a  defeat 
so  complete,  and  sustained  so  large  a  carnage,  that  they 
have  not  yet  appeared  in  action.  They  retreated  on  board 
the  ships,  and  our  Army  marched  into  Norfolk  without  op- 
position, where  there  are  about  twelve  hundred  of  Virgi- 
nians and  North- Carolinians,  masters  of  the  land,  for  Col- 
onel Howe  being  convenient  to  the  place,  and  hearing  of 
the  slate  of  things  there,  had  kindly  marched  with  about 
five  hundred  men  to  our  assistance.  The  notorious  Tories, 
and  some  blacks,  are  gone  on  board  the  vessels  in  the  har- 
bour, and  have  embarked  effects  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  as  estimated. 

Our  Convention  have  under  examination  some  suspected 
persons  of  property;  others  have  come  in,  and  remain  neu- 
ter ;  all  the  slaves,  except  what  are  on  board  the  vessels, 
have  surrendered,  on  promise  of  pardon,  or  been  taken  in 
arms,  out  of  whom  some  examples  will  be  made ;  and  the 
apprehensions  of  danger,  from  that  quarter,  seem  to  have 
subsided.  Besides  the  Liverpool  and  store-ship,  which 
are  supposed  to  have  about  four  hundred  seamen  and  ma- 
rines, the  naval  force  of  our  enemy  consists  of  the  Otter, 
of  twelve  six,  and  two  four-pounders;  ihe  Kingfisher,  of 
fourteen  six,  and  four  four-pounders ;  the  Eilbeck,  pierced 
for  twenty-two  guns,  and,  perhaps,  now  recruited  from  the 
store-ship,  she  had,  however,  only  seven,  three  and  four- 
pounders,  badly  mounted ;  the  William,  of  six  guns,  size 
unknown;  and  several  lenders,  consisting  of  four  schooners, 
four  sloops,  with  small  pilot  boats,  none  of  them  very  con- 
siderable, except  a  sloop  belonging  to,  and  commanded  by, 
a  Captain  Stewart,  which  is  said  to  mount  ten  carriage 
guns.  The  men  belonging  to  all  these  ships  of  war  and 
tenders,  do  not  exceed  two  hundred,  and  these  mostly 
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pressed.  We  have  at  Hampton,  at  present,  about  two 
hundred  men  only,  who  have  so  obstructed  tlie  navigation 
Up  that  river,  by  sinking  boats,  that  none  can  get  up  but  those 
well  acquainted  with  it,  and  iiave  raised  sonne  breastworks 
for  defence.  A  reinforcement  to  them  of  two  hundred 
men  is  ordered,  and  will  be  there  in  a  day  or  two;  be- 
side those,  there  is  a  Captain  Barron,  a  brave,  experienced 
seaman,  whose  company  of  Militia,  being  also  stationed 
tliere,  has  been  very  active  in  small  excursions  of  vessels, 
in  Hampton  Roads,  from  which  he  has  brought  in  several 
vessels  belonging  to  Tories,  protected  others,  the  property 
of  friends,  from  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  has 
taken  two  tenders,  on  their  way  to  the  Eastern- Shore  for 
provisions,  manned  with  Americans  and  slaves.  We  have 
strengthened  his  hands,  by  empowering  him  to  fit  out  three 
armed  vessels,  to  be  employed  in  this  way,  and  have  great 
confidence  in  his  prudence  and  valour.  We  have  recom- 
mended it  to  Captain  Hyde,  that,  should  any  vessels  of 
yours  be  passing  through  the  Road,  they  give  a  signal,  to 
be  settled  by  him  with  Captain  Barron  and  the  command- 
ing officer  at  Hampton,  which  may  produce  some  useful 
pilots,  and,  perhaps,  other  assistance  from  thence.  We  have, 
also,  about  three  hundred  troops  in  this  city. 

We  are  informed  of  a  considerable  cannonade,  heard  this 
day  towards  Norfolk,  and  suppose  the  gust  may  have  pro- 
duced some  effects  of  consequence  there.  If  either  should 
occasion  any  material  intelligence  from  thence,  we  will  en- 
deavour to  put  it  into  the  way  of  Captain  Hyde,  on  his 
return  from  Hampton.  In  the  mean  lime,  we  have  parti- 
cularly mentioned  every  thing  which  occurs  to  us  as  mate- 
rial, and  are,  with  regard  and  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servants, 

Edmund  Pendleto.v,         P.  Carrington, 
John  Page,  Dudley  Diggs, 

Richard  Bland,  William  Cabell, 

Thomas  Ludwell  Lee,     Carter  Braxton, 

John  Tabs. 
To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Thomas  Johnson^ 
Jun.,  and  Samuel  Chase,  Esquires. 

Williamsburgh,  December  29,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Howard  delivered  me  your  favour 
of  the  22d  of  December.  I  find  the  Committee  of  Safety 
have  seen  those  gentlemen ;  who,  no  doubt,  have  made 
them  acquainted  with  the  present  situation  of  affairs.  We 
hear  the  men-of-war  are  beating  down  the  town  of  Nor- 
folk. I  most  sincerely  wish  the  speedy  arrival  of  your  ships. 
I  believe  we  have,  at  Hampton,  three  hundred  men. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Wilson  Miles  Cart. 
To  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esquire. 

A  List  of  the  Naval  Force,  now  in  the  Harbour  of  iVor/o^Ar, 
and  in  Hampton  Roads,  December  30,  1775,  viz: 

Ship  Liverpool,  twenty-eight  guns,  Henry  Belkw,  com- 
mander; sloop  Otter,  sixteen  guns,  Matthew  Squire,  com- 
mander ;  sloop  Kingfisher,  eighteen  guns,  James  Montagu, 
commander  ;  sloop,  eight  guns,  Robert  Stcivart,  comman- 
der ;  Lord  Dunmore's  ship,  Eilbeck,  force  unknown ;  six 
or  seven  small  tenders  of  small  force. 

The  force  of  Lord  Dunmore's,  by  account  of  Colonel 
Elliott:  120  Regulars;  120  Marines;  150  Negroes;  250 
Liverpool. 

Memoranda  of  Vessels,  Cargoes,  Owners,  Masters,  &c.: 
Sloop  Christian,  Ca|)tain  Avery,  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Givens,  from  Norfolk,  bound  to  Glasgow,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  bushels  of  wheat,  two  thousand  staves;  sloop 
Agatha,  Captain  Wilson,  belonging  to  Shadden  ^-  Co., 
from  Grenada,  bound  to  Norfolk,  forty-seven  hogsheads 
rum  ;  brig  Cornet,  Captain  Harris,  belonging  to  Captain 
Harris,  from  Glasgow,  bound  to  Norfolk,  a  few  dry  goods  ; 
schooner  Peggy,  Captain  Haynes,  belonging  to  Maximi- 
lian Calvert,  from  St.  Vincent's,  bound  to  Norfolk,  three 
hogsheads  rum,  one  hogshead  and  one  tierce  and  four  bar- 
rels sugar ;  sloop  Industry,  Captain  Pierce,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Hebb,  from  Turk's  Island,  hound  lo  Maryland,  nine 
hundred  bushels  salt ;  sloop  Molly,  Captain  Servant,  belong- 
ing to  Wardroop,  of  Norfolk,  from  Tur^s  Island,  bound  °o 
JNW/o/Ar,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  bushels 
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salt ;  sloop  Swallow,  Captain  Burrell,  belonging  to  Mc- 
Callister  &/■  Co.,  from  Turk's  Island,  bound  to  Norfolk 
two  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  salt ;  sloop  Snow- 
Bird,  Ca|)tain  Horn,  from  Rhode-hland,  bound  to  Mary- 
land, seven  thousand  pounds  cheese,  twenty  barrels  cider, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  of  potatoes,  tiiirty  barrels  of 
apples;  sloop  Dorothy,  Captain  Goodrick,  belonging  to 
Goodrick,  from  St.  Eustatia,  bound  to  Nansemond,  in  bal- 

TuoMAs  Elliott. 


SAMUEL  PURVIANCE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Road  January  8,  1776.]  ;  • 

Baltimore,  January  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  deposition  of  a  certain 
Captain  John  Horn,  o( Providence,  in  Rhode-Island,  who 
arrived  here  this  day.  By  said  deposition  it  appears  that 
there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  the  ships  of  war  have 
fired  upon  and  destroyed  the  town  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia. 
1  thought  it  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  that  the  Con- 
gress should  have  the  earliest  advice  of  this  important 
transaction,  that  1  liave  despatched  the  bearer  express 
therewith.  Mr.  Wall,  of  Providence,  a  gentleman  of  cha- 
racter, owner  of  Captain  Hoi-n,  who  is  now  here,  assures 
me  I  may  depend  on  the  truth  of  his  deposition. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.  .. 
To  ihe  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.  " " 

P.  S.  This  moment  a  young  man  is  arrived  from  Anna- 
polis, who  informs  me  there  was  a  boat  arrived  there  from 
Hampton,  who  brings  the  same  advice  of  the  ships  being 
left  firing  against  the  town  of  Norfolk. 

Baltimore  Town,  ss : 

This  day  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 
Lord  Proprietor's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
Baltimore,  John  Horn,  master  of  the  sloop  Snow-Bird, 
lately  arrived  from  sea,  who  did  depose  as  follows:  That 
he,  the  said  Johri  Horn,  being  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia, 
on  Monday,  the  first  instant,  did  hear  a  continued  firing  of 
great  guns  the  whole  day,  supposed  to  be  at  the  town  of 
Norfolk;  that  a  boat  (as  he  was  informed)  was  sent  the 
same  day  from  Hampton  to  know  the  cause  of  said  firing, 
which,  he  was  informed  by  Captain  Barron,  commander  of 
a  cruiser  belonging  to  Hampton,  brought  advice  that  the 
vessels  of  war  were  firing  upon  the  town  oi  Norfolk ;  that 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  a  great 
flame  and  smoke  was  perceived  at  Hampton,  supposed  to 
proceed  from  the  town  oi  Norfolk  being  on  fire.  That 
this  deponent  sailed  from  Hampton  on  Monday,  the  same 
evening,  during  which,  and  the  whole  night  following,  he 
heard  a  continual  firing  of  great  guns,  and  observed  a  great 
flame  towards  iS/oj^btt;  that  on  Tuesday,a\\da.y  till  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  he  heard  a  continual  firing  of  great 
guns,  and  observed  a  great  smoke  ascending  from  the  same 
quarter,  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

John  Horn. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Baltimore,  January  5,  1776. 

Her.  Courtenay.  I* 


ORDERS    from    NAVAL  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  COMMANDER-IN- 
CHIEF  OF  THE  FLEET  OF  THE  UNITED  COLONIES. 

In  Naval  Coramittee,  January  5,  1776. 

Orders  and  directions  for  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
Fleet  of  the  L^nited  Colonies.  ; 

You  are  to  take  care  that  proper  discipline,  good  ordef, 
and  peace,  be  preserved  amongst  all  the  ships,  and  their 
companies,  under  your  command. 

You  are  to  direct  the  several  Captains  to  make  out 
and  deliver  monthly,  oroftener,  an  exact  return  of  the  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  on  board  of  each  respective 
vessel,  noting  their  particular  condition  and  circumstance ; 
also,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  provisions  and  stores  of 
every  kind,  together  witli  the  slate  of  the  respective  ships  ; 
which  returns,  or  copies  of  them,  you  are  to  transmit  to 
Congress,  or  a  Committee  appointed  by  them  to  receive 
such  returns,  as  often  as  opportunity  offers. 
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.  You  are,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  keep  up  an 
exacl  correspondence  with  the  Congress,  or  Coniniittee  of 
Consress  aforesaid,  and  with  llie  ()oniinander-in-cl)ief  of 
the  Continental  Forces  in  America. 

As,  by  your  instniclions,  you  are  empowered  to  equip 
such  vessels  as  may  fall  into  your  power,  mid  to  ap|>oint 
officers  for  such  vessels :  as  often  as  this  shall  happen,  you 
are,  by  the  very  first  opportunity,  to  transmit  to  Congress, 
or  the  Committee  aforesaid,  the  burden,  force,  and  manner 
of  equipment  of  such  vessels,  together  with  an  exact  list  of 
such  officers  as  you  may  appoint,  in  order  that  their  ap- 
pointment may  be  confirmed  by  Congress,  or  others  be 
appointed  in  their  stead. 

You  will  be  particularly  careful  to  give  such  orders  and 
instructions  in  writing  to  the  officers  under  your  command, 
"as  the  good  of  the  service  may,  in  every  case,  require  ;  to 
devise  or  adopt,  and  give  out  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  every  ship,  such  signals  and  other  marks  and  distinctions 
as  mny  be  necessary  for  their  direction. 

You  are  to  take  very  particular  care  that  all  the  men 
under  your  command  be  properly  fed  and  taken  care  of, 
"wlien  they  are  in  health,  as  well  as  when  they  are  sick  or 
wounded.  You  will,  also,  very  carefully  attend  to  all  the 
just  complaints  which  may  be  made  by  any  of  the  people 
under  your  command,  and  see  that  they  are  speedily  and 
efTectually  redressed,  for  on  a  carefid  attention  to  these  im- 
portant subjects,  the  good  of  the  service  essentially  depends. 

You  are  always  to  be  exceedingly  careful  that  your  arms, 
as  well  great  as  small,  be  kept  in  the  very  best  condition 
for  service,  and  that  all  your  cartridges,  powder,  shot,  and 
every  accoutrement  whatsoever,  belonging  to  them,  be  kept 
in  the  most  exact  order,  always  fit  for  immediate  service. 

You  will  carefully  attend  to  such  prisoners  as  may  fall 
into  your  hands,  and  see  that  they  be  well  and  humanely 
treated.  You  may  also  send  your  prisoners  on  shore,  in 
such  convenient  places  where  they  may  be  delivered  to  the 
Conventions,  Committees  of  Safety,  or  Inspection,  in  order 
to  their  being  taken  care  of  and  properly  provided  for. 
■  You  will,  also,  give  proper  orders  and  directions  to  the 
•Captains  or  Commanders  of  the  ships  or  vessels  under  your 
Command,  in  case  they  should  be  separated  by  stress  of 
•weather  or  any  other  accident,  in  what  manner,  and  at  what 
places  they  shall  again  join  you. 
'•  Stephen  Hopkins, 

'•■  Christopher  Gadsden, 

*  Silas  Deane, 

•  Joseph  Hewes. 


ROBERT  YATES  TO  JONATHAN  HAMPTON. 

New-York,  January  5,  1776. 

Sir:  You  have,  by  Mr.  Christopher  Duyckinck,  eigh- 
teen quarter  casks  of  powder,  containing,  large  weight,  four 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  pay  some  powder  we  had  last 
summer  of  the  Committees  of  Brunsicick  and  Elizabeth- 
town,  and  wood  for  the  Continental  Army,  which  I  pray 
you  to  take  in  charge,  and  cause  the  payment  to  be  made 
to  those  Committees,  and  give  Mr.  Dui/ckinr.k  a  receipt 
for  the  powder. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  in  haste,  your  humble  servant, 

Robert  Yatks,  Chairman. 

To  Jonathan  Hampton,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
for  ElizaOethtown. 


PROTEST  or  KINDERHOOK  (NEW-yORI{)  COMMITTEE. 

After  those  clear  and  convincing  lights,  which  we  have 
thrown  on  the  business  of  the  Kinderhook  election,  have 
been  disregarded,  we  can  promise  little  benefit  to  ourselves 
from  a  further  appeal,  either  to  reason  or  justice.  We  have 
shown  that  the  late  Comniittee  for  our  District  conformed 
to  the  rules  of  the  Congress  and  of  this  Board ;  that  a  regu- 
lar poll  was  held,  at  which  they  were  appointed  to  preside, 
and  of  which  they  were,  like  other  returning  officers,  the 
only  judges  in  the  first  instance.  We  have  proved  that 
the  rejection  of  even  legal  votes,  does  not  absolutely  vitiate 
an  election  ;  and  we  have  declared  our  readiness  to  conform 
to  the  practice  of  all  publick  bodies  in  the  case  of  scrutinies, 
when  it  is  the  invariable  usage  to  strike  ofT  from  the  poll 
such  as  have  been  admitted  without  the  legal  qualification, 
and  to  add  such  as,  being  duly  qualified,  have  been  rejected 


provided  they  tendered  their  votes  at  the  election  :  and 
lo  confirm  this  doctrine,  we  have  alluded  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Common  Council  of  this  city,  in  the  scrutiny 
between  Yo<e»and  llun,  within  a  few  years.  We  have  re- 
monstrated against  the  pernicious  tendency  of  this  Board's 
countenancing  individuals  who  have  acted  in  open  and  wan- 
ton violation  of  all  precedents,  and  even  of  the  orders  of 
this  Board.  We  are,  therefore,  constrained  by  the  exigenc)' 
of  our  case,  solemnly  to  protest  against  this  proceeding  of 
the  Committee,  and  to  declare,  that  from  henceforth,  the 
District  of  Kinderhook  is  no  longer  represented  at  this 
Board ;  and  in  this  measure  we  stand  justified  to  our  con- 
stituents, as  well  as  our  consciences,  charging  all  the  mis- 
chief upon  that  decision  by  which  the  right  of  election  is 
taken  away  from  the  District  and  vested  in  this  Committee, 
and  by  which  the  majority  of  electors  is  sacrificed  to  the 
minority.  Such  a  conduct,  too,  we  conceive,  has  a  mani- 
fest tendency  to  destroy  that  union  which  some  people  pre- 
tend such  zeal  to  maintain  ;  and,  by  lessening  the  authority 
of  Congresses  and  Committees,  and  encouraging  a  breach  of 
their  rules  and  orders,  is  subversive  of  that  system  of  power 
which  the  United  Colonies  have  thought  proper  to  esta- 
blish in  carrying  on  their  defence. 

The  above  was  delivered  in  to  the  Albany  County  Com- 
mittee, the  5th  Jannary,  1776,  by  the  District  Committee 
o(  Kinderhook,  and  signed  by 

Andreas  Wilbeck, 
Cornelius  V.  Schaack,  Jun., 
Barent  Vandebpoel, 
DlRCK  Gardinier, 

Committee. 

notice  for  election  of  a  committee  for  kinderhook, 

NEW-YORK. 

Albany,  January  6,  1776. 

Whereas,  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany,  by  their  Resolve  entered  into  on  the  5ih  instant, 
have  invalidated  the  late  return  of  the  election  for  a  Com- 
mittee in  the  District  of  Kinderhook.  and  ordered  that  a  new 
election  be  held  in  said  District,  on  Monday, Ute  15th  day 
of  January,  instant,  at  the  house  of  Tobias  Van  Buren,  in 
said  District ;  and  that  Messrs.  Peter  Van  Ness,  Richard 
Essclstyn,  John  N.  Beekman,  Jacob  Schermcrhorn,  and 
Matthew  Adgate,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee 
to  hold  the  election  ;  and  that  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee  give  previous  notice,  by  advertisement,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  District,  of  the  Ume  and  place  of  such 
election  ;  and  that  four  persons  be  chosen  to  represent  said 
District  in  General  Committee  : 

In  pursuance  of  the  said  Resolution,  it  is  hereby  declar- 
ed, that  the  said  election  will  be  held  on  the  day,  and  at 
the  place  aforesaid,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  said  District  are  hereby  notified  of  said  Re- 
solves, and  earnestly  requested  to  attend  on  the  day  and 
place  aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  p'riilay,  January  5,  1776. 

I  do  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  answer  my  dear  Gene- 
ral's question  in  the  affirmative,  by  declaring  that  now  or 
never  is  the  lime  for  every  virtuous  American  to  exert 
himself  in  the  cause  of  lib<?rty  and  his  country;  and  that 
it  is  become  a  duty  cheerfully  to  sacrifice  the  sweets  of 
domestick  felicity,  to  attain  the  honest  and  glorious  end 
America  has  in  view ;  and  I  can,  with  a  good  conscience, 
declare,  that  I  have  devoted  myself  to  the  service  of  my 
country  in  the  firmest  resolution  to  sink  or  swim  with  it, 
unanxious  how  1  quit  the  stage  of  life,  provided  that  I  leave 
to  my  |)osterity  the  happy  reflection  that  their  ancestor 
was  an  honest  American. 

Here,  my  dear  sir,  you  will  ask,  why  then  do  you  wish  to 
retire  from  a  publick  office  ?  Not  because  I  am  deterred  by 
any  difficulties  I  have  experienced,  or  any  that  might  here- 
after present  themselves;  for  I  have  had  repeated  experi- 
ence in  the  course  of  life,  that  what  the  greater  part  of  man- 
kind deem  impossibilities,  exist  only  in  idea,  and  are  sur- 
mountable by  a  steady  perseverance;  but  because  I  think 
I  should  prejudice  my  country  by  continuing  any  longer  in 
this   command.     The   favourable   opinion   that  you   are 
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pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  obliges  me  to  an  explanation, 
wliicli  1  shall  give  you  in  confidence.  I  have  already  in- 
formed you  of  the  disagreeable  situation  I  have  been  in  du- 
ring the  campaign,  but  I  would  waive  that,  were  it  not  that 
it  has  chiefly  arisen  from  ))rejudice  and  jealousy ;  for  1 
could  point  out  particular  persons  of  rank  in  the  Army  who 
have  frequently  declared,  that  the  General  commanding  in 
this  quarter,  ought  to  be  of  the  Colony  from  whence  the 
majority  of  the  troops  came  ;  but  it  is  not  from  opinions  or 
principles  of  individuals  that  I  have  drawn  the  following 
conclusion :  That  troops  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
will  not  bear  with  a  General  from  another  Colony;  it  is 
from  the  daily  and  common  conversation  of  all  ranks  of 
people  from  that  Colony,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Army,  and 
1  assure  you,  that  1  sincerely  lament  that  a  people  of  so 
much  publick  virtue  should  be  actuated  by  such  an  unbe- 
coming jealousy,  founded  on  such  a  narrow  principle — a 
principle  extremely  unfriendly  to  our  righteous  cause,  as  it 
tends  to  alienate  the  affections  of  numbers  in  this  Colony, 
in  spite  the  most  favourable  constructions  that  prudent 
men,  and  real  Americans  amongst  us,  attempt  to  put  upon 
it ;  and  although  I  frankly  avow  that  I  feel  a  resentment, 
yet  1  shall  continue  to  sacrifice  it  to  a  nobler  object — the 
weal  of  that  country  in  which  I  have  drawn  the  breath  of 
life — resolved  ever  to  seek,  with  unwearied  assiduity,  for 
opportunities  to  fulfil  my  duty  to  it. 

1  shall  to-morrow  write  to  General  Montgomery  to  collect 
the  evidence  in  support  of  the  charge  against  Frcscolt,  and 
entreat  him  to  be  very  particular.  As  the  prisoners  taken 
on  board  the  vessels  in  the  St.  Ltawrence  are  not  yet  pass- 
ed, it  is  probable  that  I  may,  by  their  means,  be  able  to 
furnish  your  Excellency  with  some  accounts  of  the  usage 
Allen  received. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's,  of  the  18th, 
Major  Rogers  is  come  to  this  town.  1  sent  to  him,  and 
amongst  a  variety  of  passes,  he  produced  a  late  one  from 
the  Committee  o(  Neiv- Hampshire,  to  pass  unmolested  to 
iVcM'-  York,  for  which  place  he  sets  out  to-day.  1  believe 
there  is  no  truth  in  the  intelligence  sent  by  Mr.  ffheclock, 
for  1  find  upon  inquiry,  that  Rogers  arrived  at  this  place 
after  St.  John's  was  invested,  and  that  he  went  from 
hence  to  New-England.  I  shall,  however,  make  further 
inquiries.  1  shall  forward  the  account  against  Captain 
Morgan  to  Colonel  Arnold,  by  next  post. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed,  that  the  junction  of 
General  Montgomery  and  Col.  Artwld  has  taken  place,  but 
their  force  is  so  small,  and  the  weather  has  been  so  severe, 
that  I  fear  they  have  not  been  able  to  possess  themselves 
of  (^iicbeck.  Should  an  attempt  have  been  made  to  storm 
it,  and  have  proved  fruitless,  and  accidents  have  happened 
to  Montgomery  and  Arnold,  I  tremble  lest  Canada  should 
be  lost.  If  I  could  procure  any  men,  1  would  send  them  to 
Canada  immediately ;  but  I  know  not  where  to  get  any. 
Even  Ticondcroga  and  Fort-George  are  by  this  time,  I 
fear,  left  to  the  care  of  the  Commissary  of  Provisions  and 
Conducterof  Artillery.  The  officers  to  whom  1  had  issued 
warrants,  to  raise  four  companies,  meet  with  no  success. 

The  first  of  the  cannon  arrived  here  on  H'ednesday,  and 
the  whole  is  on  its  way,  but  detained  by  the  weakness  of 
the  ice  in  Hudson's  River,  occasioned  by  the  unconmion 
mildness  of  the  weather  for  several  days  past.  One  frosty 
night,  if  not  deferred  too  long,  will,  however,  put  every 
thing  in  order,  and  1  hope  you  will  soon  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  all  at  Cambridge. 

To-morrow,  thirteen  of  the  Caughnawaga  tribe,  under 
the  care  of  Major  Wales,  will  set  out  for  Cambridge,  on  a 
visit. 

Your  letter  to  General  Howe  gave  me  great  pleasure, 
and  his  answer  must  convince  mankind  of  your  superiority. 
His  affectation  is  trifling,  and  unbecoming  a  gentleman.  His 
letter,  I  believe,  will  be  eventually  a  censure  on  General 
Carleton. 

I  shall  immediately  forward  to  your  Excellency  what 
clothing  can  be  spared  from  here ;  great  part  of  it  is  not 
yet  made  up. 

Sunday,  January!,  1776. — Yesterday  a  frost  came  on, 
and  this  morning  1  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  first  divi- 
sion of  sleds,  with  cannon,  cross  the  river.  Should  there 
be  snow  all  the  way  to  Cambridge,  they  will  probably 
arrive  there  about  this  day  week. 

A  Mr.  Gamble,  who  was  made  prisoner  with  Brigadier 


Prescott,  and  who  was  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General 
in  Canada,  has  entreated  me  to  intercede  with  your  Excel- 
lency to  get  him  exchanged.  He  urges  that  he  must  be 
ruined  unless  he  can  get  back  to  Canada.  Although  I  by 
no  means  wish  to  prejudice  an  individual,  yet  I  do  not 
think  it  prudent  that  he  should  go  to  (^ucbcck,  unless  it  is 
in  our  possession.  When  that  happens.  I  can  see  no  incon- 
veniency  in  exchanging  him,  or  permitting  him  to  go,  and 
shall  esteem  it  as  a  favour  if  he  can  then  procure  your  leave, 
and  if  you  can  get  him  exchanged,  that  he  may  not  lose 
his  oftice.  He  writes  to  General  Lee  on  the  subject.  I 
have  expressly  informed  him  that  I  did  not  think  he  could 
be  permitted  to  go  to  (^uebcck,  until  after  its  reduction. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  compliments  of  the  season, 
and  my  best  wishes.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  un- 
feigned esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  and  most 

humble  servant,  •„  ^ 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER    FROM    MONTREAL,  DATED  JANUART 
5,    1776. 

I  came  here  last  night,  with  despatches  to  General  Woos- 
ter,  having  just  time  to  acquaint  you,  per  express,  that  on 
the  30th  instant  two  attacks  were  made  by  our  troops 
on  ^ucbeck,  and  a  feint  at  Cape-Diamond ;  the  one  at 
St.  Roque's,  by  Colonel  Arnold's  detachment,  consisting 
of  about  four  hundred  men,  with  sixty  of  Captain  Lamb's 
company  of  artillery,  and  a  party  q( Indians;  the  other,  at 
Drummond's  wharf,  under  Cajie- Diamond,  by  the  New- 
York  troops,  conunanded  by  Gen.  Montgomery,  who  was  at 
their  head.  The  attack  was  commenced  between  five  and 
six  o'clock,  in  the  morning.  It  is  with  the  greatest  con- 
cern I  inform  you,  that  our  brave  General,  his  Aid-de-cainp 
Mr.  Macpherson,  and  Captain  Checseman,  fell  the  first  fire, 
in  the  glorious  attempt.  I  was  with  the  General's  party, 
and  near  him  when  he  was  killed.  Mr.  Macpherson  beliaved 
with  spirit,  and  was  an  honour  to  his  country.  We  passed 
the  first  barrier  without  opposition.  This  fatal  stroke,  of 
losing  our  General,  threw  our  troops  into  confusion,  and 
we  received  orders  from  Colonel  Campbell  to  retire,  with 
the  loss  of  about  fifteen  men.  Colonel  .^IrnoWi  detachment, 
on  the  south  side,  forced  two  barriers  out  of  four,  and  about 
nine  o'clock  they  were  surrounded,  and  under  the  neces- 
sity of  surrendering  themselves  prisoners  of  war.  They  are 
very  well  treated.  Governour  Carleton  buried  General 
Montgomery  and  Mr.  Macpherson  with  all  the  honours  of 
war.  Major  Meigs  is  out  on  parole  of  honour,  for  three 
days,  and  has  leave  to  carry  in  all  the  officers'  baggage. 
Colonel  Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  small  of  his  leg,  at 
the  first  barrier,  as  was  Major  Ogden,  and  they  both  re- 
tired ;  Colonel  Green  had  the  command  afterwards.  Colonel 
Arnold's  detachment  behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery, 
and  struck  terrour  into  General  Carleton,  or  he  would  not 
treat  them  as  he  does.  Major  Meigs  says  General  Carle- 
ton does  not  expect  to  hold  Qucbeck  long.  Captain  Hen- 
dcricks,  of  the  Pennsylvania  riflemen,  Lieutenant  Hum- 
phries, of  Morgan's  company,  of  Virginia  riflemen,  and 
Lieutenant  Cooper,  of  Captain  Manchet's  company,  are 
killed  ;  Captain  Lamb  is  slightly  wounded,  and  about  one 
hundred  privates  are  killed  and  wounded. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASItlNCTON. 

January  5,  1776.,. 

Dear  General:  The  consequences  of  the  enemy's 
possessing  themselves  of  New- York,  have  appeared  to  me 
so  terrible,  that  I  have  scarcely  been  able  to  sleep  from 
apprehensions  on  the  subject.  These  apprehensions  daily 
increase.  You  have  it  in  your  power,  at  present,  to  pre- 
vent this  dreadful  event.  If  I  do  not  mistake,  the  Con- 
gress have  given  you  authority  to  take  any  step  in  that 
place,  as  well  as  here,  which  you  shall  think  necessary  for 
the  publick  service;  but  if  they  have  not  given  you,  ex- 
pressly and  literally,  authority  with  respect  to  the  city  of 
New-York,  I  am  confident  that  any  measure  you  think 
right  to  plan,  and  put  in  execution,  will  be  approved  of.  I 
have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  from  the  most  authen- 
tick  intelligence,  that  the  best  members  of  the  Congress 
expect  that  you  would  take  much  upon  yourself,  as  refer- 
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rin"  every  matter  of  importance  to  them  is,  in  fact,  defeat- 
ing the  project.  We  have  an  instance  of  this  in  the  fate 
of  the  motion  for  seizing  tiie  |)erson  of  Mr.  Tryon.  To 
you  they  look  up  for  decision.  By  your  conduct  they  are 
to  be  inspired  with  decision.  In  fact,  your  situation  is  sucii, 
tliat  the  salvation  of  the  wiiole  depends  on  your  striking,  at 
certain  crises,  vigorous  strokes,  without  previously  commu- 
nicating your  intention.  On  this  principle,  1  venture  to 
propose  the  following  scheme,  and  to  ofl'er  myself  for  the 
execution : 

New-  YorTc  must  be  secured ;  but  it  will  never,  I  am 
afraid,  be  secured  by  direct  order  of  the  Congress,  for  ob- 
vious reasons.  They  find  themselves  awkwardly  situated  on 
this  head.  You  must  step  in  to  their  relief.  1  am  sensible 
that  no  man  can  be  spared  from  the  lines,  in  our  present 
circumstances  ;  but  i  would  propose  that  you  should  detach 
me  into  Connecticut,  and  lend  your  name  for  collecting  a 
body  of  volunteers.  I  am  assured  that  1  shall  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  assembling  a  sufficient  number  for  the  purposes 
wanted.  This  body,  in  conjunction  (if  there  should  ap- 
pear occasion  to  summon  them)  with  the  Jersey  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Stirling,  now  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  will  effect  the  security  of  New-  York,  and  the  expul- 
sion or  suppression  of  that  dangerous  banditti  of  Tories  who 
have  appeared  in  Long-Island,  with  the  professed  inten- 
tion of  acting  against  the  authority  of  the  Congress.  Not 
to  crush  these  serpents,  before  their  rattles  are  grown, 
would  be  ruinous.  I  am  assured,  likewise,  that  the  Con- 
necticut volunteers,  who  will  offer  themselves  for  the  ser- 
vice, will  expect  no  pay,  but  at  most  the  expenses  of  their 
provisions,  and,  perhaps,  of  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  their  baggnge.  When  once  we  have  secured  the  place 
with  street-forlifications,  and  engaged  the  friends  of  liberty 
so  far  that  they  cannot  recede,  purged  the  city  and  Long- 
Island  of  the  leading  tories,  the  residence  of  those  Connec- 
ticut volunteers  will  be  no  longer  necessary ;  for  there  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Congress  will  detach  troops 
from  Pennsylvania,  to  garrison  the  place,  although,  from 
reasons  hinted  at,  they  may  not  choose  to  commence  the 
operation.  This  manoeuvre  I  not  only  think  prudent  and 
right,  but  absolutely  necessary  to  our  salvation ;  and  if  it 
meets,  as  I  ardently  hope  it  will,  with  your  approbation, 
the  sooner  it  is  entered  upon  the  better.  Indeed,  the  de- 
lay of  a  single  day  may  be  fatal. 

I  am,  dear  General,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

Charles  Lee. 

form  of  government  assumed  bt  the  colony  of  new- 
hampshire. 
In  Congress,  at  Exeter,  January  5,  1776. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
Netc- Hampshire,  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  free  suf- 
frages of  the  people  of  said  Colony,  and  authorized  and 
empowered  by  them  to  meet  together,  and  use  such  means, 
and  pursue  such  measures,  as  we  should  judge  best  for  the 
publick  good  ;  and,  in  particular,  to  establish  some  form 
of  Government,  provided  that  measure  should  be  recom- 
mended by  the  Continental  Congress :  And  a  recommen- 
dation to  that  purpose  having  been  transmitted  to  us  from 
the  said  Congress,  have  taken  into  our  serious  considera- 
tion the  unhappy  circumstances  into  which  this  Colony  is 
involved,  by  means  of  many  grievous  and  oppressive  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament— depriving  us  of  our  native  and 
constitutional  rights  and  privileges :  To  force  obedience  to 
which  acts,  a  powerful  fleet  and  army  have  been  sent  into 
this  country  by  the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  who  have 
exercised  a  wanton  and  cruel  abuse  of  their  power,  in  de- 
stroying the  lives  and  properties  of  the  Colonists,  in  many 
places,  with  fire  and  sword — taking  the  ships  and  laden 
from  many  of  the  honest  and  industrious  inhabitants  of  this 
Colony,  employed  in  commerce  agreeably  to  the  laws  and 
customs  a  long  time  used  here :  The  sudden  and  abrupt 
departure  of  his  Excellency  John  fVentworth,  Esq.,  our 
late  Governour,  and  several  of  the  Council,  leaving  us  des- 
titute of  legislation ;.  and  no  Executive  courts  being  open 
to  punish  criminal  offenders,  whereby  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  honest  people  of  this  Colony  are  liable  to  the 
machinations  and  evil  designs  of  wicked  men : 

Tlierefore,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order, 
and  for  the  security  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Colony,  we  conceive  ourselves  reduced  to 


tiie  necessity  of  establishing  a  form  of  Government,  to  con- 
tinue during  the  present  unhappy  and  unnatural  contest 
with  Great  Britain;  protesting  and  declaring,  that  we 
never  sought  to  throw  off  our  dependance  upon  Great 
Britain,  but  felt  ourselves  happy  under  her  protection, 
while  we  could  enjoy  our  constitutional  rights  and  privi- 
leges ;  and  that  we  shall  rejoice  if  such  a  reconciliation,  be- 
tween us  and  our  parent  state,  can  be  effected,  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Continental  Congress,  in  whose  prudence 
and  wisdom  we  confide. 

Accordingly,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  do 
resolve,  that  this  Congress  assume  the  name,  power,  and 
authority,  of  a  House  of  Representatives,  or  Assembly,  for 
the  Colony  o( New- Hampshire.  And  that  said  House  then 
proceed  to  choose  twelve  persons,  being  reputable  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  within  this  Colony,  in  the  following 
manner,  viz:  Five  in  the  County  of  Rockingham,  t%vo  in 
the  County  of  Stafford,  two  in  the  County  of  Hillsbo- 
rough, two  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  and  one  in  the 
County  of  Grafton,  to  be  a  distinct  and  separate  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  by  the  name  of  a  Council  for  this  Co- 
lony ;  to  continue  as  such  until  the  third  Wednesday  in 
December  next,  any  seven  of  whom  to  he  a  quorum  to  do 
business. 

That  such  Council  appoint  their  President,  and,  in  his 
absence,  that  the  senior  Counsellor  preside. 

That  a  Secretary  be  appointed  hy  both  branches,  who 
may  be  a  Counsellor,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  choose. 

That  no  Act  or  Resolve  be  valid,  and  put  into  execu- 
tion, unless  agreed  to,  and  passed  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature. 

That  all  publick  officers  for  the  said  Colony,  and  each 
County,  for  the  current  year,  be  appointed  by  the  Council 
and  Assembly,  except  tiie  several  Clerks  of  the  Executive 
Courts,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  re- 
spective Courts. 

That  all  Bills,  Resolves,  or  Votes,  for  raising,  levying, 
and  collecting  money,  originate  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. 

That  at  any  sessions  of  the  Council  and  Assembly, 
neither  branch  shall  adjourn  for  any  longer  time  than  from 
Saturday  till  the  next  Monday,  without  consent  of  the 
other. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  present  unhap- 
py disputes  with  Great  Britain  should  continue  longer 
than  this  present  year,  and  the  Continental  Congress  give 
no  instructions  or  directions  to  the  contrary,  the  Council 
be  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  respective  County,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
shall  order. 

That  General  and  Field-Officers  of  the  Militia,  on  any 
vacancy,  be  appointed  by  the  two  Houses,  and  all  inferior 
officers  be  chosen  by  the  respective  companies. 

That  all  officers  of  the  Army  be  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses,  except  they  should  direct  otherwise  in  case  of  an 
emergency. 

That  all  civil  officers  for  the  Colony,  and  for  each  Coun- 
ty, be  appointed,  and  the  time  of  their  continuance  in  office 
be  determined  by  the  two  Houses,  except  Clerks  of  Courts, 
and  County  Treasurers,  and  Recorders  of  Deeds. 

That  a  Treasurer  and  a  Recorder  of  Deeds,  for  each 
County,  be  annually  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  Coun- 
ty, respectively;  the  votes  for  such  officers  to  be  returned 
to  the  respective  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
in  the  County,  there  to  be  ascertained  as  the  Council  and 
Assembly  shall  hereafter  direct. 

That  Precepts,  in  the  name  of  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly, signed  by  the  President  of  the  Council,  and  the  Speak- 
er of  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  issue  annually, 
at  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  for  the  choice  of  a 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  returned  by 
the  third  Wednesday  in  December,  then  next  ensuing,  in 
such  manner  as  the  Council  and  Assembly  shall  hereafter 
prescribe.  

coi;rt-martial  on  captain  spencer. 

At  a  General  Court-Martial,  held  for  inquiring  into  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Spencer,  of  the  Minute  Battalion,  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott's  detachment,  and  for  the  trial  of 
all  the  prisoners  in  all  the  guards:  Present — 

John  Ruffm,  President,  Captain  Markham,  Captain  Fie- 
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ming,  Captain  Meade,  Captain  Crawford,  Captain  Jame- 
son, Captain  Mason,  Lieutenant  Gee,  Lieutenant  Monroe, 
Lieutenant  Hamvay,  Ensign  fVoodson,  Ensign  Halto'xay, 
Ensign  Foster. 

Captain  Spencer  appeared  before  the  Court,  when  seve- 
ral depositions  were  read,  and  divers  witnesses  were  sworn 
and  examined.  On  consideration  whereof,  the  Court  is  of 
opinion,  that  Captain  Spencer  is  not  guilty  of  the  charge 
laid  against  him,  and  that  he  be  discharged  from  the  arrest. 

John  Ruffin. 

Approved  of  by  Robekt  Howe. 

Whereas,  I  have  been  informed  that  some  reports  have 
been  spread  to  the  prejudice  of  Captain  Joseph  Spencer, 
respecting  his  conduct  in  a  late  attack  of  the  enemy,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Scott :  These  are  to  cer- 
tify, that  tlie  above  affair  was  inquired  into  by  a  Court- 
Marlial,  who,  after  a  fair  hearing,  honourably  acquitted 
Captain  Spencer.  That  the  said  Captain  Spencer  has 
served  under  my  command  ever  since  we  left  IVilliams- 
burgh,  upon  the  Norfolk  expedition,  and  has  always  dis- 
charged iiis  duty  as  a  good  officer. 

Given  under  my  hand,  dt  Norfolk,  the  6th  day  o(  Janu- 

"'  ■  William  Woodford. 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fhiladclphia,  January  6,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honour  of  enclosing  you  sundry  reso- 
lutions, passed  yesterday,  respecting  Mr.  Lovell. 

The  Congress  are  desirous  to  know  your  opinion  what 
rank  it  would  be  proper  the  Aid-de-camps  of  the  General 
Officers  ought  to  hold  in  the  Army  ;  and,  on  this  head,  I 
am  directed  to  write  to  you,  and  desire  your  answer. 

Just  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  Connolly  and  Came- 
ron were  brought  to  town.  By  some  mismanagement. 
Smith,  one  of  their  associates,  was  suffered  to  make  his 
escape  from  Fredericktown,  where  they  were  confined. 
Orders  were  given  to  have  his  saddle  searched,  but  no- 
thing is  yet  discovered.  There  is  reason  to  believe  he 
must  have  found  means  to  withdraw  his  papers,  as  we  find, 
by  an  account  from  the  Committee  of  Frederick,  that  his 
saddle  was  mended  there. 

The  French  gentlemen  are  arrived,  and  referred  to  the 
Secret  Committee. 

The  Congress  have  given  orders  to  General  Schuyler,  im- 
mediately to  secure  Brigadier-General  Prescott,  and  keep 
bim  in  close  and  safe  custody  until  further  order. 

I  am,  &.C., 


To  General  Washington. 


John  Hancock,  President, 


JOHN  jay  to  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON. 

Philadelphia,  January  6,  1776. 

Dear  Robert:  Amid  the  various  sources  of  consola- 
tion, in  seasons  of  poignant  distress,  which  the  wise  have 
long  amused  themselves  and  the  world  with,  the  little  share 
of  observation  and  experience  wiiich  has  fallen  to  my  lot, 
convinces  me  that  resignation  to  the  dispensations  of  a  be- 
nevolent as  well  as  omnipotent  Being,  can  alone  administer 
relief.  The  sensations  which  the  first  paragraph  of  your 
letter  has  occasioned,  mock  the  force  of  philosophy,  and, 
1  confess,  have  rendered  me  the  sport  of  feelings  which 
you  can  more  easily  conceive  than  I  express.  Grief,  if  a 
weakness,  is  nevetheless,  on  certain  occasions  amiable,  and 
recommends  itself  by  being  in  the  train  of  passions  which 
follow  virtue.  But  remember,  my  friend,  that  your  coun- 
try bleeds  and  calls  for  your  exertions.  The  fate  of  those 
very  friends,  whose  misfortunes  so  justly  afflict  you,  is 
linked  with  the  common  cause,  and  cannot  have  a  separate 
issue.  Rouse,  therefore,  and  after  vigorously  discharging 
the  duties  you  owe  your  country,  return  to  your  peaceful 
shades,  and  supply  the  place  of  your  former  joys  by  the 
reflection,  that  tiiey  are  only  removed  to  a  more  kindred 
soil,  like  flowers  from  a  thorny  wilderness  by  a  friendly  flo- 
rist, under  whose  care  they  will  flourish  and  bloom,  and 
court  your  embraces  forever.  Accept  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  ardour  with  which  you  wish  a  continuance  and  in- 
crease of  that  friendship  to  which  I  have  long  been  much 
indebted.  Be  assured  that  its  duration  will  always  be 
among  the  first  objects  of  my  care.     Let  us  unite  in  pro- 


ving, by  our  example,  that  the  rule  which  declares  juvenile 
friendships,  like  vernal  flowers,  to  be  of  short  continuance, 
is  not  without  exce[)tions,  even  in  our  degenerate  days. 

Mr.  Deane  has  this  moment  come  in,  so  that  I  must  con- 
clude, as  1  hope  to  conclude  every  letter  to  you,  with  aa 
assurance  that  1  am  your  affectionate  friend, 

To  Robert  R.  Livingston.  ^°"^  ''^*^- 

P.  S.  Fifty  tons  of  saltpetre  arrived  this  day. 


report  of  the  committee  on  the  northern  army. 

[January  6,  1776,  read,  and  consideration  postponed  to  Monday  next.} 

In  Congress,  January  6,  1776. 

The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Northern  Army, 
beg  leave  to  make  a  further  Report,  and  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Cominittee, 
that  the  Medical  Committee  be  directed  to  provide  suffi- 
cient quantities  of  anti-scorbuticks,  for  the  use  of  the  Hos- 
pital in  the  Northern  Army. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Hosjiital  at  Fort-George  be  continued,  for  the  recep- 
tion of  soldiers  labouring  with  contagious  diseases ;  and 
that  there  be  a  General  Hospital  erected  on  Mount-Inde- 
pendence. 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  spot  of  ground  for  a  gardeA 
be  enclosed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  General  Hospital, 
to  supply  the  Army  with  vegetables;  and  that  labourers 
be  hired  to  cultivate  it,  under  the  direction  of  an  overseer, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  General,  or  commanding  officer. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  General,  or  commanding  officer  in  each  of  the  Armies, 
cause  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Hospitals,  and  their  surgeons,  officers,  and 
servants,  and  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  that,  if  there 
has  been  any  just  ground  of  complaint  in  those  depart- 
ments, the  offenders  may  be  punished. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer,  of  every  regiment, 
make  frequent  inquiry  into  the  health  of  the  men  under 
his  command,  and  report  the  state  thereof,  with  any  negli- 
gence, malpractice,  or  other  misconduct,  of  the  surgeons, 
or  others,  to  the  General  and  to  Congress,  delivering  co- 
pies of  such  reports  to  all  persons  therein  accused. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
the  General,  or  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Northern  Army, 
direct  all  the  Batteaus  on  Lakes  Champlain  and  George, 
to  be  immediately  repaired. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
one  hundred  Batteaus  be  built  at  Schenectady,  so  as  to  be 
ready  for  use  in  February,  or  March  next,  at  furthest ; 
and,  for  this  purpose,  that  boards,  pitch,  oakum,  and  other 
necessary  materials,  be  collected,  and  artificers  employed, 
by  the  General,  or  commanding  officer. 


lord  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  January  6,   1776 — 12  o'clock. 

Sir:  After  sealing  the  letters  which  Captain  7V/om» 
will  deliver  you  herewith,  I  found  on  the  messenger  some 
private  letters  to  Mrs.  Gage,  which  1  have  forwarded. 
The  handwriting  of  one  of  them  I  knew  to  be  from  a 
most  dangerous  man  ;  and,  for  very  particular  reasons,  I 
was  induced  to  open  it.  I  now  send  it  to  you,  and  am 
your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.  ,' 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  January  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Having  particular  reasons  for  believing  that  an  ex- 
press, which  went  through  this  place  about  noon,  this  day, 
for  New-York,  was  charged  with  despatches  of  importance 
for  the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  might  con- 
tain matters  valuable  to  be  known  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, 1  immediately  despatched  the  bearer  hereof,  Capt. 
Morris,  of  my  regiment,  to  overtake  the  messenger,  which 
he  did,  at  the  second  ferry  between  this  and  New-York, 
and  has  this  moment  brought  back  the  messenger,  with 
the  enclosed  two  packets,  directed  for  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
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mouth,  which  I  think  it  is  most  proper  to  send  lo  you  un- 
opened, in  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Congress.  Captain 
"JUorm,  who,  on  tiiis  occasion,  has  behaved  with  great  pru- 
dence and  alertness,  will  wait  for  whatever  despatches  or 
commands  you  may  have  for  me. 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  several  vessels, 
with  valuable  cargoes,  from  foreign  ports,  have  arrived  in 
this  Province,  and,  under  ilie  protection  1  have  afforded 
them,  have  landed  their  cargoes.  Among  the  rest,  are 
some  hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder,  which,  chiefly,  is 
safely  lodged  in  New-  York. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON,  DA- 
TED NEW-YORK,  JANUARY  6,  1776. 

This  Colony  contains  about  200,000  souls,  of  which, 
by  an  exact  return,  40,000  are  able  to  bear  ariris ;  from 
whom  deduct  2,000,  as  lukewarm  and  disaffected,  which 
leaves  38,000  men  attached  to  the  American  cause.  The 
Militia  of  the  Colony  is  well  regulated  by  the  Convention; 
9,500  are  appointed  as  Minute-Men,  properly  officered, 
and  allowed  the  pay  of  the  Continental  troops,  for  the 
extra  days  they  muster  above  the  time  prescribed  by  law. 
Ammunition  is  distributed  to  them,  at  the  publick  ex- 
pense, by  the  several  County  Committees.  They  are 
tolerably  well  armed,  but,  by  the  Spring,  will  be  its  com- 
pletely furnished  as  any  troops  in  the  world,  contracts 
having,  for  some  time  past,  been  made  for  that  purpose, 
by,  and  under  the  inspection  of  gentlemen  who  have  the 
cause  at  heart.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  intrenching  tools 
are  made,  and  their  camp  equipage  preparing.  They 
have  a  good  train  of  brass  field-arlillery,  of  their  own  cast- 
ing, and  a  vast  plenty  of  iion  ordnance.  The  Militia  is 
commanded  by  one  Major  and  six  Brigade  Generals.  This 
Colony  is  far  better  (irepared  for  defence  than  the  Massa- 
chusetts was  last  Spring ;  all  our  neighbours  are  in  a  belter 
state.  The  present  Convention  of  the  Colony  exists  till 
Mai/  next ;  during  the  recess,  the  publick  affairs  are  con- 
ducted by  a  Committee,  or  Council  of  Safety. 

There  are  now  twenty-six  complete  regiments  at 
Cambridge,  of  632  effective  men,  which  amounts  to 
16,422.  The  Connecticut  troops  returned  home,  after 
the  expiration  of  their  time.  That  Colony  is  now  raising 
nineteen  regiments,  of  900  effective  men  each.  Neto- 
York  has  raised  four,  of  750  each.  Jersey  two,  of  632; 
and  Pennsylvania  five,  of  632,  effective.  The  number 
raised  in  the  Southern  Colonies,  I  cannot  inform  you. 
The  Army  at  Cambridge  is  now  exceedingly  well  provided 
with  anmiunition  and  artillery. 

General  fVooster  commanded  at  Montreal.  Our  last 
advices  from  Canada  are  dated  the  7lh  of  December. 
General  Montgomery  was  then  before  Q^uebeck,  with  4,000 
Provincials  and  5,000  Canadians ;  he  was  waiting  for  his 
artillery  to  come  from  Montreal.  Upon  its  arrival,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  he  would  soon  oblige  General  Carhton  to 
surrender,  who  has  in  garrison,  under  his  command,  to  de- 
fend the  place,  1,053  men,  consisting  of  English  and 
French  merchants,  emigrants,  Newfoundland-men,  sailors, 
and  marines. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER   FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  AT  NEW- YORK 
TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  SCOTLAND,  DATED  JANUARY  6,   1776. 

Mr.  Washington,  with  25,000  men,  still  keeps  Gene- 
ral Howe  within  the  limits  of  Bunker's  Hill  and  the  town 
of  Boston.  Their  privatners  have  had  amazing  success 
in  taking  a  vast  number  of  provision  and  store-ships,  some 
with  cannon  and  ordnance  stores.  In  short,  they  are  very 
active.  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  the  British  fleet, 
although  they  are  very  numerous.  Captain  IVallace,  at 
liAorfe-/s/fln(/,  has,  indeed,  kept  them  in  good  order  there; 
but,  by  all  accounts,  [Admiral  Graves]  has  behaved  very 
ill.  He  gives  no  proper  orders  to  his  Captains  detached, 
and  studies  nothing,  himself,  but  getting  money.  In  the 
beginning,  some  people  ventured  to  Boston  by  water,  with 
fresh  provisions;  but  there  is  such  oppression,  that  none 
of  them  will  go  again.  Even  the  poor  fishermen  cannot 
get  out,  till  they  give  a  dollar  to  his  Secretary. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  January  6,  1776. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honourof  your  favour  of  the  1st  inst. 
The  Paymaster-General  has  delivered  me  the  rolls  of  some 
of  General  fVooster's  regiment,  as,  also,  Captain  Curtis's 
pay-roll,  by  which,  1  observe,  he  is  paid  for  sundry  pre- 
miums, allowed  by  your  (Colony.  As  these  differ  from  the 
allowances  made  in  other  Colonies,  and  having  no  direc- 
tions from  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  head,  I  can- 
not venture  to  give  any  warrants  for  their  payment.  I 
believe,  at  any  rate,  that  this  would  best  come  as  a  Colo- 
nial charge  against  the  Continent,  together  with  the  days 
added  for  returning  home.  In  this  view,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  enclose  your  Honour  a  form  of  a  pay-roll,  agree- 
able to  which  1  have  paid  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony. 
It  will  be  almost  impossible  for  many  of  the  Captains  to 
ascertain  the  dates  of  the  discharges  of  many  of  their  men, 
but  this  can  be  supplied  from  my  books  ;  as  to  such  as  were 
discharged  by  Colonel  Hinman  or  me,  I  propose  to  give 
warrants  for  the  pay,  and  tliat  the  Paymaster  should, 
immediately  after  the  accounts  are  finished,  repair  to  Con- 
necticut, and  pay  the  Captains  there.  Such  of  the  men 
as  have  reinlisted  in  Canada,  lo  have  their  names  entered 
in  the  roll,  following  each  other,  and,  if  the  Captains  are 
not  certain  as  to  the  time,  then  to  make  up  the  wages  due 
to  them  the  Idih  November.  I  have  ordered  the  Captains 
of  the  troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  to  send  nte  accounts 
of  the  distance  the  people  had  to  travel  from  where  they 
were  discharged  to  their  places  of  residence,  that  I  might 
lay  it  before  the  Congress,  which  1  wish  yours,  also,  to  do. 
The  billeting  money,  which  I  will  grant  warrants  for,  I 
wish  to  have  in  separate  rolls. 

General  Montgomery  was  still  before  Quebeck,  on  the 
16ih  December,  and  had  intentions  of  storming,  but  he 
has  so  few  troops,  (only  eight  hundred,  and  a  few  Cana- 
dians,) that  1  tremble  for  the  event.  1  wish  he  could  have 
prevailed  on  more  of  the  troops  to  remain  in  Canada. 

Please  to  accept  my  best  wishes,  with  the  compliments 
of  the  season. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your  Honour's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant,  r«  o 

'         Philip  bciiuvLER. 

Governour  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  I  take  the  libeity  of  enclosing  fifty  dollars,  which 
General  Frescott  sends  Mr.  McKay,  begging  your  Honour 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  him. 


GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO  COLONEL  WARNER. 

Montreal,  January  6,  1776. 

Sir:  With  the  greatest  distress  of  mind  I  now  sit  down 
to  WTite  to  you  of  the  event  of  an  unfortunate  attack  made 
on  Q^uebeck,  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six  in  the 
morning,  of  the  31st  December ;  unfortunate  indeed  for  us; 
in  it  fell  our  brave  General  Montgomery,  his  Aid-de-camp 
Macpherson,  Captains  Cheeseman  and  Hendricks,  of  the 
riflemen,  and  two  or  three  of  the  subalterns,  and  between 
sixty  and  one  hundred  privates,  (the  number  uncertain,) 
and  about  three  hundred  officers  and  soldiers  taken  prison- 
ers, among  whom  are  Lieutenant-Colonel  Green,  .Major 
Bigelow,  Major  Meigs,  and  a  number  of  Captains  and  in- 
ferior officers.  Colonel  Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  action,  as  was  Major  Ogden,  in  the 
shoulder,  and  brought  to  the  General  Hospital.  I  have  not 
time  to  give  you  the  particulars,  but  thus  much  will  suffice 
to  show,  that  in  consequence  of  this  defeat,  our  prospecis 
in  this  couniry  are  rendered  very  dubious,  and,  unless  we 
can  quickly  be  reinforced,  perhaps  it  will  be  fatal,  not  only 
to  us,  who  are  stationed  here,  but  to  the  Colonies  in  gene- 
ral, especially  to  the  frontiers.  Greatly,  very  greatly,  de- 
pends upon  our  keeping  possession  of  this  country.  You 
know  as  well  as  any  other  man,  the  temper  and  disposition 
of  the  Canadians ;  that  they  are  not  persevering  in  adver- 
sity; that  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  but,  like  the 
Savages,  are  exireinely  fond  of  choosing  the  strongest  party; 
and,  add  to  this,  our  enemies  in  the  country,  of  which  there 
are  many,  who  use  every  method  to  excite  the  Canadians 
against  us ;  among  other  things,  they  tell  them  that  the 
United  Colonies  intend  to  abandon  the  country;  the  cler- 
gy refused  absolution  to  all  who  have  shown  themselves  our 
friends,  and  preach  damnation  to  those  that  will  not  take  up 
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arms  against  us,  and  tell  them  that  now  it  is  not  too  late 
that  we  are  but  a  iiandful  of  men. 

i  iiave  sent  an  express  to  General  Schuyler,  General 
Washiiiglon,  and  to  Congress,  but  you  know  liow  far  they 
have  to  go,  and  it  Is  very  uncertain  liow  long  it  will  be  be- 
fore we  can  have  relief  from  them.  You,  sir,  and  the 
Green-Mountain  corps  are  in  our  neighbourhood ;  you  all 
have  arms,  and,  I  am  confident,  ever  stand  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  your  brethren  in  distress.  1  am  sensible 
that  there  was  some  disagreement  between  you  and  Gene- 
ral Montgomery.  Poor  man  !  he  has  lost  his  life  fighting 
valiantly  for  his  country;  but  why  do  1  mention  any  thing 
about  disagreement  between  you  ;  1  know  tiiat  no  private 
resentment  can  hinder  your  exercising  every  faculty  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  privileges  for  which  we  are  nobly  con- 
tending; therefore,  let  me  beg  of  you,  to  collect  as  many 
men  as  you  can,  five,  six,  or  seven  hundred,  and  if  you  can, 
and  some  how  or  other,  convey  into  this  country,  and  stay 
with  us  till  we  can  have  relief  from  the  Colonies.  You  are 
sensible  we  have  provisions  of  all  kinds  in  abundance,  and 
the  weather  in  this  country  is  not  so  frightful  as  many  have 
imagined.  You  will  see  that  proper  officers  are  appointed 
under  you,  and  both  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  paid  as 
the  other  Continental  troops.  It  will  be  well  for  your  men 
to  set  out  as  fast  as  they  are  collected,  not  so  much  matter 
whether  together  or  not,  but  let  them  set  out,  ten,  twenty, 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty,  as  they  can  be  fir^t  collected,  for  it 
must  have  a  good  eflect  on  the  minds  of  the  Canadians, 
to  see  succour  coming  in.  You  will  be  good  enough  to 
send  copies  of  this  letter,  or  such  parts  of  it  as  you  think 
proper,  to  the  people  below  you.  1  cannot  but  think  our 
friends  will  make  a  push  into  the  country,  and  am  confi- 
dent you  will  not  disappoint  my  most  fervent  wish  and  ex- 
pectation in  seeing  you  here,  with  your  men,  in  a  very  short 
lime.  Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  distinguish  yourselves; 
of  obtaining  the  united  applause  of  your  grateful  country- 
men, of  your  distressed  friends  in  Canada,  and  your  very 

great  friend  and  servant,  »-.  .^^ 

°  '  Uavid   Wooster. 

To  Colonel  Warner. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  ARNOLD,  DATED 
CAMP  BEFORE  QUEBECK,  JANUARY  6,  1776. 

Before  this  reaches  you  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  have 
heard  of  our  misfortune  of  the  3lst  ultimo,  and  will  be  anx- 
ious for  my  safety.  I  should  have  wrote  you  before,  but 
a  continual  hurry  of  business  has  prevented  me.  The  com- 
mand of  the  Army,  by  the  death  of  my  truly  great  and 
good  friend,  General  A/on/^omery,  devolved  on  me  ;  a  task, 
1  find,  too  heavy  under  my  present  circumstances.  I  re- 
ceived a  wound  by  a  ball  through  my  left  leg,  at  the  time 
I  had  gained  the  first  battery,  at  the  lower  town,  which,  by 
the  loss  of  blood,  rendered  me  very  weak.  As  soon  as  the 
main  body  came  up,  with  some  assistance  1  returned  to  the 
hospital,  near  a  mile,  on  foot,  being  obliged  to  draw  one 
leg  after  me,  and  a  great  part  of  the  way  under  the  con- 
tinual fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  walls,  at  no  greater  dis- 
tance than  fifty  yards.  I  providentially  escaped,  though 
several  were  shot  down  at  my  side.  1  soon  learned  the 
death  of  our  General,  who  attacked  the  town  at  the  side 
opposite  to  me  ;  he  behaved  heroically  :  marched  up  in  the 
face  of  their  cannon,  and  when  he  had  nearly  gained  the 
pass,  received  the  fatal  shot,  or  the  town  would  I  ave  been 
ours.  This  occasioned  the  disaster  that  afterwards  happened 
to  my  detachment,  which,  after  the  General's  defeat,  liad  the 
whole  garrison  to  encounter,  under  every  disadvantage  of 
ground,  &,c.  &.C.  To  return  was  impossible,  as  the  route 
was  within  fifty  yards,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  whole 
garrison,  who  had  brought  several  pieces  out  of  one  of  the 
gates,  which  our  people  would  have  been  obliged  to  pass. 
In  this  situation,  they  maintained  their  ground  near  three 
hours  ;  but  being  overpowered  with  numbers,  were  obliged 
to  lay  down  their  arms;  about  three  hundred,  including 
Captain  Lamb,  q(  New- York,  and  part  of  the  train,  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  as  near  as  I  can  judge,  about  sixty 
killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Oswald  is  among  the  pri- 
soners; he  was  with  me  in  a  selected  party  of  about  twenty- 
five,  who  attacked  the  first  battery;  behaved  gallantly,  and 
gained  much  honour;  the  prisoners  are  treated  politely, 
and  supplied  with  every  thing  the  garrison  affords.  Go- 
vernour  Carleton  sent  to  let  me  know  that  the  soldiers' 


baggage,  if  I  pleased,  tnight  be  sent  to  them,  which  I  shall 
innnediately  send.  Though  the  enemy  are  now  double  our 
number,  they  have  made  no  attempt  to  come  out.  We  are 
as  well  prepared  to  receive  them  as  we  can  possibly  be  in 
our  present  situation,  divided  at  a  distance  of  two  miles. 
1  expect  General  fVooster  from  Montreal  in  a  few  days  with 
a  reinforcement.  1  ho[)e  we  shall  be  properly  supported 
with  troops  by  the  Congress.  I  have  no  thoughts  of  leav- 
ing this  proud  town,  until  1  first  enter  it  in  triumph.  My 
wound  has  been  exceeding  painful,  but  is  now  easy,  and 
the  surgeons  assure  me  will  he  well  in  eight  weeks.  I 
know  you  will  be  anxious  for  me.  That  Providence  which 
has  carried  me  through  so  many  dangers,  is  still  my  pro- 
tection.    1  am  in  the  way  of  my  duty,  and  know  no  fear. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  15,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Puino,  Mr.  Dyer,  Mr. 
Lynch,  Mr.  Wytlie,  Mr.  W.  Livingston.] 

Ijebanon,  January  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection  in  the  town  of  Greenwich,  bordering 
on  the  County  of  Westchester,  in  the  Province  of  New- 
York.  This  intelligence  appears  to  me  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  your  body.  When  the  United  Colonies  are  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  their 
rights,  at  the  same  time  to  feed  their  enemies,  and  to  give 
them  intelligence  and  aid,  appears  incongruous,  and  requires 
attention,  and  some  vigorous  exertions  to  prevent  it. 

Oliver  Wolcott  and  Samuel  Huntington,  Esquires,  the 
new  members  from  this  Colony,  will  inform  what  is  need- 
ful, of  the  acts  and  resolves  of  our  General  Assembly. 
Great  harmony  and  unanimity  subsisted  therein.  An  act 
passed  for  restraining  and  pimishing  persons  who  are  inimi- 
cal to  the  liberties  of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, &ic.  ;  another  for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
saltpetre  and  gunpowder.  Hope  to  produce  a  considerable 
quantity  of  gunpowder  by  the  Spring,  from  materials  col- 
lected amongst  ourselves. 

The  furnace  at  Middletown  is  smelting  lead,  and  will 
soon  turn  out  twenty  or  thirty  tons.  The  vein  of  ore  seems 
to  promise  a  plenty. 

A  resolve  passed  our  Assembly  directing  the  Governour 
and  his  Council  of  Safety  to  fit  two  armed  vessels ;  one  is 
purchased,  will  carry  sixteen  guns.  The  other  to  be 
bought  or  built ;  if  it  be  built,  will  be  larger ;  also  to  build 
four  row-galleys. 

A  request  was  made  in  a  former  letter  for  the  loan  of 
fifty  cannon  from  the  northern  posts.  Enclosed  is  minutes 
of  the  ordnance  in  the  possession  of  the  United  Colonies 
in  that  quarter,  exclusive  of  what  is  at  Crown-Point,  at 
which  place  there  is  not  less  than  forty.  I  hope  for  a 
speedy  answer,  and  grant  of  that  favour.  The  season  is 
advancing  wherein  they  may  be  drawn  down. 

Enclosed  is  copy  of  the  report  of  a  Committee  from  our 
Assembly,  concerning  a  lead  mine  at  New- Canaan,  in  the 
Colony  of  New-York.  Is  it  not  needful  to  engage  the 
Congress  of  that  Colony  to  pursue  this  discovery.  The 
lead  extracted  from  this  ore  appears  to  be  of  the  best  kind, 
and  the  appearance  of  a  plenty  is  very  great. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient,  hun.ble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock. 

In  Committee,  Greenwich,  December  26,  1775. 

Honourable  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  honourable 
desire,  signified  to  this  Committee  by  Doctor  Mead,  who, 
at  the  request  of  this  body,  has  made  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  affairs  in  the  County  of  Westchester,  the  result  of  which 
inquiry  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Honour,  viz: 
That  upon  the  best  information  he  could  obtain  from  the 
friends  of  the  American  cause  in  that  quarter,  there  is 
now  belueen  Byram  River  and  King's  Bridge  about  two 
thousand  barrels  of  pork,  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Tories, 
besides  what  has  been  sent  off,  which  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain. 

One  Webb  and  Weyman,  of  the  Borough  of  Westchester, 
put  up  about  three  or  four  hundred  barrels,  which  they, 
(with  themselves,)  conveyed  on  board  the  Asia  man-o(^ 
war,  except  twenty-four  barrels,  stopped  by  the  Committee 
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of  New-  York.  That  at  the  house  of  fV.  Sutton,  Esq.,  of 
Maroneck,  about  twenty  head  of  fat  cattle  had  been  bar- 
relled within  a  few  days  past,  which,  by  some  of  our  friends 
in  that  neighbourhood,  is  supposed  to  be  sent  off  for  the 
Ministerial  army;  and  that  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  for 
three  or  four  miles  round,  there  are  not  more  than  eiijlit  or 
ten  Whigs  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  Tories.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  that  County  appear  rash, 
dilatory,  weak,  and  inadequate  to  their  unhappy  circum- 
stances. That  upon  the  15lh  inst.,  a  large  yawl  from  the 
Asia,  with  about  twenty-four  men  armed,  came  in  the  night 
into  Maroneck  harbour,  and  from  the  inimical  inhabitants, 
was  loaded  with  poultry  and  small  stock  for  said  ships  ;  the 
friends  of  liberty  were  so  few,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
collect  sufficient  force  to  make  any  timely  opposition.  That 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York  have  sent  two  or 
three  fruitless  messages  to  the  armed  Tories  in  Queeti's 
County,  and  then  passed  a  resolve,  that  they  should  not  be 
indulged  the  privilege  of  the  York  markets,  but  cannot  learn 
that  they  have  taken  any  other  measures  to  suppress  them. 
Said  Congress  adjourned  'till  the  1st  of  February.  It  is  said 
by  one  of  their  members,  that  some  time  had  been  spent 
by  them  in  debating  whether  they  should  not  address  Mr. 
Tryon,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  General  Assembly  of 
that  Province,  to  revive  their  old  scheme  of  adopting  the 
Parliamentary  insult  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  which 
was  rejected.  And  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  men-of-war  in 
New-  York,  we  cannot  learn  any  thing  more  than  what  is 
inserted  in  the  publick  papers,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to 
refer  your  Honour,  and  are,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
your  Honour's  obedient,  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Amos  Mead,  Clerk. 

TO  THE  HONOURABLE    GENERAL    ASSEMBLY,    CONVENED   AT 
NEW-HAVEN,  ON  THE   14tH  OF  DECEMBER,   1775. 

Whereas,  Captain  Samuel  Forbs  and  the  subscriber  were 
appointed  by  your  Honours,  at  your  Sessions  in  October 
last,  a  Committee  to  examine  and  explore  a  Lead  Mine 
at  New-Canaan,  in  the  Province  of  Netv-York,  and  to 
report,  &c. 

The  said  subscriber  asks  leave  to  report,  that,  on  the  7th 
o{  November  last,  on  my  journey  to  said  New-Canaan,  I 
expected  said  Captain  Forbs  to  join  me,  but  he  being  ill 
and  unable  to  assist  in  said  business,  advised  me  to  proceed  ; 
with  which  advice  I  complied,  and  repaired  to  said  Ncto- 
Canaan,  where  I  found  said  mine,  the  vein  of  ore  in  which 
appears  about  fifty  or  sixty  rods  in  length,  lying  north 
and  south,  in  a  ledge  of  rocks,  or  lime-stone  mixed  with 
white  flint ;  at  the  south  end  of  which  the  ground  falls 
about  twenty-six  feet ;  below  which  the  water  cannot  be 
drawn  off  by  a  level ;  which  vein  I  found  had  been  opened 
about  one  rod  in  length,  and  about  three  or  four  feet  deep, 
where  I  employed  a  skilful  miner  to  blast  the  rock,  but 
found  no  continued  or  adherent  vein,  but  found  the  ore 
in  bodies,  in  different  shapes,  about  three  or  four  inches 
diameter,  lying  about  three  or  four  feet  distant ;  the  said 
miner  also  opened  the  vein  in  several  places,  where  it  had 
rot  before  been  tried,  and  it  appeared  to  be  in  the  same 
manner.  I,  also,  smelted  eight  ounces  of  said  ore,  and 
found,  when  it  was  well  refined,  it  weighed  five  ounces, 
and  was  very  mailable  and  good.  All  which  is  submitted 
by  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Hopkins. 

N.  B.  The  mine  aforesaid  lies  in  a  tract  of  land  called 
the  King's  District,  where  the  fee  has  never  been  granted 
or  patented  to  any  person,  and  the  inhabitants  claim  to 
hold  by  possession  only ;  and  I  employed  the  miner  afore- 
mentioned, with  others,  to  labour  in  said  mine  seven  days, 
about  half  of  which  time  was  spent  in  preparing  to  oi)en 
the  vein,  and  by  the  other  half  of  the  labour  was  raised 
one  hundred  weight  of  ore.    Yours  as  above,  J.  H. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVEBNOUR  COOKE. 

Cambridge,  January  6,  1776. 

Sin:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  1st  instant,  and  re- 
turn you  my  thanks  for  the  blankets,  and  your  promise  of 
having  more  procured,  as  they  are  much  wanted.  I  did 
not  see  Mr.  Earl,  who  brought  them,  nor  the  account,  or 


the  money  should  have  been  transmitted  you  by  his  return. 
You  will  please  to  draw  on  the  Quartermaster-General, 
and  it  shall  be  immediately  |)aid.  1  have  seen  General 
Jjee  since  his  expedition,  and  hope  that  Rhode-Island  will 
derive  some  advantage  from  it.  1  am  told  that  Captain 
lVaUace''s  ships  have  been  supplied,  for  some  time,  with 
provisions  by  the  town  of  Newport,  on  certain  conditions, 
stipulated  between  him  and  the  Committee.  When  this 
treaty  first  obtained,  perhaps  it  was  right — there  then 
might  have  been  some  hopes  of  an  accommodation  taking 
place  ;  but  now,  when  every  prospect  of  it  seems  to  be 
cut  ofl'  by  His  Majesty's  late  speech ;  when  the  Throne, 
from  which  we  had  supplicated  redress,  breathes  forth  ven- 
geance and  indignation,  and  a  firm  determination  to  remain 
unalterable  in  its  purposes,  and  to  prosecute  the  system 
and  plan  ol  ruin  formed  by  the  Ministry  against  us,  should 
not  an  end  be  put  to  it,  and  every  possible  method  be 
fallen  upon  to  prevent  their  getting  necessaries  of  any 
kind  ?  We  need  not  expect  to  conquer  our  enemies  by 
good  offices,  and  I  know  not  what  pernicious  consequences 
may  result  from  a  precedent  of  this  sort.  Other  places, 
circumstanced  as  Newport  is,  may  follow  the  example, 
and,  by  that  means,  their  whole  fleet  and  army  will  be 
furnished  with  what  it  highly  concerns  us  to  keep  them 
from ;  this,  however,  with  all  deference,  I  leave  to  your 
consideration. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Govemour  Trumbull,  of  the  1st 
instant,  by  which  I  am  informed,  that  the  Connecticut  As- 
sembly are  very  unanimous  in  the  common  cause  ;  and, 
among  others,  have  passed  an  act  for  raising  and  equip- 
ping a  fourth  of  their  Militia,  to  be  immediately  selected 
by  voluntary  inlistments,  with  such  other  able,  effective 
men,  as  are  not  included  in  their  militia-rolls,  who  inclined 
to  inlist,  to  act  as  Minute-Men,  for  their  own,  or  the  de- 
fence of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  this  under  pro- 
per encouragements.  Another  act,  for  restraining  and 
punishing  persons  inimical  to  us,  and  directing  proceedings 
therein;  no  person  to  supply  the  Ministerial  army  or  navy, 
to  give  them  intelligence,  to  inlist,  or  procure  others  to 
inlist,  in  their  service,  to  pilot  their  vessels,  or  in  any 
way  assist  them,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  his  estate,  and  an 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years  ;  none  to  write, 
speak,  or  act  against  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  or  their 
acts  of  Assembly,  under  penalty  of  being  disarmed,  and  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office,  and  be  further  punished 
by  imprisonment.  For  seizing  and  confiscating,  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony,  the  estates  of  those  who  put  or  con- 
tinue to  shelter  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
Ministerial  fleet  or  army,  or  assist  in  carrying  on  their 
measures  against  us.  A  resolve  to  provide  two  armed 
vessels,  of  sixteen  and  fourteen  guns,  with  a  spy  schooner 
of  four,  and  six  row-galleys.  An  act  exempting  the  polls 
of  soldiers  from  taxes,  for  the  last  and  ensuing  campaign. 
Another  for  encouraging  the  making  of  saltpetre  and  gun- 
powder; a  considerable  quantity  of  both,  Mr.  Trumbull 
hopes  to  make  early  in  the  Spring.  He  says,  the  furnace 
at  Middletown  is  smelling  lead,  and  likely  to  turn  out 
twenty  or  thirty  tons,  and  that  ore  is  plenty.  They  have, 
also,  passed  an  act,  empowering  the  Commander-in-chief 
of  tiie  Continental  Army,  or  officers  commanding  a  de- 
tachment or  out-posts,  to  administer  an  oath,  and  swear 
any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth  of  any  matters  con- 
cerning, and  relative  to,  the  publick  service.  The  situa- 
tion of  our  affairs  seems  to  call  for  regulations  like  these, 
and  I  should  think  the  other  Colonies  ought  to  adopt  simi- 
lar ones,  or  such  of  them  as  they  have  not  already  made. 
Vigorous  measures,  and  such  as,  at  another  time,  would 
appear  extraordinary,  are  now  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  preserving  our  country  against  the  strides  of  ty- 
ranny making  against  us.  Governour  Trumbull,  in  his 
list,  lias  not  mentioned  an  act  for  impressing  carriages, 
and  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress ;  this  I 
hope  they  have  not  forgot.  It  is  highly  necessary  that 
such  an  authority  should  be  given,  under  proper  restric- 
tions, or  we  shall  be  greatly  embarrassed,  whenever  the 
Army,  or  any  detachment  from  it,  should  find  it  necessary 
to  march  from  hence. 

I  am,  sir,  with  very  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  ^  ,,, 

'  George  Washington. 

To  Governour  Cooke. 
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P.  S.  I  have  received  certain  intelligence  of  the  fitting 
out  of  a  fleet  at  Boston,  of  the  ennharkaiion  of  some  troops, 
and  that  all  the  ships  that  were  in  Naniasket  Road  are 
gone,  except  two  men-of-war;  tiieir  destination  is  not 
known,  but  I  am  persuaded  it  is  for  the  southward  ;  1  think 
for  Long-Island  or  J\'f  w-  York. 

COMMISSION  TO  WILLIAM  MORONY. 

By  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Esq.,  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies 
of  North-America. 

To  Mr.  William  Morony: 

By  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  to  me  granted 
by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  I  do  hereby  con- 
stitute and  appoint  you  Provost  Marshal  in  said  Army,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  of  North- America,  to 
have,  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy,  the  said  office  of  Provost 
Marshal,  and  to  perform  and  execute  all  matters  and  things 
which  to  your  said  office  doth,  or  may  of  right,  belong  or 
appertain,  until  further  order  shall  be  given  herein,  by  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  myself,  or  any  future 
Commander-in-chief  of  said  Army  ;  willing  and  command- 
ing all  officers,  soldiers,  and  persons  whatsoever,  any  way 
concerned,  to  be  obedient  and  assisting  to  you  in  the  due 
execution  of  this  commission. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Cambridge,  January 
sixth.  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  se- 

*^°*y*'='-  George  Washington. 

By  His  Excellency's  command. 

Jjistruclions  for  Mr.  William  Mokony,  Provost  Marshal 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  His  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington. 

All  prisoners  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  and  crimes  not 
triable  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  Provost. 

The  Provost  is  not  to  receive  any  prisoner,  without  a 
crime  specified  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  person  com- 
mitting him. 

No  prisoner  is  to  be  suffered  to  be  absent  from  his  con- 
finement, until  released  by  proper  authority. 

The  Provost  Marshal  is  to  provide  a  suitable  person, 
when  necessary,  to  execute  the  sentences  of  General 
Court-Martials,  approved  of,  and  directed  to  be  enforced, 
by  the  Commander-in-chief. 

When  any  men  are  sent  to  the  Provost,  the  Provost 
Marshal  is  to  send  a  report  of  them  immediately  to  the  re- 
giment they  belong  to ;  and  no  man  is  to  be  received  by 
the  Provost,  except  his  crime  is  sent  with  him. 

The  Provost  is  to  make  a  return,  every  morning,  by  ten 
o'clock,  to  the  Adjutant-General,  of  the  number  of  prison- 
ers under  guard,  specifying  the  regiment  they  belong  to, 
their  crimes,  by  whom,  and  how  long  confined. 

The  Provost  is  to  take  due  care  that  all  orders  from  the 
Judge  Advocate,  respecting  the  trials  of  prisoners,  be 
punctually  executed ;  and  is  to  post  proper  sentries,  from 
his  guard,  at  such  times  and  in  such  places,  as  a  General 
Court-Martial  may  sit. 

The  Provost  is  frequently  to  take  a  party  from  his  guard, 
and  patrole  the  avenues  and  environs  of  the  camp  ;  is  to 
take  up  and  confine  all  disorderly  and  suspicious  persons ; 
to  suppress  riots  and  disturbances  ;  and  to  inform  the  Quar- 
termaster-General of  all  persons  who  keep  unwarranted 
and  destructive  dram-shops,  and  all  other  pernicious  and 
camp  nuisances. 

The  Provost  is  to  receive  and  obey  all  such  orders  and 
instructions  as  may,  at  any  time,  be  given  him  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Commander-in-chief,  the  Adjutant-General, 
the  Quartermaster-General,  and  the  Judge  Advocate,  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  Colonics. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  at  Cambridge,  this  12lh   day 

of  January,  1776.  ^  ,.. 

'  George  Washington. 


COLONEL  LONG  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONGRESS. 

Portsmouth,  January  6,  1776. 

Sir:  Mr.  McClure  tells  me  there  was  some  difficulty 
respecting  the  rolls,  which  prevented  the  moneys  being 
FouETH  Sekies. — Vol.  iv. 


paid.  I  sincerely  wish  every  obstacle  may  be  removed, 
and  their  wages  may  immediately  come  down,  for  I  hear- 
tily wish  to  see  the  time  for  the  troops  to  get  off.  Mr. 
Ayres,  whom  you  have  appointed  Wagon-Master,  says, 
he  cannot  make  it  convenient  to  undertake  for  more  thai* 
Captain  Dearing's,  Wiggins's,  ^nd  Brewslei-'s  companies,, 
as  the  others  live  far  out  of  his  way,  and,  consequently, 
his  expenses,  in  making  preparations,  will  be  large.  I 
think,  in  order  to  save  all  that  expense,  those  several  Cap- 
tains had  better  provide  carriages  for  themselves  and  men,^. 
as  they  will  be  able  to  determine  the  hour,  perhaps,  they 
will  go  from  their  rendezvous.  There  is  one  Mr.  Beat, , 
of  this  town,  an  officer  of  Colonel  Poor^s  regiment,  who 
is  inlisting  men  from  out  of  the  companies  down  here,  to 
serve  during  the  war.  There  is  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
dated,  I  think,  the  16th  September  last,  which,  no  doubt, 
you  have,  which  he  thinks  authorizes  him.  The  prisoners 
who  are  set  at  liberty  by  virtue  of  your  vote,  are  without 
money  or  friends,  wandering  about  within  their  limits,  re- 
flecting on  us,  for  making  no  provision  for  them.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  let  some  of  them  sleep  in  the  barracks, 
otherwise  they  would,  in  all  probability,  have  perished  this 
inclement  season.  I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr.  Beal 
has  applied  to  ine  for  a  barrack  and  other  necessaries,  for 
his  men.  I  would,  likewise,  inform  you,  that  I  have  paid 
all  the  carpenters  who  wrought  on  the  new  barracks,  and  on 
the  bridge,  and  have  purchased  near  a  sloop  load  of  wood,  at 
four  dollars  per  cord,  for  the  forts  and  troops,  which  leaves, 
in  my  hands,  about  one  hundred  pounds,  of  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  received  of  Colonel  Lang- 
don;  and  must  add,  there  is  not  one  stick  of  wood  now, 
either  at  the  barracks  or  forts,  excepting  a  small  matter  at 
Captain  Salter's.  I  am,  this  day,  going  again  to  find  where 
I  can  purchase  any,  for  they  cannot  do  without  it.  I  must 
entreat  your  attention  to  the  poor  prisoners,  who  are  con- 
tinually at  my  house,  in  droves,  begging  for  provision  to 
be  made.  The  staff-roll  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr. 
Mc  Clure.  t 

Have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

Pierce  Long. 

P.  S.  After  I  have  purchased  some  more  wood,  I  will 
call  on  you,  and  settle  the  above  account. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  WYNKOOP. 

Albany,  January  7,  1776. 

Sir:  The  expense  of  carrying  on  the  women  and  chil- 
dren by  land,  will  be  too  heavy  ;  you  will,  therefore,  de- 
tain them  with  you,  more  especially  as  it  is  not  certain 
whether  their  husbands  are  in  Connecticut  or  Pennsylva- 
nia. Mrs.  Bliss,  the  widow  of  the  sergeant  that  was 
killed  on  board  the  Gaspee,  you  will  forward  to  her  pa- 
rents ;  and  such  others  may  go,  as  choose  to  hire  their 
own  sleds. 

All  the  men  of  the  St.  John's  garrison  to  go  or  stay,  as 
the  officers  commanding  the  different  corps  they  belong 
to,  shall  direct. 

If  any  officer  of  the  other  troops  taken  at  Montreal, 
chooses  to  remain  with  the  men,  he  has  my  leave. 

General  Montgomery  is  well  before  i^uebeck.  I  have 
his  letters  of  the  18th  ultimo;  he  was  in  hopes  soon  to  be 
in  possession. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schcyler. 
To  Colonel  Wynkoop. 

JAMES  GRAY  TO  SIB  JOHN  JOHNSON. 

Hermitage,  January  7,  1776. 

Dear  Sib  :  The  bearer,  Lewis  Grant,  a  good  soldier, 
wants  a  gun,  and  I  wish  you  had  a  thousand  such  men. 
Captain  Barrington's  arrival  hinders  my  writing  upon  par- 
ticulars. He  mentioned  some  news.  My  good  sir,  when 
you  get  any  news,  honour  me  with  your  remarks  upon 
them.  I  beg  my  humble  respects  to  the  ladies,  and  have, 
the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant,    j^^^^g  Gray. 

To  Sir  John  Johnson. 

P.  S.  Sir  John,  send  me  three  or  four  sheets  of  paper.. 
38 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  OOVERNOXTR  TRPMBULI,. 

Cambridge.  January  7,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  1st  instant  I  received,  and 
lieanily  thank  you  for  your  kind  salutations.  I  was  happy 
to  hear  of  the  great  unanimity  in  your  Assembly,  and  of 
the  several  salutary  laws  they  passed,  which  show  them  to 
be  well  attached  to  the  common  cause,  and  to  have  taken 
the  proper  measures  for  supporting  it. 

Enclosed  you  have  the  amount  of  the  lead  from  Crotvn- 
Point,  agreeable  to  your  request.  The  account  of  the 
smelting  furnace,  and  your  expectations  to  make  a  conside- 
rable quantity  of  saltpetre  and  powder,  pleases  me  much. 
1  wish  your  most  sanguine  endeavours  may  be  more  than 
answered. 

As  to  gun-locks,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  furnish  any ; 
the  information  you  had  was  groundless,  for  there  were  no 
spare  ones  in  the  ordnance  stores  which  fell  into  our  hands. 
None  were  ever  found,  that  I  have  heard  of,  nor  is  there 
mention  of  them  in  the  invoice. 

Having  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  fitting  out  a  fleet 
at  Boston,  and  of  the  embarkation  of  troops  from  thence, 
which,  from  the  season  of  the  year,  and  other  circum- 
stances, must  be  destined  for  some  expedition  south  of 
this ;  and  haviii;r  such  information  as  I  can  depend  upon, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  LOTi_§'-7s/cfn(/,  in  the  Colony  of  iVeic- 
York,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  are  inimical  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  o(  America,  and,  from  their  conduct  and  pro- 
fessions, have  discovered  an  apparent  inclination  to  assist 
in  subjugating  their  fellow-citizens  to  Ministerial  tyranny, 
there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  that  this  armament, 
if  not  immediately  designed  against  the  city  of  Neiv-  York, 
is,  nevertheless,  intended  for  Long- Island ;  and,  as  it  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  possess- 
ing themselves  of  the  city  of  New-York  and  the  North 
River,  which  would  give  them  the  command  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  communication  with  Canada,  I  shall  despatch 
Major  General  Lee,  with  orders  to  repair  thither,  with  such 
volunteers  as  are  willing  to  join,  and  can  be  expeditiously 
raised,  (having  no  troops  to  spare  from  hence,)  to  put  the 
city,  and  fortifications  on  \.\\q  North  River,  in  the  best  pos- 
ture of  defence  the  season  and  circumstances  will  admit 
of,  and  for  disarming  all  persons,  upon  Long-Island  and 
elsewhere,  whose  conduct  and  declarations  have  rendered 
them  justly  suspected  of  designs  unfriendly  to  the  views 
of  Congress.  1  have  directed  him  to  call  upon  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Jersey  troops  for  such  assistance  as 
he  can  afford;  and,  being  informed  by  Captain  Sears  and 
Mr.  Woodward,  (who  will  deliver  you  this,  and  whom 
General  Lee  will  follow  in  a  day  or  two,)  that  he  appre- 
hends one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  volunteers  rnay  be 
readily  raised  in  your  Government,  in  the  towns  through 
which  Mr.  Lte  will  pass,  1  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  inter- 
pose your  good  offices  and  interest  in  the  matter,  to  en- 
courage men  to  go  on  this  important  service,  and  as  expe- 
ditiously as  possible,  for  counteracting  any  designs  our  ene- 
mies may  have  against  us  in  that  quarter ;  every  necessary 
expense  attending  their  march  and  stay,  will  be  borne  by 
the  publick.  I  just  received  advice  from  Chelsea,  about 
nine  or  ten  miles  from  this,  that  several  ships  have  sailed 
from  Nantasket  Road,  that  were  lying  there. 

1  shall  write  to  the  honourable  the  Convention  of  New- 
York,  by  General  Lee,  and  direct  his  instructions  to  be 
laid  before  them,  praying  their  assistance  to  facilitate  the 
purposes  of  his  going. 

Boxes  of  lead,  19J,  at  $'2  70  each. 

1  am,  sir,  with  much  esteem,  &.c., 

George  Washington. 
To  Govemour  Trumbull,  Connecticut. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Cambridge,  January  7,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  excuse  me  for  reminding  you  of  our  con- 
versation the  other  evening,  when  I  informed  you  that 
General  Lee^s  departure  for  New-York  is  advisable  upon 
the  plan  of  his  letter,  and,  under  the  circumstances  I  then 
mentioned,  ought  not  to  be  delayed.  In  giving  me  your 
opinion  of  this  matter,  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  taking  a 
comprehensive  view  of  it ;  that  is,  you  will  not  only  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  the  measure,  but  of  the  execution ; 


and  whether  such  a  step,  though  right  in  itself,  may  not 
be  looked  upon  as  beyond  my  line. 

If  it  could  be  made  convenient  and  agreeable  to  you  to 
dine  with  me  to  day,  I  shall  be  very  glad  of  your  company, 
and  we  can  then  talk  the  matter  over  at  large.  Please  to 
forward  General  Lee^s  letter  to  me.     I  am,  &c. 

George  Washington. 


[general  Washington]  to  william  watson. 

Cambridgo,  January  7,  1776. 

Ordered  him  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  Captain 
Coit's  schooner.  If  fit  to  be  continued  in  service,  to  look 
out  for  some  person  qualified  to  take  command  of  her, 
appoint  officers,  and  raise  men  for  that  purpose.  If  unfit, 
and  that  a  clever  set  of  officers  and  men  can  begot,  also  a 
schooner  remarkable  for  sailing,  to  remove  the  guns,  ammu- 
nition, SiC,  from  on  board  the  one  into  the  other,  &c.,  &c. 
To  William  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Elizabcthtown,  January  8,  177?, 

Sir:  By  the  post  of  this  day,  1  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  3d,  with  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  Netv-Jersey  troops,  k.c.,  from  the  8tii  of 
December  to  the  2d  instant,  inclusive.  1  have  great  satis- 
faction in  knowing  the  sense  of  the  Congress  on  the  several 
matters  therein,  and  they  may  be  assured,  that  1  shall  pay 
the  highest  attention  and  regard  to  it.  The  two  battalions 
of  this  Province,  notwithstanding  my  utmost  diligence,  are 
still  very  deficient  in  arms,  blankets,  and  almost  every 
necessary,  as  will  appear  by  the  returns,  which  I  shall 
transmit  to  you  by  Thursday  next,  when  1  expect  to  have 
the  returns  from  all  the  companies  in  the  First  Hatialion. 
I  hope  this  will  in  some  measure  be  remedied  by  tiie  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Province,  who  are  to  meet  to-mor- 
row, at  Princeton,  for  the  first  time  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  Provincial  Convention,  in  October  last. 

I  hope  you  will  this  evening  receive  the  despatches  I 
sent  you  by  Captain  Morris.  I  hear  Cortlandl  Skinner, 
Esq.,  went  off  yesterday  to  the  Asia.  He  has  been  too 
quick  for  me,  for  I  sent  off  two  very  alert  oflicers  yester- 
day evening,  to  assist  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds  to  watch 
their  motions,  and  to  stop  such  as  should  attempt  to  go  off. 
Having  some  reasons  to  suspect  that  Govcrnour  Franklin 
was  about  moving,  he  has  obtained  his  promise  not  to  leave 
the  Province,  and  has  planted  guards  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  it. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  „ 

•Stirling. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  &ic. 


WESTCHESTER  (nEW-TORk)  COMMITTEE  TO  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Wliitc.PIains,  January  8,  1776. 
Sir:  The  Committee  oi  Westchester  County,  having 
seen  in  the  publick  prints,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
C^uetn^s  County  are  thrown  out  of  the  protection  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  and  having  been  informed  that  they 
are  arming  in   their  defence,  are  greatly  alarmed  at  their 
conduct,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  your  honourable  House, 
that  the  friends  of  liberty  in  this  County  are  willing,  strenu- 
ously, to  exert  themselves  to  reduce  the  enemies  to  their 
country,  before  they  are  supported  by  the  regular  troops, 
if  it  shall  be  thought  most  advisable  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  or  the  Provincial  or  Continental  Congresses. 
We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Miller,  Deputy  Chairman. 

To  Mr.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President  of  the  Commit-' 
lee  of  Safety. 


MONSIEUR  PELISSIER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Forges  St.  Maurice,  8  Janvier,  1776. 

Monsieitr:  En  Dccembre  dernier,  le  General  Montgo- 
mery m'ayant  informc  du  dcsir  qu'il  auroit  de  convoquer 
une  Assemblee  en  cette  Colonic,  afin  de  former  des  D6- 
putes  pour  envoyer  au  Congrcs  Continental,  m'engagea 
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d'employer  nies  soins  pour  y  parvenir ;  mais  n'ayant  pas 
trouve  la  chose  practicable  alors,  je  me  rendis  au  camp 
de  ce  General,  afin  de  conferer  avec  lui  sur  les  moyens  qu'il 
y  auroit  a  prendre  pour  en  veiiir  a  bout. 

Par  les  informations  qu'il  avoit  eu,  et  suivant  les  con- 
noissances  que  j'avois  prises,  nous  fumes  d'avis  que  cette 
convocation  ne  pourroit  avoir  lieu,  qu'apres  la  prise  de  (^ue- 
beck,  atendu  que  les  Royaiistes,  dont  le  nombre  est  consi- 
derable dans  les  villes  de  Montreal  et  Trois-Rivieres,  ne 
cessoient  d'intimider  le  peuplo  sur  les  evenemens  futurs,  et 
de  lui  faire  un  portrait  odieux  et  meprisant  de  la  conf<6de- 
ration  de  I'Amerique. 

Ce  brave  General,  impatient  de  seconder  les  Intentions 
du  Congres,  voulut  aplanir  les  difficulies  et  lever  tous  les 
obstacles  par  un  coup  d'eclat,  en  donnant  I'assaut  a  la  ville 
de  Q^ucbeck ;  mais  vous  savez  qu'il  n'y  reussit  pas,  et  qu'il 
eut  le  malheur  d'y  finir  ses  jours.  II  a  ete  gdneralcment 
regrette  de  tous  ceux  qui  sonl  persuades  que  des  sentiments 
nobles  et  genereux  Tavoient  seuls  determines  a  soutenir  les 
interets  legitimes  de  ses  compatriotes. 

Ce  contretemps  n'a  du  tout  point  altere  ici  les  bonnes 
dispositions  des  Amis  de  V Amcriqiie,  quoiqu'en  tres  petit 
nombre.  Mais  il  a  rendu  les  Royaiistes  plus  audacieux  que 
jamais,  surtout  ceux  qui  sont  gages  par  le  gouvernement ; 
ils  crient  deja  Victoire ;  cependant  je  me  flatte  qu'ils  se 
trompenl  grossierement,  car  quand  on  voudra  ataquer  Q«e- 
beck,  suivant  les  regies  de  I'art,  du  cote  de  la  porte  du  pa- 
lais,  aucune  saison  ne  pourra  empecher  que  cette  ville  ne 
soil  prise  en  peu  de  jours. 

Quatre  canons  divises  en  deux  batteries  derriere  un  mur 
simple  servant  de  parapet,  et  le  dit  mur  prolonge  sur  la 
meme  ligne  jusqu'a  cinquante  toises  ou  environ  garnis  de 
creneaux  pour  la  mousqueterie,  coraposent  toute  la  defense 
de  cette  partie. 

Le  local  est  tel  que  deux  petites  batteries  que  Ton  pent 
elablir  facilement  vingt  a  trente  toises  de  distance  pour 
battre  ou  en  ecliarpe,  ou  de  revers,  ou  en  flanc,  peuvent 
miner  en  peu  de  terns  cette  foible  artillerie.  Commela  porte 
de  la  ville  dans  cet  endroit  est  simple  ainsi  que  son  portail, 
il  ne  seroit  pas  bien  difficile  d'y  faire  breche,  puisqu'une 
fois  les  quatre  canons  demontes,  il  n'auroit  plus  qu'a  se 
garantir  de  la  mousqueterie  des  creneaux.  II  est  vrai  que 
derriere  ces  creneaux  s'eleve  un  corps  de  caserne  dans  I'in- 
terieur,  du  quel  on  pourroit  fusilier.  Mais  la  mousqueterie 
ne  tient  pas  dcvant  des  batteries  couvertes  et  disposees 
pour  s'en  garantir. 

La  majeure  partie  du  restant  de  la  place  etant  borde 
d'un  cap  presque  inaccessible  et  tout  roc,  on  ne  pourroit  y 
pratiquer  aucune  breche.  Reste  la  hauteur  d^ Abraham,  oix 
I'art  a  etablis  des  fortifications  irregulieres,  el  dont  les  che- 
niins  converts  ne  sont  pas  finis  ;  cependant,  comme  elles 
forment  une  ligne  presque  droite  depuis  la  cote  (V Abra- 
ham jusqu'a  celle  du  fleuve  St.  Laurent,  il  resulle  de  cette 
position  que  le  feu  des  courtines  et  des  faces  de  bastions  est 
considerable,  et  ne  pent  etre  eteint  que  par  une  artillerie 
prodigieuse  ;  outre  cela  le  terrein  exige  que  les  parapets  des 
tranciiees  y  soient  formees  avec  des  sacs  a  terre,  au  lieu 
que  du  cote  de  la  porte  du  palais,  il  n'y  a  que  deux  batte- 
ries que  I'on  pent  attaquer,  comme  j'ai  deja  dis,  en  echarpe 
de  revers  ou  en  flanc,  et  qui  par  ce  moyen  n'ont  point  de 
defense. 

J'iniagine  que  si  le  Congres  daigne  encore  nous  con- 
tinuer  ses  secours  gendreux,  et  qu'un  plan  methodique  soil 
niis  a  I'execution,  Q^utbeck  ne  tiendra  pas  longtemps. 

Alors  les  Royaiistes  seront  confondus,  le  juste  jirevau- 
dra  sur  I'injuste,  les  Canadicns  timides  seront  enhardis,  et 
on  pourra  laire  des  preparatifs  contre  les  forces  Parlemen- 
taires  qui  pourroient  surve«ir  cette  annee  a  dessein  d'exe- 
cuter  des  resolutions  prises  depuis  plusieurs  annees  pour 
reduire  dans  un  etat  de  servitude  tous  les  habitans  du  con- 
tinent de  V Amerique  Septentrionale. 

J'observe,  a  cet  egard,  (jue  lorsque  leMinislere  a  voulut 
abolir  les  privileges  des  habitans  de  la  Baye  Je  Alassachu- 
seits,  il  a  an  moins  cherche  a  sauver  l«s  apparences  en 
leur  faisant  une  mauvaise  querelle  par  une  imposition  sur  le 
the.  Quant  aux  Canadicns,  on  a  cru  poiivoir  leur  oter  les 
leurs  sans  tant  de  ceremonies,  et  meme  leur  persuader  que 
c'etoit  pour  leur  bien,  et  qu'ils  devoient  en  avoir  une  eter- 
nelle  reconnoissance.  Je  vous  avouerai  franchement,  qu'il 
faut  avoir  une  triste  opinion  d'un  peuple  pour  en  agir  ainsi ; 
c'est  le  comble  de  I'humiliation,  mais  on  s'est  trompe. 


Lorsqu'en  1765,  le  General  Murray,  sous  le  pretexte 
spccieux  de  former  des  representans,  tous  Canadicns,  vou- 
lut retablir  le  gouvernement  sur  le  moine  pied  qu'il  etoit 
sous  la  domination  Fran^joise,  il  fut  aise  de  conclure  que 
c'etoit  un  plan  du  Ministere,  et  que  les  promesses  garantieg 
par  la  proclamation  du  Roy,  en  Octobre,  1763,  n'auroient 
point  lieu.  Le  General  Murray  n'ayant  pu  mettre  le  dit 
plan  a  I'execution,  il  fut  releve.  Le  Ministere  lui  substitua 
le  General  Carleton,  qui,  dans  les  metnes  vues,  sonda  le 
cceur  des  Canadicns,  et  ne  negligea  rien  pour  leur  persuader 
que  leurs  anciennes  lois,  coutumes,  et  usages  etoient  ce  qui 
pouvoient  leurconvenirle  mieux  ;  mais  ayanttrouvo  I'oppo- 
sition  chez  ceux  qui  savent  preferer  la  liberie  au  despo- 
tisme,  il  ne  donna  plus  sa  confiance  qu'aux  officiers  Cawa- 
diens  el  au  clerge.  Jl  trouva  en  eux  lout  ce  qu'il  lui  falloit ; 
c'est-a-dire,  des  courtesans  qui,  flatles  de  I'esperance  de  voir 
renaitre  un  jour  les  temps  ou  ils  pouvoient  dominer  sur  le 
peuple,  ils  le  suivirent  suivant  ses  desirs,  et  en  consequence 
adresserent  au  Roi  une  requete,  au  nom  de  tous  les  habi- 
tants de  la  Province  de  (^uebcck,  pour  se  soustraire  a  la 
sage  constitution  Britannique ;  c'esl-a-dire,  pour  demander 
fers  pour  leurs  concitoyens. 

11  ne  faut  pas  croire  que  les  Canadicns  en  general  se 
soient  avilis  jusqu'a  ce  point ;  quelques  adulateurs  el  quel- 
ques  ignorans  fanatiques  des  anciennes  coulumes  signerent 
cette  honteuse  requete  sans  y  avoir  et6  aulorises  que  par 
eux-memes,  au  nombre  de  65. 

C'est  d'apres  cette  requete  de  commande  que  le  Minis- 
tere qui  avoit  deja  ses  vues,  a  saisi  avec  empressement 
I'occasion  d'etablir  en  ce  pays  le  pouvoir  arbilraire,  au 
moyen  du  Bill  de  Qiiebeck.  Tous  les  honneles  gens  de 
cette  Province  s'y  seroient  vus  assujeilis,  si  les  Colonies 
voisines  n'eussent  daigne  avoir  pitie  de  leur  malheureux 
sort,  et  ne  leur  eussenl  prete  leur  appui  pour  secouer  ce  joug 
odieux.  On  ose  croire  que  la  reconnoissance  de  cette  Pro- 
vince a  regard  de  ses  voisines  sera  ^ternelle :  cependant  oa 
ne  pent,  et  on  ne  doit  pas  cacher  que  cette  bonne  disposition 
et  ses  bons  sentimeus  pourroient  etre  corroinpus  dans  quel- 
ques membres,  si  on  n'avoit  pas  la  precaution  de  purger  la 
Colonic  des  flatteurs  qui  sont  aux  gages  du  Gouvernement. 

On  doit  regarder  comme  certain,  que  si  on  les  y  laisse 
subsister,  ils  y  formeronl  une  division  qui  pourroit  devenir 
prejudiciable  a  toutes  les  Provinces  Unies.  Us  y  Iravail- 
ient  meme  ddja  en  insinuant  au  peuple  qu'au  priiilemps 
prochain  il  viendra  ici  une  arrnee  nombreuse  de  I'ancienne 
Angleterre,  et  que  s'^tant  rendu  coupable  de  rebellion,  il 
ne  leur  restera  pour  ressource  que  I'aller  joindre  I'armee 
pour  obtenir  leur  pardon,  sans  quoi  ils  seront  brules,  pilles, 
et  la  majeure  partie  punis  de  morl. 

Tels  sont  les  propos  que  I'on  tient  journellement  a  ua 
peuple  naturellement  trop  credule.  Si  on  ne  coupe  pas 
au  plutot  le  mal  par  la  racine,  il  pourroit  devenir  incurable; 
car  des  impressions  de  celle  nature  deviennent  avec  le  temps, 
comme  des  prejug6s  de  Tenfance,  tres  difliciles  a  deiruire: 
en  outre,  par  les  6piihetes  oulrageantes  et  injurieuses,  dont 
ils  se  servent  en  parlant  de  nos  bons  voisins  qui  nous  ont 
secourus,  ils  lachenl  de  les  rendre  meprisables  ainsi  que  la 
liberie  aux  yeux  du  peuple  Canadien.  Toutes  ces  menees 
ne  peuvent  que  produire  un  mauvais  effet,  et  elles  sonl  d'au- 
tant  plus  dangereuses  et  sinenses  que  des  precautions  que 
I'on  prendra  a  leur  egard  dependra  beaucoup  la  conserva- 
tion de  la  Province. 

Si,  comme  il  est  a  presumer,  il  n'y  a  point  d'arrange- 
ment  entre  les  Colonies  el  I'ancienne  Angleterre  d'ici  au 
printemps  prochain,  il  pourroient  peut-cire  arriver  qu'elle 
enverroit  des  forces  dans  le  fleuve  St.  Lattrent  pour  tacher 
de  peneirer  dans  les  aulres  Colonies  en  ramenant  les  Cana- 
dicns sous  le  joug,  soil  par  menaces,  soil  par  promesses.  II 
paroiiroit  que  pour  rendre  infructuese  une  pareille  expedi- 
tion, il  y  auroit  deux  moyens  principaux  qui  a  ce  que  je 
crois  meritent  une  attention  particuliere.  Le  premier  seroit 
de  maintenir  les  Canadicns,  el  le  second  d'erapecher  les 
flottes  de  passer  au-dessus  de  Quebeck. 

Les  circonstaiices  presentes  pour  le  maititien  des  Cana- 
dicns paroissent  avoir  trois  pointes  de  vue  pour  objet : 

1.  Qu'il  soil  pris  des  precautions  convenables  a  I'egard 
des  personnes  gagdes  par  le  Gouvernemenl,  des  aulres 
Royaiistes,  et  suitout  des  militairos. 

'2.  Quoiqu'il  soil  naturel  que  lus  Canadicns  payent  leur 
quote  part  des  frais  de  la  guerre,  j'imagine  qu'il  convien- 
droit  de   retardur  ce  prelevement,  atendu  que  ce  peuple,. 
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n'ayant  jamais  paye  aiicun  itnpot  que  par  la  voie  des 
droits  d'entree  sur  les  importations,  et  de  sortie  sur  les  ex- 
portations,  il  se  figureroit  qu'il  a  ete  abuse,  et  qu'il  n'a  ete 
conquis  par  ses  voisins  que  pour  etre  taxe  et  payer  lous  les 
frais  de  la  guerre  presente,  ainsi  que  les  Royalistes  le 
lui  font  entendre. 

3.  Pour  ne  point  les  alarmer,  il  faudroit  leur  laisser  leurs 
«veques,  leurs  pretres,  et  le  libre  exercise  de  leur  religion. 
41  est  vrai  que  quelque-suns  de  leurs  cures  ont  fait  des 
neuvaines  et  prieurs  publiques  a  I'Etre  Supreme  pour  qu'il 
daigna  exterminer  les  troupes  que  nos  bons  voisins  ont  bien 
Toulus  envoy er  a  notre  secours ;  mais  la  politique  exige 
dans  ces  circonstances  qu'ils  soient  maintenus,  et  non 
reduits. 

Quant  aux  mesures  a  prendre  pour  empeclier  une  flotte 
de  passer  au-dessus  de  Quebeck,  il  me  senible  que  le  plus 
expedient  pour  des  personnes  qui,  jalouses  de  leur  liberte, 
ne  doivent  pas  risquer  leur  fort  au  hasard  d'une  bataille,  se- 
roit  de  la  bruler. 

L'endroit  le  plus  pres  de  la  ville  ou  une  flotte  puisse 
mouiller,  est  le  chenal  de  I'lsle  d' Orleans.  II  est  vrai 
qu'en  1759  les  Francois  ne  reussirent  pas  a  bruler  celle 
de  I'Amiral  Saunders,  quoiqu'ils  eussent  huit  '  lulots  du 
port  de  200  jusqu'a  450  tonneaux  ;  mais  il  ne  fuut  pas  en 
etre  surpris.  A  I'instant  du  depart  de  ces  brulots,  tous 
les  capitaines  qui  devoient  les  commander  re^urent  un 
ordre  positif  de  lever  leurs  ancres  et  de  mettre  le  feu  a 
leurs  navires  aussitot  que  le  commandant  auroit  mis  le  feu 
au  sien ;  mais  ce  dernier,  au  lieu  de  lever,  coupa  ses  cables 
sur  la  bite,  et  for^a  de  voile,  de  sorte  qu'il  a  ete  rendu  a  la 
Pointe-Levi  lorsque  les  autres  etoient  a  peine  a  moitie 
chemin ;  cependant  le  commandant  etant  encore  a  deux 
lieues  de  la  flotte  qu'il  devoit  bruler,  il  mit  le  feu  a  son  bru- 
lot ;  tous  les  autres  en  firent  autant  en  conformite  de  leurs 
ordres,  mais  trop  tot  pour  qu'ils  pussent  produire  aucun 
effet ;  plusieurs  d'entre  eux  s'echouerent  avant  d'arriver  a 
la  flotte ;  et  I'amiral,  qui  avoit  eu  la  precaution  de  faire 
mouiller  tous  ses  vaisseaux,  et  transporter  le  long  des  bat- 
tures  a  droit  et  a  gauche  du  fleuve,  eut  le  temps  d'envoyer 
des  chaloupes  pour  remorquer  dans  le  milieu  de  chenal, 
qui  pour  lors  etoit  libre,  les  brulots  qui  ne  s'etoient  pas 
echoues. 

On  peut  dire  que  si  cette  expedition  n'eut  pas  le  succes 
que  Ton  devoit  en  attendre,  elle  repondit  on  ne  peut  pas 
mieux  aux  vues  de  ceux  qui  avoient  interets  qu'elle  ne 
r^ussit  pas.  Si  le  contraire  fut  arrive,  les  gen^raux  n'eus- 
sent  pas  pu  se  flatter  d'acquerir  de  la  gloire  durante  le 
cours  de  cette  campagne.  On  sait  que  I'evenement  justifia 
mal  leur  espoir.  II  ne  seroit  de  tneme  avec  des  Gen6raux 
qui  ne  sacrifieroient  pas  les  interets  publics  a  leur  ambition 
parliculiere. 

II  me  paroit  qu'il  ne  seroit  peut-etre  pas  impossible  de 
se  debarrasser  d'une  flotte,  et  meme  d'une  escadre,  dans  un 
fleuve  comme  celui  de  la  Province  de  (Quebeck.  Les 
marees  peuvent  favoriser  ces  sortes  de  manoeuvres,  et  la 
Province  fournit  en  abondance  des  materiaux  convenables 
pour  construire  des  brulots  de  deux  especes  qui  ne  pour- 
roient  etre  coules  bas  facilemcnt  par  I'artillerie  d'un  vais- 
seau  de  guerre ;  une  des  deux  especes  pourroient  lancer 
son  feu  de  loin,  et  I'autre  par  communication. 

II  est  bien  decide  qu'un  corps  ne  flotte  dans  un  fluide 
que  parcequ'il  pese  moins  que  la  volume  de  ce  meme 
fluide  qu'il  deplace.  D'apres  ce  principe  incontestable,  il 
ne  s'agit  que  de  remplir  la  cale  d'un  bailment  d'un  matiere 
dont  le  poids,  ajoute  a  celui  des  munitions  de  guerre,  de 
bouches,  equipage,  &tc.,  pese  moins  que  le  volume  d'eau 
qu'il  pourra  deplacer. 

Le  cedre  est  fort  abondant  en  ce  pays,  et  est  tres  conve- 
nable  en  pareil  cas,  parceque  son  poids  speciflque  est 
moindre  que  celui  de  I'eau.  Un  pied  cube  de  ce  bois, 
quoique  vert,  peut  supporter  sur  la  surface  de  I'eau  un  poids 
de  trente  livres,  et  ne  peut  absolument  caler  qu'avec  trente- 
six  livres;  mais  pour  eviter  toute  difficulte  imprevue,  je 
suppose  qu'il  n'en  porte  que  vingt-cinq  livres.  Des-lors  un 
baiiment  large,  a  fond  plat  de  200  tonneaux  de  trente  pieds 
cube  chaque,  construit  avec  du  cedre,  et  dont  la  cale  en  sera 
remplie,  pourra,  quoique  plein  d'eau,  porter  150,000  livres, 
qui  font  75  tonneaux ;  et  floter  facilement,  je  suppose  que 
la  partie  du  batiment  qui  sera  dans  I'eau  fera  un  efibrt  suf- 
fisant  pour  supporter  celle  qui  en  sera  dehors. 

D'apres  ce  calcul,  il  est  aise  de  donner  a  une  pareille 


barque  un  equipement  qui  n'excede  point  ce  poids,  ayant 
attention  de  se  reserver  au  centre  pour  les  munitions, 
un  cofire  etanche  depuis  le  fond  de  cale  jusqu'aux 
baux. 

Le  volume  de  ce  coffre  peut,  par  son  deplacement  de 
I'eau,  donner  la  facilite  de  mettre  du  lest,  afin  de  maintenir 
I'equilibre ;  le  poids  d'un  pied  cube  d'eau  douce  etant 
70  lbs.,  il  ne  s'agit  que  de  donner  au  coffre  une  grandeur 
relative  au  poids  du  lest  necessaire  au  batiment  que  I'on 
voudra  construire. 

Mais  au  lieu  de  farmer  avec  des  canons,  si  I'on  pouvoit 
lui  substituer  des  obus  pour  lirer  horlzontalement  des  bom- 
bettes  de  huit  pouces,  et  surtout  des"  carcasses  rendu  en 
forme  d'herisson,on  pourroit  esperer  de  bruler  les  vaisseaux 
ennemis,  pourvu  que  I'on  garantit  du  feu  les  sabords  en 
leur  donnant  une  forme  convenable,  et  les  garnissant  avec 
de  la  taule,  il  faudroient  que  les  pointes  des  herissons  fus- 
sent  giillees,et  que  les  matieres  combustibles  qui  les  envel- 
loperoient  pussent  flechir  assez,  afin  qu'arrivant  sur  ua 
vaisseau,  elles  pussent  entrer  dans  les  bordages  jusqu'a  un 
pouce  et  demi  ou  environ.  Un  petit  boulet  d'ou  s'enleve- 
roit  en  diflerents  sens  des  pointes  de  fers  grillees  garnies 
dans  les  intervalles,  et  meme  jusqu'au  dessus  de  leurs  sur- 
faces, poinlues  avec  de  I'etoupe  huilee,  de  la  toile  goudron- 
nee,  et  autres  matieres  combustibles,  que  I'on  a  acoutume 
d'employer  dans  les  carcasses,  composeroit  cette  machine 
destructive. 

II  ne  seroit  peut-etre  pas  impossible  de  bastinguer  un 
tel  batiment  de  fa^on  a  le  mettre  a  I'abris  du  boulet,  et 
de  le  garanlir  de  I'abordage,  en  garnissant  son  ribord  de 
pointes  de  fers,  les  unes  horizontales  et  les  autres  verticales, 
en  leur  donnant  deux  pieds  exterieurement  deux  tonneaux 
de  fer  suffiroient.  La  precaution  de  ne  placer  des  aubans 
qu'interieurement  (ce  qui  peut  se  faire  en  egard  a  sa  lar- 
geur)  et  de  ne  point  lui  donner  de  beaupreconviendroit  en 
pareil  cas.  On  sait  bien  qu'un  baiinient  qui  partiroit  de 
Quebeck  avec  un  vent  fait  de  sud-ouest  et  maree  baissante 
qui  iroit  la  nuit  mouiller  en  avant  d'un  vaisseau  de  guerre 
el  qui  fileroit  son  cable  jusqu'a  ce  qu'il  n'en  fut  qu'a  en- 
viron cinquante  brasses,  ne  sauroit  etre  aborde  pour  ce 
vaisseau,  le  vent  et  le  courant  etant  deux  obstacles  invin- 
cibles ;  mais  ces  sont  les  chaloupes  que  I'on  ne  manqueroit 
pas  de  trouver  mouillees  bien  au-dessus  des  vaisseaux  qui 
pourroient  etre  a  craindre,  c'est  pourquoi  il  faut  des  moyens 
pour  sauver  le  batiment  en  question  de  I'abordage. 

Si  une  macliine  flotaute  construite  sur  ces  principes  ne 
pouvoit  etre  coulee  bas  ni  abordee,  et  qui  lan^ant  son  feu 
a  une  moyenne  distance,  pourroit  iiisulter  un  vaisseau  de 
guerre,  le  bruler,  on  au  moins  I'obliger  de  lever,  auroit,  je 
crois,  quelque  avantage  sur  un  baiiment  ordinaire.  II  est 
vrai  qu'il  ne  seroit  propre  que  sur  une  rivieie,  mais  c'est 
tout  ce  qu'on  en  attend. 

Huit  batiments  de  cette  espece  de  150  tonneaux  chaque, 
a  un  mat  seulement  moniee  chacun  de  six  ou  huit  obus, 
couteroient  moins  en  total  qu'un  seul  vaisseau  de  soixanie 
canons,  et  rendroient  peut-etre  plus  de  service  ;  quant  a 
I'autre  espece  de  brulot  destine  a  mettre  le  feu  par  com- 
munication, on  pourroit  les  faire  sur  les  niemes  principes, 
mais  beaucoup  plus  petits. 

Des  gabarres  a  fond  plat  de  vingt  a  trente  tonneaux  pon- 
tier  garnies  de  cedre  dans  le  cale,  et  ayant  leurs  artifices  sur 
le  pont  suffiroient. 

Deux  raisons  qui  m'ont  parues  tres  importantes  m'ont 
fais  imaginer  la  necesslte  des  brulots :  la  premiere  c'est 
qu'avec  des  nouvelles  troupes,  il  pourroit  y  avoir  quelques 
difficultes  adisputer  le  terrein  a  des  vieux  corps  regies;  et 
la  deuxieme  c'est  que  j'oserois  dire,  par  experience,  que 
I'on  doit  poser  pour  axiome  que  des  batteries  quelques 
fortes  qu'elles  puissent  etre  ne  sauroient  empecher  une 
flotte  de  passer  durant  la  nuit  devant  (Quebeck,  remonter  le 
fleuve,  et  laisser  par  la  derriere  elle  tous  les  preparatifs 
qu'on  auroit  pu  faire  par  terre. 

Telles  sont.  Monsieur,  les  idees  que  j'ai  forme  sur 
I'ataque  de  Quebeck,  et  une  partie  des  defenses  de  la  Co- 
lonic, et  que  je  soumis  a  votre  exaiiien.  Je  suis  bien  con- 
vaincu  que  ceux  qui,  comme  vous,s'interessent  essentielle- 
ment  a  la  prosperite  de  I'Ainerique  sauront  prendre  tous 
les  arrangements  convenables  dans  les  circonstances  pre- 
sentes. 

Si  j'ai  pris  la  liberte  de  vous  communiquer  mes  senti- 
ments a  cet  egard,  c'est  que  persuade,  comme  je  suis,  de  la 
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justice  de  la  cause  de  V Amerique,  personne  ne  desire  plus 
que  moi  de  la  voir  reussir  dans  sa  louable  entreprisc. 

Je  m'eslimerois  tres  heureux,  si  mes  reflections  pouvoient 
donner  lieu  a  quelques  moyens  qui  pourroient  tournera  son 
avantage. 

J'ai  riionneur  d'etre,  avec  une  parfaite  consideration, 
Monsieur,  votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

Pellissiek, 
Directeur  des  Forges  St.  Maurice,  pres  dts  Ti  ois  Rivieres. 

Janvier  28,  1776. 

Monsieur:  Je  suis  actuellement  a  Montreal,  ou  j'ai  eu 
lieu  de  faire  des  observations  dont  j'ai  cru  devoir  vous  in- 
former. J'y  ai  trouve  le  nombre  des  Royalistes  beaucoup 
plus  considerables  que  je  ne  pensois.  Si  on  ne  met  pas 
un  frein  a  leurs  propos,  il  est  a  craindre  qu'ils  ne  changent 
la  bonne  disposition  des  habitants  des  campagnes.  Jecrois 
que  si  le  rangfort  destine  pour  le  Canada  etoit  envoye  su- 
bitement,  et  ioge  dansles  campagnes,  cela  arreteroit  le  pro- 
gies  des  mauvais  discours.  11  est  encore  terns  de  le  faire, 
et  les  habitants  ne  le  trouveront  pas  mal-a-propos. 

Quoique  le  siege  de  Quebeck  ne  soit  pas  difficile,  il 
pourroit  cependant  arriver  qu'en  I'atlaquant  du  cote  du 
Palais,  les  assieges  se  fortifieroient  dans  I'inlerieur  de  la 
ville.  En  egard  a  I'avantage  qu'ils  ont  de  la  hauteur  de 
cette  partie,  c'est  pourquoi  il  seroit  necessaire  d'avoir  des 
canons  de  vingt-quatre,  ou  au  moins  de  dix-huit,  pour  suffire 
dans  le  cas  oil  Ton  seroit  oblige  d'assieger  par  le  bastion 
St.  Jean,  qui  est  le  foible  des  forti6cations  qui  sont  sur  la 
hauteur  d' Abraham.  Mais  je  ne  peux  pas  m'empecher  de 
vous  prier  d'observer  qu'il  faut  absolument  des  ingenieurs 
pour  la  conduite  des  details  du  siege,  et  que  sans  cette  pre- 
caution ce  sera  en  vain  qu'on  y  eniployera  une  quanlite 
considerable  de  troupes  et  des  munitions  de  guerre. 

Si  mes  informations  pen  vent  vous  etre  utiles,  vous  pou- 
vez  disposer  librement  de  celui  qui  a  I'honneur  d'etre,  avec 
une  parfaite  consideration,  Monsieur,  votre  tres  humble  et 
tres  obeissant  serviteur,  Pelissier. 

TRANSLATION  OF   MONSIEtJR  PELISSIEr's  LETTER. 

Forges  of  St.  Maurice,  January  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  December  last.  General  Montgomery  acquainted 
me  of  his  intention  of  calling  an  Assembly  in  this  Colony, 
to  the  end  that  Deputies  might  be  chosen  to  join  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  He  engaged  me  to  use  my  endeavours 
to  accomplish  this  affair, but  not  finding  it  then  practicable, 
I  went  to  the  camp  to  confer  with  him  on  the  proper  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  hereafter  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  informations  he  had  received,  and  those  I  had 
obtained,  we  were  both  of  opinion  that  this  Convention 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  till  after  the  reduction  of  Que- 
beck, as  the  Royalists,  who  were  numerous  in  the  towns  of 
Montreal  and  Three- Rivers,  were  continually  intimidating 
the  people  with  supposed  consequences,  and  giving  them 
odious  and  contemptible  ideas  of  the  American  Confedera- 
tion. 

This  brave  General,  impatient  to  forward  the  designs  of 
the  Congress,  resolved  to  remove  all  difficulties  and  obsta- 
cles, by  a  bold  stroke,  in  assaulting  the  City  of  Quebeck. 
He  did  not  succeed,  and  had  the  misfortune  there  to  finish 
his  days.  He  fell  much  regretted  by  all  those  who  were 
persuaded  that  noble  and  generous  motives  alone,  had  de- 
termined him  to  engage  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

This  repulse  has,  in  no  wise,  altered  the  good  disposi- 
tions of  the  friends  of  America  here,  though  they  are  a  very 
small  number,  but  it  has  made  the  Royalists  more  auda- 
cious than  ever,  particularly  those  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  Government.  They  already  cry  victory ;  but,  I  flatter 
myself,  they  are  grossly  mistaken,  for,  if  Qtiebeck  is  attacked 
according  to  the  rules  of  art,  on  the  side  of  the  Palace- 
Gate,  no  season,  in  my  opinion,  can  prevent  the  city's 
being  taken  in  a  few  days. 

1  imagine,  that,  if  the  Congress  continues  to  afford  us  its 
generous  assistance,  and  the  above  methodical  plan  is  put 
in  execution,  that  city  must  soon  be  taken.  The  Royal- 
ists will  then  be  confounded,  the  just  will  prevail  over  the 
unjust,  and  the  timid  Canadians  will  be  encouraged  and 
emboldened  to  join  in  preparations  for  opposing  the  Parlia- 
mentary forces  which  may  arrive  this  year,  with  a  design 
to  ex.ecute   the   resolutions  taken   long  since,  to  reduce 


to  a  state  of  servitude  all  the  inhabitants  of  North-Ame- 


rica. 


I  cannot  but  observe,  upon  this  head,  that  were  the 
Ministry  determined  to  abolish  the  privileges  of  MflssacAu- 
setts-Bay,  they  endeavoured  to  save  appearances,  at  least, 
by  creating  a  cause  of  quarrel,  in  imposing  a  duty  upon  tea  ; 
but  they  fancied  they  might  enslave  the  Canadians  without 
so  much  ceremony ;  they  even  presumed  they  could  per- 
suade us  it  was  for  our  good,  and  that  we  owed  them,  for 
so  much  kindness,  everlasting  gratitude.  I  own  they  must 
have  had  a  wretched  opinion  of  us,  to  think  of  thus  treat- 
ing us.  It  was  the  height  of  contempt,  but  they  were  mis- 
taken. 

When,  in  1765,  General  Murray,  under  the  specious 
pretence  of  forming  an  Assembly  of  Representatives,  who 
should  all  be  Canadians,  intended  to  re-establish  the  Go- 
vernment on  the  same  footing  it  had  been  under  France,  it 
was  easy  to  conclude  it  a  plan  of  the  Ministry,  and  that  the 
promises  made  us,  and  which  had  been  confirmed  by  the 
King's  Proclamation  in  1763,  were  no  longer  to  be  consi- 
dered as  binding.  General  Murray,  not  being  able  to  carry 
this  plan  into  execution,  was  removed.  Ministry  substi- 
tuted General  Carkton,  who,  in  the  same  views,  sounded 
the  sentiments  of  the  Canadians,  and  omitted  nothing  to 
persuade  them  that  their  ancient  laws,  customs,  and  usages, 
would  be  most  suitable  and  convenient  for  them ;  but  having 
met  with  opposition  among  those  who  knew  the  difference 
between  liberty  and  despotism,  he  no  longer  communicated 
with,  or  took  into  his  confidence,  any  but  some  Canadian 
officers  and  the  clergy.  In  them  he  found  all  he  wanted ; 
that  is  to  say,  courtiers,  who,  pleased  with  the  hope  of  see- 
ing a  return  of  the  times  in  which  they  might  domineer 
over  the  people,  served  him  in  every  thing  he  desired,  and, 
in  consequence,  addressed  a  petition  to  the  King,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  to 
have  the  wise  British  Constitution  withdrawn ;  which,  in 
effect,  was  asking  chains  for  their  fellow-citizens. 

It  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Canadians,  in  gene- 
ral, were  so  base.  Some  flatterers,  and  some  ignorant 
people,  bigoted  to  ancient  customs,  signed  this  shameful 
petition,  without  being  authorized  by  any  but  themselves, 
to  the  number  of  sixty-five  only. 

It  was  upon  this  bespoken  petition  that  the  Ministry, 
who  had  their  views  in  obtaining  it,  seized  with  eagerness 
the  opportunity  of  establishing  arbitrary  power  in  this  coun- 
try, by  the  Quebeck  Act.  All  the  good  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince would  have  found  themselves  subjected  to  it,  if  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  had  not  pitied  their  unhappy  fate, 
and  lent  their  assistance  to  throw  off  the  odious  yoke  ;  for 
which  we  ought  to  be  forever  grateful.  But  it  cannot,  and 
ought  not  to  be  concealed,  that  this  good  disposition,  and 
these  good  sentiments,  may  be  corrupted  in  some,  if  the 
precaution  is  not  taken  of  purging  the  Colony  of  all  those 
flatterers  who  receive  pay  from  the  Government.  It  may 
be  considered  ascertain,  that  if  they  are  suffered  to  remain 
here,  they  will  work  a  division  that  may  be  prejudicial  to 
all  the  United  Colonies.  They  are  already  doing  it,  by 
insinuating  to  the  people  that  a  large  army  will  be  here  next 
Spring  from  Old  England,  and  that,  being  guilty  of  rebel- 
lion, they  will  have  no  other  resource  than  joining  that 
army  to  obtain  their  pardon,  without  which,  their  houses 
will  be  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  themselves  punished  with 
death.  Such  are  the  discourses  daily  held  to  a  people 
naturally  too  credulous.  If  this  evil  is  not  soon  cut  up  by 
the  roots,  it  may  become  incurable  ;  for  impressions  of  this 
nature,  become,  in  time,  like  the  prejudices  of  infancy,  very 
difficult  to  remove.  Besides,  by  the  abusive  and  contu- 
melious epithets  they  make  use  of,  in  speaking  of  our  good 
neighbours,  who  come  to  succour  us,  they  endeavour  to 
render  them,  together  with  liberty  itself,  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Canadians.  These  base  practices  cannot 
but  produce  a  bad  effect;  and  are  so  much  the  more  dan- 
gerous and  serious,  as,  upon  the  precautions  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  them,  depends  greatly  the  preservation  of 
the  Province. 

If,  as  it  may  be  presumed,  no  agreement  should  take 
place  between  the  Colonies  and  Britain,  before  the  Spring, 
it  is  probable  she  will  send  a  force  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, for  the  purpose  of  penetrating  the  other  Colonies  by 
the  aid  of  the  Canadians,  brought  again  under  her  yoke 
through  menaces  or  promises,  it  seems  to  me  that,  to  render 
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such  an  especlilion  fruitless,  there  are  two  principal  means 
ivliich  deserve  particular  attention.  Tiie  first  would  be  to 
support  and  retain  the  Canadians ;  the  second,  to  hinder 
the  fleet  coining  up  tlie  river,  or  passing  above  QuciecAr. 

The  circumstances  necessary  for  retaining  and  support- 
ing the  Canadians,  are : 

First.  That  i)roper  precautions  be  taken  for  securing  the 
persons  salaried  here  by  Government,  tiie  other  Royalists, 
and  particularly  all  the  military. 

Second.  Although  it  is  reasonable  that  the  Canadians 
should  pay  their  proportion  of  the  charges  of  the  war,  I 
imagine  it  would  be  proper  to  delay  levying  it  for  some 
time,  as  this  people,  having  never  been  accustomed  to  pay 
any  tax  but  by  way  of  duties  on  importation  and  exporta- 
tion, would  fancy  they  had  been  deceived,  and  that  they 
were  conquered  merely  to  be  taxed,  and  made  to  pay  all 
the  expense  of  this  war,  as  the  Royalists  endeavoured  to 
persuade  them. 

Third.  That  they  may  not  be  alarmed,  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  them  in  possession  of  their  bishops,  their  priests,  and 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  It  is  true,  that  some  of 
the  curates  have  made  publick  prayers,  during  nine  days, 
that  God  would  exterminate  the  troops  that  our  good  neigh- 
bours have  kindly  sent  to  assist  us ;  but  prudence  requires 
that  no  notice  should  be  taken  of  that  conduct. 

As  to  the  measures  to  be  taken  for  hindering  a  fleet's 
passing  above  Quebcck,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  most  expe- 
dient for  persons,  who,  jealous  of  their  liberty,  ought  not  to 
risk  too  much  upon  the  chance  of  a  battle,  would  be  to 
burn  it.  *■*#*#*»# 

If  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  you  my 
sentiments  thus  on  the  attack  of  ^uebeck  and  defence  of 
the  Colony,  it  is,  because,  persuaded  as  I  am  of  the  justice 
of  the  cause  of  America,  no  one  desires  more  than  myself 
to  see  her  succeed  in  her  most  laudable  enterprise. 

1  shall  esteem  myself  very  happy,  if  my  reflections  may 
occasion  the  use  of  some  means  that  may  turn  to  her  ad- 
vantage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  perfect  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant,        r. 

■*  '  1  ELISSIER, 

Director  of  the  Iron  Works, 

Near  the  Three- Rivers . 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

January  28,  1776. 

Postscript. — I  am  now  at  Montreal,  where  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  some  observations,  which  I  think  I 
ought  to  communicate  to  you. 

1  have  found  the  number  of  Royalists  much  more  con- 
siderable here  than  I  imagined.  If  they  are  not  bridled,  it 
is  to  be  feared  they  may  change  the  good  disposition  of  the 
country  people.  1  believe  that  if  the  reinforcements  des- 
tined for  Canada  arrive  soon,  and  are  quartered  in  the 
country,  that  may  be  a  means  of  stopping  the  progress  of 
bad  discourses.  There  is  yet  time  to  do  it,  and  the°people 
^ill  not  dislike  it. 

STONINOTON  (CONNECTICUT)  COMMITTEE  TO  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

Stonington,  January  8,  1776. 
Sir:  The  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety  in 
this  place,  to  whose  consideration  your  Excellency,  by 
letter  dated  the  27th  of  November  last,  was  pleased  to  refer 
the  aftair  of  one  Denny,  and  his  captured  vessel  and  cargo, 
having,  on  the  1st  o{  December,  transmitted  to  you  their 
proceedings  relative  thereto,  beg  leave  now  to  report,  fur- 
ther, that,  (having  notified  all  persons  concerned,)  after  a 
full  hearing,  and  careful  examination  and  inquiry  of  the 
several  evidences  before  us,  (consisting  of  people  on  board 
said  vessel  when  taken,  and  of  the  neighbours  supposed 
best  acquainted  with  the  character  of  said  Denny,  and  one 
Biiddington,  who,  for  some  reasons,  was  suspected  of  being 
toryistical,)  cannot  find  that  either  of  them  have  adopted 
or  pursued  any  measure  really  inimical  to  America,  or  in 
any  thing  acted  a  part  so  obnoxious,  but  that  they,  upon 
paying  the  necessary  and  occasional  charges,  miglit,  with- 
out further  delay  or  trouble,  have  said  vessel  and  cargo 
restored  to  them ;  unless  the  mere  act  of  said  Denny's 
availing  himself  and  being  possessed  of  the  enclosed  certifi- 
cate and  clearance  when  taken,  should  be  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient bar  in  the  way  ■  relative  to  which,  the  bearer  is  de- 


sired to  wait  and  receive  your  Excellency's  resolution  and 
commands. 

From  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Denison,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

JOHN  ADAMS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  January  8, 1776. 

Dear  Sir:  As  your  Excellency  has  asked  my  opinion 
of  General  Lee's  plan,  as  explained  in  his  letter  of  the 
5th  instant,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  it,  although  I  am 
obliged  to  do  it  in  more  haste  than  1  could  wish. 

I  suppose  the  only  questions  which  arise  upon  that  let- 
ter, are,  whether  the  plan  is  practicable,  whether  it  is 
expedient,  and  whether  it  lies  properly  within  your  Ex- 
cellency's authority,  without  further  directions  from  Con- 
gress. 

Of  the  practicability  of  it,  I  am  very  ill  qualified  to 
judge ;  but,  were  I  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  it  would  be, 
that  the  enterprise  would  not  be  attended  with  much  difii- 
culty.  The  Connecticut  people,  who  are  very  ready  upon 
such  occasions,  in  conjunction  with  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
New- York,  I  should  think  might  easily  accomplish  the 
work. 

That  it  is  expedient,  and  even  necessary  to  be  done,  by 
some  authority  or  other,  I  believe  will  not  be  doubted  by 
any  friend  of  the  American  cause,  who  considers  the  vast 
importance  of  that  City,  Province,  and  the  JVortA  River, 
which  is  in  it,  in  the  progress  of  this  war,  (as  it  is  the  nexus 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Colonies,)  as  a  kind  of  key 
to  the  whole  Continent ;  as  it  is  a  passage  to  Canada,  to 
the  great  lakes,  and  to  all  the  Lidian  nations,  no  effort 
to  secure  it  ought  to  be  omitted. 

That  it  is  within  the  limits  of  your  Excellency's  com- 
mand, is,  in  my  mind,  perfectly  clear.  Your  commis- 
sion constitutes  you  commander  of  all  the  forces  now 
raised,  or  to  be  raised,  and  of  all  others  who  shall  volun- 
tarily offer  their  service,  and  join  the  Army  for  the  defence 
of  American  liberty,  and  for  repelling  every  hostile  inva- 
sion thereof,  and  are  vested  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  act  as  you  shall  think  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the 
service. 

Now,  if  upon  Long-Island  there  is  a  body  of  people 
who  have  arms  in  their  hands,  and  are  intrenching  them- 
selves, professedly  to  oppose  the  American  system  of  de- 
fence; who  are  supplying  our  enemies,  both  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  in  Boston  and  elsewhere,  (as  I  suppose  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fact,)  no  man  can  hesitate  to  say  that  this  is 
an  hostile  invasion  of  American  liberty,  as  much  as  that 
now  made  in  Boston.  Nay,  those  people  are  guilty  of  the 
very  invasion  in  Boston,  as  they  are  constantly  aiding, 
abetting,  comforting,  and  assisting  the  army  there,  and  that 
in  the  most  essential  manner,  by  supplies  of  provisions. 
If  in  the  city  a  body  of  Tories  are  waiting  only  for  a  force 
to  protect  them,  to  declare  themselves  on  the  side  of  our 
enemies,  it  is  high  time  that  city  was  secured.  The  Jer- 
sey troops  have  already  been  ordered  into  that  city  by  the 
Congress,  and  are  there,  undoubtedly,  under  your  com- 
mand, ready  to  assist  in  this  service. 

That  New-York  is  within  your  command  as  much  as 
the  Massachusetts,  cannot  bear  a  question.  Your  Excel- 
lency's superiority  in  the  command,  over  the  Generals 
in  the  Northern  Department,  as  it  is  called,  has  been 
always  carefully  preserved  in  Congress,  although  the  ne. 
cessity  of  despatch  has  sometimes  induced  them  to  send 
instructions  directly  to  them,  instead  of  first  sending  them 
to  your  Excellency,  which  would  have  occasioned  a  cir- 
cuit of  many  hundreds  of  miles,  and  have  lost  much  time. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  General  Lee's 
is  a  very  useful  proi)osal,and  will  answer  many  good  ends. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  , 

John  Adams. 

To  General  Washins'ton. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MAJOR-GENEUAL  LEE. 

Sir:  Having  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  fitting  out  of 
a  fleet  at  Boston,  and  of  the  einbarkaiion  of  troops  from 
thence,  which,  from  the  season  of  the  year,  and  other  cir- 
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cumstances,  must  be  destined  for  a  Southern  expedition  ; 
and  having  such  informaiion  as  I  can  rely  on,  that  tlie  in- 
habitants (or  a  great  part  of  them)  on  Long-Island,  in  the 
Colony  of  New- York,  are  not  only  inimical  to  tlie  rights 
and  liberties  of  America,  but,  by  their  conduct  and  publick 
professions,  have  discovered  a  disposition  to  aid  and  assist 
in  the  reductionof  that  Colony  to  Ministerial  tyranny;  and, 
Ss  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  Neic- York 
and  the  North  River,  as  tliey  will  thereby  command  the 
country,  and  the  communication  v^ilh  Canada,  it  is  of  too 
much  consequence  (since  we  find,  by  His  Majesty's  speech 
to  Parliament,  tliat,  in  disregard  of  the  petition  from  the 
united  voice  of  America,  nothing  less  than  the  total  sub- 
version of  her  rights  will  satisfy  him,)  to  hazard  such  a 
post  at  such  an  alarming  crisis  :  You  will,  therefore,  with 
such  volunteers  as  are  willing  to  join  you,  and  can  be  expe- 
ditiously raised,  repair  to  the  city  of  Neiv- York,  and  call- 
ing upon  the  commanding  officer  of  the  forces  of  iVeu;- 
Jersey,  for  such  assistance  as  he  can  afford,  and  you  shall 
require,  you  are  to  put  that  cily  in  the  best  posture  of 
defence  which  the  season  and  circumstances  will  admit  of; 
disarming  all  such  persons,  upon  Long-Island  and  else- 
where, (and,  if  necessary,  otherwise  securing  iliem,)  whose 
conduct  and  declarations  have  rendered  them  justly  sus- 
pected of  designs  unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Congress. 

You  are  also  to  inquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  fortifications  up  the  North  River,  and,  as  far  as  that  be 
consistent  with  the  orders  of  Congress,  (or  not  repugnant 
to  them,)  to  have  the  works  guarded  against  surprise  from 
a  body  of  men,  which  might  be  transported  by  water  near 
the  place,  and  then  marched  in  upon  the  back  of  them. 

You  will  also  endeavour  to  have  the  medicines,  shirts, 
and  blankets,  (now  at  jN^ew- Fort,)  belonging  to  the  Minis- 
terial troops,  secured,  and  forwarded  to  this  Army.  Cap- 
tain Sears  can  give  you  particular  information  concern- 
ing them. 

That  in  other  matters  relative  to  the  execution  of  the 
general  plan  you  are  going  upon,  your  own  judgment,  (as  it 
is  impossible,  with  propriety,  to  give  particular  directions,) 
and  the  advice  of  those  you  have  reason  to  believe  are 
hearty  in  the  cause,  must  direct  you ;  keeping  always  in 
view  the  declared  intentions  of  Congress. 

I  am  persuaded  I  need  not  recommend  despatch  in  the 
execution  of  this  business  ;  the  importance,  alone,  is  suffi- 
cient incitement.  I  would  advise  a  dismission  of  the  vo- 
lunteers (whose  necessary  expenses  will  be  borne)  as  soon 
as  the  service  will  admit  of  it ;  and  that  you  endeavour,  as 
much  as  possible,  at  all  times  to  be  in  readiness  to  join 
the  Army,  if  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  here  should  call 
for  it. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge, 
the  eighth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  1776. 

George  Washington. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO   THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  January  8,  1776. 

Sir:  Having  undoubted  intelligence  of  the  fitting  out  of 
a  fleet  at  Boston,  and  the  embarkation  of  troops  from 
thence,  which,  from  the  season  of  the  year,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, must  be  destined  for  some  expedition  south 
of  this ;  and  having  such  information  as  I  can  rely  on, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Long-Island,  in  your  Government, 
or  a  great  part  of  them,  are  not  only  inimical  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  America,  but,  by  their  conduct  and  profes- 
sions, have  discovered  an  apparent  inclination  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  subjugate  their  fellow-citizens  to  Ministe- 
rial tyranny,  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  that  this 
armament,  if  not  designed  immediately  against  the  city  of 
New-York,  is,  nevertheless,  intended  for  Long-Island ; 
1  have,  therefore,  thought  it  expedient  to  despatch  Major- 
General  Lee,  with  such  volunteers  as  he  can  quickly  as- 
semble, on  his  march,  (for  I  have  not  troops  to  spare  from 
hence,  if  the  distance  and  time  would  admit  of  it,)  to  put  the 
city  of  New- York  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  the  sea- 
son and  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

To  his  instructions,  which  I  have  desired  him  to  lay 
before  you,  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  firmly  persuaded  that  your 
honourable  body  will  give  every  assistance  in  their  power 


to  facilitate  the  end  of  his  coming,  as  tliere  needs  no  other 
argument  than  a  retrospective  view  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Ministerial  troops  in  Boston,  and  the  consequences  result- 
ing from  ii,  to  prove  what  a  fatal  stab  it  would  give  to  the 
interests  of  America,  to  suffer  the  city  of  New-York  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  ' 

I  am,  &.C.  George  Washington. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
York. 

[general,  Washington]  to  william  bartlett. 

CambridgB,  January  8,  1776. 

Answered  his  letters  of  the  5lh  and  6th  instants.     De-  ■ 
sired  lie  would  purchase   the  guns  from  Captain  Darby, 
belonging  to  the  Lee,  schooner;  if  not,  he  must  give  them 
to  him.     To  be  alert  in  fitting  the  vessels  out,  Sic. 

To  William,  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 

R.   HOOE  TO  DANIEL  OF  ST.  THOMAS  JENIFER. 

AlBiandrin,  January  9,  177G. 

HoNounABLE  Siu:  Captain  Conj^oy  has  never  been  able 
to  get  his  vessel  ready  to  take  in  till  this  day,  though  he'' 
used  great  industry  ;  the  weather,  the  holydays,  &tc.,  have  ' 
been  against  him.     She  is  still  a  very  fine  vessel,  now  in 
the  most  complete  order;   and  it  gives  me  concern  to  in-  ' 
form  you  that  the  Captain,  one  of  the  most  active  fellows 
in  the  world,  is  about  leaving  her.     Of  this,  Captain  Con-  ■ 
way  never  gave  me  the  most  distant  hint,  till  within  these 
few  days.     As  soon  as  he  made  known  his  intentions,  I 
expostulated  with  and  endeavoured  to  convince  him  of  the 
impropriety  of  leaving   the    service    without   giving   the 
Council  of  Safety  due  notice  to  provide  another  master,  ' 
but  all  in  vain.  ' 

He  has  had  a  little  vessel  built  somewhere  in  the  lower"  i 
parts  of  Virginia ;  she  is  finished  and  come  up,  and  he  is  ^ 
going  out  in  her.  However,  he  promises  to  stay  by  the  ' 
vessel  and  see  things  carried  on,  till  another  master  comes  ' 
on  board ;  you  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  appoint  one,  ■' 
and  send  him  to  take  charge,  as  soon  as  possible.  He  says 
be  intended  to  give  you  notice  at  Annapolis,  but  the 
Council  Room  was  always  full,  and  he  never  could  find 
an  opportunity. 

If  you  have  not  a  proper  person  to  spare,  there  is  a 
brother  of  Conway's,  who  I  believe  to  be  an  able  seaman, 
and  a  very  industrious,  spirited  man,  that  has  offered  him- 
self. He  being  well  acquainted,  could  pick  up  men  in  a 
short  time,  of  which  the  vessel  is  bare,  having  but  three  on 
board. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  HooE. 
To  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  Si.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

P.  S.  If  you  incline  to  accept  of  his  brother,  it  will  be 
well  to  give  me  orders  by  next  post,  or  he  will  be  engaged. 


ADDRESS    OF    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  COLONY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

January  9,  1776. 

To  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the  evil  consequences 
which  may  arise  from  the  assertion,  that  the  "Continental 
Congress  have  made  no  approaches  towards  an  accommo- 
dation with  Great  Britain,"  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  Colony  of  Neiv-  York,  have  directed  the  following 
Petition  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  His  Majesty,  and 
the  Address  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Livery  of  London,  to 
the  Electors  of  Great  Britain,  occasioned  by  that  Petition, 
to  be  published. 

In  the  present  unhappy  controversy,  we  can  call  for  no 
evidence  so  unexceptionable  to  the  deluded  enemies  of 
America,  as  the  testimony  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Capital 
city  of  Great  Britain. 

Every  information  on  this  subject,  coming  from  among 
us,  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  as  passing  through  a  sus- 
picious channel ;  but  when  we  appeal  to  those  who,  if  we 
have  engaged  without  grounds  in  the  present  contention, 
are  immediately  interested  against  us,  every  unprejudiced 
reader  must  be  convinced,  that  their  voluntary  testimony  in 
our  favour,  is  full  proof  of  the  justice  of  our  cause.  And 
it  is  for  this  purpose,  that  the  above-mentioned  Address  is 
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recommended  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  tiie  Colony  of  ^^ew-  York. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman, 

Copy  of  Petition  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
sitting  at  Philadelphia,  July  8, 1775,  to  His  Majesty. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  of  the  Colonics  of 
New- Hampshire,  Massachusetts- Bay,  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  I^ew-  York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Counties  o(  New- Castle,  Kent 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- 
Carolina,  and  South-Carolina,  in  beiialf  of  ourselves,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  tiiese  Colonies,  who  have  deputed  us  to 
represent  them  in  General  Congress,  entreat  your  Majes- 
ty s  gracious  attention  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  our  mother  country  and  these  Colo- 
nies, and  the  energy  of  mild  and  just  Government,  produced 
benefits  so  remarkably  important,  and  afforded  such  an 
assurance  of  their  permanency  and  increase,  that  the  wonder 
and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  while  they  beheld 
Great  Britain  rising  to  a  power  the  most  extraordinary 
the  world  had  ever  known. 

Her  rivals,  observing  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
this  happy  connection  being  broken  by  civil  dissensions, 
and  apprehending  its  future  effects,  if  left  any  longer  undis- 
turbed, resolved  to  prevent  her  receiving  such  continual 
and  formidable  accessions  of  wealth  and  strength,  by  check- 
ing the  growth  of  those  settlements  from  which  they  were 
to  be  derived. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  attempt,  events  so  unfavour- 
able to  the  design  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  entertained 
pleasing  and  reasonable  expectations,  of  seeing  an  additional 
force  and  extension  immediately  given  to  the  operations  of 
the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargement  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and 
warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  distance. 

At  the  conclusion,  therefore,  of  the  late  war,  the  most 
glorious  and  advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by 
British  arms,  your  loyal  Colonists,  having  contributed  to 
its  success,  by  such  repeated  and  strenuous  exertions,  as 
frequently  procured  them  the  distinguished  approbation  of 
your  Majesty,  of  the  late  King,  and  of  Parliament,  doubted 
not,  but  that  they  should  be  permitted,  with  the  rest  of  the 
empire,  to  share  in  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the  emolu- 
ments of  victory  and  conquest. 

While  these  recent  and  honourable  acknowledgments 
of  their  merits  remained  on  record,  in  the  journals  and 
acts  of  that  august  legislature,  the  Parliament,  undefaced 
by  the  imputation,  or  even  the  suspicion  of  any  offence, 
they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  system  of  statutes  and  regu- 
lations, adopted  for  the  administration  of  the  Colonies,  that 
filled  their  minds  with  the  most  painful  fears  and  jealousies  ; 
and,  to  their  inexpressible  astonishment,  perceived  the  dan- 
ger of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly  succeeded  by  domestick 
dangers,  in  their  judgment,  of  a  more  dreadful  kind. 

Nor  were  these  anxieties  alleviated  by  any  tendency  in 
this  system  to  promote  the  welfare  of  their  mother  coun- 
try; for,  though  its  effects  were  immediately  felt  by  them, 
yet  its  influence  appeared  to  be  injurious  to  the  commerce 
and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain. 

We  shall  decline  the  ungrateful  task  of  describing  the 
irksome  variety  of  artifices  practised  by  many  of  your 
Majesty's  Ministers;  the  delusive  pretences,  fruitless  ter- 
rours,  and  unavailing  severities,  that  have  from  time  to 
time  been  dealt  out  by  them,  in  their  attempts  to  executa 
this  impolilick  plan ;  or  of  tracing,  through  a  series  of  years 
past,  the  progress  of  the  unhappy  differences  between 
Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  that  have  flowed  from 
this  fatal  source. 

Your  Majesty's  Ministers,  persevering  in  their  measures, 
and  proceeding  to  open  hostilities  for  enforcing  them,  have 
compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  defence,  and  have  engaged  us 
in  a  controvei-sy  so  peculiariy  abhorrent  to  the  affections  of 
your  still  faithful  Colonists,  that  when  we  consider  whom  we 
must  oppose  in  this  contest,  and,  if  it  continues,  what  may 
be  the  consequences,  our  own  particular  misfortunes  are 
accounted  by  us  only  as  part  of  our  distress. 


Knowing  to  what  violent  resentment  and  incurable  ani- 
mosities, civil  discords  are  apt  to  exasperate  and  inflame 
the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourselves  required  by 
indispensable  obligations  to  Almighty  God,  to  your  Majes- 
ty, to  our  fellow-subjects,  and  to  ourselves,  immediately  to 
us  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  our 
safety,  for  stopping  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  and  for 
averting  the  impending  calamities  that  threaten  the  British 
empire. 

Thus  called  upgn  to  address  your  Majesty,  on  affairs  of 
such  moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  all  your  domi- 
nions, we  are  earnestly  desirous  of  performing  this  office 
with  the  utmost  deference  for  your  Majesty;  and  we  there- 
fore pray,  that  your  Majesty's  Royal  magnanimity  and  be- 
nevolence may  make  the  most  favourable  constructions  of 
our  expressions  on  so  uncommon  an  occasion.  Could  we- 
represent,  in  their  full  force,  the  sentiments  that  agitate  the 
minds  of  us,  your  dutiful  subjects,  we  are  persuaded  your 
Majesty  would  ascribe  any  seeming  deviation  from  reve- 
rence in  our  language,  and  even  in  our  conduct,  not  to  any 
reprehensible  intention,  but  to  the  impossibility  of  recon- 
ciling the  usual  appearances  of  respect,  with  a  just  atten- 
tion to  our  own  preservation,  against  those  artful  and  cruel 
enemies,  who  abuse  your  Royal  confidence  and  authority, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  our  destruction. 

Attaclied  to  your  Majesty's  person,  family,  and  Govern- 
ment, with  all  devotion  that  principle  and  affection  can 
inspire,  connected  with  Great  Britain  by  the  strongest  ties 
that  can  unite  societies,  and  deploring  every  event  that 
tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we  solemnly  assure 
your  Majesty,  that  we  not  only  most  ardently  desire  the 
former  harmony  between  her  and  these  Colonies  may  be 
restored,  but  that  concord  may  be  established  between 
them,  upon  so  firm  a  basis  as  to  perpetuate  its  blessings, 
uninterrupted  by  any  future  dissensions,  to  succeeding  gene- 
rations in  both  countries;  and  to  transmit  your  Majesty's 
name  to  posterity,  adorned  with  that  signal  and  lasting 
glory  that  has  attended  the  memory  of  those  illustrious 
personages,  whose  virtues  and  abilities  have  extricated 
states  from  dangerous  convulsions,  and,  by  securing  happi- 
ness to  others,  have  erected  the  most  noble  and  durable 
monuments  to  their  own  fame. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  sufferings  of  your  loyal  Colonists,  during 
the  course  of  this  present  controversy,  our  breasts  retain 
too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  we  derive 
our  origin,  to  request  such  a  reconciliation  as  might,  in  any 
manner,  be  inconsistent  with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare. 
These,  related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well 
as  inclination,  induce  us  to  support  and  advance ;  and  the 
apprehensions  that  now  oppress  our  hearts  with  unspeak- 
able grief,  being  once  removed,  your  Majesty  will  find  your 
faithful  subjects  on  this  Continent  ready  and  willing,  at  all 
times,  as  they  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  of  our  mother  country. 

We,  therefore,  beseech  your  Majesty,  that  your  Royal 
authority  and  influence  may  be  graciously  interposed  to 
procure  us  relief  from  our  afflicting  fears  and  jealousies, 
occasioned  by  the  system  before-mentioned,  and  to  settle 
peace  through  every  part  of  your  dominions ;  with  all 
humility,  submitting  to  your  Majesty's  wise  consideration, 
whether  it  may  not  be  expedient,  for  facilitating  those  im- 
portant purposes,  that  your  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
direct  some  mode  by  whicl^  the  united  applications  of  your 
faithful  Colonists  to  the  Throne,  in  pursuance  of  their 
common  counsels,  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per- 
manent reconciliation  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  measures 
may  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  destruction  of  the 
lives  of  your  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  that  such  statuies  as 
more  immediately  distress  any  of  your  Majesty's  Colonies, 
may  be  repealed. 

For  by  such  arrangements  as  your  Majesty's  wisdom  can 
form,  for  collecting  the  united  sense  of  your^mericrtn  peo- 
ple, we  are  convinced  your  Majesty  would  receive  such 
satisfactory  proofs  of  the  disposition  of  the  Colonists  to- 
wards their  Sovereign,  and  the  parent  state,  that  the  wished 
for  opportunity  would  soon  be  restored  to  them,  of  evincing 
the  sincerity  of  their  professions,  by  every  testimony  of 
devotion  becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and  the  most 
affectionate  Colonists. 
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That  your  Majesty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  prosperous 
reign,  and  that  your  descendants  may  govern  your  domin- 
ions, with  honour  to  themselves,  and  happiness  to  their 
subjects,  is  our  sincere  and  fervent  prayer. 


TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Gentlemen:  The  mischiefs  wliich  have  already  arisen, 
and  the  greater  calamities  which  are  tiireatened,  from  the 
unnatural  war  excited  in  America,  by  tlie  arbitrary  and 
inexorable  spirit  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  advisers, 
have  impressed  our  minds  with  alarms  and  apprehensions, 
which  occasion  this  address  to  you. 

As  electors,  we  are  more  particularly  called  upon  to 
take  into  consideration  these  dangerous  proceedings  against 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America;  because  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  are  unhappily  made  the  instruments  of 
these  measures. 

It  is  impossible  we  can  see,  without  the  utmost  alarm, 
preparations  making  for  the  prosecution  of  an  expensive 
and  ruinous  war  with  our  own  Colonies,  from  which  so 
hiuch  of  our  commerce,  and,  therefore,  the  sources  of  our 
wealth,  are  derived.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  this 
must  be  an  increase  of  taxes,  already  too  heavy,  and  an 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  which  presses  us  with  into- 
lerable weight.  We  beg  you  to  consider  what  must  be  the 
situation  of  this  kingdocn,  under  an  augmentation  of  taxes, 
and  a  diminution  of  commerce,  an  increase  of  national 
debt,  and  an  equal  decrease  of  national  resources. 

These  are  the  immediate  and  unavoidable  consequences 
of  this  war.  The  probable  ones  are  still  more  fatal.  If 
our  natural  and  inveterate  enemies  should  fall  upon  us, 
when  we  are  exhausted  of  men  and  money,  when  our  most 
valuable  commerce  is  ruined,  and  our  bravest  and  veteran 
troops  sacrificed,  what  is  it  that  can  shield  us  from  imme- 
diate ruin  ?  If  we  involve  ourselves,  then,  in  this  obsti- 
nate and  expensive  civil  war,  we  must  owe  our  safety  to 
the  forbeaiauce  ut  uui  cncmioe.  Neither  do  we  think  it 
improbable,  from  the  desperate  valour  with  which  the 
Americans  defend  their  dearest  liberties,  that  all  oureffoita 
will  be  unsuccessful,  and  that  we  shall  at  last  be  obliged 
to  sit  down  under  a  grievous  addition  of  debt,  the  shame 
of  defeated  armaments,  and  the  total  loss  of  our  useful  and 
affectionate  Colonies. 

The  provision  tiiat  is  making  for  the  introduction  of 
Hanoverian  and  Hessian  troops,  instead  of  removing,  con- 
firms our  apprehensions  ;  because  we  cannot  have  any  con- 
fidence in  tl)e  protection  of  foreign  mercenaries ;  and  feel 
at  once  the  shame  and  folly  of  that  policy  which  is  to  bur- 
den us  with  taxes  for  the  payment  of  foreign  protectors, 
while  our  own  brave  troops  are  slaughtered  in  an  unnatural, 
unnecessary,  and  inglorious  contest. 

For  the  certain  expenses  of  this  war,  we  see  no  repara- 
tion, even  in  conquest.  Desolated  fields,  and  depopulated 
Provinces,  are  little  likely  to  contribute  to  our  necessities, 
either  by  revenue  or  commerce.  No  complaint  from  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  in  Great  Britain,  of  illicit 
trade,  and  acts  of  navigation  infringed,  has  called  for  these 
coercive  measures.  On  the  contrary,  tliey  have  repeatedly 
petitioned  against  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  is 
•founded.  To  secure  our  commerce,  therefore,  can  neither 
be  the  aim,  nor  issue  of  this  war.  Neither  can  it  be  to 
settle  a  due  subordination  of  the  Colonies  upon  the  parent 
slate,  since  tiiey  have  repeatedly  and  solemnly  acknow- 
ledged their  subordination,  and  submitted  to  our  control. 

VVe  cannot,  therefore,  discover  any  real  object,  or  possi- 
ble event  of  this  dispute,  (should  we  be  successful,)  but 
that  of  establishing  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Crown  over 
our  fellow-subjects  in  America,  which  must  greatly  endanger 
the  Constitution  here,  and  increase  the  number  of  placemen 
and  pensioners,  already  so  enormous  as  to  threaten  the  utter 
destruction  of  freedom  and  independence  among  us. 

The  people  of  the  Colonies  have  appealed  to  their  fel- 
low-subjects in  Great  Britain,  for  the  justice  and  necessity 
of  their  conduct.  We  are  convinced  of  their  having  been 
injured  and  oppressed.  We  sympathize  in  their  griefs,  and 
revere  their  fortitude  ;  every  motive  of  humanity,  of  justice, 
and  of  interest,  calls  upon  us  to  condemn  the  measures  of 
wliich  they  complain,  and  to  declare  that  we  will  never 
willingly  contribute  to  urge  their  oppressions,  or  abridge 
their  liberties. 


Fourth  Sebies. — Vol.  it. 


It  has  been  our  grief  and  our  misfortune  to  see  that  th^ 
repeated  petitions  from  His  Majesty's  subjects  \n  America, 
supported  by  many  in  this  country,  have  not  availed  to 
prevent  tho  dreadful  extremities  we  now  lament.  The 
petitioners  have  been  studiously  driven  to  the  last  resour- 
ces of  despair,  by  a  denial  of  redress,  and  an  accumulation 
of  grievances  too  severe  to  be  endured  by  a  free  people. 

In  the  united  petition  last  year,  fiom  all  the  Colonies  to 
the  King,  they  asked  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  Did 
it  become  us  to  refuse  such  a  request,  or  to  persist  in  vio- 
lating the  peace,  liberty,  and  safely,  of  any  part  of  our 
fellow-subjects?  They  pledge  thetnselves,  "that  in  lime 
of  war,  they  will  be  ready  and  willing  to  demonstrate  their 
loyalty  to  His  Majesty,  by  exerting  their  most  strenuous 
etToris,  in  granting  supplies  and  raising  forces."  What  can 
we,  in  justice,  require  more  from  a  part  of  the  empire,  re- 
strained, in  point  of  commercial  advantages,  for  our  benefit, 
and  labouring,  in  consequence  of  that  restraint,  under  ^ 
heavy  and  accumulating  debt  ?  Can  we  expect  success 
from  a  war  founded  in  such  flagrant  injustice  ?  Appeal- 
ing, say  they,  "  to  that  Being  who  searches  thorougldy 
the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  we  solemnly  profess  that  our 
counsels  have  been  influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a 
dread  of  impending  destruction." 

That  dread  has  been  realized.  Famine,  fire  and  sword, 
have  answered  (i.  e.  were  the  answers  given  to)  their  rea- 
sonable requests,  and  earnest  applications.  Utter  destruc- 
tion, or  unconditional  submission,  is  the  only  alternative  left 
them,  by  this  imperious  and  intemperate  Administration. 

Yet  still  they  were  determined  to  try  the  force  of  fresh 
supplication.  This  they  have  done  in  their  late  petition 
to  the  Throne,  more  humble,  but  still  fruitless  as  the  former; 
They  say,  "  Knowing  to  what  violent  resentments,  and  in- 
curable animosities,  civil  discords  are  apt  to  exasperate  and 
inflame  the  contending  parties,  we  think  ourselves  required 
by  indispensable  obligations  to  Almighty  God,  to  your 
Majesty,  to  our  fellow-subjects,  and  ourselves,  immediately 
to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with 
our  safety,  for  stopping  the  further  efl'usion  of  blood,  and 
for  areriino  the  impending  calamities,  which  threaten  the 
British  empire." 

We  feel  these  as  the  most  amiable  sentiments,  of  men 
cordially  interested  in  our  welfare,  and  earnestly  aiming  at 
peace  and  reconciliation. 

In  pursuance  of  these  laudable  purposes,  they  solemnly 
declare  their  most  ardent  desire,  that  "  the  former  harmony 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  restored,  and  a  concord 
may  be  established  between  them,  upon  so  firm  a  basis,  as 
to  perpetuate  its  blessings,  uninterrupted  by  any  future 
dissensions,  to  succeeding  generations,  in  both  countries." 
They  declare,  that  "  they  do  not  request  such  reconcilia- 
tion as  might,  in  any  manner,  be  inconsistent  with  the  dig- 
nity or  welfare  of  Great  Britain ;"  that,  "  they  are  ready 
and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they  have  been,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests 
of  His  Majesty,  and  of  their  mother  country."  They, 
therefore,  implore  His  Majesty,  "  to  take  measures  for  pre- 
venting the  further  destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  subjects; 
and  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  direct  some  mode  by  which 
the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  Colonists  to  the  Throne,, 
in  pursuance  of  their  common  counsels,  may  be  improved 
into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation  ;  and  that  the 
wished-for  opportunity  may  soon  be  restored  to  them,  of 
evincing  the  sincerity  of  their  professions,  by  every  testi- 
mony of  devotion,  becoming  the  most  dutiful  subjects,  and 
the  most  affectionate  Colonists." 

To  this  petition  an  answer  has  been  refused.  The  un- 
happy petitioners  are  left  to  deplore  the  prospect  of  inex- 
orable war  and  desolation,  and  to  seek  protection  in  those 
fatal  resources  which  self-preservation  suggests  against  im- 
pending destruction. 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  alarming  state  of  America,  which 
fills  us  with  anxiety  and  apprehensions. 

We  lament  the  blood  that  has  been  already  shed ;  we 
deplore  the  fate  of  those  brave  men,  who  are  devoted  to 
hazard  their  lives,  not  against  the  enemies  of  the  British 
name,  but  against  the  friends  of  the  prosperity  and  glory 
of  Great  Britain.  We  feel  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
arras,  sullied,  not  by  the  misbehaviour  of  those  who  borp 
them,  but  by  the  misconduct  of  the  Ministers  who  employed 
them,  to  the  oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects.     We  are 
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alarmed  at  the  immediate,  insupportable  expense,  and  the 
probable  consequences  of  a  war,  which,  we  are  convinced, 
originates  in  violence  and  injustice,  and  must  end  in  ruin. 

These  are  the  sentiments,  gentlemen,  whicii  we  take  the 
liberty  of  communicating  to  you,  as  the  reasons  upon  which 
we  have  acted,  trusting  that,  if  they  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, you  will  co-operate  with  us,  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  authors  of  these  evils  to  the  justice  of  their  country. 
Signed  in  obedience  to  order  of  the  Common  Hall. 
John  Wilkes,  Mayor. 
George  Hayley,  >  ^^^^,^,^ 

Nathaniel  Newnham,  j 


coNNECTictrr  COUNCIL  or  safety. 

Friday,  January  5,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
Sic,  at  Lebanon,  Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Esq., 
William  Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jedediah  Eldtrkin, 
Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esqrs. 

Motion  by  Esquire  Chapman,  made  to  the  Governour, 
about  supplying  the  Minute-Men,  inlisting  at  East-Had- 
dam,  with  Arms.  On  discourse  and  consideration,  thought 
it  premature  to  determine  any  thing  about  it  al  present. 

Moved  to  conclude  where  the  four  Row  Galleys,  lately 
ordered  by  the  Assembly,  under  the  direction  of  said  Com- 
mittee, shall  be  built ;  and,  on  consideration,  Resolved, 
That  one  of  them  be  built  at  Norwich,  and  one  at  East-Had- 
dam ;  and  thought  proper  not  now  to  determine  as  to  the 
Other  two. 

On  a  Letter,  and  request  from  Mr.  Deane,  in  behalf  of 
the  Naval  Committee  at  Congress,  requesting  that  Captain 
NUes,  of  the  Spy,  be  sent  to  carry  recruits  from  New-Lon- 
don to  Philadelphia,  for  the  Navy;  it  was,  on  consideration, 
concluded  and  voted,  that  we  cannot  properly  and  safely 
permit  her  to  be  absent  so  long ;  and  do  not  agree  to  the 
proposal. 

Being  informed  by  TjCttep  from  Mr.  S!hnta,  that  Gaptinn 

Hinman  has  brought  in  about  two  tons  of  Powder  for  the 
Colony,  procured  by  him,  and  landed  the  same  at  Bedford, 
Dear  or  in  Dartmouth, 

Voted, that  said  Shawhe  desired  to  cause  said  Powder 
to  be  brought  to  Providence,  and  committed  to  the  care  of 
Governour  Cooke;  aivitt'Krnithe  Governour  be  desired  to 
write  to  Governour  Cb^iie,  to  take  care  of  the  same,  till 
further  orders. 

And  Letters  wrote,  Szc;  and  Mr.  Shaw  came  in  and 
received  his  directions,  &c. 

On  motion,  that  the  men  on  board  Captain  Niles  have 
served  out  the  term  for  which  they  engaged  at  the  1st  of 
December,  and  have  since  been  continued  by  order,  &ic. ; 
and  that  they  appear  desirous  to  be  released,  &ic., 

Voted  and  Ordered,  That  said  Captain  Niles  be  directed 
to  raise  and  inlist  twenty  men,  such  as  he  can  confide  in, 
to  serve  on  board  said  Schooner  Spy,  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  on  the  following  wages,  viz: 
For  able  Seamen,  forty-eight  shillings;  and  for  Seamen, 
forty  shillings  per  calender  month.    (And  copy  sent  him.) 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Mott  be  desired  and  directed  to 
repair,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  New-London,  Groton,  and 
Stonington,  and  view  the  works  of  defence,  erected  and 
proposed  there;  and  make  report  to  his  Honour  the  Go- 
Ternoiir,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  done,  with  his  opinion,  in 
and  about  the  premises. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Esq., 
William  JVilliams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esqrs. 

A  number  of  Letters,  to  and  from  sundry  persons,  read, 
&c. 

The  subject  of  building,  or  purchasing,  to  be  armed  for 
defence,  £cc.,  according  to  the  Resolve  of  the  Assembly,  in 
addition  to  the  one  lately  purchased,  by  order  of  said  As- 
sembly of  Captain  Gregg,  was  considered,  iic;  and  on  the 
question, 


Voted,  Tliat  the  Vessel,  to  be  built  or  purchased  for 
said  purpose,  be  of  not  less  than  two  hundred  tons  burden. 

And  then  Pooled,  That  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esq., 
and  Captain  Scth  Harding,  be  a  Committee  to  repair 
forthwith  to  Middletown,  and  other  towns  on  the  river, 
and  such  other  places  as  they  shall  find  necessary,  and 
make  diligent  inquiry,  whether  and  where,  such  warlike 
Vessel,  fit  for  and  suitable  for  the  service  designed,  can  be 
purchased  and  obtained  ;  and  how,  and  on  what  terms  and 
conditions  ;  and,  also,  where  such  Vessel  can  best  and  most 
advantageously  be  built  for  that  purpose,  and  by  whom, 
and  on  what  terms,  and  to  make  report  of  whatever  they 
may  find  and  judge  to  be  advantageous  for  promoting  said 
service,  to  the  Governour,  and  this  Committee,  as  soon  as 
possible.     (And  copy  given.) 

And  then,  on  representation  to  this  Board,  that  the  Iron 
Furnace  al  Salisbury,  belonging  to  Mr.  Richard  Smith, 
now  in  Boston,  is  in  good  repair,  and  capable  of  being  im- 
proved to  great  advantage  for  the  publick,  by  manufactur- 
ing Iron,  casting  Cannon,  Cannon  Ball,  &c.;  On  conside- 
ration thereof,  it  is, 

Voted  and  Resolved,  That  Colonel  Jedediah  Elderkin 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  repair  forth- 
with to  said  Furnace,  and  to  the  Iron  Works  of  said  Smith, 
at  Suffrage,  or  higher  up,  and  find  the  true  state  and  cir- 
cumstances of  said  Furnace,  and  how  they  may  be  im- 
proved for  the  benefit  of  the  Colony,  in  either  of  the  ways 
aforesaid  ;  consult  and  advise,  in  the  best  manner  he  can, 
as  to  the  profniety  of  immediately  improving,  and  setting 
said  works  agoing,  for  any  or  either  of  the  purposes  afore- 
said ;  and  make  the  best  estimate  he  shall  be  able,  and  with 
his  best  discretion,  if  he  shall  find  it  expedient,  give  proper 
orders  for  executing  any,  or  either  of  said  designs;  and 
make  report  of  his  doings  and  ojiinion  in  the  premises. 

And  he  is  further  instructed  to  make  inquiry  after  what- 
ever can  be  collected  of  the  Saltpetre  and  Sulphur  belong- 
ing to  this  Colony,  which  was  sent  to  the  late  Judge  £.i- 
vingston's  Powder-Mill  nt  Cluicmunt,  lo  be  worked  into 
Powder,  which  mill  has  been  blown  up;  and  unless  he  find 
said  mill  rebuilt,  or  in  such  condition  as  that  said  materials 
are  like  to  be  soon  worked  up,  he  is  directed  to  cause  the 
same  to  be  returned  to  this  Colony  ;  and  also  report  make. 
(And  copy  given  to  him,  and  he  set  out  next  day.) 

An  Account  of  Captain  Isaac  Scars,  laid  in  for  sundries, 
supplied  the  Battery,  Sic,  at  New- Haven,  viz:  17  cwt. 
2  qrs.  Cannon  Ball,  at  fifteen  shillings — and  interest,  eight 
shillings  and  nine  pence;  9 cwt.  1  qr.  21  lbs.  refined  Iron,  at 
twenty-eight  shillings ;  and  3  cwt.  2  qr.  6  lbs.  bloom  Iron, 
at  twenty-two  shillings,  &ic. ;  total,  twenty  pounds,  eleven 
pence,  lawful  money;  and  the  same  is  allowed  ;  and  that  an 
order  be  given  on  the  Pay-Table  for  the  same.  (And  is 
done.) 

And  adjourned  to  Thursday,  18th  instant. 

Thursday,  January  11,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safely, 
specially  called  by  his  Honour,  Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Esq., 
William  Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  and  Joshua  West, 
Esquires. 

N.  B.  The  rest  being  gone  on  publick  business.  The 
York  affair,  for  General  Lee,  done,  &,c. 


EXTIIACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED   CAMBRIDGE,  JANUARY  9,   1776. 

Last  evening,  (^January  8,)  General  Putnam  achieved 
what  our  friend  on  If  inter-  Hill  attempted.  Major  Knowl- 
ton  commanded  the  party  ;  Minchin,  and  a  deserter,  who 
lately  came  out,  were  the  guides  ;  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  passed,  near  nine  o'clock,  over  the  mill-dam  ;  Majors 
Cary  and  Henly  had  each  a  party,  and  the  former  was  to 
push  to  the  farthest  house ;  (if  you  recollect,  there  was, 
to  your  right  from  Cobble-Hill,  when  you  looked  towards 
Bunker's  Hill,  about  fifteen  houses,  which  had  escaped 
the  conflagration  on  the  17th  o{  June.)  The  plan  was, 
to  surprise  these  houses,  set  them  on  fire,  and  bring  off"  the 
guard,  which,  we  were  informed,  consisted  of  an  officer 
and  thirty  men ;  but  the  information  was  wrong,  as  there 
was  only  a  sergeant  and  five  men.  The  persons  appoint- 
ed to  set  fire  to  the  houses  nearest  the  dam,  bad  orders  not 
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to  execute  it  until  Cary  liad  returned  from  the  farthest, 
but,  eager  to  fulfil  what  they  had  undertaken,  they  were 
the  first  that  appeared  in  flames  ;  sometime  after,  the 
whole  was  one  blaze  of  fire.  Had  I  Burgoync's  knack  at 
description,  I  assure  you,  a  picture  might  be  drawn  that 
would  afford  great  horrour,  and,  at  the  same  time,  great  en- 
tertainment. Bunker'' s  Hill  took  the  alarm  ;  the  flashing  of 
the  musketry,  from  every  quarter  of  that  fort,  showed  the 
confusion  of  its  defenders — firing,  some  in  the  air,  some  in 
the  Myslick  river ;  in  short,  they  fired  at  random,  and  thought 
they  were  attacked  at  every  quarter,  which,  you  may  sup- 
pose, gave  no  small  pleasure  to  the  General  and  a  number 
of  us,  who  were  spectators  of  the  scene,  from  Cobble- Hill. 
Ten  of  the  houses  were  soon  in  ashes.  The  sergeant  and 
four  of  the  men,  with  one  woman,  were  brought  off  pri- 
soners ;  one  poor  wretch  made  some  resistance,  and  was 
killed.  Knowlton  behaved  like  a  man  used  to  the  busi- 
ness ;  your  friend  Mincfiin  with  great  coolness  ;  Cary  and 
Henly  receive  merited  applause ;  indeed,  every  person  en- 
gaged, did  his  duty,  except  being  rather  too  eager  in  set- 
ting the  first  house  on  fire. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that,  if  there  was  a  vigorous 
auuck  made,  the  hill  might  be  carried  with  little  loss;  but 
it  was  not  designed;  of  course,  no  preparations  weru  made 
for  such  a  push.* 


ADDHESS  OF  THE  NOBLEMEN,  ETC.,  OF  THE  COUNTT  OF 
ABERDEEN. 

Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders 
of  the  County  of  Aberdeen,  transmitted  to  the  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  presented  to  His  Majesty. 

Unto  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Aberdeen. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign : 

We,  the  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Aberdeen,  deeply  penetrated  with  a  due  sense 
of  the  many  invaluable  blessings  we  have  uninterruptedly 
enjoyed  under  your  Majesty's  beneficent  reign;  of  the  mild 
government  it  has  pleased  your  Majesty  to  rule  over  us 
with ;  of  the  paternal  affection  and  watchful  care  your 
Majesty  has  ever  shown  for  the  liberties  of  your  subjects, 
and  the  advantages  of  your  kingdoms ;  think  it  our  indis- 
pensable duty  to  lay  at  your  Majesty's  feet,  upon  every 
occasion,  the  humblest  and  strongest  assurances  of  our 
loyal  attachment  and  most  respectful  gratitude. 

We  more  particularly  think  this  duty  incumbent  upon 
us,  when  we  see  that  the  factious  principles  of  some  evil- 
minded  and  designing  men  at  home,  have,  at  first,  misled 
the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  Colonies,  and,  at 
last,  raised  up  in  America  a  spirit  of  rebellion,  which  has 
forced  the  sword  of  authority  into  a  hand  that  has  hitherto 
constantly  covered  them  with  the  shield  of  protection. 

After  bewailing  these  circumstances,  we  do  here  assert, 
with  the  warmest  sincerity,  that  we  shall  be  ever  ready,  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  power,  to  act  in  defence  of  your 
Majesty's  person,  in  support  of  the  dignity  of  your  Crown, 
and  in  promoting  the  wise  regulations  of  your  Majesty's 
Government. 

»  Camdridge,  January  11,  1776. — Wo  hear  tli.it  the  enemy,  the  evo. 
ning  on  whicli  our  troops  burnt  the  houses  at  CharUstown,  were  cnlor- 
toining  themselves  at  the  exhibition  of  a  play,  which  they  called  the 
Blockade  of  Botlon;  in  the  midst  of  which,  a  person  appeared  bofora 
the  audienca,  and,  with  great  earnestness,  declaring  that  the  Yankees 
were  attacking  Bunker'»  Hill ;  the  deluded  wretches  at  first  took  this 
to  be  niornly  fareical,  and  intended  as  a  part  of  their  diversion  ;  but, 
soon  convinced  that  the  actor  meant  to  represent  a  solemn  reality,  the 
whole  assembly  left  tlie  house  in  confusion,  and  scamporod  off  with 
great  precipitation. 

Boston,  January  11,  1776. — On  Monday  was  presented,  ai  the  The- 
atre, at  Fancttil-Ilall,  the  comedy  of  the  Busy. Body,  which  was  re- 
ceived with  groit  applause.  The  actors  [ /iri/MA  oiliccrs]  seemed  all 
to  have  profiled  by  IiapaitiaVa  advice  ;  and,  we  must  do  llio  ladies  the 
justice  to  say,  they  always  %vcre  perfect,  as  well  in  tlieir  parts  as  in 
their  action.  A  new  farce,  called  tiie  Blockade  of  Boston,  was  to 
have  been  presented  the  same  evening,  but  was  interrupted  by  a  S:!r- 
geant's  representing,  or,  rather,  misrepresenting,  the  burning  of  two 
or  three  old  liouscs  at  Charlestoicn  as  a  general  attack  on  the  town  of 
Boston.  But  it  is  very  evident,  the  Rebels  possess  a  sufficiency  of  what 
Falstiiff  terms  the  bettor  part  of  valour,  to  prevent  their  making  an 
attempt  that  must  inevitably  end  in  their  own  destruction. 

As  soon  as  those  puts  in  the  Boston  Blockade  which  are  vacant,  hy 
some  gentlemen  being  ordered  to  Charleslown,  can  bo  filled  up,  the 
fivrco  will  bo  performed,  with  the  tragedy  of  Tamerlane. 


And  we,  at  the  same  time,  pray,  that  these  blessings 
your  Majesty  has  so  widely  diffused  over  your  subjects, 
may  constantly  attend  your  Majesty's  Royal  person,  family, 
and  cause. 

Signed,  in  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  meeting,  at 
Aberdeen,  January  10,  1776.  f 

Charles  Boyd,  Prases.   • 

ADDRESS  OF    THE    DEACONS,  ETC.,  OF  THE    CITT  OF  OLAS^ 

GOW. 

Address  of  the  Deacon  Conveener,  Deacons  of  the 
Fourteen  Incorporated  Trades,  and  other  Members  of  the 
Trades-House,  of  the  City  of  Glasgow,  presented  to  His 
Majesty  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Frederick  Camp- 
bell, their  Representative  in  Parliament. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Deacon  Conveener,  Deacons  of  the  Fourteen  Incorporated 
Trades,  and  other  Members  of  the  Trades-House,  of  the 
City  of  Glasgotv,  at  a  general  meeting  assembled,  im- 
pressed with  the  most  unalterable  sentiments  of  loyalty  and 
affection  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  hum- 
bly heg  leave,  at  this  time,  with  unfeigned  hearts,  to  ex- 
press our  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  that  unprovoked 
and  unnatural  rebellion,  now  prevailing  in  some  of  your 
Majesty's  Colonies  in  America.  To  levy  war  against  their 
Sovereign,  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  of  Kings ;  against 
the  Government  which  has  always  protected  them,  when 
in  danger,  and  defended  them  from  the  attacks  of  foreign 
enemies ;  against  the  nation  from  which  they  sprung,  and 
against  their  friends  and  fellow-subjects,  all  for  the  most 
frivolous  causes  that  ever  excited  sedition ;  indicates,  too 
strongly,  their  intention  to  shake  off,  and  not  be  governed 
by,  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  which,  we  firmly  believe, 
they  are  bound  to  obey. 

We,  however,  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  your  Ma- 
jesty, that,  notwithstanding  this  unnatural  rebellion,  our 
trade  and  manufactures,  in  general,  are  in  a  prosperous 
state ;  and,  as  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  all  the  blessings 
and  advantages  which  have  flowed  from  your  Majesty's 
just,  wise,  and  prudent  administration,  so,  in  duty,  we, 
from  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts,  declare,  that,  with  our 
lives  and  fortunes,  we  will  support  and  defend  your  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  Government,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power, 
in  quelling  the  unnatural  rebellion  now  subsisting  in  Ame- 
rica, and  in  restoring  the  rebellious  Colonies  to  a  due  sub- 
mission to  the  laws  and  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

Signed  in  our  presence,  and  by  our  appointment,  by 
John  Craig,  Deacon  Conveener  of  the  Trades  of  the  City 
of  Glasgow,  at  Glasgow,  the  tenth  day  o(  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  years.  ^ 

John  Craig. 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  JUSTICES  OF    THE   PEACE,  ETC.,  OP  THE 
COUNTY  OF  WIGTON. 

Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  Com- 
missioners of  Supply,  and  Land-Owners  of  the  County  of 
ll'igion,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Earl  of  Gallo- 

""'^'         To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty.  ' . 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Free- 
holders, Commissioners  of  Supply,  and  Land-Ownert 
of  the  County  of  Wigton.  ,' 

May  it  please  your  Majesty : 

We,  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Freeholders,  Commission- 
ers of  Supply,  and  Land-Owners  of  the  County  of  Wigton, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty,  of  our  steadfast 
loyalty  and  zealous  attachment  to  your  sacred  person, 
Crown,  and  dignity,  and  the  happy  Constitution  under 
which  we  live,  the  preservation  of  which,  we  are,  and  ever 
shall  be,  ready  to  support,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
being  fully  sensible  of  the  many  blessings  we  enjoy,  under 
your  Majesty's  most  benign  government. 

We  hear,  with  the  deepest  sorrow,  and  sincerely  lament, 
that  many  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  in  America,  influ- 
enced by  the  counsels  of  wicked  and  designing  men,  have 
not  only  denied  the  supreme  legislative  authority  of  this 
their  parent  country,  but  have  even  dared  to  appear  in 


615 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  Sic,  JANUARY,  1776. 


616 


actual  rebellion,  attempting  to  render  themselves  indepen- 
dent of  Great  Britain. 

We  rely,  wiili  the  fullest  confidence,  on  the  wisdom  and 
prudence  of  your  Miijesiy's  councils,  and  trust  the  most 
eiTectual  measures  will  be  taken,  for  restoring  peace  and 
tranquillitj',  ujjon  tiie  most  permanent  foundation,  to  all 
your  Majesty's  dominions.  And  we  fervently  pray  for  the 
preservation  of  your  Majesty's  Royal  person  and  family, 
that  your  reign  over  us  may  be  long  and  happy,  and  that 
you  may  ever  triumph  over  the  enemies  of  our  most  ex- 
cellent Constitution. 

By  appointment  of  the  meeting: 

John  Agnew,  Prases. 


THOMAS  EWINO  TO  COUONEL  WILLIAM  SMALLWOOD. 

Bjltimoro,  January  10,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  With  pleasure  have  1  heard  of  your  being 
much  better  of  your  late  illness.  I  hope  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Joseph  Baxter,  my  Lieutenant,  will  find  you  thoroughly 
recovered.  He  now  wails  on  you  and  the  Convention,  to 
get  the  commissions  for  our  company,  wiili  orders  for  in- 
listing  troops.  As  I  suppose  it  will  be  found  necessary  to 
advance  the  soldiers  a  month's  pay,  or  some  advance 
money,  you  will  please  procure  for  liim  what  you  think 
necessary  ;  and  I  do  here  engage,  to  be  accountable  to  you, 
or  the  Convention,  for  any  money  you  give  him,  on  ac- 
count of  our  company.  I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  have  a  very 
respectable  company  of  farmers'  sons,  as  I  am  determined 
I  will  take  very  few,  if  any,  out  of  this  town.  If  any 
troops  are  to  be  kept  in  this  town,  1  am  in  hopes  you  will 
indulge  me  and  my  company  by  staying  here. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  dear  Colonel,  your  most  obe- 
dient,  humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  ^wing. 

To  Colonel  William  Smallwood. 


.rKEDERICKTOWN  (mARYLANd)  COMMITTEE  TO  PRESIDENT 

OF  CONGRESS. 
^*  Frederick,  January  10, 1776. 

'  Sir  :  By  order  of  the  Committee  for  the  Upper  Dis- 
trict of  Frederick  County,  I  have  sent  you  (under  guard) 
one  Doctor  Smith ;  he  was  taken  sometime  in  November 
last  in  company  with  Doctor  Connolly,  and  confined  in 
Fredericktown,  from  where  he  made  his  escape;  since 
which  he  has  been  taken  at  the  Little-Meadows,  with  the 
enclosed  letters.  The  Committee  has  thought  proper  to 
send  him  to  the  Congress. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Hughes,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  The  guard  will  expect  something  for  their  trouble. 

Fredericktown,  Maryland,  Novem\»>r  24,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Little  did  I  expect,  when  I  last  wrote  you, 
That  our  next  correspondence  would  be  from  this  place,  or 
so  soon;  but  my  unaccountable  fate,  still  delights  in  lead- 
ing me  through  numerous  and  perplexing  labyrinths,  and 
in  adventures  jjarticularly  singular  and  strange.  1  sit  down 
to  unbosom  myself  to  my  friend,  as  a  relief  to  an  anxiety  of 
mind  caused  by  confinement  under  a  guard  for  several  nights 
and  days,'  and  the  painful  suspense  of  as  yet  not  knowing 
my  doom  from  the  Committee  of  this  place  ;  but  1  find  my- 
self very  unfit  for  the  task,  occasioned  by  the  depression 
of  spirits  to  which  I  am  often  so  subject,  and  the  number 
and  confusion  of  disagreeable  ideas  that  depression  raises  in 
my  n)ind.  I  endeavour  to  banish  them,  but  in  vain.  Con- 
finement is  death  and  torture  to  me;  and,  to  refine  on 
the  barbarity  of  my  fate,  my  guard  consists  of  Germans, 
whose  dissonant  jargon  of  corrupt  high  Dutch,  is  not  only 
unintelligible  to  me,  but  also  so  extremely  disagreeable,  by 
its  cursed  noise  and  harshness,  that  it  distracts  my  vei-y 
soul.  I  often  consider  that  I  am  in  a  place  where  you  have 
enjoyed  much  satisfaction  and  agreeable  society;  but  that 
reflection  brings  ine  no  comfort,  as  I  am  deprived  of  every 
benefit  of  that  nature.  My  two  fellow-travellers,  my  only 
acquaintance  and  friends  in  tiiis  place,  are,  unhappily,  in 
the  same  circumstances,  and  we  are  separated  one  form  the 
other,  so  that,  as  yet,  we  are  not  permitted  to  see  or  con- 
verse with  each  other,  a  circumstance  which  greatly  adds 


to  my  pain.  However,  I  shall  endeavour  to  fortify  my 
mind,  so  as  to  be  able  to  bear  whatever  may  be  my  doom. 
Pain,  affliction,  losses,  misfortunes,  and  defamation,  I  am 
habituated  to ;  they  are  become  familiar ;  but  confinement, 
which,  to  me,  is  more  dreadful  than  death,  I  am  but  little 
able  to  endure;  it  is  the  last,  and  heaviestof  all ;  but,  as  it  is 
now  my  destiny,  1  shall  make  use  of  my  best  efforts  to  sub- 
mit to  it  with  patience,  and  make  a  virtue  of  necessity.  But 
it  is,  indeed,  a  mortifying  reflection,  that  when,  through  a 
crowd  of  misfortunes,  I  saw  a  prospect  rise  before  me,  of 
still  doing  well,  and  of  attaining  all  my  favourite  wishes,  it 
is,  I  say,  a  most  mortifying  reflection,  to  be  then  thrown 
down  from  this,  and  to  lose  every  ray  of  hope — "  a  long 
dependance  in  an  hour  is  lost."* 

I  have  a  care,  an  anxious,  deep  concern  still  on  my  mind, 
which  ought  to  depend  upon  me,  but,  in  my  situation,  am 
unable  to.  I  must  rely  on  my  dear  and  worthy  friend's 
protection.  Your  feeling  heart  can  guess  whom  1  mean, 
and  must  |)oint  out  those  whom  nature  itself  prompts  me  to 
hold  dear  ;  remember  me  to  them,  with  all  the  affection  you 
can  conceive,  or  they  can  merit,  and  assure  them,  that  they 

*  Aftpr  these  groundluKii  and  most  ridiculous  suspicions  were  happily 
cleared  up,  the  whole  ifitention  and  substance  nf  n  sccrnt  cxpodilion  to 
tho  back  country,  under  tho  comuitind  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Vonnoliy, 
then  appointed  commandant  of  the  Quten't  Royal  regiment  of  Rangers, 
wasdiseioscd  to  me,  and  I  was  earnestly  solicited  by  the  Colonel  to  ac- 
company him,  along  with  another  gentleman  named  Cameron;  to  this 
1  most  cheerfully  consented,  and,  in  tlie  above  regiment,  we  all  received 
our  commissions. 

On  the  day  following  I  received  an  order  to  take  any  vessel  in  the 
harbour,  and  also  such  of  the  pilots  on  board  His  Majesty's  sloop  the 
Otter,  as  I  judged  proper,  for  the  use  of  this  expedition. 

This  circumst^irice  was  no  siimll  satisfaction  tome,  as  I  thereby  con. 
vinccd  Captain  S(juire  of  my  being  no  spy,  as  he  had  alleged  ;  and,  on 
going  on  board  his  ship,  made  choice  of  two  of  his  best  pilots. 

When  we  departed  from  Norfolk  on  this  expedition,  I  was  obliged  to 
leave  behind  me  my  servant  and  all  the  property  I  had  been  able  to 
bring  down  there.  My  servant  and  horses,  which  wor.;  vahuiblo,  were 
to  be  sent  to  tho  plantation  of  Mr.  Atchison,  at  Lord  Dunmort'g  re. 
quest ;  and  the  rest  of  my  property  I  lefi.  in  the  house  of  a  Sir.  fierce, 
in  Portsmouth,  but  1  have  never  since  that  time  heard  the  least  account 
of  any  thing  belonging  to  me. 

We  embarked  on  board  a  Bat-bottomed  decked  schooner,  which  I  had 
engaged  for  that  purpose,  with  our  horses,  and  only  one  servant,  who 
belonged  to  the  Colonel. 

Our  small  party  consisted  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Connolly,  Mr.  Ca. 
meron,  myself,  and  the  servant;  and  we  intended  to  proceed  in  this 
vessel  up  the  Chesapeake,  into  Fotomack  River,  and  land,  if  possible, 
near  to  my  house, tor  Porl-Tobacco  Creek,  and  afterwards  to  pass  through 
the  country  on  horseback,  until  we  arrived  at  Detroit,  in  Canada. 

It  was  proposod  that  I  should  piss  through  Pittsburgh,  with  de- 
spatches to  Mr.  McKee,  the  Indian  Snpcrintcndant,  and  to  some  other 
friends  of  Government,  then  proceed  down  the  river  Chio  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Sciota,  and  from  thence  up  that  river,  through  the  Shuteanese, 
Delawares,  and  Wyandotte,  and  down  Sandusky  River  to  Sandusky  Old 
Fort ;  from  thence  I  was  to  cross  Lake  Erie,  by  the  Rattle  Snake  Islands, 
to  Detroit;  while  the  other  two  genllemon  were  to  cross  the  Allegany 
River,  at  the  Kittaning,  and  proceed  by  the  nearest  and  most  ilircct 
route  to  Detroit.  Here  a  very  considerable  force  was  to  be  collected 
from  all  the  nearest  posts  in  Canada,  and  transported,  early  in  the 
Spring,  across  tho  Lake  Erie  to  Presque  Isle,  where  I  was  to  be  employed 
during  tho  Winter  with  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  men,  in  covering 
and  conducting  the  building  batteaus,  and  collecting  provisions,  in 
order  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  French  Creek,  Venango,  and  the  Alle. 
gany  River,  to  Pittsburgh,  which  we  were  to  seize  on,  and  establish  as 
Head-Quarters,  until  the  disaffected  interest  was  entirely  crushed,  and 
the  v\  hole  strength  of  the  country  collected,  and  formed  into  regular 
disciplined  regiments. 

After  leaving  a  sufficient  garrison  at  Pi7/»6urg-A,  wo  were  to  advance 
across  the  Allegany  Mountains  with  our  whole  force  upon  the  back  of 
Virginia;  and,  after  establishing  a  s'.rong  post  at  Furt  Cumberland,  it 
was  proposed  lo  fall  down  the  river  Potomack,  and  seize  on  Alexandria, 
where  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  was  to  meet  us  with  the  fleet,  and  all  tho 
force  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Province.  Alexandria  was  to  be  ^trongly 
fortified,  as  a  place  of  arms,  and  tho  communication  between  the  south, 
ern  and  northern  parts  of  the  Continent  thereby  cut  off. 

If  a  misfortune,  of  such  magnitude,  should  have  happened,  as  lo 
oblige  us  to  give  up  this  enterprise  at  any  particular  stage  thereof,  our 
retreat  was  tiion  secured  by  these  posts  which  we  occupied  in  our  rear  ; 
and  if  it  should  have  failed  in  the  first  part  of  the  expedition,  by  our 
finding  it  impracticable  to  seize  upon  Pittsburgh,  we  were  to  fall  down 
the  Ohio  in  our  batteaus  to  the  Mississippi,  where  we  were  to  be  joined 
by  tho  garrison,  artillery,  and  stores  from  Fort  Gage  of  Kiskuskias,  at 
tho  Illinois ;  anii  then  lo  proceed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mis. 
sissippi,  mWest. Florida ;  where  wo  were  to  embark  in  transports,  and 
come  round  to  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  there  to  join  the  Earl  of  Dunmore. 

For  the  execution  of  this  well  formed,  judicious,  and  vast  underta- 
king, I.icutenant.Colonel  Connolly  was  furnished  with  the  proper  and 
necessary  powers,  both  from  General  Gage,  the  Cojumander.in.chief, 
and  from  tho  Earl  of  Dunmore,  and  with  ample  instructions  for  his 
future  conduct,  as  well  as  co  nmissions  for  the  formation  of  a  coni|dete 
regiment  at  Detroit,  or  Pittsburgh;  all  of  which,  containing  no  less 
than  eighteen  sheets  of  paper,  we  carried  along  with  us,  in  a  secret 
manner,  invented  by,  and  executed  under  the  inspection  of  his  Lord- 
ship. All  these  papers  were  concealed  in  the  mail  pillion-sticks  on  which 
tho  servant  carried  his  portmanteau,  Ihoy  being  made  hollow,  for  that 
purpose,  and  covered  with  tin  plates,  and  then  canvass  glued  thereon 
as  usual ;  this  w.is  so  dextrously  and  completely  oxoeuted  that  it  could 

not  bd  discovered  on  the  strictest  examination J.  F.  D,  Smyth's  Tour. 

(*  Alwut  two  mAa  beluw  Ccdar-edal.] 
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are  ever  near  my  lienrt.  If  I  live,  and  regain  my  liberty, 
I  may  still  be  serviceable  to  them  ;  if  not,  oh  God  !  how  i 
anticipate  their  distress;  but  inform  them  not  where  I  am,  or 
my  situation,  for  distraction  itself  ivould  be  ease  and  peace 
to  me,  compared  with  the  sight  of  them  in  tny  present  cir- 
cumstances. You,  wiio  know  tiie  inmost  recesses  of  my 
heart,  will  readily  discover  my  perturbation  and  uneasiness 
of  mind,  from  every  sentence  of  this  incoherent  epistle,  but 
believe  me,  I  at  present  am  incapable  of  any  thing  better, 
and  must  conclude,  with  a  firm  reliance  on  your  liumanily 
and  friendship. 

Dear  sir,  your  sincere  and  affectionate, 


John,  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Viscount  Fincastle,  Baron 
Murray  o/Blair,  of  Monlin  and  oyTiLLiMET,  Lieu- 
j-  1    tenant  and  Governour- General  of  His  Majes- 

*■  ■•'  ti/s  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia,  and 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  same,  to  John  Connolly,  Es- 
quire. 

By  virtue  of  His  Majesty's  Royal  Commission  and  in- 
««pup|ir>n,  appointing  mc  Lieutenant  and  Oovcrnour-Geiie- 
ral,  ill  and  over  this  his  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Virginia, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  appoint  all  officers,  both 
civil  and  military,  within  the  same,  I,  reposing  especial  trust 
in  your  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  do,  by  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  John  Connolly,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Queen's  Royal 
Rangers.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant, 
by  exercising  and  well  disciplining  both  the  officers  and 
soldiers  under  your  command  ;  and  you  are  to  observe  and 
follow  such  orders  and  directions,  from  time  to  time,  as  you 
shall  receive  from  his  Majesty,  myself,  or  any  other,  your 
superior  officers,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline  of 
war,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  you. 

Given  on  board  the  Ship  H'illiam,  under  my  hand  and 
seal  at  arms,  this  5th  day  of  November,  and  in  the  16th 
year  of  his  Majesty's  reijrn,  1775.  t^ 

^  i       J  o    )  DUNMOKE. 

Frndcricktown,  Maryland,  December  16,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  more  to  say  to  you  than  I  will  com- 
mit to  paper.  I  mentioned  you  in  proper  terms  to  General 
Gage;  and  had  done  sometliing  to  your  honour  and  advan- 
tage could  I  have  got  up  safely  to  Detroit. 

Captain  Lord,  who  was  to  have  acted  under  me,  will 
now  be  in  danger  at  the  Illinois.  I  have,  therefore,  de- 
sired him  to  push  down  ihe  Mississippi,  and  join  the  Earl 
of  Dunmore  and  the  Fourteenth,  at  Norfolk.  Assist  the 
bearer  with  a  canoe,  gun,  &.C.,  which  make  a  charge  of,  and 
send  an  Indian  express  with  my  letter  to  Captain  Ler- 
noult,  at  Detroit. 

Pray  give  Mrs.  Connolly  any  assistance  she  may  want, 
and  throw  it  into  the  Indian  Department,  for  which  I  have 
authority  to  direct  you. 

God  bless  you,  adieu,  I  write  in  bed,  with  two  sentinels 
at  the  door,  with  hourly  appreljensions  of  death. 

John  Connolly. 
To  Alexander  McKee,  Pittsburgh. 


From  confinement  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  ) 
December  16,   1775.       J 

Dear  Sir:  Just  snatching  the  opportunity  of  pen  and 
ink,  of  which  I  am  generally  debarred  the  use  of,  I  write 
you  by  the  bearer.  Doctor  Smith,  who  will  inform  you 
fully  of  every  circumstance  relative  to  what  you  were  to 
have  performed.  I  am  now  a  prisoner,  and  the  whole 
scheme  at  an  end.  You  must,  therefore,  agreeable  to  Ge- 
neral Gage's  order,  and  Lord  Dunmore's,  proceed  down 
the  Mississippi,  and  join  Lord  Dunmore  at  Norfolk,  and 
the  Fourteenth,  who  are  now  there.  Lose  no  time,  for 
fear  the  Rebels  siiould  be  upon  you  from  Pittsburgh.  All 
the  General's  orders  are  as  Doctor  Smith  will  inform  you. 

Adieu,  my  compliments  to  all  the  gentlemen  under  your 
command.     Things  wear  a  shocking  aspect  in  America. 
Yours,  &,c.,  John  Connolly. 

To  Captain  A'.  Lord. 

P.  S-  Draw  upon  General  Howe  for  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, in  favour  of  the  bearer.  J.  C. 


Frederick,  Maryland,  December  16,  1775. 

Sir  :  From  the  strictest  confinement,  1  venture  to  write 
to  you,  having  accidentally  got  pen,  ink  and  paper,  of 
which  1  have  been  debarred  for  some  time. 

1  was  made  prisoner  on  my  way  through  this  Govern- 
ment, to  your  port,  where  I  expected  to  have  afforded  you 
some  assistance,  and  to  have  ordered  Captain  Lord  of  the 
Eighteenth,  from  the  Union,  to  join  us  there  also.  I  am 
now  to  inform  you,  that  1  much  fear  His  Majesty's  enemies 
may  attack  you  early  in  the  Spring,  and  as  Montreal  is  in 
their  hands,  I  dread  the  consequences.  Let  this  thing  .... 
to  give  you  notice  of  such  intentions,  and  whether  upon  that 
account,  you  might  not  judge  it  expedient  to  evacuate  the 
garrison,  and,  with  Captain  Lord,  move  down  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  join  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  at  Norfolk.  The 
Fourteenth  Regiment  have  lately  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
Rebels,  in  which  Captain  Fordicc  was  killed. 

I  can  say  no  more,  as  I  write  every  moment  expecting 
to  be  surprised.  Your  orders,  which  I  had  from  the  Gene- 
ral, are  ....  they  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  you. 
You  were  ordered  to  raise  all  the  i^rencA  you  could,  which 
I  hope  you  have  done, 

I  am  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Connolly. 
To  Captain  Lertioult,  or  Officer  commanding  at  Detroit. 

N.  B.  Take  care  that  there  is  not  an  improper  corres- 
pondence carried  on  between  your  post  and  Pittsburgh. 


Fredericktown,  Maryland,  December  16,  1775. 

Dear  Sir:  Though  your  remote  situation  may  have 
prevented  you  from  hearing  many  particulars  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  Colonies,  you  yet  must  know  enough  to  disco- 
ver your  own  dangerous  situation,  Y'ou  were  to  have  joined 
me  at  Detroit,  by  the  Ouabache  communication,  and  it  was 
expected,  by  your  advice  and  assistance,  that  we  would 
have  been  able  to  penetrate  through  the  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  thus  divided  the  Southern  from  the  Northern 
Governments,  You  were  formerly  ordered  by  the  Gene- 
ral  to  put  yourself  immediately  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Carlcton,  but,  for  obvious  reasons,  you  were  desired  to 
receive  your  directions  from  the  Earl  ol'  Dunmore. 

The  orders  are  now You  are  therefore,  as  you 

was  directed,  to  move  yourself  and  all  garrison  stores,  ord- 
ance,  &c.,  immediately  down  ihe  Mississippi  io  New- Or- 
leans, or  wherever  you  can  procure  a  conveyance  for  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  where  you  will  join  his  Excellency  the  Earl 
of  Dunmore  and  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  You  had  full 
power  to  make  all  expenses,  so  that  you  need  not  be  appre- 
hensive on  that  score.  The  sooner  you  get  down  the  bet- 
ter, as  I  much  fear  you  will  be  attacked  from  Pittsburgh 
very  soon.  Draw  a  bill  in  favour  of  the  bearer,  for  two 
hundred  dollars,  and,  also,  take  him  with  you  to  Norfolk. 
The  Fourteenth  have  just  had  a  skirmish  with  the  Virgini- 
ans, in  which  Captain  Fordice,  of  that  regiment,  was  killed, 
and  Lieutenant  Batut  taken  prisoner.  I  am  safely  watched 
here,  and  now  write  in  bed,  with  two  sentinels  at  the  door. 
Adieu.  God  bless  you.  Remember  me  to  Connolly,  and 
all  the  gentlemen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Connolly. 
To  Captain  N.  Lord,  op  Officer  commanding  at  Illinois. 

[Fredericktown,  Maryland,  Dcoomber  16,  1775.] 
I  wrote  to  you  before,  but  as  that  letter  was  to  pass  the 
inspection  of  the  Committee,  I  could  not  speak  free.  I  am 
now  to  desire  you  not  to  write  to  me,  or  you  may  be  assur- 
ed that  every  word  will  be  known  before  1  can  see  it,  as  they 
will  open  all  directed  to  me.  I  have  wrote  to  Captain  Mc- 
Kee, to  let  you  have  what  you  want,  and  charge  it  in  the 
7rt(/jflf?i  account.  Make  yourself  easy.  I  don't  know  where 
I  am  to  be  sent  yet.  I  thought  to  have  had  you  here,  but 
the  Committee  altered  their  opinion,  after  the  man  had 
his  horses  saddled,  to  go  for  you  and  the  child.  Lord  Dun- 
more has  had  a  skirmish  lately,  and  had  a  Captain  of  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  killed.  Give  my  love  to  Sally. 
Keep  this  secret,  for  I  am  not  allowed  pen  or  ink. 

Yours  affectionately,  ,         #^ 

■'  John  Connolly. 

To  Mrs,  Susanna  Connolly,  Pittsburgh. 
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LANCASTEB  (pKNNSVLVANIa)  COMMITTEE  TO  PRESIDENT 
Of  C0NGUE3S. 
In  Committee,  Lancaster,  January  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  women  and  children  belonging  to 
the  privates  of  tlie  Sevenili  and  Twenty-Sixth  Regiments, 
who  are  prisoners  liere,  have  this  day  implored  us,  in  a 
body,  that  we  would  interest  ourselves  in  their  behalf. 
They  tell  us  they  are  denied  further  provisions,  by  Mr. 
Franks,  agent  in  this  place,  and  that  they  must  inevi- 
tably perish,  unless  relieved  from  their  present  distress  by 
your  munificence. 

We  are  also  informed,  by  the  gentleman  who  transacts 
the  business  for  the  contractors  here,  in  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Simon,  that  he  has  received  express  orders  not  to  deliver 
out  any  allowance  of  meat  or  bread  to  the  soldiers'  wives  or 
children,  for  the  future. 

Being  mindful  that  humanity  ought  ever  to  distinguish 
the  sons  of  America,  and  that  cruelty  should  find  no  ad- 
mission amongst  a  free  people,  we  could  not  avoid  consi- 
dering the  situation  of  their  women  and  children  as  pitiable, 
indeed.  We  were  strongly  inclined,  at  the  first  moment, 
to  assist  them  in  tlieir  distress.  Our  feelings,  as  men,  evi- 
dently pointed  out  to  us  those  people  as  real  objects  of 
compassion. 

The  Committee  have,  accordingly,  requested  of  Colonel 
Matthias  Hough  to  supply  them  with  necessary  provisions 
at  the  publick  expense,  until  your  pleasure  can  be  made 
known  unto  us.  Mr.  Hough  has  engaged  to  do  this  at  our 
request.  We  flatter  ourselves  your  honourable  body  will 
approve  the  step  we  have  taken,  and  will  give  diiections 
for  the  future  subsistence  of  the  women  and  children. 
From  the  returns  given  to  us,  we  find  that  there  are  twen- 
ty-four women  and  twenty-five  children  belonging  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  and  six  women  andei'dit 
children  belonging  to  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment. 

The  Committee  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
up  a  number  of  blankets  for  the  prisoners,  at  the  publick 
expense.  There  were  in  the  barracks  about  one  hundred 
And  sixty-five  old  blankets,  almost  worn  out,  and  to  these 
we  have  added  seventy-two  new  ones.  The  whole  serve 
as  a  scanty  covering  for  the  soldiers,  against  the  rigour  and 
inclemency  of  the  season.  We  have  also  been  obliged  to 
purchase  a  quantity  of  coarse,  strong  linen,  to  be  filled  with 
straw,  for  their  use.  The  article  of  fire-wood,  for  the  con- 
sumption of  so  many  men,  is  very  expensive.  One  hun- 
dred weight  of  soap  has  been  also  furnished  by  us  to  the 
prisoners.  We  beg  your  directions  in  what  manner  these 
accounts  are  to  be  discharged. 

The  Committee  have  not  yet  been  favoured  with  your 
instructions  respecting  the  officers  continuing  here  until 
their  baggage  comes  up,  and  whether  they  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  drawing  bills  for  their  support.  Our  particu- 
lar situation  must  apologize  to  you  for  our  importunity,  and 
the  trouble  we  give  you.  Amongst  the  more  important 
concerns,  it  is  our  highest  wish  to  conduce,  in  some  degree, 
to  the  general  weal,  and  that  our  conduct  may  be  rendered 
acceptable  to  the  honourable  Congress. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

J.  Yeates,  Chairman. 

To  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress. 


PHESIDENT  or  CONGRESS    TO  GENEKAL  SCHtTYLER. 

Philadelphia,  January  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  you,  some  days 
ago,  a  letter  of  thanks  for  your  eminent  services  in  the 
cause  of  your  country. 

The  several  letters  you  mention  in  your  last,  came  safe 
to  hand,  and  were  laid  before  Congress.  The  distresses  of 
this  great  Continent,  thrown  into  convulsions  by  an  unna- 
tural war ;  the  unprepared  state  we  were  in,  when  unjustly 
attacked ;  the  enemies  that  have  arisen  up  against  us  in 
different  quarters  ;  and  the  horrid  attempts  cf  the  Southern 
Governours  to  excite  doniestick  insurrections,  and  brine  the 
Savages  to  desolate  our  frontiers;  the  necessity  of  providing 
armed  vessels,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  desolation  threat- 
ened our  sea-coast ;  these,  and  other  matters  of  the  highest 
importance,  which  you  can  easily  conceive,  must  apologize 


for  your  letters  not  having  an  earlier  answer ;  besides,  the 
Congress  flattered  themselves,  from  the  steps  they  had 
taken,  and  from  the  orders  and  instructions  given  to  their 
Committee,  who  were  sent  to  confer  with  you,  that  your 
army  would  have  reinlisled,  and  your  difficulties  in  other 
respects  have  been  relieved. 

After  the  return  of  their  Committee,  the  Congress  took 
into  consideration  your  several  letters,  and  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  and  thereupon  came  to  sundry  resolutions, 
which  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose. 

Fhelps  has  thrown  in  a  petition  praying  to  be  heard  in 
his  justification  ;  but,  as  matters  of  higher  moment  engage 
the  attention  of  the  Congress,  that  is  suffered  to  lie  over. 

The  Congress  resent  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Halsey, 
«nd  are  of  opinion  you  should  proceed  to  have  his  conduct 
inquired  into  by  a  court-martial,  giving  him  previous  no- 
tice to  appear  in  his  own  defence,  and  that  such  sentence 
should  be  passed  on  him  as  the  court-martial  shall  think 
just ;  and  should  he  decline  to  submit  his  conduct  to  such 
examination  and  sentence,  in  that  case  all  arrears  due  to 
him  ought  to  be  stopped. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  the  confidence  tlic  Conggoca 
have  in  your  attention  to  the  publick  interest,  and  their 
reliance  that  you  will  give  to  the  proper  officers  in  your 
department  such  orders  as  will  procure  indemnification  to 
the  publick  for  any  embezzlement  or  waste  of  its  stores  or 
moneys. 

Desirous  of  giving  every  reasonable  encouragement  and 
indulgence  to  men  who  have  resigned  their  fives  in  the 
cause  of  their  country,  they  have  given  you  power  to  grant 
discharges  to  such  officers  as  find  themselves  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  quitting  the  service,  and  to  remit  to  such  of  the 
troops  raised  in  the  Colony  of  New-  York  as  may  reinlist, 
any  right  the  Congress  might  have  to  stop  wages  for  the 
underclothes  delivered  to  them. 

1  must  not  omit  to  inform  you  of  the  grateful  sense  the 
Congress  have  of  the  friendly  offices  Mr.  Price  has  done 
to  General  Montgomery,  for  the  support  of  the  American 
cause.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  of  returning  him  their  thanks  for  the  same, 
and  assure  him  immediate  measures  shall  be  taken  for  re- 
placing the  moneys  he  has  advanced. 

You  will,  also,  be  pleased  to  notify  Colonel  Ejs/ow  their 
approbation  of  his  services,  and  that  they  will  retain  in  their 
minds  a  just  sense  of  them. 

The  conduct,  spirit,  and  resolution  shown,  both  by  the 
officers  and  men  who  have  penetrated  Canada,  have  in- 
duced the  Congress,  in  testimony  of  their  approbation,  to 
reserve  the  raising  of  two  regiments  out  of  the  forces  now 
there,  for  the  defence  and  protection  of  that  country,  which 
their  valour  has  rescued  from  slavery.  The  regiments  in 
Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey  are  under  orders  to  march 
and  join  them,  and  the  other  regiments  destined  for  that 
service  will  be  ordered  to  march  as  fast  as  raised. 

The  enclosed  resolutions  of  Congress  are  so  full  and 
explicit  that  1  need  not  enlarge. 

1  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  your  perfect  recovery,  being, 
with  much  esteem,  sir,  Stc, 
To  General  Schuyler.  ''""^  Hancock,  President. 

CHRISTOPHER  GADSDEN  TO  ADMIRAL  HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia,  January  10,  177K. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  order  from  the 
Committee  to  Captain  Stone,  sent  by  directions  of  Con- 
gress, on  an  application  from  Maryland,  which  it  is  neces- 
sary you  should  have. 

I  also  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  list  of  the  Field-Offi- 
cers and  Captains  of  two  regiments  of  Foot,  and  the  com- 
panies of  Artillery,  all  Provincials,  stationed  in  Charles- 
town,  South- Carolina.  Should  you  go  there,  upon  your 
arrival  off  the  bar,  the  pilot  will  inform  yon  what  officer  is 
at  Fort  Johnson,  or  any  of  the  nearest  batteries  to  you, 
from  whom  you  may  depend  upon  all  the  assistance  they 
can  give  ;  they  are,  most  of  them,  gentlemen  of  consider- 
able fortunes  with  us,  who  have  entered  into  the  service 
merely  from  principle ;  and  to  promote  and  give  credit  to 
the  cause,  they  take  it  by  turns  to  be  at  the  fort,  and  the 
zeal  and  activity  of  all  of  them  is  such,  that  you  cannot 
happen  amiss,  let  who  will  be  there.  In  Charlestown,  my 
particular  friends,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Ferguson,  Colonel 
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Powell,  Mr.  Benjamin  Elliott,  Colonel  PincJcneij,  Mr. 
Drayton,  Mr.  Timothy,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Tennant, 
a  countryman  of  yours,  will  introduce  you  to  the  others, 
who  will  all  be  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  obliging  you, 
and  promoting  the  service. 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  Mr.  Ferguson,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men just  mentioned,  by  way  of  Georgia,hy  a  gentleman  I 
can  depend  on,  who  will  destroy  my  letter  should  he  be 
taken.  In  this  letter  I  have  hinted  to  look  out  for  you, 
and  be  ready  to  assist  you  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  two  large  ships  seen  off  Virginia,  the  29th  of  last 
month,  we  are  told,  were  not  bound  there ;  however,  you 
will  know  more  certainly  by  the  time  you  get  off  the  Capes, 
I  make  no  doubt.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  effect  that 
service ;  but,  whether  you  may  or  not,  sooner  or  later,  I 
flatter  myself,  we  shall  have  your  assistance  at  Carolina, 
where  you  may  depend  on  an  easy  conquest,  or,  at  least, 
be  able  to  know,  without  loss  of  time,  when  off  our  bar, 
the  strength  of  the  enemy  ;  and  should  it  be  too  much  for 
you  prudently  to  encounter,  which  I  hardly  think  probable, 
if  soon  attempted,  with  the  assistance  from  us,  you  may,  in 
such  case,  retreat  with  great  ease,  safety,  and  expedition. 

Wishing  you  every  success  you  can  possibly  wish  your- 
self, 1  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Christopher  Gadsden. 

To  Eseck  Hopkins,  Esfjuire,  Commander-in-chief  of  the 

Fleet  of  the  United  Colonics. 

P.  S.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to  Capt.  Saltonstall, 
and  all  the  rest  of  your  Captains  ;  and  shall  be  obliged  to  you, 
if  you  go  to  Carolina,  to  introduce  them  to  any  or  all  the 
gentlemen  I  have  mentioned,  who,  I  am  sure,  will  be  glad 
to  show  them  every  civility  in  their  power.  I  hope  Cap- 
tain Whipple  is  better.  One  of  the  Maryland  gentlemen, 
Mr.  Alexander,  a  Delegate  of  that  State,  tells  me  there  is 
a  very  good  ship,  of  about  ....  there,  easily  fitted  out, 
which  he  is  in  hopes  will  join  you,  with  the  Mornet  and 
fi'asp,  and  tliat  he  should  press  it  to  be  done.  .  .  .  men- 
tion by  the  by — 

LORD  gTIBLINO  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  Januar;  10,  1776. 

Sir:  I  now  send  you,  enclosed,  copies  of  some  letters 
which  have  passed  between  Governour  Franklin  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Winds.  As  it  is  evident,  from  the  last 
letter  from  the  Governour,  that  he  intends  no  longer  to  re- 
main quiet,  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  secure  him,  and 
remove  him  to  this  place.  I,  accordingly,  sent  orders  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Hinds,  this  morning,  for  that  purpose. 
1  have  provided  good,  genteel  private  lodgings  for  the  Go- 
vernour, at  Mr.  Bouf/tnoi'i,  which  I  expect  he  will  occupy 
this  afternoon,  and  where  I  intend  he  shall  remain  until  I 
have  directions  from  Congress  what  to  do  with  him. 

1  am,  with  great  regard,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 

Barracks  at  Pcrth-Amboy,  Januarjr  8,  1776. 
Sir:  I  have  had  hints  that  you  intended  to  leave  the 
Province,  if  the  letters  that  were  intercepted  should  be 
sent  to  the  Continental  Congress.  As  1  have  particular 
orders  concerning  the  matter,  I,  therefore,  desire  you  will 
give  me  your  word  and  honour,  that  you  will  not  depart 
this  Province  till  I  know  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  concerning  that  matter.  From,  sir,  your 
humble  servant,  William  Winds. 

To  His  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Esq. 

January  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  Being  conscious  that  my  letter,  which  has  been 
intercepted,  contained  nothing  but  what  was  my  duty  to 
write,  as  a  faithful  officer  of  the  Crown,  being  a  mere  nar- 
rative of  such  facts  and  reports  as  had  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, concerning  publick  transactions,  I  have  not  the  least 
intention  to  quit  the  Province,  nor  shall  I,  unless  compelled 
by  violence.  Were  I  to  act  otherwise,  it  would  not  be 
consistent  with  my  declarations  to  the  Assembly,  at  the 
last  session,  nor  my  regard  to  the  good  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Your  humble  servant,  William  Franklin. 

To  William.  Winds,  Esq. 


Pertli.Araboy,  January  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  observed,  this  morning,  that  armed  men  were 
placed  at  my  gate,  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  been  re- 
lieved by  others.  On  inquiry,  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  they  are  placed  there  as  sentinels,  by  your  orders. 
This  I  scarcely  know  how  to  believe,  not  only  as  I  am 
convinced  you  can  have  no  proper  authority  for  it,  but,  as 
1  had  before,  under  my  hand,  assured  you  (who  are  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives)  that,  agreeable 
to  my  declaration  to  the  Assembly,  at  the  last  session,  and, 
1  might  have  added,  in  compliance  with  their  request,  I 
was  determined  not  to  quit  this  Province  until  compelled 
by  violence,  such  an  assurance,  on  my  part,  was  certainly 
equal  to  any  promise  I  could  make,  and  ought,  of  course, 
have  weight  with  those  who  pretend  to  act  on  principles 
of  honour.  However,  let  the  authority,  or  let  the  pre- 
tence, be  what  it  may,  I  do  hereby  require  you,  if  these 
armed  men  are  sent  by  your  orders,  that  you  do  immedi- 
ately remove  them  from  hence,  as  you  will  answer  the  con- 
trary at  your  peril. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

William  Winds,  Esq.  ^"'"^*'  ^^^^^^^- 

January  9,  177G. 

Sir:  As  you,  in  a  former  letter,  say  you  wrote  nothing 
but  what  was  your  duty  to  do,  as  a  faithful  officer  of  the 
Crown,  so  I  say,  touching  the  sentinels  placed  at  your  gate, 
I  have  done  nothing  but  what  was  my  duty  to  do,  as  a 
faithful  officer  of  the  Congress. 

From,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

rri     r-  V        1  r  WiLLIAM  WiNDS. 

lo  Governour  trankUn. 


ISAAC  RYSDYCK  TO  ROBERT  BENSON. 

New.Hackensack.  January  10,  1776. 

Respected  Sir:  In  due  return  to  your  letter  of  De- 
cember  23d,  and  the  directions  of  the  honourable  the  Con- 
vention, delivered  to  me  last  Sunday,  I  have  translated 
their  address  to  my  best  endeavours.  My  having  been  un- 
well with  cold  since,  has  retarded  the  work  till  now.  This 
being  the  first  attempt  I  ever  made  of  this  unusual  labour, 
the  time  short,  my  health  weak,  and  myself  but  a  scholar 
in  the  English  tongue,  1  shall  make  no  apology  for  the 
performance.  However,  such  a  more  than  Demosthenian 
or  Ciceronian  piece,  translated  in  the  language  of  iio//nn(/, 
where,  possibly,  it  may  be  read,  and,  if  so,  doubtless  much 
admired,  should  be,  by  all  means,  very  correct.  If,  there- 
fore, the  Convention  should  choose  to  have  it  printed,  I 
should  wish  that  some  more  able  eye  should  review  it;  or, 
should  the  Convention  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  pur- 
pose, for  an  hour  or  two,  I  might  consult  them,  and,  per- 
haps, make  some  amendments.  And  as  no  low  Dutch, 
printed  in  ^mericn,  hath  been  seen,  hitherto,  every  where 
correct,  because  English  printers  seldom  meet  with  Dutch 
copies,  and  the  languages  differ  so  much,  I  am  also  willing 
to  attend  the  press  closely,  that  it  may  be  done  in  the  neat- 
est manner  possible ;  I  shall,  therefore,  please  God,  wait 
on  you  in  the  beginning  of  next  week,  to  know  the  plea- 
sure of  the  Convention. 

As  to  any  recompense,  my  being  a  citizen  of  this  State, 
and  enjoying  the  protection  of  the  honourable  the  Congress 
and  Convention,  therefore,  in  duty  bound  to  do  something 
for  the  publick  good,  forbids  me  to  claim  any  other  than  the 
approbation  of  the  Convention,  if  not  of  the  performance 
itself,  at  least,  of  my  best  endeavours  to  serve,  in  any  man- 
ner, God  and  this  bleeding  and  much  injured  country. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Rvsotck. 

To  Robert  Benson,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  honourable  the 
Convention  of  the  State  o(  New- York. 

P.  S.  Want  of  good  paper  and  ink  hath  rendered  this 
copy  not  so  distinctly  legible  as  I  wished. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Albany,  January  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  General  Montgomery  to  me,  of  the  18th  ultimo. 
I  fear  his  next  will  announce  the  disagreeable  account  of 
his  having  been  obliged  to  raise  the  siege,  as,  soon  after  the 
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date  of  1)13  letter,  the  weather  became  most  intensely  cold 
in  Canada.  Congress  will  perceive  by  the  first  part  of  the 
second  paragrapli  of  his  letter,  that  lie  expected  troops 
from  this  quarter.  1  liad  mentioned  to  iiini,  that  1  iiad 
taken  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  Congress,  to  send  a 
body  of  troops  into  Canada  this  winter.  I  am  so  well 
convinced  of  the  practicability,  as  well  as  necessity  of  it, 
that,  although  I  am  much  indisposed,  I  would  willingly  un- 
dertake to  conduct  them  to  the  south  end  of  the  Bay  of 
Missisqne,  to  which  place  I  can  get  with  the  necessary 
provisions,  in  sleds ;  from  whence  the  traverse  across  that 
bay,  which  is,  by  this  time,  passable  on  the  ice,  to  fyind- 
mill-Potnt,  is  easy,  and  thence  on  tlie  narrow  part  of  Lake 
Champluin,  no  obstacles  will  intervene,  and  the  distance 
only  about  twenty-four  miles  to  Si.  John's. 

Enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  pay-rolls,  by  which  I  pay  off 
the  men.  Governcur  Trumbull  has  sent  me  one  from 
Connecticut,  copy  of  wl)icli  1  also  enclose.  Congress  will 
observe,  that  in  the  last,  there  is  an  allowance  made  for 
going  home,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  per  day,  a  bounty 
of  forty  shillings  billeting  money,  one  penny  per  day  for 
travelling  charges,  &ic.  None  of  which,  except  the  billet- 
ing money,  has  been  allowed  by  me  to  the  troops  raised 
in  Neio-York,  and  for  which  I  chose  to  have  separate 
rolls  made  out,  that  if  it  either  exceeded  or  fell  short  of 
what  Congress  might  allow,  the  difference  may  be  charged 
to,  or  credit  given  the  Colony.  Enclose  an  extract  of  my 
letter  [dated  January  6,]  to  Governour  Trumbull,  on  this 
subject. 

The  officers  that  have  been  employed  in  this  quarter 
complain  much  of  a  discrimination  in  favour  of  those  at 
Boston,  whom,  they  say,  are  allowed  extra  rations.  I  did 
not  conceive  that  it  was  in  my  power  to  allow  more  than 
one.  I  have  paid  the  officers  only  to  the  time  when  they 
lelt  the  service.  They  claim  more,  and  say  they  ought  to 
be  paid  until  Congress  revokes  their  cotnmissions.  On  this 
head  they  have  given  me  much  trouble. 

I  have  not  yet  received  all  the  accounts  of  the  people 
engaged  in  taking  and  gAxt'\son\ngTiconderoga  and  Crown- 
Point ;  those  that  have  been  delivered,  I  now  enclose.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  advance  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  on  this  account.  The  people  are  poor,  and  are 
continually  pressing  me  for  the  money. 

Would  it  not  have  a  very  good  effect,  besides  prevent- 
ing much  jealousy,  if  no  Colony  was  permitted,  (although 
at  a  Colonial  expense,)  to  make  any  further  allowance  to 
the  troops  than  what  Congress  thinks  proper  to  give  as  a 
Continental. 

A  deputation  from  the  Caugknawaga  Xrihe  have  been  at 
this  place,  and  entered  into  a  treaty  of  peace.  Thirteen 
of  them  are  gone  on  a  visit  to  Cambridge.  The  advantage 
of  possessing  Canada  becomes  daily  more  evident.  The 
Indians  see  themselves  in  our  power,  as  they  cannot  be 
supplied  but  by  our  leave. 

Two  of  the  heaviest  cannon  broke  the  ice  in  crossing 
Hudson's  River.  The  one  is  got  out,  and  the  other  will 
be  in  a  day  or  two.  The  others  are  all  gone  on,  and  I 
hope  will  reach  Cambridge  by  the  16th. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most 

profound  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  and 

very  humble  servant,  „  o 

•'  '  riuLip  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  observe,  thai  the  Caugnawaga  Depu- 
ties avowed  that  Colonel  Johnson  had  made  the  infernal 
invitation  to  the  Indians,  mentioned  by  the  Mohawks,  viz : 
to  eat  a  Bos<oni(jn,  and  to  drink  his  blood,  and  that  an 
ox  was  roasted  on  the  occasion,  and  a  pipe  of  red  wine 
given  to  drink. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Cambridge,  January  10,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  Having  received  undoubted  intelligence  of 
tlie  fitting  out  of  a  fleet  from  Boston,  and  of  the  embarka- 
tion of  the  troops  from  thence,  which,  from  the  season  of 
the  year,  and  other  circumstances,  must  be  destined  for 
some  expedition  south  of  this,  and  having  such  informa- 
tion as  1  can  rely  on,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Long-Island, 
or  a  great  part  of  them,  are  inimical  to  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  America,  and,  by  their  conduct  and  professions,  have 
discovered  an  apparent  inclination  to  assist  in  subjugating 
their  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens  to  the  system  of  tyran- 


ny Administration  are  attempting  to  establish,  there  is  the 
greatest  reason  to  apprehend,  that  this  armament,  if  not 
immediately  designed  against  the  city  of  Neto-York,  is, 
nevertheless,  intended  for  Long-Island.  Knowing  it  to  be 
of  the  last  importance  to  the  interest  o(  America,  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  getting  possession  of  these  places, 
andthe  North  River,  which  would  give  them  the  command 
of  the  country,  and  a  free  communication  with  Canada,  I 
have  despatched  Major  General  Lee,  with  orders  to  repair 
to  New-  York,  with  such  volunteers  as  he  can  raise  on  his 
way,  (having  no  troops  to  spare  from  hence.)  to  put  the 
city,  and  the  fortifications  up  the  river,  in  the  best  posture 
of  defence  the  season  and  situation  of  affairs  will  admit  of; 
and  for  taking  proper  steps  against  such  persons  on  Long- 
Island,  and  elsewhere,  whose  conduct  hath  rendered  them 
suspected  of  designs  unfriendly  to  the  views  of  Congress,  I 
have  directed  him  to  apply  to  you  for  the  troops  o( New- Jer- 
sey, under  your  coinmand,  in  the  Continental  pay,  or  such 
of  them  as  he  may  think  necessary  for  effecting  the  purposes 
of  his  going.  I  beg,  and  am  assured,  that  you  will  afford 
him  every  assistance  in  your  power,  for  facilitating  this  busi- 
ness, as  far  as  may  be  consistent  (or  not  repugnant)  to  the 
orders  you  shall  have  received  from  Congress,  and  with  all 
possible  expedition. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  much  esteem,  &c., 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  Lord  Stirling,  New-  York. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL  OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  January  10,  1775. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  confused  and  disordered  state  of 
this  Army,  occasioned  by  such  capital  changes  as  have  taken 
place  of  late,  I  have  found  it  almost  impossible  to  corneal 
exact  returns  of  the  strength  of  our  levies.  Not  till  last 
night  was  1  able  to  get  in  the  whole,  since  the  dissolution 
of  the  old  Army.  By  these,  I  find  myself  weaker  than  I 
had  any  idea  of,  and  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  an 
exertion  of  your  influence  and  interest,  to  prevail  upon  the 
Militia  of  this  Government,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Conti- 
nent, to  continue  till  the  last  of  the  month,  and  longer  if 
requisite.  I  am  assured  that  those  of  Netv- Hampshire  will 
not  stay  any  longer  than  they  engaged  for,  notwithstanding 
our  weak  state,  and  the  progress  we  make  in  recruiting, 
which,  by  the  last  week's  report,  amounts  to  but  little  more 
than  half  of  our  usual  complement,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the 
number  of  men  going,  or  expecting  to  go  into  the  Provin- 
cial service,  at  or  near  their  own  homes. 

I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  we  never  shall 
raise  the  Army  to  the  new  establishment  by  voluntary  in- 
listinents.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary,  that  this,  and  the 
neighbouring  Governments,  should  consider  in  time,  and 
adopt  some  other  expedient  for  effecting  it. 

The  hurry  I  was  in  the  other  day,  when  your  Committee 
did  me  the  honour  to  present  a  petition  from  a  person, 
(whose  name  I  forgot,)  wanting  to  be  employed  in  the 
Continental  Army,  prevented  me  from  being  so  full  on  the 
subject  as  I  wished.  I  shall  beg  leave,  therefore,  at  this 
time  to  add,  that  I  hope  your  honourable  Board  will  do  me 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  it  will  give  mc  pleasure  at  all 
times  to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  any  recommendation 
coming  from  them,  and  that  the  reason  why  I  do  not  now 
encourage  such  kind  of  applications  as  was  made  to  you, 
is,  that  the  new  Army  was  arranged  as  near  the  plan  and 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congress,  as  it  was  in  my  power 
to  comply  with  them,  (although  some  unavoidable  depar- 
tures and  changes  have  taken  place,)  and  the  officers  thus 
constituted,  ordered  to  recruit.  Every  attempt,  therefore, 
of  others,  not  of  their  appointment,  must  counteract,  and 
has  been  of  infinite  prejudice  to  the  service.  They  infuse 
ideas  into  the  minds  of  the  men  they  have  any  influence 
over,  that,  by  engaging  with  them,  or,  which  is  tantamount, 
not  engaging  with  others,  they  shall  be  able  to  force  them- 
selves into  the  service.  Of  this  we  have  numberless 
instances.  I  am,  therefore,  anxious  to  discourage  every 
attempt  of  this  kind,  by  convincing  such  persons,  that 
their  engaging  a  company  will  not  bring  them  in.  If  they 
could  be  once  satisfied  of  this,  the  business  of  tlie  Army 
would  go  on  more  smoothly,  and  with  much  more  regu- 
larity and  order.     In  short,  gentlemen,  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
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sible  for  me  to  convey  to  you  a  perfect  idea  of  the  trouble 
and  vexation  1  have  met  with,  in  getting  tliis  matter  fixed 
upon  some  settled  footing.  One  day  an  officer  would  serve, 
the  next  he  would  not,  and  so  on,  that  I  have  hardly  known 
what  steps  to  pursue  for  |)reserving  consistency,  and  advan- 
cing ti)e  good  of  the  service,  which  are  the  only  objects  in 
my  view.  1  have  no  friend,  nor  any  person  with  whom  I 
am  the  least  connected,  tiiat  1  want  or  wish  to  bring  in. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  much  esteem  and  respect,  your 
most  obediem  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  and  Council  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge,  January  10,  177G. 

Dear  Sir:  In  looking  over  the  list  of  officers  in  your 
brigade,  I  find  the  whole  completed,  except  in  one  instance, 
without  paying  the  least  regard  to  the  order  which  direct- 
ed that  no  person  should  be  inserted  that  was  not  in  the 
first  arrangement,  otherwise  than  by  recommendation. 

I  also  find,  in  the  regimental  returns  of  our  strength,  in 
your  brigade,  several  matters  that  need  explanation — to 
wit :  a  number  of  men  on  command — and  in  Col.  Poor's 
last  return,  the  whole  number  of  his  regiment  consisted  but 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  men ;  whereas,  by  the 
different  weekly  returns,  which  he  has  given,  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  inlisted  five  hundred  and  eleven  men. 
in  like  manner,  by  the  different  weekly  returns,  our  whole 
number  of  recruits  ought  to  amount  to  about  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  men ;  whereas,  by  the  regimental  returns  of 
Saturday,  (which  were  only  completed  last  night,)  they 
stand  at  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve,  and  but 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  of  these  returned 
present,  fit  for  duty.  These  things  are  so  alarming,  and 
stand  so  much  in  need  of  explanation,  that  1  must  desire 
you  to  take  a  ride  to  Head-Quarters,  and  see  if  they  can  be 
accounted  for.  Major  Scammell  and  Colonel  Poor  may  be 
necessary,  also,  in  the  elucidation  of  some  of  these  points. 

If  you  were  to  come  to  dinner,  I  should  be  glad  of  your 
company.     I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Winter-Hill. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  January  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  Colonel  Glovers  account,  I  find  that  Captain 
Manly  and  Captain  Burke  have  engaged,  what,  in  my  opi- 
nion will,  with  the  ofiicers,  be  a  sufficient  number  for  these 
small  vessels.  If  the  guns  belonging  to  Captain  Darby 
cannot  be  purchased,  they  must  be  replaced  out  of  the  two 
vessels  that  are  not  in  such  forwardness.  We  shall  after- 
wards think  of  supplying  them.  There  are  two  pieces  at 
Cape  Ann,  out  of  the  ordnance  store-ship,  and  two  at 
Beverly,  out  of  the  Concord ;  these  are  good  guns,  and 
will  help.  Indeed,  I  think  four  as  good  as  six,  for  the  pur- 
pose these  vessels  are  fitted  out. 

The  treasury  is  at  present  very  low.  You  must,  there- 
fore, wait  for  money  until  a  remittance  comes  from  Phila- 
delphia.    We  are  every  day  expecting  it. 

Colonel  Glover  tells  me  that  both  Manly  and  Burke 
engaged  to  advance  a  month's  pay.  It  was  wrong,  except 
the  people  engaged  for  twelve  months.  If  they  did  not,  I 
do  not  think  them  entitled  to  it.  However,  if  you  find  it 
will  retard  the  sailing  of  the  vessels,  I  wish  you  would 
raise  money,  and  advance  it  to  them  yourself,  as  the  Gen- 
eral will  not  choose  to  have  their  accounts  blended  with  the 
accounts  of  the  Army;  which  must  be  the  case  if  Colonel 
Glover  advances  the  money  to  them.  It  will  save  much 
trouble,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be  your  own  interest,  to  keep 
all  the  accounts  of  these  vessels  in  your  own  hands. 

1  am,  sir,  yours,  k,c.,  „  f.    tt 

Robert  H.  Harrison. 
To  William  Bartlett,  Esq.,  Beverly. 

[general  WASHINGTON]  TO  COLONEL  WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge,  January  10,  1776. 

Acknowledged  receipt  of  his  and   Mr.  King's  letter  of 

the  10th  instant,  the  latter  covering  invoice  for 
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barrels,  and half  barrels  of  flour,  given  to  Ste- 
phen Moylan,  by  order  of  General  Washington.  Desired 
Mr.  Wenlworth  to  dispose  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  bushels 
of  potatoes,  taken  in  the  schooner  Rainbow,  at  any  price, 
rather  than  have  them  perish,  and  to  libel  said  schooner, 
agreeable  to  resolves  of  Congress  sent  him  herewith. 

To  Colonel  Joshua  Wentworth,  Portsmouth. 


JOHN  KNIGHT  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Northampton,  January  10,  177(5. 

Sir:  Many  reasons,  as  well  as  the  unexpected  length- 
ening time  of  my  captivity,  induces  me  to  take  the  liberty 
of  addressing  you  on  a  subject,  the  propriety  of  which,  I 
must  leave  to  your  judgment.  Freedom  from  being  a  pri- 
soner is  the  ultimate  of  my  request ;  and,  as  this  great  in- 
dulgence, I  conceive,  lies  entirely  with  your  Excellency, 
I  must  beg  your  attention,  one  moment,  to  my  reasons  for 
this  presumption.  I  have  been  employed  in  America  since 
the  year  1763,  on  the  survey  of  the  sea-coasts,  and,  since 
1770  until  the  hour  of  my  captivity,  commanded  a  King's 
vessel,  on  that  service  only;  during  all  which  time,  I  can 
declare,  I  never  did  a  single  injury  to  an  American,  or 
ever  detained  one  of  their  vessels,  even  in  an  illicit  trade, 
though  often  in  my  power.  On  the  contrary,  I  dare  be- 
lieve, there  are  several  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acknow- 
ledge having  received  assistance  from  me,  when  in  distress. 
The  work  I  was  then  engaged  on,  was  of  a  publick  nature, 
and  intended  for  the  advantageof  all ;  but,  as  this  unhappy 
dispute  must  necessarily  put  a  stop  to  that  service,  there  is 
not  the  least  probability  of  my  being  employed,  (should 
your  goodness  indulge  me  with  my  liberty,)  there  being 
so  many  young  gentlemen  with  the  Admiral,  waiting  for 
promotion,  and  many  more  seeking  employment,  which,  to 
a  man  in  my  situation,  having  a  family  in  America,  would 
admit  of  no  invitation.  I  should  trespass  on  your  patience, 
to  relate  the  particulars  of  my  being  made  prisoner,  at  Ma- 
chias,  which,  I  am  confident,  would  appear  most  favour- 
able for  me,  and  no  doubt  influence  you,  sir,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  acquiesce  with  my  entreaty.  If  Captain  Ste- 
phen Smith,  the  principal  person  of  that  place,  was  near 
your  Excellency,  he  would  give  positive  information,  that 
the  proceedings  with  me  there,  and  the  Surgeon,  Mr.  Mc- 
Fadjen,  belonging  to  the  Diligent,  were  altogether  con- 
trary to  every  practice  in  war. 

1  beg  leave  to  submit  these  facts  to  your  Excellency's 
consideration,  and  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

John  Kmght. 
General  Washington. 

JOSHUA  WENTWORTH  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Portsmouth,  January  10,  1776. 

Sir:  Yesterday  came  to  town,  from  London,  last  from 
Poole,  in  England,  via  Casco  Bay,  four  masters  of  vessels, 
belonguig  to  this  port,  from  whom  I  have  collected  all  the 
newspapers  I  possibly  could,  with  sundry  packages  and 
letters ;  and,  as  I  have  it  in  direction  from  your  Excel- 
lency, to  forward  any  letters  that  arrive  here,  I  take  the 
readiest  method  of  their  reaching  your  Excellency,  by  de- 
spatching my  young  man. 

The  newspapers  are  much  defaced,  previous  to  their 
coming  to  my  hand ;  the  anxiety  of  Americans  occasioned 
a  frequent  perusal,  which,  I  hope,  may  apologize  for  their 
present  state. 

The  Captains  intend  setting  out  for  Head-Quarters,  in  a 
day  or  two,  who  have  verbal  informations  to  your  Excel- 
lency, from  some  gentlemen  of  note  in  London. 

In  the  interim,  1  have  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  a 
number  of  transports  sailed  on  or  about  the  time  these 
gentlemen  left  England,  (say  November  6th,)  with  stores, 
for  Boston,  without  convoy  ;  three  of  which  were  large 
ships,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  India  Company,  and 
are  defenceless.  I  sincerely  wish  some  of  the  American 
armed  vessels  may  conduct  them  safe  to  other  ports  than 
their  first  destination. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant, 


Joshua  Wentworth. 


His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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SODTHAMPTON  (vIBGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

Southampton  Committee,  January  11,  1776. 

Present— The  Rev.  George  Gurley,  Chairman,  and 
eleven  Members. 

The  honourable  Convention,  having  recommended  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  by  this  Committee,  into  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  William  Urquhart,  merchant,  relative  to  certain  goods, 
mentioned  in  an  account  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  one 
Hugh  Harden,  dated  Glasgow,  ScjHember  6,  1775,  Mr. 
Urquhart,  having  had  due  notice,  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  and  was  heard,  touching  the  importation  of 
the  said  goods.  And  it  appears,  from  the  account,  and  the 
examination  of  his  storekeeper,  that  no  goods  have  been 
shipped  or  received  by  the  said  Mr.  Urquhart  contrary  to 
the  Association;  and  that  Mr.  Urquhart  ought  to  be  ac- 
quitted of  any  imputation  of  having  acted  contrary  to  the 
Association,  in  that  particular. 

Samuel  Kello,  Cleric. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  January  15,  1776,  referred  to  a  Committee.] 

Elizabcthtown,  January  11,  1776. 

Siii:  In  consequence  of  the  orders  I  sent  to  Lieuten- 
nnt-Colonel  MnJs,\n  the  night,  between  the  9lh  and  10th 
instant,  he  sent  two  officers,  attended  by  a  proper  guard 


are  adopted,  must  inevitably  fall  into  their  hands,  before 
the  garrison  can  be  relieved.  The  whole  garrison  of  Quc- 
beck,  including  men,  women,  and  cliildren,  is  supposed,  by 
gentlemen  who  left  town  the  beginning  of  December,  to  be 
lour  thousand. 

A  gentleman  of  veracity  assures  me,  that  Mr.  Alsop, 
the  King's  Commissary,  told  him,  in  confidence,  that  there 
was  not  one  thousand  barrels  of  flour  in  the  town  ;  and,  it 
was  notorious  among  the  merchants,  there  was  not  eight 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  and  no  convenience  for  flouring 
it.  Provisions  of  meat  were  known  to  be  much  less  than 
those  of  bread,  though  they  had  some  quantity  o(  fish.  It 
is  generally  agreed,  they  had  short  of  four  months'  provi- 
sion the  1st  December.  This  cannot  be  exactly  ascertain- 
ed, as  the  Governour  denied  the  inhabitants  liberty  of 
viewing  the  stores,  or  giving  them  any  satisfaction,  in  re- 
gard to  the  quantity.  It  appears,  a  blockhead  must  an- 
swer our  purpose ;  it  is  possible  it  may  not.  Will  it  be 
prudent  to  trust  an  object  of  such  vast  importance  to  the 
event  ?  With  submission,  I  think  it  will  not.  What  is  to 
be  done?  A  sufficient  force  employed  to  reduce  it,  by  a 
regular  siege,  or  assault?  If  the  first  is  attempted,  an  ad- 
dition of  tiiree  thoii-and  men  to  our  present  force  will,  ( 
make  no  doubt,  be  thought  necessary  ;  if  the  latter,  at  least 
five  thousand.  The  former,  with  a  vast  expense  and  great 
waste  of  aminunition,  may  prove  unsuccessful ;  the  latter, 
from  the  extensiveness  of  their  works,  I  think  cannot;  and 


to  wait  upon  Governour  Fraukhn,  who,  at  first    refused     ^^^  .,^^^^^^^^j  ^^^^  ^.„  ^^  ^  ^^_^^.^^^         .^^^^  iC  ^,,^ 

pay.ng  any  attention  to  the  message   winch  kmdly  mv.ted  .^  ^^^^^      ^         ^^^J  ^^  reco.nmend  the  sending  a 

h.m  to  dine  with  me  at  this  place;  but   find.ng  it  m  vam     1         ^^  ^^  ,^^^^   five  thousand  men,  with  an  experienced 


to  act  that 
ceed  to 
was  possi 


,  ,  ,  1  t  *  I      •  1        .  „  l>ollv   Ui    ell   ic-dsi     live    iiiuuauiiu    iiicii,   « mi  uii 

ihat  Dart,  he  ordered  up  his  coach,  in  order  to  pro-  ^    ^     ,    •  .     /-,        ,  ,  -i  i 

iiidi  (jaii,  uc  uiucicu    |j  ,  •      -,  Genera,  into  CflHrtrfa,  as  early  as  possible 

)  this  pace.     But  Chief  Justice  6nium,  thinking  it  ,-        .i    .  ui  ,•       „f 

.,      F  "^  •  ,    y    '  o  mean  time,  that  every  possible  preparation,  oi 

ssib  e  to  put  the  matter  on  an  easier  looting  lor  the  '  ■'  '  11,11^, 


and,  in   the 

mortars,  ho- 

_      •  •    I  J        .  •     .      •       u-  t         .  .    J  witzers,  and  some  heavy  cannon,  should  be  made,  as  the 

Governour,  prevai  ed  on  hiin  to  give  nis  parole  not  to  de-  '  .,,  .  •    .  .       , '       .      ,       ,      „  •  j,ii_  _f 

,        ,'.'  ,  y   [  .  -c  season  will  permit  our  raising  batteries  by  the  nuddle  ol 

part  from  his  house,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  not  even  il  ,,      ,       ,.',  n, ,      ,        ..■'.j  j  ...;.i _ 


a  rescue  should  be  offered  by  Captain  Parker,  or  any  other 
person.  This  induced  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds  to  sus- 
pend the  Governour's  journey,  till  he  could  hear  from  me, 
and  the  Chief  Justice  came  Charge  d'affaires,  to  negotiate 
the  business  here.  I  have  given  the  Lieutenant-Colonel 
orders  to  let  the  Governour  remain  at  his  house,  on  the 
conditions  stipulated,  until  I  have  the  orders  of  Congress 
to  the  contrary. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Camp  before  Quebecli,  January  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  take  the  liberty,  most  heartily,  to  con- 
dole with  you  the  loss  of  great,  amiable,  and  brave  Gene- 
ral Montgomery,  and  those  brave  men  who  fell  with  him. 


March,  which  may,  very  possibly,  be  attended  with  suc- 
cess, as  we  can  place  our  mortars  under  cover,  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  the  walls,  and  within  one  thousand  of 
the  centre  of  the  town  ;  and,  if  supplied  with  shells,  car- 
cases, &.C.,  can  set  fire  to  it  whenever  we  please,  which, 
I  make  no  doubt,  would  reduce  the  garrison  to  terms. 

I  am  well  assured  more  than  half  of  the  inhabitantsofQwc- 
beck  would  gladly  open  the  gates  to  us,  but  are  prevented 
by  the  strict  discipline  and  watch  kept  over  them,  the  com- 
mand of  the  guards  being  constantly  given  to  officers  of  the 
Crown,  known  to  be  firm  in  their  interest.  The  garrison 
consists  of  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  great  part  of  whom 
Governour  Carlcton  can  place  no  confidence  in,  or  he 
would  not  suffer  a  blockade,  and  every  distress  of  a  siege, 
by  seven  hundred  men,  our  force  consisting  of  no  more,  at 
present,  including  Colonel  Livingston's  Regiment  of  two 
hundred  Canadians.  I  have  arranged  my  men  in  such 
order,  as  effectually  to  blockade  the  city,  and  to  assist  each 
other  as  early  as  possible,  if  attacked.     The  men  are 


By  his  death,  the  command  of  the  Army  devolves  on  me  ;    obliged  to  lay  on  their  arms  constantly,  and  to  mount  guard 


of  course,  I  have  carefully  examined  his  instructions  from 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  their  resolutions 
respecting  this  country.  I  find  it  strongly  recommended 
to  him,  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  Canadians,  and 
cherish  every  dawning  of  liberty  which  appears  among 
them;  and  to  assure  them  of  the  friendship  and  protection 


every  other  night.  Their  duty  is  exceedingly  hard  ;  how- 
ever, the  men  appear  alert  and  cheerful,  though  wanting 
many  necessaries,  which  cannot  be  procured  here. 

1  expect  General  Wooster  (rom  Montreal,  v;'nh  a  reinforce- 
ment, every  minute.  I  have  withdrawn  our  cannon  from 
the  battery,  and  placed  them  around  the  magazine,  which 


of  the  Congress;  and  to  endeavour  to  form,  on  a  lasting    contains  a  considerable  quantity  of  powder  and  ordnance 


basis,  a  firm  union  between  them  and  the  Colonies,  by 
forming  a  Provincial  Congress,  and,  from  that  body, giving 
them  a  full  representation  in  the  Grand  Continental  Con- 
gress. This,  I  am  confident,  the  General  laboured  for  with 
the  greatest  assiduity,  and  with  as  great  a  degree  of  suc- 
cess as  could  be  expected,  under  the  present  state  of  affairs. 


stores,  which  I  am  fearful  of  removing,  lest  it  should  make 
unfavourable  impressions  on  the  Canadians,  and  induce 
them  to  withdraw  their  assistance,  and  Governour  Carleton, 
presuming  on  our  panick,  to  sally  out.  I  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  put  the  best  face  on  matters,  and  betray  no 
marks  of  fear.    We  are  in  great  want  of  cash  ;  our  finances 


The  disposition  of  the  Canadians  is  very  favourable  to  have  never  afforded  any,  of  consequence,  to  the  troops, 
your  wishes;  (the  only  bar,  of  consequence,  is  (^uebeck;  who  make  heavy  complaints,  not  without  reason.  We 
as   this  is  the  key,  so,  in  a  great  measure,  it  governs  the     have  often  been  reduced  to  a  few  Johannes,  and  never  able 


whole  country  ;)  who,  having  been  so  long  habituated  to 
slavery,  and  having,  as  yet,  but  a  faint  sense  of  the  value 
of  liberty,  are  naturally  timorous  and  diffident,  and  want 
every  possible  encouragement  to  take  an  active  part.  This 
bar  removed,  I  humbly  conceive  every  other  obstacle,  to  a 
firm  and  lasting  union  with  Canada,  will,  of  course,  be  re- 
moved. So  long  as  (^uebeck  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  assist  and  protect 
them  ;  of  course,  we  cannot  expect  their  hearty  exertions 


to  procure  more  than  ten  days'  sustenance  beforehand. 
Our  whole  dependanre  has  been  on  Mr.  Price,  who  has 
done  every  thing  in  his  power,  and  is  the  only  resource  we 
have  at  present.  I  have  received  two  petards  from  Mon- 
sieur Pelissier,  at  Three-Rivers,  who  assures  me  he  can 
supply  us  with  shells,  by  the  1st  of  April. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
unfortunate  attack  on  Qucbeck.  The  prisoners  and  miss- 
ing amount  to  about  four  hundred.     Governour  Carleton 


in  our  favour,     ^uebcck  appears  to  me  an  object  of  the     has  permitted  the  baggage  of  both  officers  and  men  to  be 
highest  importance  to  the  Colonies,  and,  if  proper  methods    sent  in,  and  (strange  to  tell)  treats  thera  with  humanity. 
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I  think  myself,  in  justice,  bound  to  acknowledge  the  good 
conduct  and  intrepidity,  of  both  officers  and  men,  of  my 
detachment,  who  undauntedly  marched  up,  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy's  cannon  ;  in  particular,  the  volunteers  of  Cap- 
tain Oswald,  who  signalized  himself  in  the  attack  on  their 
battery,  and  is  now  a  prisoner. 

1  hope,  gentlemen,  my  being  confined  to  my  bed  with 
my  wound  and  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  will  apologize  for 
the  incoherency  and  inaccurateness  of  my  scrawl ;  and  that 
you  will  believe  me,  with  respect  and  esteem,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

13.   AllNOLD. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


GENERAL  ARNOLD  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS, 

Camp  before  Qucbcck,  January  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  writing  the  enclosed.  General 
Wooster  has  acquainted  me  he  cannot  leave  Montreal,  but 
has  sent  down  Colonel  Clinton,  to  whom  1  shall  resign  the 
command,  until  my  wound  will  permit  my  doing  duty, 
which  my  Surgeon  thinks  will  be  four  or  six  weeks.  Colo- 
nel Clinton  acquaints  me,  we  cannot  expect  more  than 
two  hundred  men  from  Montreal.  I  have  put  on  foot  the 
raising  a  regitnent  of  three  hundred  Canadians,  which  I 
make  no  doubt  of  effecting.  They  are  to  have  the  same 
pay,  and  be  under  the  same  regulations,  as  the  Continental 
forces.  I  make  no  doubt  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  will 
justify  the  step  I  have  taken,  (though  without  authority 
for  so  doing,)  and  that  it  will  be  approved  of  by  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  -n    . 

'  B.  Arnold. 

P.  S.  The  forts  of  Niagara  and  Detroit  are  an  object, 
which,  I  make  no  doubt,  the  honourable  Congress  have  in 
view.  Mr.  Antill,  now  on  his  way  down,  can  inform  you 
in  regard  to  their  strength,  stores,  &tc.  j,    . 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Cambridge,  January  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  Every  account  I  have  out  of  Boston  confirms  the 
etn!)aikation  of  troops,  mentioned  in  my  last,  which,  from 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  other  circumstances,  must  be 
destined  for  some  expedition  to  the  southward  of  this.  I 
have,  therefore,  thought  it  prudent  to  send  Major-General 
Lee  to  New-York.  I  have  given  him  letters,  recommen- 
datory to  Governour  Trtimbull,  and  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  New-  York.  I  have  good  hopes,  that  in  Con- 
necticut, he  will  get  many  volunteers,  who,  1  have  some 
reason  to  think,  will  accompany  him  on  this  expedition, 
without  more  expense  to  the  Continent  than  their  mainte- 
nance ;  but,  should  it  be  otherwise,  and  that  they  should 
expect  pay,  I  think  it  is  a  trifling  consideration,  when  put 
in  competition  with  the  importance  of  the  object — which 
is  to  put  the  city  of  New-  York,  such  parts  of  the  North 
River,  and  Long-Island,  as  to  him  shall  seem  proper,  in 
that  slate  of  defence  which  the  season  of  the  year,  and 
circumstances  will  admit  of,  so  as,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  forming  a  lodgment  in  that  Government, 
which,  1  am  afraid,  contains  loo  many  persons  disaffected 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  America.  I  have,  also,  wrote  to 
Lord  Stirlivg,  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  that  he  can, 
with  the  troops  under  his  command  in  the  Continental 
service,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with  any  orders  he 
may  receive  from  Congress  relative  to  them.  I  hope  the 
Congress  will  approve  of  my  conduct  in  sending  General 
Lee  upon  this  expedition.  I  am  sure  I  mean  it  well,  as 
experience  teaches  us,  that  it  is  much  easier  to  |)revent  an 
enemy  from  posting  themselves,  than  it  is  to  dislodge  them 
after  they  have  got  possession. 

The  evening  of  the  8th  instant,  a  party  of  our  men, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Knowlton,  were  ordered  to 
go  and  burn  some  houses,  which  lay  at  the  foot  of  Bunker's 
Ilill,  and  at  the  head  of  Charlcstown.  They  were,  also, 
ordered  to  bring  off  the  guard,  which,  we  expected,  con- 
sisted of  an  officer  and  thirty  men.  They  crossed  the  mill- 
dam,  about  half  after  eight  o'clock,  and  gallantly  executed 
their  business,  having  burnt  eight  houses,  and  brought  with 
them  a  sergeant  and  four  privates,  of  the  Tenth  Regiment. 


There  was  but  one  man  more  there,  who,  making  some  re- 
sistance, they  were  obliged  to  despatch.  The  gun  that  killed 
him,  was  the  only  one  that  was  discharged  by  our  men', 
though  several  hundreds  were  fired  by  the  enemy  from 
within  their  works,  but  in  so  confused  a  manner  that  no* 
one  of  our  people  was  hurt.  Our  inlistments  go  on  very 
heavily. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  ^  ,;,t 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Eisq. 

Hoad-Quartera,  Cambridge,  January  5,  1776. 
(Papolt,  Hancock.)  (Countenig^n,  Ailami.X 

The  Majors  of  Brigade  to  order  the  Adjutants  to  be 
exact  and  punctual  in  making  their  weekly  returns  of  the 
strength  of  each  regiment ;  also,  a  separate  return  of  the 
numbers  inlisted  in  the  course  of  last  week,  at  orderly  time 
to-morrow  :  The  weekly  returns  to  be  according  to  the  form 
lately  sent  by  the  Adjutant-General. 

The  regimentals,  which  have  been  made  up,  and  drawn 
for,  may  be  delivered  to  the  respective  Colonels,  by  the 
Quartermaster-General,  to  the  order  of  those  Colonels, 
who  drew  them  at  such  prices  as  they  have  cost  the  Con- 
tinent, which  is  much  cheaper  than  could  otherwise  be 
obtained.  As  nothing  adds  more  to  the  appearance  of  a 
man,  than  dress,  and  a  proper  degree  of  cleanliness  in  his 
person,  the  General  hopes  and  expects,  that  each  regi- 
ment will  contend  for  the  most  soldierlike  appearance.  He 
is,  also,  very  desirous  of  having  the  men  instructed,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  in  all  parts  of  their  duty,  and  recom- 
mends it  to  all  the  Colonels,  to  be  very  careful  in  the 
choice  of  their  Non-commissioned  Officers ;  and  to  their 
Captains,  to  divide  their  companies  into  small  squads,  ap- 
pointing a  Sergeant  and  Corporal  to  each,  from  whom  the 
utmost  diligence  is  expected.  Those  Sergeants  and  Cor- 
porals are  by  no  means  to  suffer  the  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments of  any  man,  in  their  squads,  to  be  dirty,  or  unfit  for 
use ;  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  to  make  the  men  appear 
neat,  clean,  and  soldierlike.  Neglect  of  duty,  in  these  in- 
stances, they  may  rely  upon  it,  will  reduce  them  to  the 
ranks.  These  orders  are  not  intended  to  exempt  the  Com- 
missioned Officers  of  the  companies,  from  the  strictest 
attention  to  these  things;  on  the  contrary,  as  it  serves  to 
show  the  General's  solicitude  in  having  the  men,  and  their 
arms,  appear  in  the  best  order,  it  is  hoped  they  will  double 
their  diligence. 

If  Colonel  Brewer  inclines  to  accept  the  appointment 
of  Barrackmaster,  he  is  to  proceed  directly  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  that  office  ;  and,  as  the  first  business  to  be  done 
in  an  army,  is  with  the  Quartermaster  of  each  regiment, 
he  is  to  see  that  the  number  of  men,  for  which  each  barrack 
was  designed,  are  immediately  quartered  therein,  keeping 
the  regiments  together  as  much  as  possible,  that  every  tent 
may  be  delivered  into  the  Quartermaster-General's  store. 

The  Regimental  Quartermasters,  and  their  Sergeants,  are 
to  cause  proper  necessaries  to  be  erected,  at  convenient 
distances  from  the  barracks  in  which  their  men  are  lodged, 
and  see  that  those  necessaries  are  frequently  filled  up.  Any 
person  who  shall  be  discovered  easing  himself  elsewhere, 
is  to  be  instantly  confined,  and  brought  before  a  Regimen- 
tal Court-Martial.  They  are  to  cause,  also,  the  filth  and 
garbage  about  the  barracks,  to  be  removed  and  buried.  In 
short,  it  is  in  a  particular  manner  the  duty  of  the  Quarter- 
master to  see  that  the  barracks  are  kept  clean  and  sweet,  the 
victuals  properly  prepared,  &tc.;  and,  although  it  is  the  par- 
ticular business  of  the  Quartermasters,  and  their  Sergeants, 
to  see  this  done,  it  is  equally  necessary,  and  the  duty  of 
the  other  officers,  to  look  into  this  business,  as  too  much 
care  cannot  be  used  in  a  matter  where  the  health  of  the.- 
men  so  much  depends  upon  it. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  6,  1776. 
(Parole,  Ccrry.)  (Countenign,  thaw.). 

The  General  is  informed  that  a  custom  hath  prevailed,, 
at  the  main  guard  in  Cambridge,  of  permitting  prisoners 
to  be  absent  upon  their  parole  ;  he,  therefore,  orders  a  total 
stop  be  put  to  this  practice  for  the  future.  Any  officer  offend- 
ing herein,  will  be  immediately  put  in  arrest,  and  tried  for 
disobedience  of  orders. 

The  frequent  application  for  flags  at  Roxhury,  havings 
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been  found  troublesome,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  attended 
'with  inconveniences,  Major-General  H'ard  is  requested  to 
sulFer  no  niOre  than  one  a  week  to  go  in,  unless  it  be  on 
•special  occasions,  and  ibis  to  happen  on  Tuesdays,  at  which 
'time  he  will  appoint  a  proper  officer  always  to  attend. 

Head-Quarterg,  Cambridge,  January  7,  1776. 
(Pftnilr.  Lyncfu)  (Countersign,  Morris. } 

The  Adjutant-General  will,  this  day,  deliver  to  the  Bri- 
gade Majors,  the  number  of  the  new  Articles  of  War 
necessary  for  each  regiment,  in  their  respective  brigades  ; 
and  that  no  mistake  in  regard  to  the  said  Articles  may  pos- 
sibly happen,  each  book  is  signed  by  the  Honourable  John 
^Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
,and  countersigned,  upon  the  title  fiage,  by  WiUiam  Tudor, 
Esq.,  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  8,  1776. 
'(!*»role,  Uarriton.'i  (Coimteniijrn,  Johnson.) 

It  is  exceedingly  astonishing  to  the  General,  that  he  is 
_yet  without  those  Returns  which  were  called  for  on  the  1st 
and  3d  instants.  It  is  impossible  that  the  bu=-iness  of  an 
army  can  be  conducted  with  any  degree  of  reguh.iity  or  pro- 
priety, where  so  much  inattention  prevails ;  and  he  desires 
that  the  Commanding  Officers  of  such  regiments  as  are 
conscious  of  their  neglect,  in  the  instances  now  referred  to, 
will  take  notice,  and  be  fully  persuaded,  that  if  those  Re- 
turns are  not  made  at,  or  before  orderly  time  to-morrow, 
that  they  will  be  ordered  under  an  arrest,  and  tried  for 
disobedience  of  orders. 


venge  the  insult  which  was  cast  upon  them  last  night ;  for 
which  reason  the  greatest  vigilance  and  care  is  recommend- 
ed ;  and  it  also  is  recommended,  that  the  out-posts  be 
always  guarded  by  experienced  officers  and  good  soldiers, 
who  are  to  be  considered  in  other  duties. 

It  is,  also,  again  and  again  ordered,  that  the  men  are  nQ| 
suffered  to  ramble  from,  or  lie  out  of  their  quarters,  con- 
trary to  repeated  orders  on  this  head,  and  that  their  arms 
and  accoutrements  be  always  in  order. 

To  remove  present  doubts,  and  prevent  future  mistakes, 
it  is  hereby  expressly  ordered  and  directed,  that  no  persons 
do  proceed  to  discharge  the  duty  of  any  office,  without  a 
regular  appointment,  by  commission  from  the  Congress, 
warrant,  or  general  order,  from  the  Commander-in-chief. 
No  allowance  will  be  made  to  any  one  who  acts  contrary  to 
this  order.  All  persons,  therefore,  for  their  own  sakes,  are 
desired  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly, that  no  complaints  may  hereafter  be  exhibited  for 
services  unwarranted. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  10,  177C. 

Parole,  iscUon.)  (Counteisi^,  Langtlon.) 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  has  been  pleased 
lo  appoint  Mr.  ffilliam  Morony,  Provost-Marshal  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  serving  in  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay; he  is,  therefore,  in  all  things  appertaining  to 
his  office,  to  be  considered  and  obeyed  as  such. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  11,  1776. 

(Parole,  Mount  Airy.)  (Countersign,  Calvert.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  9,  1776. 
(Parole,  Knovrllon.y  (Counteniffn,  Cliarlestoicn.) 

The  General  thanks  Major  Knowhon,  and  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  were  under  his  command  last  night,  for 
the  spirit,  conduct  and  secrecy  with  which  they  burnt  the 
houses  near  the  enemy's  works,  upon  Bunker's  Hill.  The 
General  was  in  a  more  particular  manner  pleased  with  the 
resolution  the  party  discovered,  in  not  firing  a  shot,  as 
nothing  betrays  greater  signs  of  fear,  and  less  of  the  sol- 
dier, than  to  begin  a  loose,  undirected,  and  unmeaning  fire, 
from  whence  no  good  can  result,  nor  any  valuable  purposes 
answered. 

It  is  almost  certain  that  the  enemy  will  attempt  to  re- 


Hcad.Quarters,  at  Cambridge,  January  11,  1776. 

All  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  regiments  or  corps  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies,  under  the  immediate  command  of  His 
Excellency  General  Washington,  who  are  absent  upon  fur- 
lough, recruiting,  or  by  permission  of  their  commanding 
officers,  are  to  join  their  respective  regiments  by  the  1st 
day  of  February  next.  If  any  officer  neglects  to  pay  due 
obedience  to  this  order,  he  will  be  immediately  cashiered  ; 
and  any  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers  offending 
therein,  will  be  tried  and  punished  as  deserters. 

By  His  Excellency's  command  : 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Ercellcncy  George  Washington,  Esq., 
IfKKfi.ii.  q.Ti  ii't    General  and  Commander-in-chief  Head-f^iuirtcrs  at  Cambridge,  January  8,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


Riflomen 

Colonel  Reed*s 

Colonel  Lcarned's 

Colonol  Nixon's 

Colonel  Stark's , 

Colonel  Wliitcomb's.... 

Colonel  Prcecott's 

Colonel  Poor's 

Colonel  Varnum's 

Colonel  P.irsons's 

Colonel  Hitchcock's 

Colonel  Little's 

Colonel  Read's 

Colonel  Glover's 

Colonel  Patterson's 

Colonel  Sargent's 

Colonel  Huntingdon's.. 

Colonel  Fhinney's 

Colonel  Webb's 

Colonel  Arnold's 

Colonol  Ward's 

Colonel  Wyllys's 

Colonel  Bailey's 

Colonel  Greaton's 

Colonel  Bond's 

Colonel  B.ildwin's 

Colonel  Hutchinson's.. 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


Commissioned. 


Stair. 


Total 22|lo2a230J4l!l53  923  212o|20   781  3G9  10. 20o!705|233  1,  318]l,  044  13,  509 


Non-com- 
inisstoned. 


37 
29 
49 
29 
17 
20 
30 
25 
25 
25 
19 
13 
39 

24 
19 
27 
19 
21 
67 
58 
42 
41 
34 
17 
35 
20 


RANK  AND  FILE. 


401 
653 
274 
320 
224 
314 


343  41 


205 
425 
190 
257 
575 

256 
206 
391 
219 
259 
864 
788 
5J8 
661 


342  11 

222  17 

435  II 

300  24 


12 
41 

36 
75 
85 
88 
30 

5 
72 

5 
20 
75 
82 

71 

26 

26 

7 

140 

110 

11 

43 

58 

15 

36 

29 

120 


5 
20 
43 
20 
26 
14 
93 
44 
36 

4 
39 
50 
74 

~37 

5 
30 
41 
41 
46 
49 
27 
121 
52 
42 
56 
29 


693 

508 
761 
404 
455 
347 
458 
435 
329 
479 
264 
400 


378 
271 
490 
298 
457 
1,064 
941 
650 
867 
426 
334 
537 
482 


Wanting  to 
complete. 


Since  last  Retuni. 


Houatio  Gates,  Adjutant- General, 
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Return  of  the  Artillery  Regiment  in  the  service  of  the     Return  of  the  Militia  who  have  consented  to  remain  fn 
United    Colonies,    commanded   by    the   Honourable         the  Army  till  the  last  of  this  month,  J  Ai<!UARr,  1116. 
Henuy  Knox,  Esq.,  Cambridge,  January  6,  1776. 


Preecnt,  fit  for  duty 

On  command 

Sick,  present 

Sick,  absent 

Militia 

For  one  month... 
On  furlough 


Total. 


910 
1 


19 


12 


12 


22 


24 


20 


28 


19 


30 


10 


27111 


300 
8 
3 
4 

io 

21 


346 


Four  inlisted,  and  not  joined  Captain  William  Verktug'a.. 
Six         do.  do.     Captain  Fearco 


Sum  total  of  men.. 


4.55 

15 

6 

9 

13 

26 

511 


521 


Roibury,  January  16,  1776. 


u 


fc< 


O! 


Total 13057  8537 


« 


1,127   1,330 


-     -      ^  Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

\^Addition  to  the  above  by  General  Washington.] 


William  Burbeck, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel  of  Artillery. 


Militia,  as  above 

Riflemen 

Colonel  Ijearned's 

(Jolonol  Parson's 

Colonel  Jos.^ph  Uced's.. 
Colonel  Huntingdon's.. 

Colonel  Ward's 

Colonel  Wyllys's 

Colono]  Bailey's 


1,127 
244 
379 
334 
36U 
211 
292 
202 
366 


1,336 

272 
556 
402 
424 
253 
334 
255 
445 


4,277 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  REGIMENT  OF  ARTTttERY,  IN  THE  SERVICE    OF  THE   UNItED'COEoSYEB, 

JANUARY   1,   1776. 
Field-OJIieert. — Hfnry  Knox,  Colonel ;  William  Burbeck,  Ist  Lieutonant-Colonel ;  David  Mason,  2d  Lioutenant-Colonel ;  John  Crane,  let  Major. 


Edward  Crafts,  ... 
Thomas  Pearco,  .  -  - 
Thomas  Waite  Foster,  . 
John  Popkins,  .... 
Edw.  Burbeck,  ... 
William  Perkins,  -  .  - 
Dimond  Morton,  -  .  - 
Stephen  Badlam,  ... 
Eliphalet  Newall,  -  .  - 
William  Dana,  -  .  .  . 
Ebonezer  Stevens,  .  - 
Jotham  Drury,  .     .     -     - 


CAPTAIN-LIEUTENANTS. 


Benjamin  Eustis,  .  .  . 
William  Treadwell,  .  . 
Benjamin  Frothingham, 


Jotham  Horton,  . 
Edward  Rumney, 
David  Allen,  -  - 
Winthrop  Sergeant, 
John  Johnson,  -  - 
Thomas  Seward,  . 
Asa  Rowson,  .  - 
Bennjah  Carpenter, 


FIRST   LIEUTENANTS. 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Thomas  Randall,  ■ 
David  Briant,  .  - 
Henry  Burbeck,  - 
William  Stevens,  - 
John  Welch  Edes, 
Samnel  Treat,  .  - 
John  Bryant,    .     . 


Isaac  Packard, 
Jonas  Simmons, 
David  Cook,     - 
John  Sleeman, 


Henry  Wells,    .    . 
John  Lillio,       -     . 
Joseph  Loring, 
Thomas  Vose,  -     . 
Thomas  Dean, 
David  Preston, 
Thomas  Jackson,  . 
James  Furnival, 
Peter  King,        .     . 
Joseph  Savage, 
;  Joseph  Thomas, 
'  Samuel  Shaw,  -     . 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Daniel  Parker. 
Isaiah  Simmons. 
Oliver  Brown. 
John  Chandler. 
Thomas  Machin. 
Joseph  Blake. 
John  Bull. 
James  Steele. 
Thomas  Carnes. 
Samuel  Dagget. 
Hardy  Pcirce. 
Jeremiah  Freeman. 


Staff.OJ^cert. — Abiel  Leonard,  Chaplain;   Thomas  Henley,  Adjutant  and  Second  Lieutenant;  David  Bradley,  Quartermaster;  William  Euttit, 

Surgeon. 


[Return  of  the  Officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot  {Riflemen)  left  blank.] 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  SECON 

D  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT,  IN  THE  SERVICi:  OP  THE  UNITED-^ 
UARY  I,  1776. 

ilman,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Nathan  Hale,  Major. 

■i 

Field-  Officers.- 

COLONIES,  JAN 

— James  Reed,  Colonel ;  Israel  G 

CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND   LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Ezra  Town,     -     -     - 
John  Jones,      -     -     - 
Levi  Spaulding,    -     - 

- 

Joseph  Churchill, 

-     - 

James  Taggard,     -     -     - 
James  Otis,      .     -     .     - 
Thomas  Boffee,    -     -     - 
Thompson  Maxwell,  -     - 
Richard  Coughlan,     -     - 
Isaac  Frye,      -     -     .     - 
Jonathan  Collis,     -     -     - 
Aaron  Hanson,      -     -     - 

Pelatiah  Whitemore. 
Sylvan  us  Reed. 
William  Lee. 
Gillam  Taylor. 
Jonathan  Emerson. 
Benjatnin  Davis. 
William  Adrian  Hawkins. 
Stephen  Carter. 

George  Aldrich,    - 

-     - 

James  Wrikinson,  -     - 
Robert  Oliver,       -  >A»*k 

>iX 

1  nomas  Orover,    - 
Isaac  Farewell, 

Jacob  Hinds,    -     -     - 
Benjamin  Mann,  -     - 
David  Place,    -     -     - 

Isaac  Stone,     -     - 
Samuel  Pattingale, 
Amos  Emerson,    - 

~         " 

Staff-Officers. — Hezekiah  Smith,  Chaplain;  Ezra  Greew,  Surgeon ;  Nathaniel  Breed,  Mate;  James  Otis,  Adjutant; 

Isaac  Frye,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED   OFFICERS  IN  THE   THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT.                                                    T 

Field-  Officers. — Ebenezer  Learned,  Colonel ;  William  Shephard,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Ebenezer  Sprout,  Major. 

CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND   LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Peter  Harwood,     -     -     - 
Samuel  Curtis,       -     -     - 
Isaac  Bolster,  -     -     -     - 
Lebbeus  Ball,  -     -     -     - 
Nathan  Peters,      -     -     - 
Warham  Parks,     -     -     - 
Isaac  Woods,    -     -     -     - 
Asa  Danforth,  -     -     -     - 

George  Webb,  -    -    -    - 
Simon  Learned,     -     -     - 
John  Mayo,      -     -     -     . 
Caleb  Keep,     .     -     -     - 
John  Chadvvick,     -     -     - 
John  Carpenter,    -     -     - 
Nelson  Phinney,    -     -     - 
Thomas  Fish,  -     -     -     - 

Seth  Bannister,      -     -     - 
Benjamin  Felton,  -     -     - 
Reuben  Slayton,    -     -     - 
Asher  Granger,      -     -     - 
Seth  Smith,      -     -     .     - 
David  Sacket,  -     -     .     . 
FoKel  Thomas,      -     -     - 
John  King,  -     -     -     -     - 

Jonathan  Stone. 
William  Moore. 
Scottoway  Whitcomb. 
Jacob  Bates. 
Martin  Smith. 
Israel  Sacket. 
John  Townsend. 
Ebenezer  Field. 

Staff- Officers. 


Chaplain ;     .     .     .     .     Surgeon ;      .     .     . 
Scottoway  Whitcomb,  Quartermaster. 


Mate  ;  Seth  Bannister,  Adjutant ; 
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NAMES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS    IN    THE  FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT,  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  COLO- 
NIES, JANUARY  1,  1776. 

Field- Officers. — John  Nixon,  Colonel;  Thomat  Nixon,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Andrew  Colburn,  Major. 


CAFTAINS. 


Joseph  Butler, 
Micajah  Gleason,  - 
Ebenezer  Winship, 
Jeremiah  Gilman, 
Moses  McFarland, 
Adam  Wheeler,     - 
Thomas  Barnes,    - 
Joseph  Thompson, 


FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 


Silas  Walker,  -     - 
James  Kiniball, 
Nathan  Wheeler, 
Simon  Sartivel, 
Joseph  Wood,  -     - 
Jonathan  Hill,  -     - 
Silas  Bent, 
William  Toogood, 


SECOND   LIEUTENANTS. 


John  Sawyer,  -  -  - 
Abel  Holden,  -  -  - 
Richard  Buckminster, 
John  White,  -  -  - 
John  Briggs,  .  -  - 
Benjamin  Haywood,  - 
William  Lemont,  -  - 
Nathaniel  Crittenton,  - 


ENSIGNS. 


Warham  Wheeler. 
Peter  Cloyes. 
Mason  Wattles. 
William  Hutchings. 
Dudley  Taylor. 
Ephraim  Minot. 
Isaac  Nichols. 
Ephraim  Wheeler. 


Staff-Officers. — Hczekiah  Smith,  Chaplain  ;  Benjamin  Putnam,  Surgeon  ;  Nathan  Bumap,  Mate;  Abel  Holden, 

Adjutant ;  John  f^Vhite,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — John  Starks,  Colonel ;   Thomas  Poor,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Moore,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 


George  Reid,  -     - 
Amos  Morrill, 
Daniel  More,  -     - 
Joshua  Abbott, 
Elislia  Woodbury, 
Samuel  Richards,  - 
John  Hale,       -     - 
Silas  Walker,  -     - 


FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 


Michael  McClary, 
Ebenezer  Frye,     - 
Joseph  Soper,  -     - 
Daniel  Livermore, 
James  McCauley, 
Thomas  Hardy,     - 
Asa  Coburn,    -     - 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Robert  Barnett, 
Samuel  Bradford,  - 


Abiel  Chandler,     ■ 
John  Patten,     -     • 
Henry  Perkinson, 
Jesse  Carr,       -     - 
Aaron  Steel,     -     - 


ENSIGNS. 


Caleb  Stark. 


Edward  Evans. 
Ephraim  Colby. 


Timothy  Blake. 
Thomas  Richard. 
Isaac  Wormer. 


Staff- Officers. — Noah  Cooke,  Jun.,  Olia plain  ; 


Goss,  Surgeon  ;  Josiah  Chase,  Mate ;   Abiel  Chandler, 


Adjutant ;  Henry  Perkinson,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE   COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE   SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Asa  Whitcomb,  Colonel;  William  Buckminster,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  John  Gizzard  Frazer,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 


Lemuel  Trescott,  -  - 

Daniel  Whiting,    -  -  - 
Aaron  Haynes, 

Benjamin  Bullard,  -  - 
William  Hulson  Ballard, 

Abner  Cranston,    -  -  ■ 

Jonathan  Danforth,  -  - 

Moses  Soul,      -     .  -  . 


FIRST   LIEUTENANTS. 


Elisha  Brewer,      -  - 

Nathaniel  Cushing,  - 

Thomas  Willington,  - 
Nathaniel  Alexander, 

Joseph  Perry,       -  - 

Joseph  McNoll,     -  - 

Noah  Allen,     -     -  - 


SECOND   LIEITTENANTS. 


John  Kilbey  Smith,  - 
Abraham  Tuckerman, 
Abraham  Williams,  - 
Aaron  Holden,  -  - 
Samuel  Blodgelt,  -  - 
Jonas  Parker,  -  -  - 
Benjamin  Pollard, 
William  Winchester,  - 


ENSIGNS. 


John  Mills. 
Isaac  Barber. 
Josiah  Willington. 
Jacob  Welsh. 
Nahum  Wight. 
Joseph  Williams. 
Charles  Dehauty. 
Ebenezer  Smith. 


Staff-Officers — isaoc  iWans^eW,  Jun.,  Chaplain  ;  David  Toumsend,  Smgeon  ;  James  Thatcher,  Mate;  Abraham 

Tuckerman,  Adjutant;  Charles  Dehauty,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  SEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers.— William  Prescott,  Colonel ;  Johnson  Moulton,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Henry  Woods,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Hugh  Maxwell,     -     -     - 
John  Nutting,  -     -     -     - 
Samuel  Darby,      -     -     - 
Jonathan  Nowell,  -     -     - 
Joseph  Moss,  -     -     -     - 
Samuel  Patch,      -     -     - 
Samuel  Gilberts,    -     -     - 
Joseph  Mores,       -     -     - 

Benjamin  Brown,  -     -     - 
Eleazer  Spoulding,     -     - 
John  Williams,      .     .     - 
Thomas  Nowell,    -     -     - 
Ebenezer  Woods,-     -     - 
Joshua  Brown        -      -      ■ 

Benjamin  Ball,      -     .     - 
John  Mosher,  -     -     .     - 
George  Marsdin,    -     -     - 
Nathaniel  Sortie,   -     -     • 
Jedediah  Sangor,  -     -     - 

William  Taylor. 
Edmund  Bancroft. 
Samuel  Nason. 
Simeon  Lord. 
William  Nevens. 
Obadiah  Witherell. 
Andrew  Brower. 
Samuel  Lawrence. 

Joseph  Gilberts,    -     -     - 
Zachariah  Walker,     -     - 

Joseph  Baker,       .     .     - 
Isaac  Dodge,    -     -     .     . 

Staff- Officers.—     .     .     . 

.     Chaplain  ;  John  Hart,  Sur 
Samuel  Nason, 

geon  ;  Abraham  Parley,  Mate 
Quartermaster. 

;  George  Marsdin,  Adjutant; 
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NAMES  OF  TUE   COMMISSIONED    OFFICERS  IN  THE  EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OF   FOOT,    IN    THE   SERVICE   OP    THE  UNITED    COLO- 
NIES, JANUARY   1,    1776. 


Field- Officers. — Enoch  Poor,  Colonel ;  John  McDujjie,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Cilley,  Major. 

CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Winborn  Adams,  -     -     • 

Ziichariah  Beal,     - 

_     . 

Jeremiah  Fogg,     ... 

John  Colcord. 

Jeremiah  Clough,       -     - 

Thomas  Lyford,    - 

-     - 

Edward  Parsons,  -     -     . 

Jonathan  Heath. 

Philip  Tihon,  -     -     -     . 

Benjamin  Kimball, 

-     - 

Joseph  Huntooi),  -     -     - 

Robert  Pike. 

Benjamin  Titcornb,     -     - 

William  Smith, 

-     - 

Nathaniel  McClintock,     - 

Enoch  Chase. 

Jonathan  Wentworth, 

James  Carr,     -     - 

-     - 

Jethro  Herd,    -     -     .     . 

Samuel  Nute. 

James  Norris,  -     -     -     . 

Jonathan  Frye, 

-     • 

William  Rowell,         -     - 

Charles  Glidden. 

Richard  Short  ridge,    -     - 

Richard  Weaie,     - 

-     - 

Joshua  Lovejoy,    -     -     - 

Steven  Abbot. 

Frederick  Mordaunt  Bell, 

James  Mathes, 

-     - 

Stephen  Jones  Thomas,  - 

Jacob  Lowe. 

Staff- Officers. — Noah  CooAre,  Jun.,  Chaplain  ;  Caleb  Greenleaf  Ariams,  Siirgeon;    M^illiam  Parker,  Male ;  Edward 

Parsons,  Adjutant;  Jeremiah  Fogg,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS   IN  THE   NINTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field-Officers, — James  M.  Varnum,  Colonel ;  Archibald  Crary,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Christopher  Smith,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 


Ebenezer  Flagg,  -  - 

Elijah  Lewis,  -  -  - 

Nathaniel  Hawkins,  - 

Oliver  Clark,  -  -  - 

Thomas  Cole,  -  -  - 

John  Lane,      .  -  - 

Joshua  Read,  -  - 

John  Gooch,    -  -  - 


FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 


Noel  Allen,      -  - 

William  Potter,  - 
John  Singer  Dexter, 
Samuel  Bissell, 

Isaac  Holden,  -  - 

Jabez  Lane,     -  - 

James  Varnum,  - 
Timothy  Lock, 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Joseph  Whitmarsh, 


Micah  Whitmarsh, 
Daniel  Pearce, 
Clark  Brown,  -  - 
Amos  Crandall,  - 
Thomas  Henley,  - 
Matthew  Chambers, 


ENSIGNS. 


Elijah  Hull. 
Chandler  Burllingham. 


Moses  Atkinson. 
Michael  Molton. 
Duty  Jerauld. 


Staff- Officers. — Ebenezer  David,  Chaplain;  John  Singer  Dexter,  Adjutant;  ClarTc  Brown,  Quartermaster;  Joseph 

Joslyn,  Surgeon  ;  Daniel  Brown,  Mate. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Colonel;  John  Tyler,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Samuel  Prentice,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND    LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

James  Chapman,  -     -     - 

Richard  Hewitt,    -     -     - 

William  Cleveland,     -     - 

Daniel  Waite. 

David  F.  Sill,  -     -     -     - 

David  Nevins,  -     -     -     - 

Caleb  Baldwin,     -     -     . 

Pendleton. 

James  Eldridge,    -     -     - 

Oliver  Babcock,    -     -     - 

Daniel  Collins,      -    .    . 

Daniel  Billings. 

Christopher  Darrou,  -     - 

John  McGregore,  -     -     - 

Ezra  Selden,    -     -     -     - 

John  Balkley. 

Abraham  Watrous,     -     - 

Elisha  Lee,      -     .     -    . 

James  Day,     -     .     -     - 

Henry  Hill. 

Isaac  Gallop,    -     -     -     - 

Stephen  Keyes,     -     -     - 

Thomas  Avery,     -     -     - 

Lemuel  Cleft. 

Christopher  Ely,  -     -     - 

William  Richards,       -     - 

Enoch  Reed,   -     -     .     - 

David  Dorrence. 

Ebenezer  Brewster,    -     - 

Nathaniel  Hall,      -     -     - 

Jesse  Prentice,      -     -     - 

Benjamin  Haskill. 

Staff- Officers.— 


Chaplain  ;  Josiah  Hart,  Surgeon  ;  Elisha  Ely,  Mate ;  James  Day,  Adjutant ;  Richard  Sill, 
Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE   COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  ELEVENTH   REGIMENT  OF   FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Daniel  Hitchcock,  Colonel;  Ezekiel  Cornell,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Israel  Angell,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Jeremiah  Olney,   -     -     - 
William  Yew,  ...     - 
Stephen  Kimball,  -     -     - 
Francis  Symonds,  -     -     - 
Silas  Talbot,    -     -     -     - 
Coggeshall  Olney,      -     - 
Ephraim  Bowen,  -     -     - 
John  Spurr,      .     .     -     - 

John  Wyman,  -     -     -     - 
John  Blunt,      -     -     .     - 
William  Blanchard,     -     - 
William  Mills,  -     -     -     - 
William  Allen,      -     -     - 
Stephen  Olney,     -     -     - 
Ephraim  Sawyer,  -     -     - 
Ebenezer  Fitch,    -     -     - 

William  Blodgett,  -     -     - 
Thomas  Hughes,  -     -     - 
William  Bradford,  Jun.,  - 
James  King,     -     -     -     - 
Peter  Don  worth,  -     -     - 
James  Bridges,      .     -     - 

John  Armstrong. 

Ebenezer  West. 

Nathan  Olney.                      ^ 

Holleman  Potter. 

John  Thomas. 

Eliphalet  Foster. 

Christopher  Hopkins, 

Staff-Officers. —  O/iDcr  JVo6/e,  Chaplain  ;  &mue?  Tenny,  Surgeon  ; Mate;    William  Bradford,  Jan., 

Adjutant ;  Cyprian  Sterry,  Quartermaster. 


es9 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &tc.,  JANUARY,  1776. 


640 


NAMES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OrFlCERS  IN  THE  TWELFTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT,  IN  THE  SEHVICE  OT  THE  UNITED  COLO- 
NIES, JANUARY  1,  1776. 

Field- Officers. — Moses  Little,  Colonel;  William  Henshaw,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  James  Collins,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS* 

Jacob  Gerrish,       -     -     - 

Amos  Atkinson,    -     -     - 

Samuel  Hughes,    -     -     - 

William  Searl. 

John  Baker,     -     -     -     - 

Caleb  Lambson,    -     -     - 

Joseph  Fisk,    -     -     -    - 

Samuel  Proctor. 

Gideon  Parker,     -     -     - 

Moses  Kent,     -     -     -     - 

Jared  Smith,    -     -     -     - 

Benjamin  Gould. 

Nathaniel  Wade,  -     -     - 

Joseph  Hodgkins,  -     -     - 

John  Carr,  -     -     -     -     - 

William  Littlefield. 

Ezra  Lunt,       -     .     -     - 

Stephen  Jenkins,  -     -     - 

Natiianiel  Montgomery,  - 

Nathaniel  Mitchell. 

Abraham  Dodge,  -     -     - 

James  Lord,     -     -     -     - 

Enoch  Parsons,     -     -     - 

William  Story. 

Nathaniel  Warner,      -     - 

John  Burnham,     -     -     - 

Daniel  Collins,      -     -     - 

Jonathan  Woodman. 

Benjamin  Perkins,      -     - 

Silvanus  Smith,     -     -     - 

Dudley  Colman,    -     -     - 

Amos  Pearson. 

Staff-Officers.— Oliver ]Soble,Chaiih\n;Elisha  Story,  Smgeon; Mate;  I>u(//ei^  Co/man,  Adjutant; 

Johii  Carr,  Quartermaster. 


NAJtES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Joseph  Read,  Colonel;  Ebenezer  Clap,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Calvin  Smith,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND   LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Ames  Walbridge,  -     -     - 

Nathan  Goodall,    -     -     - 

Bethuel  Washburn,    -     - 

John  Trotter. 

Oliver  Pond,    -     -     -     - 

Elias  Bacon,    -     -     -     - 

Ezekiel  Piymton,  -     -     - 

Oliver  Rouse. 

Edward  Seagraves,     -     - 

Joseph  McCumber,    -     - 

Tliaddeus  Read,    -     -     - 

Robert  Muzzy. 

Andrew  Peters,     -     -     - 

Isaac  Warren,  -     -     .     - 

George  Whipple,  -     -     - 

Benjamin  Walker. 

Samuel  Payson,    -     -     - 

John  Holden,  -     -     -     - 

L^..  Lindly,     -     -     -     - 

Jacob  Goldthwaite. 

Samuel  Warren,    -     -     - 

Japhet  Daniels,     "     *    J 
Thomas  Willjams,       -     - 
Peter  Taft,    ^L     -     -     - 

Benjamin  Read,    -     -     - 

Adams  Chapin. 

Oliver  Soaper,       -     -     - 

Abijah  Lincoln,     -     -     - 

Rufus  Barney. 

Moses  Knapp,       -     -     - 

Gideon  Macumber,     -     - 

Benjamin  Pike. 

Staff- Officers.—     . 


Chaplain  ;  Seth  Ames,  Surgeon;  Joseph  Adams,  Male;  Benjamin  Read,  Adjutant; 
Adams  Chapin,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — John  Glover,  Colonel;  Gabriel  Johonnot,  Lieutenant-Colonel;   William  Lee,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

William  Courtis,  «/  *-r- 
Thomas  Grant,     -     -     - 
John  Glover,    -     .    -     - 
Joseph  Swasey,     -     -    - 
Nathaniel  Bond,    -     -     - 
Joseph  Lee,     -     -     -     - 
Moses  Brown,       -     -     - 
Gilbert  Warner  Speekman 

Edward  Archibald,     -     - 
William  Bubier,    -     -     - 
Joshua  Orne,  -     -     -     - 
Robert  Williams,  -    -     - 
Nathaniel.  Clarke,  -     -     - 
William  Groves,    -     -     - 
Robert  Nimblett,  -     -     - 
Theophilus  Monson,  -     - 

Thomas  Courtis,   -     -     - 
Ebenezer  Groves,-     -     - 
Marston  Wattson,  -     -     - 
Thomas  Fosdick,  -    -     - 
Seward  Lee,    -     -     -     - 
Joseph  Stacey,       -     -     - 
John  Wallis,    -     .     -     - 
William  Jones,      -     -     - 

James  Foster. 
John  Clark. 
John  Allen. 
Robert  Wormsted. 
Jeremiah  Reed. 
Samuel  Getchell. 
William  Hawks. 

Staff- Oficers.- 


Chaplain  ;  Isaac  Spafford,  Surgeon ;     .     . 
Joseyh  Stacey,  Quartermaster. 


Mate ;  Thomas  Fosdick,  Adjutant ; 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  FIFTEENTH  REGIMENT  OP  FOOT. 

Field- Officers.^-John  Patterson,  Colonel ;  Seth  Read,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Henry  Sherburn,  Major. 


1                      CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

David  Noble,  -     -     -    - 

William  Aug.  Patterson,  - 

Solomon  Martin,    -     -     - 

Mathias  Hall. 

John  Mclnstry,      -     -     - 

Thomas  McKinstry,  -     - 

John  Pennoyer,     -     -     - 

Gerard  Fitch. 

(Samuel  Sloan,  -     -     -     - 

Peter  White,    -     -     -     - 

Jehiel  Jackson,      .     .     - 

David  Johnson. 

'Samuel  Sayer,       ... 

Samuel  Chapin,     -     -     - 

Jeremiah  Littlefield,    -     - 

Samuel  Stevens. 

■  William  Wyinan,  -     -     - 

John  Bacon,     -     -     -     - 

Joshua  Traston,     -     -     - 

Belcher  Hancock. 

^Ebenezer  Sullivan,     -     - 

Joseph  Welsh,       ... 

Nathan  Lord,  -     -     .     - 

Joseph  Johnson. 

Moses  Ashley,       ... 

William  Walker,   -     -     - 

Jeremiah  Miller,   -     -     - 

Job  Pieist. 

iTheodore  Bliss,     -     -     - 

Edward  Cumpston,     -     - 

Robert  Davis,  -     -     .     - 

John  Arnold. 

Staff- Officers. — David  Avery,  Chapld'in;  Timothy  Child,  Surgeon;  Jonathan  Lee,  Mate;  William  Walter,  Adjutant ; 

Gerrard  Fitch,  Quartermaster. 
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NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED   OFFICERS    IN   THE    SIXTEENTH    REGIMENT    OF    FOOT,  IN    THE    SERVICE    OF    THE    UNITED 

COLONIES,  JANUARY   1,    1776. 

Field- Officers. — Paul  D.  Sargeant,  Colonel ;  Michael  Jackson,  Lieutenant-Cokinel ;  Jonathan  W.  Austin,  Major. 


f 


CAPTAINS. 


Frederick  Pope,  - 
William  Scott, 

Asa  Barnes,     -  - 

John  Vinton,    -  - 

James  Perry,    -  - 

James  Keith,    -  - 
Thomas  Farrington, 

John  Wyley,   -  - 


FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 


Isaac  Fuller,  -  -  ■ 
Lemuel  Holmes,  -  • 
Ephraim  Cleveland,  ■ 
Silas  Hollis,  -  -  • 
Jonathan  Drowne, 
David  Chandler,  -  • 
Nathaniel  Doubleday, 
William  Scott, 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 


Zacheus  Thayer, 


Aaron  Straiten, 
Ichabod  Houlbrook, 
Peter  Dolliver, 
David  Thomas,     - 
Moody  Dustin, 
Timothy  Whiting, 


ENSIGNS. 


Isaiah  Fuller. 
Josiah  Monroe. 
Matthew  Macumber. 
Thomas  Hartshorn. 
Benjamin  Snow. 
Osgood  Carleton. 
Richard  Welch. 
Aldrich  Wyley. 


Staff-  Officers. — 


Chaplain  ;  John  Homans,  Surgeon  ; 

Osgood  Carleton,  Quartermaster. 


Mate  ;  Peter  Dolliver,  Adjutant ; 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Jedcdiah  Huntington,  Colonel;  Joel  Clark,  Lieulenanl-Colonel ;  Elihu  Humphreys,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Abram  Tyler,  -     -     -     - 
Caleb  Trowbridge,     -     - 
Joseph  Jewitt,       -     .     - 
Jonathan  Brewster,     -     - 
Ozias  Bissett,  -     -     -     - 
Elihu  Hubbard,     -     -     - 
(Timothy  Percivai, 
Ebenezer  Fitch  Bissett,  - 

Solomon  Orcutt,    -     -     - 
Zebediah  Farnurn,     -     - 
Jabez  Fitch,    -     -     -     - 
Simeon  Huntington,   -     - 
Abraham  Wright,  -     -     - 
Jonathan  Gillet,     -     -     - 
Nathaniel  Gove,    -     -     - 
William  Peck,       -     -     - 

Aaron  Hale,     -     -    -     . 
Thomas  Fanning,  -     -     - 
John  Harris,     -     -     -     . 
Ebenezer  Perkins,      -    - 
Solomon  Makepeace,  -     - 
Thomas  Haydon,  -     -     - 
Simeon  Newell,     -     -     - 
John  Humphreys,       -     - 

Cornelius  Higgins. 
Anthony  Bradford. 
John  Kinsman. 
Joshua  Tracy. 
Joseph  Chapman. 
EUhu  Lyman. 
Joel  Gillet. 
Moses  Goodman. 

Staff- Officers. — John  Ellis,  Chaplain  ;  John  fVaddo,  Surgeon;  Silas  Holmes,  Mate;  fFilliam  Peck,  Adjutant;  Thomas 

Fanning,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  EIGHTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Edmund  Phinney,  Colonel;  Samuel  March,  Lieutenanl-Colonel ;  Jacob  Brown,  Major. 


1 

CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

;Wentworlh  Stewart,  -     - 

Jonathan  Sayer,    -     -     - 

Josiah  Jenkins,      -     -     . 

Archelaus  Lewis. 

Hart  Williams,      ... 

William  McClannen,  -     - 

Carey  McClennen,     -     - 

John  Perkins. 

Joiin  Rice,       .... 

Bartholomew  York,    -    - 

Crispus  Graves,     -     -     - 

Austin  Alden. 

Abraham  Tyler,    -     -     - 

Elisha  Mersowey,       -     - 

Edward  Millickin,      -     - 

Solomon  Mersowey. 

Tobias  Fcrnald,    -     -     - 

James  Donnell,     -     -     - 

George  Smith,       -     -     - 

Henry  Sewell. 

Jeremiah  Hill,-     -     -     - 

William  Boden,     -     -     - 

Moses  Banks,  -     -     -     - 

Samuel  Stubbs. 

Silas  Wild,       -     -     .     . 

Daniel  Merrill,      -     -     - 

William  Frost,       ... 

John  Pray. 

Nathan  Walkins,  -     -     - 

Silas  Burbank,       -     -     - 

Jacob  Lyon,     -     -     .     . 

Peter  Brown. 

Staff- Officers.— 


Chaplain;  Samuel  Adams,  Surgeon  ;  John  Sprague,  Mate  ;  George  Smith,  Adjutant; 
Moses  Banks,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  NINETEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. —  Charles  fVthb,  Colonel ;  Street  Hall,  Lieutenanl-Colonel;  John  Brooks,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

i 

Joseph  Hait,      -         -     - 
Nathaniel  Tuttle,  .     -     - 
Edward  Shipman,       -     - 
Isaac  Bostwick,     ... 
Peter  Perrott,  .... 
Eli  Leavensworth,      -     . 
William  Hull,  .... 
Nathan  Hale,  .... 

Joseph  Allen  Wright, 
Eli  Catlin,  ..... 
John  Yates,     .... 
Samuel  Huribut,    -     -     - 
Charles  Pond,  .... 
Robert  Lewis,       ... 
John  Shumway,     ... 
Alpheus  Chapman,     .     . 

Reuben  Scofield,  -     -     . 
Jesse  Grunt,     .... 
Nathan  Whittlesey,    -     - 
Elisha  Bostwick,  .     .     - 
Samuel  Sandford,  .     -     - 
Charles  Webb,  Jun.,  -     . 
William  Clark,      .    .     - 
John  Elderkin,      ... 

Stephen  Belts. 
Amos  Johnson. 
Selah  Benton. 
Amos  Bostwick. 
William  Smith. 
John  Bull. 
Charles  Whittlesey. 
George  Huribut. 

i 
1 

1 

1 
1 

Staff-Officers.—  . 
Fourth  Series.' 


Chaplain  ;  Francis  Fogues,  Surgeon  ; 

John  Elderkin,  Quartermaster 
-Vol.  IV.  41 


Rossiter,  Mate;  Charles  Webb,  Jun.,  Adjutant; 
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NAMES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS    IN   THE    TWENTIETH    REGIMENT  OF    FOOT,    IN    THE    SERVICE    OF    THE    UNITED 

COLONIES,  JANUARY   1,  1776. 

Field-Officers. —     ....     Colonel ;  JoAn  i)urfcee,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  TAoma*  iTnow/ion,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Ephraini  Manning,      -     - 
Jedediali  Waterman,  -    - 
Thomas  Dyer,       ... 
Thomas  Grovenor,     -     - 
Stephen  Brown,     -     -     - 
John  Keyes,     -     -     -     - 
Wills  Clift,       .     -     -     - 
John  Robertson,    -     -     - 

Bryant  Brown. 
Waters  Clark. 
Benjamin  Durkee,  Jun. 
Timothy  Cleveland. 
Silas  Goodale. 
John  Buel. 
John  Alden. 
John  Durkee. 

Nathaniel  Webb,  -     -     - 
Ebenezer  Gray,     -     -     - 
Daniel  Tilden,       -     -     - 
James  Sprague,     -     -     - 
Samuel  Brown,      ... 
William  Adams,    -     -     - 
Daniel  Putnam,     .     -     - 
Beriah  Bell,     .... 

Nathaniel  Bishop,       -     - 
John  Waterman,    -     -     - 
James  Holt,     .     -     -     - 
Benjamin  Durkee,      -     - 
Seth  Phelps,    -     -     -     - 
Josiah  Fuller,  -     -     -     - 
Jonathan  Woodworth, 
Robert  Hallam,     -     -     - 

Staff-Officers. — Abiel  Leonard,  Chaplain  ;  John  Spalding,  Surgeon  ;     . 

Ebenezer  Grey,  Quartermaster. 


Mate ;  Daniel  Tilden,  Adjutant ; 


NAMES  or  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — ./ono^Aan  ff^rrf.  Colonel ;  Be;i;"«wm  Tuppcr,  Lieutenant-Colonel;    .     .     .     Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Josiah  Fay,      -     .     -     . 
James  Millcn,  -     .     -     - 
Daniel  Barnes,       -     .     - 
Jonas  Hubbard,     .     -     - 
William  King,       -     -     - 
Samuel  Bartlett,    .     -     - 
Earl  Clapp,      .... 
Jonathan  Allen,     -     -     - 

Ebenezer  Cleaveland, 
Nahum  Ward,       ... 
William  Boyd,      -     .     . 
Elihu  Lyman,-     -     .     . 
Job  Alverd,      -     -     -     - 
Samuel  Allen,  -     -     -     - 
Jesse  Sturtevant,  -     .     - 
Joshua  Benson,     .     .     - 

Baxter  How,    .     .     -     - 
Samuel  Shelden,  ... 
James  Hart,     .... 
Obadiah  Mann,      -     .     - 
William  Watson,  -     -     . 
William  Ashby,     .     .     - 
George  Dunham,  -     -     . 
Jacob  Pope,     -     -     -     - 

Jonathan  Champney. 
Samuel  ClafBin. 
Henry  Brigham. 
John  Kennedy. 
Simeon  Hurlburt. 
Daniel  Johnson. 
Samuel  Edred. 
Elihu  Root. 

Staff- Officers. 


Chaplain ;  Samuel  Crosby,  Surgeon  ;  William  Prentice,  Mate ;  James  Hart,  Adjutant ; 
William  Boyd,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-SECOND  REGIMENT  OF    FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — Samuel  Wyllys,  Colonel ;  Rufus  Putnam,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Levi  Wells,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND   LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Promoted, 

Abel  Pettibone,     ... 
Jedediah  Hyde,     -     -     - 

Henry  Champun,  -     -     - 
Nathaniel  Humphrys, 
Ebenezer  Huntington, 

Warren  Huntley,  -     -     . 
Jonathan  Pettibone,    -     - 
Eliphalet  King,     -     -     -    , 
Dudley  Wright,     -     -     - 
Roger  Hooker,      -     .     - 
Charles  Butler,      -     -     - 
Elias  Stillwell,       -     -     - 
Bezalled  Ackley,  -     .     . 

Richard  Duff. 
Benjamin  Adams. 
Thomas  Phelps. 
Jonathan  Heart. 
Hezekiah  Hubbard. 
Charles  Miller. 
Thomas  Hander. 
Samuel  Richards. 

Ebenezer  Sumner,      -     - 
Samuel  Wright,     -     .     - 
Hezekiah  Holdridge,  -     - 
Amasa  Mills,   -     .     -     . 

Robert  Warner,     -     .     - 
Stephen  Goodrick, 
Charles  Whiting,  -     -     . 
Marcus  Cole,  .... 

Staff- Officers. — John  Ellis,  Chaplain  ; 


Beardsley,  Surgnon;  John  Richard  Watrout,  Male ;  Charles 


Whiting,  Adjutant;  Simeon  Belding,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. — John  Bailey,  Colonel;  John  Jacobs,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Josiah  Hayden,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Peleg  Wadsworth,      -     - 
John  Bridgham,     -     -     . 
Samuel  Bradford,  -     -     . 
Joshua  Jacobs,       ... 
Eleazer  Hamlen,  .     -     - 
William  Reed,      -     -     - 
Elijah  Crooker,     .     .     - 
Jacob  Allen,    .     -     -     - 

Seth  Drew,      .... 
Edward  Sparrow,  ... 
Judah  Alden,  -     -     -     - 
Atwood  Mott,  -     -     -     . 
Isaac  Pope,      .... 
Prince  Stetson,      ... 
Abner  Hayward,  -     .     - 
Amos  Shaw,     -     -     -     - 

Nathan  Sears,  -     -     -     - 
Joshua  Thomas,    -     -     - 
Samuel  Loring,     -     -     - 
Zachariah  Waikins,    -     - 
Charles  Church,   -     -     - 
John  Leavet,   -     -     .     - 
Adams  Bailey,      .     .     - 
Luther  Bailey,      -     -     - 

Robert  Bradford, 
John  Bridgham,  Jun. 
Joseph  Wadsworth. 
Thomas  Webb. 
Thomas  Weeden. 
Benjamin  Shaw. 
John  Cotton. 
Job  Brvant. 

Staff-  Officers.- 


Chaplain;   Lemuel  Cushiiig,  Surgeon  ;  John  Thomas,  M&ie ;  Joshua   Thomas, 
Adjutant;  Luther  Bailey,  Quartermaster. 
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NAMES  OP  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT,   IN   THE    SERVICE  OV  THE 

UNITED  COLONIES,  JANUARY  1,1776. 

Field- OJicers. — John  Greaion,  Colonel ;  Joseph  Vose,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Jonathan  Loring,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Elijah  Vose,     -     -     -     - 
William  Bent,  -     -     -     - 
Edward  Payson  Williams, 
Joseph  Guild,  .     -     -     - 
Moses  Whiting,     -     -     - 
Charles  Gushing,  -     -     - 
Abner  Crafts,  -     -     -     -  . 
Jacob  Gooid,  -     -     -     - 

Aaron  Paine,   -     -     -     - 
Matthew  Fairfield,      -     - 
Samuel  Foster,      -     -     - 
John  Gay,  -     -     -     -     - 
Daniel  Pillsbury,  -     •     - 
Nathaniel  Niles,    -     -     - 
Joseph  Williams,  -     -     - 
Elijah  Shaw,    -     -     -     - 

Nathan  Rice,  -     -     .     - 
Isaiah  Bussey,       -     -     - 
John  Lucas,     -     .     -     - 
Joshua  Gould,       ... 
Peter  Page,      -     -     -     . 
Benjamin  Beals,    -     -     - 

Bill  Vose, 

William  Harmon,  -     -     - 

Benjamin  Talbott. 
William  Kirkpatrick. 
Thomas  Cheney. 
Eliphalet  Thorp. 
John  Jones. 
John  Lincoln. 
Samuel  Wales. 
Err  Cushing. 

Staff-  Officers.— 


Chaplain  ;  Eliphalet  Downer,  Surgeon  ;  Amos  Holbroolc,  Mate ;  Nathan  Rice, 
Adjutant ;   Bill  Vose,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OP  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field- Officers. —  William  Bond,  Colonel ;  Ichabod  Alden,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Nathaniel  Cudworth,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Josiah  Harris,  -     -     -     - 
Abijah  Childe,      -     -     - 
Phineas  Cook,       -     .     - 
Nathan  Fuller,      -     -     - 
Nailer  Hatch,  -     -     -     - 
Moses  Draper,      -     -     - 
Daniel  Egery,       .     -     - 
Thomas  Mayhew,       -     - 

Bartholomew  Trow,  -     - 
Joshua  Swann,      -     -     - 
Peter  Hobert,  -     -     -     - 
Nathan  Smith,      -     .     - 
Natlian  E^ton,      -     -     - 
Jacob  Haskins,      -     -     - 
Solomon  Bowman,     -     - 
Benjamin  Warren,      -     - 

Jedediah  Thayer,       -     - 
Abraham  Hunt,     -     .     - 
Jonathan  Clark,    -     -     - 
John  George,  -      -     .     - 
John  Veazie,  -     -     -     - 
Job  Sumner,    -     .     -     - 
John  Peckins,  -     -     .     . 
William  Curtis,     -     -     - 

James  Berry. 
Thonias  Hunt. 
John  Pownall. 
Isaac  Gage. 
Elisha  Cox. 
Charles  Ward. 
Thomas  Marshall. 
Josiah  Cotton, 

Staff-Officers. — Ebenezer  David,  Chaplain;  John  Pitcher,  Surgeon  ;  William  Vinal,  Mate;  Abraham  Hunt,  Adjutant, 

John  Peckins,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OP  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE   TWENTY-SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Loammi  Baldwin,  Colonel:  James  Wesson,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Daniel  Wood,  Major. 


1 

.4 

CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Thomas  Mighill,   -     -     - 
Thomas  Cogswell, 
Richard  Dodge,    -     -     - 
Isaac  Sherman,     -     -     - 
John  Wood,     -     .     -     - 
Barnabas  Dodge,  -     -     - 
Ezra  Badlam,  -     -     -     - 
Joseph  Pettingale,      -     - 

Mark  Cressey,       ... 
Moses  Duston,      ... 
Paul  Dodge,    -     -     -     . 
Caleb  Robinson,    -     -     - 
Abraham  Child,    -     -     . 
Joseph  Cheever,  -     -     - 
Samuel  Carr,  -     -     .     - 
Samuel  Thompson,     -     - 

Amos  Bailey,  -     -     .     . 

Amos  Cogswell,    -     -     - 
Michael  Farley,     -     .     - 
Micah  Hoit,     -     -     -     . 
Nathan  Dix,     .... 
Joseph  Knight,      -     -     - 
John  Noyes,    -     -     .     - 
John  Woodward,  -     .     - 

Caleb  Clap. 
James  Walker. 
Abijah  Hastings. 
Ebenezer  Light. 
Sylvanus  Wood. 
Joseph  Edes. 
Wadleigh  Noyes. 
Joseph  Walker. 

Staff- Officers.- 


Chaplain;  David  .Tones,  Surgeon;  Aaron  Putnam,  M&te ;  John  Woodward,^ 
Adjutant ;  Michael  Farley,  Quartermaster. 


NAMES  OF  THE  COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  IN  THE  TWENTY-SEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT. 

Field-Officers. — Israel  Hutchinson,  Colonel;  Benjamin  Holden,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Ezra  Putnam,  Major. 


CAPTAINS. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

ENSIGNS. 

Benjamin  Kimball, 
Ezra  Newhall,       -     -     - 
Enoch  Putnam,     -     -     - 
Nathan  Browne,    -     -     - 
John  Lowe,      .... 
Addison  Richardson,  -     - 
Billy  Porter,    -     -     -     - 
John  Baker,     .     -     -     . 

Ephraim  Emerton,      -     . 
Archelaus  Bachelder, 
Job  Whipple,  -     -     -     . 
Thomas  Downing, 
Nathaniel  Cleaves,     .     - 
Francis  Cox,    -     -     -     . 
Haffieild  White,   -     -     - 
John  Peirce,     .... 

Tarrant  Putnam,  -     -     - 
Frederick  Breed,  -     -     . 
Benjamin  Gardner, 
Thomas  White,     -     .     - 
Jose()h  Herrick,     -     .     - 
David  Poor,     .... 
Samuel  Cutter,      .     -     - 
Jonathan  Trash,    -     -     - 

Elisha  Hutchinson. 
John  Watts. 
John  Tucker. 
Gibson  Clough. 
Luke  Roundy. 
Jeremiah  Putnam. 
Eliphalet  Perley. 
Ezekiel  Cooper. 

Slaff-Officcrs.— Isaac  Mansfield,  Jua.,  Chaplain;  Thomas  Wdch,  Smgeon ;  Nathaniel  Oliver,  Mzte  ;   Tarrant  Put- 
nam, Adjutant. 
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TO  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  *IASSACRtTSETTS-BAT,  WHO  ARE  NOW 
IN  ARMS  AGAINST  THE  LAWS  OF  THEIR  COUNTRY. 

Boston,  January  11,  1776. 
My  Fellow- Citizens : 

You  liave  been  addressed,  by  the  General  Officers  of 
the  Continental  Army,  as  fellow-soldiers,  and  with  that  in- 
sinuating art  which  was  designed  to  move  your  passions. 
1  would  not  draw  your  attentions  from  it,  provided  you 
will  devote  your  cooler  moments  to  a  dispassionate  consi- 
deration of  its  subject-matter. 

Suffer  me,  on  my  part,  to  address  you  as  fellow-citizens  ; 
for  I  cannot  have  such  dishonourable  thoughts  of  you  as 
to  suppose  that,  when  you  put  on  the  soldier,  you  then 
put  off  the  citizen.  Citizens  most  of  you  were  ;  you  en- 
joyed the  comforts  of  don)eslick  life,  you  lately  followed 
your  different  occupations,  and  reaped  the  profits  of  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  industry ;  and  I  hope  in  God  that  you  may 
yet  do  it,  without  any  disturbance  to  your  innocent  wives 
and  children.  But,  in  the  late  courses  of  your  lives,  you 
must  not  only  have  given  great  uneasiness  to  your  families, 
but,  I  dare  to  say,  that  all  of  you  were  not  quite  free  from 
uneasiness  in  your  own  minds.  I  know,  my  dear  coun- 
trymen, that  many  of  you  have  been  drove  to  take  up 
arms  against  your  Sovereign  and  the  laws  of  the  happiest 
Constitution  that  ever  human  beings  were  blest  with  ;  some 
through  the  necessities  incident  to  human  nature,  and 
others  by  that  compulsion  which  the  malevolent  and  am- 
bitious arts  of  your  leaders  have  made  necessary  to  de- 
ceive you  with,  in  order  to  screen  themselves  from  that 
vengeance  which  the  injured  laws  of  society  had  devoted 
them  to.  Many  a  tear  of  pity  have  I  dropped  for  you  and 
for  the  fate  of  my  country  ;  and  many  more  tears  I  fear 
that  I  shall  be  forced  to  shed  for  the  wrath  which  awaits 
you  from  an  offended  Heaven  and  an  injured  Government. 
Many  of  your  associates  have  already  quitted  the  field  of 
battle,  to  appear  before  that  solemn  tribunal,  where  the 
plea  of  the  united  force  of  all  the  Colonies  will  be  of  no 
avail,  to  bribe  the  judgment,  or  avert  the  sentence,  of  an 
offended  Deity.  Some  of  them,  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
sent  messages  to  their  friends  to  forbear  proceeding  any 
further,  for  they  now  found  themselves  in  the  wrong ; 
others  have  repeatedly  said,  that  an  ambition  of  appearing 
something  considerable,  and  that  only,  led  them  into  re- 
bellion. And  the  unhappy  leader  in  the  fatal  action  at 
Charlesiown,  (who,  from  ambition,  only,  had  raised  him- 
self from  a  bare-legged  milk  boy  to  a  Major-General  of  the 
Army,)  although  the  fatal  ball  gave  him  not  a  moment  for 
reflection,  yet  had  said,  in  his  life  time,  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  mount  over  the  heads  of  his  coadjutors,  and  get 
to  the  last  round  of  the  ladder,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  Un- 
happy man !  his  fate  arrested  him  in  his  career,  and  he 
can  now  tell  whether  pride  and  ambition  are  pillars  strong 
enough  to  support  the  tottering  fabrick  of  rebellion. 

But,  not  to  divert  you  from  an  attention  to  the  Address 
of  your  officers,  I  would,  rather,  wish  you  to  weigh  it  with 
exactness  ;  and,  after  you  have  so  done,  if  you  then  should 
think  that  it  is  better  to  trample  upon  the  laws  of  the  mild- 
est Government  upon  earth,  and  throw  off  your  allegiance 
to  the  most  humane  Sovereign  that  ever  swayed  a  sceptre, 
and  submit  to  a  tyranny  uncontrolled,  either  by  the  laws 
of  God  or  man,  then  blame  none  but  yourselves,  if  the 
consequences  should  be  fatally  bad  to  you  and  to  your 
families. 

Your  officers,  my  countrymen,  have  taken  great  pains 
to  sooth  and  flatter  you,  that  you  may  not  quit  your  posts 
and  forsake  them,  until  they  have  accomplished  their  am- 
bitious and  desperate  schemes.  Your  leaders  know  that 
they  have  plunged  themselves  into  the  bowels  of  the  most 
wanton  and  unnatural  rebellion  that  ever  existed  ;  they 
think  that,  by  engaging  numbers  to  partake  in  their  guilt, 
they  shall  appear  formidable,  and  that,  by  so  numerous  an 
appearance,  the  hand  of  justice  will  not  dare  to  arrest 
them.  Some  of  you  know  that  this  argument  hath  been 
frequently  urged  ;  but  you  must  know  that  much  superior 
Powers  than  this  Continent  can  boast  of,  have  been  con- 
quered by  that  Government  which  you  are  now  at  war 
with. 

Your  officers  tell  you,  that  they  have  reduced  the  regi- 
ments from  thirty-eight  to  twenty-six,  and  assign,  as  a  rea- 
son, that  many  officers,  from  a  puny  habit  of  body,  found 
themselves  incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duty  of  their  station, 


have  been  obliged  lo  absent  themselves  from  their  posts, 
and,  consequently,  the  duty  has  fallen  very  heavily  upon 
those  who  remained.  Whether  this  is  a  true  reason  or 
not,  some  of  you  can  tell.  Be  it  so  or  not,  why,  then, 
not  appoint  others?  Are  none  of  you  fit  for  officers,  but 
tliose  who  absented  themselves  from  their  posts?  You, 
generally,  took  up  arms  about  the  same  time,  and  I  dare 
to  say,  that  many  of  you  were  as  well  qualified  for  com- 
missions as  those  who  left  their  posts. 

Another  reason  they  sooth  you  with,  for  disbanding  twelve 
regiments,  is,  that  the  vast  expense  of  attending  the  main- 
tenance of  so  many  regiments  might  have  disabled  the 
Continent  from  persevering  in  its  resolution  of  defending 
their  liberties,  if  the  contest  should  be  of  any  continuance. 
Surely,  my  countrymen,  you  cannot  be  deluded  with  such 
trilling  pleas.  Can  this  Continent,  which  undertakes  to  carry 
on  a  war  with  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  be  alarmed  at 
a  few  millions  of  dollars?  Their  resources  are  boundless. 
The  issuing  of  paper  money  is  easily  accomplished  ;  and, 
while  you  cannot  be  compelled  to  take  it,  the  Continent 
can  never  be  disabled  from  persevering  in  its  resolutions. 
Unhappily  for  them,  they  have  discovered  to  you  what 
will  be  much  for  y-  ur  interest  to  know,  viz:  that  the  vast 
expense  of  this  civil  war  will  be  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
the  shoulders  of  you  or  your  posterity  to  bear.  Consider 
that,  already,  three  millions  of  dollars  have  been  emitted 
in  paper,  and  that  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand 
dollars,  equal  to  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  thousand 
pounds,  old  tenor,  is  assessed  on  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay, to  redeem  their  part ;  and  how  much  more 
must  be  raised  to  carry  on  this  unnatural  war,  which  was 
commenced  to  gratify  the  pride  and  desperation  of  many 
of  your  leaders,  time,  alone,  will  discover.  You  have 
just  entered  the  lists,  but  there  is  much  yet  to  be  done. 
To  finish  the  migiity  independent  empire  which  they  have 
planted  for  you,  demands  such  resources  as  it  will  require 
one  century  to  sponge  away.  Most  of  you  have  groaned 
under  a  tax  of  about  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
old  tenor ;  but,  when  millions  are  thrown  into  the  scale, 
thoy  will  press  you  down,  never  to  rise  more. 

Your  officers  tell  you,  that  men  who  are  possessed  of  a 
vivacity  of  disposition,  though  brave,  and  in  all  other  re- 
spects unexceptionable,  are  totally  unfit  for  service.  This 
is  a  new  doctrine,  advanced  to  make  good  officers  and  sol- 
diers. It  is  a  mystery,  which  I  leave  to  that  dulness  and 
stupidity  which  your  officers  have  complimented  you  with, 
to  unravel.  The  meaning  of  it  you  are  best  acquainted 
with  ;  but  it  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  1  have  heard  from 
the  mouth  of  an  arch  traitor,  who  was  disappointed  in  his 
expectations  of  the  promotions  of  his  near  relations,  viz : 
That  the  people  were  a  set  of  d — d  stupid  asses,  and  were 
fit  only  to  be  drove. 

You  are  further  told,  that  the  present  campaign  is  far 
from  a  hard  one.  How  hard  you  have  worked,  and  how 
much  duty  you  have  done,  you,  yourselves,  can  tell  best. 
Many  who  have  seen  your  labours,  have  thought  them 
great ;  and  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  you  have 
gone  through  some  difficulty,  especially  when  your  officers, 
having  forgot  the  popularity  of  this  harangue,  almost  in 
the  next  breath  tell  you,  that  the  post  you  at  present  oc- 
cupy was  fortified  and  secured  by  infinite  labour,  it  is  an 
old  and  just  maxim,  my  countrymen,  that  deceivers  ought 
to  have  good  memories. 

You  are  next  addressed,  in  the  invariable  style,  for  years 
past,  of  newspapers  and  popular  harangues,  with  the  abuses 
of  Ministers  and  Generals.  This  may  keep  up  your  spirits, 
for  aught  I  know.  Town-meeting  oratory,  1  know,  has  fre- 
quently had  this  effect,  till  the  spirit  of  it  was  eva|)orated, 
and  then  it  flattened,  so  as  to  be  quite  insipid.  They  boast 
much  of  the  attachment  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Canada  to 
what  they  call  your  interest,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  the 
Continent.  I  give  you  one  word  of  advice,  and,  as  it  is 
from  a  book  which,  it  is  said,  you  are  fighting  for,  so  I  sup- 
pose that  you  will  not  totally  disregard  it.  It  is  this:  "Let 
not  him  that  putteth  on  the  harness  boast  as  he  that  put- 
tetli  it  off."  But  as  to  the  successof  union,  which  you  have 
met  with,  the  same  book  says,  that  rebellion  is  as  the  sin 
of  witchcraft.  It  is  so,  my  countrymen,  in  a  double  sense; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  no  jjerson,  but  one  who  was  bewitched, 
would  run  the  risk  of  engaging  in  a  rebellion  ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  (vi'hich  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  words,)  as 
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witchcraft  is  renouncing  the  authority  of  God  Almighty, 
and  applying  to  the  Devil,  so  rebellion  is  withdrawing 
allegiance  from  a  lawful  Sovereign,  overturning  his  laws  and 
government,  and  joining  wiih  a  power  inimical  to  him. 

You  are  also  told  that,  as  the  Southern  Provinces  have 
ever  placed  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  zeal  and  valour, 
they  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  raise  any  bodies  in  the 
other  Provinces  for  this  particular  service.  Do  you  be- 
lieve, my  countrymen,  that  any  of  the  Massachusetts  offi- 
cers were  concerned  in  drawing  this  Address  to  you  ?     If 

.  so,  beware  of  tiiem,  before  it  is  too  late.  I  will  not  be- 
lieve it.  It  surely  must  be  drawn  by  some  of  your  foreign 
officers,  whom  you  have  disgraced  yourselves  by  suffering 
them  to  command  you,  when  you  had  men  of  your  own  Pro- 
vince who  were,  at  least,  equal  to  them,  and  who  would 
have  more  naturally  cared  for  you.  But  you  may  have 
felt  the  ill  consequence  of  it  even  now,  and  it  may  be  too 
late  for  redress.  The  true  English  of  it  ruus  thus :  Tlie 
Massachusetts  have  a  different  interest  from  the  rest  of  the 
Continent ;  they  are  a  set  of  brave,  hardy  dogs,  and  are 
always  encroaching  upon  their  neighbours,  and  ought  to  be 
humbled ;  and,  when  we  have  established  our  indepen- 
dency, we  shall  have  much  to  fear  from  them.  Let  us, 
therefore,  make  them  the  mercenaries ;  they  will  sacrifice 
every  thing  for  money  ;  we  can  pay  them  in  paper,  which 
they  are  so  fond  of;  by  engaging  tbeiri  for  soldiers,  ihey 
will  get  knocked  in  the  head  ;  their  wives  and  children  will 
be  ruined  ;  and,  when  we  have  established  our  empire,  we 
shall  have  nothing  to  fear  from  them  ;  they  will  become  an 
easy  prey  to  the  rest  of  the  Provinces,  and  we  can  parcel 
them  out  among  us  as  we  may  think  proper. 

The  remainder  of  your  officers'  Address  to  you,  I  leave 
to  your  own  remarks.  It  is  so  full  of  compliment  and 
flattery,  in  order  to  catch  your  passions,  that  I  cannot  help 
blushing  for  you;  and  if  you  are  caught  by  it,  1  shall  then 
pity  you,  and  you  will  blush  for  yourselves. 

That  you  may  not  plead  ignorance,  in  justification  of 
yourselves,  in  case  the  fate  of  war  should  be  against  you, 
I  will  now  let  you  into  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  pub- 
lick  disorders  which,  for  many  years  past,  have  sickened 
the  state  of  this  Province,  and,  at  last,  hath  terminated  in 
a  most  unnatural  and  ungrateful  rebellion.  I  am  per- 
suaded, my  countrymen,  that  you  are  ignorant  of  the  true 
rise  of  your  disorders ;  the  aim  of  your  leaders  hath  been 
to  keep  you  in  ignorance  ;  they  knew  that  your  ignorance 
was  their  protection.  Had  you  known  their  views,  you 
would  not  only  have  spurned  at  the  thought  of  overturning 
the  Constitution,  but  I  venture  to  say,  that  some  of  you 
would  have  dragged  them  to  the  bar  of  justice,  there  to 
have  received  that  punishment  which  now  awaits  them, 
and  I  wish  that  you,  yourselves,  may  not  be  involved  in, 
as  partakers  in  their  crimes.     The  history  runs  thus,  and 

.  every  page  of  it  is  capable  of  ample  proof. 

I-      Know,  then,  for  many  years  past,  this  Province  hath 

.  been  deeply  immersed  in  the  smuggling  business.  Per- 
haps some  of  you  are  ignorant,  though  I  am  sure  all  of 
you  are  not,  of  the  meaning  of  smuggling  business.  1  will 
tell  you  what  it  means ;  it  is  an  importation  of  goods  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  the  society  to  which  we  belong;  it  is 
a  defrauding  the  King  of  those  dues  which  the  law  hath 
granted  to  him,  which  fraud  is  equal,  in  criminality,  to  the 
injuring  of  a  private  person  ;  it  is  a  violation  of  the  laws 
of  Christianity ;  it  is  injuring,  and,  perhaps,  ruining,  our 
neighbour;  in  short,  when  it  is  thoroughly  engaged  in,  it 
naturally  lends,  by  degrees,  to  the  effacing  every  senti- 
ment of  virtue.  This  is  a  description  of  the  smuggling 
business;  and  it  is  here  where  I  fix  the  sudden  rise  of  the 
present  rebellion. 

In  order  to  evade  those  laws  against  unlawful  trade, 
those  who  were  concerned  in  it,  exerted  themselves  to  de- 
feat them.  Unluckily  for  the  Government,  at  that  junc- 
ture, a  person,  who  had  a  long  while  been  hunting  after 
preferment,  was  disappointed  of  his  game ;  on  which,  a 
friend  of  his,  who  was  versed  in  the  law,  vowed  revenge ; 
he  swore  that  he  would  set  the  Province  in  a  flame,  if  he 
died  in  the  attempt.  He  fulfilled  his  oath,  and  burnt  his 
fingers,  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  hath  irrecoverably  lost 
the  use  of  them.  Remember,  my  countrymen,  that  there 
is  one  sort  of  flame,  that  consumes  not  only  a  man's  pro- 
perty, but  also  a  man's  understanding,  and  ruins,  very 

.  often,  his  posterity,  also.     This  man's  adroitness  in  law 


was  thought  necessary  to  be  engaged  in  the  cause  of  de- 
feating acts  of  Parliament.  He  was  engaged,  and  he  had 
shrewdness  enough  to  start  a  thought  which,  artfully  pur- 
sued, hath,  generally,  its  expected  effect  in  all  popular 
commotions.  He  said,  that  it  was  necessary  to  inlist  a 
Black  regiment  in  their  service  ;  the  bait  was  snapped  at, 
and  many  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  too,  (too  many  for 
the  honour  of  the  Christian  religion,)  joined  in  the  cry. 
The  press  then  routed  out  its  libels ;  the  sacred  desk, 
which  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  the  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  rang  its  changes  on  Go- 
vernment, and  sounded  the  trumpet  of  sedition  and  rebel- 
lion. Boys,  who  had  just  thrown  away  their  satchels,  and 
who  could  scarcely  read  English,  mounted  the  pulpit,  and 
ventured  to  decide  on  matters  which  had  puzzled  the  sages 
of  the  law.  Nay,  they  could  not  be  contented  to  decide 
controversies  of  law,  in  their  harangues  to  their  audiences, 
but  must  show  their  parts  in  their  solemn  addresses  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  telling  Him  who  had  been  guilty  of  murder, 
where  the  law  had  pronounced  the  supposed  crime  to  be  only 
self-defence ;  and  some  of  them  even  debased  the  sacred 
character,  by  setting  on  the  rabble,  in  the  publick  street, 
to  insult  a  person  who  was  obnoxious  to  the  leaders  of  the 
mob.  At  the  same  time,  a  notorious  defaulter,  who  had 
pocketed  a  large  sum  of  the  publick  moneys,  in  order  to 
screen  himself,  took  it  into  his  head  to  mouth  it  for  pa- 
triotism ;  and,  by  artful  wiles  and  smooth  demeanour,  lie 
talked  the  people  out  of  their  understandings,  and  per- 
suaded them  to  give  him  a  discharge  from  the  debt,  on  ac- 
count of  his  patriotism.  This  man,  whom,  but  a  day 
before,  hardly  any  one  would  liave  trusted  with  a  shilling, 
and  whose  honesty  they  were  jealous  of,  now  became  the 
confidant  of  the  people.  With  his  oily  tongue,  he  duped 
a  man  whose  brains  were  shallow  and  pockets  deep,  and 
ushered  him  to  the  publick  as  a  patriot,  too.  He  filled  his 
head  with  importance,  and  emptied  his  pockets,  and,  as  a 
reward,  hath  kicked  him  up  the  ladder,  where  he  now  pre- 
sides over  the  Twelve  United  Provinces,  and  where  they 
both  are  at  present  plunging  you,  my  countrymen,  into  the 
depths  of  distress.  Libertinism,  riot,  and  robbery,  soon 
became  the  effects  of  this  sort  of  publick  spirit ;  houses 
were  plundered  and  demolished ;  persons  were  beat, 
abused,  tarred  and  feathered;  courts  of  justice  were  in- 
sulted ;  the  pillars  of  Government  were  destroyed ;  and 
no  way  to  escape  the  torrent  of  savage  barbarity  but  by 
paying  obeisance  to  the  sovereign  mandates  of  a  mob. 
Garrets  were  crowded  with  patriots ;  mechanicks  and  law- 
yers, porters  and  clergymen,  huddled  promiscuously  into 
them  ;  their  decisions  were  oracular,  and  from  thence  they 
poured  out  their  midnight  reveries.  They  soon  determined 
to  form  an  independent  empire.  Yes,  my  countrymen,  I 
assure  you  that  this  independent  empire,  which  you  are 
now  assisting  those  pretended  patriots  to  erect,  was  formed 
above  seven  years  ago,  though  I  dare  say  that  most  of  you 
are  ignorant  of  the  black  design.  And  one  of  the  patriots, 
(peace  be  to  his  manes !)  openly  avowed  it,  and  declared 
that  a  valuation  had  been  taken  of  the  estates  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  which,  be  supposed,  would  be  destroyed  by 
the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  all  the  friends 
of  licentiousness  were  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  estates 
of  the  friends  to  Government. 

The  patriots  were  determined  to  humble  Great  Britain ; 
and,  as  a  first  step,  they  promoted  a  Non-Importation  Agree- 
ment, at  the  same  time  that  the  wealthy  and  artful  among 
them  had  large  quantities  of  goods  by  them,  by  the  ad- 
vanced sale  of  which  they  made  fortunes,  and  ruined  the 
small  traders.  They  promised  to  send  their  new-imported 
goods  back  to  England ;  and,  instead  thereof,  their  trunks 
were  crowded  with  billets  of  wood,  shavings,  and  brick- 
bats, (to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  this  Province,)  when  they 
were  opened  in  England.  Some  of  the  patriots  carried 
about  papers  of  subscription  against  importing  goods  from 
England;  and  washing-women  and  porters,  in  order  to 
swell  the  list,  made  their  marks,  (for  write  ihey  could  not,) 
that  they  would  not  import  coaches  or  chariots  from  home. 
When  they  were  told  of  the  impropriety  of  such  a  conduct, 
and  that  the  scheme  would  have  no  effect,  they  replied, 
that  they  were  sensible  of  it,  but  Great  Britain  would  be 
scared  by  it.  They  hired  mercenaries  in  England  to  cabal 
and  write  for  them,  and  raise  an  insurrection.  When  they 
were  told  that  Great  Britain  would  be  roused,  they  said 
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that  she  was  not  to  be  dreaded  ;  that  she  had  neither  men 
nor  money  ;  that  there  was  more  money  in  the  Colonics 
than  in  England;  that,  if  siie  should  resent  it,  the  Colo- 
nies would  not  pay  her  the  millions  that  were  due  to  her. 
Not  content  with  this  insult,  the  General  Assembly  dis- 
avowed any  observance  of  Acts  of  Parliament.  Great 
Britain,  with  her  usual  lenity,  pitied  our  infatuation,  till 
she  was,  at  last,  forced  to  send  troops  to  support  civil  Go- 
vernment; those  troops  we  were  then  to  destroy,  and  we 
did  our  best  to  destroy  them,  but  felt  the  fatal  consequence 
of  the  attempt.  Our  violences  at  last  rose  to  such  a 
height,  that  injured  sovereignty  and  an  insulted  Govern- 
ment have  been  mused  to  assert  their  authority,  in  order 
to  curb  as  wanton  and  wicked  a  rebellion  as  ever  raged  in 
any  Government  upon  earth. 

Thus,  my  countrymen,  I  have  very  shortly  stated  to 
you,  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  present  rebellion.  I  be- 
lieve that  many,  if  not  most  of  you,  were  insensible  of  the 
ambitious  views  of  your  leaders.  I  do  not  think  that  you 
were  so  devoid  of  virtue  as  to  rush  into  so  horrid  a  crime 
at  one  leap ;  for,  let  me  tell  you,  that  it  is  the  highest  crime 
that  a  member  of  society  can  be  guilty  of,  and  the  punish- 
ment annexed  to  it  is  nothing  less  than  a  forfeiture  of  estate 
and  life.  Your  leaders  have  deceived  you  into  what  they 
do  not  believe  themselves  ;  they  were  desperate  themselves, 
and  they  have  involved  you  in  their  own  just  doom.  They 
tell  you  your  properties  and  religion  are  at  stake:  your 
ministers  tell  you  so  too;  and  I  know  that  you  are  too  apt 
to  take  all  they  say  for  gospel.  But  pray,  what  danger  is 
your  religion  in  ?  Why,  it  is  said,  that  Popery  is  established 
in  Canada,  and  will  be  established  here.  No,  my  country- 
men !  Popery  is  not  established  in  Canada,  let  your  teach- 
ers and  leaders  assert  it  never  so  roundly  ;  it  is  only  in- 
dulged to  the  Roman  Catholicks  there.  Your  Continental 
Congress  says  God  and  nature  have  given  them  a  right  to 
the  enjoyment  of  their  religion;  it  is  what  they  capitulated 
for  with  General  Amherst ;  it  is  what  the  just,  the  humane 
King  George  the  Third,  confirmed  to  them.  This  is  the 
King  whom  you  so  lately  professed  allegiance  to,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  Parliament ;  not  considering  that  it  was  by  acts 
of  Parliament  that  the  Crown  was  placed  upon  his  head, 
and  on  the  heads  of  his  predecessors.  It  seems,  indeed, 
that  your  leaders  have  more  lately  found  out  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  deny  the  authority  of  the  King,  as  they  have  been 
daring  in  denying  that  of  his  Parliament.  Witness  their 
late  Thanksgiving  Proclamation,  which  concludes  with  a 
"God  save  the  People,"  instead  of  the  heretofore  invariable 
"God  save  the  King."  Will  it  not  suffice  your  leaders  to 
mock  the  King,  but  they  must  mock  Heaven  also?  Read 
it  over;  view  the  cloven  foot  of  one  of  your  spiritual  guides 
peeping  out,  whose  pen  fabricated  the  mockery,  and  whose 
foot  has  many  a  time  trod  the  recesses  of  rebellion  with  the 
cabal,  and  1  dare  to  say,  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  mole- 
like,  underground  cunning  and  priestcraft,  that  this,  once  . 
over-happy,  but  now  miserably  distracted  Province,  had  not 
been  so  soon  involved  in  distress. 

I  would  ask  you,  also,  my  countrymen,  how  your  pro- 
perties are  at  stake?  You  will,  doubtless,  tell  me,  that  acts 
of  Parliament  have  been  made  to  oblige  you  to  pay  duties 
upon  various  articles.  Be  it  so.  Why  then  do  you  pur- 
chase articles  that  are  to  pay  duties?  Why  then  did  you 
not  petition,  in  a  constitutional  manner,  to  have  those  acts 
repealed  ?  The  British  Parliament  never  assumed  to  them- 
selves infallibility;  and  many  a  time  have  they  repealed 
American  acts,  when  they  have  been  convinced  that  the 
enforcement  of  them  was  incompatible  with  the  mutual  in- 
terest. It  is  true,  your  leaders  did  petition  ;  but  in  such  an 
unconstitutional  manner,  that  it  was  below  the  dignity,  and 
contrary  to  the  system  of  the  English  Government,  to  hear 
such  petitions ;  and  this  your  leaders  knew  must  be  the  fate 
of  them;  and  this  method  they  planned,  in  order  to  effect 
their  independence,  and  make  themselves  of  that  impor- 
tance to  you  which  they  now  appear  in.  But  you  can 
have  no  just  plea  for  entering  so  deeply  into  opposition 
against  the  parent  state.  You  may  know,  if  you  please, 
that  King  Charles  the  First  granted  to  our  ancestors  a 
charter;  you  may  call  it  a  compact,  if  you  please,  loo; 
and,  if  it  be  so,  the  argument  will  be  much  against  you  ;  for 
in  that  you  compacted  to  pay  duties  after  a  short  term  of 
years,  and  you  have  been  fulfilling  your  compact  by  pay- 
ing duties  for  above  an  hundred  years  past ;  till  of  late,  the 


scandalous  smuggling  business  reared  its  front  against  the 
laws,  and  brought  the  slate  into  its  present  distraction. 
You  have  been  told,  also,  that  your  land  was  to  be  taxed, 
and  that  you  were  to  be  brought  into  Lordships.  This,  I 
know,  hath  been  artfully  propagated  among  you,  and  1  dare 
assert  it  to  be  groundless.  There  is  loo  much  justice  and 
benignity  in  the  English  Government  to  advance  such  a 
scheme;  and,  supposing  thai  they  had  it  in  their  idea  to  do 
it,  so  violent  an  opposition  ought  to  have  been  suspended, 
at  least,  till  the  scheme  had  been  brought  into  action  ;  it  is 
like  one  man's  culling  another's  throat,  lest  the  other  might 
possibly  injure  his  grandchildren. 

I  am  loath  to  detain  you  any  longer,  my  countrymen, 
from  sober  reflection.  For  God's  sake,  for  your  own  sakes, 
for  your  wives'  and  children's  sake,  pause  a  moment,  and 
weigh  the  event  of  this  unnatural  civil  war.  You  have 
roused  the  British  Lion ;  you  have  incensed  that  Power 
which  hath  crushed  much  greater  Powers  than  you  can 
boast  of,  and  hath  done  it  without  your  aid  too.  Great 
Britain  is  not  so  distressed  for  men  or  money  as  some 
would  make  you  believe.  Your  conduct  hath  raised  the 
resentment  of  the  greatest  Powers  in  Europe,  and  she  may, 
if  she  pleases,  accept  of  their  proffered  aid.  But  your 
priests  and  your  leaders  tell  you  otherwise  ;  and  I  will  just 
put  the  case,  that,  supposing  Heaven  in  righteous  judgment, 
should  sufici  yuu  lu  i;uiii|uer;  look  forward  then  to  the  fatal 
consequences  of  your  conquest.  You  will  be  conquered  by 
an  army  of  your  own  raising ;  and  then  your  dreaded  slavery 
is  6xed ;  the  ambition  and  desperation  of  your  leaders  will 
then  demand  the  fruit  of  all  their  toils.  Turn  back  a  few 
pages  of  the  English  history;  read  the  account  of  the  civil 
wars  of  the  last  century;  and  view  the  triumph,  and  absolute 
sway  of  that  tyrant  Cromwell;  he,  like  some  of  your  lead- 
ers, began  with  humoring  the  enthusiasm  of  the  times,  and 
ended  the  parricide  of  his  country.  Let  me  suppose  again, 
as  you  vainly  imagine,  that  this  will  not  be  the  case,  and 
that  when  you  have  conquered,  you  will  then  beat  all  your 
swords  into  ploughshares ;  how  long  do  you  think  it  will 
be  before  you  are  obliged  to  change  sides,  and  beat  your 
ploughshares  into  swords  again?  You  will  then  have 
twelve  or  fourteen  Colonies  to  form  into  an  independci.t 
empire.  Where  then  is  to  be  the  seat  of  empire?  Surely 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  hath  the  best  title  to  precedence  ; 
they  begun  the  rebellion,  and  they  have  the  best  title  to 
reward.  Do  you  think  that  the  other  Colonies  cannot  fur- 
nish as  artful  demagogues  as  this  Province  can  ?  Do  not 
imagine  that  we  are  the  men,  and  that  wisdom  is  to  die 
with  us.  We  shall  be  cantoned  out  into  petty  States;  we 
shall  be  involved  in  perpetual  wars,  for  an  inch  or  two  of 
ground ;  our  fertile  fields  will  be  deluged  with  blood ;  our 
wives  and  children  be  involved  in  the  horrid  scene  ;  foreign 
Powers  will  step  in  and  share  in  the  plunder  that  remains, 
and  those  who  are  left  to  tell  the  story  will  be  reduced  to  a 
more  abject  slavery  than  that  which  you  now  dread.  The 
Colonies  are  too  jealous  of  each  olher  to  remain  long  in  a 
state  of  friendship. 

I  will  now,  my  fellow-citizens,  change  the  scene,  to  a 
more  eligible  view  for  your  interest,  and  suppose  it  possible, 
(though  you  do  not  think  it  so,)  that  Great  Britain  can 
conquer  you,  and  that,  instead  of  being  victors,  you  may  be 
subjects  again.  You  will  then  have  the  mildest  Govern- 
ment to  live  under — a  Government  to  be  envied  by  the  rest 
of  mankind,  and  whose  only  unhapplness  is,  that  it  is  too 
apt  to  abuse  that  libeity  which  God  and  the  Constitution 
hath  blessed  it  with.  Siie  haih  been  loath  to  call  you  con- 
quered ;  she  hath,  like  an  over  fond  parent,  indulged  your 
peevishness,  and  withheld  her  resentment  until  she  hath  felt 
the  smart  of  her  indulgence ;  she  is  now  roused,  but  her 
resentment  is  tempered  with  mildness.  He  whom  you  for- 
merly acknowledged  for  your  Sovereign,  drops  the  tear  of 
pity  for  you,  in  his  late  speech  from  the  Throne — a  speech 
so  attempered  with  paternal  pity.  Royal  firmness  of  mind, 
and  sentiment  of  dignity,  as  distinguishes  the  speaker  as  the 
father  of  his  country,  and  the  ornament  of  human  nature. 
Clemency  he  is  distinguished  for ;  he  is  revered  for  his 
humanity;  but  his  soul  is  impressed  with  too  much  magnani- 
mity to  suffer  his  laws,  and  the  rights  of  his  subjects,  to  be 
trampled  under  the  foot  of  rebellion  ;  he  holds  out  the 
sceptre  of  mercy,  that  bright  gem  of  his  Royal  dignity,  for 
you  to  embrace  ;  but  if  you  choose  to  kiss  the  rod  of  his  jus- 
tice, be  you  yourselves  witnesses  that  it  is  not  his  choice. 


653 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  1776. 


G54 


Remember  that  Heaven  punishes  but  to  save.  The  God 
of  heaven  l)ath  repeatedly  checked  rebellion,  and  our  own 
history  confirms  its  defeats.  Rebellion  is  so  odious  in  the 
eyes  of  all  rational  beings,  that  it  is  for  the  universal  good 
that  it  should  be  suppressed ;  it  saps  the  foundation  of  moral 
virtue,  and,  therefore,  it  is  for  the  general  interest  that  all 
nature  should  rise  in  arms  against  it ;  and  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt,  that  Providence  will  arrest  it  in  its  career. 
When  that  time  conies,  complain  not  that  you  were  not 
forewarned,  and  bear  your  own  punishment  without  mur- 
muring. 

That  you  may  seriously  reflect  on  your  own  impending 
fate,  and  the  fate  of  your  wives  and  innocent  children, 
before  yon  take  the  deadly  plunge,  and  that  you  may 
immediately  retire  from  the  precipice  of  ruin,  is  the  friendly 
wish  of  your  fellow-citizen,  Z.  Z. 


TO  MESHECK  WEARE. 

Portsmouth,  January  II,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  As  the  Committee  chosen  yesterday,  by  this 
town,  are  just  going  to  Exeter,  with  a  petition  and  remon- 
strance to  the  Congress,  against  their  proceedings,  1  thought 
I  would  just  inform  you  of  it,  for  1  think  it  gives  a  silly 
cast  to  all  their  doings.  I  hope  they  will  not  comply  with 
their  request.  The  objection  was  first  started  in  the  Com- 
mittee, at  the  Work-House,  the  night  before  last,  and  the 
town-meeting  called  yesterday.  The  meeting  was  very 
thin,  not  above  forty  or  fifty  persons  in  it ;  every  one  in  the 
meeting  voted  for  it,  though,  1  believe,  they  were  actuated 
from  different  motives.  They  voted  to  send  circular  letters 
to  all  the  towns,  that  they  may  remonstrate  likewise.  It  was 
proposed,  I  think,  by  designing  men,  on  purpose  to  make  a 
division  in  the  Colony,  and  I  believe  will  go  near  to  effect 
it,  unless  the  wisdom  of  the  Congress  prevent  it. 

I  am,  &c.,  Veritas. 


INSTRUCTION'S  TO  MARYLAND  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

In  Convention,  held  at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland,  Janu- 
ary 11,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca, 
Samuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  Robert  Alexander,  and 
John  Rogers,  Esquires. 

The  Convention,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  present  state  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies,  think  it  proper  to 
deliver  you  their  sentiments,  and  to  instruct  you  in  certain 
points,  relative  to  your  conduct  in  Congress,  as  Represen- 
tatives of  this  Province. 

The  experience  we  and  our  ancestors  have  had,  of  the 
mildness  and  equity  of  the  English  Constitution,  under 
which  we  have  grown  up  to,  and  enjoyed  a  state  of  felici- 
ty, not  exceeded  among  any  people  we  know  of,  until  the 
grounds  of  the  present  controversy  were  laid  by  the  Mi- 
nistry and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  has  most  strongly 
endeared  to  us  that  form  of  Government  from  whence 
these  blessings  have  been  derived,  and  makes  us  ardently 
wish  for  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  upon 
terms  that  may  ensure  to  these  Colonies  an  equal  and  per- 
manent freedom. 

To  this  Constitution  we  are  attached,  not  merely  by 
habit,  but  by  principle,  being  in  our  judgments  persuaded 
it  is,  of  all  known  systems,  best  calculated  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — to  guard  against  despotism  on  the 
one  hand,  and  licentiousness  on  the  other. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  warmly  recommend 
to  you,  to  keep  constantly  in  your  view  the  avowed  end  and 
purpose  for  which  these  Colonies  originally  associated — 
the  redress  of  American  grievances,  and  securing  the  rights 
of  the  Colonists. 

As  upon  the  attainment  of  these  great  objects,  we  shall 
think  it  our  greatest  happiness  to  be  thus  firmly  united  to 
Great  Britain,  we  think  proper  to  instruct  you,  that  should 
any  proposition  be  happily  made  by  the  Crown  or  Parlia- 
ment, that  may  lead  to  or  lay  a  rational  and  probable  ground 
for  reconciliation,  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  it  into  a  happy  settlement  and  laslintr 
amity,  taking  care  to  secure  the  Colonies  against  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  assumed  by  Parliament,  to  tax  them,  and 


to  alter  and  change  their  Charters,  Constitutions,  and  inter- 
nal polity,  without  their  consent — powers  incompatible  with 
the  essential  securities  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 
of  the  Colonists. 

We  further  instruct  you,  that  you  do  not,  without  the 
previous  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Convention  of 
this  Province,  assent  to  any  proposition  to  declare  these 
Colonies  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  nor 
to  any  proposition  for  making  or  entering  into  alliance 
with  any  foreign  Power,  nor  to  any  union  or  confederation 
of  these  Colonies,  which  may  necessarily  lead  to  a  sepa- 
ration from  the  mother  country,  unless,  in  your  judgments, 
or  in  the  judgments  of  any  four  of  you,  or  a  majority  of 
the  whole  of  you,  (if  all  shall  be  then  attending  in  Con- 
gress,) it  shall  be  thought  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies;  and 
should  a  majority  of  the  Colonies  in  Congress,  against 
such,  your  judgment,  resolve  to  declare  these  Colonies  in- 
dependent of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  make  or 
enter  into  alliance  with  any  foreign  Power,  or  into  any 
union  or  confederation  of  these  Colonics,  which  may  neces- 
sarily lead  to  a  separation  from  the  mother  country,  then 
we  instruct  you,  immediately,  to  call  the  Convention  of  this 
Province,  and  repair  therelo  with  such  proposition  and 
resolve,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  said  Convention,  for 
their  consideration  ;  and  this  Convention  will  not  hold  this 
Province  bound  by  such  majority  in  Congress,  until  the 
representative  body  of  the  Province,  in  Convention,  assent 
thereto. 

Desirous  as  we  are  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  upon 
safe  and  honourable  terms,  we  wish  you,  nevertheless,  and 
instruct  you  to  join  with  the  other  Colonies,  in  such  mili- 
tary operations  as  may  be  judged  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  common  defence,  until  such  a  peace  can  be  happily 
obtained. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  assure  you  we  have  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  you,  we  must  observe  to  you, 
as  our  opinion,  that,  in  the  relation  of  constituent  and  repre- 
sentative, one  principal  security  of  the  former  is  the  right 
he  holds  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  latter. 
We  can  conceive  no  case  to  exist  in  which  it  would  be  of 
more  importance  to  exercise  this  right  than  the  present, 
nor  any  in  which  we  can  suppose  the  representative  would 
more  willingly  acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  it.  We,  there- 
fore, instruct  you,  that  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to 
obtain,  a  resolve  of  Congress,  that  the  votes  given  by  the 
Colonies  on  every  question  agitated  in  Congress,  shall 
appear  upon  the  journals  thereof;  and  if  such  resolve  be 
obtained,  that  you,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  pro 
cure  copies  of  the  said  journals,  except  such  parts  thereof 
as  relate  to  military  operations  and  measures  taken  to  pro- 
cure arms  and  ammunition,  and,  from  time  to  time,  lay  the 
same  before  the  Conventions  of  this  Province,  showing 
the  part  you,  as  Representatives  of  this  Province,  take  in 
such  questions. 

And  we  further  instruct  you  to  move  for,  and  endeavour 
to  obtain,  a  resolve  of  Congress,  that  no  person  who  holds 
any  military  command  in  the  Continental,  or  any  Provin-" 
cial  regular  forces,  or  marine  service,  nor  any  person  who 
holds  or  enjoys  any  office  of  profit  under  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  any  Government  assumed  since  the  present 
controversy  with  Great  Britain  began,  or  which  shall  here 
after  be  assumed,  or  who  directly  or  indirectly  receives  the 
profits  of  such  command  or  office,  shall,  durin"  the  time  of 
his  holding  or  receiving  the  same,  be  eligible  to  sit  in 
Congress. 

JOHN    HANCOCK   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  January  12,  1776, 

Gentlemen  :  The  repeated  proofs  which  our  enemies 
have  given,  of  their  rage  and  malice,  leave  no  doubt  that 
they  will  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  effect  our  de- 
struction. Through  the  favour  of  Providence,  our  success 
in  Canada  has  prevented  them  from  employing  the  Savages 
against  our  frontiers.  But  as  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
they  will  attempt,  in  the  Spring,  to  recover  possession  of 
that  country,  the  Congress  have  resolved  to  support  nine 
battalions  for  its  defence  this  year:  One  of  Canadians, 
under  Colonel  James  Livingston;  two,  to  be  composed  ot 
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those  brave  iroops  serving  there — an  honour  due  to  their 
bravery  and  merit,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  defending  a 
country  whicii  their  valor  has  rescued  from  slavery;  three 
from  Pennsylvania  and  New-Jersey,  of  \vi)ich  two  are 
under  marching  orders ;  and  the  remaining  tliree  to  be 
raised  to  the  eastward,  viz :  one  in  your  Colony,  one  in 
Connecticut,  and  one  in  New- York;  as  you  see  by  the 
enclosed  resolve. 

As  the  arrival  of  the  troops  in  due  time  will  greatly  con- 
duce to  the  preservation  of  that  country,  and  defeat  the 
designs  of  our  enemies,  and,  as  the  month  of  February, 
which  is  fast  approaching,  is  the  best,  indeed,  the  only  time 
before  Summer,  of  crossing  the  Lakes,  the  Congress  rely 
that  you  will,  according  to  your  usual  zeal,  exert  your  ut- 
most endeavours  to  have  the  battalions  from  your  Colony 
raised  and  sent  forward  with  all  possible  expedition. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 

A  battalion  to  consist  of  eight  companies ;  each  company 
of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Ser- 
geants, four  Corporals,  a  Drum  and  Fife,  and  seventy-six 
Privates,  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  and  Surgeon. 


REPRESENTATION  OF  THE    FIELD-OFFICERS  OF  THE  PENN- 
SYLVANIA BATTALIONS. 
[Road  January  11,  1776.] 

The  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised  in 
Pennsylvania,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Congress :  That 
considerable  inconveniences  will  arise  from  the  battalions 
consisting  of  seven  battalion  companies,  that  number  not 
answering  for  subdivisions,  and  rendering  all  the  manoeuvres 
more  difficult.  They,  therefore,  request  that  another  com- 
pany may  be  added  to  the  battalion ;  or,  if  it  should  be 
thought  that  would  increase  their  number  too  much,  that 
the  battalion  companies  be  reduced  to  sixty-eight  men 
each,  in  which  mode  there  may  be  eight  companies  to  a 
battalion,  and  a  company  of  light-infantry,  without  increa- 
sing the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by  the  present  esta- 
blishment  of  Congress.  ^^^^^^  g^  ^^^^^^ 

John  Shee, 
Anthony  Wayne, 
Lambert  Cadwallader, 
William  Allen,  Jun., 
Joseph  Penrose, 
Joseph  Wood, 
Henry  Bickey. 


LORD  STIRLING  TO   NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Elizabethtown,  January  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  the  Continental  Congress  have  put  me  under 
orders  to  march  the  two  New-Jersey  regiments,  in  their 
service,  to  the  city  of  New-  York,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  request  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  that  Province 
to  provide  for  their  reception  and  quarters,  and  that  they 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  me  when  these  will  be  in 
readiness. 

The  one  hundred  fire-locks,  which  the  New-  York  Con- 
gress have  promised  to  furnish  for  my  regiment,  I  hope 
are  ready,  and  that  they  will  forward  them  to  me  as  soon 
as  possible. 

1  am  informed  that  the  enemies  to  American  liberty  are 
very  busy  on  Stolen- Island,  and  that  some  dangerous  move- 
ments are  now  going  on  among  them.  My  situation  Lore 
renders  it  convenient  to  me  to  disarm  them,  or  to  take 
and  secure  such  as  may  be  thought  worthy  of  so  much 
notice.  When  it  is  intimated  to  me  that  such  a  measure 
is  necessary,  it  will  be  executed. 

You  will  see  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  utmost  secrecy 
being  observed  in  all  these  matters. 
^  I  am,  your  most  humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-  York. 

P.  S.  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  a  copy  of  this  letter  being 
returned  to  me.  

THOMAS  WICKES  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Huntington,  January  12,  1776. 

.  Sir:  We  are  to  inform  you  we  received  the  powder 
sent  over  by  Colonel  Drake,  but  Mr.  Smith  has  not  yet 


come,  or  sent  for  it.  As  there  is  a  number  of  commissions 
wanting,  please  to  convey  them  to  us  by  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Piatt,  or  some  other  safe  hand,  viz :  John  ISxtffit,  Captain  ; 
Isaac  Thompson,  First  Lieutenant ;  Zebulon  Ketcham,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Ketcham,  Ensign,  for  the  Fourth 
Company:  Piatt  Veal,  Captain  ;  Michel  Heart,  First  Lieu- 
tenant;  Isaac  Dennis,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Conck- 
ling.  Ensign,  for  the  fifth  company,  all  of  the  First  Regi- 
ment. 

We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

Thomas  Wickes,  Chairman. 
To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman,  k,c. 


GENERAL  CARLETON  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Quebeck,  January  13,  1776. 

Sir:  The  5th  of  December,  Mr.  Montgomery  took  post 
at  St.  Croix,  within  less  than  two  miles  of  Quebeck,  with 
some  field  artillery;  his  heavy  cannon  were  landed  at  Ca- 
prouge ;  at  the  same  time  Arnold's  party  took  possession 
of  the  other  avenues  leading  to  the  town,  and  prevented 
all  communication  with  the  country.  The  7th,  a  woman 
stole  into  town,  with  letters  addressed  to  the  principal 
merchants,  advising  them  to  an  immediate  submission,  and 
promising  a  great  indulgence  in  case  of  their  compliance. 
Enclosed  was  a  letter  to  me,  in  very  extraordinary  lan- 
guage, and  a  summons  to  deliver  up  the  town ;  the  mes- 
senger was  sent  to  prison  for  a  few  days,  and  drummed 
out. 

To  give  more  efficacy  to  these  letters,  five  small  mortars 
were  brought  to  St.  Roque's,  and  a  battery  of  five  cannon 
and  one  howitzer  raised  upon  the  heights,  within  about 
seven  hundred  yards  of  the  walls.  Soon  after,  Arnold 
appeared  with  a  white  Hag,  said  he  had  a  letter  for  me, 
but  was  refused  admittance,  and  ordered  to  carry  back  his 
letter. 

After  every  preparatory  stratagem  had  been  used  to  in- 
timidate our  wretched  garrison,  as  Mr.  Montgomery  was 
pleased  to  call  it,  an  assault  was  given  the  31  st- of  Decem- 
bcr,  between  four  and  five  of  the  morning,  during  a  snow 
storm  from  the  northeast.  The  alarm  was  general.  From 
the  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  along  the  fortified  front, 
round  to  the  Bason,  every  part  seemed  equally  threatened. 
Two  real  attacks  took  place  upon  the  lower  town :  one 
under  Cape-Diamond,  led  by  Mr.  Montgomery ;  the  other 
by  Mr.  Arnold,  upon  the  part  called  the  SatU  au  Matelot, 
This,  at  first,  met  with  some  success,  but,  in  the  end,  was 
stopped.  A  sally  from  the  upper  town,  under  Captain 
Laws,  attacked  their  rear,  and  sent  in  many  prisoners; 
Captain  McDougal  afterwards  reinforced  this  party,  and 
followed  the  Rebels  into  the  post  they  had  taken.  Thus 
Mr.  Arnold's  corps  (himself  and  a  few  others  excepted, 
who  were  wounded  and  carried  off  early,)  were  completely 
ruined.  They  were  caught,  as  it  were,  in  a  trap;  we 
brought  in  their  five  mortars  and  one  cannon.  The  other 
attack  was  soon  repulsed,  with  slaughter;  Mr.  Montgo- 
mery was  left  among  the  dead. 

The  Rebels  have  on  this  assault  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  men,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  officers,  killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.  We  had  only  one  lieu- 
tenant of  the  navy,  doing  duty  as  a  captain  in  the  garrison, 
and  four  rank  and  file,  killed,  and  thirteen  rank  and  file 
wounded  ;  two  of  the  latter  are  since  dead. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  first  opportunity,  for  His  Ma- 
jesty's information,  &ic.  GuyCarleton.     ' 


MOVEMENTS  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  AT  RHODE-ISLAND. 

Providence,  January  20,  177G. 

On  Friday,  the  12th  instant,  Captain  Wallace,  with  ail 
the  vessels  under  his  command,  consisting  of  twelve  sail, 
came  up  the  river  from  Newport,  and  at  four  o'clock,  in  the 
afternoon,  landed  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  the 
Island  of  Prudence,  where  about  forty  or  fifty  of  our  men 
were  stationed,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Pearce. 
They  were  soon  fired  on  by  the  enemy,  whicli  was  return- 
ed with  much  spirit ;  but  Captain  Pearce,  finding  the  enemy 
greatly  superior  in  number,  retreated,  and  with  his  men 
went  off  the  Island  ;  he  had  ope  man  wounded  and  taken 
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prisoner,  and,  it  is  said,  several  of  llie  enemy  were  killed     will  gladly  enter  with  you,  witli  ail  tlie  cheerfulness  in  the 
and  wounded.     The  enemy,  about  sun-set,  burnt  seven     world,  and,  therefore,  beg,  if  any  vacancy  should  offer,  you 
i„i      1    .1-1    1    •       J-  1   1 „    1,.-     will  be  kind  enough  to  keep  it  for  me,  consistent  with  y out 


houses  on  the  Island,  which  being  discovered  here,  his 
Honour,  tiie  Deputy-Governour,  General  ff'est,  Colonels 
liichmond,  Martin,  and  Cook,  Captain  .(4//cn,  and  Captain 
Wells,  immediately  set  out  to  send  forces  upon  the  Island, 
by  way  of  Warren  and  Bristol;  from  the  former  of  which 
places  General  M'est  ordered  fifty  men,  directing  them  to 
join  such  as  should  be  collected  at  Warwick-Neck,  and 
proceed  to  the  Island.  His  Honour,  wit!)  the  General, 
then  went  to  Bristol,  and  sent  off  Major  Talnian,  with 
eighty  men,  in  whale-boats,  who  landed  about  the  dawn  of 
day.  Captain  Barton,  with  a  few  men,  had  landed  from 
Head-Quarters,  but  those  at  Warwick-Neck  were  not  able 
to  join  them  for  want  of  boats.  About  nine  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  enemy  landed  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  and  attacked  Lieutenant  Car,  who  was  stationed  with 
a  guard  of  forty  men,  to  observe  their  motions;  the  re- 
mainder of  our  men,  about  fifty  in  number,  soon  coming 
up,  a  smart  engagement  ensued,  which  lasted  three  hours. 
The  enemy  several  times  sent  out  flanking  parties,  which 
were  as  often  drove  back  to  their  main  body.  They  were 
at  length  drove  to  their  vessels,  leaving  our  people  in  pos- 
session of  the  Island,  having  the  night  before  got  on  board 
about  one  hundred  sheep ;  but  no  cattle  are  missing.  Two 
of  their  men  were  found   dead  after  the  action,  and  one 


honour  and  convenience.     So  wishing  you  all  the  success 
imaginable,  I  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Wall. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins,  on  board  the  ship  Alfred,  per  favour 
of  Captain  Stone.  , 

N.  B.  As  for  news,  I  refer  you  to  Captain  Stone.  My 
best  compliments  to  brother  John  and  Abraham  Whipple. 

W.  W. 

JOSIAH  BARTLETT  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OP 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  January  13,  1776.  .' 

Gentlemen  :  In  order  that  General  Schuyler  niay  be 
properly  informed  what  pay  the  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
served  in  the  expedition  to  Canada  last  year,  have  received 
from  their  respective  Colonies,  the  Congress  passed  the 
enclosed  resolve,  which  they  have  ordered  me  to  transmit 
to  you.  An  order  of  Congress,  for  raising  a  regiment  in  the 
western  parts  of  our  Province,  for  Canada,  will  be  sent  you 
by  the  President. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

JOSIAH  BaRTLETT. 


wounded  in  the  thigh ;  they  likewise  carried  off  a  number     To  the  Convention,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New 


of  killed  and  wounded,  particularly  an  officer,  that  appear- 
ed to  be  badly  wounded,  and  who,  it  is  supposed,  had  the 
command.  We  had  only  three  men  slightly  wounded. 
Our  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  bravery, 
and  had  there  been  boats  at  Warwick,  to  carry  over  the 
reinforcements  from  thence,  it  is  thought  the  enemy's 
whole  party  would  have  been  killed  or  taken.  Sunday 
evening  the  enemy  burnt  two  buildings  on  Paiience-hland ; 


Hampshire. 

"  In  Congress,  January  8,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  the  Ge- 
neral Assemblies  o(  Massachusetts- Bay  anA  Nero-Hamp- 
shire, and  the  Convention  of  New-  York,  be  written  to 
forthwith,  by  the  Delegates  of  the  said  Colonies,  respec- 
tively, to  furnish  General  Schuyler  with  the  amount  of 
money  paid  to  any  persons  in  the  Army  under  his  com- 


on  Monday  they  cut  a  quantity  of  wood  at  Hope-Island,     ma»d,  specifying  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 


and  yesterday,  it  is  said,  returned  to  Newport 

While  the  bomb  brig  lay  off  Prudence,  the  gunner  and 
five  seamen  made  their  escape  in  a  boat,  and  arrived  safe 
at  Bristol, 


money  was  paid  by  their  order. 


BAYARD,  JACKSON  AND  COMPANY,  TO  CAPTAIN  MESTON,  ' 

Fliiladelphia,  January  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  Our  snow  Dickenson,  being  now  loaded  and  ready 
for  sea,  we  hereby  direct  you  to  proceed  in  her  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch  from  this  port  to  the  port  of  Nantes,  in  France. 
On  your  passage,  you  are  to  improve  wind  and  weather,  to 
confirm  our  hopes  that  you  will  get  possession  of  Quebeck,    the  best  advantage,  constantly  endeavouring  to  make  your 
if  not  already  in  your  hands.     I  must  beg,  therefore,  your     passage  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  and  carefully  avoid- 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  MONTGOMERY. 

Cambridge,  January  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Every  account  from  your  quarter  serves  to 


attention  to  tlie  wants  of  the  Army  here,  which  are  not  few, 
and,  if  they  cannot  in  some  part  be  supplied  by  you,  I  do 
not  know  where  else  I  can  apply. 

After  powder,  the  principal  deficiency  is  that  of  arms; 
those  brought  in  by  the  soldiers  are  so  very  indifferent  that 
1  cannot  place  confidence  in  them. 


ing  to  speak  to  any  vessel.  On  your  arrival  at  Nantes, 
you  are  to  apply  to  Messrs.  Montandouin  and  Frere,  mer- 
chants there,  and  to  whom  you  are  consigned ;  they  will 
receive  your  cargo,  which  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in  deli- 
vering, and  there  take  on  board  such  goods  as  they  have 
orders  to  ship  in  return  ;  with  which  you  are  to  proceed 


Blankets  and   clothing  we  are  very    deficient  in.     Of  immediately  for  this  port,  observing  the  directions  given 

these,  and  other  necessaries,  I  am  taught  to  believe  there  you  as  above.     On  your  arrival  off  our  Capes,  you  are  to 

is  abundance  in  Canada.     Quebeck  is,  1  suppose,  the  great  stand  off,  and  on  making  a  signal,  by  hoisting  your  jack  to 

magazine  for  them,  and  all  kind  of  military  stores.  I  hope  it  your  foretopmast-head,  when  you  will  be  answered,  either 

will  be  in  your  power  to  forward  to  this  place  from  thence  from  the  Light-House  or  Cape-May,  by  a  sheet  hung  out. 

a  sufficient  quantity  to  relieve  our  wants.     Whatever  you  Upon  seeing  this,  you  are  to  conclude  there  is  no  danger  ia 

can  spare,  we  shall  have  occasion  for,  and  your  sending  your  way,  and  immediately  proceed  up  the  bay;  but  iffafter 

them,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  will  be  doing  vast  ser-  making  your  signal  for  six  or  eight  hours,  you  should  see 


vice  to  this  Army,  and  very  much  oblige  sir,  yours, 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Richard  Montgomery,  Canada. 

P.  S.  Arms  we  are  exceedingly  in  want  of.  Tiiese  I 
would  wish  to  receive  without  delay,  if  you  can  supply 
them  from  the  King's  stores  in  (Quebeck. 


no  signal,  from  either  the  Light-House  or  Cape-May,  you 
are  then  to  proceed  along  the  coast  towards  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  and  endeavour  to  land  your  cargo  in  the  best  man- 
ner you  can,  putting  it  in  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  the 
place  where  it  is  landed,  or  some  persons  of  property,  for 
the  use  of  the  Congress,  and  immediately  despatch  an  ex- 
press with  an  account  of  your  proceedings  to  us.  We  have 
the  greatest  dependance  in  your  vigilance  and  activity  in 
prosecuting  this  voyage.  Should  you  succeed,  as  we  pray 
God  you  may,  you   will    not    only  recommend  yourself 


WILLIAM  WALL  TO   ADMIRAL  HOPKINS. 

Baltimore,  January  13,  1776, 

Dear  Sir  :  This  will  be  handed  you  by  Captain  Stone,    ^'^ongly  to  our  further  notice,  but  you  will  be  considered 
et.  sloop-of-war.  .'         j        i  'as  rendermg  an  essential   service  to  your  country.     You 


of  the  Hornet,  sloop- 

At  my  arrival  here,  I  found  my  vessel,  agreeably  to  my 
expectations,  with  great  satisfaction,  and  after  that  1  waited 
on  Captain  Sto7ic,  and  gave  your  compliments  to  him,  and 
delivered  your  message,  which  I  hope  may  prove  satisfac- 
tory. My  business  is  so  at  present,  th;it  i  cannot  come  to 
you  by  this  opportunity  of  Captain  Stone,  or  otherwise 
would,  with  all  my  heart;  but  after  the  business  is  done, 
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must  be  sensible  the  success  of  this  voyage  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depends  upon  conduct ;  we  doubt  not  you  will  endea- 
vour to  acquit  yourself  in  a  suitable  manner. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  pleasant  voyage,  and  a  quick 
and  prosperous  return,  we  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants, „  . 

Bayard,  Jackson  Si  Co. 

To  Captain  William  Meston. 
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P.  S.  Beside  the  goods  that  may  be  shipped  on  board 
you,  by  Messrs.  Monlandouin  and  Frerc,  in  return  for  your 
cargo,  you  are  to  receive  on  board  any  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  you  may  have  room  for,  that  may  be  offered 
for  account  of  the  Congress  by  any  person  whatever.* 

Yours,  Bayakd,  Jackson  &  Co. 


BATARD,  JACKSON  AND  CO.,  TO  THE  FRENCH  MERCHANTS. 

PliiUdclphia,  January  18,  1775. 
Gentlemen:  We  wrote  you  tlie  28th  o{  April  last,  and 
enclosed  the  account  of  sales  of  your  last  adventure,  at  the 
same  time  ordered  Captain  James  Johnston,  of  our  snow 
Dickenson ,  to  remit  you  the  balance,  (one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  four  pence  ster- 
ling,) which,  by  his  account,  we  find  he  did  do  from  Bristol, 
since  which  we  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a  line  from 

This  serves  to  hand  you  invoice  and  bills  of  lading  of  a 
valuable  cargo  of  flour,  spermaceti  candles,  and  beeswax, 
shipped  on  board  our  snow  Dickenson,  to  your  address, 
which  we  wish  safe  to  your  hands.  We  would  have  this 
cargo  immediately  sold,  and  the  net  proceeds  laid  out  in 
fifteen  tons  of  gunpowder;  or,  if  gunpowder  is  not  to  be 
had,  as  much  saltpetre,  with  a  portion  of  fifteen  pounds  of 
sulphur  to  each  hundred  weight  of  saltpetre,  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  make  that  quantity  of  gunpowder;  and  one 
thousand  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  fitted  with  bayonets 
and  steel  ramrods ;  and  one  thousand  bolts  of  Russia  duck 
or  canvass,  and  as  much  more  of  these  articles  as  the  net 
proceeds  of  this  cargo  will  purchase.  If  any  of  the  afore- 
said articles  cannot  be  got  as  aforesaid,  the  money  directed 
to  be  paid  out  of  that  article,  we  would  have  laid  out  in 
good  ticklenburghs  or  osnaburghs,  or  vitzeys,  or,  failing, 
the  returns  to  be  made  in  gold  or  silver.  This  cargo  we 
have  shipped  you  for  account  of  the  Continental  Congress 
of  tlie  thirteen  United  Colonies  of  America,  and  the  order 
of  the  returns  is  what  they  have  directed  ;  and,  we  make  no 
doubt,  you  will  use  your  best  endeavours  to  complete  it  in 
every  article.  The  ready  and  cheerful  assistance  afforded 
us  by  many  of  your  merchants,  both  from  the  West-Indies 
and  Europe,  demands  our  grateful  acknowledgments,  and 
encourages  our  applying  to  you  for  still  further  supplies,  to 
enable  us  to  oppose  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceed- 
ings of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  against  us.  Should  it 
be  in  your  power  to  complete  the  whole  of  our  order,  we 

•Bristol,  (England,)  April  8,  1776. — This  morning  came  up  to  the 
Key,  tlic  snow  Dickenson,  William  Meston,  Master,  from  Philadelphia, 
bound  to  Nantes,  in  Old  France,  where  she  was  to  discharge  her  load- 
ing, and  take  in  a  cargo  of  warlike  stores  and  ammunition,  for  the  use 
of  the  Continental  Army.  She  was  taken  up  and  fitted  out  by  order  of 
the  Congress,  and  consigned  to  Messrs.  Monlandouin  and  Frere,  mer. 
chants  in  Nantes,  as  appears  by  the  captain's  orders,  which  are  here- 
•nder  copied,  verbatim. 

The  rnatc  and  people  on  board,  finding  that  they  were  to  load  with 
warlike  stores,  for  the  use  of  the  Americana,  and  having,  as  they  de- 
clare, been  forced  into  the  service,  took  the  vessel,  and,  instead  of  pro. 
eoeding  to  France,  determined  to  make  the  first  British  port.  They 
accordingly  brought  her  into  Bristol,  after  beating  upwards  of  a  fort, 
night  about  the  mouth  of  the  channel ;  and  the  Mate  is  immediately 
going  off  for  London,  and  will  take  all  the  letters  and  papers  which 
were  on  board  the  said  vessel,  for  the  inspection  of  Government.  She 
was  first  boarded  by  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Inchiquin  tender,  lying  there; 
who  is  going  with  the  Mate  to  London. 

She  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  and  now  lies  at  the 
Quay  till  the  determination  of  Government  concerning  her  is  known. 
The  Captain  has  entered  her  at  the  custom-house. 

Her  cargo,  which  consists  of  twenty-two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
barrels  of  flour,  two  hundred  and  sixty  boxes  of  spermaceti  candles, 
thirteen  casks  and  one  bag  beeswax,  and  fifty-six  hundred  barrel  staves, 
is  valued  at  near  six  thousand  pounds,  and  the  vessel  is  worth  upwards 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds.  She  is  the  first  American  vessel  that  has 
been  brought  into  England  since  the  act  passed  for  granting  the  seamen 
certain  privileges  and  rewards  for  seizing  any  of  the  Provincial  ships,  &c. 

The  following  is  the  principal  intelligence  received  by  this  vessel : 

As  soon  as  the  Congress  received  an  account  of  the  repulse  and  death 
of  General  Montgomery,  at  Quebeek,  they  ordered  ten  companies,  of  one 
hundred  men  each,  and  other  considerable  reinforcements  raised  in  the 
western  parts  of  Connecticut,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  o!  Albany,  to 
march  immediately  to  Quebeck. 

The  Americans  have  an  army  of  fifteen  thousand  men  in  the  field, 
in  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

The  Congress  paper  is  in  tlie  highest  credit,  and  they  have  begun  to 
make  payments  with  it. 

The  Congress  are  perfectly  unanimous ;  there  is  not  the  least  dissen. 
Bion  amongst  them. 

She  did  not  clear  the  Capes  of  Delaware  River  till  the  Ist  of  March. 
When  she  left  Philadelphia,  the  Congress  had  received  no  account  of 
the  Prohibitory  Act,  nor  of  the  hiring  of  foreign  troops. 

It  was  reported  the  Provincials  had  taken  post  upon  NoddW's  Island, 
in  Boston  harbour. 

The  following  vessels  sailed  at  the  same  time  the  Dickenson  did,  all 


must  request  you  will  be  very  particular  in  sending  the  best 
of  each  article  that  is  to  be  had,  and  that  you  will  give  the 
vessel  all  possible  despatch,  so  as  to  be  on  our  coast  as 
early  as  possible  in  the  Spring.  Our  former  experience  of 
your  punctuality  and  despatch  of  business,  has  induced  us 
to  recommend  this  consignment  to  your  house ;  and  we 
have  liberty  to  inform  ydu,  should  this  voyage  succeed  to 
our  wishes,  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to  wail  on  you 
with  more  important  consignments.  We  request  you  would 
conduct  this  business  witii  as  much  secrecy  as  possible, 
as  we  have  been  informed  the  Court  of  Great  Britain 
have  spies  in  most  of  your  principal  seaport  towns,  whoso 
business  it  is  to  find  out  American  vessels,  and  learn  their 
cargoes  and  destination,  the  time  of  their  sailing,  &.C., 
which  they  transmit  to  England,  in  order  to  have  them 
watched  and  taken. 

We  shall  anxiously  wait  the  event  of  this  voyage,  and, 
in  the  mean  time  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

Bayard,  Jack.son  in  Co. 
Messrs.  Montandouin  and  Frere,  Merchants  in  Nantes. 


NEW-JERSEY  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Princeton,  January  9,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  New-Jer- 
sey, pursuant  to  notice  given  for  that  purpose,  met  this  day, 
and  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  to  pro- 
ceed on  business,  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1776. 

The  Committee  met.     Present : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President ;  Hendrick  Fisher,  Vice- 
President;  Abraham  Clark,  Deputy  Secretary;  .<42nrinA 
Dunham,  Ruloffe  Van  Dike,  John  Dennis,  Augustine 
Stevenson,  John  Pope. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Committee  a  Letter  from 
the  Provincial  Congress,  and  the  Congress  oi Neto-York, 
enclosing  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the 
Congress  of  New-  York,  relative  to  establishing  Posts  at 
proper  distances,  to  carry  intelligence  to  the  different  parts 
of  the  Colony  or  elsewhere,  as  occasion  may  require  ;  and 
for  erecting  Beacons  at  proper  distances,  which  the  Con- 
gress of  New-York  recommended  to  the  Congress  of  New- 

bound  for  difiercnt  ports  in  France,  and  on  the  same  business ;  but  as 
she  is  a  very  swift  sailer,  she  left  them  soon  after  they  put  to  sea:  tho 
ships  Sally,  Rowland;  Neptune,  Collins;  tho  Aurora,  Cheeky;  and  three 
brigs;  captains'  names,  Montgomery,  Bethel,  and  Martin;  and  many 
other  vessels,  the  names  of  wiiich  arc  forgot;  and  during  the  three 
preceding  weeks,  upwards  of  thirty  other  vessels  sailed  for  different 
ports  in  France. 

About  three  weeks  before  the  Dickenson  left  Philadelphia,  a  French 
nobleman,  (who,  with  another  gentleman  of  the  same  nation,  had  been 
some  time  treating  with  the  Continental  Congress,  and  had  visited  tlie 
camp  of  the  grand  Army  at  Cambridge,  in  New-England,)  [Messrs. 
Penet  and  Pliarne]  intended  returning  to  France  in  her;  but  they  after- 
wards removed  their  baggage  out  of  her,  and  went  on  board  a  vessel 
which  was  hired  on  purpose  for  them,  and  are  now  on  their  passage  for 
France.  Tho  day  they  came  down  Delaware  River,  two  French  ves- 
sels, under  French  colours,  laden  with  powder,  ball,  and  small  arms, 
arrived  there. 

Extract  of  a  letter  dated  Bristol,  April  11,  1776 I  yesterday 

had  a  long  conversation  with  Captain  Meston,  the  master  of  the  Dick. 
enson.  Tho  crew  consisted  of  four  Scotchmen,  four  Irish,  and  one 
Englishman,  including  the  master,  who  is  a  Scotchman.  Some  pco. 
pie  at  Bristol  suspect  this  last  of  being  concerned  in  tlie  villany,  but 
I  am  fully  persuaded  he  was  not.  He  has  a  wife  and  family  at  Phi. 
ladelphia,  and  cries  like  a  child  at  the  misfortunes  that  has  happened 
to  him.  Ho  thinks  the  river  Delaware  sufficiently  secured,  and  speaks 
highly  of  the  unanimity  and  warlike  appearance  of  tho  Pennsylca- 
nians.  He  confirms  the  death  of  Montgomery,  and  was  at  Philadelphia 
when  the  unfortunate  news  from  Quebeck  was  received.  Two  thou, 
sand  volunteers,  ho  says,  turned  out,  and  offered  to  march  immwliately 
into  Canada.  I  asked  him  if  they  went  ?  Ho  believed  they  did  ;  but 
could  not  say  positively.  The  truth  is,  he  is  one  of  the  most  ignorant 
follows  I  ever  conversed  with.  As  he  did  not  expect  to  come  to  this 
country,  he  brought  no  newspapers  with  him. 

The  mate  of  the  vessel,  an  Irishman,  is  gone  up  to  make  his  merits 
known  to  Lord  George  Germain.  He  was  tho  cause  of  the  conspiracy, 
and  will,  of  course,  bo  graciously  received.  It  is  very  doubtful  whoso 
prize  she  will  be.  The  custom-house,  a  lieutenant  of  a  man-of-war, 
and  tho  treacherous  crew,  all  claim  her.  I  hope  the  infamous  traitors 
may  be  disappointed. 

When  the  crew  brought  her  opposite  to  the  wharf,  in  Bristol,  wlioro 
she  was  to  be  moored,  they  gave  throe  cheers ;  but  so  far  werj  they 
from  being  answered  in  the  same  by  the  people  on  shore,  who  were 
collected  in  great  numbers,  and  had  heard  tho  story  from  tho  custom, 
house  officers,  that  they  received  nothing  but  curses  for  their  trea- 
chery. 
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Jersey;  which  Letter  and  Resolves  were  read  in  tliis  Com- 
mittee, wlio,  after  duly  considering  the  same,  ap|)rove  of 
the  expediency  of  establishing  posts  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said ;  have,  therefore. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  a  man  and  horse  be  kept  in  constant 
readiness,  by  each  of  the  several  Committees  oi  Netvark, 
Elizabethlown,  WoodbruJgc,  New- Brunswick,  Princeton, 
and  Trenton,  whose  business  shall  be  to  forward  all  ex- 
presses to  and  from  the  Continental  Congress;  and  that 
the  aforesaid  Town  Committees  shall,  on  every  intelligence 
of  any  invasion  or  alarm,  send  expresses  to  the  neighbour- 
ing Town  Committees,  who  are  directed  to  provide  ex- 
presses to  forwaitl  the  same  from  town  to  town,  to  the  Town 
Committees,  and  to  such  officers  of  the  Militia  as  they  may 
think  proper  to  notify  thereof  throughout  the  Colony,  with 
a=;  much  expedition  as  may  be  in  their  power.  And  that 
all  the  expenses  incurred  by  such  expresses,  tlie  Treasur- 
ers of  this  Colony,  ap|)ointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress, 
or  eitlier  of  them,  are  hereby  required  to  pay  on  order  or 
orders  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  either  of  the  Committees 
of  the  Townships  in  this  Colony.  Which  orders,  with  en- 
dorsements thereon  by  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the 
same  are  made  payable,  shall  be  sufficient  vouchers  to  the 
said  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  for  such  sums  of  money 
as  they,  or  either  of  them,  may  pay  thereon  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  the 
New-York  and  Fennsylvania  Gazettes. 

A  Memorial  from  Yclles  Mead,  of  the  County  of  Ber- 
gen, and  several  other  Memorials  from  the  Counties  of 
Bergen  and  jBssex,  of  the  same  tenor,  setting  forth,  that  the 
said  Yelles  Mead  had,  in  expectation  of  a  Lieutenant's 
commission  in  Captain  Meeker''s  Company,  in  one  of  the 
Battalions  in  this  Colony,  raised  his  complement  of  men  for 
said  Company,  praying  a  commission  accordingly.  Also, 
a  Memorial  from  George  Ross,  the  third,  of  the  County 
of  Essex,  setting  forth,  that  in  expectation  of  an  Ensign's 
commission  in  said  Captain  Meeker's  Company,  he  had 
raised  his  complement  of  men,  praying  a  commission  in 
consequence  thereof — were  laid  before  the  Committee 
and  read,  and  several  recommendations  in  favour  of  the 
Memorialists  were  also  read. 

And,  also,  a  Letter  from  Lord  Stii-ling,  recommending 
Matthias  Halstead,  of  Klizabethtown,  First  Lieutenant, 
and  the  abovesaid  Yelles  Mead,  Ensign  of  Captain  Meek- 
er's Company,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorials,  Recommendations, 
and  Letter,  have  a  second  reading. 

Two  Recommendations,  from  the  Committee  of  Wood- 
bridge,  were  laid  before  the  Committee,  recommending 
James  Bonny,  Captain,  James  Manning,  First  Lieuten- 
ant, David  Crow,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Clarkson, 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Woodbridge.  The 
other  recommending  Ellis  Barron,  Captain,  Ralph  Marsh, 
First  Lieutenant,  Matthew  Freeman,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Jonathan  Bloomfield,  Ensign,  of  another  Company  of 
Militia  in  said  Woodbridge,  which  were  read,  and  commis- 
sions ordered  to  be  issued  accordingly. 

A  Certificate  was  produced  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  North  Ward  of  New-Brunswick,  certi- 
fying that  John  Taylor  was  elected  Captain,  Jacob  Mer- 
snral,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Schuurman,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  John  Voorhees,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
vof  Minute-Men  in  Colonel  Neilson's  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  gentlemen  be  commissioned 
accordingly  to  their  appointment. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment. 

John  Hart,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Committee,  attending,  took 
his  seat  accordingly. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Committee  a  Letter  from 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Province, 
at  the  Continental  Congress,  in  the  words  following : 

"  Philadelphia,  January  4,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir:  I  am  desired  by  the  Congress  to  transmit 
to  you  the  enclosed  extracts  from  their  proceedings,  the 
whole  of  which,  relative  to  that  subject,  I  have  sent  to 
Lord  Stirling,  by  this  post,  together  with  six  dozen  copies 
of  the  Articles  of  War.    The  one  thousand  dollars  mention- 


ed  in   the  extract,   I   have  received  from  the  Continental 
Treasury,  and  they  wait  your  commands. 

"  Tiie  Congress  wish  to  know  in  what  manner  the  pri- 
soners of  war  at  Trenton  live,  who  supplies  them,  and  upon 
what  terms.  The  reason  of  the  inquiry  is,  that  very  qx- 
travagant  claims  are  made  on  this  head  from  other  quarters, 
and  we  aim  to  render  the  publick  burdens  as  light  as  pos- 
sible. You  will,  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient,  afford  me  the 
necessary  information. 

"  I  am,  your  affectionate,  faithful  servant, 

"  RicHAKD  Smith. 
"  To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq." 

The  enclosed  Resolve,  referred  to  in  the  above  Letter, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following  : 

"  In  Congress,  Januarj  2,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Barracks  in  the  Colony  of  New- 
Jersey,  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  such  of  the  Bat- 
talions as  may  not  be  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  New-  York, 
and  that  the  Ministerial  troops  or  prisoners,  at  present  occu- 
pying them,  be  accommodated  in  the  said  Colony,  in  scuh 
a  manner  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  said  Colony 
shall  think  most  prudent  and  convenient. 

"  That  the  hundred  stand  of  Arms,  supplied  by  the  Colo- 
ny of  iVew-ForAr,  for  the  iVew- Jersey  Battalion,  be  paid 
for  by  the  Convention  of  New-Jersey ;  and  that  in  order  to 
enable  the  said  Convention  to  make  such  payment,  as  well 
as  to  furnish  such  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  said  Batta- 
lions, as  are  yet  unprovided  with  Arms,  the  further  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to  the  said  Conven- 
tion, and  that  the  price  of  the  Arms  be  deducted  out  of  the 
wages  of  the  Privates  belonging  to  said  Battalions. 

"  Extracts  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

The  above  Letter  and  Resolve  were  read,  and  ordered 
a  second  reading. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  January  10,  1776. 

Josejih  Holmes,  Esq.,  one  of  this  Committee,  attending, 
took  his  seat  accordingly. 

Jacob  Scoggin,  Esq.,  laid  before  this  Committee  a  re- 
commendation from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Salem, 
in  favour  of  certain  gentlemen  to  be  commissioned  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Militia  in  said  County,  And  it  appearin" 
to  this  Committee  that  a  controversy  now  subsists  in  the 
County  of  Salem,  respecting  the  appointment  of  Fjeld- 
Officers,  and  as  this  Committee  have  not  at  present  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  grounds  of  the  controversy  from 
both  parties,  and  being  desirous  of  acting  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  may  conciliate  all  parties  in  a  just  and  equitable 
determination  between  them  in  the  appointment  of  said 
officers,  do,  in  order  thereto,  direct,  as  well  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  County  of  Salem,  as  such  other  persons  as  are 
opposed  to  the  gentlemen  recommended  by  the  said  Com- 
mittee, or  may  have  any  claim  to  commissions,  by  the 
election  of  the  Captains  and  the  Subalterns  of  the  Militia 
before  the  16th  day  o(  August  last,  to  appear,  by  persons 
properly  deputed  for  that  purpose,  before  the  Congress  of 
this  Province,  the  6th  day  after  their  next  meeting,  that 
the  tnith  of  facts  may  be  then  fully  known,  that  they  may 
take  such  resolution  thereon  as  to  them  may  seem  just. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  order  be  delivered 
to  Mr.  Scoggin,  to  be  laid  before  the  County  Committee, 
to  be  by  them  communicated  to  the  contending  parties. 

Adjourned  till  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  met. 

This  Committee  received  information  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Monmouth,  by  Doctor  Scudder 
and  TiocioT  Henderson,  and  also  by  Letter  from  the  Chair- 
man of  the  said  Committee,  that  a  small  sloop,  called  the 
Polly  and  Anne,  one  Haines,  captain,  was  on  the  24th  of 
December  last,  stranded  on  Squan  Beach,  on  board  of 
which  was  a  quantity  of  Beef,  Pork  and  other  Provisions; 
which  Vessel  and  cargo  is  now  in  the  care  and  custody  of 
Colonel  Forman,  except  such  articles  as  are  perishable, 
which  the  Committee  directed  to  be  sold  by  Doctor  Scud- 
der and  Doctor  Henderson;  an  inventory  of  which  cargo, 
as  well  such  as  were  sold,  as  such  as  remain,  were  laid 
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before  this  Coinniiitee.  And  one  James  fVebh,  a  passen- 
ger on  board  said  Vessel  vviien  stranded,  appeared  before 
this  Committee,  by  wiiose  deposition  it  appears  tl)at  said 
Vessel  was  bound  fmtn  New-York  lo  Boston,  and  from  ail 
circumstances,  the  Provisions  on  board  were  designed  for 
the  Ministerial  army. 

The  Committee  tai<ing  the  above  matters  into  consider- 
ation, think  it  proper  that  the  wiiole  of  the  said  cargo  be 
immediately  sold,  and  the  Vessel  secured;  which  Vessel, 
with  the  amoimt  of  tiie  sales,  after  deducting  the  necessary 
expenses,  be  referred  lo  the  disposal  of  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  at  their  next  silting.  And  that  Colonel  David  For- 
man.  Doctor  Nathaniel  Scudder,  and  Thomas  Henderson, 
be,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  secure  the 
abovesaid  Vessel,  and  to  complete  the  sales  of  the  cargo,  in 
5ome  convenient  lime,  and  account  for  the  sales,  and  report 
their  iiroceedings  to  the  Congress  of  this  Province  at  their 
next  sitting  ;  and  may  deliver  to  the  seamen  and  passengers 
belonging  to  said  Vessel,  all  such  clothing  and  other  effects 
as  belong  to  them,  (exclusive  of  tiie  cargo,)  provided  they 
call  for  the  same  in  a  reasonable  time;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  ihls  Committee  be  returned  to  Colonel  Forman,  for  his 
extraordinary  care  and  vigilance  in  securing  the  said  Ves- 
sel and  cargo. 

And  whereas,  it  appears  that  the  Captain,  Master  and 
Passengers  of  the  Sloop  Polly  and  Anne,  stranded  on 
Sfjuan  Beach,  are  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  Neio-  York; 
it  is,  therefore. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Captain,  Master  and  Passengers, 
or  such  of  them  as  are  in  this  Province,  be  conveyed  under 
guard,  as  Colonel  Forman  may  think  proper,  to  New- 
York,  and  delivered  to  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
niitiee  of  Safety,  to  be  dealt  with  as  they  may  think 
jiroper. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  January  12,  177G. 
The  Committee  met. 

Whereas,  a  certain  Richard  Symonds,  a  Midshipman, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  King's  ships-of-vvar,  was,  in  Sejj- 
tember  last,  taken  on  board  a  small  tender  at  Barncgat, 
since  which  he  hath  remained  a  prisoner  in  the  County  of 
Monmouth  : 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Symonds  be  removed  to  Tren- 
ton, and  there  be  admitted  to  remain  a  prisoner  of  war  on 
his  parole  of  honour,  on  the  same  terms  granted  to  those 
officers  who  are  already  prisoners  at  that  place. 

Robert  Ellison,  Esq.,  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  was 
brought  before  this  Committee,  by  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  County  of  Sussex,  on  a  charge  of  many  misde- 
meanors committed  against  the  liberties  of  ylmenca,  and 
among  others  of  entering  into  an  Association,  resolving  not 
to  pay  the  tax  ordered  to  be  levied  by  the  Congress  of  this 
Province,  and  not  to  purchase  any  goods  which  might  be 
distrained  from  persons  for  their  taxes,  or  for  non-aUend- 
ance  at  musters.  Mr.  Ellison  being  informed  of  said  charge, 
confessed  the  same  to  be  true,  and  that  he  was  influenced 
thereto  by  Justice  Nathaniel  Petlit ;  but  that  after  si^nin" 
the  said  Association,  he  had  erased  his  name  therehom" 
that  he  had  nothing  to  offer  in  his  justification,  but  his 
ignorance  of  the  consequence  of  his  proceedings,  and  his 
precipitately  engaging  therein  without  consideration,  and 
manifested  a  deep  contrition  for  his  offences.  He  acknow- 
ledged he  had  signed  the  Association  recommended  by  the 
Provincial  Congress,  before  signing  the  Association  men- 
tioned above.  That  after  signing  the  General  Association, 
and  before  his  signing  that  now  charged  against  him,  he 
liad  been  apprehended  in  Pennsylvania  for  practices  im- 
friendly  to  the  liberties  of  America,  where  he  then  made  a 
full  recantation,  and  asked  pardon  of  the  publick,  promi- 
sing reformation. 

Nathaniel  Pettit,  Esq.,  of  the  County  o{  Sussex,  also 
appeared  before  this  Committee,  by  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  said  County,  being  chaiged  witii  signing  and  pro- 
moting said  Association,  mentioned  in  Robert  Ellison's 
charge  ;  which  the  said  Mr.  Pettit  confessed,  only  alleg- 
ing in  his  justification,  that  he  had  no  intention  thereby  of 
using  any  violent  measures  in  opposing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Congress;  and,  being  fully  heard  in  his  own  justifica- 
tion, by  order,  withdrew. 


The  above  charges  against  Mr.  Ellison  and  Mr.  Pettit, 
were  reserved  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  in  the 
afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  met. 

The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mat- 
ters alleged  against  Robert  Ellison  and  Nathatiiel  Pettit, 
Esq.,  and  the  facts  charged  against  them,  appearing  by 
their  own  confessions,  to  be  true,  and  the  offences  of  both 
being  nearly  equal, 

Resolved,  1  hat  the  said  Robert  Ellison  and  Nathaniel 
Pettit  be  returned  to  the  County  of  Sussex,  under  the  cus- 
tody of  Colonel  Ephraim  Martin,  and  that  they  be  both 
disarmed,  and  pay  to  the  Committee  of  the  aforesaid 
County,  or  their  Chairman,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  each 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  apprehending  and  brin"- 
ing  them  before  the  Committee.  And,  also,  that  they 
severally  give  security  to  the  said  Committee  or  their 
Chairman  in  the  sum  of  fil'iy  pounds  eaci),  for  their  future 
good  behaviour,  and,  thereupon,  be  discharged  from  further 
detention.  And,  as  during  the  present  process,  the  said 
Ellison  and  Pettit  have  not  only  ajjpeared  unfriendly  to 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  but  from  their  conduct  have 
appeared  unworthy  of  the  offices  of  Magistracy  which  they 
now  sustain ;  this  Committee,  therefore,  think  it  advis- 
able for  the  said  delinquents  to  desist  fiom  the  further 
execution  of  tiieir  respective  offices,  until,  by  their  future 
good  behaviour,  they  may  appear  more  worthy  to  execute 
the  same,  and  shall  be  called  thereto  by  the  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province.  And  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Sussex  be  assured  of  this  Commit- 
tee's hearty  approbation  of  their  timely  and  spirited  exer- 
tions in  apprehending  the  above  persons. 

A  Memorial  from  theCommitteeof  the  County  of  CWm- 
berland,  was  presented  to  this  Committee  and  read,  settin"^ 
forth,  that  they  had  apprehended,  and  secured  in  custody, 
Daniel  Stretch,  Richard  Cayford,  and  Nathaniel  Dowd- 
ney,  inhabitants  of  that  County,  convicted  of  being  ene- 
mies to  this  country,  by  using  their  influence,  with  the 
ignorant  and  unwary,  to  raise  a  party  to  oppose  the  mea- 
sures adopted  for  redress  of  grievances;  cursing  and  ill- 
treating  all  Congresses  and  Committees,  and  refusing  to 
give  any  reasonable  satisfaction  for  their  extraordinary  con- 
duct. The  said  Committee  requesting  the  direction  of  this 
Committee  respecting  said  offenders. 

This  Committee,  duly  considering  the  conduct  of  the 
above  persons,  and  finding  it  necessary  to  use  spirited 
exertions  for  the  discouragement  of  such  base  behaviour: 

Do,  Order  and  Resolve,  That  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Cumberland  detain  the  said  Daniel  Stretch, 
Richard  Cayford,  and  Nathaniel  Dowdney,  in  close  con- 
finement, until  they  shall  manifest  a  suitable  contrition  for 
their  offences,  satisfactory  to  the  said  Committee ;  pay  the 
charges  that  have  or  may  accrue  in  apprehending  and  de- 
taining them  in  custody  ;  and  give  security  to  said  Com- 
mittee, in  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds  each,  for  their  future 
good  behaviour. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Daniel  Stretch,  Richard 
Cayford,  and  Nathaniel  Dowdney  be  disarmed  by  the  said 
Committee. 

This  Committee  received  several  Resolutions  and  deter- 
minations of  the  Continental  Congress,  respecting  raising 
one  new  Battalion  in  this  Province ;  erecting  and  esta- 
blishing a  Court  of  Admiralty  ;  advising  the  forming  some 
useful  regulations  respecting  the  Continental  forces  raised 
in  this  Colony ;  which  requisitions,  together  with  many 
otlier  important  concerns,  render  the  speedy  meeting  of 
the  Congress  of  this  Province  absolutely  necessary.  This 
Committee  have,  therefore,  appointed  the  meeting  of  said 
Congress  to  be  at  New-Brunswick,  on  Wednesday,  the 
thirty-first  day  of  this  instant,  {January.) 

The  Letter  froiti  Lord  Stirling,  recommending  Matthias 
Halstcad  to  be  commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  and  Ye.lles 
Mead  Ensign,  in  Captain  Joseph  Meeker's  Company,  in 
one  of  the  IJjttalions  raised  in  this  Colony ;  and  the  Me- 
morial of  Yclles  Mead,  claiming  the  First  Lieutenant's 
commission  in  said  Company,  and  of  George  Ross,  the 
third,  claiming  the  Ensign's  commission  in  said  Company, 
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with  several  recommendations  accompanying  tiie  same, 
were  all  read  the  second  time ;  and,  being  duly  consi- 
dered. 

Ordered,  That  Yelles  Mead  be  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant,  and  George  Ross,  the  third,  Ensign  of  said 
Company. 

A  Memorial  was  presented  from  Jofm  Goldlrap,  of  the 
County  of  Somerset,  recommending  the  encouraging  of 
Linen  and  Woollen  Manufactories  in  this  Colony,  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Several  Memorials  were  presented  to  this  Committee, 
■for  appointments  in  a  Battalion  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony; 
which  were  read  and  filed,  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776. 
The  Committee  met. 

The  Committee  having  before  them  several  Resolutions 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  the  second  day  of  this 
instant,  (January,)  among  which  are  the  following  para- 
graphs: 

"  And,  with  respect  to  such  unworthy  Americans  as, 
regardless  of  their  duty  to  their  Creator,  their  country,  and 
their  posterity,  have  taken  part  with  our  oppressors,  and, 
influenced  by  the  hope  or  possession  of  ignominious  re- 
wards, strive  to  recommend  themselves  to  the  bounty  of 
:  Administration,  by  misrepresenting  and  traducing  the  con- 
-duct  and  principles  of  the  friends  of  American  liberty,  and 
opposing  every  measure  formed  for  its  preservation  and 
security — 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  different 
Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees,  or  Councils  of 
Safety,  in  the  United  Colonies,  by  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  measures,  to  frustrate  the  mischievous  machina- 
tions, and  restrain  the  wicked  practices  of  these  men. 

"And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  that  they  ought 
to  be  disarmed,  and  the  more  dangerous  among  them 
either  kept  in  safe  custody  or  bound  with  sufficient  sure- 
ities  to  their  good  behaviour. 

"And,  in  order  that  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Committees,  or  Councils  of  Safety,  may  be  enabled,  with 
greater  ease  and  safety,  to  carry  this  Resolution  into  exe- 
cution : 

"Resolved,  That  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  aid 
whatever  Continental  Troops,  stationed  in  or  near  their 
respective  Colonies,  as  may  be  conveniently  spared  from 
their  more  immediate  duty  ;  and  the  commanding  officers  of 
such  troops  are  hereby  directed  to  afford  the  said  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  Safety,  all 
such  assistance,  in  executing  this  Resolution,  as  they  may 
require,  and  which,  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice, may  be  supplied." 

This  Committee  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  several  County  and  Town  Committees  of  this 
'  Province,  to  be  vigilant  and  active  in  carrying  the  above 
Resolution  into  execution ;  at  the  same  time  recommend- 
ing the  exercise  of  due  moderation  and  prudence  in  the 
affair:  requesting  all  officers  of  the  Militia,  in  this  Pro- 
vince, to  aid  and  assist  the  said  Committees,  and  to  exe- 
cute such  orders  as  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  receive 
from  the  Committee  of  the  County  or  Township  where 
they  reside. 

The  Letter  from  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  with  the  enclosed 
Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  were  read  the  se- 
cond time. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  deliver  to  the 
President,  or  Vice-President,  the  one  thousand  Dollars  by 
.  bim  received  from  the  Continental  Congress,  mentioned 
in  said  Resolve  ;  and  that  the  said  President,  or  Vice-Pre- 
sident, lay  out  the  same  for  Fire-Arms,  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  John  Posee,  Esq.,  deliver  the  Arms,  by 
him  purchased,  to  Colonel  William  Maxwell,  or  his  order, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony. 

Application  was  made  from  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Morris  to  this  Committee,  recommending  Jacob 
Ford,  Jr.,  to  be  commissioned  Colonel ;  Ellis  Cook,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  Cornelius  Ludlow,  First  Major  j  Eleazer 


Lindslcy,  Second  Major ;  and  John  Doughty,  Adjutant, 
of  the  Eastern  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  of 
Morris. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued,  agreeable  to  the 
above  recommendation. 

Ordered,  That  the  Prisoners  of  War,  now  in  the  Bar- 
racks at  Trenton,  be  removed  from  thence  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  of  that  town,  to  such  convenient 
quarters  as  they  may  be  able  to  procure,  in  order  that  the 
Continental  Forces  may  occupy  the  said  Barracks ;  and 
that  the  expenses  in  providing  quarters  for  such  Prisoners 
be  paid  out  of  the  Provincial  money  in  the  Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  acquainting  them  that  the  Congress  of  this  Pro- 
vince are  to  meet  this  month,  at  which  time  they  will, 
undoubtedly,  give  all  due  attention  to  raising  the  Battalion 
ordered  in  this  Colony  ;  this  Committee  having,  for  weighty 
reasons,  deferred  issuing  warrants  till  meeting  of  Congress, 
being  firmly  persuaded  that  the  appointment  of  officers  by 
the  Congress  will  give  much  greater  satisfaction  in  the 
Colony  than  if  appointed  by  this  Committee;  at  the  same 
time  recommend  Azariah  Dunham,  Esq.,  to  be  appointed  \ 
Commissary  for  supplying  such  Battalion,  when  raised. 

The  Committee  adjourned  their  present  sitting. 


GENEfeAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASUINGTON. 

Albany,  January  13,  1776. 

I  wish  I  had  no  occasion  to  send  my  dear  General  this 
melancholy  account.  My  amiable  friend,  the  gallant 
Montgomery,  is  no  more  ;  the  brave  Arnold  is  wounded  ; 
and  we  have  met  with  a  severe  check,  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  on  Quebeck.  May  Heaven  be  graciously  pleased 
that  the  misfortune  may  terminate  here.  I  tremble  for 
our  people  in  Canada;  and  nothing,  my  dear  sir,  seems 
left,  to  prevent  the  most  fatal  consequences,  but  an  imme- 
diate reinforcement,  that  is  nowhere  to  be  had,  but  from 
you,  and  the  only  route,  that  which  I  have  pointed  out  in 
my  letter  to  Congress,  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed. 
Nor  do  I  think  that  a  less  number  than  I  have  mentioned 
will  suffice.  Should  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  send 
the  troops,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  it  by  Express, 
that  I  may  send  provisions  to  Onion  River. 

Congress  has  wrote  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my  request 
to  retire.  Our  affairs  are  much  worse  than  when  I  made 
the  request ;  this  is  motive  sufficient  for  me  to  continue  to 
serve  my  country  in  any  way  I  can  be  thought  most  ser- 
viceable, but  my  utmost  can  be  but  little,  weak  and  indis- 
posed as  I  am. 

The  clothing  is  gone  to  Cambridge. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant,  r>  o 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  January  17,  1776.] 
Albany,  January  13,  1776—6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  Within  this  half  hour,  Mr.  Antill  arrived  with  the 
unfortunate  account  contained  in  the  enclosed.  My  ami- 
able and  gallant  friend.  General  Montgomery,  is  no  more ; 
he  fell  in  an  unsuccessful  attack  on  Qiiebeck,  on  the  30th 
ultimo.  My  feelings  on  this  unhappy  occasion  are  too 
poignant  to  admit  of  expression.  May  Heaven  avert  any 
further  evils. 

In  the  present  critical  situation  of  affairs,  it  is  evident  to 
me  that  nothing  but  the  immediate  march  of  a  body  of 
troops  into  Canada  can  secure  that  Province,  for  the  Ca-  j 
nadians,  as  I  have  heretofore  observed,  are  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon  ;  only  one  hundred  and  sixty  were  at  Quebeck 
with  Colonel  Livingston,  and  those  behaved  ill,  as  Mr. 
Antill  will  inform  you. 

The  very  great  distance  of  Congress  from  here  will 
apologize  for  a  request  I  shall  immediately  make  to  Gene- 
ral Washington,  to  send  three  thousand  men  into  Canada, 
to  march,  by  the  way  of  No.  4,  to  Onion  River,  from 
whence  Lake  Champlain  is  passable  to  Canada. 

Congress,  undoubtedly,  conceives  it  to  be  advantageous 
to  tiie  cause  o(  America  to  sit  at  Philadelphia ;  but  they 
will  be  good  enough  to  permit  me  to  suggest  the  necessity 
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or  a  full-empowered  Committee  immediately  to  repair  to 

this  place. 

Whilst  I  was  preparing  to  carry  into  execution  the  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  respecting  Tryon  County,  I  received 
the  two  enclosed  papers,  marked  Tryon.  We  have  liad  a 
corroboration  of  these  accounts,  and  I  propose  to  march 
from  hence  with  what  of  Militia  I  can  collect;  perhaps  I 
shall  something  exceed  the  Tories  in  number,  who,  we  are 
informed,  are  about  seven  hundred.  They  have  cannon ; 
we  have  none,  and  we  have  a  very  small  quantity  of  pmv- 
der.     I  hope,  however,  to  give  a  good  account  of  tlicm. 

The  garrison  of  Ticonderoga  leave  it  on  Tuesday.  I 
have  only  twenty  men  as  yet  arrived,  of  all  the  recruiting 
parties  I  have  sent  out ;  these,  1  suppose,  reached  Fort- 
George  on  the  11th.  On  the  12ih  I  ordered  them  back, 
to  aid  me  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress transmitted  me  by  Mr.  Tilghman.  1  shall  send  an 
express  to  countermand  my  orders,  and  to  send  them  on 
to  Ticonderoga. 

The  hurry  I  am  in  will  apologize  for  my  not  answering 
your  letter  sent  me  by  Mr.  Tilghman  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, which  I  must'  defer  to  an  hour  less  encumbered 
than  the  present. 

If  any  troops  can  be  spared  from  Jersey,  entreat  Con- 
gress to  send  them  up,  tliat  Ticonderoga  may  have  a  gar- 
rison. 

The  money  arrived  yesterday,  and  goes  off  to-morrow. 

I  am,  sir,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  HancocTi,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Captain  Hazcn  has  stood  our  friend  in  the  con- 
test. He  has  been  a  great  sufferer  on  the  occasion  ;  his 
house  and  furniture,  I  have  understood,  were  destroyed  by 
our  troops  and  the  Canadians,  and  that  all  his  stock  of 
cattle  were  killed  and  used  by  our  people.  If  Congress 
means  to  recompense  him,  perhaps  it  would  be  best  to 
have  the  damage  ascertained  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  I 
mention  this,  lest  he  should  be  referred  to  me,  without,  at 
the  same  time,  a  mode  of  liquidating  his  loss  should  be 
prescribed. 

TBYON   COUNTS  (nEW-YOHk)  COMMITTEE    TO   MAJOR-GENE- 

BAL  SCHUVLER. 

Tryon  County  Committee  Chamber,  i 
January  11,  1776.     $ 

Honourable  Sir  :  We  have  intelligence,  by  an  inha- 
bitant of  Kingsborough,  (as  by  the  enclosed  copies  of  affi- 
davits will  at  large  appear,)  that  inimical  preparations  are 
undertaking  against  the  friends  of  the  American  cause  in 
Johnstoivn,  and,  also,  an  ambuscade  being  in  wait  in  the 
woods  not  very  distant  from  Kingsborough,  so  that  they 
may  be  warned  to  approach,  and  to  attack  with  cannon- 
shot  ;  to  which,  yet,  should  join  the  several  friends  of  the 
Government  within  our  country.  We  immediately,  upon 
this  information,  ordered  sufficient  scouting  parties,  to  spy 
out  whether  any  such  malicious  schemes  were  enterprised. 
But,  in  case  to  be  certain,  you  must  see  us  in  such  a  de- 
fenceless situation  that  we  hardly  can  resist,  much  less 
destroy,  such  enemies,  for  the  utmost  want  of  powder. 
We,  therefore,  resolved,  at  our  Board,  to  apply,  in  such 
remarkable  need,  to  your  Honour,  begging  that  you  will 
please  to  take  these,  our  distressed  condition,  into  kind  con- 
sideration, and  to  succour  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  with  such 
ammunition,  and,  also,  with  men,  if  need  should  require. 
Relying  on  your  particular  zeal  for  our  country's  cause, 
we  do  not  doubt  you  will  grant  our  request  to  the  safety 
of  our  country  and  the  real  friends  of  its  liberties. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  favour  us  with  your  opinion,  in 
this  important  matter,  with  despatch ;  remaining,  with 
much  respect,  honourable  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vants, 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

Isaac  Paris,  Chairman. 

P.  S.  It  is  our  opinion  that  we  cannot  expect  much 
success  against  such  enemies  in  Johnstown  without  cannon, 
as  they  are  provided  there  alike.  Pray  order  two  or  three 
of  nine-pounders  to  be  sent  to  our  use  for  that  purpose. 
This  moment,  being  about  one  o'clock,  after  midnight, 
arrived  at  our  House  of  Convention,  Colonel  Frederick 
Vischer,  of  the  Mohawk  District,  and  informs  us,  that  he 


was  acquainted,  of  a  credible  person  living  in  Johnstown, 
that  there  are  now  about  six  or  seven  hundred  men  ready, 
under  arms,  in  Johnstown,  upon  some  inimical  intent,  with- 
out doubt.  Isaac  Paris,  Chairman. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

affidavit  of  JONATHAN  FRENCH. 

Tryon  County,  N.  Y.,  Committee  Chamber,  } 
January  11,  1776.     ^ 

Jonathan  French,  Jr.,  of  Kingsborough,  appeareth,and 
informeth  this  Board,  under  oath,  that  he  heard  of  a  cer- 
tain woman,  being  the  wife  of  an  inhabitant  near  to  John- 
ston-Hall,  (which  said  woman  wishes  the  country  well,  on 
condition  of  not  being  discovered  of  her  intelligence,) 
that  there  was  a  fort  to  be  built  about  said  Hall ;  and  the 
friends  on  the  King's  side  shall  be  notified  of  this  plan  laid 
by  Sir  John;  and  about  three  hundred  Indians  (of  what 
nation  she  does  not  know)  are  iy'mg  in  ambush,  so  nigh 
that  they  can  be  warned  with  a  cannon  shot.  Within  a 
fortnight's  time,  (whereof  a  part  of  the  time  is  already 
past,)  the  fort  aforesaid  shall  be  ready,  and  the  Scotch  peo- 
ple of  Skcnesborough  shall  partly  defend  the  said  fort  and 
partly  join  the  aforesaid  Indians,  and  the  King's  friends 
shall  be  invited  to  join. 

When  all  be  ready,  there  shall  be  communication  made 
to  the  country,  or,  rather,  to  the  Committee  of  this  County ; 
and,  upon  the  moving  of  the  Whigs  and  attacking  Johns- 
toivn, the  Indians  shall  surround  them,  and  fall,  in  com- 
pany with  ihe  Scotch  people  and  the  Government's  friends 
in  the  country,  upon  the  said  friends  of  liberty,  and  de- 
stroy not  only  those,  but,  also,  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  being  on  the  country's  side,  entirely; 
as,  besides,  they  live  in  hopes  that  some  of  the  Six-Na- 
tions will  join  and  assist  them  in  their  schemes. 

Further  the  deponent  informs,  for  certainty,  that  one 
Daniel  Russell,  of  Kingsborough,  is  sent  abroad,  with  a 
flag  and  the  best  pair  of  horses  of  Sir  John  Johnston,  to 
inlist  people  on  their  (the  King's)  side,  but  nobody,  at 
large,  knows  where  he  is  gone. 

Also,  there  are,  already,  some  stockades  rid,  to  his 
knowledge,  for  the  above-mentioned  fort,  and  the  Scotch 
people  shall  be  employed  to  cut  all  the  said  stockades 
wanting.     And  further  saith  not. 

A  true  copy.  j^^^^,  Eisenlobd,  Cleric. 

JAMES  PRICE  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  January  5,  177G. 

Sir  :  The  bearer,  my  good  friend  Mr.  Antill,  will  ac- 
quaint you  with  the  situation  of  the  Army  here,  and  the 
late  unhappy  affair  at  Q^ucbeck,  in  which  the  brave  Gene- 
ral Montgomery  fell ;  this  was  owing  to  the  ill-timed  ad- 
vice of  a  person  from  Quebeck.  Mr.  Antill's  extensive 
knowledge  of  this  country  gives  him  the  advantage  of  any 
body  that  can  be  sent  from  hence,  and  will  be  of  infinite 
service  to  the  Congress,  in  making  them  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  minds  of  the  Canadians  in  general,  as 
well  as  what  steps  will  be  necessary  for  securing  this  Pro- 
vince and  uniting  it  to  the  other  Colonies.  He  joined  the 
General  on  his  arrival  before  Quebeck,  and  continued  with 
him  until  he  fell,  rendering  every  service  in  his  power. 

I  fear  the  Army  here  will  be  in  great  want  of  cash ; 
our  house  has  advanced  them,  since  their  arrival  here,  up- 
wards of  twenty  thousand  pounds.  We  are  now  almost 
out  of  that  article,  and  am  sorry  to  say  1  do  not  find  any 
of  the  merchants  here  willing  to  lend ;  however,  I  hope 
this  inconvenience  will  be  remedied  by  a  speedy  supply 
from  the  Treasury  below ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  shall  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  support  of  the  Continen 
tal  Army. 

Have  not  to  add,  but  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  j^^^^  p^^^^^ 

To  Major-General  Schiiyler,  Sic. 

GENERAL  WOOSTER  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Montreal,  January  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  letters  from  Colonel  Arnold  and 
Colonel  Campbell  will  inform  you  of  the  unhappy  fate  of 
our  brave  and  most  amiable  friend,  General  Montgomery, 
who,  with  his  Aid-de-camp  Macpherson,  Captain  Cheese- 
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man,  and  several  other  brave  officers  and  men,  gloriously 
fell  in  an  unfortunate  attack  upon  Qiiebeck;  unfortunate, 
indeed  ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  loss  we  sustain  in  the  death 
of  the  General,  one  of  the  bravest  men  of  the  a£;e,  the 
flower  of  our  Army  at  Q^uebcck  were  either  cut  off  or  taken 
prisoners.  I  little  expect,  that  with  the  troops  who  remain, 
to  be  able  to  continue  the  siege ;  in  short,  our  situation 
in  this  country  is,  at  present,  and  will  be,  till  we  can  have 
relief  from  the  Colonies,  very  critical  and  dangerous.  We 
really  have  but  very  few  men  in  the  country,  and  many  of 
those  few  not  to  be  depended  on,  as  we  have  too  dearly 
proved. 

Mr.  Antill,  a  gentleman  from  Q^uebeck,  who  General 
Montgomery  appointed  an  Engineer,  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend te  you.  He  was  with  the  General  when  he  fell, 
and  can  give  you  particulars.  He  is  well  acquainted  with 
this  country ;  for  which  reason  I  have  detailed  him,  to 
proceed  on  to  you,  and  so  to  the  Congress,  knowing  that 
he  will  be  much  better  able  to  inform  you  and  them  than 
I  can,  concerning  the  state  of  this  country,  and  what  will 
be  necessary  to  be  done;  unless  we  have  a  number  of 
men  thrown  into  this  country,  as  soon  as  they  can  possibly 
get  over  the  lakes  on  the  ice,  which,  I  apprehend,  might 
be  done  with  sleds,  and,  at  the  same  time,  forward  some 
powder,  as  we  have  but  four  tons  in  thfi  country,  at  the 
several  posts.  We  have  lost  our  Artillery  company ;  it 
will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  supply  us  with  another 
very  soon,  or  we  may,  possibly,  not  only  lose  the  footing 
we  have  got  here,  but,  periiaps,  be  all  sacrificed  in  the 
country.  There  is  but  little  confidence  to  be  placed  in  the 
Canadians;  they  are  but  a  small  remove  from  the  savages, 
and  are  fond  of  being  of  the  strongest  parly. 

Give  me  leave,  also,  to  remind  you  of  what,  I  dare  say, 
General  Montgomery  has  done,  that  we  are  in  the  greatest 
need  of  cash  ;  hard  money  we  shall  soon  be  in  the  greatest 
distress  for  want  of,  and,  doubtless,  the  more  so,  since  the 
check  to  our  arras.  Mr.  Price  has  hitherto  supplied  us ; 
indeed,  I  know  not  how  we  could  have  subsisted  as  an 
army,  without  him ;  he  has  already  advanced  for  us  about 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  and  has  assisted  us  in  every  way 
possible.  General  Montgomery,  in  his  last  letter  to  me, 
begged  that  Price  might  be  mentioned,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  to  the  Congress. 

The  necessity  of  immediate  relief,  1  am  sure,  will  strike 
your  mind  very  forcibly,  when  1  tell  you  that  our  enemies 
in  the  country  are  numerous ;  the  Clergy  almost  univer- 
sally refuse  absolution  to  those  who  are  our  friends,  and 
preach  to  the  people  that  it  is  not  now  too  late  to  take 
arms  against  us ;  that  the  Bostonians  are  but  a  handful 
of  men  ;  which,  you  know,  is  too  true. 

Suppose,  sir,  that  General  Washington  should  detach  a 
thousand  men  from  his  Army,  if  there  are  no  other  troops, 
already  raised,  that  can  be  better  spared.  Something  must 
be  done,  and  that  speedily,  or  I  greatly  fear  we  are  ruined. 
We  have  but  five  or  six  hundred  men  for  the  garrisons  of 
this  place,  Chambly  and  St.  John's.  Many  of  the  troops 
insist  upon  going  home,  their  times  of  inlistment  being  out; 
some,  indeed,  have  run  away  without  a  pass  or  dismission, 
expressly  against  orders.  1  have  been  just  informed  that 
a  Captain  Pratt,  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Yorkers,  has 
led  off  his  company  from  St.  John's.  I  have  given  orders 
tci  suffer  no  man  to  go  out  of  the  country,  whether  they 
will  inlist  or  not ;  the  necessity  of  the  case,  I  believe,  will 
justify  my  conduct.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  spare  any  men 
to  reinforce  Colonel  Arnold;  this  place  must  be  secured 
for  a  retreat,  if  necessary.  I  called  a  council  of  my  offi- 
cers in  this  place,  who  were,  to  a  man,  agreed  that  I  ought 
to  remain  here.  I  have,  therefore,  sent  Colonel  Clinton 
with  Mr.  Price,  who,  I  think,  may  be  of  great  service  to 
him.  God  only  knows  what  the  event  will  be.  This 
affair  puts  a  very  different  face  upon  our  interests  in  this 
country  ;  however,  we  must  make  the  best  of  it. 

I  have  ordered  General  Montgomery's  papers  to  be  sent 
to  me;  when  I  receive  them,  I  shall  conform  myself  to  his 
instructions.  I  expected  you  was  at  Congress,  and  had 
prepared  to  send  this  melancholy  news  to  General  Wash- 
ington, as  well  as  to  you ;  but  the  post  arriving  last  night, 
I  find  that  you  was  at  Albany,  therefore,  shall  leave  it  to 
you.  I  most  heartily  condole  with  you,  with  General 
Montgomery's  friends,  and  with  the  country,  for  so  great 
and  publick  a  loss. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  and  very 

humble  servant,  t-«  t%r 

Uavid  Wooster. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

COLONEL  DONALD  CAMPBELL  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER. 
Head.Quartors  before  Quebeck,  January  2,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  This  covers  one  from  Col.  Arnold, 
by  which,  I  understand,  you  will  be  particularly  informed 
of  the  state  of  affairs  here,  which  gives  me  much  anxiety 
of  mind,  yet  I  hope  no  fatal  accident  will  happen  to  us, 
more  than  what  has  happened ;  and,  truly,  it  is  distressing 
enough.  And,  to  add  to  it,  several  of  our  men,  this  two 
days  past,  have  strenuously  insisted  on  being  discharged, 
not  having  inlisted  for  longer  than  to  the  last  of  December, 
which  has  been  complied  with ;  but  it  is  said  by  some, 
that  their  view  is  only  to  change  companies,  and  inlist  at 
Montreal,  which  1  hope  may  be  true,  though,  really,  few 
of  them  are  worth  retaining.  Some  good  men  are  gone, 
(and  some,  even,  without  a  discharge,)  and  carried  off  their 
arms,  which  I  wish  could  be  recovered,  as  being  in  much 
demand  here.  I  hope  every  disposition  of  the  troops,  this 
two  days  past,  will  prove  agreeable  to  you,  when  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  though,  to  gratify  some  Field- 
Officers,  I  shall  be  necessitated  to  hold  a  council  of  war 
to-morrow,  vvliich  I  pray  may  agree  in,  was  it  only  to  sa- 
tisfy the  Field-Officers.  1  pray  you  to  recommend,  in 
the  strongest  terms,  to  Congress,  the  absolute  necessity  of 
sending  a  sufficient  body  of  troops  here,  as  early  as  possi- 
ble ;  and  I  would  recommend  that  those  troops  already  on 
duty  at  New-  York,  for  expedition  sake,  be  forwarded  hertf, 
and  their  place  filled  up  as  fast  as  they  can  be  recruited. 

Medicines  are  much  wanted  here,  and  I  am  told  that  a 
Dr.  Beaumont  has  claimed  a  chest  worth  fifty  guineas, 
which  was  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and  ought  to  belong 
to  Congress.  If  this  is  a  fact,  I  could  wish  it  was  looked 
into,  as  the  most  expeditious  way  of  providing  a  supply 
for  the  Army,  and  which  must  be  provided.  I  hope  you 
will  not  forget  to  remind  the  Congress  of  the  necessity  of 
furnishing  a  suitable  chest  for  the  Army  that  may  be  or- 
dered here ;  a  thing  much  neglected  this  campaign  for  our 
Army. 

Musket  ball,  and  smaller  sized  balls  and  buckshot,  are 
wanting,  and  I  esteem  buckshot  more  serviceable  than 
generally  allowed.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  a  return 
of  the  killed  and  wounded ;  must,  therefore,  defer  it  till 
you  arrive. 

1  am,  dear  General,  your  most  humble  servant, 

_,    _,         ,  „,  Donald  Campbell. 

lo  General  Wooster. 

P.  S.  1  most  sincerely  wish  you  the  compliments  of  the 
season. 

colonel  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WOOSTER.  • 

General  Hospital,  January  2,  177S. 
Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  you,  three  days  since,  of  our  defeat 
and  the  death  of  General  Montgomery  and  others,  with 
all  the  information  I  then  had  of  the  matter.  We  have 
been  in  suspense,  with  regard  to  my  detachment,  until  this 
afternoon,  when  Major  iWetg's  was  sent  out,  with  a  flag,  for 
the  officers'  baggage,  who,  he  says,  are  all  taken  prisoners, 
except  Captain  Hendricks,  Ueutenant  Humphreys,  of  the 
Riflemen,  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  who  were  killed  in  the 
action.  General  Carleton  says  our  loss,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  is  a  hundred.  Major  Meigs  thinks  it  does  not 
exceed  sixty,  and  about  three  hundred  taken  prisoners, 
who  are  treated  very  humanely.  These  brave  men  sus- 
tained the  force  of  the  whole  garrison  for  three  hours,  but 
were  finally  obliged  to  yield  to  numbers,  and  the  advan- 
tageous situation  the  garrison  had  over  them.  Several 
other  officers,  I  am  told,  are  slightly  wounded.  We  had 
the  misfortune  of  losing  one  brass  six-pounder  in  the  en- 
gagement, and  all  our  mortars  were  taken  from  .Si.  Rogue's 
the  evening  after  the  engagement.  This  was  the  fault  of 
some  of  the  officers  who  commanded,  as  they  might  very 
easily  have  been  brought  away,  agreeable  to  my  positive 
orders  for  that  purpose.  Our  force,  at  this  time,  does  not 
exceed  eight  hundred  men,  including  Colonel  Livingston's 
Regiment  of  two  hundred  Canadians,  and  some  scattered 
Canadian  forces,  amounting  to  two  hundred  more.  Many 
of  the  troops  are  dejected,  and  anxious  to  get  home,  and 
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some  have  actually  set  off.  I  sball  endeavour  to  continue 
the  blockade  while  there  are  any  hopes  of  success.  For 
Clod's  sake  order  as  many  men  down  as  you  can  possibly 
spare,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  Montreal,  and  all  the 
mortars,  howitzers,  and  shells,  that  you  can  possibly  bring. 
I  hope  you  will  stop  every  rascal  who  has  deserted  from 
us,  and  bring  him  back  again. 

Every  possible  mark  of  distinction  was  shown  to  the 
corpse  of  General  Montgomery,  who  was  to  be  interred 
in  (^uebeck  this  day.  Had  he  been  properly  supported  by 
his  troops,  I  make  no  doubt  of  our  success.  We  are  short 
of  cash — not  more  than  four  or  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
only  twenty  barrels  of  salt  pork.  If  any  can  be  spared 
from  Montreal,  I  think  best  to  bring  it  down,  and  all  the 
butter. 

I  beg  you  will  transmit  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress,  and  another  to  his  Excel- 
lency General  Washington.  I  think  it  will  be  highly  ne- 
cessary, with  the  reinforcement  which,  1  make  no  doubt, 
Congress  will  send,  that  they  should  order  all  the  large 
mortars  and  howitzers  at  Crown-Point,  Ticonderoga,  and 
Fort-George,  on  to  tliis  place.  Monsieur  Pclissier,  who 
has  a  furnace  at  Three-Rivers,  assures  me  that  he  can 
cast  any  size  and  number  of  shells  between  this  and  the 
beginning  o(  April.  1  hope  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  will  not  think  of  sending  less  than  eight  or  ten 
thousand  men  to  secure  and  form  a  lasting  connection  with 
this  country. 

I  am  in  such  excessive  pain  from  my  wound,  (as  the 
bones  of  my  leg  are  affected,)  I  can  only  add  that  I  am, 
with  the  greatest  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  g  ^^^^^^  ^^j^^^j^  ^^^ 

To  General  Wooster. 

N.  B.  Many  officers  here  appear  dispirited;  your^pre- 
sence  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  I  don't  expect  to  be 
in  a  capacity  to  act  this  two  months.  „    Arnold 

Albany,  January  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  Through  the  great  hurry  in  which  the  express  was 
sent  off  from  hence,  the  enclosed  was  forgot. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 
bumble  servant,  p^,^,^  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Sir  :  1  have  sent  Colonel  Warner  to  throw  into  Canada 
whatever  numbers  of  men  he  can  procure  upon  what  are 
commonly  called  the  New- Hampshire  Grants ;  and,  in 
order  to  encourage  them  to  march  without  delay,  I  have 
offered  forty  shillings,  lawful,  as  a  bounty  to  the  men,  and 
a  month's  pay  to  the  officers,  and  an  allowance  of  one- 
sixth  of  a  dollar  per  day  from  their  leaving  home  until  they 
can  receive  Continental  provisions.  I  hope  the  Congress 
will  give  their  approbation  of  this  measure. 

I  am,  as  above,  yours,  &lc., 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  COLONEL  McDOrCALL. 

Cambridge,  January  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant  last  eve- 
ning, and  note  what  you  mention  of  the  cannon.  I  am  in 
daily  expectation  of  Colonel  Knox's  arrival,  and  until  he 
comes,  1  cannot,  with  certainty,  inform  you  whether  I  shall 
want  the  iron  cannon  or  not. 

Upon  examination  of  the  stores  that  were  on  board  the 
brigantine,  I  find  we  stand  in  great  need  of  shells,  and  shall 
esteem  it  a  particular  favour  if  you  will,  immediately  on 
receipt  hereof,  forward  the  eleven  hundred  specified  at  the 
foot  of  your  letter. 

i  am  told  that  there  is  a  vessel  arrived  with  you,  that 
brought  twenty  tons  of  powder.  1  need  not  inform  you 
the  great  necessity  I  am  in  for  that  article.  If  it  is  true 
that  this  quantity  is  arrived,  it  would  be  of  infinite  service 
to  the  great  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  that  the  whole,  or 
such  part  thereof  as  can  be  spared,  was  sent  with  the  utmost 
despatch  to  this  camp.  If  it  belongs  to  private  persons,  I 
request  you  will  purchase  it;  if  to  the  publick,  your  exert- 
ing your  influence  with  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  effect 


this  good  purpose,  will  very  much  oblige,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  Alexander  McDougall. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  January  13, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  exceedingly  painful  to  me  to  give 
you  so  much  trouble  as  I  have,  and  am  like  to  do,  in  thei 
support  of  our  lines  and  the  arrangement  of  the  new  Army. 
But  my  difficulties  must,  in  their  consequences,  devolve 
trouble  on  you.  To  my  very  great  surprise,  I  find  that  the 
whole  number  of  arms  which  have  been  stopped  from  the 
discharged  soldiers,  amount  to  no  more  than  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty  ;  and  of  that  number,  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  store,  the  rest  being  redeliver- 
ed to  the  recruits  who  liave  come  in.  I  also  find,  from  the 
report  of  the  Recruiting  officers,  that  few  men  are  to  be 
inlisted  who  have  arms  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  are 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  either  getting  no  men,  or  men 
without  arms.  Unhappy  situation  !  What  is  to  be  done, 
unless  their  Governments  will  exert  themselves  in  provi- 
ding arms  from  the  several  towns,  or  in  such  other  mannet 
as  to  them  shall  seem  speedy  and  effectual. 

To  account  for  this  great  deficiency  would  be  tedious, 
and  not  much  to  the  purpose.  Suffice  it,  generally,  to  say, 
that  it  has  arisen  from  two  causes:  the  badness  of  the  arms 
of  the  old  Army,  which  the  inspectors  and  valuers  of  did  not 
think  fit  to  detain  ;  and  to  the  disobedient  regiments,  which, 
in  spite  of  every  order  I  could  issue  to  the  contrary,  (even 
to  a  solemn  threat  of  stopping  the  pay  for  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  of  all  those  who  should  carry 
away  their  arms,)  have,  in  a  measure,  by  stealth,  borne 
them  away. 

I  am  glad  to  hear,  by  a  gentleman  of  your  honourable 
body,  who  does  me  the  honour  to  be  the  bearer  of  this  let- 
ter, that  you  have,  for  some  time  past,  been  collecting 
arms  at  Watertown,  whilst  a  good  deal  of  despatch  has 
been  used  in  making  them  elsewhere.  1  beg  to  know  how 
many  1  can  rely  upon,  as  the  recruits  now  coming  in  from 
the  country  will  be  useless  without.  It  is  to  no  purpose, 
I  find,  to  depend  upon  imported  arms.  What  you  can 
furnish,  I  must  take  on  behalf  of  the  Continent,  and  will, 
upon  notice,  send  some  gentlemen  to  receive  them.  Will 
it  be  prudent  to  apply  to  such  of  the  Militia  as  are  going 
away,  for  their  arms?  Leaving  it  optional  with  them,  can- 
not be  amiss ;  but,  will  the  necessity  of  the  case  justify  the 
policy  of  detaining  them?  I  ask  for  information,  being, 
with  great  truth  and  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

George  Washingtov. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, &c. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MATTHEW  THORNTON. 

Cambridge,  January  13,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  should  havfe  so  often  trou- 
bled you  respecting  this  Army,  and  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  you  again. 

To  my  great  surprise,  sir,  I  find  that,  notwithstanding  [ 
have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  prevent  the  soldiers  that 
would  not  reinlist  in  the  new  Army  from  carrying  away 
their  arms,  or  such  of  them  as  were  good,  the  whole  num- 
ber collected  amounts  to  only  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty,  of  which  there  are  no  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  now  in  store,  the  rest  being  delivered  to  the  recruits 
who  have  come  in. 

I  also  find,  from  the  report  of  the  Recruiting  officers, 
that  few  men  are  to  be  inlisted  who  have  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  that  they  are  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  alter- 
native of  getting  men  without  any,  or  no  men  at  all.  Un- 
happy situation  !  What  is  to  be  done  ?  Must  not  these 
Governments  exert  themselves  in  procuring  them  from  the 
several  towns,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  to  them  shall 
seem  most  effectual  and  speedy. 

To  account  minutely  for  this  great  deficiency  would  be 
tedious,  and  of  no  importance.  1  shall  only  say,  that  it  has 
arisen  from  two  causes,  to  wit :  the  badness  of  the  arms  of 
the  old  Army,  which  the  inspectors  and  appraisers  did  not 
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think  worth  detaining,  and  to  the  disobedience  of  some 
Regiments,  carrying  theirs  away,  in  a  manner,  by  stealth, 
notwithstanding  every  order  I  could  issue,  and  even  solemn 
threats  of  stopping  the  pay  for  the  months  o(  November 
and  December  of  those  that  should. 

The  prospect  of  getting  imported  arms  is  so  remote  and 
uncertain  that  I  cannot  depend  upon  it.  I,  therefore,  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  inform  me,  whether  you  have 
any,  and  what  number  belongs  to  the  Government,  as,  also, 
if  you  will  be  able  to  procure  more,  and  in  what  time.  If 
you  have  any,  or  can  get  them,  I  shall  be  glad  to  take 
them  on  account  of  the  United  Colonies.  They  must  be 
had  if  possible.  1  have  wrote  to  the  honourable  General 
Court  of  this  Province  about  the  same,  but  have  not  re- 
ceived their  answer.  Should  any  of  your  Militia  be  here 
when  I  get  your  answer,  will  it  be  prudent  to  apply  to  them 
for  their  arms?  Leaving  it  optional  in  them  cannot  be 
amiss  ;  but,  will  the  necessity  of  the  case  justify  an  invo- 
luntary detention  of  them  ?     I  ask  for  information. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  k.c., 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Convention  of  New-Hampshire. 


BENJAMIN  FESSENDEN  TO  JAMES  WARREN. 

Sandwich,  January  13, 1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  desire  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  members  of  the  Conmiittees  of  Correspondence 
and  Inspection  for  this  town,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
vote  passed  by  them  yesterday.  The  Committee  have 
done  all  in  their  power  to  stop  said  vessel,  referred  to  in 
the  vote,  and  have  had  repeated  assurances  that  she  should 
not  sail  without  liberty;  but,  as  she  has  sailed,  thought  it  a 
duty  incumbent  on  them,  to  give  information  of  it  to  the 
honourable  House,  that  if  any  thing  further  was  necessary, 
they  might  give  such  order  thereon  as  to  them  should,  in 
their  wisdom,  seem  best.  Mr.  Nye  is  a  member  of  our 
Committee,  and  to  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  a  more 
particular  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  owners,  relative  to 
their  sending  away  the  vessel. 

I  am,  honoured  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Fessenden. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Warren,  Esq. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  Correspondence  and  Inspection,  of  the  town  of 
Sandwich,  on  January  12,  1776,  Mr.  Stephen  Nye  was 
chosen  Chairman,  and  Benjamin  Fessenden,  Clerk. 

Present :  Messrs.  Stephen  Nye,  Eliakim  Tohey,  Lieu- 
tenant John  Dillingham,  Captain  Simeon  Fish,  Elisha 
Pope,  Nathaniel  Fish,  Seth  Freeman,  Esquire,  Lot  Nye, 
and  Benjamin  Fessenden. 

Whereas,  the'  Committees,  or  at  least  a  number  of  each, 
were  some  time  past  informed  that  a  certain  sloop,  re- 
puted to  be  owned  by  Solomon  Nye,  of  Falmouth,  Levi 
Barlow,  Jesse  Barlow,  and  Obed  Barlotv,  of  this  town, 
was  preparing  to  go  on  a  voyage  to  the  West-Indies,  con- 
trary to  the  recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress 
and  Provincial  Assembly ;  and,  in  consequence  thereof, 
ciiose  one  of  their  number  to  make  inquiry  into  the  affair ; 
and,  in  case  it  was  found  necessary,  to  make  application 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  stationed  in  this 
County  for  orders  for  them  to  stop  said  vessel,  or  some- 
thing similar  to  it,  the  proceedings  at  which  meeting  the 
Committee  cannot  now  come  at.  In  consequence  of  which, 
said  member  went  and  received  assurances  from  the  above 
Solomon  Nye  and  Jesse  Barlow,  that  said  vessel  should 
not  proceed  on  said  voyage  without  liberty  from  the  Ge- 
neral Court.  Notwithstanding  which,  we  last  week  re- 
ceived information  that  said  vessel  had  loaded  and  sailed 
on  said  voyage,  but  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  was  re- 
turned and  then  at  anchor.  On  which,  a  number  of  us 
met  and  passed  the  following  vote,  viz: 

That  Captain  Ward  Swift  be  requested  to  repair  on 
board  said  vessel,  with  such  aid  as  he  shall  judge  necessary, 
and  strip  her  of  her  sails,  or  take  some  other  effectual 
method  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  prosecute  said  voy- 
age until  tiiey  shall  obtain  liberty. 

In  consequence  of  which,  Captain  Swift  hath  attempted, 
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with  a  file  of  men,  to  stop  said  vessel ;  but,  before  he  could 
get  on  board,  she  came  to  sail,  and  is  gone  off. 

Tlierefore,  voted,  that  Captain  Benjamin  Fessenden  be 
desired  to  write  to  the  Speaker  of  the  honourable  House 
of  Representatives,  and  enclose  to  him  a  copy  of  this  vote. 
Unanimously  agreed  to.     A  true  copy  of  the  Minutes: 

B.  Fessenden. 


COLONEL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON, 
Camp  before  Quebook,  January  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  soon  hear  of  our 
misfortune  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  be  very  anxious  to 
know  our  present  situation.  Our  loss  and  repulse  struck 
an  amazing  panick  into  both  officers  and  men,  and  had  the 
enemy  improved  their  advantage,  our  affairs  here  must 
have  been  entirely  ruined.  It  was  not  in  my  power  to 
prevail  on  the  officers  to  attempt  saving  our  mortars  which 
had  been  placed  in  St.  Bo(fue's,  of  course  they  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  officers  and 
soldiers  instantly  set  off  for  Montreal,  and  it  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  I  could  persuade  the  rest  to  make  a 
stand.  The  panick  soon  subsided,  I  arranged  the  men  in 
such  order  as  effectually  to  blockade  the  city,  and  enable 
them  to  assist  each  other  if  attacked.  It  was  urged  by  the 
officers  to  move  our  ammunition  and  artillery  stores,  of 
which  we  had  a  large  quantity,  and  though  the  risk  was 
great,  I  could  not  approve  the  measure  as  it  would  un- 
doubtedly have  made  unfavourable  impressions  on  the 
minds  of  the  Canadians,  and  induced  them  to  withdraw 
their  assistance,  which  must  have  ended  in  our  utter  ruin. 
I,  therefore,  put  the  best  face  on  matters,  and  betrayed  no 
marks  of  fear.  I  have  withdrawn  the  cannon  from  our 
battery  and  placed  them  round  the  Magazine.  Our  present 
force  is  only  seven  hundred.  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of 
a  reinforcement  from  Montreal  of  two  or  three  hundred 
men.  I  expected  General  Wooster,  but  find  he  cannot 
leave  Montreal.  Colonel  Clinton  is  just  arrived.  1  have 
put  on  foot  the  raising  a  regiment  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Canadians,  which  1  make  no  doubt  of  effecting.  Our 
finances  are  very  low ;  however,  I  hope  we  shall  be  able 
to  rub  along.  Mr.  Price  is  our  only  resource,  and  has  ex- 
erted himself.  I  wait  with  great  anxiety  the  arrival  of  a 
reinforcement  from  below.  I  have  wrote  the  honourable 
Congress  my  opinion  that  five  thousand  men  will  be  neces- 
sary to  insure  us  Q^uebeck,  though  it  may  possibly  be  re- 
duced with  a  less  number ;  it  appears  a  blockade  may 
answer  the  purpose.  I  think  Quebeck  an  object  of  too 
much  consequence  to  trust  it  to  the  event.  If  reduced,  five 
thousand  men  will  be  necessary  for  a  garrison. 

Your  favour  of  the  5th  ultimo,  is  just  come  to  band.  It 
gives  me  a  most  sensible  pleasure  to  have  your  approba- 
tion of  my  conduct.  I  beg  you  would  accept  my  thanks 
for  the  notice  you  have  been  pleased  to  take  of  me  and  my 
officers,  in  your  new  establishment.  Most  of  them  are  pro  ■ 
vided  for  in  an  unexpected  manner,  not  very  pleasing  to 
me. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  Both  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  intrepidity ;  and 
had  not  the  General  been  basely  deserted  by  his  troops,  we 
should  doubtless  have  carried  the  town.  My  detachment 
had  carried  the  first  battery;  my  being  wounded,  and  the 
loss  of  their  guides,  retarded  them  much.  After  the  death 
of  the  General,  they  sustained  the  force  of  the  whole  gar- 
rison for  a  coi^siderable  time,  who  fired  from  under  cover, 
and  had  every  advantage  of  situation.  Their  retreat  was 
cut  off  by  the  enemy's  gaining  a  narrow  defile  through 
which  they  were  obliged  to  pass.  They  were  overpowered 
by  numbers  and  obliged  to  resign,  though  deserving  a  bet- 
ter fate.  Governour  Carleton  treats  them  with  humanity, 
and  has  given  leave  for  their  baggage  to  be  sent  in  to  them. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  priva- 
teers. I  think  the  balance  of  the  last  year's  account  is 
still  in  our  favour,  though  we  have  met  a  severe  check 
here.  1  hope  soon  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  General 
Lee,  or  some  experienced  officer,  here. 

1  heartily  wish  you  the  protection  and  blessing  of  thd 
Almighty,  and  am,  with  very  great  respect  and  esteem, 
dear  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Benedict  Arnold. 
To  General  Washington. 
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List  of  Killed,  Wounded,  and  Prisoners,  in  the  attack  on 
Qucbeck,  December  31,  1775  : 

The  brave  and  amiable  General  Montgomery,  killed ; 
Captain  Macjikerson,  his  Aid-de-camp,  killed  ;  Captain 
Cheeseman,  First  Battalion  Yorkers,  killed  ;  Captain  Hen- 
dricks, Pennsylvania  Riflemen,  killed;  l>ieuienant  Hum- 
phreys, Virginia  Riflemen,  killed ;  Lieutenant  Cooper, 
Connecticut,  killed. 

Colonel  Arnold,  wounded  in  the  leg ;  Major  Ogdcn,  in 
the  shoulder  ;  Captain  Lamb,  of  the  Train,  in  the  head  ; 
Captain  Hubbard,  sligiiily;  Captain  Topham,  slightly; 
Adjutant  Sted,  slightly ;  Quartermaster  Taylor,  slightly. 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  killed  and  wound- 
ed, about  sixty — names  unknown.  The  whole  detachment 
prisoners,  except  Captains  Smith,  Burr,  and  Hopkins, 
seven  subalterns,  and  about  two  hundred  privates,  sick  and 
on  command. 


COLONEL  HUNTINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUH  TRUMBULL. 

Camp  at  Roxbury,  January  14,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  have  your  esteemed  favour  of  the 
8ih  instant,  and  would  devouily  join  in  your  petitions,  that 
the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  in  His  publick  and  private  deal- 
ings, may  be  pro|ierly  and  profiiably  attended  to.  God 
has,  indeed,  appeared  for  our  land,  contrary  to  all  human 
reasoning.  The  principles  and  hopes  of  our  enemies  have 
failed  them ;  the  King's  speech,  threatening  as  it  is,  yet 
betrays,  in  almost  every  sentence,  the  imbecility  of  his 
measures.  The  Ministry,  it  seems,  have  still  a  morbid 
majority,  ft  will  give  the  minority  new  spirits,  that  so 
eminent  and  respectable  chaiactersas  the  Dukeof  Gro/ifon, 
General  Conway,  and  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  are  added 
to  their  number.  And,  before  this  time,  the  King's  affairs 
in  Canada  will  look  with  a  dark  aspect.  Boston  papers 
are,  now  a  days,  something  of  rarities.  I  enclose  you  one 
for  your  amusement ;  the  lengthy  address  in  it,  animad- 
verting on  the  address  from  our  Head-Quarters  to  the  sol- 
diers, has  inserted  one  sentence  very  erroneously.  "  Your 
officers  tell  you,  (lie  says,)  that  men  who  are  possessed  of 
a  vivacity,"  &.c.  The  word  "  not,"  which  is  essential  to  the 
meaning  of  the  sentence,  is  left  out.  As  light  as  they  make 
of  the  burning  of  two  or  three  old  houses  at  Charlestown, 
they  have  pulled  down  the  three  or  four  that  escaped  the 
flames.  The  troops  in  Boston  were  under  arms  all  night. 
1  have  alighted  upon  some  old  proclamations  in  the  house 
where  i  am.  As  they  are  old  things,  and  the  productions 
of  eminent  men,  1  have  had  thoughts  of  sending  some  of 
them  to  you. 

Recruits  come  in  slowly.  The  Regiments,  on  average, 
are  not  more  than  four  hundred  strong.  We  have,  how- 
ever, more  men  than  arms.  By  brother  David's  letter  to 
the  Major,  the  situation  of  affairs  at  New-  York  require  im- 
mediate attention.  That  Colony  has  hitherto  been,  and  I 
fear  will  forever  be,  a  moth  to  us.  1  almost  wish  its  capi- 
tal was  in  ashes. 

1  send  my  love  and  duty  to  mother,  brothers,  and  sis- 
ters, and  a  letter  to  son.  1  long  to  embrace  the  offspring 
of  my  dear  companion.  1  implore  the  Divine  mercy  that 
he  may,  by  his  improvements  and  dutifulness,  make  some 
amends  to  his  grand-parents  for  the  loss  of  their  lovely 
daughter.  That  he  may  be  a  blessing  to  his  friends  and 
the  world  ;  above  all,  that  his  name  be  written  in  Heaven. 
That  you  may  experience  much  of  the  presence  of  the 
Father  of  lights,  carrying  you  through  the  important  busi- 
ness of  your  station,  and  have  occasion  to  rejoice  in  the 
happy  fruits  of  your  care  and  labour. 

1  am,  with  all  duty  and  afiectionate  regards,  your  be- 
reaved son,  Jeuediah  Huntington. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


in  orders,  that  the  arms  of  such  men  as  did  not  reinlist, 
should  be  (or  such  of  them  as  were  good)  retained  at  the 
prices  which  should  be  aflixed  by  persons  appointed  to  in- 
spect and  value  them  ;  and  that  we  might  be  sure  of  them, 
1  added,  that  there  would  be  a  stoppage  of  pay  for  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  from  those  who  should 
carry  their  fue-locks  away  without  their  being  first  exa- 
mined. I  hoped,  by  these  precautions,  to  have  procured 
a  considerable  number;  but, sir,  1  find,  with  much  concern, 
that  from  the  badness  of  the  arms,  and  the  di5obe(lience  of 
too  many  in  bearing  them  off,  without  a  previous  inspec- 
tion, that  very  few  were  collected.  Neither  are  we  to  ex- 
pect that  many  will  be  brought  in  by  the  new  recruits;  the 
officers  who  are  out  inlisting  having  reported  that  few  men 
who  have  arms  will  engage  in  the  service,  and  that  they 
are  under  the  disagreeable  alternative  of  taking  men  with- 
out arms,  or  of  getting  none.  Uniiappy  situation,  and 
much  to  be  deplored  !  especially,  when  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  convince  us,  that  we  have  to  contend  witli  a  formi- 
dable army,  well  provided  of  every  necessary,  and  that 
there  will  be  a  most  vigorous  exertion  of  Ministerial  ven- 
geance against  us,  as  soon  as  they  think  themselves  in  a 
condition  for  it.  1  hope  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
afford  us  relief.     If  it  is  not,  what  must,  what  can  be  done  ? 

Our  treasury  is  almost  exhausted,  and  the  demands 
against  it  very  considerable.  A  constant  su|)ply  of  money 
to  answer  every  claim  and  exigency,  would  much  promote 
the  good  of  the  service.  In  the  common  affairs  of  life  it 
is  useful  ;  in  war  it  is  absolutely  necessary  and  essential. 
I  would  beg  leave,  too,  to  remind  you  of  tents,  and  of  their 
importance,  hoping,  that  if  an  opjiorlunity  has  offered,  you 
have  procured  them. 

1  fear  that  our  Army  will  not  be  raised  to  the  new  esta- 
blishment in  any  reasonable  time,  if  ever;  the  inlisting  goes 
on  so  very  slow,  that  it  almost  seems  at  an  end. 

In  my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  I  wrote  you  that  I  had  received 
certain  intelligence  from  a  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  others, 
that  two  of  the  five  regiments  from  Cork,  were  arrived  at 
Halifax,  one  at  Boston,  and  the  two  others  had  sailed  for 
Qucbcck,  and  had  not  been  heard  of.  I  am  now  assured, 
as  a  matter  to  be  relied  on,  by  four  captains  of  ships,  who 
left  England  about  the  2d  November,  and  who  appear  to 
be  men  of  veracity,  that  the  whole  of  these  regiments,  (ex- 
cept the  three  companies  that  arrived  at  Boston  some  time 
ago,)  when  they  sailed,  were  at  Milford-Haven,  where 
they  had  been  obliged  to  put  in  by  a  violent  storm  tlie  19th 
of  October;  that  they  would  not  be  able  to  leave  it  for 
a  considerable  time,  as  they  were  under  the  necessity  of 
repairing  their  vessels  and  getting  some  new  ones  taken  up. 
Such  is  the  uncertainly  and  contradiction  in  what  I  now 
hear,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  know  what  to  believe  or  dis- 
believe. 

1  wrote  to  the  General  Court  yesterday,  and  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New-Hampshire,  immediately  upon  seeing  the 
great  deficiency  in  our  arms,  praying  that  they  would  inte- 
rest themselves  in  the  matter,  and  furnish  me  with  all  in 
their  power.  Whether  I  shall  get  any,  or  what  quantity, 
I  cannot  determine,  having  not  received  their  answers. 
The  same  application  will  be  made  to  the  Governments  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  send  you  sundry  newspapers, 
I  received  from  the  above-mentioned  captains,  as  they  may 
be  later  than  any  you  have  seen,  and  contain  some  inte- 
resting intelligence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  and  regard, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  January  25,  177C,  referred  to  the  Comiriiltee  of  Correspondence.] 

Cambridge,  January  14,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  applying  to  you,  and  calling  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  stale  of  our  arms,  which  is  truly  alarming. 
Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  old  Army,  1  was  apprehensive 
that  the  new  would  be  deficient  in  this  instance ;  and  that 
the  want  might  be  as  inconsiderable  as  possible,  I  gave  it 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOSEPH   REED. 

Cambridge,  January  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  bearer  presents  an  opportimity  to  me 
of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  which  never  came  to  my  hands  till  last  night,  and, 
if  I  have  not  done  it  before,  of  your  other  letter  of  the 
23d  preceding. 

The  hints  you  have  communicated  from  time  to  time, 
not  only  deserve,  but  do  most  sincerely  and  cordially  meet, 
with  my  thanks.  You  cannot  render  a  more  acceptable 
service,  nor,  in  my  estimation,  give  me  a  more  convincing 
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proof  of  your  friendship,  than  by  a  free,  open,  and  undis- 
guised account  of  every  matter  rehitive  to  niyself  or  con- 
duct. I  can  bear  to  liear  of  imputed  or  real  errors.  Tiie 
man  who  wishes  to  stand  well  in  tiie  opinion  of  others, 
must  do  this,  because  he  is  thereby  enabled  to  correct  his 
faults,  or  remove  the  prejudices  which  are  imbibed  against 
him.  For  this  reason,!  shall  thank  you  forgiving  me  the 
opinions  of  the  world  upon  such  points  as  you  know  me 
to  be  interested  in  :  for,  as  1  have  but  one  capital  object  in 
view,  I  could  wish  to  make  my  conduct  coincide  with  the 
wishes  of  mankind,  as  far  as  1  can  consistently  ;  I  mean, 
without  departing  from  that  great  line  of  duty  which, 
though  hid  under  a  cloud  for  some  time,  from  a  peculiarity 
of  circumstances,  may,  nevertheless,  bear  a  scrutiny. 

]My  constant  attention  to  the  great  and  perplexing  ob- 
jects which  continually  rise  to  my  view,  absorbs  all  lesser 
considerations,  and,  indeed,  scarcely  allows  me  to  reflect 
that  there  is  such  a  body  in  existence  as  the  General  Court 
of  this  Colony,  but  when  1  am  reminded  of  it  by  a  Com- 
mittee; nor  can  I,  upon  recollection,  discover  in  what  in- 
stances (I  wish  they  would  be  more  explicit)  I  have  been 
inattentive  to  or  sliithted  them.  They  could  not,  surely, 
conceive  that  there  was  a  propriety  in  unbosoming  the  se- 
crets of  an  army  to  them  ;  that  it  was  necessary  to  ask  their 
opinion  of  throwing  up  an  intrenchment  or  forming  a  bat- 
talion. It  must,  therefore,  be  what  1  before  hinted  to  you  ; 
and  how  to  remedy  it  1  hardly  know,  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  few  of  the  members,  never  go  out  of  my  own  lines, 
nor  see  any  of  them  in  them. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  that  your  little  fleet  has 
been  shut  in  by  the  frost.  I  hope  it  has  sailed  ere  this, 
and  given  you  some  proof  of  the  utility  of  it,  and  enabled 
the  Congress  to  bestow  a  little  more  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  this  .Army,  which  suffers  exceedingly  by  their  overmuch 
business,  or  too  little  attention  to  it.  We  are  now  without 
any  money  in  our  treasury,  powder  in  our  magazines,  or 
arms  in  our  stores.  We  are  without  a  Brigadier,  (the  want 
of  whom  has  been  twenty  times  urged,)  Engineers,  Ex- 
presses, (though  a  Committee  has  been  appointed  these 
two  months  to  establish  them,)  and,  by-and-by,  when  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to  take  the  field,  shall  not  have  a  tent 
to  lie  in.     Apropos,  what  is  doing  with  mine? 

These  are  evils,  hut  small  in  comparison  of  those  which 
disturb  my  present  repose.  Our  inlistments  are  at  a  stand ; 
tlie  fears  1  ever  entertained  are  realized ;  that  is,  the  dis- 
contented officers  (for  I  do  not  know  how  else  to  account 
for  ii)  have  thrown  such  difficulties  or  stumbling-blocks  in 
the  way  of  recruiting,  that  I  no  longer  entertain  a  hope  of 
completing  the  Army  by  voluntary  inlistments,  and  1  see 
no  move  nor  likelihood  to  do  it  by  other  means.  In  the 
last  two  weeks,  we  have  inlisted  but  about  a  thousand 
men ;  whereas,  1  was  confidently  led  to  believe,  by  all  the 
officers  I  conversed  with,  that  we  should,  by  this  time, 
have  had  the  regiments  nearly  completed.  Our  total 
number  upon  paper  amounts  to  about  ten  thousand  five 
hundred ;  but,  as  a  large  portion  of  these  are  returned 
"  not  joined,"  I  never  expect  to  receive  them,  as  an  inef- 
fectual order  has  once  issued  to  call  them  in.  Another  is 
now  gone  forth,  peremptorily  requiring  all  officers,  under 
pain  of  being  cashiered,  and  recruits,  of  being  treated  as 
deserters,  to  join  their  respective  regiments  by  the  first  day 
of  next  monih,  that  I  may  know  my  real  strength  ;  but,  if 
my  fears  are  not  imaginary.  I  shall  have  a  dreadful  account 
of  the  advanced  month's  pay.  In  consequence  of  the  as- 
surances given,  and  my  expectation  of  having,  at  least, 
men  enough  inlisted  to  defend  our  lines,  (to  which  may  be 
added  my  unwillingness  to  burden  the  cause  with  unneces- 
sary expense,)  no  relief  of  Militia  has  been  ordered  in  to 
supply  the  places  of  those  who  are  released  from  their 
engagements  to-morrow,  and  as  to  whom,  though  many 
have  promised  to  continue  out  the  month,  there  is  no  se- 
curity for  their  stay. 

Thus  am  I  situated,  with  respect  to  men.  With  regard 
to  arms,  I  am  yet  worse  off.  I3efore  the  dissolution  of  the 
old  Army,  1  issued  an  order,  directing  three  judicious  men 
of  each  brigade,  to  attend,  review,  and  appraise  the  good 
arms  of  every  regiment;  and,  finding  a  very  great  unwil- 
lini'ness  in  the  men  to  part  with  their  arms,  (at  the  same 
time  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  pay  them  for  the  months 
of  JSovcmber  and  December,)  I  threatened  severely,  that 
every  soldier  who  should  carry  away  bis  fire-lock  without 


leave,  should  never  receive  pay  for  those  months.  Yet,  sO: 
many  have  been  carried  off,  partly  by  stealth,  but  chielly 
as  condemned,  that  we  have  not,  at  this  time,  one  iiundred 
guns  in  the  stores,  of  all  that  have  been  taken  in  the  jirize- 
ship  and  from  the  soldiery,  notwithstanding  our  regiments 
are  not  half  complete.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  told,  and 
believe  it,  that,  to  restrain  the  inlistment  to  men  with  arms, 
you  will  get  but  few  of  the  former,  and  still  fewer  of  the 
latter,  which  would  be  good  for  any  thing.  How  to  get, 
furnished,  I  know  not.  I  have  applied  to  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  but  with  what  success,  time,  only, 
can  tell.  The  reflection  on  my  situation,  and  that  of  this 
Army,  produces  many  an  unhappy  horn-,  when  all  around 
me  are  wrapped  in  sleep.  Few  people  know  the  predica-- 
ment  we  are  in,  on  a  thousand  accounts;  fewer,  still,  will 
believe,  if  any  disaster  happens  to  these  lines,  from  what 
cause  it  flows.  I  have  often  thought,  how  much  happier 
1  should  have  been,  if,  mstead  of  accepting  the  command 
under  such  circumstances,  I  had  taken  my  musket  on  my 
shoulder  and  entered  the  ranks;  or,  if  I  could  have  justi- 
fied the  measure  to  posterity  and  my  own  conscience,  had 
retired  to  the  back  country  and  lived  in  a  wigwam.  If  I 
shall  be  able  to  rise  superior  to  these  and  many  other  diffi- 
culties which  might  be  enumerated,  1  shall  most  religiously 
believe  that  the  finger  of  Providence  is  in  it,  to  blind  tho 
eyes  of  our  enemies;  for,  surely,  if  we  get  well  through 
this  month,  it  must  be  for  want  of  their  knowing  the  dis- 
advantages we  labour  under. 

Could  I  have  foreseen  the  difficulties  which  have  come 
upon  us;  could  1  have  known  that  such  a  backwardness 
would  have  been  discovered,  among  the  old  soldiers,  to  the 
service,  all  the  Generals  upon  earth  should  not  have  con- 
vinced me  of  the  propriety  of  delaying  an  attack  upon 
Boston  till  this  time.  When  it  can  now  be  attempted,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say  ;  but  thus  much  I  will  answer 
for,  that  no  opportunity  can  present  itself  earlier  than  my 
wishes.  But,  as  this  letter  discloses  some  interesting , 
truths,  I  shall  be  somewhat  uneasy  until  I  hear  it  gets  to 
your  hands,  although  the  conveyance  is  thought  safe. 

We  made  a  successful  attempt,  a  few  nights  ago,  u|)on 
the  houses  near  Bunker's  Hill.  A  party,  under  Major 
Knowlton,  crossed  upon  the  mill-dam,  the  night  being 
dark,  and  set  fire  to  and  burnt  down  eight,  out  of  fourteen 
which  were  standing,  and  which  we  found  they  were  daily 
pulling  down  for  fuel.  Five  soldiers  and  the  wife  of  one 
of  them,  inhabiting  one  of  the  houses,  were  brought  off 
prisoners;  another  soldier  was  killed  ;  none  of  ours  hurt. 

Having  undoubted  information  of  the  embarkation  of 
troops  (somewhere  from  three  to  five  hundred)  at  Boston, 
and  being  convinced  they  are  designed  either  for  the  JSew- 
York  Government  (from  whence  we  have  some  very  dis- 
agreeable accounts  of  the  conduct  of  the  Tories)  or  Vir- 
ginia, I  despatched  General  Lee,  a  few  days  ago,  in  order 
to  secure  the  City  of  New- York  from  falling  into  their 
hands,  as  the  consequences  of  such  a  blow  might  prove 
fatal  to  our  interests.  He  is,  also,  to  inquire  a  little  into 
the  conduct  of  the  Long-Islanders,  and  such  others  as 
have,  by  their  conduct  and  declarations,  proved  themselves 
inimical  to  the  common  cause.  To  effect  these  purposes, 
he  is  to  raise  volunteers  in  Connecticut,  and  call  upon  the 
troops  of  New-Jersey,  if  not  contrary  to  any  order  of 
Congress. 

By  a  ship  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  we 
have  London  prints  to  the  2d  o(  November,  containing  the 
Addresses  of  Parliament,  which  are  little  more  than  a  re- 
petition of  the  Speech,  with  assurances  of  standing  by  his 
Majesty  with  lives  and  fortunes.  The  captains  (for  there 
were  three  or  four  of  them  passengers)  say,  that  we  have 
nothing  to  expect  but  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  Ad- 
ministration, who  have  a  dead  majority  u|)on  all  questions, 
although  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  General  Conway  have 
joined  the  minority,  as,  also,  the  Bishop  o(  Peterborough. 
These  captains  affirm,  confidently,  that  the  five  regiments 
from  //'e/a/uZ  cannot,  any  of  them,  have  arrived  at  Halifax, 
inasmuch  as,  by  a  violent  storm  on  the  19th  of  October, 
the  transports  were  forced,  in  a  very  distressed  condition, 
into  Milford-Haven,  and  were  not  in  a  condition  to  put  to 
sea  when  they  left  London;  and  the  weather  has  been 
such,  since,  as  to  prevent  heavy-loaded  ships  from  making 
passage  by  this  time.  One  or  two  transports,  they  add, 
were  thought  to  be  lost ;  but  these  arrived  some  consider- 
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able  time  ago  at  Boston,  with  tliree  companies  of  the  Se- 
venteenth Regiment. 

Mr.  Sayre  lias  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  upon  the 
information  of  a  certain  Lieutenant  or  Adjutant  Richard- 
son, (formerly  of  your  city,)  for  treasonable  practices ;  an 
intention  of  seizing  his  Majesty  and  possessing  himself  of 
the  Tower,  it  is  said  in  "  The  Crisis."  But  he  is  admitted 
to  bail,  himself  in  five  hundred  pounds,  and  two  sureties  in 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each. 

What  arc  the  conjectures  of  the  wise  ones  with  you,  as 
to  the  French  armament  in  the  Wcst-Iniliesl  But,  pre- 
vious to  this,  is  there  any  certainty  of  such  an  armament? 
The  captains,  who  are  sensible  men,  heard  nothing  of  this 
when  they  left  England;  nor  does  tliere  appear  any  ap- 
prehensions, on  this  score,  in  any  of  the  measures  or 
speeches  of  Administration.  I  should  think  the  Congress 
will  not,  ought  not,  to  adjourn  at  this  important  crisis. 

But  it  is  highly  necessary,  when  I  am  at  the  end  of  the 
second  sheet  of  paper,  that  I  should  adjourn  my  account 
of  matters  to  another  letter.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  Mrs. 
Washington's  name,  thank  you  for  your  good  wishes  to- 
wards her,  and  witii  compliments,  added  to  mine,  to  Mrs. 
Reed,  conclude,  dear  sir,  your  sincere  and   affectionate 

^^'■''^"''  George  Washington. 

To  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 

[general  Washington]  to  colonel  wentworth. 

Cambrklge,  January  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  10th  instant,  with 
sundry  newspapers,  packages,  &.C.,  by  your  young  man, 
and  to  return  you  liis  thanks  for  the  sarpe,  and  your  great 
attention  to  the  directions  he  has  given  you.  He  is  much 
obliged  for  your  information  respecting  the  store-ships,  and 
wishes  will)  you  that  they,  or  some  of  them  may  be  brought 
safe  into  port  by  our  armed  cruisers,  as  they  will  be  of 
immense  value  to  us. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  inc. 
To  Joshua  fVentioorth,  Esq.,  Portsmouth. 

GOOCHLAND  COUNTY  (vIKGINIa)   COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  oi  Goochland  County, 
at  the  Court-House,  on  Monday,  January  15,  1776: 

Present  seventeen  Members. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Douglas  being  summoned  to  this 
Committee  on  the  information  of  sundry  witnesses,  that  the 
said  William  Douglas  had  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the 
people  of  America,  appeared,  and  after  the  witnesses  were 
examined,  this  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Doug- 
las has  said  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  and  that  he  should 
be  acquitted  with  honour. 

George  Underwood,  County  Clerk. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  COUNTY  (vIRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Prince 
Edward,  January  15,  1776: 

Samuel  Burks,  an  inhabitant  of  this  County,  having  been 
summoned  to  attend  this  Committee,  in  consequence  of  an 
information  lodged  against  the  said  Burks,  on  suspicion  of 
his  having  acted  as  an  enemy  to  America,  appeared,  and 
after  hearing  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses,  summoned 
and  examined  relative  to  Mr.  Burks's  conduct,  it  appears 
to  this  Committee,  that  the  report  was  altogether  false  and 
groundless,  and  that  the  said  Burks  is  entirely  innocent  of 
the  charge:  wherefore,  he  is  honourably  acquitted. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolves  be  trans- 
mitted to  Mr.  Alexander  Purdie,  and  entreat  him  to  pub- 
lish the  same. 

John  Nash,  Jun.,  Chairman  pro  tern, 
Benjamin  Lawson,  Clerk. 


ACCOMACK  COUNTY  (vIRGINIa)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Accomack  County,  ) 
January  15,  1776.      J 

A  complaint  being,  heretofore,  lodged  against  Captain 
Custis  Kcllum,  mariner,  a  native  of  this  County,  for  that 


he  has  opposed  the  measures  adopted  by  the  honourable 
the  Convention  of  this  Colony  for  raising  troops,  and  pre- 
vented, as  much  as  in  his  power,  recruits  from  being  raised 
in  the  said  service,  and  liiat  he  also  has  expressed  himself  in 
language  inimical  to  the  American  cause,  the  said  Kellum 
this  day  appeared,  and  answered  the  same;  and  sundry 
witnesses  being  examined  on  oath,  it  appeared,  that  he  has 
much  opposed  the  said  measures,  and  prevented  men  from 
listing  in  the  said  service,  and  that  he  expressed  himself  in 
these  words,  viz :  "  Damn  the  Bostonians,  what  are  they 
but  a  pack  of  G-rf  damned  Rebels?" 

The  Committee  taking  this  case  into  consideration,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  he  has  acted  the  part  of  an 
enemy  to  his  country,  and  that  the  same  be  published  in 
the  Gazette;  but  the  said  Kcllum  appeared  penitent,  and 
expressing  himself  very  sorry  for  his  past  imprudent  conduct, 
promising  to  behave  himself  for  the  future  in  such  manner 
as  to  regain  and  merit  the  confidence  of  his  countrymen, 
and  being  seemingly  convinced  of  his  error,  and  voluntarily 
signed  the  Recantation  hereafter  written,  it  is  recommend- 
ed to  his  said  countrymen  to  receive  him  into  their  former 
favour  and  good  opinion  : 

"  Whereas,  I  have  spoken  sundry  very  malicious  and 
disgraceful  words  of  the  noble  and  spirited  Sons  of  Liberty  in 
New-England,  now  bleeding  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and 
have  been  so  impudent  as  to  find  fault  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  honourable  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  do  hereby 
acknowledge,  that  my  former  opinion  of  the  Bostonians, 
and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  honourable  Convention,  was 
founded  on  mean  and  narrow  principles,  and  that  1  do 
hereby  renounce  the  same,  and  will,  for  the  future,  conduct 
myself  in  such  a  manner  as  shall  merit  the  good  opinion  of 
the  good  people  of  this  country  and  the  publick  in  general, 
against  wliom  I  have  offended  ;  and  hope  for  this,  my  free 
and  open  recantation  and  acknowledgment,  to  receive  par- 
don and  forgiveness  from  the  publick  for  my  above  offence." 

"CusTis  Kellum." 

Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

John  Powell,  Clerk. 


DANIEL  OF  ST.  THOMAS   JENIFER  TO  CHARLES  CARROLL, 
BARRISTER. 

Stepney,  January  15,  1776. 

My  Dear  Barrister:  Governour  £i/en  is  now  with 
me,  and  very  desirous  and  willing  to  co-operate  with  you 
and  Mr.  Tilghman,  and  such  other  gentlemen  of  the  Con- 
vention, as  are  willing  to  disperse  the  cloud  that  has  almost 
overshadowed  and  ready  to  burst  upon  us.  Let  me,  there- 
fore, beg  and  beseech  you  to  use  your  influence  with  Mr. 
Tilghman,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Holliday,  and  Mr.  Stone,  to 
dine  with  me  to-morrow  if  the  Convention  should  breakup 
in  time,  if  not  the  next  or  any  other  day  that  may  suit.  I 
know  the  Eastern-Shore  gentlemen  are  anxious  to  get 
home,  but  I  flatter  myself,  that  they  will  think  an  addi- 
tional day  to  the  many  they  have  spent  on  publick  busi- 
ness will  not  be  thrown  away  in  attempting  to  form  a  plan 
which  may  save  millions  of  money  and  thousands  of  lives. 
1  know  your  disposition,  and  need  say  no  more,  but  to  de- 
sire that  you  will  communicate  my  request  to  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  and  send  an  answer  by  Charles,  who 
will  wait  your  commands. 

I  am,  truly  and  affectionately  yours, 

Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer. 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister. 


CHARLES  CARROLL,  BARRISTER,  TO  DANIEL  OF  ST.  THOMAS 
JENIFER. 

January  15,  1776. 

My  Dear  Major:  I  communicated  your  letter  to  the 
gentlemen  you  mentioned  ;  they  will,  with  the  utmost  plea- 
sure, lend  their  assistance  to  form  a  plan  for  the  very  good 
purposes  you  mention,  and  would  most  willingly  wait  on 
you  to  dinner  to-morrow,  but  think  it  impossible  they  can 
get  back  time  enough  to  meet  the  House  in  the  afternoon. 
Will  it  be  agreeable  to  the  Governour  and  yourself  to  take 
a  scrap  of  dinner  with  me  to-morrow.  You  know  I  cannot 
give  you  meat,  but  you  shall  both  be  most  heartily  wel- 
come to  what  I  can  give  you.  We  expect  the  Conven- 
tion will  break  up  to-morrow  evening.     Pray  let  me  hear 
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from  yoti  to-morrow  morning  early,  we  must  have  a  meet- 
ing.     5four  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  wrote  you  a  note  about  dinner  time,  on  the 
appointment  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  which  I  hope  you 
received. 

CHRISTOPHER  GADSDEN  TO  COMMODORE  HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  last  night  received  my  orders  to  go  to  Carolina, 
and  expect  to  set  out  on  Thursday  morning  for  one  of  our 
pilot  boats,  now  at  New-Castle,  in  which  1  shall  take  my 
chance.  Should  you  come  out  our  way,  if  you  think  pro- 
per to  let  me  know  to-morrow  or  next  day,  what  signal  you 
will  show  when  off  our  bar,  you  may  depend  on  my  keep- 
ing a  good  look  out  for  you,  and  let  nobody  know  the  sig- 
nal, but  when  it  is  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Christopher  Gadsden. 

To  the  Honourable  Eseck  Hoplcins,  Esq.,  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Fleet  of  the  United  Colonies. 

(Signal  :  Some  one  of  the  fleet,  if  together,  or  the  small 
sloop,  if  alone,  will  hoist  a  striped  flag  half  up  to  flying-stay.) 


Imported  by  Capt.  Murray,     -----         100  lbs. 

17,800  lbs. 
Disposed  of    -----.----  11,455   " 

6,350  lbs. 
This,  only,  remains  for  our  musketry  and  field  artillery. 

Disposition  of  the  Powder  since  17th  April: 
Sold,  and  distributed  among  the  people,  -     -        900  lbs. 
Sent,  by  land,  to  Canada,  early  in  June,  of  our 

powder, 200   «' 

Soon  after  sent  there,      -------     1,200   " 

To  Ticonderoga  and  Albany, 300   " 

To  the  Northern  Army,  in  October,         -     -     1,400   " 
Sold,  and  gave  to  the  Minute-Men  of  the  Colony,  2,000   " 

To  ^u/o/A:,  of  the  last, 1,000   " 

To  Westchester,      do. 1 ,000   " 

Deposited  at  the  Fort,  for  the  upper  Counties,  3,000   " 
Paid  a  debt  to  Jersey,    -------        450   " 

11,450  lbs. 

Sir,  my  memory  does  not  serve   me,  without    looking 

over  the  Journals,  as  to  several  small  parcels  of  Powder 

delivered  out;  but  the  whole  now  in  the  Magazine,  and  in 

the  Barracks,  is  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  quarter  casks. 

Alexander  McDougall. 
To  Philip  Lieingston,  Esq. 


NEW-YORK  delegates  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  January  17,  1776.] 

New- York,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir:  Mr.  Livingston  arrived  here  on  Saturday,  and 
immediately  communicated  to  us  your  letters,  desiring  us 
to  purchase  a  quantity  of  powder,  Sic,  we  accordingly  made 
a  particular  inquiry  how  much  of  that  article  is  now  in  this 
Province,  and  find  there  is  not,  nor  has  there  been,  any 
since  last  April,  but  what  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  here,  of  which  we  send  an  account  enclosed, 
whereby  it  appears  that  there  is  now  in  the  publick  store 
six  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which,  with 
what  is  due  from  the  Continent  to  this  Province,  is  all  the 
stock  they  have  ;  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  quarter  casks 
was  all  the  powder  that  was  brought  from  Curacoa,  though 
it  was  said  that  it  was  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  bar- 
rels, and  that  several  other  vessels,  which  arrived  about  the 
same  time,  had  also  brought  powder,  which  was  without 
foundation. 

A  report  prevails  here  that  a  fleet  of  eighteen  trans- 
ports, three  ships  of  war,  and  a  bomb-ketch,  have  sailed 
from  Boston;  that  General  Lee  has  desired  Governour 
Trumbull  to  get  fifteen  hundred  men  in  readiness,  with  all 
despatch ;  that  he  intended  to  march  with  a  small  body  of 
men  from  Cambridge  to  Connecticut,  and  with  the  troops 
to  be  raised  in  Connecticut  to  march  to  this  place ;  but,  as 
it  is  probable  you  have  information  from  the  General,  it 
will  be  needless  for  us  to  enlarge. 

The  Asia  and  Phenix  are  both  in  this  harbour,  and  the 
Viper  at  Sandy- Hook. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Alsop, 
Francis  Lewis. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


colonel  McDOUGALL   to  PHILIP  LIVINGSTON. 

New-York,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  have  given  you,  at 
foot,  an  account  of  all  the  Powder  this  Colony  has  been 
possessed  of  since  the  battle  of  Lexington  to  this  day. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Alexander  McDougall. 

Powder  in  our  possession  since  April,  1775 : 

In  the  Magazine  on  that  day,  about    -     -     -     1,000  lbs. 

Reported  from  Pensacola, -     1,500   " 

Do.         by  Capt.  A.  Laurence,    -     -     -     -     3,600  " 
Do.        by  Capt.  Cannon,  from  Curacoa,  462 

quarter  barrels,  equal  to  -----     -  11,500  " 


17,700  lbs. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  ALBANY  TO 
ONE  IN  HARTFORD,  DATED  JANUARY  15,  1776. 

Liast  Friday  c&me  an  express  to  this  city,  with  the  news 
that  Sir  John  Johnston,  (son  of  the  late  Sir  fVilliam,)  with 
about  five  hundred  men,  and  a  few  Indians,  {Mohawks,y 
were  assembling  in  hostile  posture,  &tc.  The  County 
Committee  convened  immediately,  and  ordered  the  Mi- 
nute-Men in  Albany,  Schenectady,  Schoharie,  Half- 
Moon,  Sic,  to  march  to  Johnstown,  with  four  days  pro- 
vision, an  axe  to  every  sixth  man.  Sic,  who  are  now  gone 
and  going ;  but  I  rather  guess  will  prove  a  false  alarm,  in 
part,  or,  at  least,  less  alarming  than  at  first  received. 

P.  S.  Monday  Evening,  January  15. — ^To-morrow 
morning,  very  early,  General  Schuyler,  vi'ith  the  multitudes 
come  in  from  Berkshire,  and  all  around,  (except  those 
gone  forward  to  Schenectady,  and  some  sent  home  to  pre- 
pare for  the  tour  of  Canada,)  will  set  off  for  Johnstown. 
This  city  is  in  the  greatest  confusion  ;  every  countenance 
is  changed  ;  Whigs  depressed  and  melancholy,  and  imme- 
diately animated  and  revengeful,  or  rather  spirited  for  a 
noble  and  vigorous  effort  in  the  cause  of  liberty;  whilst  the 
Tories  prick  up  their  ears.  One  of  them,  lor  publickly 
rejoicing  at  General  Montgomery's  untimely  fall,  is  closet- 
ed in  the  City-Hall. 

P.  S.  I6th,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. — The  General  just  gone 
to  Schenectady,  on  his  way  to  Johnstoum,  accompanied  by 
many  good  soldiers,  &c.     Success  attend  them. 

MESSAGE   TO    THE    MOHAWKS,    BY    MR.    BLEECKER,    INDIAN 
INTERPRETER,  JANUARY   15,   1776. 

Brothers :  I  am  sent  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  to  acquaint  you  that  the  brethren  of  Albany 
have  received  information  that  several  persons,  in  and  about 
Johnstown,  are  busy  in  inlisting  men  to  cut  our  throats,  and 
are  making  other  hostile  preparations  to  assist  in  enslaving 
this  country,  and  to  prevent  and  stop  up  the  road  of  com- 
munication to  the  westward.  Your  Albany  brothers,  on 
this  alarming  occasion,  have  collected  their  warriors,  and 
are  now  sending  them  up  the  river,  in  order  to  inquire  into 
the  truth  of  the  report,  and  act  thereupon  as  they  may 
judge  needful. 

Brothers:  Be  not  alarmed  at  these  preparations ;  nothing 
is  intended  against  you  ;  our  own  safety  and  liberty  impel 
us  to  this  measure ;  you  can  rest  perfectly  satisfied  that  we 
will  invariably  pursue  our  friendly  disposition  towards  you, 
and  expect  that  you  will,  agreeable  to  the  promises  you 
made  us  at  Albany,  take  no  part  in  the  present  struggle. 

Brothers:  We  promised  you,  last  Summer,  that  Sir  John 
and  his  family  should  not  be  molested,  while  he  took  no 
measures  against  us:  We  are  yet  of  that  mind  ;  and,  if  he 
has  acted  as  an  honest  man,  he  need  not  fear  any  danger. 

Brothers :  Lest  the  preparations  and  march  into  your 
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country  should  alarm  the  Sx  Nations,  we  desire  that  you 
will  send  some  of  your  young  men  with  this  speech  to  the 
end  of  the  House  of  the  Six  JSadons,  that  no  uneasiness 
may  take  place  in  their  minds. 

Reply  of  the  Mohawks,  sent  by  Mr.  Bleecker. 
Brothers:  This  belt  we  present  to  tlie  Commissioners 
of  the  Twelve  United  Colonics,  and  our  brothers  of  Alba- 
ny, and  desire  them  that  the  troops  that  were  coming  up 
should  not  come  up  so  speedily  ;  that,  perhaps,  a  mode 
might  be  pointed  out  to  have  it  sealed  in  an  easier  man- 
ner ;  that,  perhaps,  in  case  the  troops  came  up,  it  might 
be  a  means  to  stop  up  the  road,  and,  perhaps,  create  an 
uneasiness  in  their  minds,  as  they  and  Sir  John  were,  as  it 
were,  one  blood ;  and  that  the  General  should  do  all  in  his 
power  to  iiave  it  settled  without  the  troops  going  up ;  that 
he  was  a  wise  man,  and  should  set  his  thoughts  a  thinking 
to  have  it  settled,  by  appointing  three  or  four  persons  to 
treat  with  Sir  John  about  it.  That  they  would  retain  the 
belt  sent  by  the  Commissioners,  till  such  time  as  they 
heard  from  the  Commissioners;  and,  in  case  the  troops  did 
not  come,  then  they  would  send  the  belt  forward  to  the 
other  nations  ;  but,  if  they  came  up,  then  they  would  keep 
the  same  in  their  hands.  That  three  of  their  nation  should 
immediately  go  to  Sir  John,  and  desire  him  to  remain  si- 
lent and  be  at  peace ;  and,  that  in  case  there  were  any  in 
Johnstoivn  that  were  Tories,  they  would  settle  them,  and 
make  them  remain  peaceable.  That  all  the  uneasiness  in 
the  minds  of  Sir  John  and  the  others  in  Johnstoivn,  origi- 
nates from  accounts  that  they  receive  from  people  in  Al- 
bany;  that  they  daily  have  accounts  from  thence  that  the 
Ncu--England  people  are  coming  up  to  destroy  Sir  John 
and  his  possessions. 

Answer  sent  from  the  Squaws. 
Brothers,  The  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies, 
and  the  People  of  Albany :  This  belt  we  present  you,  and 
hereby  renew  the  covenant  that  was  made  last  Summer; 
and  we  beg  that  no  disturbance  shall  be  made  up  here,  and 
that  the  said  covenant  may  not  thereby  be  broken.  That 
in  case  the  troops  were  to  come  up,  it  might  create  great 
uneasiness,  as  they  and  Sir  John  were  of  one  blood  ;  and 
that  in  case  Sir  John  was  disturbed,  it  might  touch  their 
blood  ;  and  we  beg  some  other  mode  may  be  pointed  out, 
whereby  this  uneasiness  may  be  settled. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  agreeable  letter  of  the  7th 
instant,  per  Captain  Seais. 

The  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  Colony  of  iVeto- 
York  gives  me  pain,  lest  the  friends  to  American  liberty, 
in  that  Colony,  should  be  too  much  neglected,  and  become 
disheartened,  and  the  inimical  designs  and  mischievous 
operations  of  others  succeed.  I  have  received  credible 
information  that  the  Provincial  Congress  there  had  spent 
some  time,  just  before  they  adjourned  to  the  first  o[ Feb- 
ruary, in  debating  whether  they  should  not  address  Mr. 
Tryon,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  General  Assembly  of 
that  Colony,  to  revive  the  old  scheme  of  adopting  the  Par- 
liamentary insult  of  the  20th  of  February  last,  which  was 
rejected.  Surely  our  friends  want  to  be  strengthened,  and 
our  enemies  to  be  checked. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  one  of  our 
friends  to  another,  dated  December  27,  1775:  "Just  after 
you  left  town,  the  Phcnix,  a  forty-gun  ship,  arrivjed,  and 
anchored  just  before  Mr.  Drake^s;  and,  in  two  or  three 
days  after,  the  Asia,  in  company  of  the  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, came  and  anchored  opposite  to  Peck's  Slip,  so  that 
we  are  highly  honoured.  General  Dalrymple  is  on  board 
the  Phenix,  and  it  is  rumoured  that  they  iiave  two  liun- 
dred  troops  concealed  on  board,  which  has,  for  near  a  week 
past,  kept  us  on  pretty  hard  duty.  The  Colonel  has  slept 
in  the  barracks  two  or  three  niglits.  If  ihey  come,  1  hope 
to  give  a  good  account  of  them.  We  have  some  excel- 
lent field-pieces,  and  if  they  visit  us  the  gates  will  be  open- 
ed, and  we  will  welcome  them  with  a  few  Resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  which  is  the  name  of  one  of  the 
pieces." 


I  wrote  a  letter  to  President  Hancock,  dated  the  6th 
January,  instant,  and  another  to  one  of  our  Delegates  at 
Congress,  requesting  that  more  effectual  measures  may  be 
taken  for  tl>e  security  of  New-  York,  to  prevent  our  ene- 
mies from  being  supplied  with  provisions,  furnished  with 
intelligence,  and  from  having  an  opportunity  to  use  every 
artifice  to  insult  and  injure  us  from  that  quarter.  It,  there- 
fore, gave  me  sensible  pleasure,  to  find   that  you    have 
adopted  the  measures  mentioned  in  yours,  and  with  great 
cheerfulness  called  my  Council,  and,  with  their  advice,  ap- 
pointed Colonel  fi'aterbury,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradley, 
and  Major  Hobby,  Field-Ofticers  for  one  regiment ;  Colo- 
nel f'Vard,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  and  Major  Douglass , 
for  another;  sent  a  proclamation  to  the  two  Colonels,  and 
orders  to  them,  with  the  rest  of  the  Field-Officers,  by  volun- 
tary inlistment  to  raise  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  each, 
to  join  and  assist  Major-General  Lee,  with  encouragement 
that  they  should  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  wages,  and 
billeting  allowed  the  troops  before  Boston,  during  the  time 
they  serve,  and   to   be  dismissed  soon,  when  the  service 
would  conveniently  admit.     The  Field-Officers  of  each 
regiment  to  select  Captains  and  Subalterns  from  those  in 
the  standing  Militia  ;  if  needful,  to  request  the  chief  officer 
of  the  Militia  companies  to  call  their  companies  together, 
for  the  purpose  of  inlisting  the  men  with  expedition  ;  and, 
to  prevent  difficulty  for  want  of  ammunition,  have  ordered 
Captain  iVi7e«,  commander  of  our  armed  schooner,  6jpi/,  to 
take  on  board  half  a  ton  of  powder,  and  transport  four 
hundred   pounds  to  Neiv-Havcn,  two  hundred  pounds  to 
Norwalk,  and  four    hundred  pounds    to  Stamford,  with 
orders  to  him  to  follow  such  directions  as  Major-General 
Lee  may  give   for  the  service  he  is  employed  in,  and  to 
execute  the  same  until  dismissed  by  him,  or  further  orders 
from  me;  wished,  but  failed,  to  have  the  pleasure  of  a  short 
interview  with  him. 

When  my  orders  were  ready,  very  early  on  Saturday 
morning  last,  Captain  Sears  took  them,  and,  I  apprehend, 
he  got  to  Hartford  by  noon.  1  wrote  to  Major-General 
Lee,  informing  of  what  was  done  by  me.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  men  at  the  westward  part  of  this  Colony  will  rea- 
dily and  expeditiously  engage  in  the  service.  May  the 
Supreme  Director  of  all  events  add  his  blessing  on  our  en- 
deavours to  preserve,  support,  and  maintain  the  constitu- 
tional liberties  of  these  Colonies,  which  he  hath  made  it 
our  duty  to  do. 

Thirteen  Indians,  of  the  Caughnawaga  tribe,  came  to 
visit  me  on  the  13th,  and  seemed  well  pleased  to  have  a  con- 
ference on  our  affairs,  and  expressed  their  belief  of  ray  in- 
formation, and  that  they  were  friends  and  brothers ;  and 
yesterday  proceeded  on  their  way  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  account  was  this  day  sent  me,  by 
Captain  Wadsworth,  for  payment,  as  you  will  see  by  his 
order.  The  services  being  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  at  the  instance  of  your  honourable  body,  I  have 
referred  him  to  you  for  payment. 

1  am,  sir,  &tc.,  /^  i.r 

'     '        '  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Warren,  Esq.,  President,  &.c. 


WILLIAM  WATSON  TO  GENERAL  WASHIN'GTON. 

Plymouth,  January  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  3d  instant  came 
to  hand,  annexed  to  which  are  the  resolves  of  the  Grand 
Continental  Congress,  respecting  captures  made  by  Conti- 
nental armed  vessels  and  others.  In  compliance  with  which, 
and  in  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  command,  I  have 
libelled  all  the  vessels  which  have  been  brought  into  this 
port,  by  the  Harrison  armed  schooner,  and  which  are  now 
in  my  care,  viz :  one  sloop,  one  schooner,  and  one  fishing 
boat,  of  about  fifteen  tons,  and  shall  use  my  best  endeavours 
that  these  vessels  he  brought  to  trial  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  schooner  Harrison,  lately  commanded  by  Caplain 
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Coit,  I  find  by  strict  inquiry,  (though  she  be  not  very  well 
accommodated  for  the  officers,)  is  an  excellent  sailer,  and 
is  sufficiently  strong.  The  Continent  has  been  at  consi- 
derable expense  in  fittini;  this  vessel  for  the  service,  and 
should  she  be  put  out,  and  another  taken  into  the  seivice, 
one  hundred  pounds  will  necessarily  be  sunk  to  the  Conti- 
nent by  the  transfer.  For  these  reasons  I  have  thought  it 
prudent  to  continue  the  Harrison  in  the  service,  and  have, 
agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  permission,  nominated  Cap- 
tain Charles  Dyar  to  tiie  command.  This  Dijar  was  with 
Captain  Coit,  his  last  cruise,  and  can  give  the  character  of 
the  schooner  more  perfectly. 

Captain  Dyar,  the  bearer  of  this  wont,  at  first  interview, 
appear  to  your  Excellency  to  advantage  ;  he  is  no  orator, 
and  seems  rather  softly;  but  his  character  ranks  high  as  a 
good  officer,  and  as  an  active,  smart  sailor.  Captain  Coit 
has  recommended  him  in  high  terms,  and  will  give  your 
Excellency  his  true  character. 

We  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  as  fine  a  crew  as 
any  on  the  Continent,  provided  they  can  be  inlisted  for  six 
months  only,  or  for  so  long  a  time  as  Captain  Dyar  siiall 
continue  to  command.  Our  people  are  very  fond  of  know- 
ing their  officers,  and  the  best  of  them  are  unwilling  to 
engage  for  a  longer  time  than  their  officers  engage  for. 
Captain  Dyar  will  wait  on  your  Excellency,  and  will  re- 
ceive every  necessary  direction. 

1  am,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Watson. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

N.  B.  Your  Excellency  will  please  to  direct  me  whether 
I  am  to  libel  the  two  vessels  taken  by  Major  Tapper,  and 
carried  into  Dartmouth. 


MESHECH  WEARE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

January  15,  1776. 

,f  May  IT  PLEASE  youR  Excellency  :  Your  letter  of  the 
13tli  instant,  setting  forth  the  difficulty  of  providing  fire- 
arms for  the  Army,  came  to  hand  yesterday.  The  Gen- 
eral Court,  now  sitting,  took  the  contents  under  considera- 
tion, and  find  that  all  the  publick  arms  of  the  Colony  have 
been  delivered  out  to  the  soldiers,  now  in  the  Continental 
Army,  and  at  our  own  garrisons  in  Portsmouth.  Upon  a 
return  lately  made  from  the  several  towns  in  this  Colony, 
we  find  diat  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  persons  capa- 
ble of  using  arms,  are  provided  therewith,  and  many  of 
them,  such  as  would  not  be  thought  fit  to  be  trusted  to  in 
the  Continental  Army.  The  scarcity  of  workmen,  as  well 
as  steel,  has  hitherto  prevented  our  getting  but  a  small 
number  made  in  tliis  Colony,  for  which  reasons,  together 
with  the  apparent  need  of  our  keeping  a  considerable  body 
of  troops  to  defend  our  seaports,  brings  us  to  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  informing  your  Excellency  that  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  supply  any  arms  for  the  purpose  you  men- 
tion. We  are  fearful,  that  the  detention  of  the  arms  of 
the  Militia,  (now  at  the  Camp,)  against  their  consent, 
would  create  such  an  uneasiness  iu  their  minds,  that  they 
would  not  exert  themselves  freely,  if  called  upon  here- 
after. 

To  General  Washington. 


THOMAS    WESTBROOK    WALURON   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COM- 
MITTEE OF  SAFETY. 

Dover,  January  15,  177G. 

Gentlemen  :  While  my  heart  gratefully  glows  with 
thankfulness,  on  the  distinguished  mark  of  respect  shown 
me  by  your  vote  of  the  6th  instant,  handed  hither  by 
Ichabod  Rollins,  Esq.,  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  1  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  been  little  able  to  leave 
home  for  three  winters  successively.  That  accepting  the 
honourable,  arduous,  and  intense  duty,  proposed,  without  a 
prospect  of  attending  thereto,  (which  I  have  not,)  would 
be  but  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  a  suitable  person  to 
assist  in  the  now  critical  councils  of  the  Colony,  and  that 
an  address  giving  notice  of  my  inability,  and  imploring 
your  excuse,  would  have  been  forwarded  last  week,  had  not 
one  of  your  honourable  body  consented  to  convey  it  there. 

Please  to  forgive  my  saying,  that  to  prevent  the  effects 
of  late  unconstitutional  measures,  many  Colonies  appoint- 


ed Congresses,  as  their  General  Assemblies  were  subject 
to  the  adjournments,  prorogations,  and  dissolutions  of  Go- 
vernours,  &:c.,  and  that  while  Congresses,  as  such,  managed 
the  momentous  affair,  the  friends  of  America  in  England, 
and  elsewhere,  approved  the  exertions,  and  we  may  rea- 
sonably hope  will  continue  still  so  to  do  as  it  seems  to  me. 
But  as  the  fertile  field  before  me  begins  to  raise  ideas  too 
important  for  my  steril  pen  to  marshal,  1  take  leave,  with 
only  adding,  that  I  wish  you  Divine  direction,  and  am,  with 
great  truth  and  sincerity,  honourable  sirs,  your  respectful, 
and  most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Westbrook  Waldron. 

To  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety. 


HERBERT  COURTENAY  TO  CHARLES  CARROLL,  BARRISTER. 

Baltimore,  January  IB,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  14th  is  now  before  me,  the 
contents  of  which  I  note.  You  may  be  assured  I  want  no 
other  indulgence  in  loading  the  brig  Fiiendship,  than  others 
are  entitled  to  by  similar  contracts,  and  without  vanity,  can 
say,  that  I  can  execute  such  business  on  equal  terms  with 
any  other  in  Baltimore,  but  I  wish  not  to  sacrifice  a  com- 
mission in  giving  advanced  prices  above  my  limits,  as  am 
pretty  certain  has  been  the  case  with  some  since  my  writing 
you  last.  I  wonder  my  application  has  been  the  first  to 
raise  the  price,  as  I  have  been  told  by  several  that  the  Con- 
vention was  wrote  to  on  same  head,  but  when  1  wrote  you 
first,  the  matter  was  only  beginning,  and  that  with  people 
who  was  buying  on  some  private  account,  and  not  on  that 
of  the  Convention,  which  disabled  those  employed  by  them 
from  executing  their  commissions,  as  the  country  people 
and  millers  will  always  sell  to  those  who  give  them  most ; 
nay,  some  flour  that  I  had  bought  two  days  ago,  was  taken 
from  my  door,  and  given  to  another  private  buyer,  who  gave 
thirteen  shillings  per  cwt.  for  it ;  under  such  circumstances 
the  market  is  at  present,  and  unless  some  order  is  taken 
therein  to  put  a  stop  to  private  buyers,  it  appears  that  the 
pnblick's  must  be  impeded.  I  did  inform  the  Committee 
that  I  had  engaged  between  four  and  five  hundred  barrels, 
which  was  the  case,  but  bad  weather  has,  I  must  suppose, 
stopped  the  wagons.  I  have  about  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty barrels  of  flour  on  board,  and  the  bread  is  ready,  but  that 
must  go  in  last.  I  shall  go  on  with  loading,  as  fast  as  flour 
comes  in,  and  follow  your  directions.  1  thought  I  could 
not  do  less  than  advise  you  in  my  former  letter  how  mat- 
ters were  going  on  here,  which  is  still  the  case.  This  week 
I  think  must  bring  much  flour  in. 

1  am,  sir,  with  all  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Herbert  Courtenay. 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  Barrister.] 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fliiladolphia,  January  16, 1776. 

Your  letters  of  the  25th  and  31st  of  December,  and  4th 
of  January,  have  been  duly  received,  and  laid  before  Con- 
gress. 

By  the  enclosed  resolutions,  you  will  perceive,  that  the 
Congress,  in  providing  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  have  di- 
rected that  two  battalions  should  be  raised  out  of  the  troops 
now  serving  there.  This  they  did  in  testimony  of  their 
approbation  of  the  services  of  those  brave  men,  apprehend- 
ing at  the  same- time  that  it  would  be  both  agreeable  to  the 
officers  and  men,  to  have  the  honour  of  defending  a  coun- 
try which  their  valour  had  rescued  from  slavery. 

And  the  Congress  have  a  firm  confidence,  that  General 
Montgomery,  who  has  a  warm  and  just  sense  of  their  merit 
and  services,  will  cheerfully  embrace  the  present  opportu- 
nity to  continue  and  promote  the  officers  of  that  corps,  and, 
as  far  as  in  his  power,  to  reward  with  office,  and  commend, 
in  those  battalions,  such  volunteers  and  others,  as  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves. 

The  Committee  to  whom  your  letters  were  referred,  this 
day  brought  a  partial  report ;  on  which  the  Congress  came 
to  certain  resolutions,  which  you  will  see  in  the  enclosed 
extracts.  I  am  just  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  expected 
when  the  Paymaster  draws  any  bills,  he  will  observe  to 
make  them  payable  some  few  days  after  sight.  The  Com- 
mittee have  desired  leave  to  sit  again,  which  is  granted. 
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As  soon  as  they  have  completed  their  report,  and  the 
Congress  have  come  to  a  determination  thereon,  I  shall  do 
myself  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  it  to  you. 

The  money  last  voted,  is  now  ready;  and  the  persons 
who  have  the  charge  of  conveying  it,  will,  I  expect,  set 
out  with  it  to-morrow. 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  Committee 
have  purchased  the  saltpetre,  and  have  agreed  with  the 
owners  of  mills  to  manufacture  it  into  powder.  One  of 
the  mills,  it  is  expected,  will  make  near  a  ton  a  week,  and 
another  near  half  a  ton.  1  hope  you  will  soon  receive  the 
powder  ordered  to  be  purchased  at  New-  York.  There 
were,  as  we  are  informed,  eight  tons  in  the  same  vessel  im- 
ported for  that  Colony. 

The  publick  papers  will  inform  you  that  Lord  Dunmore 
has  endeavoured  to  exercise  the  same  barbarity  against  the 
defenceless  town  of  Norfolk,  as  was  exercised  against 
Falmouth. 

By  these  repeated  instances  of  inhumanity,  so  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  war,  and  so  long  exploded  by  all  civilized 
nations,  it  would  seem,  as  if  the  rancorous  Ministry,  de- 
spairing of  their  measures  to  conquer  and  enslave,  had 
determined  to  glut  their  revenge  with  destruction  and  de- 
vastation. For  my  part,  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  hear, 
that  in  their  phrenzy  of  rage,  and  to  effect  their  dark  pur- 
poses, they  have  proceeded  to  murder,  under  forms  of  law, 
those  prisoners  whom  the  tools  of  their  vengeance  have 
chanced  to  take,  and  whom,  with  officious  zeal,  they  have 
sent  to  England, 

As  it  is  now  apparent  that  our  enemies  mean  to  exert 
their  whole  force  against  us  next  Summer,  the  Congress 
are  taking  measures  for  putting  the  Middle  and  Southern 
Colonies  in  a  posture  of  defence.  We  shall,  doubtless,  suffer 
much  in  this  great  struggle ;  but  I  trust  no  losses  or  suffer- 
ings will  induce  us  to  desert  the  defence  of  our  liberty; 
and  that,  cost  what  it  may,  we  will  persevere  with  unre- 
mitting vigour  to  maintain  that  inestimable  jewel,  which  we 
received  from  our  ancestors,  and  transmit  the  same  with 
unsullied  lustre  to  our  posterity. 

January  18. — The  Committee  to  whom  your  letter  of 
the  31st  o(  December  was  referred,  desire  to  be  informed, 
whether  the  companies  stationed  at  Chelsea  and  Maiden 
are  regimented,  and  whether,  if  those  at  Hingham,  Wey- 
mouth, and  Bruintree,  were  withdrawn,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  replace  them  out  of  the  Continental  Army. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Philip  Livingston,  Ahop,  and  Lewis,  by  which, 
we  find,  to  our  mortification,  that  we  were  misinformed  with 
regard  to  the  large  quantity  of  powder  arrived  at  Neic- 
York,  and  that  there  were  only  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  quarter  casks,  which  were  imported  for  the  use  of  that 
Colony,  and  of  which  a  great  part  is  distributed  among 
several  Counties. 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  you  will  doubtless  receive  an 
account  of  the  disagreeable  news  from  Qiiebeck,  on  which 
I  sincerely  condole  with  you.  The  Congress  arrived  here 
last  evening.  To  day  I  expect  the  Congress  will  take  it 
into  consideration.  The  result  of  their  deliberations  you 
will  have  in  my  next  letter. 

I  am,  fcic,  John  Hancock,  President. 


THOMAS  LYNCH  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fliiladelphia,  January  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  happy  to  be  at  last  able  to  write  you, 
that  every  thing  you  desired  me  to  get  done,  is  accomplish- 
ed for  the  present.  Our  President  assures  me  he  has  sent 
you  the  determination  of  Congress,  concerning  the  trial  of 
captures.  Courts  of  Admiralty  have  been  appointed  in  the 
Colony  for  that  purpose.  Colonel  Frye  has  been  appoint- 
ed Brigadier  in  your  Army,  (.Mr.  Arnold  precedes  him  in 
that  of  Q^ueheck ;)  and  I  enclose  copies  of  the  resolutions 
for  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster,  relative  to  letters  of 
officers  and  soldiers  in  our  service. 

The  delays  in  procuring  the  money  has  given  me  much 
concern,  being  sensible  of  the  injury  occasioned  thereby  to 
the  service,  but  the  calls  for  money  from  every  quarter  so 
far  outrun  the  diligence  of  the  signers,  that  my  reiterated 
solicitations  could  get  the  sum  no  sooner. 

We  have  resolved  to  raise,  exclusive  of  your  Army,  in 
New-Hampshire  one  battalion,  in  Connecticut  one,  in  New- 


York  one,  in  Jersey  three,  in  Pennsylvania  five,  in  the 
Lower  Counties  one,  in  Virginia  six,  in  North-  Carolina 
three,  and  South-Carolina  three,  in  Georgia  one,  and  in 
Canada  two,  exclusive  of  Canorfjans;  besides  these,  I  have 
no  doubt  New-  York  will  have  four  more,  and  Maryland 
two,  which,  with  the  Regiments  of  Artillery,  will  be  sixty- 
two  or  three  battalions,  and  the  expense  not  less  than  ten 
millions  of  dollars.  How  quick  a  transfer  of  properly  from 
the  rich  to  the  poor  such  an  expenditure  must  produce, 
you  are  well  able  to  judge.  The  prospect  is  far  from  re- 
ceiving light  when  it  is  considered  how  each  Colony  lavishes 
away  its  private  treasure  at  the  same  time,  or  when  we 
view  the  amazing  and  unaccountable  supineness  of  all  our 
Governments.  Not  a  single  individual,  any  where  in  civil 
department,  seems  to  consider  himself  as  interested  in  pub- 
lick  matters,  unless  he  can  get  money  by  them.  The  idea 
of  all  the  paper  being  mortgages  on  their  private  estates 
is  totally  lost  and  forgotten. 

In  this  state  of  things,  I  have,  besides  my  dependance 
of  the  continuance  of  the  favour  of  Heaven,  trust  in  two 
supports  alone,  the  one  on  your  vigorous  exertions,  the 
other  on  the  weakness  of  our  enemies.  Should  they  lose 
footing  m  America  this  Winter,  1  should  despise  their  thir- 
ty thousand  Russians,  scattered  by  storms,  arriving,  one 
transport  after  another,  fatigued  and  debilitated  by  the 
fatal  effects  of  a  long  voyage,  without  a  spot  to  collect  and 
recruit  themselves  for  the  field,  and  depending  for  every 
necessary  on  supplies  from  a  country  three  thousand  miles 
distant. 

Do  not  the  speeches  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  hold 
very  different  language  from  those  of  the  last  year  ?  Ame- 
rica is  no  longer  the  abject,  cowardly,  and  defenceless 
wretch  she  was  then ;  now  his  Lordship  would  have  de- 
spised, had  they  not  bravely  supported  tlieir  rights,  seems 
to  approve  their  vigorous  support  of  them,  and  offers  the 
terms  of  1763.  A  gentleman,  well  known  to  Maryland, 
Lord  Drummond,  just  from  England,  assures  me,  he  will 
give  much  more ;  he  tells  me  that  he  has  had  many  con- 
versations with  Ministry  on  this  subject,  and  showed  me  a 
paper,  approved  by  each  of  them,  and  which  he  is  sure 
will  be  supported  in  both  Houses.  The  substance  of  it  is, 
America  to  be  declared  free  in  point  of  taxation,  and 
internal  police ;  judges  to  be  approved  by  the  judges  of 
England,  and  commissioned  during  good  behaviour,  upon 
stated  and  sufficient  support  be  statedly  assigned  by  the 
Colonies  ;  all  charters  to  be  held  sacred  ;  that  of  Boston  re- 
stored :  Britain  to  regulate  trade  sub  modo,  all  duties  laid 
for  the  purpose  of  regulation,  be  paid  into  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury, where  they  arise,  applicable  to  its  uses  by  its  own 
Legislature,  in  lieu  of  which,  America  shall,  by  duties,  on 
such  articles  as  will  probably  keep  pace  in  its  consump- 
tion, with  the  rise  or  declension  of  the  Colony,  laid  up 
by  each  legislature,  by  permanent  act  of  Assembly;  grant 
towards  the  general  support  of  the  empire,  annual  sums  in 
proportion  to  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  this  Colo- 
ny:  as  this  sum  is  little  more  than  half  of  what  did  arise 
by  duties  heretofore  paid  in  this  place,  I  doubted  his  in- 
formation, but  was  assured,  that  Ministry  wanted  nothing 
but  a  show  of  revenue  to  hold  up  to  Parliament,  as  they 
are  afraid  to  propose  reconciliation,  without  saving,  what 
the  stiff  old  Englishmen  call,  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
His  Lordship  came  hither  through  Halifax,  Boston,  and 
York,  where,  I  fancy,  he  saw  what  induced  him  to  hint 
once  or  twice  at  beginning  with  a  suspension  of  arms ;  to 
which  I  turned  a  very  deaf  ear,  well  knowing  that  tlie 
Winter  season  is  ours,  and  that  much  may  be  done  by 
April  next.  1  sincerely  wish  I  had  your  sentiments  on 
these  heads.  1  shall  propose  them  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  as  soon  as  the  most  urgent  affairs  are  over;  I 
think  they  merit  it. 

Congress  has  ordered  you  fifteen  ton  of  gunpowder  from 

New-York,  and  we  have  saltpetre  enough  here,  to  make 

eighty  tons  more,  so  that  I  hope  we  shall  not  soon  want 

again  ;   larger  quantities  are  every  day  expected.     I  beg 

you  will  make  our  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  to  the 

rest  of  your  family,  and  all  my  friends.     Dear,  sir,  your 

most  obedient,  rr  r 

'  Ihomas  Lynch. 

P.  S.  We  have  just  heard  from  Charlesiown,  that  they 
have  mounted  on  the  batteries  there  above  one  hundred 
and  sixty  cannon,  from  twelve  to  forty-two  pounders,  and 
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seventy  more  in  different  parts  of  the  Province,  tiiat  the         Garret  Abed  and  Abraham  Brittclcerhoff,  a  sub-Com- 
party  raised  by  Kirkland  and  his  gang  are  totally  sup-     mittee  appointed  to  attend  tiie  election  of  OlHcers  for  Beat 


pressed ;  lie  is  come,  but  I  have  not  yet  seen  him. 


NEW-YOUK  COiMMITTEE. 

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 

The  following  Members  met  according  to  adjournment ; 
John  Broome,  Chairman. 


Mr.  Low,  Captain  Donning, 

Mr.  P.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Brinckerlioff, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Norwood, 
Captain   Dennis, 
Mr.  Burling, 
Mr.  R.  Ray, 
Mr.  Foil, 
Mr.  Banckcr, 


Captain  Berrian, 
Mr.  Breaslud, 
Captain  Johnson, 
Mr.  Bassett, 
iMr.  J.  Ray, 
Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Tottcn, 


Mr.  Ramsey, 
Colonel  I.ott, 
Colonel  Hyer, 
Major  Stoutunburgh, 
Mr.  Janeway, 
Mr.  Do  Pcystor, 
Mr.  Roorne, 
Mr.  Brower, 
Mr.  Gilbert. 


As  tiiere  was  not  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  pre- 
sent (o  constitute  a  House,  Committee  adjourned. 


No.  8,  in  the  room  of  Benjamin  James,  who  had  been' 
chosen  captain,  but  had  resigned,  he  not  be;n*|if  willing  to' 
sign  tlie  Declaration  required  of  him,  report  as  follows,  viz  ;: 
That  on  Friday  evening,  the  .5th  o{  January,  1770,  they 
did  attend  at  the  Guard  Room  on  the  Ratiery,  where  iliero 
appeared  to  be  present  about  sixty  persons  belonging  W 
said  Beat;  that  we  acquainted  them  with  our  business,  at 
the  same  time  letting  them  know  that  Mr.  James  had  re- 
signed, not  being  willing  to  sign  the  Declaration,  and,  there- 
fore, could  not  obtain  a  commission  unless  he  would  sign 
said  Deolaration,  he  being  present  informed  us  that  he  did 
not  choose  to  sign  the  Declaraiion,  asked  them  who  they 
nominated  for  their  captain  ?  was  told  by  them  Benjaviin 
James,  as  Captain,  John  Turner,  as  First  Lieutenant,  John 
Burrows,  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Meads  Brasher,  as 
Ensign,  and  unanimously  declared  they  would  serve  under 
no  other  captain. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report,  (with  a  copy  of  this  order,) 


Present :  C.  F.  Low,  Chairman  pro  (em. 

Captain  Pell,  Mr.  Van  Voorhios, 

Captain  Gilbert,  Major  Blecckcr, 

Captain  Johnson,  Mr.  BrinckerhofF, 

Mr.  Curtenius, 
Mr.  Reade, 
Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Banckcr, 
Mr.  Miller, 


Mr.  Bassett, 
Colonel  Bull, 
Mr.  Pintard, 
Mr.  J.  Anthony, 
Captain  Janeway, 
Mr.  Do  Peystcr, 


Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  J.  Ray,  Jan.,  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Tottou,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Brower,  Mr.  Roome. 


At  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the 
City  and  County  of  A'cu'-  York,  on  Monday,  January  8,     be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  immediately, 

and  that  Mr.  .<46ec/ and  Mr.  BW?icA:er/to^'  be  a  sub-Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  Committee  of  Safety,  with  said  Re- 
port. 

Garret  Abeel  and  Abraham  Brinclcerhoff,  a  sub-Com- 
mittee appointed  to  attend  the  election  of  Officers  for  Beats 
No.  13  and  14,  in  the  room  of  some  who  had  resigned  and 
removed  out  of  town,  report,  that  on  Saturday  evening, 
6th  January,  1776,  they  did  attend  such  elections  at  the 
Guard  Room  on  the  Battery,  where  there  appeared  to  be 
a  majority  of  the  electors  in  said  Beats,  and  unanimously 
chose  the  following  persons  Officers,  viz: 

Beat  No.  13. — David  Wolfe,  Ca|)tain ;  Joseph  M'inter, 
First  Lieutenant;  Christopher  Wolfe,  Second  Lieutenant; 
Philip  Phenix,  Ensign. 

Beat  No.  14. — Burne  Burlingham,  Captain ;  Henry 
York,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Van  Pelt,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Anthony  Ford,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  that  the  commissions  may  be  made  out 
for  the  Officers. 

Mr.  Samuel  Burling  attended  the  Committee  agreeable 
to  an  order  of  this  morning,  and  after  being  examined,  was 
ordered  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Banclcer,  Mr.  Duns- 
comb,  and  Mr.  Dennis,  be  a  sub-Committee  to  examine 
the  Goods  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Grant,  which  were 
imported  in  the  Sloop  Wanton,  and  that  they  make  a  re- 
port thereon  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Mount  be  requested  to  attend  this 
Committee  immediately. 

Mr.  Mount  accordingly  attending,  produced  a  Manifest 
of  the  cargo  imported  in  the  Sloop  Wanton;  and  upon 
his  examination  says:  That  he  does  not  remember  that  he 
told  any  person  what  quantity  he  had  brought ;  that  he 
reported  he  had  brought  Powder,  in  order  to  make  people 
easy. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Barling's  case  be  deferred  until 
the  next  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  Burnt  Christophers  and  James  Leonard, 
be  requested  to  attend  this  Committee  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Daniel  Pheniv.  and  Oliver  Templeton,  a  sub-Commit- 
tee appointed  to  superintend  the  election  of  Officers  ia 
Beat  No.  20,  certify  that  the  following  persons  were  elect- 
ed without  opposition  : 

Wydert  Ke.tletas,  Captain;  Daniel  McCormick,  First 
liieutenant ;  Henry  Mitchell,  Second  Lieutenant ;  William 
Smith,  Ensign. 

Eleazer  Miller,  Jun.,  and  Gerret  Ketletas,  reported  a 
state  of  a  poll  taken  for  a  Captain  in  Beat  No.  10,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  Abraham  Van  Wyck  was  elected 
Captain  of  said  Beat. 

Samuel  Johnson  and  JacobVanVoorhies,  reported,  they 
had  attended  an  election  for  Officers  in  Beat  No.  2,  when 
Jacob  Brower,  Jun.,  was  unanimously  chosen  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Abraham  Brower,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  The  Reports  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee 


1776. 

Colonel  Lasher, 
Colonel  Hyer, 
Mr.  Low, 
Mr.  Dunscomb, 
Colonel  Lott, 
Mr.  Breasted, 
Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Duyckinck, 
Captain  Ivers, 
Captain  Dennis, 
Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Byvanck, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Major  Abed, 

On  motion  of  Major  Abeel,  and  seconded  by  Captain 
Denning, 

Ordered  and  agreed.  That  every  Member  now  present 
do  engage  to  meet  punctually  upon  every  adjournment, 
under  the  fine  of  eight  shillings  for  every  default,  until  the 
whole  business  now  before  this  Committee,  unfinished,  is 
finally  determined  ;  and  that  no  Member  do  leave  this  Com- 
miilee  without  first  obtaining  permission  from  the  Chair. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Military 
Night  Guard,  being  found  insufficient,  Major  Abeel  moved 
that  the  following  addition  be  made  thereto,  viz: 

"  And,  also,  shall  take  down  the  names  of  the  persons 
such  Goods  belong  to,  the  number  of  the  Packages,  and 
report  them  in  the  morning  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, who  shall  direct  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  to  ex- 
amine about  the  Goods  so  landed.  If  the  Chairman  is  not 
in  town,  the  Report  be  given  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Secret  Committee." 

Which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  copy  of  the  Re- 
gulations for  the  Military  Night  Guard,  with  the  above 
addition,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Town-Major,  with 
orders  to  have  the  same  put  up  in  the  Guard  Room. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Bur- 
ling and  Thomas  Grant,  have  imported  sundry  English 
Goods  in  the  Sloop  Waiiton,  James  Mount,  Master,  con- 
trary to  the  General  Association, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Grant  and  Burling  be  request- 
ed to  attend  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Grant  accordingly  attending,  laid  several  Letters 
before  the  Committee. 

Committee  adjourned  until  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Monday,  adcrnoon,  January  8, 1776. 

The  Committee  met  according  to  adjournment.  Pre- 
sent: C.  P.  Low,  Chairman  j;ro  tem. 


Colonel  Lasher, 
Colonel  Hyer, 
Mr.  DunHComb, 
Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Duyckinck, 
Captain  Dennis, 
Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Byvanck, 
Mr.  Jay, 
Major  Abcol, 
Captain  Pell, 
Mr.  Bull, 
Mt.  Bassett, 


Mr.  Pintard, 
Mr,  Norwood, 
Mr.  Stoutenburgh, 
Mr.  Mulligan, 
Captain  Gilbert, 
Captain  Johnson, 
Mr.  Moore, 
P.  P.  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Banckcr, 
Mr.  Breasted, 
Mr.  Brower, 
Mr.  J.  Rjy,  Jun., 
Mr.  To'ten, 


Mr.  Van  Voorhicg, 
Mr.  BrinckerhofF, 
Mr.  Anthony, 
Captain  Janeway, 
Mr.  Do  Pnyster, 
Mr.  .Sands, 
Mr.  iioomo. 
Colonel  Lott, 
Mr.  Miller, 
Mr.  Bleeckcr, 
Mr.  Van  Cortlandt, 
Mr.  Templeton. 
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or  Safety,  that  the  commissions  may  be  made  out  for  the 
Officers. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  General  Committee  for  tlie  City 
and  Cotmty  of  Neiv-Ycrk,  on  Tnes<lay  eveninij,  January 
9,  1776.     Present :  C.  P.  Low,  Ciiainnan  pro  ten. 

Mr.  Brcagtod,  Mr.  Biowcr,  Mr.  T.  Anthony, 

Mr.  Byvanck,  Mr.  Ray,  Jun.,  Mr.  Moore, 

Mr.  D.}niiing,  Mr.  l)e  Poystcr,  Mr.  BjssuU, 

Mr.  Pintard,  Colonol  LoU,  Mr.  Ab;;cl, 

Mr.  Jay,  Colonel  Bull,  Colnti<  1  Hycr, 

Mr.  CurtcniuB,  Mr.  Jincw.iy,  Mr.  Norwood, 

Mr.  (iilbort,  Mr.  Phciiix,  ('.iptain  Jolinson, 

Mr.  Pell,  Mr.  Rooiiio,  Mr.  Miller, 

Mr   Sloat-nburgh,  Mr.  Van  7..u,dt,  CiptuUi  DcnnU. 

Mr.  Tumjiletoii,  ftlr.  Bl.ioclii^r,  Colonnl  Lai-lier, 

Mr.  ttuosovfU,  Mr.  B^incker,  Mr.  Dunscomb. 
Mr.  ToUeu, 

Tlie  siil)-Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Goods 
imported  in  the  Sloop  Wanton,  Captain  Mount,  report, 
Tliat  fifty-sis  pieces  of  Linen,  and  ton  pieces  of  Sheeting 
are  tlie  manufactory  of  Ireland,  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  pounds  of  Thread,  tlie  manufactory  of  Scot- 
land. 

Resolved, 'VOluxi  said  Goods  are  imported  contrary  to  the 
General  Association. 

The  snb-Commitlee  further  report,  that  they  are  dubious 
whether  the  Nails  imported  in  the  said  Sloop  Wanton,  are 
English  or  a  foreign  manufactory.  The  matter  being  de- 
bated, the  question  was  put,  whether  the  Nails  imported  in 
the  Sloop  Wanton  are  English  Nails?  Carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  Nails  are  imported 
contrary  to  the  General  Association. 

The  sub-Committee  further  report,  that  ninety-eight 
Blankets,  fil'iy-six  pieces  of  Osnaburghs,  twenty-six  pieces 
of  Ruisia  Slieeting,  four  bales  of  Pepper,  and  fifty-two 
reams  Paper,  appear  to  be  of  foreign  manufacture  and  pro- 
duce. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  agree  with  the  sub- 
Committee,  and  that  the  said  Goods  are  imported  agree- 
able to  the  General  Association. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Abeel,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Dennis,  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

Mr.  Ch.mr.man:  I  move  that  the  Goods  imported  by 
Messrs.  Grant  and  Fine,  and  Snmuel  Burling,  and  which 
have  been  found  by  this  Committee  to  have  been  import- 
ed contrary  to  tlie  General  Association,  be  delivered  into 
the  custody  of  the  sub-Commiitee  appointed  for  granting 
leave  to  vessels  departing  this  port,  to  be  by  them  kept  in 
safe  custody  until  Messrs.  Grant  and  Burling  shall  obtain 
an  opportunity  of  sending  them  back,  and  do  give  suffi- 
cient security  tliat  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  came  ;  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  above-mentioned  sub-Committee  do 
wait  on  Messrs.  Grant  and  Burling,  and  demand  the  Goods 
of  them,and  niake  a  report  thereof  to  this  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Grant  has  violated  the 
Association. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Fine  has  violated  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Burling  has  violated  the 
Association. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Peyster,  Mr.  Phenix,  and  Mr. 
Bull,  be  a  sub-Committee  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the  facts 
relative  to  the  above  gentlemen's  violating  tlie  Association, 
to  be  published  in  the  publick  papers ;  and  that  the  said 
sub-Committee  report  the  same  to  this  Committee  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
whereas  a  number  of  the  Members  of  this  Committee  are 
either  removed  out  of  Town,  or  engaged  in  the  Army,  or 
Continental  or  Provincial  Congresses,  that  there  be  a 
sub-Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  advertisement  to 
the  Town,  requesting  that  the  Quorum  may  be  reduced  to 
the  numberof  Twenty-One,  and  that  the  Chairman  be  de- 
sired to  sign  the  advertisement. 

Ordered,  therefore.  That  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Abeel, 
Mr.  .lay,  and  Mr.  Miller,  be  appointed  a  sub-Committee 
for  that  i)urpose,  and  attend  at  the  City-Hall  at  ten  o'clock, 
on  Wednesday,  the  17ih  day  of  January  instant,  to  take 
the  sentiments  of  the  publick. 


Mr.  Christopher  Duyckinrk  having  suggested  to  the 
Committee  that  a  quantity  of  Tea  was  imported  in  the 
Sloop  Wanton,  Captain  Mount, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duyckinck  attend  this  Committee, 
with  his  evidences,  at  the  next  meeting. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  evening. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the 
City  and  County  of  Nciv-  York,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
January  10,  1776.  Present:  Cornelius  P.  Low,  Chair- 
man pro  tern. 

Mr.  Donniii;^,  Mr.  Stoulenburgh,  Captain  Jolinaon, 

Mr.  RrK»ovt:it,  Colonel  Hyer,  Mr.  Breasted, 

Mr.  Jay,  Cijilain  Pell,  Mr. 'IVmpleton, 

Mr.  Rooine,  Mr.  Toltcii,  Mr.  Blwcker, 

Mr.  Bas.Hett,  Mr.  Hdmc,  Samuel  Broome, 

Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Norwood,  Captain  Janoway, 

Mr.  Pintard,  Colonel  l.ott.  Captain  D.-nnia, 

Mr.  Byvanck,  Mr.  Abool,  Mr.  J.  Ilay,  Jan., 

Mr.  Duyckinck,  Colonel  Curtenius,  Colonel  Bull, 

Mr.  BrinckorlioiT,  Colonel  Laslier,  Mr.  Sliarpe, 

Captain  Anthony,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  Ray,  Sen., 

Mr.  J.  Anthony,  Mr.  Mooro,  Mr.  Bancker. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bull,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
llelme,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  move  that  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee be  taken,  whether  any  pei-son  residing  in  another 
Colony,  during  their  non-residence  ought  to  hold  a  seat  in 
this  Committee. 

The  question  then  being  put  upon  the  above  motion,  was 
carried  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Samuel  Broome,  a  Member  of  this  Committee, 
having  removed  out  of  this  Province,  resigned  his  seat. 

Christopher  Duyckinck,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  last 
night,  attended  with  one  of  his  evidences  relative  to  Mr. 
Burling's  having  imported  a  quantity  of  Tea  in  the  Sloop 
Wanton. 

Mr.  John  Buchannan,  Mr.  Duyckinck's  evidence,  being 
called  in,  informed  the  Committee  that  he  saw  four  casks 
of  Tea  carted  from  Samuel  Burling's  store  to  Thomas 
Grant's,  by  John  Van  Aullen  and  Peter  Outenbergh ; 
that  the  head  of  one  of  the  casks  falling  loose,  he,  (the 
examinant,)  discovered  Tea  on  the  body  of  the  cart. 

Ordered,  That  a  sub-Commiitee  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  several  casks,  supposed  to  be  Tea,  carted  from 
Mr.  Burling's  store  to  Mr.  Thomas  Grant's,  as  also  six 
hogsheads  which  Mr.  Burling  delivered  Mr.  Isaac  Roose- 
velt. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Breasted,  Captain  Pell,  Mr.  Abeel, 
and  Mr.  Bull,  be  a  sub-Committee  for  that  purpose,  and 
make  a  rejiort  thereon,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Denning, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Duyckinck  be  requested  to  deliver 
Mr.  Samuel  Burling,  or  his  order,  the  Sails  wiiich  he  has 
in  charge  belonging  to  the  Sloop  Waiiton. 

Mr.  B rinckerhojf  hnv'ing  purchased  Goods  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Grant,  which  were  found  by  this  Contmittee  to  have 
been  imported  contrary  to  the  General  Association,  the 
matter  was  this  evening  laid  before  the  Committee  ;  which, 
being  debated,  the  question  was  put,  whether  Mr.  Brinck- 
erhoff  had  knowingly  violated  the  Association  ?  Carried 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bleccker,  and  seconded,  in 
the  words  following,  viz: 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  move  that  an  application  be  made 
from  this  Committee  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  request- 
ing they  will  pass  a  resolve  that  all  Goods  and  Merchandise 
imported  into  this  Colony,  contrary  to  the  General  Asso- 
ciation, be  forfeited  ;  and  that  they  empower  tiiis  Commit- 
tee to  appoint  persons  to  dispose  of  such  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandise, and  to  distribute  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales 
thereof  to  the  poor. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New- York,  Friday  evening,  January  12, 
1776.     Present:  Cornelius  P.  Low,  Chairman  jt/ro  tern. 

P.  P.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Sloutcnburgli,  Mr.  BrinckorliofT, 

Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Rooino,  Mr.  Dr  Peystur, 

Sir.  Breasted,  Colonel  Hyer,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  BaBselt,  Captain  Johniton,  Mr.  Roos=vclt, 

Mr.  Anthony,  Mr.  Abaci,  Mr.  Mullig.in, 

Captain  Uenning,  Mr.  Janoway,  Captain  Poll, 
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Mr.  Rcado,  Mr.  Kotlclas,  Celonol  Lanhcr, 

Mr.  V;in  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Dunscomb,  Mr.  J.  Anllioiiy, 

Mr.  Tcmpluton,  Mr.  Huliiic,  Mr.  Sliarpo, 

Mr.  ToUen,  Mr.  Uiy,  Sen.,  Mr.  Duyckinck. 

Mr.  Phenix,  Colonel  Bull, 

Henry  Otilcnbcrgh,  who  uas  waiting  nt  the  door,  being 
•ailed  in,  informed  tlie  Committee  thai  he  carted  two  Rice 
casks  from  Mr.  Burling's  store  to  Mr.  Thomas  Grant's; 
thai  he  verily  believes  they  contained  Tobacco ;  that  he 
did  not  observe  any  Tea  fall  out  of  the  casks;  thai  John 
Van  Aiillen  carted  two  casks  also. 

John  Van  Aulkn  informed  the  Committee  that  he  carted 
two  casks  of  Tobacco  from  Mr.  Burling's  store  to  Mr. 
Grant's;  that  he  saw  dust  like  Tea  lay  on  the  cart ;  that 
he  saw  some  Lead  round  the  cask ;  tiiat  he  verily  believes 
it  WMs  Tobacco  put  into  a  Rice  cask. 

Peter  Myers  says  he  carted  Wine  from  on  board  Captain 
Mount ;  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  Tea  came 
in  the  vessel. 

The  sub-Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  state  of  the 
facts  relatin;^  to  Messrs.  (rVa/tt  and  Fine,  and  Samuel  Bur- 
ling's  violating  the  Association,  report  the  same  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharpe, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  the  reconsi- 
deration of  the  sub-Committee. 

Mr.  Bonner,  a  prisoner,  being  confined  in  the  Guard- 
House, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted  to  bail. 

The  sub-Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  an  advertise- 
ment to  the  Town,  report  the  same  accordingly;  which, 
being  read  and  approved  of,  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Coinniittco  Chamber,  Now. York,  January  10,  1776. 

"  Whereas  the  business  of  this  Committee  has  been 
much  impeded  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  many  Mein- 
bers ;  and  the  Quorum  or  number  constituted  to  form  a 
House,  being  found,  by  long  experience,  to  be  too  large : 
The  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  this  City  and  County 
are  hereby  requested  to  attend  at  the  City-Hall,  at  ten 
o'clock,  on  IVtdnesduy,  the  I'tii  of  Jomwry  instant,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  said  Quorum  to  Twenty-One,  or  such 
other  number  as  they  think  most  likely  to  answer  the  end 
in  view.     By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Cornelius  P.  Low,  Chairman  pro  iem." 

Committee  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening  next. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  General  Cominittee  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  on  Tuesday  evening,  January 
16,  1776.     Present:  C.  P.  Low,  Chairman  j7ro  iem. 

Mr.  Anthony,  Mr.  Stoutcnburgh,  Mr.  Duyckinck, 

Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Hclmc,  Mr.  Ketletas, 

Mr.  Berrian,  Mr.  Lott,  Mr.  Hyer, 

Mr.  Bull,  Mr.  Tottcn,  Mr!  RooniB, 

Mr.  Pell,  Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  Templeton, 

Mr.  La.-!her,  Mr.  Do  P.-yster,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 

Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Brinckerhoff, 

Mr.  Roado,  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Breaated, 

Mr.  Ahecl,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Sharpo, 

Mr.  Wi.;kham,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Baneker. 

Information  being  given  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Scixas,  that 
Eleazer  Bcnzoken  had  acquainted  him  that  Mr.  Samitcl 
Israel  informed  him  (Bcnzoken)  that  he  had  heard  Bar- 
rack Hays  declare  that  he  had  sixteen  Tories  in  the  Com- 
pany to  which  he  belonged,  (of  which  Company  IVilliam 
Remsen  is  Captain,)  who  would  join  the  King's  Forces  to 
fight  against  us. 

Mr.  John  Wyley,  upon  his  examination,  further  declares, 
that  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Seixas  he  heard  Mr.  Benzo- 
ken  say,  that  Mr.     ******** 

1^  .  


And  this  memorialist  further  sheweth,  that  since  his  said 
appointment,  he  has  found  the  utmost  remissness  in  duty, 
and  the  greatest  disrcspectfulness  towards  officers  from  the 
soldiers  of  the  respective  beats ;  that  he  has  repeatedly 
complained  of  the  same  to  no  effect :  that  the  few  indcpen* 
dent  com|)anies  which  have  been  raised  in  this  city,  hava 
showed,  upon  many  occasions,  the  greatest  cheerfulness  to 
render  any  assistance  to  their  suffering  country  ;  but  that  at 
present  he  observes  a  great  delinquency  even  in  them. 

And  this  memorialist  further  slievveth,  thai  upon  regular 
complaint  being  made  to  the  Field-Officers  of  said  compa- 
nies, they  unanimously  assign  the  following  reason  for  the 
same :  That  they  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  willing  and 
ready  to  do  their  part  of  their  respective  duties ;  but  that 
the  men  over  whom  they  have  command,  too  justly  assert 
that  their  good  nature  is  imposed  upon  ;  that  the  more  they 
do,  the  more  seems  to  be  required  at  their  hands  ;  that  their 
interest  and  families  have  already  suffered  by  their  persist- 
ing in  their  former  assiduity,  and  they  are  fearful  that  ne- 
cessity will  at  length  compel  them  to  desist,  unless  their  fel- 
low-citizens will  step  forth  and  aid  them  in  the  common 
cause. 

And  this  memorialist  further  sheweth,  that  the  danger 
to  which  this  city  is  nightly  exposed,  not  only  from  the 
attacks  of  external  and  internal  enemies,  but  from  the  ma- 
lice and  intemperance  of  any  individual  who  mounts  guard, 
be  has  thought  it  his  indispensable  duty  to  lay  before  this 
Committee  particular  threats  which  he  has  heard  from  soma 
individuals  of  those  unruly  guards,  who,  he  has  reason  to 
believe,  wanted  nothing  but  an  opportunity  of  putting  the 
same  into  execution,  "  such  as  finng  upon  His  Majesty's 
ships,  now  in  the  harbour,"  an  act  that  must  unavoidably 
bring  unspeakable  distress  upon  the  in!)abitants  of  this 
city.  The  countersign  has  been  divulged,  and  those  who 
were  appointed  as  guardians  of  our  safety,  have  exposed 
us  to  the  greatest  dangers  from  the  common  enemy.  He, 
therefore,  humbly  prays  that  this  Committee  will  take  the 
matter  under  their  serious  consideration,  for,  if  long  neg- 
lected, he  is  fully  convinced  a  sufficient  number  will  soon 
be  wanting  to  do  the  duty  (though  ever  so  badly [^  of  this 
citv 

William  Leakt,  Town-Major. 

New- York,  January  IS,  1776. 


ME.MORIAL  OV  WILLIAM  LE.\UT. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  Nkw-Yqrk  : 
The  Memorial oJWii.u AM  Leary,  Town-Major,  humbly 

That  sitice  he  has  had  the  honour  of  filling  the  station 
he  now  occupies,  by  virtue  of  his  appointment,  he  studiously 
endeavoured  to  preserve  the  peace,  good  order,  and  well 
being  of  this  city,  as  much  as  was  in  his  power;  that  for 
that  purpose,  he  has  carefully  attended  the  regular  appoint- 
ment of  the  Nightly  Guard,  according  to  the  instructions  of 
the  General  Commit  lee. 


GENERAL   LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Now.  Haven,  January  10,  1776. 

Deah  General:  We  have  been  so  baffled  by  the 
weather,  that  we  only  arrived  here  last  night.  I  believe 
we  shall  find  no  difficulties  in  procuring  a  sufficient  body  of 
volunteers  for  the  New-York  expedition.  The  unhappy 
accounts  from  Canada,  seem  to  animate  these  people, 
rather  than  depress.  Indeed,  we  have  now  occasion  for 
exertion  and  decision.  J  am  apprehensive  that  the  Con- 
gress must  be  inspired  by  you.  They  have  just  given  a 
strong,  and,  I  think,  unfortunate  instance  of  indecision. 
Colonel  fVaterbury  had  raised  a  regiment ;  the  regiment 
was  equipped  and  ready  for  embarkation.  They  were  to 
have  landed  in  Oyster-Bay,  to  have  attacked  the  Tories  in 
Long- Island.  Lord  Stirling  was  to  have  attacked  them 
on  tlie  other  side ;  all  this  by  order  of  Congress ;  when 
suddenly,  Colonel  Wuterbury  received  an  order  to  disband 
his  regiment,  and  the  Tories  are  to  remain  unmolested  till 
they  are  joined  by  the  King's  assassins. 

Governour  Trumbull,  like  a  man  of  sense  and  spirit,  liai 
ordered  this  regiment  to  be  reassembled;  1  believe  it  will  b& 
ready  on  Sunday,  the  day  on  which  I  shall  march  from  ihis: 
town.  1  shall  send  immediately  an  express  to  the  Con- 
gress, informing  them  of  my  situation,  and  at  the  same  time 
conjuring  them  not  to  suffer  the  accursed  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New-  York  to  defeat  measures  so  absolutely 
necessary  to  salvation.  The  affairs  of  Canada,  will,  1  sup- 
pose, very  soon,  if  not  instantly  require  a  very  coi>siderable 
force  from  this  Province;  neither  will  the  circtimsiances  of 
Netc-York  admit  of  its  being  too  much  stripped  of  men, 
for  which  reason  I  should  thir.k  it  advisable  immediately  to 
raise  some  additional  regiments  in  Massachusetts- Bay. 
Adieu,  dear  General.  God  prosper  you,  and  the  arras  of 
virtue. 

Yours,  most  sincerely,  ^  , 

^  V  HARLES  LeE. 

To  General  Washington. 
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GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Hartford,  January  16,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Major  FrencA,  whom  1  have  met  with 
at  Hartford,  is  extremely  solicitous  for  permission  to  return 
home,  as  lie  is  confident  that  his  whole  fortunes  depend 
upon  his  being  immediately  on  the  spot  with  his  friends  at 
this  instant.  As  he  is,  I  believe,  a  man  of  strict  honour,  his 
parole  not  to  serve  for  a  given  time  against  the  freedom 
oi  America,  would  be  sufficient  security;  and  as  he  has  a 
family  to  provide  for,  it  would  certainly  be  humane  and 
charitable  to  indulge  him,  nor  can  1  see  any  inconvenience 
wiiich  would  attend  the  indulgence  ;  there  may  be  some  ob- 
jections wliich  do  not,  perhaps,  occur  to  me,  but  I  could  wish 
for  my  own  part,  that  as  so  much  depends  upon  it,  he  might 
be  gratified ;  however,  I  beg  you  will  excuse  my  submitting 
the  matter  to  your  consideration. 

I  am,  dear  General,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Charles  Lee. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


SAMUEL  MOTT  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Preston,  January  16,  1776. 
Sir:  Being  on  the  5th  of  lliis  instant,  {January,)  desired 
and  directed  by  your  Honour  and  Council  of  Safety,  to  view 
the  works  erected  and  proposed  for  defence  at  New-London, 
Groton,  and  Stonington,  and  report  my  opinion  in  the  pre- 
mises, &c. 

In  pursuance  thereof,  I  have  attended  at  the  places  above 
mentioned,  and  have  found  tliat  there  is  at  New-London  a 
work  newly  erected  at  the  edge  of  the  town,  by  the  water, 
where  the  old  fort  or  battery  stood,  which,  on  some  accounts 
appears  neat,  well  made  and  in  good  order.  But  by  reason 
of  the  bad  situation  of  the  place,  on  account  that  in  case  of 
tin  attack  from  the  enemy,  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  draw 
the  enemy's  shot  in  the  most  dangerous  direction  on  the 
bodv  of  the  town,  and  by  reason  of  the  ill  construction  of 
the  embrasures,  &,c.,  that  it  cannot  defend  from  those  parts 
of  the  harbour,  where  an  enemy's  ships  of  war  might,  and 
doubtless  would,  lie  for  action  ;  and  by  reason  that  in  case 
the  enemy  should  set  fir^  to  any  of  the  nearest  buildings,  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  support  and  occupy  the  work, 
and  the  danger  that  the  men  in  the  work  must  undergo 
from  those  in  the  tops  of  enemy's  vessels,  render  it,  in  my 
opinion,  not  a  suitable  place  to  defend  the  town  and  har- 
bour, and  altogether  insufficient  for  that  purpose;  and  like- 
wise, that  in  case  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  the  guns 
and  stores  in  said  work  would  be  in  great  danger  of  falling 
an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy. 

I  find  also,  adjacent  to  the  town,  on  a  place  called  Win- 
(hrop's  Neck,  a  new  work  erected  for  defence,  wliich,  in 
my  opinion,  so  far  as  it  is  done,  may  be  of  good  service  in 
assisting  to  defend  ihe  place,  but  the  situation  of  the  place 
will  not  admit  of  its  being  a  sufficient  defence.  1  also, 
viewed  Shaw's  Point,  comi(\on\y  called  Mamacock,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  capable  of  being  fortified  to  very  good 
purpose.  The  guns  would  lie  fifty  or  sixty  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  only  about  one  hundred  and  ninety 
rods  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel ;  it  has  a  very 
good  and  safe  communication  with  the  country,  but  no 
works  are  yet  erected  here. 

I  have  also  viewed  the  east  shore  of  New-London  har- 
bour, on  Groton  side,  and  find  a  new  work  erected  wiihin 
reach  of  the  whole  channel  of  the  harbour,  whicii  work  so 
far  as  it  is  carried,  I  very  much  approve  of,  and  think  that 
with  finishing  what  is  begun,  and  making  some  small  addi- 
tion, it  will  be  capable  of  making  a  very  good  defence. 

The  guns  on  this  work,  1  imagine  to  be  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  A  little  back  of 
the  work,  next  the  country,  is  a  very  commandinjj  emi- 
nence, (likewise  in  pretty  good  shot  of  the  harbour,)  which 
if  well  fortified,  might  contain  barracks  and  a  bomb-proof 
sufficient  to  contain  its  own  stores,  and  those  of  the  other 
work,  and  would  secure  a  safe  and  easy  communication 
with  the  country,  and  would,  if  skilfully  erected,  in  a  great 
measure,  defend  the  harbour,  and  be  almost  inaccessible  to 
an  enemy. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  somewhere  between 
ten  or  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  well  laid  out,  in  fortifying 
the  above  mentioned  parts  of  Groton,  and  on  iWomacoc/r, 
and  tVinlhroj)'s  Point  or  Neck,  is  all  that  is  necessary  for 


defending  that  important  harbour  and  the  town,  and  pro- 
perly manned,  would  prevent  any,  the  most  potent  enemy, 
from  either  holding  possession  of  the  harbour,  or  annoying 
the  town.  An  addition  of  heavy  cannon,  to  make  what 
tliey  now  have,  to  the  number  of  about  forty,  would  be 
sufficient  to  man  all  these  works. 

I  have,  likewise,  viewed  the  works  lately  erected  at  Sto- 
nington, and  find  them,  so  far  as  executed,  in  my  opinion 
well  situated,  strong  built,  and  being  completed,  with  a  very 
little  alteration,  which  I  have  pointed  out  to  Major  Smith, 
sufficient  with  one  hundred  battalion-men,  and  thirty  artil- 
lery-men, to  defend  against  any  ship-of-war,  &.C.,  that  will 
likely  penetrate  that  harbour,  unless  the  enemy  land  a  body 
of  troops,  in  which  case  the  above  number  of  troops  might 
hold  out,  until  the  country  cmne  to  their  assistance.  All 
which  is  submitted  to  yoiu*  Honour,  by  yours,  &.C.,  &.c. 

Samuel  Mott. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Captain-Ge- 
neral and  Governour  of  the  American  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, &.C. 

N.  B.  If  the  works  at  the  above  places  should  be  pro- 
secuted, it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  about  twelve  new 
spades,  five  falling  axes,  two  broad  axes,  and  some  iron  crows, 
for  the  work  at  Stonington,  and  a  number  of  tools  for  New- 
London,  Groton,  &.c. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  January  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  5th  instant,  enclosing 
copies  of  General  Montgomery's  and  General  Wooster'a 
letters,  I  received,  for  which  I  return  you  my  thanks. 

It  was  from  a  full  conviction  of  your  zealous  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  our  country,  and  abilities  to  serve  it,  that  I 
repeatedly  pressed  your  continuance  in  command  ;  and  it  is 
with  much  concern,  sir,  that  I  find  you  have  reason  to  think 
your  holding  the  place  you  do  will  be  of  prejudice  and  in- 
compatible with  its  interest.  As  you  are  of  this  opinion, 
the  part  you  are  inclined  to  take  is  certainly  generous  and 
noble.  But  will  the  good  consequences  you  intend,  be  de- 
rived from  it?  I  greatly  fear  they  will  not.  I  shall  leave 
the  matter  to  yourself,  in  full  confidence,  that  in  whatever 
sphere  you  move,  your  exertions  for  your  country's  weal, 
will  not  be  wanting. 

Whatever  proof  you  may  obtain,  fixing  or  tending  to 
support  the  charge  against  Mr.  Prescott, you  will  please  to 
transmit  me  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am  apt  to  believe  the  intelligence  given  Dr.  Wheelock, 
respecting  Major  Rogers,  was  not  true,  but  being  much 
suspected  of  unfriendly  views  to  this  country,  his  conduct 
should  be  attended  to  with  some  degree  of  vigilance  and 
circumspection. 

I  confess  I  am  much  concerned  for  General  Montgomery 
and  Colonel  Arnold;  and  the  consequences  which  will  re- 
sult from  their  miscarriage,  should  it  happen,  will  be  very 
alarming;  I  fear  not  less  fatal  than  you  mention.     How-  f 

ever,  I  trust,  that  their  distinguished  conduct,  bravery,  and 
perseverance,  vvill  meet  with  the  smiles  of  fortune,  and  put 
them  in  possession  of  this  important  fortress.  I  wish  their 
force  was  greater,  the  reduction  would  then  be  certain. 

I  am  sorry  that  Ticonderogn  and  Fort- George  should 
be  left   by  the  garrisons,  and  that  your  recruiting  officers      ^hh 
meet  such  ill  success.    It  is  too  much  the  case  in  this  quar-      1^H| 
ter,  and  from  the  slow  progress  made  in  inlisting,  I   des-       ^^" 
pair  of  raising  an  army  to  the  new  establishment.    Should 
it  be  effected,  it  will  be  a  long  time  first. 

Our  Caughnawaga  friends  are  not  arrived  yet ;  I  will  try 
to  make  suitable  provision  for  them,  during  their  stay,  and 
use  every  means  in  my  power  to  confirm  their  favourable 
disposition  towards  us.  They  will  not,  I  am  fearful,  have 
such  ideas  of  our  strength  as  1  could  wish.  This,  however, 
shall  be  strongly  inculcated. 

If  ^nehcck  is  in  our  possession,  I  cannot  see  that  any 
inconvenience  will  result  from  Mr.  Gamble's  going  there 
upon  his  parole  ;  but  if  it  is  not,  however  hurtful  it  maybe 
to  him,  however  disagreeable  to  me  to  prejudice  the  inte- 
rest of  an  individual,  I  cannot  consent  to  his  return.  I  am 
much  distressed  by  other  applications  of  a  like  nature.  If 
Mr.  Gambit's  request  is  granted,  others  in  the  same  situa- 
tion will  claim  the  same  indulgence ;  further,  I  think  a 
partial  exchange  should  not  be  made,  and  my  proposition 


697 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  1716. 


6ft6 


for  a  general  one,  was  rejected  by  Mr.  Howe,  or  what  is 
the  same,  it  was  unnoticed.  1  could  wish  that  his  apphca- 
tion  had  been  to  Congress,  they  might  have  couiplied  with 
it,  had  they  thought  it  reasonable. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  sending,  as  expeditiously 
as  you  can,  such  clotliing  as  you  are  able  to  spare  ;  it  not 
being  made  up  is  rather  an  advantage,  as  it  may  be  done 
here  with  some  saving. 

I  am  much  pleased  that  the  artillery  was  like  to  be  got 
over  the  river;  and  am  in  hopes  that  Colonel  Knox  will 
arrive  with  it  in  a  few  days.     It  is  much  wanted. 

On  reading  the  copy  of  General  booster's  letter,  I  was 
much  surprised  to  find  thai  he  had  granted  furloughs  to  the 
Connecticut  troops  under  his  command,  in  preference  to 
discharges.  What  advantage  could  lie  imai;ine  they  would 
be  of  to  the  Continent,  wiien  they  were  at  their  own  homes  ? 
If  he  could  not  continue  them  in  the  service  they  were 
upon,  their  discharge  would  certainly  have  eased  the  coun- 
try of  a  considerable  expense. 

Giving  you,  in  return,  the  compliments  of  the  season,  and 
wishing  for  you  every  liappiness,  1  am,  dear  sir,  &,c., 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Schuyler,         

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  January  16, 1776. 

Sir  :  The  alarming  and  almost  defenceless  state  of  our 
lines,  occasioned  by  the  slow  progress  in  raising  recruits  for 
the  new  Army ,  and  the  departure  of  a  great  number  of  the 
Militia,  which  had  been  called  in  for  their  support  till  the 
15lh  instant,  from  this  and  A'ew-iJflwpsAire  Governments, 
rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  sunimon  the  General  Offi- 
cers in  council,  to  determine  on  proper  measures  to  be 
adopted  for  their  maintenance  and  preservation.  For  this 
purpose  they  met  at  Head-Quarters  yesterday  and  to-day, 
and  finding  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  per- 
suasion that  such  part  of  the  latter  as  are  now  here,  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  continue  till  the  last  of  the  month, 
(after  which  there  is  not  the  remotest  probability  of  their 
staying  one  moment,)  they  have  judged  it  expedient,  and 
absolutely  necessary,  tiiat  thirteen  regiments,  should  be 
forthwith  raised,  equal  to  those  of  the  new  establishment, 
to  be  officered  according  to  the  usual  mode  of  their  respec- 
tive Governments,  which  are  to  repair  to  this  camp  by  the 
last  instant,  if  possible,  to  be  in  readiness  to  act  in  such 
manner  (and  till  the  1st  oi  A'prii)  as  circumstances  may 
require.  Of  this  number,  they  apprehend  the  Massachu- 
setts should  furnish  seven ;  your  Government  four ;  and 
the  Netv- Hampshire  two;  being  agreeable  to  the  propor- 
tion settled  by  Congress. 

In  order  that  each  regiment  may  consist  of  a  proper 
number  of  officers  and  men,  1  herewith  send  you  a  list  for 
their  regulation,  as,  also,  of  the  Continental  pay. 

I  must  earnestly  solicit  your  regard  to  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, blankets,  clothing,  and  kettles,  that  they  may  come 
as  well  provided  with  these  necessary  articles  as  they  can, 
particularly  of  the  first,  of  which  1  find,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise and  concern,  there  is  an  amazing  deficiency,  notwith- 
standing I  have  used  every  precaution  my  judgment  could 
point  out  to  procure  them.  Besides  the  arms  which  these 
regiments  will  bring  with  them,  I  shall  be  particularly 
obliged  by  your  furnishing  me,  for  the  use  of  the  Conti- 
nent, with  such  others  as  you  have,  or  can  collect.  If  you 
have  any,  or  can  get  them  made,  you  will  please  to  inform 
me  of  the  quantity.  These  Governments,!  hope,  will  ex- 
ert themselves  in  this  instance.  They  must  be  had,  or 
what  can,  what  will  be  done  ? 

The  great  and  constant  attention,  sir,  which  you  have 
shown,  upon  all  occasions,  to  promote  the  publick  cause, 
affords  me  the  strongest  assurance  that  your  every  exer- 
tion and  interest  will  be  employed  to  comply  with  these 
several  requisitions. 

I  am,  sir,  &ic.,  &ic.,  ^  „, 

(jeorge  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  &,c. 


under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  you  again  ;  but  you 
must,  in  some  measure,  be  involved  in  whatever  difficulties 
attend  me. 

To  my  great  surprise,  I  find,  that  notwithstanding  I  had 
taken  the  utmost  care  to  prevent  the  soldiers  that  would 
not  reinlist  in  the  new  Army  from  carrying  away  their 
arms,  or  such  of  them  as  were  good,  the  number  collected 
is  trifling  and  inconsiderable,  of  which  there  are  but  very 
few,  if  any,  now  in  store,  they  having  been  delivered  to  the 
recruits  which  have  come  in. 

I  also  find,  from  the  report  of  the  recruiting-officers, 
that  a  few  more  are  to  be  inlisted  who  have  arms  in  their 
hands,  and  that  they  are  reduced  to  the  disagreeably  al- 
ternative of  taking  men  without  any,  or  no  men  at  all. 
Unhappy  alternative !  Must  not  those  Governments  ex- 
ert themselves  in  procuring  them  from  the  several  towns, 
or  in  such  other  manner  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  speedy 
and  effectual  ? 

To  account  minutely  for  this  great  deficiency,  would  be 
of  no  importance.  I  shall  only  say,  that  it  has  arisen  from 
two  causes,  to  wit,  the  badness  of  the  arms  of  the  old 
Army,  which  the  inspectors  and  appraisers  did  not  think 
worth  detaining,  and  to  the  disobedience  of  some  regi- 
ments, carrying  theirs  away,  contrary  to  every  order  I 
could  issue,  and  even  solemn  threats  of  stopping  their  pay 
for  the  months  of  November  and  December,  of  those  that 
should. 

The  prospect  of  getting  imported  arms  is  so  remote  and 
uncertain,  that  1  cannot  depend  upon  it.  I,  therefore,  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you,  to  inform  me  whether  you  have 
any,  and  what  number,  belonging  to  Government ;  as,  also, 
if  you  will  be  able  to  procure  more,  and  in  what  time.  If 
you  have  any,  or  can  get  them,  1  shall  be  glad  to  take 
them,  on  account  of  the  Continent;  they  must  be  had,  if 
possible. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  other  New-England  Governments 
on  the  same  subjects. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant,  ^  „t 

George   Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  Governour  Cooke. 


!  GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  COOKE. 

jj  Cambridge,  January  16,  1776, 

V        Sir:  It  is  exceedingly  painful  to  me  that  I  should  have 
so  often  troubled  you  respecting  this  Army,  and  that  I  am 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  January  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  several  resolves,  in  consequence  of 
my  letters  of  the  10th  and  15th  instant,  have  been  pre- 
sented to  me  by  a  Committee  of  your  honourable  body.  I 
thank  you  for  the  assurances  of  being  zealously  disposed  to 
do  every  thing  in  your  power  to  facilitate  the  recruiting  of 
the  American  Army  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  assure 
you  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  it,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  conceive  you  have  mistaken  the 
meaning  of  my  letter  of  the  10th,  if  you  suppose  it  ever 
was  in  my  idea  that  you  should  offer  a  bounty  at  the  sepa- 
rate expense  of  this  Colony. 

It  was  not  clear  to  me,  but  that  some  coercive  measure 
might  be  used  on  this,  as  on  former  occasions,  to  draft  men 
to  complete  the  regiments  upon  the  Continental  establish- 
ment; but,  as  this  is  thought  unadvisable,  I  shall  rely  on 
your  recommending  to  the  Selectmen,  and  the  Committees 
of  Correspondence,  &ic.,  to  exert  themselves  in  their  seve- 
ral towns,  to  promote  the  inlistments  for  the  American 
Army. 

In  the  meanwhile,  as  there  is  an  appearance  of  this  ser- 
vice going  on  but  slowly,  and  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  re- 
spectable body  of  troops  here,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  act 
as  circumstances  shall  require,  I  must  beg  that  you  will 
order  in,  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit  of,  seven  regiments,  agreeable  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Army,  to  continue  in  service  till  the  1st  of 
April,  if  required.  You  will  please  to  direct  that  the 
men  come  provided  with  good  arms,  blankets,  kettles  for 
cooking,  and,  if  possible,  with  twenty  rounds  of  powder 
and  ball. 

With  respect  to  your  other  resolve,  relative  to  arms,  I 
am  quite  ready  to  make  an  absolute  purchase  of  such  as  ■ 
shall  be  furnished  either  by  the  Colony  or  individuals.  I 
am  also  ready  to  engage  payment  for  all  the  arms  which 
shall  be  furnished  by  the  recruits,  if  lost  in  the  publick  ser- 
vice ;  but  I  do  not  know  how  far  I  could  be  justified   in 
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allowing  for  the  use  of  them,  when  I  know  it  to  be  tlie 
opinion  of  Congress  that  every  man  shall  furnish  his  own 
arms,  or  pay  for  the  use  of  them,  if  put  in  his  own  hands; 
lo  do  otherwise,  is  an  indirect  way  of  raising  the  pay.  I 
again  wish  that  the  honourable  Court  could  devise  some 
method  of  purchasing. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  kind  offer  of 
Gfty  thousand  pounds,  for  the  Conlinenlul  use.  1  will  ac- 
cept of  a  loan  upon  the  terms  mentioned,  of  half  that  sum, 
to  secure  payment  of  the  Militia,  whose  time  of  service  will 
be  up  the  last  of  this  month,  till  when  1  shall  not  have  oc- 
casion to  make  use  of  the  money. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  Sic, 

GcoKGE  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Court  o(  Massachusetts- Jiai/. 


GENERAL.  WASHINGTON  TO  MATTHEW  TIIOnNTON. 

Cambridge,  January  16,  1776. 

Sik:  The  alarming  and  almost  defenceless  state  of  our 
lines,  occasioned  by  the  slow  progress  in  raising  recruits  for 
the  new  Army,  and  the  departure  of  a  great  number  of  the 
Miliiia,  which  had  been  called  in  for  their  support  till  the 
15lh  instant,  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  summon  the 
General  Officers  in  council,  to  determine  on  proper  mea- 
sures to  be  adopted  lor  their  preservation.  For  this  pur- 
pose they  met  at  Head-Quarters  yesterday  and  to-day,  and 
finding  that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  persuasion 
that  such  of  the  latter  as  are  now  here,  have  been  prevail- 
ed to  continue  till  the  last  of  the  month,  (after  which  there 
is  not  the  remotest  probability  of  their  staying  a  moment,) 
they  liave  judged  it  expedient,  and  absolutely  necessary, 
that  thirteen  regiments  should  be  forthwith  raised,  equal  to 
those  of  the  new  establishment,  to  be  officered  according  to 
the  usual  mode  of  their  respective  Governments,  which  are 
to  repair  to  this  camp  by  the  last  instant,  if  possible,  to  be 
in  readiness  to  act  in  such  manner  (till  the  1st  o(  April)  as 
circumstances  may  require.  Of  this  number,  they  appre- 
hend the  Massachusetts  should  furnish  seven  ;  Connecticut 
four;  and  your  Government  two;  being  agreeable  to  the 
proportion  settled  by  Congress. 

In  order  that  each  regiment  may  consist  of  a  proper 
number  of  officers  and  men,  I  have  enclosed  you  a  list  for 
their  regulation,  and  of  the  Continental  pay. 

I  must  earnestly  solicit  your  attention  and  regard  to  arms, 
ammunition,  blankets,  kettles,  and  clothing,  that  they  may 
come  as  well  provided  with  these  necessaries  as  possible, 

farticularly  the  first,  as,  from  the  amazing  deficiency  here, 
shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  supply  them. 
The  situation  and  exigency  of  our  afl^airs  calling  for  this 
assistance,  I  have  the  most  pleasing  assurance  that  your 
lionourable  body  will  exert  themselves  for  complying  with 
this  requisition,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  „  ,,. 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Thornton. 


major-general  HOWE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  January  16,  1776. 

My  Lord:  By  Admiral  Shul(lkam'samva\,  on  tiie  30lli 
of  December,  I  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordship's  despatch- 
es of  the  22d  October;  a  duplicate  of  the  25th  September, 
from  Mr.  Deputy  Secretary  Pownall,  covering  a  letter 
from  Lord  William  Campbell,  of  the  19th  July;  a  dupli- 
cate from  your  Lordship,  of  the  22d  September,  the  origi- 
nals of  which  are  not  yet  received,  with  copies  of  despatch- 
es from  the  Eail  of  liochford,  of  the  21st  September,  to 
the  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  also,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  your  F^ordship,  of  the  22(1  September,  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  in  which  you  are  pleased 
to  intimate  that  the  stores  of  provisions  contracted  for  by 
Messrs.  Mure,  Son  if  Atkinson,  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  are  intended  as  well  for  the  fleet  as  the  army; 
whereas,  from  there  not  being  any  mention  made  of  the 
fleet  sharing  these  stores,  either  in  your  Lordship's  letters 
to  me,  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  merchants, 
the  cargoes  arriving  before  Admiral  Shuldham,  were  dis- 
tributed solely  to  the  army.  But,  since  the  sight  of  your 
Lordship's  letter,  that  I  might  not  appear  to  neglect  the 


fleet,  I  have,  though  without  a  direct  order  from  your 
Lordship,  given  a  proportion  of  porter  to  the  ships  ;  at  the 
same  time,  I  bei^  leave  to  observe,  the  deliveries  of  provi- 
sions to  the  soldiei's,  for  some  weeks  past,  being  without 
peas  or  rice,  the  want  of  bedding,  and  the  unavoidable  ex- 
posure to  the  weather,  from  the  nature  of  the  duty,  which 
lias  been  very  severe,  without  enumerating  further  reasons, 
make  them  require  these  refreshments  more  than  seamen, 
who  are  better  provided. 

1  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  an  account  of 
the  deficiencies  in  the  provision  contract,  with  the  Commis- 
sary's letter  thereupon ;  and  1  shall  send  another  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Having  heard,  from  Governour  Tnjon,  that  there  is  a 
prosjject  of  getting  some  provisions  on  the  side  of  New- 
York,  I  have  despatched  a  vessel  to  endeavour  to  procure 
it;  and  the  victuallers  for  the  navy,  lately  arrived,  could 
conveniently  afford  us  a  supply  for  six  weeks,  if  necessary, 
which  relieves  me  from  the  necessity  of  putting  the  troops 
to  short  allowance,  more  especially  as  I  am  hopeful  that  the 
vessels  mentioned  in  my  despatch  oftiie  ]9ih  December, 
may  return  from  the  Wtst-Indies  and  Georgia,  before  the 
provisions  in  store,  as  per  stale,  are  consumed;  so  that  our 
dependance  is  not  wholly  on  the  contractors'  ships,  one  of 
which  got  in  the  13lh  instant,  with  oats,  flour,  and  peas  ; 
the  last  article  affording  most  seasonable  relief. 

The  necessary  arrangements  being  made  for  the  depar- 
ture of  Major-General  Clinton  to  Cape-Fear,  in  conse- 
quence of  your  Lordship's  despatches  of  the  22d  October, 
he  is  ready  to  sail  in  the  Mercury,  ship-of-war,  with  the 
Falcon,  sloop,  and  two  transports,  having  on  board  two 
companies  ol  Liglit-Infanlry,  and  some  Highlanders ;  the 
latter,  I  hope,  may  be  useful  in  getting  men  in  North- Ca- 
rolina, if  Governour  iViaWm  is  not  deceived  in  his  expecta- 
tions, of  which  I  do  not  presume  to  judge,  having  received 
no  direct  intelligence  from  thence  since  General  Gage's 
departure;  nor  have  I  received  Governour iWartin's  letter, 
refoned  to  in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  22d  October. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  troops  had  sailed  from 
Europe  in  time  to  have  arrived  at  their  destination  by  the 
middle,  or  latter  end  of  November ;  but  I  am  free  to  own 
my  opinion  to  your  Lordship,  which  has  been,  to  leave  the 
Southern  Provinces  in  the  fullest  persuasion  of  their  secu- 
rity, until  the  Rebels  should  have  been  defeated  on  the  side 
of  New- York ;  which  event  appears  to  me,  more  clearly 
than  ever,  of  so  much  consequence,  that  our  utmost 
strength  should  be  exerted  to  accomplish  it  before  designs 
of  less  importance  are  taken  up,  inconsistent  with  the  gen- 
eral plan  of  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign  ;  and  it  is 
to  be  presumed  the  Southern  Rebels  would  have  been  less 
able  to  defend  themselves,  had  they  not  been  roused  by 
the  conduct  of  their  Governours,  who  have  not,  I  fear,  the 
power  of  suppressing  them,  or  of  re-establishing  the  interest 
of  Government  in  any  degree. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  destination  of  the  regiments  to 
the  Southward,  was  promulgated  L-ere  by  [)rivate  letters 
from  England,  ihat  came  in  the  same  ship  with  your  Lord- 
ship's despatch  relative  to  them ;  and  1  make  no  doubt  of 
the  Rebels  being  in  possession  of  the  intelligence  very  soon 
after  it  arrived.  General  Lee,  I  hear,  is  gone  for  the  Array 
in  consequence  of  it. 

In  Mr.  Deputy  Secretary  PownalVs  letter  of  the  22d 
September,  I  am  to  understand,  that  I  may  expect  the 
King's  commands  from  your  Lordship,  for  the  Seven- 
teenth, Twenty-Seventh,  Twenty-Eighth,  Forty-Sixth, 
and  Fifty-Fifth  Regiments,  to  be  sent  lo  (^uebeck,  as  ear- 
ly as  possible,  in  the  Spring,  and  to  detach  a  sufficient 
force  from  this  army  for  the  secmity  of  Halifax. 

These  drains,  added  to  that  to  the  Southward,  from 
whence  I  can  promise  myself  little  assistance  to  the  main 
army,  will  reduce  the  expected  strength  for  the  campaign 
so  considerably,  that,  if  a  respectable  supply  of  troops  from 
Europe  does  not  arrive  soon  in  the  Spring,  another  defen- 
sive campaign,  I  conclude,  will  he  the  consequence;  for, 
by  the  want  of  a  force  lo  act  early,  the  Rebel  Army  will 
have  full  time  to  intrench  in  every  strong  position  their 
commanders  may  fix  upon  ;  in  which  case,  though  we 
should  get  possession  of  New- York  without  resistance,  we 
must  not  expect  to  carry  their  iniresched  camps  but  with 
considerable  loss.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  army, 
at  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  being  in  force,  would,  pro- 
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bably,  by  rapid  movements,  bring  the  Rebels  to  an  action 
upon  equal  terms,  before  they  could  cover  themselves  by 
works  of  any  signification. 

The  ill  conseijuences  that  must  arise  from  another  defen- 
sive campaign,  are  not  to  be  pointed  out  to3'ourljordship  ; 
but  it  may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  if  the  five  batta- 
lions under  Major-General  Clinton  are  joined  by  tiie  well- 
affected  inhabitants,  and  should  possess  themselves  of  any 
object  that  it  may  be  important  to  hold,  I  shall  not  presume 
to  call  them  oft"  to  the  main  army,  unless  the  General  shall 
represent  that  the  inhabitants  are  able  to  maintain  their  situ- 
ation, although  the  King's  troops  should  be  withdrawn. 

1  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  with  a  proper  army,  of  twen- 
ty thousand  men,  having  twelve  thousand  at  New-Yoik, 
six  thousand  at  Rhode- Island,  and  two  thousand  at  Hali- 
fax, exclusive  of  an  army  for  the  Province  of  (^uebcck,  the 
present  unfavourable  appearance  of  things  would,  probably, 
wear  a  very  different  aspect  before  the  end  of  the  ensuing 
campaign.  With  fewer  troops,  the  success  of  any  offensive 
operations  will  be  very  doubtful,  the  enemy  possessing  ad- 
vantages that  will  not  be  readily  overcome  by  a  small  force  ; 
neither  is  their  army  by  any  ways  to  be  despised,  having  in 
it  many  European  soldiers,  and  all,  or  most  of  the  young 
men  of  spirit  in  the  country,  who  are  exceedingly  diligent 
and  attentive  in  their  military  profession. 

Enclosed  are  coi)ies  of  letters  of  the  13th  and  18th  De- 
cember, from  Governour  Tryon,  with  three  papers,  con- 
taining intelligence  from  him.  He  seems  positive  of  being 
able  to  raise  two  thousand  men,  upon  the  arrival  of  this 
army  at  New- York,  who  may  be  rendered  very  useful,  if 
accontpanied  by  his  personal  services  in  the  field.  The 
enclosed  extract  from  my  answer  to  the  Governour,  and 
copy  of  a  letter  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Niagara,  I 
hope  may  meet  with  His  Majesty's  approbation. 

1  beg  your  Lordship  will  honour  me  with  the  King's 
commands  respecting  the  bounty  money,  payment,  and 
clothing,  of  the  Provincial  levies :  their  officers,  last  war, 
ranked  with  those  of  the  army  as  youngest,  in  their  respec- 
tive degrees. 

Your  Lordship  has  enclosed  a  state  of  the  transports, 
including  such  as  have  arrived  and  been  taken  into  His 
Majesty's  service,  in  consequence  of  the  duplicate  of  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  22d  September;  and,  that  no  time 
may  be  lost  in  transporting  the  army  from  hence  to  New- 
York,  I  shall  continue  to  take  up  all  proper  vessels  that  can 
be  got ;  but  I  do  not  suppose  that  this  place  can  be  evacu- 
ated without  the  aid  of  transports  from  Europe.  One  great 
difficulty,  among  the  many  in  this  operation,  will  be  the 
number  of  inhabitants  who,  I  expect,  will  desire  to  be  re- 
moved, with  their  effects  and  merchandise.  As  many  as 
Governour  Legge  can  possibly  accommodate  and  provide 
for,  shall  be  sent  to  Nova-Scotia. 

Having  lately  discovered  a  negotiation  of  property  be- 
tween the  Rebels  and  their  friends  in  this  town,  I  use  every 
endeavour  to  stop  it;  and, although  it  is  not  done  as  effec- 
tually as  I  could  wish,  yet  I  am  hopeful  a  large  stock  in 
trade  ujay  be  reserved  until  I  have  the  honour  of  your 
Lordship's  instructions  for  my  future  conduct  in  this  busi- 
ness. 

By  accounts  from  the  Rebel  army,  it  is  said  Major-Gen- 
eral Carltton  got  into  Quebeck  on  the  20lh  of  November, 
and  the  season  then  being  so  far  advanced,  I  conclude  it 
will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  Rebels  to  (brce  him  this 
Winter.  I  have  sent  an  officer,  who  may  be  depended 
upon,  to  Halifax,  and  from  thence  to  Qucbeck,  that  1  may 
have  a  true  state  of  the  General's  situation,  and  I  expect 
his  return  by  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  six  missing  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  and  six 
companies  of  the  Fifty-Fifth  Regiments,  arrived  the  30th 
December,  in  the  Grosvcnor,and  Grand  Duke  of  Russia, 
transports,  but  have  not  had  any  account  of  the  other  four 
companies  of  the  Fifty-Fifth  Regiment. 

From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  designs  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Rebels,  they  seem  determined,  since  the  receipt  of  the 
King's  speech  among  them,  to  make  the  most  diligent  pre- 
parations for  an  active  war;  and  it  is  my  firm  opinion  they 
will  not  retract  until  they  have  tried  their  fortune  in  a  bat- 
tle, and  are  defeated;  but  1  am  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
pealing to  your  Lordship,  that  the  apparent  strength  of  this 
army,  for  the  Spring,  does  not  flatter  me  with  the  hopes  of 
brinjiing  the  Rebels  to  a  decisive  action. 


With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
your  Lordship's  faithful,  and  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Howe. 

john  touste  to  maryland  council  of  safety^ 

Georgetown,  January  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  applied  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  a  sufficient  quantity  of  powder,  for  proving  the 
guns  which  I  have  engaged  to  furnish  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, which  1  have  been  refused,  without  your  approbation. 

Glad  you  would  please  to  nominate  a  man  in  town  to 
see  the  gims  proved,  as  it  is  inconvenient  to  me,  at  pre- 
sent, to  leave  the  business. 

Mr.  Dickens  has  left  town,  wliich  prevents  his  writing 
to  you,  according  to  agreement. 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  what 
I  am  to  expect,  as  the  guns  cannot  be  delivered,  or  finish- 
ed, otherwise  than  by  your  granting  a  license  for  powder. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Youste. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


NOMINATION  OF  MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY  IN  NEW-YORK. 

Now. York,  January  17,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  freemen  and  freeholders  of 
the  City  and  County  of  New- York,  at  the  house  of  Mrs. 
Vander water,  on  Wednesday,  January  17,  1776,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  persons  to  represent  them  in  the 
next  General  Assembly,  it  was  agreed,  by  a  majority  of 
said  company,  that  Philip  Livingston,  John  Alsop,  John 
Jay,  and  Alexander  McDougall,  be,  and  are,  recommend- 
ed to  the  publick  as  sufficient  men  for  that  purpose ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  any  division  ainong  the  electors,  they  are 
desired  to  aid  and  assist  in  the  above  choice. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  DATED  NEW-YORK,  JANUARY  17, 
1776. 

General  Lee  is  coming  here  with  a  body  of  armed  men. 
A  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  is  just  returned  from  Con- 
necticut, tells  me  General  Washington  has  wrote  to  Go- 
vernour Trumbull,  informing  him  that  a  fleet  has  left 
Boston ;  that  he  conjectures  they  are  bound  for  Neio-  York; 
given  him  their  size  and  strength,  as  nearly  as  he  could ; 
informed  him  that  General  Lee  was  coniing  along  with 
ninety  riflemen  ;  and  desired  he  would  order  a  number  of 
men  to  be  immediately  raised  to  come  with  them  to  this 
city.  That,  in  consequence  thereof,  Governour  Trumbull 
had  assembled  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  they  advised 
him  to  issue  his  warrant,  ordering  two  regiments  to  be 
raised,  (about  fifteen  hundred  in  both.)  to  be  commanded 
by  Colonels  Waterbnry  and  Ward,  under  the  direction  of 
General  Lee,  and  to  come  to  this  city.  Another  gentleman, 
who  is  just  come  from  camp,  told  me  that  General  Lee  was 
to  bring  with  him  an  Engineer  and  artillerymen. 

ISth. — The  Jersey  lads  are  gone  to  Horn's  Hock,  {torn 
thence  tiiey  have  crossed,  or  are  to  cross,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, to  Long-Llaud,  and  pay  Queen's  County  a  visit. 
The  Eastern  Post  told  me  he  left  General  Lee  at  Hart- 
ford on  Monday. 

19M. — Eleven  o'clock  this  morning,  a  second  detach- 
ment (about  three  hundred  Jerseymen)  went  to  Long- 
Island.  It  is  said  the  former  one  consisted  of  four  or  five 
hundred. 

PETITION    FROM    THE    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  GRANTS  TO  CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGRESS. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of 
the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  fyc,  fyc,  now 
assembled  at  Philadelphia. 

The  humble  Petition,  Address,  and  Remonstrance  of  that 
part  of  America,  being  situate  south  of  Canada  line, 
west  of  Connecticut  River,  north  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay,  and  east  of  a  ttvcnty-mile  tine  from  Hud- 
son's River,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  the  New-Hampshike  Grants,  humbly  sheweth  : 
That  your  Honours'  petitioners,  being  fully  sensible  and 

deeply  affected  with  the  very  alarming  situation  in  which 

the  United  Colonies  are  involved,  by  means  of  a  designing 
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Ministry,  who  have  flagrantly  used,  and  are  still  using, 
their  utmost  efforts  to  bring  the  inhabitants  of  the  very 
extensive  Continent  of  America  into  a  base  and  servile 
subjection  to  arbitrary  power,  contrary  to  all  the  most  sa- 
cred ties  of  obligation  by  covenant  and  the  well-known 
Constitution  by  which  the  British  empire  ought  to  be 
governed :  Your  petitioners,  not  lo  be  prolix  or  waste 
time,  when  the  whole  Continent  are  in  so  disagreeable  a 
situation,  would,  however,  beg  leave  to  remonstrate,  in 
as  short  terms  as  possible,  the  very  peculiar  situation  in 
which  your  petitioners  have,  for  a  series  of  years,  been 
exercised,  and  are  still  struggling  under.  Perhaps  your 
Honours,  or,  at  least,  some  of  you,  are  not  unacquainted 
that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war,  the  above-described 
premises,  which  your  petitioners  now  inhabit,  was  deemed 
and  reputed  to  be  in  the  Province  of  New- Hampshire, 
and,  consequently,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same ; 
whereupon,  applications  were  freely  made  to  Benning 
Wentworth,  Esq.,  then  Governour  of  the  Province  oi  New- 
Hampshire,  who,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council,  granted, 
under  the  great  seal  of  said  Province,  to  your  Honours' 
petitioners,  a  large  number  of  townships,  of  the  contents 
of  six  miles  square,  each.  In  consequence  of  which,  a 
great  number  of  your  petitioners,  who  were  men  of  con- 
siderable substance,  disposed  of  their  interest  in  their  na- 
tive places,  and,  with  their  numerous  families,  proceeded, 
many  of  them,  two  hundred  miles,  encountering  many  dan- 
gers, fatigues,  and  great  hardships,  to  inhabit  a  desolate 
wilderness,  which  is  now  become  a  well-settled  frontier  to 
three  Governments.  This  was  not  all  our  trouble ;  for, 
soon  after  the  commencement  of  those  settlements,  the 
monopolizing  land-traders  of  New-  York,  being  apprized 
that  the  Province  of  New-Hampshire  had  gran;*?^^tlie  said 
lands,  and  that  settlements  were  actually  making,  did  pre- 
sent a  petition,  as  we  have  often  heard,  and  verily  believe, 
in  your  petitioners'  names,  praying  that  the  same  lands 
granted  by  New-Hampshire  might  be  annexed  to  the  Pro- 
vince o(  New- York,  on  account  of  its  local  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  Your  pe- 
titioners, not  being  apprized  of  the  intrigue  in  this  case, 
were  mute.  Therefore,  as  no  objection  was  made,  why 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted,  his  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased,  with  advice  of  Council,  on  the  S24th 
day  of  July,  1764,  to  grant  the  same.  Immediately  after, 
the  land-traders  of  New-  York  petitioned  the  then  Gover- 
nour of  that  Province  for  grants  of  land,  some  parts  of 
which  had  been  previously  granted  to  your  petitioners  by 
the  Governour  and  Council  of  New- Hampshire.  The 
dispute  then  became  serious.  Your  petitioners,  then,  pe- 
titioned his  Majesty  for  relief  in  the  premises.  His  Ma- 
jesty was  pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee,  who  reported  to 
His  Majesty  in  the  premises,  and  His  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  pass  an  Order  in  the  following  words : 

"  At  a  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  24th  day  of  July,  1767. 

"  Present:  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Lord  Chancellor,  Duke  of  Q^ueeiis- 
hury,  Duke  of  Ancaster,  Lord  Chamberlain,  Earl  of  Litch- 
jield.  Earl  of  Bristol,  Earl  of  Shelbume,  Viscount  Fal- 
mouth, Viscount  Barrington,  Viscount  Clarke,  Bishop  of 
London,  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  Hans  Stanly,  Esq. 

"  His  Majesty,  taking  the  said  Report  into  considera- 
tion, was  pleased,  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council, 
to  approve  thereof;  and  doth  hereby  strictly  charge,  re- 
quire, and  command,  that  the  Governour  or  Commander- 
in-chief  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  New- York  for  the 
time  being,  do  not,  upon  pain  of  His  Majesty's  higliest  dis- 
pleasure, presume  to  make  any  grant,  whatsoever,  of  any 
part  of  the  lands  described  in  the  said  Report,  until  His 
Majesty's  further  pleasure  should  be  known  concerning  the 

®*'"^-  "  William  Shabf. 

"A  true  copy.     Attest: 

"George  Banyak,  Deputy  Sec'y." 

The  many  intervening  and  unhappy  disputes  which  have 
since  happened  between  those  land-traders  of  iVew- Forfc 
and  your  petitioners,  would  take  up  too  much  time,  under 
the  present  situation  of  publick  affairs,  to  recite;  as  Cap- 
tain Heman  Allen  and  Dr.  Jonas  Fay,  who  we  have  ap- 
pointed to  present  this  to  your  Honours,  will  be  funiisiied 
therewith,  should  ihey  find  your  Honours'  admittance,  and 
such  particulars   be    thought   necessary.     Let  it  suffice 


here,  only  to  mention  that  the  oppressions  from  these  over- 
grown land-traders  of  A'isif- YorAr  were  so  grievous,  that 
your  petitioners  were  again  induced,  at  a  great  expense, 
lo  petition  His  Majesty;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  made  a  report  in  favour  of  your 
petitioners,  which  is  too  prolix  to  bo  inserted  here.* 

We  are  called  on,  this  moment,  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  County  of  Albany,  to  suppress  a  dangerous 
insurrection  in  Tryon  County.  Upwards  of  ninety  soldiers 
were  on  their  march,  within  twelve  hours  after  their  re- 
ceiving the  news ;  all  inhabitants  of  one  town,  inhabited 
by  your  petitioners,  and  all  furnished  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, accoutrements,  and  provisions,  &c.  Again,  we  are 
alarmed  by  express  from  General  fVooster,  commanding 
at  Montreal,  with  the  disagreeable  news  of  the  unfortunate 
attack  on  (^uebcck,  (unfortunate,  indeed,  to  lose  so  brave 
a  commander,)  requiring  our  inimediate  assistance  by 
troops;  in  consequence  of  which,  a  considerable  number 
immediately  marched  for  (^ucbcck,  and  more  are  daily  fol- 
lowing their  example. 

Yet,  while  we,  your  petitioners,  are  thus  earnestly  en- 
gaged, we  beg  leave  to  say,  we  are  entirely  willing  to  do 
all  in  our  power  in  tiie  general  cause,  under  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  and  have  been,  ever  since  the  taking  Ticon- 
deroga,  &.C.,  in  which  your  petitioners  were  principally 

*  Extract  from  a   Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  the   Committee 

of  Hit  Majesty't  Most  Honourable  Privy  Couneil,  for  Plantation 

Affairs,  dated  Ui;cehiier  3,  1773. 

Upon  the  fullest  examination  into  all  the  circumstances,  which,  at 
present,  constitute  the  stale  of  that  district  bfttween  the  rivers  Hudson 
and  Connecticut,  out  of  which,  tlie  greatest  disorders  and  confusion 
have  arisen  ,it  seeniolh  to  us,  that  the  principal  objects  of  attention  in 
the  consideration  of  any  measures  that  can  be  suggested  for  restoring 
publick  tranquillity,  and  quieting  possessions,  are, 

First,  Those  townships,  which,  having  been  originally  settled  and 
cstablishod  under  grants  from  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 
fell  within  this  district,  by  the  determination  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  that  Province,  in  the  year  1740. 

Secondly,  Those  grants  of  land,  made  witliin  this  district,  by  the  Go- 
vernment a(  New-York,  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  townships 
laid  out  by  tlie  Governour  of  New-Hampshire,  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace;  and  which  land  now  lies  within  tho  limits  of  some  one  or 
other  of  those  townships. 

Thirdly,  Those  townships,  which,  having  been  originally  laid  out 
by  the  Governour  of  New.Hampshire,  cither  continue  in  the  same  state, 
or  have  been  confirmed  by  grants  from  New-York ;  and,  also,  those 
which  have  since  originated  under  grants  from  the  latter  of  those  Colo, 
nies. 

With  regard  to  those  townships  which  fall  under  the  first  of  the  above- 
mentioned  descriptions ;  when  wo  consider  tlieir  nature  and  origin,  and 
the  numberless  ditficultics  to  which  the  original  proprietors  of  them  must 
have  been  subjected  in  the  settlement  of  lands,  exposed  to  the  incursions 
of  the  Savages,  and  to  every  distress,  whio)i  the  neighborhood  of  tho 
French,  in  time  of  war,  could  bring  upon  them ;  and,  when  wo  add  lo 
those  considerations,  the  great  reason  there  is  to  believe  that  the  grants 
were  made  upon  the  ground  of  military  services  against  the  enemy;  we 
do  not  hesitate  to  submit  to  your  Lordships,  our  opinion,  that  the  pre. 
sent  Proprietors  of  these  townships,  ought,  both  injustice  and  equity,  to 
be  quieted  in  their  possessions  ;  and,  that  all  grants  whatsoever,  rnado  by 
tho  Government  oi  New-York,  of  any  lands,  within  the  limits  of  those 
townships,  whether  the  degree  of  improvement,  under  the  original  grant, 
had  been  more  or  less,  are,  in  every  light  which  they  can  be  viewed, 
oppressive  and  unjust.  But,  as  we  are  sensible  that  such  subsequent 
grants  made  by  the  government  of  New-York,  however  unwarrantable, 
cannot  be  set  aside  by  any  authority  from  His  Majesty,  in  case  the 
grantees  shall  insist  on  their  title;  we  submit  to  your  Lordships, 
whether  it  might  not  be  expedient,  in  order  to  quiet  the  original  Pro. 
prietors  in  their  possessions,  to  proj>oso  that  all  such  persons  who  may 
claim  possession  of  lands  williin  the  limits  of  such  townships,  under 
New.York  grants,  should,  upon  condition  of  their  quitting  such  claim, 
leceive  a  grant  under  the  seal  of  New-York  upon  the  like  terms,  and 
free  of  all  expenses,  of  an  equal  number  of  acres,  in  some  other  part  of 
the  district  lying  between  the  rivers //ut/san  and  Connecticut;  and  in 
case  where  any  actual  settlement  or  improvement  has  boon  made  by 
such  claimants,  that  they  should,  in  such  case,  receive  fifty  acres  of 
waste  land  for  every  three  acres  tUcy  may  have  improved. 

With  regard  to  tlioso  grants  made  by  tho  Government  o{  Ntw-York, 
which  fall  within  the  second  description,  and  upon  which  any  actual 
improvement  has  been  made;  they  do  appear  to  us  to  deserve  the  same 
consideration ;  and  that  the  Proprietors  thereof  ought  not  to  bo  disturb, 
cd  in  their  possessions,  whether  that  improvement  be  to  a  greater  or 
lesser  extent.  But  we  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Lordships,  that,  in 
both  these  cases,  no  consideration  ought  to  be  had  to  any  claim,  where 
it  shall  appear  that  no  regular  possession  has  ever  been  taken,  and  no 
actual  settlement  ever  been  made. 

With  regard  to  those  townships,  which  fall  within  the  last  mention- 
ed description,  we  submit  to  your  Lordships  our  opinion  ;  that,  pro- 
vided such  townships  do  not  include  land  within  the  limits  of  some 
antecedent  grant,  upon  which  actual  impiovcnient  has,  at  any  time, 
b^en  made,  it  would  be  advisable  they  should  be  confirmed  as  town, 
ships,  according  to  tho  limits  expressed  in  the  grants  thereof;  and  that 
all  persons  having  possession  of  any  shares  in  the  said  townships,  either 
as  original  grantees,  or  by  purchase,  or  conveyance,  and  upon  which 
shares  any  actual  improvement  or  settlement  has  been  made,  ought 
not,  in  justice,  to  have  Cjcn,  or  to  be,  in  future,  disturbed  in  tho  pos. 
session  of  such  shares  ;  nor  ought  they  to  be  bound  to  any  other  con- 
ditions, whether  of  quil-rcnt,  or  otherwise,  than  what  is  cout;iined  in 
the  grunt. 
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active  under  Colonel  Ethan  Allen;  but  are  not  willing 
to  put  ourselves  under  llie  honourable  Provincial  Congress 
of  I^cw-York,  in  such  a  manner  as  might,  in  future,  be 
detrimental  to  our  private  property,  as  the  oath  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  those  who  are,  or  shall  be,  entrusted  with 
commissions  from  said  Congress  and  the  Association  agreed 
upon  by  the  same  authority,  together  with  some  particu- 
lar restrictions  and  orders  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  said 
Province,  if  conformed  to  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  New 
Hampshire  Grants,  will,  as  we  apprehend,  be  detrimental 
to  your  petitioners,  in  the  determination  of  the  dispute 
now  subsisting  between  said  inhabitants  and  certain  claim- 
ants under  said  Province  of  New- York ;  and  that  your 
petitioners'  ardent  desires  of  exerting  themselves  in  the 
present  struggle  for  freedom  may  not  be  restrained,  and 
that  we  might  engage  in  the  glorious  cause  without  fear  of 
giving  our  opponents  any  advantage  in  the  said  land  dis- 
pute now  subsisting,  which  we  would  wish  should  lie  dor- 
mant until  a  general  restoration  of  tranquillity  shall  allow 
us  the  opportunity  for  an  equitable  decision  of  the  same. 

Another  reason,  that  much  hinders  our  joining  hand  and 
hand  with  A'eu'-YorAr  Government  in  the  general  cause,  is, 
they  will  not  own  us  in  our  property :  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  said  Province  have  ex- 
pressly declared  the  charters  of  our  lands,  deeds,  Stc,  to  be 
null  and  void.  Therefore,  we,  your  Honours'  humble  peti- 
tioners, most  earnestly  pray  your  Honours  to  take  our  case 
into  your  wise  consideration,  and  order  that,  for  the  future, 
your  petitioners  shall  do  duty  in  the  Continental  service, 
if  required,  as  inhabitants  of  said  New-Hampshire  Grants, 
and  not  as  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  New-  York,  or 
subject  to  the  limitations,  restrictions,  or  regulations  of  the 
Militia  of  said  Province  ;  and  that  commissions,  as  your 
Honours  shall  judge  meet,  be  granted  accordingly.  And, 
as  in  duty  bound,  your  Honours'  petitioners  shall  ever 
pray. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Representatives  of  the  different 
towns  on  the  New- Hampshire  Grants,  legally  warned  and 
convened  at  the  house  of  Cephas  Kent,  inn-holder,  in 
Dorset,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1776,  Captain  Joseph 
Wontlward,  Chairman,  Dr.  fonas  Fay,  Clerk. 

This  meeting,  after  due  consideration,  agreed  to  prefer 
to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  an  humble  Peti- 
tion, setting  forth  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  part 
of  the  country.  Accordingly,  a  Committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  same,  who  drew  up  the  foregoing,  and  re- 
ported to  the  House  in  the  evening.  The  Clerk  read  the 
same  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
table.  The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  of  the 
clock,  17th  January.  Met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  said  Petition,  being  a  second  time  read,  was  agreed 
to  by  the  whole  House.  Then  Lieutenant  James  Brack- 
enriclge  and  Captain  Heman  Allen  were  nominated  to 
prefer  the  said  Petition  ;  the  vote  was  called  ;  passed  in  the 
affirmative,  nem.  con.  Then  Dr.  Jonas  Fay  was  nomi- 
nated ;  the  vote  called;  passed  in  the  affirmative,  nem.  con. 
Joseph  Woodward,  Chairman. 

A  true  copy:  Jonas  Fay,  Clerk. 

FURTHER   accounts    OF    THE   UNSUCCESSFUL    ATTACK    ON 
qUEBECK. 

Philadelphia,  January  17,  1776. 

Our  readers  will  expect  that  we  should  give  some  ac- 
count of  so  interesting  a  piece  of  intelligence  as  the  laie 
unsuccessful,  but  brave,  attempt  made  by  the  Continental 
troops  to  storm  the  town  of  Q^uebeck.  The  following  is 
ihe  best  we  have  been  able  to  collect,  and,  we  have  rea- 
son to  think,  contains  the  most  material  facts. 

General  Montgomery  had  determined  to  storm  the  town 
as  soon  as  a  good  opportunity  offered,  and  his  plan  was  to 
attack  the  upper  and  lower  town  at  the  same  time ;  but, 
several  of  his  soldiers  having  deserted,  he  was  induced  to 
alter  his  design,  and  thought  it  most  prudent  to  make  two 
different  attacks  upon  the  lower  town,  the  one  at  Cape- 
Diamond  and  the  other  at  St.  Roque's.  The  former  was 
conducted  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  General 
himself;  but  here  a  most  unfortunate  event  early  took 
place,  viz:  the  fall  of  that  gallant  and  able  commander, 
which,  no  doubt,  damped  the  ardour  of  his  troops,  and  was 
the  occasion  of  a  repulse,  though  not  till  they  had  passed 
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the  first  barrier,  and  were  preparing  to  attempt  the  second.. 
The  other  attack  was  conducted  by  Colotiel  (now  Briga- 
dier-General) Arnold,  with  his  own  detachment  from  New- 
England,  and  Captain  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,  from 
New-  York.  They  pressed  through  the  St.  Roque's,  and 
approached  near  a  two-gun  battery,  without  being  disco- 
vered, and  attacked  it ;  the  enemy  bravely  defended  it 
above  an  hour,  but  it  was  carried.  In  this  attack  General 
Arnold  was  shot  through  the  leg,  and  was  obliged  to  be 
carried  to  the  Hospital,  as  was,  also,  Brigade-Major  Ogden, 
who,  after  a  spirited  and  soldier-like  conduct,  received  a 
wound  in  his  shoulder.  The  command  of  this  detachment 
now  devolved  on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Greene,  of  Rhode- 
Island,  who,  after  gaining  the  battery,  pushed  on  to  a 
second  barrier,  which  they  took  possession  of;  at  the  same 
time,  the  enemy  sallied  out  from  Palace-Gate,  and  at- 
tacked them  in  the  rear.  A  field-piece,  which  the  rough- 
ness of  the  road  would  not  permit  their  carrying  on,  fell 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  communication  between  the 
two  detachments  was,  by  this  means,  cut  off,  and,  after  a 
resolute  push  for  the  lower  town,  these  brave  soldiers  were 
forced  to  yield  to  superior  numbers  with  superior  advan- 
tage, and  submitted  themselves  prisoners.  Captain  Mac- 
pherson  and  Captain  Cheeseman  fought  and  fell  by  the 
side  of  their  General.  These  officers  distinguished  them- 
selves by  their  good  conduct;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Greene,  Majors  Bigelow  and  Meigs,  and  Captains  Oswald 
and  Burr,  ate  particularly  mentioned  as  having  done  them- 
selves great  honour.  The  loss  of  General  Montgomery, 
who  well  understood  the  duties  of  the  soldier  and  citizen, 
and  generously  endured  the  fatigues  of  the  one  for  the  sake 
of  securing  the  rights  of  the  other,  is  greatly  regretted  by 
every  lover  of  mankind ;  but  our  enemies  will  soon  find 
that  America  is  become  the  nursery  of  heroes,  and  that, 
while  we  are  struggling  in  so  glorious  a  cause  as  that  of 
liberty  and  virtue,  she  will  not  want  Generals  to  lead  forth 
her  armies,  and  direct  them  to  victory  and  triumph. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CANADA,  DATED  FEBRUARY 

9, 1776. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that,  unacquainted  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, some  persons  who,  while  they  applauded  thft 
courage  and  resolution  of  our  late  brave  General  Montgome- 
ry, in  attacking,  under  every  disadvantage,  a  city  so  strongly 
fortified,  both  by  art  and  nature,  as  Quebeck,  with  less  than 
half  the  number  of  men  that  were  within  the  walls  to  de- 
fend it,  may  censure  the  attempt  as  rash  and  desperate.. 
But  his  situation  not  only  justified,  but  made  it  a  matter  of 
indispensable  duty,  though  a  duty  of  a  nature  so  difficult  and 
arduous,  that  the  most  heroick  virtue  and  intrepid  courage, 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  performance  of  it.  The 
expiration  of  the  time  for  which  a  great  part  of  the  Provin- 
cial troops  had  been  inlisted  being  near  at  hand,  in  a 
council  of  war  an  attack  of  the  town  before  that  time  was 
determined  upon,  and  a  plan  concerted.  But  just  before 
its  execution,  it  appearing  that  some  deserters  from  our 
Army  had  discovered  it  to  the  enemy,  an  alteration  became 
necessary,  nor  was  there  any  time  to  delay,  for  the  men 
were  on  jjoint  of  returning  home,  and  the  General  was 
reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  making  an  attack,  under  all  dis- 
advantages, or  of  raising  the  seige,  and  retiring  with  the  loss 
of  all  the  advantages  we  had  gained  by  the  unparalleled  fa- 
tigues of  a  Winter  campaign  in  such  a  country.  It  is  no 
wonder,  therefore,  that,  perilous  as  it  was,  he,  with  Colonel 
Arnold;  &c.,  determined  to  make  the  attack,  though  to 
stimulate  his  men,  the  General  was  obliged  to  head  them  in 
person. 

The  attack  was  made  with  as  much  bravery  as  it  was  re- 
solved on,  and  probably  would  have  succeeded,  had  not  a 
fatal  discharge  from  the  enemy's  cannon,  soon  after  he  mount- 
ed the  wall,  finished  the  glorious  career  of  our  gallant  Gene- 
ral and  some  of  the  bravest  of  his  followers.  The  principal 
of  these  were,  his  Aid-de-canip,  Captain  Macpherson,  of 
Philadelphia,  Captain  Cheeseman,  of  New- York,  and  ten 
of  his  company,  who  all  fell  at  the  first  fire.  This  mighty 
loss,  at  the  first  onset,  so  confused  and  discouraged  our  men 
that  the  remaining  officers  in  the  detachment  thought  them- 
selves under  a  necessity  of  drawing  off  the  men. 

Captain  Cheeseman  was  the  first  that  scaled  the  wall, 
and  intrepidly  pushing  forward,  he  received  a  canister  of 
45 
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grape-shot  through  his  body,  which  brought  him  to  the 
ground.  He  attempted  to  rise,  and  his  motions  indicated 
a  desire  to  press  forward,  but  all  was  over,  the  fatal  wound 
was  given,  through  whicii  fled  as  brave  and  heroicic  a  spirit 
as  ever  animated  the  breast  of  an  Alexander. 

He  seemed  to  have  a  remarkable  presage  that  he  should 
fait  in  the  attack  ;  he  mentioned  it  without  the  least  super- 
stitious fear,  but  with  tiie  undaunted  bravery  of  a  soldier. 
He  dressed  hin)?elf  that  morning  extremely  neat,  and  ptit- 
ting  five  half-joes  in  his  pocket,  said  that  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  bury  him  with  decency.  In  him,  1  have  lost  a 
valuable  and  much  esteemed  friend. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  ATTEMPT  ON  QVECECK. 

[From  Ihc  New-York  Gazette.] 

As  the  publick  have,  no  doubt,  received  many  contradic- 
tory accounts  rehitive  to  the  unlbrtunate  attempt  against 
Q^iiebeck  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  and  having  great 
reason  to  think  no  just  one  lias  yet  been  published,  1  have 
(in  justice  to  the  characters  of  many,  whose  names,  perhaps, 
have  not  been  mentioned,  or,  if  mentioned,  not  with  the  re- 
spect they  deserve)  sent  you  for  publication  the  following 
sketch  of  that  morning's  transaction  ;  assuring  you,  at  the 
same  time,  that  1  am  entirely  divested  of  prejudice ;  that  I 
was  but  transiently  acquainted  with  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  detachment  previous  to  the  attack,  and,  consequently, 
can  have  no  interest  in  suppressing  or  exaggerating  any 
circumstances,  to  the  injury  of  any  one  of  them ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  not  a  circumstance  related,  respecting  the 
assault,  but  what  I  was  either  an  eye-witness  to,  by  being  in 
the  front,  or  had  from  those  whose  characters  as  gentlemen, 
and  conduct  as  brave  soldiers,  entitles  them  to  the  greatest 
credibility.  Those  officers  and  gentlemen  whose  names  are 
mentioned,  eminently  distinguished  themselves;  their  ene- 
mies do  them  the  justice  to  acknowledge  it;  and  I  hope 
their  country  will  amply  reward  them. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  detachment  being 
assembled  in  iS'^  Roque's,  (together  with  Captain  Lamb, 
and  part  of  his  company  of  Artillery,  with  a  field-piece, 
mounted  on  a  particular  carnage,  for  the  conveniency  for 
carrying  it  through  the  snow,  though  its  inefficacy  was 
soon  experienced)  Captain  Elcazer  Oswald,  with  a  party 
of  twenty-five  men,  was  detached  to  attack  the  enemy's 
advanced  works  at  the  Saut  au  Matelol,  on  the  entrance 
into  the  lower  town,  on  St.  Charles's  side,  the  main  body 
being  then  in  motion  to  follow,  but  by  the  time  they  came 
opposite  Falace-Gate,  the  garrison  had  taken  the  alarm, 
and,  being  apprized  of  the  design,  began  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  walls,  by  which  they  had  to  pass  a  full  quarter  of  a 
mile  ere  they  came  to  the  first  place  of  action  ;  which,  with 
the  obstruction  occasioned  by  the  field-piece,  threw  the 
divisions  commanded  by  Majors  Bigelow  and  Meigs  into 
such  confusion,  that  they  lost  the  right  path.  However, 
the  advanced  party  soon  reached  the  barrier,  and  began 
the  attack,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  Colonel  Arnold 
himself,  and  supported  by  Captain  Daniel  Morgan  with 
his  company  of  Riflemen,  wiio  were  in  front  of  the  main 
body. 

In  thisonset,  unfortunately— unfortunately,  indeed — Col. 
Arnold  received  his  wound,  and  was  carried  off;  but,  not- 
withstanding, Captain  Morgan  and  the  first  party  obtained 
possession  of  the  battery  of  four  guns,  took  great  part  of 
the  guard,  and  a  number  of  inhabitants,  who  surrendered 
prisoners.  In  this  situation  they  were  obliged  to  remain 
(not  being  supported  by  the  main  body,  who  had  not  reco- 
vered from  their  confusion  so  as  to  come  up)  till  joined  by 
Lieutenant  Sietl,  with  part  of  Captain  Smith's  company. 
Captain  Lamb,  with  his  Artillery  company,  (who  were 
obliged  to  quit  the  field-piece,  it  being  impossible  to  bring 
it  forward,)  Captain  Hendricks,  with  part  of  his  company, 
and  several  of  the  musketeers  from  the  different  companies, 
(after  regaining  the  proper  road)  in  all,  about  two  hundred, 
when  they  again  formed,  and  were  again  led  on  by  Captain 
Morgan,  (upon  whom  the  body  then  called  as  their  com- 
manding officer)  to  force  the  second  barrier,  which,  had 
they  effected,  would  have  given  full  possession  of  the  lower 
town  ;  but  the  enemy  having  defeated  the  division  which 
the  iuunortal  hero,  General  Montgomery,  led  to  force  their 
works  in  the  lower  town,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  side,  had 
now  turned  all  their  force  upon  this  detachment ;  yet  the 


dispute  remained  obstinate  for  some  time,  (in  which  an  at- 
tempt to  scale  it  was  twice  made  by  tlie  intrepid  Captain 
Morgan,  whose  uncommon  presence  of  mind,  and  gallant 
behaviour  in  this  critical  situation,  were  truly  conspicuous,) 
and  success  till  now,  seemed  inclined  to  crown  their  brave 
endeavours,  when  they  found  themselves  surrounded  on  all 
quarters ;  a  party  of  near  two  hundred  men,  having  sallied 
out  at  Falace-Gate,  attacked  and  took  prisoners  all  the  rear, 
who  had  not  got  within  the  first  barrier,  and  having  brought 
their  cannon,  which  commanded  the  river  St.  Charles,  to 
rake  the  street,  were  a  second  time  thrown  into  disorder, 
and  obliged  to  take  possession  of  the  houses,  in  which  they 
made  a  resolute  stand  of  full  three  hours ;  but  finding  the 
enemy's  fire  continue,  both  from  their  cannon  and  musketry, 
and  not  more  than  one  in  ten  of  their  own  fire-locks  ser- 
viceable, the  others  rendered  useless  by  a  snow  storm  which 
began  in  the  night,  and  continued  the  whole  day ;  and  not 
having  the  least  possibility  of  making  a  retreat,  were  at  length 
obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners;  which  in  all  hu- 
man probability  would  not  have  been  their  fate,  had  those 
brave  officers  and  soldiers  who  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  front,  been  properly  sustained  by  those  who  were  in  the 
rear;  but,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  conduct  of  the  garri- 
son, there  was  the  greatest  prospect  of  carrying  the  town. 

In  this  glorious  though  unsuccessful  attempt,  fell,  (be- 
sides those  in  General  Montgomery's  division,)  while  in 
the  utmost  exertion  of  their  duly,  that  excellent  young 
officer.  Captain  William  Hendricks,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  the 
truly  brave  Lieutenant  John  Humphreys,  of  Captain  Alor- 
gan's  company,  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  o{  Connecticut ; 
Captain  Hubbard,  of  the  town  of  Worcester,  \n  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, died  in  a  few  days  after,  of  a  wound  he  leceived 
before  he  reached  the  first  barrier. 

The  spirited  exertions  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  pa- 
triotick  John  Lamb,  the  firmness  of  the  indefatigable  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Lockwood,  (by  whose  vigilance,  both  by  night 
and  day,  with  forty  men,  and  a  twelve-pounder,  in  a  gon- 
dola, eleven  armed  vessels,  with  General  Prescott,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  officers  and  soldiers,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  seamen  were  taken  at  Sorel,)  and  the  undaunted  reso- 
lution sliown  during  the  whole  conflict  by  Captains  Osivald, 
Thayer,  and  Topham;  Lieutenants  William  Heath,  Peter 
O'Brien  Brnen,  (Charles  P  otter  field ,  and  John  M'Guire, 
volunteers,)  all  of  Captain  Morgan's  company;  Stetl,  of 
Smith's ;  Moody,  of  Lamb's ;  Tisdale,  of  Ward's,  and  seve- 
ral other  subalterns,  Sic,  has  not  only  crowned  them  with 
honour  as  soldiers,  but  entitles  them  to  the  applause  of  their 
bleeding  country. 

Adjutant  Febiger,  (a  Danish  gentleman,  who  holds  a 
lieutenancy  in  the  King  of  Denmark's  service,)  behaved 
with  all  the  resolution,  calmness,  and  intrepidity,  peculiar 
to  an  old  veteran  and  an  experienced  officer;  and  has 
given  many  specimens  of  his  great  military  abilities. 

In  justice  to  Mr.  Matthew  Duncan,  a  volunteer  from 
Philadelphia,  who  was  made  a  prisoner  the  day  after, 
owing  purely  to  his  enterprising  spirit,  in  coming  volunta- 
rily to  know  whether  the  detachment  were  in  possession  of 
the  lower  town,  agreeable  to  a  report  then  prevailing  in 
the  camp,  I  do  assure  the  publick,  that  the  enemy  gave 
him  the  character  such  a  young  adventurer  deserves;  and 
that  many  of  them  appeared  surprised  so  young  a  man 
could  be  able  to  maintain  the  justness  of  the  cause  in  which 
he  was  engaged  with  so  much  spirit,  sensibility,  and  firm- 
ness. Indeed,  it  was  frequently  mentioned,  that  his  zeal 
carried  him  so  far  as  to  insult,  in  his  turn,  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers,  as  they  marched  him  to  the  main  guard ; 
meaning  (I  suppose)  his  asking  Colonel  Maclean,  in  a  sar- 
caslical  manner,  if  he  did  not  land  at  }^cw-York,  alluding 
to  a  belief  then  entertained,  that  he  was  there  obliged  to 
give  his  parole  for  his  future  conduct. 

A  Soldier. 

A  List  of  the  Officers  that  were  made  Prisoners  at  the 
attack  upon  the  City  q/"QuEBECK,  on  the  ^\st  of  De- 
CEMEEU,  1775,  who  were  not  exchanged  on  the  XQlh  of 
May,  1776: 

Captain  Daniel  Morgan,  Lieutenant  William  Heath, 
Lieutenant  Peter  O'Brien  Brucn,  slightly  wounded  ;  Vo- 
lunteers, John  McGuire  and  Charles  Potterfield,  of  Fre- 
derick County,  Virginia;  Lieutenant  Archibald  Steel,  of 
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Lancaster,  wounded,  lost  two  6ngers ;  Volunteer  John 
Henry,  iMncaster;  Lieutenant  Francis  Nicholas,  Carlisle; 
Volunteer  Malthetv  Duncan,  PhiUxdelphia,  Pennsylvania; 
Major  John  Ijamb ;  Lieutenant  Andreio  Moody,  New- 
York;  Captain  Oliver  Ilanchet,  Suffield ;  Captain  Samuel 
Lockwood,  Stamford;  Lieutenant  Abijah  Savage,  Mid- 
dletotvn;  Quarterinastei'  Benjamin  Catling,  Welkcrsfield; 
Volunteer  Captain  Eleazer  Oswald,  New-Haven,  Con- 
necticut; Colonel  Christian  Green,  Greenwich;  Captain 
John  Topham,  slightly  wounded,  Nctvjjort ;  Captain  Sa- 
muel fVard,  fVesterley;  Captain  Simeon  Thayer,  Provi- 
dence ;  Lieutenant  James  fVcbb,  Newport ;  Lieutenant 
William  Humphreys,  Providence;  Lieutenant  Edward 
Slocum,  Tiverton;  Silvanus  Shaw,  Newport,  Rhode- 
Island;  Major  Timothy  Bigelow,  Worcester  ;C9.'^\.Mn  Wil- 
liam Goodrich,  Stockbridge ;  Lieutenant  Samuel  Brown, 
Acton;  Lieutenant  John  Cumpston,  Saco;  Lieutenant 
John  Clark,  Hadley;  Lieutenant  James  Tisdale,  wounded 
in  the  shoulder,  recovered,  Medfeld;  Captain  Henry  Dear- 
born, East- Nottingham;  Lieutenant  Nathaniel Hulchings, 
Dunbarton;  Lieutenant  Ammi  Andrews,  Hillsborough  ; 
Lieutenant  Joseph  Thomas,  East-Nottingham ;  Adjutant 
Christian  Febiger,  a  Danish  officer,  and  about  three  hun- 
dred privates. 

ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  WILLIAM  BARTLETT. 

Cambridge,  January  17,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  to  inform  you,  by  command  of  his  Excellen- 
cy, that  Archibald  Templeton,  James  Crawford,  Joseph 
Douglass,  James  Hamilton,  and  John  Mclver,  who  be- 
longed to  the  ship  Concord,  Captain  Laurie,  have  liis  per- 
mission to  go  on  board  our  armed  vessels. 

You  will  please  to  observe,  that  his  Excellency  would 
not  wish  that  too  great  a  number  of  iheni  should  be  in  one 
vessel ;  for,  though  these  men  may  be  well  disposed  to 
serve  us,  it  is  only  right  to  guard  against  accidents. 

I  am,  &c., 


9  GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  GENERAL  GATES. 

Winter-Hill,  January  17,  177G. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  some  gentlemen 
at  Newburyport,  for  some  cannon-shot,  which  beg  you  to 
lay  before  the  General;  and,  if  you  please,  inform  him  that 
there  are  a  great  number  of  those  shot  which  I  sent  from 
New-Hampshire  to  Medford,v/W\ch  have  never  been  call- 
ed for,  or  taken  into  account.  If  it  is  agreeable  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, I  will  spare  a  part  of  those  to  the  gentlemen,  to 
enable  them  to  fix  out  the  privateer  they  are  about;  other- 
wise, shall  not  beg  an  answer  per  bearer,  and  am,  sir,  your 

very  humble  servant,  i         £, 

■'  '  John  oullivan. 

To  General  Gates. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN    TO  THE  GENERAL  COURT  OF  NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Wintor-Hlll,  January  17,  1776. 

I  was  favoured  with  your  letter  respecting  the  affair  of 
Colonel  Stark  and  Colonel  Hobart,  which  I  immediately 
laid  before  the  General.  He  showed  me  your  letter  to 
liim,  with  a  copy  of  Colonel  Hobart's  to  you ;  and  a  trial 
would  immediately  have  taken  place,  but  Colonel  Stark 
was  gone  into  the  country  recruiting.  He  is  now  returned, 
and  a  Court  of  Inquiry  will  sit  upon  him  to-morrow  or  next 
day. 

You  may  depend  that,  notwithstanding  I  esteem  Stark 
as  a  worthy,  good  officer,  I  will  do  every  thing  in  my  pow- 
er to  punish  any  insult  he  may  have  been  guilty  of  offering 
to  the  Colony. 

I  repeatedly  told  Colonel  Hobart,  the  evening  after  the 
affair  ha|>pened,  when  I  found  him  and  Stark  together,  at 
my  house,  on  my  return  from  Head-Quarters,  that  I  would 
confine  Stark  immediately,  if  he  desired  it,  and  even  his 
whole  regiment,  if  necessary;  but  he  chose  to  omit  it. 


immediately  took  the  contents  under  consideration,  and  find 
that  all  the  publick  arms  of  the  Colony  have  been  delivered 
out  to  the  soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  at  our 
garrisons  in  Portsmouth, 

Upon  a  return  lately  made  from  the  several  towns  in  the 
Colony,  we  find  that  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  in- 
habitants capable  of  using  arms  are  furnished  therewith, 
and  many  of  them  such  as  would  not  be  thought  fit  to  be 
trusted  to  in  the  Continental  Army. 

The  scarcity  of  workmen,  as  well  as  steel,  has  hitherto 
prevented  our  having  any  considerable  number  made  in  the 
Colony ;  for  which  reasons,  together  with  the  apparent 
need  of  our  keeping  a  considerable  body  of  troops  to  de- 
fend our  seaport,  brings  us  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
informing  your  Excellency  it  is  not  in  our  power,  at  pre- 
sent, to  supply  any  arms  for  the  purpose  you  mention. 
We  arc  fearful  that  the  detention  of  the  arms  of  the  Mili- 
tia, (now  at  the  camp,)  against  their  consent,  will  create 
such  an  uneasiness  in  their  minds,  that  it  would  hinder  their 
exerting  themselves  if  called  upon  hereafter. 

In  consequence  of  a  former  request  from  your  Excellen- 
cy, we  have  procured  one  hundred  and  forty  blankets, 
which  we  shall  forward  to  the  camp  immediately ;  and  if 
any  more  can  be  obtained,  they  shall  be  sent  along  without 
delay. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  am,  with  great 
esteem  and  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  ser- 

'  Meshech  Weare,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MESHECH  WEARE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Colony  of  New.Hamp»hire,  Ejtctcr,  January  17,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  set- 
ting forth  the  difficulty  of  providing  fire-arms  for  the  Army, 
came  to  hand  yesterday.    The  General  Court,  now  silting, 


EXTRACT  or  A  LETTER  FROM  A  CAPTAIN  OF  AN  ENGLISH 
TRANSPORT  TO  HIS  OWNERS,  IN  LONDON,  DATED  BOSTON, 
JANUARY    17,   1776. 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  of  my  safe  arrival 
here  on  the  1st  instant,  having  had  one  continued  storm  of 
wind  since  my  last  letter  to  you,  dated  at  sea,  November 
6th.  The  sea  continually  washed  over  us,  and  froze  so 
excessively  hard,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  our  masts,  we 
might  have  been  taken  for  an  island  of  ice. 

1  was  told  that  I  might  depend  on  meeting  a  good  many 
cruisers  at  a  distance  from  the  land,  who  would  conduct  us 
safe  into  port ;  but  I  did  not  see  ship  or  vessel  for  three 
weeks  after  I  got  over  St.  George's  Bank,  and  my  orders 
from  the  Admiralty  forbade  me  to  go  into  any  port  without 
first  speaking  with  a  King's  ship,  who  was  to  conduct  me 
into  port,  or  inform  me  of  a  place  of  safety. 

After  being  baffled  about  for  three  weeks,  with  only  six 
men  fit  for  duty,  the  rest  being  frost-bitten,  or  sick  through 
fatigue,  (having,  besides,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  one, 
washed  overboard,)  I  made  for  the  land,  and  got,  as  I 
judged,  from  my  reckoning,  within  three  leagues  of  Boston 
light-house,  when,  it  coming  on  to  blow  a  gale  of  wind, 
and  meeting  neither  cruiser  nor  pilot,  I  was  forced  out  to 
sea  again,  and  continued  in  a  storm,  at  sea,  eight  days 
more.  I  got  in  with  the  land  again,  with  the  wind  at 
north,  and,  though  thick,  snowy  weather,  I  stood  in  boldly, 
and  made  the  light-house,  and  met  one  of  the  King's  schoon- 
ers, and  asked  for  a  pilot,  but  he  could  not  spare  one,  as 
he  was  going  on  a  cruise.  Soon  after,  I  got  to  an  anchor 
in  Nanlasket  Road,  and  found  several  King's  ships,  I  be- 
lieve ten  sail,  in  all.  To  them  I  applied  for  a  pilot;  but 
they  had  none  to  spare,  and  were  so  weakly  manned  that 
they  could  give  me  no  assistance.  They  told  me  there 
were  many  privateers  out,  well  manned  and  armed,  and 
that  they  were  going  to  cruise  for  them  ;  but,  if  they  meet 
with  any  bad  weather,  as  I  have  done,  they  are  so  badly 
manned  they  will  make  no  hand  of  it. 

At  last  I  got  a  pilot  from  Boston,  who  tells  me  that  a 
ship  with  ordnance  stores  is  taken  by  the  Rebels,  and  that, 
likewise,  several  coal  and  porter  ships  are  taken,  which  I 
find,  now,  to  be  likely,  for  there  are  only  eight  sail,  of  the 
forty,  arrived  yet,  and  they  had  no  force  to  resist. 

They  have  not  begun  to  unload  us  yet.  We  have  split 
several  of  our  sails,  and  the  rest  are  much  the  worse  for 
wear.  All  our  running  rigging  is  bad  ;  our  ropes  cracked 
like  glass,  and  we  broke  our  maintopmast  backstay;  and 
all  our  rigging  is  much  damaged. 

I  can  see  the  Rebels'  camp  very  plain,  whose  colours,  a 
little  while  ago,  were  entirely  red ;  but,  on  the  receipt  of 
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the  King's  speech,  (which  ihey  burnt,)  they  have  hoisted 
the  Union  Flag,  which  is  here  supposed  to  intimate  the 
union  of  the  Provinces. 

About  a  week  ago,  the  Rebels  made  an  excursion  into 
Charlestown,  and  burnt  down  some  few  bouses  that  were 
left  standing,  and  carried  off  a  sergeant  and  four  men  pri- 
soners ;  but,  at  present,  all  is  quiet. 

You  had  belter,  if  any  of  your  ships  should  come  out, 
get  higher  freight,  for  the  loss,  in  wear,  is  greater  than  1 


expected,  and  no  supply  can  be  had.  If  you  send  some 
naval  stores,  they  will  sell  well.  There  are  a  great  many 
privateers  out,  and  more  will  be  soon  ready ;  but  I  sup- 
pose the  ships,  after  this,  will  come  with  convoy. 
I  am,  &,c. 
P.  S.  1  brought  but  fourteen  hogs  alive ;  and  another 
ship,  that  had  one  hundred  and  thirty  sheep,  brought  in 
6ve,  and  all  as  thin  as  you  could  expect,  and,  as  the  sailors 
say,  only  fit  for  lanterns. 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 

At  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  chosen  by  the  several 
Counties  of  the  Province  of  Mart/land,  at  the  City  of  An- 
napolis, on  Thurtday,  the  7th  of  December,  1775. 

Present : 
For  St.  Mary's  County:  John  Allen  Thomas,  Richard 

Barnes. 
Charles  County  :    fVilliam   Smallwood,  Francis  Ware, 

Josias  Hawkins,  Thomas  Stone,  Robert  T.  Hooe. 
Calvert   County:  Benjamin  Mackall  4th,  Alexander 

Somerville,  Edward  Gannt,  Patrick  Sim  Smith,  fVil- 
liam Allein. 
Prince  George's  County:  Joseph  Sim,   Thomas  Con- 
tee,  John  Rogers. 
Anne  Arundel   County  :    Charles    Carroll,   Barrister, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jud.,  Samuel  Chase,  Charles  Carroll, 

of  Carrollton. 
Frederick  County,  Middle  District  :  Charles  Beatty, 

Baker  Johnson. 
Lower  District  :  Henry  Griffith. 

Baltimore  County:  Robert  Alexander,  Benjamin  Ni- 
cholson, John  Moale,  fValter  Tolley,  Jun.,  Jeremiah  T. 

Chase. 
Harford  County  :  John  Love,  Richard  Dallam. 
Cecil  County:  John  Veazy,  Jun.,  Joseph  Gilpin,  John 

D.  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Ramsay,  Patrick  Ewing. 
Kent  County:  Peregrine    Letherbury,  Etiiff^  Sudler, 

fVilliam  Sluby. 
Queen  Anne's  County  :   Turbutt  Wright,  James  Tilgh- 

man. 
Talbot  County  :  Matthew  Tilghman,  Nicholas  Thomas. 
Caroline  County  :  Joshua  Clark,  Richard  Mason. 
Somerset  County:   George  Dashiell,  Gustavus  Scott. 
Worcester  County:    Samuel  Handy,  Smith  Bishop, 

Joseph  Dashiell. 

The  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  was  unani- 
mously chosen  PresideDt,and  Mr.  Gabriel  Duvall,  appoint- 
ed Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  Gabriel  Duvall  qualify  himself  as  Clerk, 
by  taking  oath  that  he  will  faithfully,  diligently,  and  hon- 
estly, discharge  the  office  of  Clerk  to  this  Convention,  and 
that  he  will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof. 

The  Convention  appointed  Mr.  Allen  Quynn  Messen- 
ger to  attend  this  Convention,  and  ordered  that  he  qualify 
himself  as  such,  by  taking  the  oath  of  office  and  secrecy, 
as  above  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Convention  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Reynolds  Door- 
keeper, and  ordered  that  he  qualify  himself  as  such,  by 
taking  the  oath  of  office  and  secrecy,  as  above  directed  to 
be  taken  by  the  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  write  to  the  several  absent 
Members,  and  require  their  immediate  attendance  here. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock. 

Fridaj,  December  8,  1775. 

Convention  met.   All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Richard 
T.  Earle,  a  Member  for  Queen  Anne's  County,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Certificates  of  the  qualification  of  the  Clerk,  Messenger, 
and  Doorkeeper,  were  produced  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Hanson,  Jun.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Frederick  County,  was  read,  together  with 
several  Papers  therein  enclosed,  relating  lo  Allen  Cameron, 
John  Smith,  and  John  Connolly,  now  in  custody,  by  order 
of  the  said  Committee. 


On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  Pounds,  currency,  be  appropriated  for  building  a 
strong  Log  Jail,  in  Fredericktown,  in  Frederick  County, 
at  least  thirty  feet  long,  and  twenty  in  breadth,  lined  with 
two  inch  plank  on  end,  of  two  stories,  with  split  logs,  and 
plank  floors,  the  upper  story  to  be  divided  into  three  rooms, 
with  a  stove  in  each  room.  And  that  a  small  house  be 
built  for  the  Keeper,  and  occasionally  for  a  Guard,  enclos- 
ing the  door  of  the  said  Jail. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
the  said  sum  of  money,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  James  John- 
son and  Thomas  Beatty,  or  their  order,  that  the  same,  or 
such  part  thereof,  as  shall  be  necessary,  be  laid  out  by  them 
in  building  the  said  Jail. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  be  directed  to  hire  an 
Express  to  despatch  Letters  to  the  several  absent  Mem- 
bers. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  uine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  December  9,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  several  Claims  upon  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  Convention;  and  Mr.  Contee,  Mr. 
Sim,  Mr.  Earle,  Mr.  Hooe,  Mr.  Moale,  and  Mr.  Tolley, 
were  elected  by  ballot  to  be  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  they,  or  any  four  of  them,  have  power 
to  act. 

Resolved,  That  llie  several  returns  of  subscriptions  for 
Arms  and  Ammunition,  within  this  Province,  be  referred 
to  the  said  Committee. 

Mr.  Peter  Waters,  a  Member  for  Somerset  County,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  taking  into  their  consideration,  that  this 
Province,  by  means  of  the  necessary  attendance  of  some 
of  its  Deputies  now  in  Convention,  is  at  present  unrepre- 
sented in  Congress,  directed  the  President  to  know  of  Mr. 
John  Hall,  whether  it  was  convenient  for  him  to  attend  in 
Congress ;  and  Mr.  Hall  having  signified  that  it  was  very 
inconvenient  to  him  at  this  time,  and  that  it  was  his  wish, 
that  some  other  gentleman  might  be  appointed  in  his  stead, 
and  it  being  represented  that  Mr.  Robert  Goldsborough, 
through  long  indisposition,  is  at  present  unable  to  attend 
that  service,  it  is,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  present  critical  and  dangerous 
situation  of  the  United  Colonies,  it  is  highly  necessary  that 
three  Deputies  from  this  Province  do  immediately  attend 
in  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia ;  and  that  for  this 
purpose,  two  gentlemen  be  now  appointed,  and  added  to 
the  number  of  Deputies  already  chosen  ;  and  Robert  Al- 
exander and  John  Rogers,  Esq.,  were  elected  by  ballot. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Alexander  and  John  Rogers, 
Esquires,  together  with  those  already  chosen,  be  Deputies 
to  represent  this  Province  in  the  Continental  Congress ; 
and  that  the  said  Deputies,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
have  full  and  ample  power  to  consent  and  agree  to  all 
measures  which  such  Congress  shall  deem  necessary  and 
effectual  to  obtain  a  redress  of  American  grievances,  and 
be  authorized  to  represent  and  act  for  this  Province  in  any 
Continental  Congress  which  may  be  held  before  the  25lh 
day  of  March  next. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 
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Past  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  John  Ennals 
and  Mr.  James  Murray,  Members  for  Dorchester  County, 
Mr.  WilUam  Adams  and  Mr.  John  Adams,  Members  for 
Somerset  County,  and  Mr.  Aquila  Hall,  a  Member  for 
Harford  County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Deputies  from  this  Pro- 
vince to  the  Continental  Congress,  be  each  allowed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  Pounds,  common  money,  per  week,  during 
ibeir  attendance  in  Congress. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  half  after  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  December  11,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  James  Tilghman,  Mr.  Mackall,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sim,  Mr.  Contee,  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Gilpin,  and  Mr. 
Mo  ale. 

The  Proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read.  Mr.  Pollard 
Edmonson  and  Mr.  James  Lloyd  Chambcrlaine,  Members 
for  Talbot  County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the 
House. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Talbot  County,  relative  to  Mr.  Francis  Baker,  a  Member 
returned  for  the  said  County,  together  with  several  Resolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  were  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Parliamentary  Post  be 
not  permitted  or  suffered  to  travel  in  or  pass  through  this 
Province,  with  any  Mail,  Packages,  or  Letters ;  and  the 
several  Committees  of  Observation  are  requested  and  di- 
rected to  see  this  Resolution  strictly  observed  and  exe- 
cuted. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  the 
Maryland  Gazette. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  this  Con- 
vention consider  himself  under  the  ties  of  virtue,  honour, 
and  love  of  his  country,  not  to  divulge,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, any  matter  or  thing  agitated  or  debated  in  Conven- 
tion, during  the  time  of  debate,  or  before  the  same  shall  be 
determined,  which  the  mover  thereof  shall  openly  request 
to  be  kept  secret,  without  the  leave  of  the  Convention,  or 
a  majority  thereof,  or  any  matter  or  thing  which  a  majority 
of  the  Convention  shall  order  to  be  kept  secret;  and  that 
every  person  who  shall  violate  this  agreement,  shall  be  ex- 
pelled this  Convention,  and  considered  as  an  enemy  to 
America,  and  liable  to  be  treated  as  such ;  and  that  every 
Member  signify  his  consent  hereto  by  signing  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee  of  Talbot  County,  on  the  case 
of  Mr.  Francis  Baker,  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  Continental  Association,  and  who  had  been  since 
elected  a  Member  for  Talbot  County.  The  said  Francis 
Baker  appeared,  acknowledged  his  offence,  and  expressed 
great  contrition  and  sorrow  for  the  same,  and  prayed  a  re- 
mission of  the  penalty  annexed  by  the  Congress  to  his 
crime,  that  he  might  not  be  declared  an  enemy  to  Ame- 
rica, but  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  a  member  of 
this  community,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  this  Con- 
vention may  think  proper  to  impose;  and  promised  a  strict 
compliance  with  all  Continental  and  Provincial  Resolu- 
tions; whereupon,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  the  said  Francis  Baker  be 
vacated,  and  that  the  Electors  of  Talbot  County  elect 
another  person  as  a  Member  and  Committee-man  for  that 
County,  in  the  room  and  place  of  the  said  Francis  Baker, 
the  Committee  giving  ten  days'  notice  of  the  election,  ex- 
cluding the  days  of  notice  and  election,  and  any  three  of 
their  Member  to  be  judges  tliereof :  That  the  said  Baker 
not  offering  himself  for  any  office  of  trust,  his  offence  be 
not  published,  nor  any  further  proceedings  had  against  him. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolve  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Talbot  County. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on 


Thursday  next,   take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Province. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  relating  to  Mr.  Isaac  Atkinson,  were 
read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Convention  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  12,  1775. 

The  Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yes- 
terday. The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr. 
Contee,  Mr.  James  Tilghman,  Mr.  Mackall,  Mr.  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Gilpin,  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Talbot  County,  be  requested  immediately  to  send 
Isaac  Atkinson,  under  a  guard  of  four  of  the  Militia  of  that 
County,  to  this  Convention  ;  and  that  the  Sheriff  of  Talbot 
County  deliver  the  said  Atkinson  to  such  guard. 

Ordered,  That  the  accounts  of  Expenses  attending  the 
prosecution  of  Isaac  Atkinson,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  the  several  claims  upon  the  Trea- 
sury. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Kent  County,  re- 
lative to  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  Reverend  John 
Patterson  were  read,  and  are  as  follow: 

"  At  a  meeting  of  a  special  Committee  held  for  Kent 
County,  on  the  16ih  day  o(  August,  Anno  Domini  1775, 
present,  Thomas  Smyth,  Chairman,  and  thirteen  Mem- 
bers. 

"  This  Committee  being  informed  that  the  Reverend  Mr. 
John  Patterson,  oi  Kent  County,  had  some  time  past  pub- 
lickly  spoken  words  which  reflected  upon  the  Convention  ; 
upon  which  the  matter  was  considered,  and 

"  Resolved,  That  summons  issue  to  the  said  Patterson, 
for  him  to  appear  before  the  next  Committee  to  be  held 
for  the  County  aforesaid,  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant;  to 
which  time  this  Committee  is  adjourned." 

"Monday,  the  21st  day  of  August,  the  Committee  met 
according  to  adjournment,  present,  thirty-one  Members. 

"The  Reverend  John  Patterson  appeared  in  conse- 
quence of  the  summons  issued  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
being  interrogated  with  regard  to  the  disrespectful  words 
which  it  was  alleged  he  had  spoken  against  the  Conven- 
tion, confessed  that  he  had  reflected  on  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Convention,  as  well  that  held  in  December  last,  as  the 
one  held  in  July  last ;  that  the  first  had  undertaken  to  pre- 
clude persons  who  were  not  members  of  the  Committee, 
from  judging  of  the  propriety  of  their  proceedings ;  that  he 
conceived  the  said  Convention  had  entered  into  that  reso- 
lution to  cover  a  duplicity  of  conduct  of  the  Continental 
Congress ;  that  it  was  depriving  men  of  their  liberty,  and 
that  he  considered  himself  brought  as  a  criminal,  to  receive 
a  mock  trial ;  that  the  multitude  were  deluded ;  that  he 
did  not  see  why  he  should  not  judge  upon  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Convention,  it  was  a  liberty  the  people  of  New-York 
had  taken  ;  upon  being  asked  who,  in  New- York,  he  an- 
swered, Doctor  Cooper  and  Doctor  Chandler,  and  said  that 
he  should  think  it  a  higher  honour  to  be  ranked  with  those 
gentlemen,  than  to  have  the  approbation  of  this  Committee, 
or  even  the  Convention  ;  that  the  last  Convention  had  treat- 
ed James  Chrystic  in  a  tyrannical,  cruel,  and  oppressive 
manner,  and  that  there  was  more  liberty  in  Turkey  than  in 
this  Province ;  that  the  Convention  had  forbid  him  from 
passing  any  censure  on  the  Congress ;  that  he  had  not  done 
it  since,  and  that  if  the  Committee  should  forbid  him  from 
passing  any  censure  on  the  Convention,  he  would  not,  but 
should  then  confine  himself  to  censures  on  the  Commit- 
tee. 

"  Upon  which,  it  was  unanimously  voted.  That  the  whole 
proceedings  against  said  Patterson  be  transmitted  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  this  Province,  for  them  to  take  order 
therein. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

"  W.  Hall,  Clerk  Committee." 

Whereupon,  it  is  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Kent  County  be  requested  immediately  to 
take  into  custody  the  Reverend  John  Patterson,  and  send 
him  under  a  guard  of  four  of  the  Militia  to  this  Conven- 
tion. 
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On  moiion,  That  Mr.  Rohtrt  Buchanan,  elected  a  Dele- 
gate for  Kent  County,  attend  his  duly  in  Coiivenlion,  on 
Monday  next,  the  18ih  of  this  present  month,  and  that 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  that  County  procure  a 
copy  of  this  order  to  be  served  on  Mr.  Buchinian  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  put,  whether 
the  above  question  be  now  put  ?     Carried  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
to  iSamitf/CAaie,  or  his  order,  forty  Pounds,  common  money, 
to  be  accounted  for. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  no  Boat  or  other  Vessel 
belonging  to  this  Province,  go  out  of  this  Province  with- 
out license  in  writing  from  this  Convention,  the  Council  of 
Safety  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  or  from  some  Committee 
of  Observation,  and  that  the  particular  place  such  Boat  or 
Vessel  shall  be  designed  to  go  to,  shall  be  expressed  in  all 
licenses  granted  by  the  Conmiittees  of  Observation.  And 
if  any  such  Boat  or  Vessel  shall  be  navigated  beyond  the 
limits  of  this  Province  without  such  license,  or  if,  after 
having  obtained  such  license,  the  skipper  thereof  shall, 
without  absolute  and  inevitable  necessity,  go  to,  or  touch 
at,  any  place  out  of  this  Province,  other  than  that  men- 
tioned in  such  license,  or  shall  carry  any  person,  or  letter, 
of  which  he  shall  not  give  previous  notice  to  such  Com- 
mittee, or  shall  bring  back  any  person,  or  letter,  of  which 
he  shall  not  give  notice  to  some  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion, as  soon  as  may  be  after  his  return,  such  skipper,  and 
■all  other  persons  accessary  to  such  misbehaviour,  may  be 
punished  by  imprisonment ;  but  it  is  understood  that  this 
Kesolulion  is  not  to  prohibit  the  crossing  Fotomack, 
•although  the  Boats  or  Vessels  employed  or  used  therefor 
should  go  up  the  creeks  or  arms  of  Potomack  River 
making  into  Virginia,  or  to  prohibit  passing  or  repassing 
at  the  Ferry  on  Potomack  River. 

On  motion,  iteso/rerf.  That  no  Member  of  this  Conven- 
tion depart  the  House  without  leave  thereof. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  Robert  Tyler, 
a  Member  from  Prince  George's  County,  and  Mr.  Jere- 
miah Jordan,  a  Member  from  St.  Mary's  County,  appear- 
ed and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

A  Petition  from  the  frontier  Inhabitants  of  Frederick 
County,  and  a  Memorial  from  the  Magistrates  of  said 
County,  were  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  Memorial  from 
Frederick  County  Court,  and  the  Petition  of  the  frontier 
Inhabitants  of  said  County,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Convention  ;  and  Mr.  Smallwood,  Mr.  Jeremiah  T.  Chase, 
tAr.  John  Allen  Thomas,  Mr.  Chamherlaine,  and  Mr.  James 
Tilghman,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Sim  appeared  in  the  House. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  13,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Alexander.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday 
were  read. 

Mr.  John  Stidl,  a  Member  for  the  Upper  District  of 
Frederick  County,  and  Mr.  Henry  Hooper,  a  Member 
for  Dorchester  County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in 
the  House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  devise  the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  the  manu- 
facture of  Saltpetre ;  and  Mr.  Carroll  o(  Carrollton,  Mr. 
Thomas  Johnson,  Mr.  Bishop,  Mr.  Ramsey,  and  Mr.  Gil- 
pin, were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  So- 
merset County,  to  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Council 
of  Safety,  dated  2lst  November,  1775,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  doth  approve  the  con- 
duct of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Somerset  Coun- 


ty in  raising  the  Company  of  Men  mentioned  in  the  said 
Letter. 

Resolved,  That  this  Province  will  discharge  the  Pay, 
according  to  the  rates  allowed  by  the  last  Convention  to 
Militia  in  actual  service,  of  the  said  Company,  and  also 
the  reasonable  expenses  of  subsistence  from  the  time  of 
their  entering  into  actual  service,  till  the  further  order  oi 
(his  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Company  of  Men  be  subject 
to  the  orders  of  the  said  Committee,  who  shall  provide  for 
their  pay  and  subsistence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  pay 
to  the  said  Committee  six  hundred  Dollars  on  account, 
and  that  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  be  ex- 
pended by  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolutions  to  the  Committee  of  Somerset 
County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  examine  the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurers  of  the 
Eastern  and  fVestern  Shores,  and  report  the  state  of  the 
same. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  and  report  the  Returns  by  the  Committees  of 
Observation,  of  persons  in  the  several  Counties  of  this 
Province,  who  have  subscribed,  or  refused  or  neglected  to 
subscribe,  the  Association  directed  by  the  last  Convention  ; 
and  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Chamherlaine,  and  Mr.  Tolley,  were 
elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  the  Returns  by  the  Committees  of  Observation 
of  the  Companies  of  Artillery,  Minute  and  Militia-Men, 
enrolled  or  formed  into  Battalions,  and  of  the  persons  who 
have  not  enrolled  themselves  either  as  Minute,  or  Artillery- 
Men,  or  in  the  Militia,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
last  Convention  ;  and  Mr.  Mackall,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and 
Mr.  James  Tilghman,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee 
for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  the  quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  belong- 
w<r  to  this  Province,  and  the  state  and  condition  of  such 
Arms  and  Ammunition  and  Mr.  Ware,  Mr.  Bcatty,  and 
Mr.  Hooper,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Association  Papers  be  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  Kent  Island,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Freemen  of 
that  Island,  and  that  the  Delegates  of  Queen  Anne's 
County  transmit  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  William  En-' 
nails,  a  Member  for  Dorchester  County,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Potter  and  Mr.  Henry  Dickinson,  Members  for  Caroline 
County,  and  Mr.  Peter  Chaille  and  Mr.  John  Done,  Mem- 
bers for  Worcester  County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats 
in  the  House.  Mr.  Waters  and  Mr.  Handy  have  leave  of 
absence. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  Cannon  and  Shot  at  Fort  Cumberland,  Oldtown, 
and  Fort  Frederick;  and,  also,  a  number  of  Small  Arms 
at  Isaac  Baker's,  in  Frederick  County,  belonging  to  the 
publick, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  for  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  agree  with  some  person 
or  persons  for  the  carriage  of  such  of  the  said  Cannon  as 
are  fit  for  use,  and  Shot,  to  Baltimore  town,  and  for  the 
collection  of  as  well  the  said  Small  Arms,  as  any  other 
Small  Arms  in  Frederick  County,  belonging  to  the  pub- 
lick,  and  conveying  them  to  Fredericktown,  to  be  there 
repaired  and  put  in  order. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  December  14,  1775. 
Convention  met.   All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Waters  and  Mr.  Handy.    The  Proceedings  of 
yesterday  were  read. 
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A  Memorial  from  Alexander  McFadon,  of  Frederick 
County,  was  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Rumset/,  a  Member  for  Harford  County, 
appeared  and  took  liis  seat  in  tiie  House. 

The  Convention  having  received  information,  tiiat  Ezc- 
kiel  Hunter,  of  Caroline  County,  iiad  by  his  conduct  broise 
up  a  Company  of  Mihtia  of  that  County,  and  refused  to 
submit  to,  and  abide  by  the  determination  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee upon  i)is  conduct,  and  iiad  brought  with  him  to  the 
Committee  an  armed  force  to  oppose  the  determination  of 
the  said  Committee, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Caro- 
line County,  be  empowered  immediately  to  take  into  cus- 
tody the  said  Ezekid  Hunter ,  and  examine  into  his  conduct, 
and  either  confine  him  in  the  Jail  of  their  County,  or  send 
him  under  a  sufficient  guard  with  the  charge  against  him, 
to  this  Convention,  or  acquit  and  discharge  him,  as  the 
Committee  shall  tiiink  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Caroline 
County. 

,     Mr.  Mason  has  leave  of  absence. 

;  It  appearing  to  this  Convention  by  sundry  Depositions, 
that  William  liartlelt  Townsend,  of  Worcester  County,  had 
left  this  Province  with  inimical  designs  against  the  same, 
and  thai  the  said  William  Bartlett  Townsend,  had  carried 
sundry  inhabitants  of  this  Province  to  join  Lord  Dunmore, 
who  is  now  carrying  on  hostilities  against  the  Colony  of 
Virginia,  and  has  committed  depredations  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province ;  and 
this  Convention  being  also  informed,  that  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Worcester  County,  had  fixed  a  guard 
upon  the  Estate  of  the  said  William  Bartlett  Townsend, 
as  well  to  save  the  same  from  waste,  as  to  prevent  the  said 
William  Bartlett  Townsend  carrying  the  Negroes  thereon 
to  join  him  with  Lord  Dunmore;  and  application  bavin" 
been  made  by  Bartlett  Townsend,  son  of  the  said  William 
Bartlett  Townsend,  to  take  the  management  of  the  said 
Estate  into  his  possession,  to  secure  the  same  against  waste, 
and  to  prevent  the  Negroes  thereon  being  removed. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Worcester  County  aforesaid,  to  commit 
the  said  Estate  to  the  said  Bartlett  Townsend,  taking  bond 
with  sufficient  security,  for  his  taking  care  of,  managing, 
and  securing  the  said  Estate,  and  every  part  thereof,  first 
Laving  the  same  inventoried  and  appraised,  and  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  same  ;  and  to  take  such  measures  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  prevent  the  Negroes  on  the  said  Estate 
being  carried  out  of  this  Province,  or  removed  to  any  place 
where  they  may  be  liable  to  be  taken  out  of  this  Province, 
and  to  return  and  deliver  up  the  said  Estate,  and  every 
part  tiiereof,  as  soon  as  the  said  William  Bartlett  Tonm- 
send  shall  surrender  himself  to  the  Committee  of  Worcester 
County,  to  take  his  trial  before  the  Convention,  if  sitlin", 
or  the  Council  of  Safety  hereafter  to  be  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Worcester  County. 

Mr.  Robert  Buchanan,  a  Member  for  Kent  County,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  Petition  from  sundry  Inhabitants  o( Baltimore  County, 
relative  to  tiie  election  of  Committee-men  and  Delegates 
for  said  County,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of /STen/  County  were 
read  to  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan  in  his  place,  and  the  said 
Robert  Buchanan  heard  thereon  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan confessed  that  he  had  refused  to  enroll  according 
to  the  Resolution  of  the  last  Convention,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  his  reasons,  fourteen  others  had  also  refused; 
and  declared,  he  having  conceived  himself  not  well  treated 
by  the  said  Committee,  at  the  time  the  said  proceeding 
passed,  was  rather  short  in  his  answers  to  them,  and  did 
not  give  the  Committee  that  satisfaction  respecting  his  con- 


duct, in  the  subject  by  the  said  Proceedings  referred  to,  as 
was  in  his  power,  or  as  he  would  have  done,  had  he  not 
apprehended  himself  ill  treated  by  the  Committee.  Mr. 
Buchanan  then  withdrew,  and  the  Convention  having  con- 
sidered the  said  Proceedings  and  conduct  of  the  said  Robert 
Buchanan, 

Resolved,  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
Kent  County  respecting  Mr.  Buchanan,  are  approved  by 
this  Convention:  And  that  Mr.  President,  from  the  chair, 
signify  to  the  said  Robert  Buchanan,  in  his  place,  that  this 
Convention  censures  the  conduct  of  the  said  Robert  Bu- 
chanan, in  having  refused  to  enroll  in  the  Militia,  on  the 
terms  directed  by  the  last  Convention,  and  in  having  en- 
couraged others  to  imitate  his  example  ;  thereby  setting  up 
his  own  judgment  in  opposition  to  the  determinations  of'lhat 
Convention,  and  that  the  said  Robert  Buchanan  be  in- 
formed by  Mr.  President,  that  he  and  those  who  disap- 
proved the  scheme  adopted  by  the  same  Convention,  for 
regulating  the  Militia,  ought  to  have  applied  to  the  next 
Convention  for  such  alterations  as  they  thought  necessary; 
that  such  applications  would  have  been  duly  considered 
and  attended  to  ;  but  that  the  said  Robert  Buchanan  ought, 
in  the  mean  time,  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  regulations 
agreed  to  in  Convention  by  the  Representative  body  of  the 
Province. 

Ordered,  also.  That  Mr.  President  signify  to  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, that  this  Convention  highly  disapprove  his  con- 
duct and  behaviour  before  the  Committee,  respecting  the 
charge  exhibited  against  him,  which  the  said  Comrnittee 
were  bound  by  their  duty  to  examine  into  and  proceed  on. 

Mr.  Sudler  has  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  o(  Kent  County  deliver 
to  Mr.  Sudler,  out  of  the  publick  Arms  in  their  possession, 
one  hundred  Fire-locks,  forty  Bayonets,  two  hundred 
pounds  of  Powder,  and  all  the  Cutlasses. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Allein  has  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-raorrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  15,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Allein. 

Tbe  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

James  Hollyday,  Esquire,  a  Member  for  Queen  Anne's 
County,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Bond,  a  Member  for  Harford 
County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Upon  reading  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
Anne  Arundel  County  against  Robert  Davis,  he  appeared 
and,  presented,  a  Memorial,  wlilch  was  read  and  considered, 
and,  thereupon,  Mr.  President  was  directed  to  inform  Mr. 
iJaris,  that  it  was  bis  duty  to  attend  the  Committee,  when 
requested,  and  to  subscribe  the  Association  when  offered  to 
him  ;  that  this  Convention  highly  disapproves  bis  inde- 
cent conduct  and  behaviour  to  the  gentlemen  ordered  by 
the  Committee  o(  Anne  Arundel  County  to  compel  his 
attendance  before  them,  but,  in  consideration  of  his  sub- 
mission and  sorrow  for  his  offence,  have  ordered  him  to  be 
discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Davis's  Memorial,  with  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolve,  be  sent  to  the  Committee  o(  Anne 
Arundel  County. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 

Mr.  Josias  Beall,  a  Member  for  Prince  George's,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Bond  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  draw  the  form  of  Commissions  for  the  Officers  of  the 
Militia  of  this  Province. 

And  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mr.  Hollyday,  and  Mr. 
Wright,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Nicholson  has  leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next. 
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Resolved,  That  if  the  assistance  of  the  Militia  of  Somer- 
tet  and  Worcester  Counties,  or  either  of  them,  should  be 
needed  and  requested  by  the  Committee  oi  Accomack  ot 
Northampton  County,  this  Convention  is  desirous  such 
assistance  should  be  given ;  and  this  Province  will  pay  and 
subsist  the  Militia  in  that  service. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  was  read  and  considered : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  conside- 
ration until  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Saturday,  December  16,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Menibers  present  as  on  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  JSicholson  and  Mr.  Bond.  The  Proceed- 
ings of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Sim  has  leave  of  absence. 

Upon  reading  the  Proposals  of  Jacob  Myer,  of  Frede- 
rick County,  for  building  a  Powder-Mill, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  devising  the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  the  ma- 
nufacture of  Saltpetre. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  was  read  and  considered,  and  after 
some  time  spent  in  debate  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  in  the  afternoon, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to 
consider  the  same. 

Ac^ouraed  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 
Mr.  Gantt  has  leave  of  absence. 

Isaac  Atkinson,  according  to  order,  being  brought  be- 
fore the  Convention  in  custody  of  Captain  William  Hyde, 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Eastern  Shore  branch  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  respecting  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson,  were  read ; 
and  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  President,  thai  the  Conven- 
tion would  hear  any  thing  which  he  had  to  say  in  mitiga- 
tion of  his  offence ;  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson  declared,  he 
never  meant  to  injure  America,  his  native  country,  and 
was  extremely  sorry  for  what  he  had  done ;  that  he  was 
ready  and  willing  to  make  any  concessions  and  atonement 
to  his  country,  which  were.i"  Lis  ^enKer,  Jind  this  Conven- 
tion thought  necessary  ;  that  he  ^  billing  to  give  secu- 
rity for  his  good  behaviour  in  futur-jj^  whereupon,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  President  reprimand  the  said  Isaac 
Atkinson  for  the  offence  of  which  he  stands  condemned  ; 
and  that  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson  be  informed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, that  this  Conven'i'ipn  views  him  as  a  man  guilty  of 
a  crime  of  a  heinous  nature  against  this  country,  which  was 
and  is  entitled  to  his  aid  and  assistance :  but  that  this  Con- 
vention, considering  the  penvtence  and  contrition  of  the  said 
Isaac  Atkinson,  and  that  ^^"..lumerous  family  must  suffer  by 
a  continuance  of  his  i'-'  isonment,  had  thought  proper  to 
mitigate  his  punh'    ,  .  .. 

Resolved.  -'*"*  "'said  Isaac  Atkinson  be  discharged 
from  contil^n  adjourri  having  given  bond  wiih  good  secu- 


rity, payabN 
Pounds,  curft^ ' 
the  payment  cK 
judged  by  the 
ing  and  continin 

Resolved,  Thab 
to  the  Committee 


'resident,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand 

lis  future  good  behaviour;  and  for 

reasonable  expenses  as  shall  be  ad- 

Aition  to  have  been  incurred  in  guard- 

nde. 

thanks  of  this  Convention  are  due 
Somerset  County,  and   to  all  those 


patriotick  and  spirited  friends  of  Worcester  and  Somerset 
Counties,  who  wer^ active  in  arresting  and  securing  the 
said  Isaac  Atkinson,  and  quelling  that  dangerous  spirit 
which  was  discovered  by  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson,  and 
others,  who  joined  in  inimical  designs  against  this  coun- 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson  be  continued  in 
custody,  till  he  give  the  security  above-mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  four  men  of  Captain  Hyde's  Company 
guard  the  said  Isaac  Atkinson. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  info  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  Charles  Carroll,  Esquire,  Barrister,  in  the 
chair. 

After  having  spent  some  time  in  considering  the  state 


of  the  Province,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  Committee,  according  to 
order,  had  taken  under  their  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Province,  but  not  being  able  to  go  through  the  same,  had 
directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  the  said  Committee. 

Convention  adjourns  til!  Monday  morning,  half  after  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  December  18,  1775. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  Satur- 
day, except  Mr.  Gantt,  Mr.  Sim,  and  Mr.  Sudler.     The 
Proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read. 

Mr.  William  Baird,  a  Member  for  the  Upper  District 
of  Frederick  County,  appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  McCobb,  of  Lincoln  Couoiy, 
in  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- Bay,  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Patterson,  according  to  order,  was 
brought  before  the  Convention  in  custody  of  a  guard  of 
four  of  the  Militia  of  Captain /oAnson'i  Company.  The 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Kent  County,  respecting 
the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  said  Rev.  Mr.  Patterson, 
were  read  ;  and  he  was  informed  by  Mr.  President,  that 
the  Convention  would  hear  any  thing  he  had  to  offer  in 
his  defence.  Mr.  Patterson  was  then  heard,  and  ordered 
to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  in  the  afternoon,  at  three 
o'clock. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met,  and  took  Mr.  Pat- 
terson's case  into  consideration,  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Patterson  be  informed  by  the  Pre- 
sident, that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Convention  to  pre- 
clude the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  from  judging  of  their 
Proceedings  with  decency  and  temper ;  but  that  those  who 
apprehend  any  defect  therein,  ought  to  apply  for  such  al- 
terations and  amendments,  as  may  be  thought  proper  and 
necessary ;  and  such  applications  will  always  be  attended 
to  and  duly  considered.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  this  Con- 
vention expects  an  acquiescence  in  such  measures  as  may 
be  thought  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  until, 
the  same  are  reconsidered  by  the  Representative  body  of 
the  people.  That  the  expressions  and  declarations  rnade 
use  of  by  the  said  Mr.  Patterson,  were  highly  indecent 
and  intemperate,  for  which,  and  for  his  disrespectful  con- 
duct to  the  Committee  of  Kent  County,  he  deserves  the 
censure  of  this  Convention.  That  the  President  do  accord- 
ingly censure  Mr.  Patterson  for  the  indecency  and  intem- 
perance of  his  expressions  and  declarations,  reflecting  upon 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Conventions  of  this  Province,  and 
for  his  disrespectful  conduct  to  the  Committee  of  Kent 
County,  and  caution  him  against  such  behaviour  in  future. 

That,  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Patterson's  declaration  and 
resolution,  that  he  will  not  do  any  act  to  oppose  or  impede 
measures  which  have  been  and  are  thought  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  American  liberty,  and  upon  his  ac- 
knowledging, before  this  Convention,  the  impropriety  of  his 
rash  and  imprudent  behaviour  before  the  said  Committee, 
and  paying  the  expenses  incurred  in  bringing  him  to  the 
Convention,  he  be  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  highly  approve  the 
conduct  of  the  Committee  of  Kent  County,  in  calling  to 
account  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patterson,  for  having  spoken  diste- 
spectfully  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conventions  of  this 
Province,  in  terms  which  cannot  be  justified  by  an  indivi- 
dual in  opposition  to  the  Representative  body  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Fre- 
derick County,  immediately  send  in  two  wagons,  under 
the  guard  of  four  of  their  Militia  and  an  Officer,  to  Balti- 
more town,  three  thousand  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  William  Lmx  of  that  town. 

A  l^etter,  from  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House. 
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The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  llie  Province,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  December  19,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yester- 
day.    The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  Petition  of  Abraham  Jarret  and  Robert  Harris, 
Captains  of  Companies  of  Minute-Men  in  Harford  Connty, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  that  the  Proceedings  of  the  Eastern  Shore 
branch  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  together  with  the  Depo- 
sitions therewith  sent,  relative  to  Benjamin  Shockley,  be 
read  ;  the  same  were  read  accordingly.  Thereupon,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Worcester  County  or- 
der Benjamin  Shockley  before  them,  and  reprimand  him, 
and  upon  his  making  proper  concessions,  that  he  be  dis- 
charged. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
stale  of  the  Province,  was  read. 

The  Convention  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to  consider  the  same,  Mr.  Carroll  in  the 
chair. 

After  feme  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  Committee, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Province,  but  not  being  able  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wright  has  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  John  Duckett  was  appointed  Clerk  Assistant  to  the 
Convention. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims 
estimate  and  report  a  proper  allowance  to  a  Guard,  for  the 
security  of  Prisoners  or  Offenders. 

A  Petition,  from  sundry  Inhabitants  of  Harford  County, 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  20,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yester- 
day. Mr.  Sim  and  Mr.  Gantt  appeared  in  the  House. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Petition  from  Baltimore  County,  which  was  referred  on 
Thursday  last  to  this  day,  being  read,  the  same  was  con- 
sidered, and,  thereupon,  it  is 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  Robert  Alexander,  Benja- 
min Nicholso7i,  John  Moale,  Walter  ToUey,  Jun.,  and  Jere- 
miah T.  Chase,  returned  Delegates  for  Baltimore  County, 
are  duly  elected. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Horsey,  of  Anne  Arundel 
County,  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  con- 
sideration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 


Tliursday,  D^'ccmber  21,  1775. 

Members  present  as  on  yester- 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday 


Convention  met.  All 
day,  except  Mr.  Wright. 
vvere  read. 

A  Letter  and  Deposition  of  Thomas  Hammond,  and  the 
Memorial  of  William  H'hctcroft,  were  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason  ai)peared  in  the  House. 

Edward  Davis  was  brought  before  the  Convention  on 
suspicion  of  attempting  to  convey  intelligence  to  Lord 
Dunmore,  and  examined : 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Edtcard  Davis  be  committed 
to  the  custody  of  Mr.  William  Cayten,  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Convention  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Western  Shore  pay  the  said  William  Cayten  for  his  trouble 
and  expense,  during  the  confinement  of  the  said  Davis, 
three  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  common  money,  per  day. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  iSurf/er  appeared 
in  the  House. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Kent  County,  dated 
December  20,  1775,  was  read  the  first  lime,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Done  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fourteen  Shil- 
lings, currency,  per  day,  and  reasonable  itinerant  charges, 
be  allowed  to  each  Member  attending  this  Convention. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read,  the  Convention  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  consider 
of  the  same,  Mr.  Carroll  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  Mr.  Carroll  reported,  that  the  Committee,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state  of 
the  Province,  but  not  being  able  to  go  through  the  same, 
had  directed  him  to  move  (or  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  consider 
of  the  same. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  if  any  Member  of  this  Con- 
vention depart  the  House  without  leave  thereof,  such  Mem- 
ber shall  forfeit  his  allowance  for  attendance. 

Mr.  SomerviUe  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  22,  1775. 
Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  SomerviUe  and  Mr.  Done.     The  Proceedings 
of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Griffith  have  leave  of  absence. 

A  Memorial  from  Baltimore  County  Court,  together 
with  ^veral  Depositions  therewith  sent,  were  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Duckett  being  unable,  through  sickness,  to  at- 
tend as  Clerk  Assistant  to  the  Convention,  Mr.  John  Cal' 
lahan  was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Callahan  qualify  himself  as 
such,  by  taking  the  oath  of  office  and  secrecy,  as  before  di- 
rected to  be  taken  by  the  Clerk. 

Certificate  of  the  qualification  of  the  said  Callahan  was 
produced  and  filed. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  the  most  effectual  method  of  estab- 
lishing a  Gun-Lock  Manufactory,  and  the  expense  thereof; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Johnso7t,  Mr.  Sudler,  and  Mr.  Realty, 
were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hawkins  has  leave  of  absence. 
Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Saturday,  December  S3,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  Griffith  and  Mr.  Hawkins.  The  Pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Aloalc  has  leave  of 
absence  till  Monday  next.  Mr.  Edmonson  has  leave  of 
absence  for  a  few  days. 

The  Petition  of  Edward  Par/cer,  of  CcciY  County,  rela- 
tive to  the  establishing  of  a  Linen  and  Woollen  Manufac- 
tory, was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
10  receive  all  Proposals  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
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Manufactories  of  any  kind  within  this  Province,  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon  ;  and  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr. 
Rumsey,  Mr.  Jtamsey,  and  Mr.  Earle,  were  elected  by 
ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Deputies  for  this  Pro- 
vince attending  in  Congress,  are  instructed,  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  this  Convention,  that  all  India  Teas  imported 
into  this  Continent  before  the  first  day  of  March  last, 
may  be  sold  and  used  without  any  prejudice  to  the  cause 
of  America,  and  that  they  endeavour  to  procure  the  same 
to  be  permitted  by  the  Congress,  not  taking  into  such  per- 
mission any  Teas  imported  for,  or  on  account  of,  the  Eng- 
lish East-India  Company,  (  r  imported  from  Great  Bri- 
tain contrary  to  the  Continental  Association,  if  any  such 
there  be. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  three  lower 
Counties,  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  .Sussex,  on  Delaware,  pray- 
ing that  Richard  Ellis,  o(  Cecil  County ,  may  be  continued 
their  Captain,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and  grant- 
ed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  what  alterations  and  amendments  are  necessary 
in  the  regulation  of  the  Militia  of  this  Province,  and  re- 
port their  opinion  thereon  ;  and  Mr.  Snallwood ,  Mr.  Ware, 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mr.  James  Tilghman,  and  Mr.  Hoop- 
er, were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Hooe  has  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Tuesday  morning,  half  after  nine 
o'clock.  

Tuesday,  Decemtier  26, 1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Moale,  Mr.  Edmonson,  Mr.  Hooe,  Mr.  Sim, 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Contee,  and  Mr.  Tolley. 

The  Proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  devise  the  best 
ways  and  means  to  promote  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre, 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  December  27,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Contee 
and  Mr.  Moale  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Petition  of  Patrick  Graham,  of  Charles  County, 
praying  a  remission  of  the  judgment  pronounced  against 
him  by  the  last  Convention,  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  take  into  their  considera- 
tion the  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  devise 
the  best  ways  and  means  to  promote  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  a  small  Saltpetre  Work  be  erected  at  a 
principal  Inspecting  House,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  To- 
bacco Houses,  or  in  some  other  puhlick  and  convenient 
]ilace,  in  each  County,  at  the  j)ublick  expense,  for  the 
making  Crude  Nitre  ;  that  thus,  besides  the  advantage  im- 
mediately accruing  from  carrying  on  so  many  Works,  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  Province,  the  good  people  thereof 
may  be  generally  instructed  in  the  art  of  making  Crude 
Nitre  ;  and  as  a  further  inducement  thereto,  and  that  this 
art  may  be  still  more  extensively  diffused  and  practised, 
that  a  liberal  price  ought  to  be  allowed  for  all  Crude  Nitre 


manufactured  in  private  families  ;  that  all  the  Crude  Nitre, 
whether  made  by  individuals  or  at  the  County  Manufacto- 
ries, be  carried  to  one  Refinery,  where  the  same  may  be 
purified  by  a  skilful  Refiner,  in  large  quantities,  without 
waste,  and  made  fit  for  manufacturing  into  Gunpowder. 

That  seventeen  hundred  Pounds,  common  money,  be  ap- 
propriated, one  hundred  pounds  whereof  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  discreet  and  active  person  in  the  Lower  District, 
and  one  hundred  pounds  in  the  hands  of  a  discreet  and  active 
person  in  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  Counly;  and  the 
residue  thereof,  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  other  Coun- 
ty, to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  discreet  and  active  per- 
son in  each  County,  who  shall  be  called  a  Supervisor;  and 
that  so  much  of  the  said  one  hundred  pounds  as  may  be 
necessary,  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  said  Supervisor  in  pur- 
chasing, procuring,  and  setting  up  proper  kettles,  tubs,  and 
other  necessary  utensils  and  conveniences,  for  manufactu- 
ring rough  Nitre,  at  some  such  place  as  aforesaid,  in  his 
County  ;  and,  also,  in  erecting  a  rough  shed  convenient 
thereto,  under  which  the  earth,  from  which  the  ley  shall 
have  been  drawn,  may  be  placed,  that  the  same  may  be- 
come again  impregnated  with  Nitre. 

That  each  of  the  said  Supervisors  he  empowered  to  lay 
out  the  residue  of  his  one  hundred  pounds,  in  hiring  la- 
bourers to  assist  a  skilful  workman,  who  shall  be  employed 
in  each  of  the  said  Works,  and  in  procuring  and  removing 
earth  impregnated  with  Nitre,  fit  to  be  used  at  the  said 
Works. 

That  the  Supervisor  of  each  of  the  said  Works  employ 
a  skilful  workman  to  carry  on,  direct,  and  manage  the  pro- 
cess of  making  Crude  Nitre  at  the  said  Works,  respectively; 
and  that  the  same  Supervisor  pay  to  the  said  workman  one 
shilling,  common  money,  for  each  pound  of  good  Crude 
Nitre  that  he  shall  manufacture  and  deliver  at  the  same 
Works,  as  his  wages  and  reward  for  his  skill  and  labour. 

That  the  said  workman  show  and  explain  to  those  who 
will  attend  the  Work,  and  may  be  desirous  of  instruction, 
the  method  and  process  of  making  Crude  Nitre. 

That  each  Supervisor  pay  to  any  person  who  shall  de- 
liver to  him  good  Crude  Nitre,  manufactured  at  any  place 
within  his  County,  other  than  the  said  Puhlick  Work,  for 
the  use  of  the  puhlick,  after  the  rate  of  two  shillings,  com- 
mon money,  for  every  pound  thereof. 

That  as  soon  as  a  contract  shall  be  made  for  building  a 
Powder  Mill,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  the  late  Con- 
vention, a  Puhlick  Work  be  erected  convenient  thereto, 
under  the  management  of  a  skilful  person,  for  purifying 
Nitre.  And  the  several  Supervisors  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  send  ail  the  Crude  Nitre  which  shall  be  made  at  the 
said  Works,  and  otherwise  come  to  their  hands,  as  afore- 
said, to  the  said  Publick  Refinery. 

That  each  Supervisor  draw  from  the  Treasurer  of  his 
Shore,  as  well  the  said  one  hundred  pounds,  as  the  sum  of 
two  shillings,  common  money,  and  no  more,  per  pound,  for 
all  Crude  Nitre  by  him  sent  to,  and  delivered  at,  the  said 
Refinery. 

That  each  of  the  said  Supervisors  render  an  account  of 
his  transactions  to  every  Convention,  by  the  third  day  of 
every  session  thereof;  and  that,  on  such  account,  he  be 
allowed  all  the  said  disbursements,  the  actual  expenses  of 
sending  the  Crude  Nitre  to  the  Refinery,  and,  for  his  trou- 
ble, the  sum  of  two  pence  for  every  pound  of  rougii  Nitre 
made  at  the  Works  under  his  care,  and  the  sum  of  one 
penny  for  every  other  pound  of  Crude  Nitre  by  him  col- 
lected, as  aforesaid,  and  sent  to  the  said  Refinery ;  and 
that  he  pay  the  balance  of  the  money  in  his  hands  into 
the  publick  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  if  so 
ordered. 

That  it  be  strongly  recommended  to  such  of  the  good 
people  of  this  Province,  whose  circumstances  and  conve- 
niences will  allow  them  to  pursue  the  following  directions, 
to  place  in  open  houses,  or  sheds  admitting  the  air,  but  ex- 
cluding the  rain  and  sun,  the  stalks  and  trashy  leaves  of 
tobacco,  trodden  straw,  the  sweepings  of  stables,  mixed 
with  rich  mould,  collected  from  the  floors  of  barns  and  out- 
houses, and  from  time  to  time  to  sprinkle  with  urine,  brine, 
or  water,  this  collection  of  various  substances,  so  as  to  oc- 
casion the  fermentation  and  speedy  putrefaction  thereof, 
that  the  whole  mass,  when  perfectly  rotten  and  digested, 
may  be  dug,  stirred  up,  and  thoroughly  blended,  and  thus 
left,  without  further  damping,  so  loose  and  light  as  to  at- 


725 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION,  DECEMBER,  1775. 


726 


tract  more  readily,  and   be  more   plentifully  impregnated 
with  Nitre,  for  future  use. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Jordan  was  appointed  Supervisor  for  >SV. 
Mary's  County;  Mr.  Thomas  Semes  for  Charles  County; 
Dr.  Edward  Johnson  for  Calvert  County;  Mr.  Richard 
Richardson  {or  Anne  Arundel  County;  Mr.  Daniel  Clark 
for  Prince  George's  County;  Mr.  Thomas  Richardson  for 
the  Lower  District,  and  Mr.  Charles  Beatly  for  the  Middle 
District  o(  Frederick  County;  Dr.  Charles  F.  Weisenthall 
for  Baltimore  County;  Mr.  Amos  Garrett  for  Harford 
County;  Mr.  Henry  Holtingsworth  for  Ceci/ County;  Dr. 
John  Scott  for  Kent  County;  Mr.  fViltiam  Hemsley  for 
Queen  Anne's  County;  Mr.  James  Benson  for  Talbot 
County;  Mr.  Thomas  Ennals,  B.  W.,  for  Dorchester 
County;  Mr.  Joshua  Clark  for  Caroline  County;  Mr. 
George  Day  Scott  for  Some7-set  County;  and  Mr.  Joshua 
Townsend  for  Worcester  County. 

That  upon  the  death  or  refusal  of  any  Supervisor,  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  the  County  where  such 
death  or  refusal  shall  happen,  arc  required  immediately  to 
nominate  and  appoint  some  other  discreet  and  active  per- 
son in  his  place. 

Mr.  Beatty  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  re- 
port the  most  effectual  method  of  establishing  a  Gun-Lock 
Manufactory,  and  the  expense  thereof,  which  was  read 
the  first  time  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met.  Mr.  Tolley  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

The  Petition  oi  Patrick  Graham,  o[  Charles  County, 
was  read  a  second  time  and  granted. 

Mr.  Johnson  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  the 
form  of  a  Commission  for  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  this 
Province ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  Delegates  of  the  Freemen  o[ Maryland,  in  Conven- 
tion, to :   We,  reposing  especial  trust  and 

confidence  in  your  fidelity,  courage,  good  conduct,  and  at- 
tachment to  the  liberties  of  America,  do,  by  these  presents, 

constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be You  are, 

therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the  trust  re- 
posed in  you,  by  disciplining  all  officers  and  soldiers  under 
your  command  ;  and  we  do,  hereby,  strictly  enjoin  and  re- 
quire them  to  obey  you  as  their And  you 

are  to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  and  directions  as 
you  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  this  or  a  future 
Convention,  or  from  the  Council  of  Safety  o(  Maryland, 
for  the  time  being,  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
established  by  this  or  a  future  Convention.  This  Commis- 
sion to  be  in  force  until  revoked  by  this  or  some  future  Con- 
vention of  the  Delegates  of  the  Freemen  o(  Maryland,  or 
by  the  Council  of  Safety  o(  Maryland,  for  the  time  being, 
according  to  the  powers  and  authorities  in  such  Council  of 
Safety  to  be  hereafter  vested  by  such  Convention. 

Given  ....  tliis  .  .  .  day  of  ...  .  Anno  Domini 
177     . 

By  order  of  the  Convention  : 

Matthew  Tilghman,  President. 

Ordered,  That  twenty-five  hundred  copies  thereof  be 
immediately  printed. 

Mr.  Chamberlaine  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  facts  contained  in  the  Memorial  preferred  by  the 
Justices  of  Frederick  County,  which  was  read  the  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Report  from 
the  (Jommittee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  the  most 
effectual  method  of  establishing  a  Gun-Lock  Manufactory, 
and  the  expense  thereof;  and,  thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  Gun-Lock  Manufactory  be  established 
in  Fredericktown,  in  Frederick  County,  or  in  the  neigii- 
bourhood  thereof.  That  twelve  hundred  Pounds,  common 
money,  be  appropriated  for  erecting  and  carrying  on  the 
said  Manufactory,  and  be  subject  to  be  drawn  out  and  ap- 
plied for  that  purpose  by  three  Commissioners,  who  shall, 
over  and  above,  have  power  to  draw  out  of  the   publick 


Treasury  any  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  for 
every  good  Musket-lock  made  at  the  said  Manufactory,  and 
delivered  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  Convention,  or 
Council  of  Safet)',  in  the  recess  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Beatty,  Mr.  James  John- 
son, and  Mr.  John  Hanson,  Jun.,  or  any  two  of  them,  be 
Commissioners  for  the  above  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  directed  to  purchase  ground,  not  exceeding  one 
half  acre,  in  or  near  Fredericktown,  sufficient  for  erecting 
shops  for  the  said  Manufactory,  which  ground  is  to  be  con- 
veyed to  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  this  Pro- 
vince ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
draw  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Western  Shore  for  the  price 
of  the  said  ground,  in  the  purchase  of  which,  and  in  the 
buildings,  it  is  recommended  to  the  said  Commissioners  to 
be  as  frugal  of  the  publick  money  as  may  be. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  December  28,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day. The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  ^/nt7A 
appeared  in  the  House. 

Mr.  James  Tilghman  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  Pre- 
sident, a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consi- 
der what  alterations  and  amendments  are  necessary  in  the 
regulation  of  the  Militia  of  this  Province,  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  to  be 
appointed  by  this  Convention,  be  empowered  to  advance,  on 
loan  for  two  years,  without  interest,  on  bond  with  good  se- 
curity, any  part  of  the  one  thousand  Pounds  appropriated  by 
the  last  Convention,  for  erecting  and  working  a  Powder  Mill, 
to  such  person,  or  persons,  as  will  undertake,  and  give  good 
security,  for  erecting  and  working  the  same;  such  person 
or  persons  undertaking  that  such  Mill  shall  be  capable  of 
manufacturing  at  least  eight  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpow- 
der per  week,  and  that  the  Saltpetre  which  may  belong  to 
the  publick,  shall  be  there  manufactured  into  Gunpowder, 
for  a  just  and  reasonable  price;  the  same  Powder  Mill  to 
be  erected  within  fourteen,  and  not  less  than  six  miles  from 
Baltimore  town. 

Upon  reading  a  second  time  the  Memorial  and  Deposi- 
tions from  Baltimore  Coimty  Court, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth,  and  report  their 
opinion  thereon ;  and  Mr.  Nicholsoti,  Mr.  Hollyday,  Mr. 
James  Tilghman,  Mr.  Rumsey,  and  Mr.  Thomas  John- 
son,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

Mr.  Chamberlaine  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, a  Report  from  the  Comn)ittee  appointed  to  examine 
and  report  the  returns  of  the  Committees  of  Observation  of 
persons  in  the  several  Counties  of  this  Province,  who  have 
subscribed,  or  refused  or  neglected  to  subscribe,  the  Asso- 
ciation directed  by  the  last  Convention,  which  was  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  December  29,  1775. 
Convention  met.     AH  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day.   The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.   Mr.  Grif- 
fith appeared  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Coniee  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed   to  examine   the 
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several  claims  upon  the  Treasury,  which  was  read  tlie  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 
Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met.  Mr.  Hawldns  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Earh  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  aiipointed  to  receive  all  Pro- 
posals relating  to  the  establishment  of  Manufactories  of  any 
kind  within  this  Province,  wiiich  was  read  the  first  time, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  draught  of  Instructions  for  the  Deputies  repre- 
senting tills  Province  in  Congress  ;  and  Mr.  UoUyday,  Mr. 
Carroll,  Barrister,  Mr.  James  Tilghman,  Mr.  Scott,  and 
Mr.  Ramsey,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Dallam  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  fol'  further  consi- 
deration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  December  30,  1775. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  Dallam.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday 
were  read.  Mr.  C/acfce  has  leave  of  absence.  The  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Council  of  Safety  were  read. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read,  the  Convention  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  the 
same,  Mr.  Carroll  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  tlierein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Corro/Z  reported,  that  the  Committee, 
according  to  order,  had  under  their  consideration  the  state 
of  the  Province,  but,  not  being  able  to  go  through  the  same, 
liad  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
of  the  same. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  1,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  Satur- 
day, except  Mr.  Clarke.  The  Proceedings  of  Saturday 
were  read. 

Mr.  Bond  appeared  in  the  House. 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  Wilfred  Neale,  Gerard  Bond, 
and  James  Eden,  of  St.  Mary's  County,  and  sundry  Depo- 
sitions, relative  to  the  conduct  of  Basil  Patterson,  were 
read ;  and  upon  consideration  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Basil  Patterson,  together  with 
the  said  Letter  and  Depositions,  be  sent  and  delivered  up 
to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  St.  Mary's  County,  that  the 
charge  against  him  may  be  inquired  into  by  a  civil  Magis- 
trate, and  order  taken  therein  according  to  the  due  course 
oflaw. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Short  pay 
to  AtcAo/o5  White,  or  his  order,  out  of  the  bills  of  credit  in 
liis  hands,  fifty-six  Pounds,  six  Shillings  and  a  Penny,  com- 
mon money,  for  repairing  guns,  as  per  account. 

Mr.  Contee  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  the 
following  Report: 

In  obedience  to  the  honourable  Convention,  your  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  estimate  the  expenses  of  bringing  Basil 
Patterson  to  answer,  and  carry  him  back  to  St.  Mary's 
County,  to  some  Magistrate  there,  do  report  as  follows : 
To  James  Brotcn  and   Ignatius  Edwards,    for 
bringing  Basil  Patterson  from  St.  Mary's  to 
Annapolis,  four  days,         -         -         .         -     £4  0  0 
To  ditto,  for  carrying  Basil  Patterson  to  St. 
Mary's  County,  and  delivering  him  to  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  there,  -         -         -         -         10  0 

To  ditto,  for  Patterson's  expenses  to  Antiapo- 


lis  and  back  to  St.  Mary's,  and  when  at  Anna- 
polis, about  seven  days,     -         -         -         -       1)50 

£6  15  0 

Signed  per  order : 

John  Callahan,  Clerk  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  Western  Shore  pay 
to  James  Brotcn  and  Ignatius  Edwards,  for  their  expenses 
in  bringing  Basil  Patterson  from  St.  Mary's  County  to  this 
Convention,  and  carrying  him  back,  out  of  the  bills  of  credit 
in  his  hands,  six  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  common  money. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Province,  being  read,  the  Convention  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  the 
same,  Mr.  Carroll  \n  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Carroll  re|K)rted  from  the  Committee 
the  following  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  this  Province  be  immediately  put  in  the 
best  state  of  defence. 

Resolved,  That  a  sufficient  armed  force  be  immediately 
raised  and  embodied  under  proper  officers,  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
four  men,  with  proper  officers,  be  immediately  raised  in  the 
pay,  and  for  the  defence  of,  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  eight  Companies  of  the  said  troops,  to 
consist  of  sixty-eight  privates  each,  under  proper  officers, 
be  formed  into  a  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  said  troops  be  di- 
vided into  Companies  of  one  hundred  men  each. 

,Resolved,  That  two  Companies  of  the  said  troops,  to 
consist  of  one  hundred  men  each,  be  companies  of  Matros- 
ses,  and  trained  as  such. 

Which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  report  Resolutions  for  Raising,  Clothing,  and  Victual- 
ling, the  Forces  to  be  raised  in  this  Province ;  and  Mr.  T. 
Johnson,  Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister,  Mr.  Rumsey,  and  Mr. 
Ware,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  report  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  Forces  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  ;  and  Mr.  T.  John- 
son, Mr.  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Rumsey,  and 
Mr.  J.  Tilghman,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  S.  Chase  has  leave  of  absence  on  Wednesday  next. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  Sim  and  Mr. 
Somerville  appeared  in  the  House.  Mr.  Letherbury,  Mr. 
Sudler,  and  Mr.  Sluby,  have  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Tuesday,  January  2,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  acceptance  of  any  office 
in  the  Regular  Forces  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  shall 
be  a  disqualification  of  the  officer  accepting  the  same,  from 
and  after  the  making  out  and  acceptance  of  his  commission, 
to  be  a  Delegate  to  serve  in  Convention,  or  to  be  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  or  a  Member  of  any  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation, or  of  any  other  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  Convention,  during  the  continuance  of  his  said  com- 
mission. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  elect  by  ballot  Field-Offi- 
cers for  the  Battalion. 

Mr.  William  Smallwood  was  elected  Colonel,  Mr.  Fran- 
cis Ware,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Thomas  Price,  First 
Major,  Mr.  Mordecai  Gist,  Second  Major. 

They  then  proceeded  to  elect  seven  Captains  for  the 
seven  Independent  Companies;  the  ballots  were  as  follow: 

Rczin  Beall,  -  -  15  John  Allen  Thomas,  -  9 

John  Gunhy,    -  -  -  14  Lemuel  Barrett,      -  -  7 

John  Wutkins,  -  •  11  Edward  Veazy,       -  -  6 

James  Hindman,  -  -  10 
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The  following  persons  were  then  elected  Captains  of  the 
Battalion,  (Light  Infantry.) 

John  H.  Stone,      -     -     15     Peter  Adam,     -     -     -  9 

Wiiliam  Hyde,       -     -     1 1     John  Day  Scott,       -     -  8 

Barton  Lucas,       -     -     10     Samuel  Smith  of  John,  8 

Thomas  Ewitig,     -     -     10     George  Strieker,     -     -  7 
I^iathaniel  Ramsey,     •     10 
Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

The  Petition  of  Thomas  M'Cobb,  of  Lincoln  County,  in 
the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts- U ay,  sexung  forth,  that  in 
consefiuence  of  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Court  of  that 
Colony,  he  had  obtained  a  permit  from  the  Selectmen  and 
Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Georgetown,  in  Lincoln 
County,  in  the  same  Colony,  to  import  Grain  into  the  said 
County,  and  praying  leave  to  load  liis  Vessel,  was  read ; 
and,  thereupon,  it  is. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petitioner  be  allowed  to  load 
his  said  Vessel  in  Somerset  County :  And  it  is. 

Ordered,  That  the  loading  of  the  said  Vessel  be  under 
the  inspection  of  tlie  Committee  of  Observation  for  Somer- 
set County,  who  are  required,  before  the  said  Vessel  shall 
depart,  to  appoint  the  track  for  her  voyage,  and  have  the 
Captain  and  Mate  of  her  sworn  to  perform  the  same,  so  far 
as  they  can,  and  that  they  will  use  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  land  her  cargo  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  in  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts-Bay  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Somerset 
County. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  seven  First  Lieu- 
tenants for  the  Independent  Companies;  the  ballots  were  as 
follow : 

Thomas  Woolford,  -  11  Bennett  Bracco,    -     -  10 

Moses  Chaille,      -  -  11  John  Stewart,  -     -     -  6 

fVilliam  Harrison,  •  10  fi''illiam  Goldsborough,  5 

Uriah  Forrest,      -  -  10 

The  following  persons  were  next  elected  by  ballot  First 
Lieutenants  for  the  Battalion,  (Light  Infantry,)  to  wit: 

Daniel  Bowie,  -  -  1.3  Nathaniel  Ewing,  -  10 

Benjamin  Ford,  -  -  12  Thomas  Harwood,  -  6 

William  Siereti,  -  -  12  James  Campbell,    -  -  6 

Joseph  Butler,  -  -  11  Thomas  Smith,      -  -  5 

Levin  Winder,  -  -  10 

The  persons  following  were  then  elected  by  ballot  Se- 
cond Lieutenants  for  the  Independent  Companies. 
John  Eccleston,  -  -  11  William  Bowie,  -  -  7 
John  Halkerston,  -  -  10  Archibald  Anderson,-  7 
John  Davidson,  -  -  10  Samuel  Turbutt  Wright,  6 
Solomon  Long,      -     -     10 

And  the  following  Second  Lieutenants  for  the  Battalion, 
(Light  Infantry.) 

John  Kidd,      -     -     -  1 1  David  Plunkett,  -  -  9 

John  Beans,     -     -     -  11  Thomas  Goldsmith,  -  8 

Alexander  Roxburgh,  10  Joseph  Ford,  -     -  -  8 

Joseph  Baxter,      -     -  10  James  Ringgold,  -  -  8 

Alexander  Murray,    -  9 

The  following  persons  were  elected  by  ballot  Third  Lieu- 
tenants for  the  Independent  Companies. 

Edward  Hindman,     -     12     Henry  Neale,  -     -     -  10 

Hooper  Hudson,  son  of            Ely  Dorsey,      -     -     -  8 

John,       -     -     -     -     12     Daniel  Jenifer  Adams,  8 

Edward  Dc  Courcy,  -     1 1      Benjamin  Brooks,      -  6 

And  the  following  elected  by  ballot  Ensigns  for  the  Bat- 
talion, (Light  Infantry.) 

Benjamin  Chambers,  -     14      Walker  Muse,       -     -  12 

Henry  Gaither,     -     -      12     John  Jordan,   -     -     -  12 

William  Ridgcly,       -     12     James  Peale,    -     -     .  H 

Edward  Praul,      -     -     12     Bryant  Philpot,    -     -  9 

And  Hatch  Dent,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Wednesday,  January  3,  17V6. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  SlvJjy  and  Mr.  Sudler.     The  Proceedings 


of  yesterday  were  read.     Mr.  Nicholson,  Mt.  Murray,  and 
Mr.  Hall,  have  leave  of  absence. 

An  account  of  the  expenses  for  transporting  Powder 
from  Fredericktown  to  Baltimore  town,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County,  or  their  order,  out  of  the  bills  of  credit 
in  his  hands,  twenty-three  Pounds,  nineteen  Shillings,  com- 
mon money,  being  the  expense  of  transporting  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County. 

On  application  of  Colonel  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  to  this 
Convention,  to  furnish  Colonel  Simpson,  of  Accomack 
County,  with  two  hundred  pounds  of  Gunpowder, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committees  of  Observation  for  Wor- 
cester and  Somerset  Counties  do,  each  of  them,  immedi- 
ately, send  one  hundred  weight  to  Colonel  Simpson. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers. 

Mr.  Gabriel  Duvall  was  elected  by  ballot  Mustermas- 
ter  and  Commissary  of  Stores;  Mr.  Peter  iVianiz,  Quar- 
termaster, Mr.  Charles  Wallace,  Paymaster. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  Captain  of  the  Matrosses,  at 
Baltimore  town ;  Mr.  William  Woolsey,  First  Lieuten- 
ant;  Mr.  Alexander  Furnival,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  Beall  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  Thos.  Wright, 
a  Member  for  Queen  Anne's  County,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House.  Mr.  Handy  and  Mr.  Waters  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  George  Ketpott  was  appointed  Third  Lieutenant 
of  Captain  Smith's  Company  of  Matrosses. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  following 
Report,  to  wit : 

In  obedience  to  a  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Conven- 
tion, the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  all  Proposals 
relating  to  the  establishment  of  Manufactories  of  any  kind 
within  this  Province,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon,  do 
report:  That  the  following  Proposals  and  Petitions  have 
been  laid  before  them,  to  wit : 

The  Petition  of  Mr.  Fielder  Gaunt,  setting  forth  :  Tiiat, 
about  four  months  ago,  he  had  discovered  a  vein  of  Lead 
Ore  in  Frederick  County,  between  Fredericktown  and 
the  Catoctin  Mountain ;  that,  upon  an  examination  of  the 
same,  appearances  were  so  favourable  that  he  hoped  to  bo 
able,  in  a  short  time,  to  supply  this  Province  with  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  Lead  during  our  present  unhappy  dis- 
putes ;  and  prayed  that  two  hundred  pounds  might  be  ad- 
vanced to  him  for  the  term  of  one  year,  without  interest, 
upon  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  at  the  end  of 
that  term  to  repay  the  same.  Your  Committee  further 
report,  that  Mr.  Gaunt  hath,  in  person,  informed  them 
that  he  has,  by  sinking  a  shaft  thirty-eight  feet  in  the  earth 
higher  up  the  hill,  found  another  vein  of  Lead ;  and  that 
both  the  said  veins  run  under  a  large  rock,  where  it  was 
too  expensive,  on  his  own  capital,  to  pursue  the  same ; 
and  that  the  quantities  of  Lead  Ore  taken  out  of  said  veins 
were  not  considerable.  Your  Committee  beg  leave,  fur 
ther,  to  report  thereon  :  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  Manufac- 
tory of  Lead  in  this  Province  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  thepuhlick,  and,  of  course,  merits  the  attention  and 
encouragement  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  the  sum  re- 
quested for  that  purpose  is  not  unreasonable. 

Your  Committee  further  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
Alexander  McFadon,  of  Frederick  County,  by  his  Peti- 
tion, hath  expressed  his  desire  of  erecting  a  Linen,  Wool- 
len, and  Cotton  Manufactory,  in  or  near  Fredericktown; 
that  he  is,  also,  well  acquainted  with  the  business,  and 
would  undertake  to  carry  on  the  same,  with  the  publick 
encouragement  and  assistance,  and  proposed  that  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  four  thousand  pounds,  should  be  advanced 
to  him,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Province,  on  giving 
bond,  with  good  security,  for  the  payment  of  the  mo- 
ney lent,  with  four  per  cent,  interest,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  three  years  from  the  advancement  thereof.  Your 
Committee  further  report:  That  Mr.  McFadon,  \a  person, 
informed  them  that,  although  he  proposed,  by  the  above 
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scheme,  to  carry  on  the  same  so  extensively  as  thereby  to 
inanuracture,  annually,  fifty  thousand  yards,  yet,  if  it  did 
not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  tlie  honourable  the  Con- 
vention, he  was  willing  to  undertake  to  set  up  a  Manufac- 
tory on  having  not  loss  than  one-half  of  the  above  sum 
advanced  to  iiim ;  that  he  proposed  to  begin,  at  first,  with 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  draw  out,  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  stipulated,  in  proportion  as  he  should 
purchase  the  materials  to  manufacture ;  that  he  would  not 
engage  to  deliver  any  certain  quantity  of  Linen  or  Woollen 
Cloth,  unless  he  could  be  assured  of  purchasing  the  rough 
materials,  nor  could  he  agree  for  any  price,  as  he  was  un- 
certain on  what  terms  he  could  purchase  the  same ;  that, 
if  he  could  buy  them,  he  would  furnish  the  Province  with 
any  quantity  within  liis  power,  at  a  reasonable  price,  on 
their  paying  him  for  the  same;  and  that  the  original  sum 
borrowed  would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  carry 
on  the  Manufactory  aforesaid,  entire,  during  the  time  afore- 
said. 

Your  Committee  further  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
Edivard  Parker,  of  Cecil  County,  by  his  Petition,  hath 
set  forth,  that  he  hath  erected  a  house,  provided  himself 
with  all  manner  of  implements  necessary  for  carrying  on  a 
Linen  and  Woollen  Manufactory,  and  had,  also,  engaged 
a  number  of  weavers ;  but  found  it  absolutely  impossible 
to  carry  on  the  same  with  spirit,  and  in  an  extensive  man- 
ner, without  a  considerable  sum  of  ready  cash,  and,  there- 
fore, prayed  that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  out  of 
the  publick  Treasury,  might  be  advanced  to  him,  upon  his 
giving  bond,  with  undoubted  security,  for  the  delivery  of 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds  in  good  strong  merchant- 
able Linen  Cloth,  manufactured  in  this  Province,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  May  next,  aiid  the  value  of  one 
hundred  pounds  in  good  merchantable  Linen  or  Woollen 
Cloth,  manufactured  in  this  Province,  on  the  first  day  of 
J^ovember  next,  of  such  quality  as  he  may  be  directed, 
and  at  such  prices  and  rates  as  this  or  a  future  Convention, 
on  his  producing  the  same,  may  be  pleased  to  allow.  The 
said  Edward  Parker,  in  person,  acquainted  your  Commit- 
tee that  he  kept  five  looms  constantly  employed  in  manu- 
facturing. 

Your  Cominittee  beg  leave  to  report,  thereon,  their 
opinion,  that  the  establishment  of  Linen  and  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactories is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  this  Province, 
as  not  only  a  number  of  poor  people  may  be  employed, 
fed,  and  clothed  thereby,  but  necessary  Cloth  for  the  use 
of  the  Province  be  manufactured  therein ;  and  that,  for 
the  above  purposes  and  other  valuable  ones,  a  Manufac- 
tory for  making  the  above  Cloths  should  be  established  in 
every  County  in  this  Province;  that  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand pounds  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  for  the  above 
purpose,  to  be  distributed  in  manner  and  form  following, 
to  wit :  Five  hundred  pounds  for  Frederick  County,  and 
three  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  the  other  Counties; 
which  sum,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  will  employ 
eighty  looms,  and  the  produce  thereof  amount  to  from 
eighty  to  one  thousand  yards  of  Cloth,  at  a  moderate  cal- 
culation, suitable  for  tents,  hunting  and  soldiers'  shirts,  and 
supplying  the  necessitous  poor;  that  three  gentlemen,  in 
whom  confidence  may  be  placed,  be  appointed  in  each 
County,  and  styled  Contractors  ;  and  that  they,  or  an}'  two 
of  them,  be  empowered  to  draw  the  several  sums  above 
mentioned  out  of  the  Treasuries,  as  occasion  may  require, 
agree  with  such  persons  as  will  undertake  to  carry  on  the 
work,  receive  the  Linen  and  Woollen,  and  take  bond,  with 

sufficient  security,  in  double  the  sum  lent,  payable  to , 

conditioned  for  the  return  of  the  value  of  the  money  lent,  in 
good  coarse  Linen  or  Woollen  Cloth,  in  the  following  man- 
ner, to  wit :  One-third  thereof  by  the  first  of  May  next,  one 
other  third  by  the  first  of  August  next,  and  the  remainder 
by  the  first  of  December  next ;  and  that  the  said  Contrac- 
tors shall  transmit  the  bonds  so  taken  to  the  President  of 
the  Convention,  (should  the  Convention  be  silting,)  or,  if 
in  their  recess,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time  being, 
that,  if  it  should  happen  that  undertakers  could  not  be 
found,  or  should  not  apply  in  any  one  or  more  of  the 
Counties  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  next,  the 
(Contractors  in  any  other  of  the  Counties  may  be  empow- 
ered to  draw  out,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  on  the 
above  terms,  the  proportion,  or  proportions,  allotted  such 
County  or  Counties  as  may  not  apply. 


Your  Committee  further  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  seve- 
ral Proposals  have  been  made  to  them  respecting  a  Sheet- 
ing and  Slitting  Mill  to  be  erected  in  this  Province,  but 
that  they  arc  not  fully  prepared  to  report  on  that  subject. 

Signed  per  order : 

John  Callahan,  Clerk  Committee. 

On  reading  the  first  part  of  the  above  Report,  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  That  the  House  concur  therewith?  Resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  two  hundred  Pounds,  com- 
mon money,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  Fielder  Gaunt,  of  Frederick  County,  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  said  Report,  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
on  his  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  to  repay  the 
same  at  the  end  of  one  year,  without  interest;  the  secu- 
rity to  be  approved  by  the  Convention,  or  Council  of 
Safety  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  and  the  bond  to  be  made 
payable  to  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Carroll,  Barrister,  and  Mr. 
T.  Johnson,  Jun. 

On  reading  that  part  of  the  said  Report  relating  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Linen,  Woollen,  and  Cotton  Manufac- 
tory, by  Mr.  Alexander  McFadon,  the  question  was  put, 
That  the  House  concur  with  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Mcf  at/on? 
Carried  in  the  negative. 

On  reading  the  third  paragrai)h  of  the  said  Report,  in 
which  is  contained  the  proposal  of  Edward  Parker,  of 
Cecil  County,  the  question  was  put.  That  the  House  con- 
cur therewith?  Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
Pounds,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  be  advanced  to  the 
said  Edward  Parker,  upon  his  giving  bond,  with  good 
security,  for  the  delivery  of  the  value  of  two  hundred 
Pounds  in  good,  strong,  merchantable  Linen  Cloth,  manu- 
factured in  this  Province,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May 
next ;  and  the  value  of  one  hundred  Pounds  in  good,  mer- 
chantable Linen  or  Woollen  Cloth,  manufactured  in  this 
Province,  on  the  first  day  of  November  next,  of  such  qua- 
lity as  he  may  be  directed,  and  at  such  prices  and  rates  as 
this  or  a  future  Convention  shall  allow. 

On  reading  that  part  of  the  said  Report  which  relates 
to  the  establishment  of  Linen  and  Woollen  Manufactories 
in  each  County  in  this  Province,  the  question  was  put, 
That  the  House  concur  therewith  ?  The  Counties  were 
equally  divided ;  and,  therefore,  the  House  does  not 
concur. 

Mr.  Mackall  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock.  

Thursday,  January  4,  1776. 
Convention  met.   All  Meinbers  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Letherbury,  Mr.  Beall,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Nichol- 
son, Mr.  Mackall,  and  Mr.  Murray.    The  Proceedings  of 
yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  the  question  was  put.  That  the  Commissions 
for  the  Officers  of  the  Independent  Companies  be  made 
out  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  stand  upon  the 
list  as  balloted  for  ? 

Carried  in  the  negative. 

The  following  list  was  then  offered  as  the  rule  for  making 
out  Commissions  for  the  Officers  of  the  Independent  Com- 
panies, to  wit : 

Charles  and  Calvert  Counties:  Rezin  Beall,  Captain; 
Bennett  Bracco,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Halkerston,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant ;  Daniel  Jenifer  Adams,  Third  Lieuten- 
ant. 

Somerset  County :  John  Gunby,  Captain  ;  Uriah  Forrest, 
First  Lieutenant ;  William  Bowie,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Benjamin  Brooks,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Worcester  County:  John  Walkins,  Captain;  Moses 
Chaille,  First  Lieutenant;  Solomon  Long,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Ely  Dorsey,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Tidbot  County :  James  Hindman,  Captain ;  William 
Goldsborough,  First  Lieutenant ;  Archibald  Anderson, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Edward  Hindman,  Third  Lieuten- 
ant. 

St.  Mary's  County :  John  Allen  Thomas,  Captain  ;  John 
Steward,  First  LieutenarH;  John  Davidson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Henry  Neale,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Dorchester  County :  Lemuel  Barrett,  Captain;  Thomas 
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Woolford,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Eccleston,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Hooper  Hudson,  Tliird  l/ieutenant. 

f^ueen  Anne's  and  Kent  Countus:  Edward  Veazy, 
Captain  ;  ffilliam  Harrison,  First  Lieutenant ;  Sarmiel  T. 
Wright,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Edward  de  Courcy,  Third 
Lieutenant. 

On  motion,  that  the  said  Commissions  be  made  out  ac- 
cording to  the  said  list,  the  question  was  put,  and  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hooe  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Report  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  alterations  and 
amendments  were  necessary  in  the  regulation  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Province ;  and,  thereupon,  came  to  the  following 
Resolutions : 

That  no  Minute-Men  be  hereafter  enrolled  under  the 
Resolutions  of  the  late  Convention.  That  where  Minute 
Companies  are  already  formed,  no  commissions  issue  to  the 
Officers  thereof,  unless  the  Officers  desire  to  have  their 
commissions.  That  no  Minute  Companies  be  continued 
beyond  the  1st  Azy  o(  March  next,  and  that  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  in  each  respective  County  where 
a  Comnany  of  Minute-Men  hath  been  enrolled,  viewed, 
and  allowed  to  pay  and  discharge  the  expense  of  such 
Company  for  the  time  past,  and,  also,  for  the  time  to  come, 
if  such  Company  continues  till  the  1st  day  of  March  next, 
and  that  such  Committee  receive  the  Rolls  of  such  Com- 
panies, and  the  times  of  the  attendance  of  the  men,  proved 
by  the  oath  of  some  one,  at  least,  of  the  Commissioned 
Officers,  return  the  balance  of  the  money,  if  any,  into  the 
publick  Treasury,  and  render  an  account  of  their  transac- 
tions herein  to  the  next  Convention  ;  but  no  person  chosen 
for  a  Commissioned  Officer  in  any  Company  of  Minute- 
Men,  shall  be  compellable  to  serve  in  the  Militia  in  a  lower 
rank  or  station  than  he  was  elected  to  in  the  Minute  Com- 
pany. 

That  all  publick  Arms  in  the  hands  of  the  Minute-Men, 
immediately  after  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  or  as  soon  as 
they  disband,  where  they  disband  sooner,  be  delivered  to 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  their  respective  County, 
to  be  by  the  said  Committee  kept  and  preserved  for  the 
publick  use. 

That  every  able-bodied  effective  Freeman  within  this 
Province,  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years  of  age,  (Cler- 
gymen of  all  denominations,  practising  Physicians,  and  the 
household  of  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  excepted,) 
who  hath  not  already  enrolled  himself  in  the  Militia,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  March  next,  enroll  himself  in 
some  Company  of  Militia,  agreeable  to  the  form  of  the 
enrollment  prescribed  by  the  last  Convention,  and  that 
every  Minute  or  Artillery  Man,  except  Commissioned  Offi- 
cers, shall  in  like  manner  enroll  in  the  Militia,  within  one 
month  next  after  he  shall  cease  to  act  as  a  Minute  or  Ar- 
tillery Man.  And  if  any  able-bodied,  effective  Freeman 
shall  refuse  or  delay  to  enroll  himself  in  the  Militia  as 
aforesaid,  every  such  person  shall  pay  for  the  present  year, 
which  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  15th  day  of  September 
last,  such  sum  of  money,  not  less  than  forty  shillings,  nor 
more  than  ten  pounds,  as  shall  be  assessed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  of  his  County,  for  the  use  of  the 
publick.  And  the  Committee  of  Observation  in  each  re- 
spective County  shall,  by  warrant  under  their  hands, 
appoint  and  empower  any  person  or  persons  they  shall 
judge  proper,  to  collect  and  receive  all  moneys  by  them  so 
assessed,  which  shall  be  paid  within  one  month  after  notice 
of  such  assessment,  and  in  default  thereof,  the  person  or 
persons  so  empowered,  may  distrain  the  goods  and  effects 
of  the  defaulters,  and  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  same 
manner  that  goods  may  be  distrained  and  sold  by  law  for 
County  levies.  And  every  Collector  shall,  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  July  next,  pay  the  money  by  him  collect- 
ed, after  deducting  seven  and  an  half  per  cent,  for  his  com- 
mission, to  the  Treasurer  of  his  Shore,  and  leave  with  the 
same  Treasurer  an  account  containing  the  names  of  those 
from  whom  he  hath  received  the  same,  and  the  sums  from 
them  respectively  collected. 

That  every  person  who  shall  refuse  and  delay  to  enroll 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  March  next, 
deliver  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  his  County, 


all  his  Fire-Arms,  if  he  hath  any,  except  pistols;  and  if 
any  such  person  shall  refuse  or  delay  to  do  the  same,  thea 
such  Committee  shall  empower  some  person,  or  persons,  by 
warrant  under  their  hands,  to  seize  the  said  Fire- Arms,  and 
deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Committee  ;  and  the  said  Com- 
mittees shall  cause  all  the  Arms  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands  to  be  valued,  by  indifferent  and  honest  men,  on  oath, 
and  shall  keep  a  list  of  such  Arms,  to  whom  they  belong, 
and  their  respective  values,  and  may  deliver  out  such  Arm? 
at  their  discretion,  to  the  Captains  of  Militia  in  their  Coun- 
ty, taking  the  Captains' receipts  therefor,  and  the  Ca|)tain3 
being  liable  for  the  redelivery  thereof,  may  deliver  the 
same  to  the  unarmed  men  of  their  Companies;  and  every 
Committee  of  Observation  shall  transmit  an  account  of  all 
assessments  by  them  made,  as  well  as  of  all  Arms  by  them 
received  as  aforesaid,  and  how  they  have  disposed  of  the 
same,  to  every  Convention  ;  but  because  some  persons  who 
do  not  enroll  in  the  Militia  may  be  so  poor  that  they  can- 
not pay  the  said  assessment  of  forty  shillings,  and  their 
omitting  to  enroll  may  not  proceed  from  disaffection  to  the 
cause  of  America,  or  perverseness,  it  is  provided,  that 
where  the  real  and  personal  Estate  of  any  effective  Free- 
man, who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  enroll  himself  in  the 
Militia  as  aforesaid,  shall  not,  in  the  judgment  and  estima- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  his  County,  be  of  the  value  of 
thirty  pounds,  the  same  Committee  may  in  their  discretion 
omit  to  assess  any  sum  of  money  on  such  person,  the  same 
Committee  certifying  to  the  Convention,  or  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, the  name  of  the  person,  and  the  reasons  wherefore  they 
do  not  assess  him. 

That  all  fines  which  have  been  already  set  and  adjudg- 
ed, according  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  last  Convention,  on 
Militia  Officers  or  men,  and  have  not  been  paid,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  so  set  and  adjudged,  shall,  if  the  same 
be  on  a  Field-Officer,  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Quar- 
termaster of  the  Battalion  to  which  he  belongs,  and  if  on 
any  Officer  of  inferior  rank  to  a  Field-Officer,  or  on  a  non- 
commissioned Officer  or  Private,  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
such  persons  as  hath  or  shall  have  been  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  fines  for  the  Company  to  which  such  person 
belongs,  or  if  no  such  Receiver  hath  or  shall  have  been 
appointed,  then  the  same  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  Captain  of  such  Company,  and  on  refusal  to  pay  the 
same  fine,  and  such  refusal  being  certified  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Observation  for  the  County  where  such  person  re- 
sides, the  same  Committee  shall  grant  a  warrant  under 
their  hands,  empowering  any  other  person  or  persons  of 
the  same  County  to  levy  such  fine  by  distress  and  sale  as 
aforesaid,  of  the  party's  goods  and  effects,  but  the  Officers 
who  set  and  adjudged  the  fine  may  commit  the  offender 
to  a  Sergeant  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  late  Con- 
vention, if  they  choose  that  as  the  best  method  to  compel 
payment. 

That  in  cases  where  it  may  greatly  promote  the  ease  of 
the  inhabitants,  a  number  not  less  than  forty,  nor  exceed- 
ing eighty  privates,  may,  with  the  especial  permission  of  the 
Committees  of  Observation,  enroll  in  any  one  Company  of 
Militia,  but  any  of  those  already  enrolled  in  any  Company, 
where  the  privates  do  not  exceed  seventy-four,  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  leave  such  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
rolling in  a  new  one.  That  in  those  Counties  where  only 
part  of  the  Militia  are  appointed  to  join  in  Battalion,  the 
respective  Committees  of  Observation  form  the  other  Com- 
panies into  Battalion,  if  there  are  sufficient  in  number  for 
that  purpose,  and  in  those  Counties  where  there  are  not 
any  Battalions  formed,  that  the  said  Committees  proceed, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  divide  their  Militia  into  Battalions, 
according  to  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Convention. 

That  within  the  general  description  of  able-bodied  effec- 
tive Freemen  of  this  Province,  are  intended  to  be  included, 
overseers,  and  those  who  are  bound  by  contract  made  within 
this  Province,  to  serve  in  any  particular  quality  or  capacity, 
being  able-bodied  effective  men,  between  sixteen  and  fifty 
years  of  age. 

That  a  Brigadier-General,  a  Quartermaster,  and  an  Ad- 
jutant-General, be  appointed  by  the  Convention  over  every 
eight  Battalions,  and  to  include  within  that  command,  all 
Artillery  Companies  and  other  Militia  within  the  District. 

That  the  Counties  ballot  for  the  rank  of  Colonels  and 
Battalions  from  immber  one  to  number  sixteen,  and  so  the 
County  drawing  number  one  to  have  its  Second  Battalion 
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ihe  Seventeenth  of  the  Province,  &c.,  and  all  Field  and 
Commissioned  Officers  to  rank  according  to  their  commis- 
sions, and  as  to  those  wim  bear  the  like  commissions, 
according  to  the  number  of  the  Battalion  to  which  they 
belong. 

That  the  Companies  of  each  Battalion  ballot  from  num- 
ber one  to  number  eight,  and  hold  their  rank  the  first  bat- 
talion day,  according  to  the  numbers  drawn,  the  second 
day,  number  two  to  take  the  place  of  number  one,  and 
number  one  the  place  of  number  eight,  and  so  on,  that 
equals  may  each  in  turn  have  the  most  honourable  place, 
and  every  man  may  be  instructed  to  act  in  any  part  of  a 
Battalion,  as  occasion  may  require. 

That  to  avoid  a  needless  and  insupportable  expense,  no 
person  after  the  10th  day  of  May  next,  wear  any  uniform 
at  exercise,  either  in  single  Companies  or  in  Battalion,  but 
hunting-shirts,  the  Officers  distinguisiiing  themselves  from 
the  Privates  by  different  feathers,  cockades,  or  the  like,  as 
fancy  may  direct. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Friday,  January  5,  177G. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Sluby  ap- 
peared in  the  House.     Mr.  Bishop  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Committees  of 
Observation  purchase  the  whole  of  the  Sulphur  in  their 
respective  Counties,  provided  it  is  to  be  had  at  six  pence 
per  pound,  and  that  they  transmit  the  same,  with  an  account 
thereof,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  Messrs.  fVilliam  Lux  and 
Daniel  Botfly,  o(  Baltimore  town;  and  that  the  Committees 
of  Observation  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of 
their  respective  Shore,  for  as  many  of  the  bills  of  credit  of 
this  Province  as  may  be  wanted ;  as  well  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  as  for  any  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  removing 
the  Sulphur  to  Baltimore  town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  transmit  copies 
of  tiie  above  Resolve  to  the  several  Committees  of  Obser- 
vation for  each  County  in  this  Province. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Counties  in  this 
Province  be  divided  into  the  following  Districts,  to  wit : 
St.  Mary's,  Charles,  Calvert,  and  Prince  George's  Coun- 
ties, into  one  District ;  Anne  Arundel,  Baltimore,  and 
Harford  Counties,  into  another  District ;  Frederick  County 
into  another  District;  Cecil,  K[-"^'^,'2ueen  Anne's  and  Tal- 
bot Counties,  into  another  DistVict ;  Dorchester,  Caroline, 
Somerset,  and  Worcester  Counties,  into  another  District. 

That  to  each  of  the  said  Districts  or  Brigades,  there  be 
one  Brigadier-General,  a  Quartermaster,  and  an  Adjutant. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  — Convention  met.  Mr.  /.  Dashiell  has 
leave  of  absence  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Scott  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a  draft 
of  Instructions  for  the  Deputies  representing  this  Province 
in  Congress,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Convention  adjourned  till  to-morvow  morning,  half  after 
aine  o'clock.  __ 

Saturday,  January  6,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  John  Ree- 
der,  Jun.,  a  Member  (or  St.  Mary's  County,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House.  Mr.  John  Allen  Thomas  has 
leave  of  absence. 

The  Convention  elected  by  ballot  the  following  persons 
Field-Officers  for  the  Militia  :  Mr.  Henry  Hooper,  Briga- 
dier-General of  the  Lower  District  on  the  Eastern  Shore ; 
Mr.  James  Lloyd  Chamherlnine,  of  the  Upper  District; 
Mr.  John  Dent,  of  the  Lower  District  on  the  Western 
Shore ;  Mr.  Andrew  Buchanan,  of  the  Middle  District ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  of  tiie  Upper  District. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Brigadiers-General  rank  in  the 
following  manner,  to  wit:  Bri<;adier-General  Johnson,  1st; 
Brigadier-General  Hooper,  26  ;  Brigadier-General  Dent, 
3d  ;  Brigadier-General  Chamherlaine,  4th  ;  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Buchanan,  5th. 


On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  acceptance  of  a  supe- 
rior office  in  the  Militia  of  this  Province  be  a  vacation  of 
the  inferior  office. 

For  St.  Mary's  County. 

Upper  Battalion  :  Mr.  Jeremiah  Jordan,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
John  Rcidcr,  Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  James  Eden, 
First  Major;  Mr.  John  Hanson  Briscoe,  Second  Major; 
Mr.  James  Mills,  Quartermaster. 

Lower  Battalion  :  Mr.  Richard  Barnes,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
John  Hatton  Reed,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Mr.  Ignatius 
Fenwick,  Jun.,  First  Major ;  Mr.  Samuel  Abell,  Sen., 
Second  Major;  Mr.  Hugh  Hopewell,  Jun.,  Quartermas- 
ter. 

For  Charles  County. 

tapper  Battalion  :  Mr.  William  Harrison,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Samuel  Hanson  of  Samuel,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr. 
Kenelm  2'ruman  Stoddert,  First  Major;  Mr.  Samuel  Han- 
son,  Jun.,  Second;  Mr.  Walter  Hanson,  Quartermaster. 

Lower  Battalion :  Mr.  Josias  Hawkins,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Robert  T.  Ilooe,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  John  Mar- 
shall, First  Major;  Mr.  John  Harris,  Second;  Mr.  John 
Nathan  Smoot,  Quartermaster. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  ThomasWright, 
Mr.  Sim,  and  Mr.  Tyler,  have  leave  of  absence.  Mr.  £.c- 
thcrbury  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  election  of  Officers  forlhe 
Militia,  and  elected  by  ballot : 

For  Calvert  County. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Mackall,  Fourth  Colonel ;  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Somerville,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Joseph  Wilkin- 
son, First  Major ;  Mr.  Patrick  Sim  Smith,  Second ;  Mr. 
William  Allein,  Quartermaster. 

For  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Elk-Ridge  Battalion  :  Mr.  Thomas  Dorsey,  Colonel ; 
Mr.  John  Dorsey,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Dr.  C.  A.  War- 
jitld.  First  Major;  Mr.  Edward  Gaiiher,  Jun.,  Second; 
Mr.  Benjamin  Howard,  Quartermaster. 

Severn  Battalion :  Mr.  John  Hall,  Colonel ;  Mr.  7?e- 
zin  Hammond,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Nicholas  Wor- 
thington.  First  Major ;  Mr.  Elijah  Robosson,  Second ;  Mr. 
Matthias  Hammond,  Quartermaster. 

South-River  Battalion:  Mr.  John  Weems,  C  o\one\ ;  Mr. 
Richard  Harwood,  Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  John 
Thomas,  First  Major;  Mr.  Thomas  Tillard,  Second;  Mr. 
Edward  Tillard,  Quartermaster. 

For  Frederick  County. — Middle  District. 

First  Battalion :  Mr.  Charles  Bealty,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
William  Beatty,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Ludunck  Welt- 
ner,  First  Major;  Mr.  Benjamin  Johnson,  Second;  Mr. 
Lewis  Bush,  Quartermaster. 

Second  Battalion :  Mr.  James  Johnson,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Wood,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Benjamin  Ogle, 
First  Major ;  Mr.  Roger  Johnson,  Second ;  Mr.  Azel 
Waters,  Quartermaster. 

Third  Battalion  :  Mr.  Jacob  Good,  Colonel ;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Blair,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Samuel  Shatc,  First 
Major;  Mr.  William  Shields,  Second;  Mr.  Joseph  Mc- 
Killip,  Quartermaster. 

Fourth  Battalion  :  Mr.  Baker  Johnson,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
William  Luckett,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Jacob  Miller, 
First  Major ;  Mr.  Henry  Darnall,  Second ;  Mr.  Nicho- 
las Tice,  Quartermaster. 

Lower  District. 

Lower  Battalion :  Mr.  John  Murdock,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Johns,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Richard  Brooke, 
First  Major;  Mr.  William  Dcakins,  Sacom\;  Mr,  Rich- 
ard Thompson,  Quartermaster. 

Upper  Battalion  :  Mr.  Zadock  Magrnder,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Charles  G.  Griffith,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Francis 
Deakins,  First  Major;  Mr.  Richard  Crabb,  Second;  Mr. 
Samuel  Du  Vail,  Quartermaster. 

Upper  Distiict. 
First  Battalion  :  Mr.  John  Stull,  Colonel ;  Mr.  Andrew 
Bench,    Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Henry  Shryock,  First 
Major;  Mr.  George  Woltz,  Second;  Mr.  Elie  Williams, 
Quartennaster. 
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Second  Battalion:  Mr.  Samuel  Bcall,  Colonel;  Mr. 
Joseph  S7n{th,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  Richard  Davis, 
First  Major;  Mr.  Charles  Swcaringen,  Second;  Mr. 
James  Chapline,  Quartermaster. 

For  Harford  County. 

Upper  Battalion  :  Mr.  Aquila  Hall,  Colonel ;  Mr.  John 
Love,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  Josias  Carvill  Hall,Fhst 
Major;  Dr.  John  Archer,  Second;  Mr.  Richard  Dallam, 
Quarierniaster. 

Lower  Battalion  :  Mr.  Benjamin  Rumsey,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Bond,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Abraham  Jar- 
re/<,  First  Major;  Mr.  Jo/m  Taylor,  Second;  Mr.  Robert 
Amos,  Quartermaster. 

For  Cecil  County. 

Bohemia  Battalion :  Mr.  John  Veazy,  Jun.,  Colonel ; 
^\r.  JohnD.  TAomp40«,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  William 
Rumsey,  First  Major;  Dr.  Joshua  Clayton,  Second;  Mr. 
Samuel  Young,  Quartermaster. 

Elk  Battalion :  Mr.  Charles  Rumsey,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Henry  Hollingsu'orik,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  Edward 
Parker,  First  Major;  Mr.  John  Slrawbridge,  Second; 
Mr.  Thomas  Huggins,  Quartermaster. 

Susquehannah  Battalion  :  Mr.  George  Johnson,  Colonel ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Hughes,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Mr.  John 
Hartshorn,  First  Major ;  Mr.  Elihu  Hall,  Second ;  Mr. 
John  Hambleton,  Quartermaster. 

For  (^ueen  Anne's  County. 

Upper  Battalion :  Richard  T.  Earle,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Samuel  Thompson,  Jun.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  John 
Seney,  First  Major;  Mr.  James  Kent,  Second;  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Brujf,  Quartermaster. 

Lower  Battalion :  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Richard  Tilghman,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  William 
Hemsley,  First  Major ;  Mr.  Arthur  Emory,  Second  ;  Mr. 
James  Tilghman,  Quartermaster. 

For  Somerset  County. 

Upper  Battalion :  Mr.  George  Dashiell,  Cohne] ;  Mr. 
George  Day  Scott,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  John  Steiv- 
ort.  First  Major;  Mr.  William  Horsey,  Second;  Mr.  iSe- 
vern  Hitch,  Quartermaster. 

Lower  Battalion:  Mr.  Thomas  Hay  ward,  Co\one\;  Mr. 
Peter  Waters,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  Thomas  Bruff, 
First  Major;  Mr.  William  Waters  oi  William,  Second; 
Mr.  William  Gillis,  Quartermaster. 

For  Worcester  County. 

First  Battalion:  Mr.  Peter  Chaille,  Colonel ;  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Dnshiell,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Mr.  .John  Done,  First 
Major;  Mr.  i?o6ert  Dohc,  Second  ;  Mr.  George  Martin, 
Quartermaster. 

Second  Battalion  :  Mr.  William  Pumell,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Zadock  Pumell,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Samuel  Han- 
dy, First  Major ;  Mr.  William  Morris,  Second ;  Mr.  Jo- 
sias Mitchell,  Quartermaster. 

Tiie  Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  8,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  .7.  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  Mr.  Sim, 
and  Mr.  Tyler.    The  Proceedings  of  6a^w(/«i/ were  read. 

Mr.  Edward  Lloyd,  ji  member  elected  for  Talbot  Coun- 
ty, in  tlie  room  o(  Francis  Baker,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ring- 
gold, appointed  a  member  for  Kent  County,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Smyth,  who  refused  to  act,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Sudler  and  Mr.  Buchanan  appeared  in  the  House. 
Mr.  William  Adams  has  leave  of  absence. 
Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Merediem.     Convention  met. 

Mr.  Tyler  and  Mr.  Dallam  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  by  ballot  to  the 
Battalion  in  Talbot  County,  to  wit : 

Mr.  Christopher  Birkhead,  Colonel;  Mr.  Peregrine 
Tilghman,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Jeremiah  Banning, 
First  Major ;  Mr.  Robert  Lloyd  Nichols,  Second ;  Mr. 
Nicholas  Thomas,  Quartermaster. 
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On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  nomination  of  Field- 
Officers  for  Dorchester  County  be  postponed,  and  that  the 
Council  of  Safety,  hereafter  to  be  ajipointed,  be  empower- 
ed to  appoint  them. 

The  following  election  by  ballot  for  Caroline  County, 
was  had : 

East  Battalion:  Mr.  William  Richardson,  Colonel; 
Mr.  Henry  Dickinson,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  William 
Whitley,  First  Major;  Mr.  Matthew  Driver,  Second;  Mr. 
John  White,  Quartermaster. 

West  Battalion:  Mr.  Philip  Fiddeman,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Benson  Stainton,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Richard  Ma- 
son,F\rst  Ma'pr ;  Mr.  Henry  Doivnes,  Second;  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Hardcastle,  Quartermaster. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day.   The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  Memorials  of  Patrick  Hamilton,  John  Archer,  and 
James  Harris,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  Linen  and 
Woollen  Manufactories,  were  read  the  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  nine  hundred  copies  of  the  Proceedings 
relative  to  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  be  immediately 
printed. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and  report  a  scheme  for  the  emission  of  Bills  of 
Credit,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  defending  this  Province; 
and  Mr.  Hollyday,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  Mr.  Hooe,  Mr. 
Rumsey,  znd  Mr.  .fames  J.  Tilghman,  were  elected  by  bal- 
lot a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Instructions  for  the  De- 
puties representing  this  Province  in  Congress,  be  taken  into 
consideration  to-morrow. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half 
after  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day. The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr.  Sim, 
Mr.  Mackall,  and  Mr.  John  Allen  Thomas  appeared  la 
the  House. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Instructions  for  the  Deputies  representing  this  Province  ia 
Congress,  being  read,  the  same  were  taken  into  consider.i- 
tion,  and,  after  some  debate  thereon,  the  Convention  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  January  11,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day. The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Jordan,  and  Mr.  Gilpin,  have  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

The  Convention  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  In-" 
structions  for  the  Deputies  representing  this  Provinco 
in  Congress,  which  were  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to, 
and  are  as  follow : 

In  Convention,  January  12,  177G. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca, 
Sainuel  Chase,  Thomas  Stone,  Robert  Alexander,  and 
John  Rogers,  Esquires. 

The  Convention,  taking  into  their  most  serious  consi- 
deration the  present  state  of  the  unhappy  dispute  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Colonies,  think  it  projjer  to 
deliver  you  their  sentiments,  and  to  instruct  you  in  certain 
points,  relative  to  your  conduct  in  Congress,  as  Represen- 
tatives of  this  Province. 

The  experience  we  and  our  ancestors  liave  had,  of  the' 
mildness  and  equity  of  the  English  Constitution,  under 
which  we  have  grown  up  to,  and  enjoyed  a  slate  of  felici- 
ty, not  exceeded  among  any  people  we  know  of,  until  the 
grounds  of  the  present  controversy  were  laid  by  the  Mi- 
nistry and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  has  most  strongly 
endeared  to  us  that  form  of  Government  from  whence 
these  blessings  have  been  derived,  and  makes  us  ardently 
wish  for  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country,  upon. 
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terms  that  may  ensure  to  these  Colonies  an  equal  and  per- 
manent free(Ioni. 

To  tliis  Constitution  we  are  attached,  not  merely  by 
habit,  but  by  principle,  being  in  our  judgments  persuaded 
it  is,  of  all  known  systems,  best-  calculated  to  secure  the 
liberty  of  the  subject — to  guard  against  despotism  on  the 
one  hand,  and  licentiousness  on  the  other. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  we  warmly  recommend 
to  you,  to  keep  constantly  in  your  view  the  avowed  end  and 
purpose  for  which  these  Colonics  originally  associated — 
the  redress  of  American  grievances,  and  securing  the  rights 
of  the  Colonists. 

As  upon  the  attainment  of  these  great  objects,  we  shall 
think  it  our  greatest  happiness  to  be  thus  Grmly  united  to 
Great  Britain,  we  think  proper  to  instruct  you,  that  should 
any  proposition  be  happily  mad^  by  the  Crown  or  Parlia- 
ment, that  may  lead  to,  or  lay  a  rational  and  probable  ground 
for  reconciliation,  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  cul- 
tivate and  improve  it  into  a  happy  settlement  and  lasting 
amity,  taking  care  to  secure  the  Colonies  against  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  assumed  by  Parliament,  to  tax  them,  and 
to  alter  and  change  their  Charters,  Constitutions,  and  inter- 
nal polity,  without  their  consent — powers  incompatible  with 
the  essential  securities  of  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 
of  the  ('olonists. 

We  further  instruct  you,  that  you  do  not,  without  the 
previous  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  Convention  of 
this  Province,  assent  to  any  proposition  to  declare  these 
Colonies  independent  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  nor 
to  any  proposition  for  making  or  entering  into  alliance 
with  any  foreign  Power,  nor  to  any  union  or  confederation 
of  these  Colonies,  which  may  necessarily  lead  to  a  sepa- 
ration from  the  mother  country,  unless,  in  your  judgments, 
or  in  tiie  judgments  of  any  four  of  you,  or  a  majority  of 
the  whole  of  you,  (if  all  shall  be  then  attending  in  Con- 
gress,) it  shall  be  thought  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  •  and 
should  a  majority  of  the  Colonies  in  Congress,  against 
such,  your  judgment,  resolve  to  declare  these  Colonies  in- 
dependent of  liie  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  make  or 
enter  into  alliance  with  any  foreign  Power,  or  into  any 
union  or  confederation  of  these  Colonies,  which  may  neces- 
sarily lead  to  a  separation  from  the  mother  country,  then 
we  instruct  you,  immediately,  to  call  the  Convention  of  this 
Province,  and  repair  thereto  with  such  proposition  and 
resolve,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  said  Convention,  for 
their  consideration  ;  and  this  Convention  will  not  hold  this 
Province  bound  by  such  majority  in  Congress,  until  the 
Representative  body  of  the  Province,  in  Convention,  assent 
thereto. 

Desirous  as  we  are  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  upon 
safe  and  honourable  terms,  we  wish  you,  nevertheless,  and 
instruct  you,  to  join  with  the  other  Colonies,  in  such  mili- 
tary operations  as  may  be  judged  proper  and  necessary  for 
the  common  defence,  until  such  a  peace  can  be  happily 
obtained. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  assure  you  we  have  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  abilities  and  integrity,  in  the  discharge 
of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  you,  we  must  observe  to  you, 
as  our  opinion,  that,  in  the  relation  of  constituent  and  repre- 
sentative, one  principal  security  of  the  former  is  the  right 
lie  holds  to  be  fully  informed  of  the  conduct  of  the  latter. 
We  can  conceive  no  case  to  exist  in  which  it  would  be  of 
more  importance  to  exercise  this  right  than  the  present, 
nor  any  in  wiiich  we  can  suppose  the  Representative  would 
more  willingly  acquiesce  in  the  exercise  of  it.  We,  there- 
fore, instruct  you,  that  you  move  for,  and  endeavour  to 
obtain,  a  resolve  of  Congress,  that  the  votes  given  by  the 
Colonies  on  every  question  agitated  in  Congress,  shall 
appear  upon  the  journals  thereof;  and  if  such  resolve  be 
obtained,  that  you,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  pro- 
cure copies  of  the  said  journals,  except  such  parts  thereof 
as  relate  to  military  operations  and  nieasures  taken  to  pro- 
cure arms  and  ammimition,  and,  from  time  to  time,  lay  the 
same  before  the  Conventions  of  this  Province,  showing 
the  part  you,  as  Representatives  of  the  Province,  take  in 
such  questions. 

And  we  further  instruct  you  to  move  for,  and  endeavour 
to  obtain,  a  resolve  of  Congress,  that  no  person  who  holds 
any  military  command  in  the  Continental,  or  any  Provin- 
cial regular  forces,  or  marine  service,  nor  any  person  who 


holds  or  enjoys  any  office  of  profit  under  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  under  any  Government  assumed  since  the  pre- 
sent controversy  with  Great  Britain  began,  or  which  shall 
hereafter  be  assumed,  or  who  directly  or  indirectly  receives 
the  profits,  or  any  part  of  the  profits,  of  such  command  or 
office,  shall,  during  the  time  of  his  holding  or  receiving  the 
same,  be  eligible  to  sit  in  Congress. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  January  12,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Samuel  Chase,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Gilpin.     The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  President  communicates  to  the  Convention  several 
Resolutions  of  Congress,  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IVare  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Mtrediem.     Convention  met. 

Mr.  Holli/day  brings  in,  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President, 
a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
report  a  scheme  for  the  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  defending  this  Province,  and  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned,  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  Pro- 
posals relating  to  the  establisimient  of  Manufactories  of  any 
kind  within  this  Province,  was  read  and  considered ;  and, 
thereupon. 

Resolved,  That  six  hundred  Pounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit, 
out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  be  advanced  to  Mr.  William 
Whelcroft,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  without  interest,  he  giving  bond,  with  good  security, 
to  repay  the  same.  The  said  IViliian  Whetcroft  to  con- 
tract to  build  and  complete,  within  the  space  of  six  months, 
at  his  own  risk,  a  Rolling,  Sheeting,  and  Slitting  Mill,  with- 
in twenty  iniles  of  Baltimore  town,  or  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Province  that  this  Convention  shall  appoint,  and  there- 
from to  supply  the  publick,  and  individuals,  with  Slit  or 
Sheet  Iron,  at  the  price  the  same,  at  the  time  of  sale  there- 
of, can  he  purchased  in  Pennsylvania  or  Virgiriia,  and 
that  it  shall  never  exceed  the  sum  of  thirty-five  Pounds, 
common  money,  per  ton.  The  said  ffilUam  fVhetcroft  also 
to  slit,  roll,  or  make  into  Sheet  or  Flatted  Iron,  any  quan- 
tity thereof,  the  property  of  the  publick,  brought  to  the 
said  Mill,  at  the  rate  of  five  Pounds  per  ton;  and  any 
quantity  thereof,  the  property  of  private  persons,  being  in- 
habitaius  of  this  Province,  at  the  rate  of  six  Pounds  per 
ton,  if  brought  to  the  said  Mill. 

Ordered,  That  no  commission  issue  to  Mr.  John  Tho- 
mas, First  Major  of  the  South  River  Battalion,  in  Anne 
Arundel  County,  he  having  declined  tliat  office,  or  to  any 
of  the  Officers  of  Mr.  John  Burgess's  Company,  or  to  Mr. 
WiUiam  Gambrill,  a  Lieutenant  of  Mr.  John  Boone's 
Company,  during  the  sitting  of  this  Convention,  but  that 
the  same  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  rank  of  Coun- 
ties and  Colonels,  when  the  rank  was  settled  as  follows  : 

Somerset  1;  Cecil  2;  Dorchester  3 ;  Talbot  4  ;  Queot 
Anne's  5;  St.  Mary's  6;  Anne  Arundell ;  Harford  8 ; 
Baltimore  9;  Worcester  10;  Prince  George's  11 ;  Charles 
12;  Kent  13;    Caroline  14;  Calvert  15;  Frederick  16. 

In  Somerset  County:  Colonel  George  Daskicll,  of  the 
First  Battalion,  1;  Colonel  Thomas  Hayward,  17. 

Cecil  County:  Colonel  Charles  Rumsey,  2;  Colonel 
John  Veazy,  18;  Colonel  George  Johnson,  30. 

Dorchester :  Upper  Battalion,  3  ;  Lower  Battalion,  19. 

Talbot:  Colonel  Christopher  Birkhead,  4. 

^ueen  Anne's  :  Colonel  Richard  T.  Earle,  5;  Colonel 
Thomas  Wright,  20. 

St.  Mary's :  Colonel  Jeremiah  Jordan,  6 ;  Colonel 
Richard  Barnes,  21. 

Anne  Arundel :  Colonel  John  Hall,!;  Colonel  Tho- 
mas Dorsey,  22;  Colonel  John  Weems,  31. 

Harford:  Colonel  Benjamin  Rumsey,  8;  Colonel  Aqui- 
la  Hall,  23. 

Baltimore,  9. 
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Worcester:  Colonel  Peter  Chnille,  10;  Colonel  Wil- 
liam P  urn  ell,  24. 

Prince  George's:  Lower  Battalion,  11;  Upper  Batta- 
lion, 25. 

Charles:  Colonel  Josias  Hawkins,  12;  Colonel  Jf'il- 
liam  Harrison,  26. 

Kent:  Lower  Battalion,  13;  Upper  Battalion,  27. 

Caroline:  Colonel  William  Richardson,  14;  Colonel 
Philip  Fiddeman,  28. 

Calvert:  Colcjnel  Benjamin  Machall  4th  15. 

Frederick:  Colonel  Aadock  Magrudcr,  16;  Colonel 
John  Murdoclc,  29;  Colonel  John  Slull,  31;  Colonel 
Charles  Bcatty,  33  ;  Colonel  Baker  Johnson,  34;  Colo- 
nel Jacob  Good,  35 ;  Colonel  Samuel  Beall,  36 ;  Colonel 
James  Johnson,  37. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
day.    The  Proceedinos  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  nomination  of  Field- 
Oflicers,  for  Ketit  County,  be  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  Convention. 

Several  Resolutions  of  Congress  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  On  the  table. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  by  ballot  Field- 
Officers  to  the  Militia  in  Prince  George's  County,  to 
wit : 

The  Lower  Battalion  :  Mr.  Joseph  Sim,  Colonel ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Contee,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Thomas  Sim 
Lee,  First  Major;  Mr.  John  Rogers,  Second  ;  Mr.  John 
F.  A.  Priggs,  Quartermaster. 

Upper  Battalion  :  Mr.  Joshua  Beall,  Colonel ;  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Tyler,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mr.  Addison  Murdock, 
First  RIajor;  Mr.  George  Lee,  Second;  Mv.  William 
Turner  Wootton,  Quartermaster. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Report  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  a  scheme 
for  the  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
defending  this  Province,  and  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, and  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereon  : 

That  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  calling  in  and  ex- 
changing the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  the  Resolves 
of  the  last  Convention,  for  the  encouragement  of  Manufac- 
tories within  this  Province,  and  for  other  purposes  resolved 
upon  in  Convention,  bills  of  credit  of  the  denomination  of 
dollars  and  parts  of  a  dollar,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred 
and  thirty  five  tliousar>d  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars 
and  one-ninth  part  of  a  dollar,  be  printed  and  struck  with 
all  convenient  speed,  under  the  care  and  direction  of  such 
persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Council  of  Safety  for 
that  purpose,  in  manner  and  form   following,  lo  wit: 

"  This  bill  of shall  entitle  the  bearer 

hereof  to  receive  gold  or  silver,  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings 
and  six  pence,  sterling,  per  dollar,  for  the  said  bill,  accord- 
ing to  a  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Convention  o{  Mary- 
land, held  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  the  7th  day  of  jDc- 
lember,  1775." 

That  the  plates  for  striking  the  said  bills  of  credit,  be 
procured  to  be  cut  in  copper,  by  some  skilful  person  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  by 
the  Deiiuties  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  or  some  two  of 
them,  and  shall  have  such  devices  and  marks  as  the  said 
Deputies,  or  such  two  of  them,  shall  direct,  and  the  num- 
ber and  denomination  of  the  said  bills  shall  be  the  following 
and  no  other,  to  wit :  sixteen  thousand  hills  of  eigiit  dol- 
lars each,  sixteen  thousand  bills  of  six  dollars  each, 
sixteen  thousand  bills  of  four  dollars  each,  sixteen  thou- 
sand bills  of  two  dollars  and  two-third  parts  of  a  dol- 
lars each,  thirty-two  thousand  bills  of  two  dollars  each, 
thiny-two  thousand  bills  of  one  dollar  and  one-third  part  of 
a  dollar  each,  thirty-two  thousand  bills  of  one  dollar  each, 
thirty-two  thousand  bills  of  two-third  parts  of  a  dollar  each, 
forty  thousand  bills  of  iialf  a  dollar  each,  forty  thousand  hills 
of  one-third  part  of  a  dollar  each,  forty  thousand  bills  of 
one-sixth  part  of  a  dollar  each,  and  forty  thousand  bills  of 
one-ninth  part  of  a  dollar  each. 

That  the  said  Deputies,  or  any  two  of  them,  also  pur- 
chase and  provide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  proper  paper,  on 


which  to  print  and  strike  the  said  bills  of  credit,  and  that 
they,  or  some  of  then),  do,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be, 
transmit  the  said  plates  and  paper  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
aforesaid,  and  that  tlie  said  Council  of  Safety  do  forthwith 
cause  the  said  bills  of  credit  to  be  printed  and  struck,  un- 
der the  direction  of  two  discreet  and  sober  freemen  of  this 
Province,  to  be  by  them  appointed  to  that  service,  who 
shall  be  called  Supervisors. 

That  the  said  Supervisors  shall  use  the  best  of  their  care 
and  diligence  that  the  said  bills,  according  to  iheir  respec- 
tive denominations  aforesaid,  and  according  to  the  manner 
and  form  aforesaid,  be  forihwith  printed  and  struck,  and 
that  the  number  of  any  of  the  denominations  thereof  be  not 
exceeded,  nor  any  clandestine  or  fraudulent  practice  be  used 
by  the  Printer,  his  apprentices,  servants,  and  others,  con- 
cerned in  the  priming  or  striking  thereof. 

That  the  Printer,  and  all  his  apprentices  and  servants, 
which  he  shall  employ  in  the  said  work,  before  he  or  they 
enter  upon  the  same,  take,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
in  the  presence  of  one  or  both  of  the  said  Supervisors,  the 
following  oath,  to  wit :  "  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  that  1  will  truly, 
faithfully,  and  honestly,  perform  the  duty  of  Printer  of  the 
bills  of  credit  directed  to  be  printed  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
Convention  of  Maryland,  held  at  the  c\\y  of  Annapolis, 
the  seventh  day  of  December,  seventeen  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  and  that  I  will  not,  advisedlj',  print  or  stamp 
a  greater  number  of  blank  bills  of  credit  than  in  that  Re- 
solve mentioned,  nor  of  any  other  denomination  than  therein 
expressed,  except  such  sheets  as  may  be  so  blotted,  un« 
fair,  or  imperfect  in  the  printing  or  striking  thereof,  that  the 
same  shall  be  unfit  for  use.     So  help  me  God." 

That  the  said  Printer  shall  not,  by  himself,  his  servants, 
or  any  other  person  by  him  employed,  print,  strike,  stiich, 
or  bind,  the  said  bills,  or  any  of  them,  but  in  the  presence 
of  one  or  both  of  the  said  Supervisors.  And  in  every  in- 
termission of  the  work,  the  said  Supervisors  shall  safely 
and  securely  lock  up  the  press  and  stamps  with  which  the 
work  shall  be  performed,  and  the  impressions  which  shall 
be  then  made,  in  the  room  in  which  tlic  printing  and  bind- 
ing shall  be  done,  and  the  keys  of  such  room  shall  keep  in 
their  possession  ;  and  when  all  the  said  hills  shall  be  printed 
and  struck,  the  plates  shall  be  delivered  by  the  Printer  to 
the  said  Supervisors,  and  by  them  to  the  Convention,  or  in 
its  recess,  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

That  Charles  Wallace,  John  Davidson,  Nathan  Ham- 
mond, Richard  Tootell,  James  Brice,  John  Brice,  Thomas 
Brook  Hodgkin,  John  Duckett,  Robert  Lloyd  Nichols, 
Samuel  Sharp,  Richard  Tilghman,  Jun.,  Henry  Ban- 
ning, Peregrine  Tilghman,  William  Perry,  Jeremiah 
Banning,  and  Joseph  Brujf,  be  signers  of  the  said  bills. 

That  the  said  Supervisors,  as  soon  as  the  said  bills  shall 
be  printed,  struck,  stitched,  and  bound,  shall  deliver  three- 
fourth  parts  thereof  in  value  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  West- 
ern Shore,  appointed  by  the  last  Convention,  and  (he  other 
fourth  part  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore, 
appointed  by  the  last  Convention  ;  and  the  said  Treasurers 
shall  deliver  out  to  the  signers  residing  on  their  respective 
Shores,  such  and  so  many  of  the  said  bills  to  be  immediately 
numbered  and  signed  by  them,  as  may  be  sufficient  to  an- 
swer any  probable  and  immediate  demand  on  them  for  the 
same,  not  exceeding  twelve  thousand  dollars ;  and  each  of 
the  said  bills  shall  be  numbered  and  signed  by  some  two  of 
the  said  signers,  and  returned  again,  after  being  numbered 
and  signed,  to  the  respective  Treasurers  ;  and  so,  from  time 
to  time,  shall  the  said  bills  be  delivered  out,  numbered, 
signed,  and  returned,  to  the  said  Treasurers,  respectively, 
either  of  the  said  Treasurers  not  keeping  by  him  at  any  one 
time,  ready  numbered  and  signed,  more  than  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars. 

That  receipts  of  every  delivery  of  the  said  bills,  before 
and  after  the  numbering  and  signing  the  same,  be  given  by 
the  signers  and  Treasurers,  respectively,  each  to  the  other. 

That  the  Treasurer  of  tiie  Western  Sliorc,  out  of  the 
said  bills  of  credit  in  his  hands,  pay  to  each  of  the  Super- 
visors two  dollars,  and  two-third  parts  of  a  dollar  for  each 
day's  attendance  and  supervising  the  said  work ;  to  the  De- 
puties who  shall  procure  the  plates  and  paper  for  printing 
and  striking  the  said  bills,  so  much  as  ihey  shall  pay  for  the 
same,  and  for  transmitting  them  as  aforesaid;  a;id  to  the 
Printer,  so  much  as  shall  be  agreed  by  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  his  services,  and  for  the  ink  and  other  materials,  ex- 
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cept  paper,  necessary  for  the  said  work ;  and  the  said  Trea- 
surers shall,  also,  respectively,  pay  to  each  signer  of  every 
thousand  of  the  said  bills,  one  dollar  and  one-third  part  of 
a  dollar  for  his  service. 

Tiiat  each  of  the  said  Treasurers  shall  retain  for  his  ser- 
vices, at  the  rate  of  one-half  per  centum  on  all  moneys  by 
him  paid  and  delivered,  and  no  more. 

That  torn  and  defaced  bills  shall  be  exchanged  at  reason- 
able and  convenient  times. 

That  the  said  bills  of  credit  shall  be  redeemed  and  sunk 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-six,  by  taxes  or  other  legislative  provision  ;  and 
this  Convention  "bind  their  constituents,  and  pledge  the 
faith  of  the  Province  for  the  redemption  of  the  said  bills  on 
or  before  the  said  first  day  of  Januari/,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-six. 

That  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars  and  two-third  parts  of  a  dollar  of  the 
said  bills  of  credit,  so  to  be  printed  and  struck,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  exchange  the  bills  of  credit  printed  and  struck  by 
virtue  of  the  Resolve  of  ihe  last  Convention  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  that  the  said  Treasurers  shall,  forthwith,  after 
their  receipt  of  tiie  bills  of  credit  hereafter  to  be  printed 
and  struck,  give  publick  notice  in  the  newspapers  printed 
in  this  Province,  and  in  several  of  the  newspapers  printed  in 
PhilaJclphia  and  WilUamshurgli,  that  they  will  give  and 
deliver  in  exchange  any  number  and  value  of  the  bills  of 
credit  hereafter  to  be  printed  and  struck,  for  the  like  num- 
ber and  value  of  the  bills  of  credit  printed  and  struck  by 
virtue  of  the  Resolve  of  the  last  Convention,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  shall  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose  ; 
and  the  said  Treasurers  shall,  upon  the  application  of  any 
person  or  persons  holding  any  number  and  value  of  the 
said  former  bills  of  credit,  deliver  to  such  person  or  persons 
the  like  value  in  the  new  bills  of  credit  in  lieu  thereof,  at 
such  times  and  places  as  aforesaid. 

That  each  of  the  said  Treasurers  shall,  at  the  publick 
expense,  provide  a  fit  instrument  for  cutting  a  piece  of  one 
inch  square,  as  near  as  may  be,  out  of  the  bills  so  to  be 
brought  in  and  exchanged,  and  shall,  upon  his  receipt  of 
any  of  the  said  former  bills  of  credit,  in  exchange  as  afore- 
said, cut  out  of  every  of  such  bills  so  received,  one  inch 
square,  as  near  as  may  be,  taking  care  not  to  deface  the 
denomination  thereof,  and  shall  preserve  such  bills  until  the 
meeting  of  the  then  next  Convention,  and  produce  all  such 
bills,  and  also  all  the  former  hills  of  credit  remaining  in  his 
hands,  to  such  Convention,  to  be  destroyed. 

That  from  and  after  the  receipt  of  the  said  new  bills  of 
credit  by  the  said  Treasurers,  respectively,  all  payments 
which  they  shall  make  by  virtue  of  any  resolve  of  this  or 
the  last  Convention,  shall  be  made  in  the  said  nevwl  His  of 
credit,  and  not  in  the  said  former  bills  of  credit. 

That  the  person  to  be  employed  in  the  cutting  the  said 
plates  for  striking  the  said  new  bills  of  credit,  if  required  by 
the  said  Delegates,  or  such  two  of  them  as  shall  agree  for 
the  same,  take  an  oath,  (or  affirmation  if  a  Quaker,)  that 
he  will  not,  by  himself,  his  apprentices  or  servants,  make  or 
cut,  or  suffer  to  he  made  or  cut,  any  more  or  other  plates 
than  those  which  shall  be  ordered  to  be  cut  by  the  said 
Deputies,  or  sonie  two  of  them,  in  the  similitude  and  like- 
ness of  the  plates  which  shall  be  so  ordered  to  be  cut,  or 
in  the  similitude  and  likeness  of  any  of  them,  unless  re- 
quested so  to  do  by  the  Convention  of  this  Province,  or 
by  some  authority  derived  from  the  said  Convention. 

That  the  Treasurers  aforesaid,  respectively,  be  allowed 
to  retain,  as  a  satisfaction  for  their  trouble  in  exchanging 
new  hills  of  credit  for  the  former  bills  of  credit  as  aforesaid, 
at  the  rate  of  one-half  per  centum  for  all  bills  by  them  so 
exchanged,  out  of  tiie  said  new  bills  of  credit. 

That  the  said  bills  of  credit  which  shall  be  so  as  afore- 
said printed  and  struck,  over  and  above  the  said  bills  hereby 
directed  to  be  applied  to  exchange  the  said  former  bills  of 
credit,  be  applied  to  the  several  purposes  resolved  on  in 
tliis  and  the  last  Convention  of  this  Province,  and  that  the 
Treasurers  pay  the  same  to  the  orders  of  the  Convention 
or  Council  of  Safely. 

That  the  said  Treasurers,  before  they  receive  the  said 
blank  bills  to  be  printed  and  struck  by  virtue  of  the  Re- 
solves of  this  Convention,  shall  give  bonds,  respectively, 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  in  the  penalty  of 
twelve  thousand  pounds  sterling,  payable  to  the  honoura- 


ble Daniel  of  Si.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Carroll  of 
CarroUton,  and  Charles  Carroll,  Banister,  Esqrs.;  and  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  in  the  penalty  of  four  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling,  payable  to  the  Honourable  Matthew 
Tilghman,  Edward  Lloyd,  and  James  Lloyd  Chamber- 
loine,  Esqrs.,  with  the  like  conditions  as  directed  by  the 
Resolve  of  the  last  Convention;  both  which  bonds  shall  he 
with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  ap|)roved  of  by  the  obligees 
therein  named,  or  any  two  of  them,  respectively. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Btatty  have  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock.  

Sunday,  January  14,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yester- 
day, except  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Sudler,  Mr.  Beatly,  Mr. 
Lloyd,  Mr.  Sim,  and  Mr.  Tyler.  The  Proceedings  of 
yesterday  were  read. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Report  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  report  resolutions  for  Raising, 
Clothing,  and  Victualling  the  Forces  to  be  raised  in  this 
Province,  and  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereon  : 

Resolved,  That  one  Battalion  of  Regular  Troops,  to  be 
composed  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two 
Majors,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  and  nine  Com- 
panies, one  of  which  of  Lii;lit-Infantry,  and  also  seven  In- 
dependent Companies  of  Regular  Troops,  two  Companies 
of  Artillery,  and  one  Company  of  Marines,  be  immediately 
raised,  and  paid,  and  supported,  at  the  expense  of  this  Pro- 
vince, for  the  defence  of  the  liberties  thereof. 

That  each  of  the  said  Independent  Companies,  and  Com- 
panies of  Artillery,  consist  of  one  Captain,  three  Lieute- 
nants, four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one 
Fifer,  and  ninety-two  Privates. 

That  each  of  the  said  Com|)anics  of  the  Battalion,  ex- 
cept the  Company  of  Light-Infantry,  be  composed  of  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  sixty  Privates. 

That  the  Company  of  Light-Infantry  be  composed  of 
one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  four  Sergeants,  four  Cor- 
porals, one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  sixty-four  Privates; 
and  that  the  Privates  be  made  up  as  well  by  drafts  from 
the  other  Companies  of  the  Battalion  as  by  inlistments,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer,  of 
the  said  Battalion  for  the  time  being. 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  Battalion,  Independent  Com- 
panies, and  Marines,  by  the  calendar  month,  be  as  follows: 
The  Colonel,       -     -     -^50     Every  Ensign,  -     -^16 
For  his  expenses,     -     -     30     Every  Sergeant,     -       6% 
The  Lieutenant-Colonel,     40     Every  Corj)oral,     -       6 
For  his  expenses  when  Every  Drummer  & 

acting    in   a   separate  Fifer,       -     -     .       6 

department   from   the  Surgeon,      -     -     -     40 

Colonel,    -     -     -     -     20     Surgeons' Mates,  each  20 
Each  Major,       -     -     -     33J  Chaplain,     -     -     -     20 
Every  Captain,  -     -     -     26§  Every  Private,-     -       5J 
Every  Lieutenant,    -     -      18     Clerk  to  Colonel,  -     20 

That  the  pay  of  the  said  Artillery  Companies,  by  the 
calendar  month,  be  as  follows : 

Each  Captain,    -     -     -     26^  Every  Sergeant,      -       6§ 
Every  Lieutenant,  -     -     18 J  Every  Corporal,     -       6 

That  the  pay  of  the  Officers,  Seamen,  and  others,  (ex- 
cept the  Marines,)  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  in  the  Ma- 
rine service,  by  the  calendar  month,  be  regulated  by  the 
Council  of  Safely. 

That  a  Ration  consist  of  one  pound  of  beef  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork  ;  one  pound  of  flour  or  bread 
per  man  per  day  ;  three  pints  of  peas,  at  six  shilling  per 
bushel,  per  week,  or  other  vegetables  equivalent  ;  one 
quart  of  Indian  meal  per  week;  a  gill  of  vinegar  and  a 
gill  of  molasses  per  man  per  day  ;  a  quart  of  cider,  small 
beer,  or  a  gill  of  rum  per  man  per  day ;  three  pounds  of 
candles  for  one  hundred  men  per  week,  for  guards ;  twen- 
ty-four pounds  of  soft  soap,  or  eight  pounds  of  hard  soap, 
for  one  hundred  men  per  week. 

That  the  forces  employed  in  the  F^and  service  be  entitled 
to  the  following  rations, to  wit:  Colonel 6,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel 5,  Major  4,  Captain  3,  Subaltern  2,  Staff  2,  non- 
commissioned or  Private  1. 

That  the  allowance  to  the  Officers  and  Men  employed 
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in  tlie  Mar'me  service  be  such  as  may  be  hereafter  settled 
by  the  Council  of  Safely. 

Tliat  the  following  persons  be  Officers  of  the  said  fjrces, 
to  wit: 

Of  the  Battalion :  fVUliam  Smallwood,  Esq.,  Colonel ; 
Francis  Ware,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Price, 
Esq.,  First  M^tjor;  Murdecai  Gist,  Esq.,  Second  Major. 

First  Company:  John  Haivkins  Stone,  Captain;  Da- 
niel Bowie,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Kidd,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Benjamin  Chambers,  Ensign. 

Second  Company:  IVilliam  f/ye/e.  Captain  ;  Benjamin 
Ford,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Beanes,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Jlenry  Gaither,  Ensign. 

Third  Company:  Barton  Lucas,  Captain;  William 
Sterrett,  F'irst  Lieutenant ;  Alexander  Roxburgh,  Second 
Lieutenant ;    William  Ridgely,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company:  Thomas  Ewing,  Captain;  Joseph 
Butler,  First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Baxter,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Edward  Praul,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company:  Nathaniel  Ramsey,  Captain;  Levin 
Winder,  First  Lieutenant ;  Alexander  Murray,  Second 
Lieutenant ;    Walker  Muse,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Company :  Peter  Adams,  Captain;  Nathaniel 
Ewing,  First  Lieutenant;  David  Plunketf,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  John  Jordan,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company:  John  Day  Scott,  Captain;  Thomas 
Ilarwood,  son  of  Thomas,  First  Lieutenant;  Thomas 
Goldsmith,  Second  Lieutenant ;  James  Peale,  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company:  Samuel  Smith,  Captain ;  James 
Campbell,  First  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Ford,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Bryan  Philpot,  Ensign. 

Company  of  Light  Infantry:  George  Strieker,  Cap- 
tain ;  Thomas  Smyth,  Jvtn.,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Ring- 
gold, Second  Lieutenant;  Hatch  Dent,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Of  the  Independent  Companies. 

First  Company:  Rezin  Beall,Capla.\n;  Bennett  Bracco, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  Halkerston,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Daniel  Jenifer  Adams,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Second  Company :  John  Gunby,  Captain;  Uriah  For- 
rest, First  Lieutenant ;  William  Bowie,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  Benjamin  Brooks,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Third  Company:  John  Watkins,  Captain  ;  Moses 
Chaille,  First  Lieutenant ;  Solomon  Long,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Ely  Dorsey,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Fourth  Company:  James  Hindman,  Captain;  William 
Goldsborough,  First  Lieutenant ;  Archibald  Anderson, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Edtvard  Hindman,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Fifth  Company:  John  Allen  TAo»na.s,  Captain ;  John 
Steward,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Davidson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Henry  Neale,  T^\wd  Lieutenant. 

Sixth  Company:  Lemuel  Barrett,  Captain  ;  Thomas 
Woolford,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Eccleston,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant;  Hooper  Hudson,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Seventh  Company :  Edward  Veazy,  Captain;  William 
Harrison,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  T.  Wright,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Edtvard  De  Courcy,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Company  of  Artillery  at  Baltimore  Town:  Nathaniel 
Smith,  Captain ;  William  Woolsey,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Alexander  Furnival,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George  Kee- 
pott,  Third  Lieutenant. 

Company  of  Artillery  at  Annapolis. 

That  Charles  Wallace,  Esq.,  be  Paymaster  of  all  the 
Land  Forces  (and  Marines,  when  in  land  service,)  raised  or 
to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  in  the  pay  thereof,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  pay  of  forty  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

That  Gabriel  Duvall,  Esq.,  be  Mustermaster  of  the 
said  I^and  Forces  and  Commissary  of  all  warlike  stores  ap- 
propriated for  the  use  of  the  regular  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince ;  and  shall  he  entitled  to  the  pay  of  fifty  dollars  per 
calendar  month. 

That  commissions  issue  to  all  the  said  Officers,  in  the 
forms  prescribed  by  this  Convention ;  and  that  any  of  the 
said  Officers  may  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  their 
offices,  respectively,  or  displaced,  and  new  commissions 
may  issue  to  any  other  person,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  this  or  any  future  Convention,  or,  in  the  recess  of  Con- 
vention, by  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  Convention  ;  and,  in  case  of  the  death 
of  any  Officer,  or  on  his  refusal  to  act,  some  other  person 


may  be  appointed,  and,  as  aforesaid,  commissioned  in  his 
stead  by  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety. 

That  Recruiting  Orders  be  delivered  to  each  Captain  in 
the  Battalion  of  the  Independent  Companies,  and  Compa- 
nies of  Artillery  and  Marines,  together  with  his  commis- 
sion, as  follows: 

Instructions  for  Inlisting  Men  in  the  Service  of  Mary- 
land. 

1.  You  are  to  inlist  no  man  who  is  not  able-bodied, 
healthy,  and  a  good  marcher,  nor  such  whose  attachment 
to  the  liberties  of  America  you  have  cause  to  suspect. 
Young,  hearty,  robust  men,  who  are  tied  by  birth,  or  fa- 
mily connexions,  or  property,  to  this  country,  and  are  well 
practised  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  are,  by  much,  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

2.  You  will  have  great  regard  to  moral  character,  so- 
briety in  particular. 

3.  You  are  not  to  inlist  any  servant  imported,  nor,  with- 
out the  leave  of  the  master,  any  apprentice. 

4.  Those  who  engage  in  the  service  shall  be  inlisted 
according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  this  Convention. 

5.  You  shall  appoint  such  men  Sergeants  and  Corpo- 
rals as  recommend  themselves  by  their  ability,  activity,  and 
diligence ;  and  you  are,  also,  to  appoint  the  Drummer  and 
Fifer  to  your  Company. 

6.  You  will  use  all  diligence  in  completing  your  Com- 
pany, and  report  (if  a  Captain  in  the  Battalion)  to  your 
Colonel,  (if  a  Captain  in  an  Independent  Company,  or  ia 
the  Artillery,  or  Marines,)  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

7.  You  are  to  be  allowed  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  week  for  the  subsist  of  recruits,  till  they  arrive  at  their 
station. 

8.  You  will  take  notice  that  the  Colonel  of  the  Batta- 
lion, or  a  Field-Officer  to  be  appointed  by  him,  is  to  in- 
spect your  men,  and  reject  such  as  do  not  answer  to  your 
instructions. 

9.  You  shall  be  allowed  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
for  every  man  you  inlist,  who  shall  be  past,  on  inspection, 
as  effective,  besides  the  subsist  money  mentioned  before, 
and  your  pay. 

10.  You  will  furnish  the  subalterns  of  your  Company 
with  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  who  are  to  exert  them- 
selves in  recruiting. 

By  order  :                                       G.  Duvall,  Clerk. 
To ,  Captain  cf  the 

That  all  non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  of 
the  said  Battalion,  Independent  Companies,  and  Compa- 
nies of  Artillery  and  Marines,  be  inlisted  by  their  volim- 
tarily  subscribing  an  engagement  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit:  "  We,  whose  names  are  hereto  subscribed,  do  vo- 
luntarily inlist  ourselves  Soldiers,  (or  Matrosses,  or  in  the 
Marines,  as  the  case  may  happen  to  be.)  to  serve  as  such 
during  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  order  of  the  Con- 
vention, or  Council  of  Safety,  of  Maryland,  for  the  time 
being,  hereby  subjecting  ourselves  to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  are  or  shall  be  made  by  the  Convention  of  Ma- 
ryland for  regulating  and  governing  the  forces  in  the  pay 
of  this  Province.     Witness  our  hands." 

That  all  non-Commissioned  Seamen  and  Landsmen,  re- 
tained in  the  pay  of  this  Province  for  the  Naval  service, 
shall  be  entered  by  their  voluntarily  subscribing  the  fol- 
lowing engagement,  to  wit :  "  We,  whose  names  are 
subscribed,  do  voluntarily  enter  ourselves  as  Seamen,  (or 
Landsmen,  as  the  case  may  be,)  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
Prov'wce  of  Maryland,  for  the  full  term  of  six  months  next 
following,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  order  of  the  Con- 
vention, or  Council  of  Safety,  of  Maryland,  or  by  the  cap- 
tain or  other  chief  officer  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
we  may  he  employed  ;  hereby  subjecting  ourselves  to  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  are  or  shall  be  made  by  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Province  for  regulating  and  governin;;  the 
forces  in  the  pay  thereof.  Witness  our  hands,  the  dates' 
affixed  to  our  names,  respectively." 

That  one  month's  pay  be  advanced  to  each  person  who 
shall  be  so  inlisted  or  entered  as  aforesaid,  and  that,  over 
and  above  the  pay  of  the  non-Commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  of  the  Battalion,  Independent  Companies,  and 
Companies  of  Artillery  and  Marines,  each  of  them  be 
yearly  found  and  allowed,  at  the  expense  of  this  Province, 
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a  new  hat,  short  coat,  waistcoat,  pair  of  breeches,  and 
huniing-shirt ;  and  out  of  their  pay  there  may  be  reasonable 
stoppages  for  necessary  shirts,  shoes,  and  stockings. 

That  the  uniform  of  the  Land  Forces  and  Marines  be 
hunting-shirts ;  the  hunting-shirts  of  the  Marines  to  be 
blue,  and  those  of  the  Land  Forces  to  be  of  other  colours. 

That  the  ordinary  stations  of  the  said  Land  Forces  be  as 
follow : 

That  five  Companies  of  the  said  Battalion,  together  with 
the  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  be  stationed  at  the  City 
of  Annapolis,  and  the  other  three  Companies  thereof  at 
Baltimore  town. 

That  five  Companies  of  the  troops,  to  consist  of  one 
hundred  men  each,  be  allotted  for  the  Eastern  Shore. 

That  one  Company  thereof  be  stationed  in  Worcester 
County  ;  one  Company  thereof  in  Somerset  County  ;  one 
Company  thereof  in  Vorchcster  County  ;  one  Company 
thereof  in  Talbot  County ;  and  that  one-half  of  the  re- 
maining Company  thereof  be  stationed  in  Queen  Anne's 
County,  and  the  other  half  in  Kent  County. 

That  one  Company  of  the  remainder  of  the  said  troops, 
to  consist  of  one  hundred  men  each,  be  stationed  in  St. 
Mary's  County  ;  and  tiiat  one-half  of  the  other  Company 
be  stationed  in  Calvert  County,  and  the  other  half  in 
Charles  County. 

One  Company  of  Artillery  at  the  City  of  Annapolis, 
and  the  other  at  Baltimore  town. 

But  the  Council  of  Safety  inay,  in  their  discretion,  more 
particularly  point  out  the  stations  of  any  of  the  said  Inde- 
pendent Companies  or  Companies  of  Artillery;  or  may, 
from  time  to  time,  order  any  of  the  said  Companies  to 
change  their  stations  with  each  other;  or,  in  case  of  urgent 
necessity,  may  change  the  stations  of,  or  order  any  of 
the  forces  in  the  pay  of  this  Province  .'SLiit/r^nd  act 
together,  or  order  any  part  of  the  said  foneu  "A)  the  relief 
or  assistance  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  ..c  three  lower 
Counties  on  Delaivare,  or  Province  of  Pennsylvania ;  the 
said  Council  of  Safety,  in  the  recess  of  Convention,  having 
the  supreme  direction  of  the  said  troops. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety  contract  for  supplying  the 
rations  for  the  said  Land  Forces  on  the  best  terms,  the  con- 
tractors giving  good  and  sufficient  security  to  comply  with 
their  contracts. 

That  every  Field  and  Commissioned  Officer  in  the  Land 
Forces  shall,  within  one  month  after  the  acceptance  of  his 
commission,  and  before  he  shall  receive  any  |)ay  as  an 
Officer,  before  some  one  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  which 
shall  be  endorsed  and  certified  on  the  back  of  his  commis- 
sion, in  the  following  words,  to  wit :  "  1,  A.  B.,  do  swear, 
that  1  will  well  and  truly  execute  my  office  according  to 
the  within  commission,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  power  and  ability ;  and  that  I  will 
disband  and  lay  down  my  arms  whenever  1  shall  be  or- 
dered so  to  do  by  the  Convention  of  Maryland  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  authority  derived  under  it.  So  help 
me  God." 

That  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  any  one  member  thereof, 
on  the  application  of  any  person  who  is  detained  as  having 
entered  or  been  inlisted  as  aforesaid  in  the  service  of  this 
Province,  or  on  the  application  of  any  person  in  his  be- 
half, within  twenty  days  after  his  having  been  detained  as 
aforesaid,  may  and  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed,  inquire 
and  examine  into  the  manner  of  such  entering  or  inlist- 
ment ;  and,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  person  did  not 
enter  or  inlist  voluntarily,  or  was  fraudulently  induced  to 
enter  or  inlist,  then  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  such  mem- 
ber thereof  as  aforesaid,  shall  discharge  such  person. 

That  such  of  the  said  forces  as  the  said  Council  of  Safety 
shall  approve,  be  armed  with  rifles,  and  the  residue  of  them 
be  armed  and  accoutred,  as  soldiers  are  usually  armed  and 
nccoutred,  with  the  publick  arms  already  belonging  to  this 
Province,  and  arms  to  be  provided  at  the  publick  expense, 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  procured  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
such  who  cannot  be  provided  with  publick  arms  may  use 
their  own  fire-locks ;  and  every  man  who  shall  find  his 
own  rifle  shall  be  allowed,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  shillings 
by  the  year,  for  the  use  thereof;  and  those  who  shall  find 
other  fire-locks  for  their  own  use  shall  be  allowed,  each,  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  shillings  p^r  year,  for  the  use  of  such 
Cre-locks. 


That,  if  any  officer  or  soldier  of  the  Regular  Forces,  Mi- 
nute-Men, or  Militia,  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  shall 
lose  a  limb,  or  be  otherwise  maimed  or  hurt,  so  as  to  be 
rendered  incapable  of  earning  a  livelihood,  this  Province 
will  make  provision  for  the  comfortable  support  of  such 
officer  or  soldier. 

That  such  sums  of  money,  as  may  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide houses  for  the  said  troops  during  the  winter  season, 
be,  by  the  permission  and  allowance  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  advanced,  out  of  the  Treasuries  of  the  respective 
Shores  on  which  such  troops  are  stationed,  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  said  Battalion  and  Captains  of  the 
said  Independent  Companies,  to  be  by  them,  respectively, 
laid  out  in  |)roviding  the  said  houses. 

That  the  said  Treasurers,  respectively,  keep  account  of 
such  moneys,  charging  the  said  City  o(  Annapolis,  Town 
of  Baltimore,  and  Counties  aforesaid,  with  the  sums  of 
money  respectively  advanced  for  the  purposes  aforesaid; 
which  sums  of  money  shall,  hereafter,  be  assessed  upon  the 
said  City,  Town,  and  Counties,  to  which  the  same  are,  re- 
spectively, advanced,  above  the  proportion  of  the  said  City, 
Town,  and  Counties,  in  the  general  tax. 

That  such  bedding,  and  covering,  and  fuel,  as  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  shall  judge  fit  and  proper,  be  provided  for  the 
.said  troops,  at  the  Provincial  expense. 

That  proper  tents  and  camp  utensils  be  pro\tided  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  the  said  troops,  at  the  expense  of 
this  Province,  the  said  tents  to  be  used  as  soon  as  the  sea- 
son will  permit. 

Mr.  Johnson  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  theConmiittee  appointed  to  report  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Forces  to  be  raised 
in  this  Province ;  which  was  read,  and  considered,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Rules  for  regulating  and  governing  the  Forces  to  be  raised 
and  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Province  of  Maby- 

LVND. 

FOR  THE  LAND  FORCES. 

Art.  I.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  officers  and 
soldiers  to  attend  Divine  service,  when  their  situation  will 
permit ;  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  behave  irre- 
verently at  any  place  of  Divine  worship,  shall,  if  commis- 
sioned officers,  be  brought  before  a  Court-Martial,  there  to 
be  publickly  and  severely  reprimanded  by  the  President ; 
if  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall  so  ofTend,  he 
shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  one  day's  pay,  and  for  the 
second,  and  every  after  offence,  he  shall  not  only  forfeit  the 
like  sum,  but  be  confined  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-four hours. 

2.  Whatever  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer 
or  soldier  shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration,  shall 
incur  the  penalties  expressed  in  the  preceding  article.  And 
whatsoever  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  practise  any  species  of  gaming,  shall  pay  such 
fine  or  suffer  such  punishment  as  may  be  adjudged. 

3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  behave  himself  with 
contempt  or  disrespect  towards  the  Colonel  or  other  chief 
officer  of  the  land  forces  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  or 
shall  speak  false  words,  tending  to  liis  hurt  or  dishonour, 
shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
his  offence. 

4.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  utter  any  words 
tending  to  raise  a  mutiny,  or  shall  endeavour  to  cause  any 
mutiny  or  make  any  mutinous  assemblies,  shall  be  pu- 
nished according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  offence. 

5.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  excite,  cause,  or  join 
in,  any  actual  mutiny  in  tiie  battalion,  or  in  any  company 
in  the  pay  of  tiiis  Province,  or  in  any  party,  post,  detach- 
ment, or  guard,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment as  may  be  adjudged. 

6.  Any  ollicer  or  soldier  who,  being  present  at  a  mu- 
tiny, does  not  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  suppress  the 
same,  or,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny  or  in- 
tended mutiny,  does  not,  without  delay,  give  information 
thereof  to  his  commanding  or  some  superior  officer,  shall  be 
punished  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  offence. 

7.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike  his  superior 
officer,  or  draw,  or  offjr  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up  any  wea- 
pon, or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  or  shall  disobey  any  lawful  commands  of 
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liis  superior  officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall 
be  adjudged. 

8.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  desert  to  tlie  enemy, 
and  afterwards  be  retaken,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  may  be  adjudged. 

9.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall 
desert,  or,  without  leave  from  l)is  commanding  officer,  ab- 
sent himself  from  the  company  to  which  he  belongs,  or 
from  any  detachment  of  which  he  is  one,  shall  be  jjunished 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

10.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  convicted 
of  having  advised  or  persuaded  any  other  officer  or  sol- 
dier to  desert,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  Ije  ad- 
judged. 

11.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall  have 
power  to  part  and  rjuell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  disorders, 
and  order  offenders  to  be  arrested  and  confined  till  their 
proper  su])erior  officer  shall  be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and 
whosoever  shall  refuse  to  obey  such  officer,  (though  of  an 
inferior  rank.)  or  shall  draw  his  sword  upon  him,  shall  be 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

V2.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful  or 
provoking  speeches  or  gestures  to  another,  nor  shall  pre- 
sume to  send  a  challenge  to  any  person  to  tight  a  duel ;  and 
whosoever  shall,  knowingly  or  willingly,  suffer  any  person 
whatsoever  to  go  forth  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall  second, 
promote,  or  carry  any  challenge,  shall  be  deemed  a  princi- 
pal ;  and  whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  upbraid  another 
for  refusing  a  challenge,  shall,  also,  be  considered  as  a 
challenger;  and  ail  such  offenders,  in  any  of  these  or  such 
like  cases,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

13.  Any  officer  commanding  in  quarters,  or  on  a  march, 
shall  keep  good  order,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  re- 
dress all  such  abuses  or  disorders  which  may  be  committed 
by  any  officer  or  soldier  under  his  command  ;  if  upon  any 
complaint  made  to  him  of  officers  or  soldiers  beating,  or 
otherwise  ill-treating,  any  person,  or  of  committing  any 
kind  of  riot,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
said  commander  who  shall  refuse  or  omit  to  see  justice 
done  on  the  offender  or  offenders,  and  reparation  made  to 
the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the  offender's  wages 
will  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  be 
punished  In  such  manner  as  if  he,  himself,  had  committed 
the  crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 

14.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  should  think  himself  wronged 
by  his  Captain  or  commanding  officer,  and  shall,  upon  ap- 
plication to  him,  be  refused  redress,  he  may  com])lain  to 
the  Colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  said  battalion  to 
obtain  justice,  who  is  hereby  required  to  examine  into  the 
said  complaint,  and  see  that  justice  be  done. 

15.  Whatsoever  non-conmiissioned  officer  or  soldier  shall 
sell,  or  designedly,  or  through  neglect,  waste,  the  ammuni- 
tion, arms,  or  other  military  stores  or  provisions  delivered 
out  to  him,  to  be  used  or  employed  in  the  service,  shall,  if 
an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  sentinel,  and  if  a  private 
soldier,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged. 

16.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall 
be  found  one  mile  from  his  station,  or  the  camp,  without 
leave,  in  writing,  from  his  commanding  officer,  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged. 

17.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  out  of  his  quarters  or 
camp  without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer,  upon 
pen.dty  of  being  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

18.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier  shall 
repair  to  his  quarters  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  tiie  retreat, 
in  default  of  which  he  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence. 

19.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier, 
shall  fail  of  repairing,  at  the  lime  fixed,  to  the  place  of  pa- 
rade or  exercise,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the 
commanding  officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness  or  some 
other  necessity,  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  rendez- 
vous, or  from  his  guard,  without  leave  from  his  command- 
ing officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  or  re- 
lieved, on  penalty  of  being  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence. 

20.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  found 
drunk  on  his  guard,  party,  or  other  duty  under  arms,  shall 
be  cashiered  for  it ;  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 


dier so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
adjudged. 

21.  Whatsoever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon 
his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly 
relieved,  shall  suffer  sucii  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudg- 
ed. 

22.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  Provincial  forces,  who, 
by  discharging  of  fire-arms,  beating  of  drums,  or  by  any 
other  means,  whatsoever,  shall  occasion  false  alarms  in 
camp  or  quarters,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
adjudged. 

23.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall,  without  urgent 
necessity,  or  without  leave  of  his  superior  officer,  quit  his 
platoon  or  division,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence. 

24.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or  offer  any 
insult  or  abuse  to  any  person  who  shall  bring  provisions  or 
other  necessaries  to  any  camp  or  quarters;  smy  officer  or 
soldier  so  offending,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall 
be  adjudged. 

25.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamefully  aban- 
don his  post  in  the  time  of  an  engagement,  shall  suffer 
death  immediately. 

26.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  shamefully  aban- 
don any  post  committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  induce  any 
other  persons  so  to  do,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other 
punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged. 

27.  Any  person  of.  or  belonging  to,  the  said  forces,  bow 
shall  make  known  the  watchword  to  any  person  who  is  not 
entitled  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  discipline 
of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or  watchword 
different  from  what  he  received,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged. 

28.  Whosoever  of,  or  belonging  to,  the  said  forces,  shall 
relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or  ammunition,  or 
shall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an  enemy,  shall  suffer 
such  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged. 

29.  Whosoever  of,  or  belonging  to,  the  said  forces,  shall 
be  convicted  of  holding  a  treacherous  correspondence  with, 
or  of  giving  intelligence  to,  the  enemy,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as 
shall  be  adjudged. 

30.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or  co- 
lours, at  the  time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  search  of 
plunder,  he  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  may  be  ad- 
judged. 

31.  If  any  commander  of  any  post,  intrenchment,  or 
fortress,  shall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  soldiers  under 
his  command  to  surrender  it  to  the  enemy,  or  abandon  it, 
the  offenders  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment 
as  may  be  adjudged. 

32.  If  any  person  shall  use  menacing  words,  signs  or 
gestures,  in  the  presence  of  any  Court-Martial,  when  sit- 
ting, or  shall  cause  any  disorder  or  riot,  so  as  to  disturb  their 
proceedings,  he  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  such 
Court-Martial. 

33.  To  the  end  that  offenders  may  be  brought  to  justice, 
whenever  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  crime  de- 
serving punishment,  he  shall,  by  his  commanding  officer, 
if  an  officer,  be  put  in  arrest ;  if  a  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  either  tried 
by  a  Court-Martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  pro- 
per authority. 

34.  No  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  be  put  in  arrest  or 
imprisonment,  shall  continue  in  his  confinement  more  than 
eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a  Court-Martial  can  be  con- 
veniently assembled. 

35.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost  martial, 
shall  refuse  to  receive  or  keep  any  prisoner  delivered  into 
his  charge  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the  said  forces;  the 
officer,  at  the  same  time,  delivering  an  accusation  signed 
by  himself,  of  the  crime  with  which  the  said  prisoner  is 
ciiarged. 

36.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost  martial, 
shall  presume  to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to  his 
charge,  without  proper  authority  for  so  doing ;  nor  shall  he 
suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being  pu- 
nished for  it  as  may  be  adjudged. 

37.  Every  officer  or  provost  martial,  to  whose  charge 
any  prisoner  shall  be  committed,  is  hereby  required,  with- 
in twenty-four  hours  after  such  commitment,  or  as  soon  as 
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he  shall  be  relieved  from  his  guard,  to  give,  in  wriiing,  to 
the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer  of  ilie  prisoner,  his 
name  and  crime,  and  tiie  name  of  ihe  officer  who  commit- 
ted him,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  for  his  neglect 
as  may  be  adjudged. 

38.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  leave  his  con- 
finement before  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who  con- 
fined him,  or  by  a  superior  power,  shall  be  cashiered  for  it. 

39.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  behave  in  a 
scandalous,  infamous  manner,  such  as  is  unbecoming  the 
character  of  an  officer  and  gentleman,  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

40.  The  officer  commanding  the  said  battalion,  and  every 
officer  commanding  a  company  not  of  the  said  battalion, 
shall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  Commissary  of  Mus- 
ters, assemble  the  battalion  or  company,  under  his  command, 
in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered, 
which  shall  be  done  of  the  said  battalion  once  in  six  weeks 
at  least,  and  of  the  said  other  forces  once  in  ten  weeks  at 
least. 

41.  Every  Field-Officer,  or  other  officer,  commanding 
any  corps,  and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  give  furloughs 
to  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  corps,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be 
most  consistent  with  the  good  of  the  service ;  but  no  offi- 
cer or  soldier  shall  be  absent  above  twenty  days  in  six 
months;  nor  shall  more  than  one  officer  and  two  private 
men  be  absent  at  the  same  time  from  any  one  company, 
excepting  some  extraordinary  occasion  shall  require  it. 

42.  At  every  muster,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  said 
battalion  then  present,  or  the  captain  or  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  said  companies,  not  of  the  battalion  then  present, 
shall  give  to  the  Commissary  of  Musters  certificates  of  the 
musters  signed  by  himself,  signifying  how  long  such  officers, 
non-commissioned  officers,  and  soldiers,  who  shall  not  ap- 
pear at  the  said  muster,  have  been  absent,  and  the  reason 
of  their  absence,  which  reason,  and  the  time  of  absence 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  muster-rolls,  opposite  to  the  re- 
spective names  of  such  absentees;  and  the  said  certificate, 
together  with  the  muster-roll,  shall  be,  by  the  said  Com- 
missary, transmitted  to  the  Council  of  Safety  within  twen- 
ty days  next  after  such  muster  being  taken,  on  failure 
whereof,  the  Commissary  so  offending  shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

43.  Every  officer,  who  shall  sign  a  false  certificate  re- 
lating to  the  absence  of  officers,  or  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, or  private  soldiers,  shall  be  cashiered. 

44.  Every  officer  who  shall  knowingly  make  a  false 
muster  of  any  man,  and  any  officer  or  Commissary,  who 
shall  sign,  allow  or  return  the  muster-rolls  wherein  such 
false  muster  is  contained,  knowing  the  falsity  thereof,  shall 
be  cashiered,  and  forfeit  all  such  pay  as  may  be  due  to  hira 
at  the  time  of  his  conviction  of  such  offence. 

45.  Any  Commissary,  who  shall  take  any  gift  or  gratuity, 
on  the  false  mustering  of  the  said  battalion,  or  any  compa- 
ny, or  for  signing  any  muster-roll,  shall  be  displaced,  and 
forfeit  his  pay,  as  in  the  preceding  article. 

46.  Any  officer,  who  shall  presume  to  muster  any  per- 
son as  a  soldier,  who  at  other  times  is  accustomed  to  wear 
a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  his  duly  as  a  soldier, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  false  muster,  and 
suffer  accordingly. 

47.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  corps,  or  of  any 
garrison  in  the  service  aforesaid,  or  at  any  station  of  any  of 
the  said  forces  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  every  month, 
transmit  to  the  Council  of  Safety  an  exact  return  of  the 
state  of  the  troops  under  his  command,  specifying  the 
names  of  the  officers  not  then  residing  at  their  posts,  and 
the  reason  for,  and  time  of,  their  absence.  And  whoever 
shall,  through  neglect  or  design,  omit  sending  such  returns, 
shall  be  punished  as  may  be  adjudged. 

48.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  suttle  at  any  camp  or 
station,  or  to  any  party  or  detachment  of  the  said  forces, 
before  he  shall  have  obtained  a  license  from  the  command- 
ing officer  thereof,  and  shall  also  have  subscribed  these 
Rules. 

49.  No  sutler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any  kind  of 
liquor,  or  victual,  or  to  keep  his  house  or  shop  open,  for  the 
entertainment  of  soldiers,  after  nine  o'clock  at  nigiit,  or 
before  beating  the  reveilles,  or  upon  Sundays,  between  the 
hours  of  ten  and  one  o'clock,  on  penally  of  being  dismiss- 
ed from  all  future  sultling. 


50.  No  officer  commanding  in  any  camp,  garrison, 
fori,  or  station,  shall  lay  any  duty  or  in^position  upon,  or 
be  interested  in  the  sale  of  any  victuals,  liquors,  or  other 
necessaries  of  life,  or  merchandise  which  are  brought  or 
offered  for  sale  for  the  use  of  the  soldiers,  nor  shall  re- 
ceive or  have  any  gratuity  or  reward  for  any  license  to  any 
sutler,  on  penalty  of  being  discharged  from  the  service. 

51.  Any  commissioned  officer  who  shall  be  guilty  of  any 
fraud  or  embezzlement,  shall  forfeit  all  his  pay  due  at  the 
time  of  his  conviction,  make  restitution,  and  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

52.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall 
embezzle  or  destroy  ammunition,  provisions,  tools,  or  any 
otiier  thing  belonging  to  tlie  publick  stores,  shall  be  pu- 
nished as  may  be  adjudged. 

53.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who  shall  wilfully,  or  through 
negligence,  disobey  any  general  or  special  orders,  shall  be 
punished  as  may  be  adjudged. 

54.  That  no  General  Court-Martial  shall  consist  of  a  less 
number  than  thirteen,  none  of  whom  shall  be  of  a  less  de- 
gree than  a  commissioned  officer,  and  the  President  shall 
be  a  Field-Officer;  which  General  Court-Martial  shall  be 
appointed,  when  and  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require,  by 
the  Council  of  Safety,  or  the  Colonel  or  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  said  battalion ;  and  the  President  shall  adminis- 
ter an  oath  to  the  oilier  members  of  ihe  same  Court,  and 
the  member  next  in  rank  to  the  President  shall  administer 
an  oaih  to  him,  before  the  said  Court  shall  proceed  to  de- 
termine or  hear  any  case,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
"  You,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  you  will  well  and  truly  try, 
and  impartially  determine  the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to 
be  tried,  according  to  the  rules  for  regulating  and  governing 
the  forces  in  the  service  of  this  Province.  So  help  you 
God."  Provided,  That  when  any  person  is  to  be  tried' 
for  his  life,  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  apjwint  twenty-four 
members  at  least,  two  of  which  to  be  Field-Officers,  and  ten 
at  least  to  be  Captains,  out  of  a  list  of  whom  the  offender 
may  strike  all  above  the  number  of  fifteen,  leaving  at  least 
one  Field-Oflicer  and  five  Captains  ;  and  sentence  of  death 
shall  not  be  pronounced,  unless  twelve  of  the  Court-Mar- 
tial concur  in  such  sentence. 

55.  That  no  Inferior  Court-Martial  shall  consist  of  a 
less  number  than  five  commissioned  officers,  unless  in  such 
cases  where  that  number  cannot  be  conveniently  assembled, 
when  three  shall  be  sufficient ;  but  no  person  on  or  against 
whom  the  offence  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed,  shall 
be  a  member  of  any  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  thereof; 
and  in  such  cases  where  three,  for  that  reason,  cannot  be 
had  of  the  same  corps,  garrison,  party,  or  station,  of  the 
offender,  then  with  those  who  are  competent  of  that  corps, 
garrison,  party,  or  station,  and  the  next  most  convenient 
thereto ;  such  Inferior  Court-Martial  shall  be  constituted 
of  five  members  at  least. 

56.  That  all  Inferior  Court-Martials  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion, 
corps,  garrison,  party,  or  station,  to  which  the  offender  be- 
longs, and  the  members  thereof  shall  take  the  same  oath, 
to  be  administered  in  like  manner  as  the  members  of  a  Ge- 
neral Court-Martial, 

57.  That  every  Court-Martial  administer  an  oath  to 
every  witness  jiroduced  before  them  in  the  following  words, 
to  wit :  "  You  do  swear,  that  the  evidence  you  shall  give 
in  the  case  in  hearing,  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  noihing  but  the  truth.     So  help  you  God." 

58.  That  the  members  of  every  Court-Martial  shall  take 
the  same  rank  as  they  hold  in  the  Army,  and  shall  behave 
themselves  with  calmness,  decency,  and  moderation,  and, 
in  giving  in  their  votes,  shall  begin  will)  the  lowest  in  com- 
mission ;  and  the  sentence  of  the  Court  shall  be  given  ac- 
cording to  the  majority  of  votes,  except  in  capital  cases,  as 
before  mentioned. 

59.  That  in  all  trials  of  Field-Oflicers,  two-thirds  of  the 
number  that  constitute  the  Court-Martial  shall  be  of  the 
degree  of  a  Captain  at  least. 

60.  That  no  person  shall  suffer  death  under  any  article, 
unless  the  pain  of  death  is  expressly  annexed  by  such  article 
to  his  crime,  nor  shall  any  person  be  punished  for  any  crime 
or  ofience,  except  for  shamefully  abandoning  his  post  in  an. 
engagement,  iiniil  he  sliall  be  convicted  thereof  by  a  Ge- 
neral or  Inferior  Court-Martial. 

61.  That  no  Inferior  Court-Martial  shall  be  competent 
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to  pass  sentence  for  any  greater  punishment  on  a  commis- 
sioned officer,  than  a  pecuniary  fine,  not  exceeding  twelve 
dollars,  or  reprimand,  or  concession,  or  to  ask  pardon  ;  or  on 
a  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  for  a  !i;realer  punish- 
ment, than  a  pecuniary  fine,  not  exceeding  lialf  a  month's 
pay,  or  for  five  days'  close  imprisonment,  or  for  whipping 
on  the  bare  back  not  exceeding  fifteen  lashes. 

6'2.  That  in  all  cases  where  the  sentence  is  discretionary, 
no  General  Court-Martial  shall  adjudge  the  oftender,  if  a 
commissioned  officer,  to  suffer  any  greater  punishnieni  than 
a  fine  or  forfeiture  of  his  pay  to  the  amount  often  pounds, 
to  make  proper  concessions,  or  to  ask  pardon,  to  be  repri- 
manded or  cashiered,  or  discharged  from  the  service ;  or  if 
the  ofiender  he  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  |)rivate,  a 
forfeiture  of  his  pay  for  one  month,  or  a  fine  to  the  value 
thereof,  close  imprisonment  not  exceeding  ten  days,  or 
(Whipping  with  thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  and 
drumming  out  of  the  company. 

63.  No  sentence  of  dealli  shall  be  executed  on  any 
ofiender  before  the  proceedings  shall  be  certified  to,  and 
approved  by,  the  Council  of  Safety,  who  isiay,  in  ilieir 
discretion,  pardon  the  offender;  nor  shall  any  sentence 
of  a  General  or  Inferior  Court-Martial  for  whipping,  be 
executed  before  the  same  shall  he  made  known  to,  and  ap- 
proved by,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  battalion,  cor])s, 
garrison,  or  station,  to  which  the  offender  belongs,  and 
such  commanding  officer  may,  in  bis  discretion,  remit  such 
punishment. 

64.  All  fines  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  such  per- 
sons as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Court-Martial  that  set  the 
same,  and  shall  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  sick  of  the 
company  to  which  the  offender  belongs. 

65.  That  these  Rules  shall  be  openly  and  distinctly  read 
at  the  head  of  every  corps,  garrison,  company,  or  part  of  a 
company,  stationed  at  any  one  place,  once  at  least,  in  every 
month,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  on  the  officer 
commanding  such  corps,  garrison,  company,  or  part  of  a 
company. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  niorning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  January  1,5,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Ridgdy  qualify  himself  as 
Clerk  Assistant  to  the  Convention,  by  taking  the  oath  of 
office  and  secrecy,  as  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  Clerk. 

A  Certificate  of  said  Ridgely's  qualification  was  pro- 
duced and  filed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  is  willing  and  desirous 
to  contribute  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  relief 
of  their  sister  Colonies  ;  and  as  this  Convention  is  informed 
that  the  Counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton  are  in 
need  of  assistance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minute  Company  in  Dorchester 
County,  commanded  by  Captain  Joseph  Robson,  and  the 
Minute  Company  in  Queen  Anne^s  County,  commanded 
by  Captain  James  Kent,  and  the  Minute  Company  in  Kent 
County,  commanded  by  Captain  William  Henry,  immedi- 
ately march  to  Accomack  and  Northampton  Counties,  in 
Virginia,  to  the  assistance  of  the  iniiabitants  there;  and 
that  if  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  either  of  the  said  com- 
panies cannot  go  on  this  occasion,  then  the  full  number  to 
be  made  up  by  such  volunteers  as  may  offer  for  this  par- 
ticular service. 

That  each  private  be  allowed  for  his  subsistence^  on  his 
march,  one-sixth  part  of  a  dollar  per  day,  and  the  officers 
in  proportion. 

That  Yelverto7i  Peyton  Prohart  be  appointed  Commis- 
sary, to  provide  subsistence  for  the  said  companies  whilst  on 
tlieir  station,  and  that  seven  hundred  Pounds,  common  mo- 
ney be  paid  into  his  hands  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eas- 
tern Shore,  to  be  applied  for  il'at  purpose,  he  giving  bond, 
payable  to  the  President,  in  the  penalty  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds,  current  money,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  expen- 
diture of  the  same,  and  rendering  an  account  and  |)ayment 
of  the  balance,  if  any,  thereof. 

That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County, 
furnish  such  of  the  pnhlick  arms  in  tlieir  possession  as  may 
be  necessary  to  arm  such  men  of  the  said  Minute  Compa- 


nies as  have  not  good  arms  of  their  own  ;  and  if  there  shall 
not  be  sufficient  of  the  puhlick  arms  in  the  possession  of  the 
said  Committee,  then  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Committees  of  Observation  for  the  said  Counties  of  Dor- 
chester, (^iietn  Anne's,  and  Ki:nt,  and  of  the  adjacent  Coun- 
ties, to  borrow  such  arms  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Counties  as  may  be  necessary  to  arm  the  said  companies ; 
which  arms,  so  borrowed,  shall  be  valued,  and  a  receipt 
passed  therefor,  to  the  end  that  the  owners  may  be  paid  for 
the  same  by  this  Province,  in  case  the  said  arms  be  not  re- 
turned in  good  order ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  said 
inhabitants,  to  lend  such  spare  arms,  as  they  have,  and  may 
be  necessary  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  companies  be  relieved  at  the  end  of  eight 
weeks,  at  furthest,  from  their  arrival  at  their  station,  and  be 
entitled  to  the  sasue  pay  and  rations  as  troops  in  the  (Con- 
tinental Army. 

That  one  hundred  Pounds  be  advanced  to  the  Captain 
of  each  of  the  said  companies,  out  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Eastern  Shore,  to  be  applied  to  defray  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  the  march  of  their  companies,  and  that  exact  accounts 
be  rendered  of  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  by  the  Cap- 
tains and  Commissary. 

That  the  said  Conmiissary,  for  his  trouble,  be  entitled  to 
the  pay  of  forty  dollars  per  calendar  month. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Companies,  or  other  officers  commanding  such  In- 
dependent Companies,  or  any  part  thereof,  respectively,  do, 
as  occasions  may  require,  apply  to  some  adjacent  Surgeon 
or  Physician,  to  attend  any  sick  or  wounded  soldier  under 
his  command  ;  and  that  such  Surgeon's  or  Physician's  rea- 
sonable account  for  such  attendance,  and  for  medicines 
found  and  administered  by  him,  be  allowed  and  paid  by  the 
publick. 

That  necessary  fuel  be  found  for  the  said  forces  in  tlie  ser- 
vice of  this  Province,  at  the  expense  thereof,  as  may  he 
ordered  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem. — Convention  met.  Mr.  Tyler  and  ]Mr. 
Sim  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  powers  and  authorities 
of  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  have  con- 
tinuance until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Convention, 
and  no  longer,  unless  otherwise  resolved,  in  this  or  the  said 
next  session  of  Convention,  any  thing  in  the  Resolves  of 
this  or  the  last  Convention,  or  any  of  them,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  rank  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  to  wit:  Brigadiers-General,  Colonels,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels, First  Majors,  Second  Majors,  Captains, 
First  Lieutenants,  Second  Lieutenants,  Ensigns ;  the  Bri- 
gadiers-General as  to  each  other,  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth,  according  to  their  numbers ;  the  other  Officers  as 
to  others  holding  like  Commissions,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Battalion  to  which  they  belong;  and  if  they  should 
not  belong  to  any  Battalion,  then  next  after  the  Officers  hold- 
ing in  Battalions  the  like  Commissions  as  themselves,  and, 
as  toeach" other,  according  to  the  number  of  the  first  Bat- 
talion in  their  respective  County.  But  after  the  places  in 
the  Militia  now  enrolled  shall  have  been  once  filled  up,  and 
the  "Officers  sliall  have  accepted  their  Commissions,  on  the 
filling  up  any  places  that  may  again  become  vacant,  such 
Officers,  as  shall  be  thereafter  appointed  to  such  places,  shall 
hold  rank,  amongst  others  of  the  same  degree  as  themselves, 
according  to  the  dates  of  their  respective  Coniniissions  only; 
and  all  Battalions  to  be  hereafter  formed,  shall  be  numbered 
by  the  successive  numbers  fjllowing  the  last  number  of  those 
already  formed,  or  allowed,  by  this  Convention,  according  to 
the  time  of  issuing  the  Commission  to  the  respective  Col- 
onel, 

That  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  hold  no  rank  with  those 
of  the  Regular  Forces,  unless  at,  and  during  such  times  as 
they  act  together,  and  that  when  they  do  act  together,  they 
rank  in  the  following  order:  Field-Officers  of  ilie  Regular 
Troop--,  Brigadiers-General  and  First  Colonels  of  the  Mi- 
litia ;  Captains  of  the  Regular  Troops,  Lieutenant-Colonels 
and  Majors  of  Militia  ;  Lieutenants  of  the  Regular  Troops, 
Captains  and  Lieutenants  of  Militia  ;  Ensigns  of  Regular 
Troops,  Ensigns  of  Militia.     The  Officers  of  Minute-Men 
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to  rank  next  above  the  Officers  holding  the  like  Commis- 
sions in  the  Miiilia. 

That  any  part  of  the  Militia  in  actual  service,  during  the 
time  of  their  actual  service  only,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
Rules  made  by  this  Convention,  for  regulating  and  govern- 
ing  the  Forces  to  be  raised  and  employed  in  the  service  of 
this  Province,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and 
rations  as  the  Regular  Forces,  and  no  more ;  but  General  and 
Inferior  Court-Martials  shall  be  composed  of  Militia  Offi- 
cers only,  and  the  punishment  of  whipping  shall  not  be 
adjudged  agiiinst,  or  inflicted  on,  any  man  serving  in  the 
Militia. 

Mr.  Joseph  Dashiell  has  leave  of  absence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  16,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yester- 
day.    The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Annapolis  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  Tliat  where  any  person,  or  per- 
sons, chosen,  or  to  be  chosen,  of  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  any  County  or  District,  shall  refuse  to  act,  if  the 
number  so  refusing  to  act  in  any  one  County  or  District,  shall 
not  at  one  and  the  same  time  exceed  one-fourth  part  of  the 
whole  number  of  tlie  said  Committee,  any  part  of  the  resi- 
due of  tlie  same  Conmiittee,  not  less  than  two-third  parts 
of  the  same  residue,  met  together  after  notice,  may  elect  one 
other  of  the  most  discreet  freemen  of  the  said  County  or 
District,  to  be  of  the  Committee  in  the  stead  of  each  per- 
son so  refusing  to  act ;  and  the  place  of  any  person  dying 
may  be  filled  up  in  like  manner;  and  the  same  rule  shall 
also  be  observed,  where  any  member  of  a  Con)mittee  of 
Observation  shall,  in  writing  under  his  hand,  decline  to  act, 
or  shall  be  disqualified  by  the  acceptance  of  a  commission 
in  the  Regular  Forces ;  but  in  case  the  vacancies  shall,  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  exceed  the  said  one-fourth  part,  then  a 
majority  of  those  who  remain  of  the  same  Committee,  met 
together,  may  appoint,  and  give  ten  days'  notice  at  least, 
by  advertisements  set  up  in  the  most  publick  places  of  the 
County  or  District,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the  election  of 
Committee-Men  in  the  stead  of  tliose  whose  places  shall  be 
so  vacant,  and  the  election  shall  be  made  accordingly,  by 
those  who  are  qualified  to  vote  for  Committee-Men,  in  the 
presence  of  three,  at  least,  of  the  same  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Poit  Meridiem. — Convention  met. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  two  hundred  and  forty 
copies  of  the  Association,  ordered  by  the  last  Convention 
to  be  tendered  to  and  subscribed  by  the  freemen  of  this 
Province,  be  forthwith  printed  ;  and  that  forty  of  the  said 
copies  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Balti- 
more County,  forty  of  the  said  copies  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  the  Upper  District  of  Frederick  County, 
and  the  residue  of  them  in  equal  proportions  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Counties ;  and  the  Committees  afore- 
said, oi  Baltimore  County  and  the  Upper  District  of  Frede- 
rick County,  shall  cause  the  said  Association  to  be  tender- 
ed, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  to  every  free- 
man in  the  Hundreds  of  their  County  and  District,  respec- 
tively, where  the  said  Association  hath  not  been  already 
generally  tendered  to  the  said  freemen,  to  be  subscribed  by 
them,  according  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Convention  ; 
and  every  person  who  shall  not  sign  the  said  Association  at 
the  time  of  tendering  the  same  to  him,  or  within  ten  days 
thereafter,  shall  be  in  the  same  condition  as  if  the  same  had 
been  tendered  to  him  according  to  the  said  former  Resolu- 
tions, and  he  had  refused  or  neglected  to  have  subscribed 
the  same  ;  and  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  each 
County  shall  leave  one  or  more  of  the  Association  Papers 
in  the  custody  of  some  person,  or  persons,  to  be  by  them, 
respectively,  appointed,  at  some  house  in  their  County 
town,  and  also  at  Georgetown  and  Hagerstoum,  in  Frtde- 
rtctCounty,  and  shall  give  publick  notice  thereof  by  adver- 
tisements, so  that  such  of  the  freemen  of  this  Province, 
who  have  not  done  so  already,  may  subscribe  the  same. 

That  every  freeman  within  this  Province  who  hath  not 


already,  nor  before  the  eleventh  day  of  April  next,  shall 
have  subscribed  the  Association  aforesaid,  shall  within  five 
days  after  the  said  last  mentioned  day,  deliver  up  to  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  his  County,  all  his  fire-arms, 
if  he  hath  any,  except  pistols  ;  and  every  person  who  shall 
neglect  to  do  the  same,  may  be  disarmed  by  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  his  County,  in  like  manner 
as  tliose  who  ought  to  enroll  in  the  Militia  and  refuse  to  do 
so,  and  the  arms  of  the  non-Associators  shall,  and  may  be, 
disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  the  arms  of  those  who 
refuse  to  enroll  in  the  Militia  ;  and,  moreover,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Observation  of  each  County  in  this  Province,  may, 
in  their  discretion,  award  and  order  any  freeman  of  this 
Province,  not  associating  as  aforesaid,  found  within  their 
County,  whether  such  freeman  be  a  resident  of  their 
County  or  not,  to  enter  into  bond  with  good  and  sufficient 
security,  in  such  penalty  as  they  may  think  fit,  payable  to 
the  President  of  the  Convention,  for  the  time  being,  by 
name,  conditioned,  that  if  such  non-Associator  shall  be- 
have himself  peaceably  and  quietly  in  the  present  unhappy 
contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies :  that  he 
shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  betray  or  give  intelligence  to 
the  enemy  of  any  councils  or  preparations  of  the  Congress, 
or  any  Convention  or  Assembly,  or  Council  or  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  or  any  other  Province  or  Colony ;  and 
that  he  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  correspond,  by  let- 
ter, message,  or  otherwise,  during  the  said  contest,  with 
any  British  Minister,  Secretary  of  State,  Member  of  Par- 
liament, or  any  person  out  of  this  Province,  holding  an 
office,  civil,  or  military,  immediately  under  the  Crown,  or 
with  any  other  person  in  arms  against  these  Colonies, 
knowing  such  person  to  be  in  arms,  then  the  above  obliga- 
tion to  be  void.  But  if  any  such  non-Associator  shall 
choose  to  quit  this  Province  and  go  beyond  sea,  then  the 
Committee  of  Observation  of  the  County  to  which  he  be- 
long<i,  may,  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  grant  him  a  pass- 
port to  leave  this  country  in  peace,  and  go  beyond  the  sea, 
carrying  with  him  his  property,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
any  person  refusing  to  sign  the  said  Association,  and  to 
give  bond  as  aforesaid,  and  continuing  to  reside  within  this 
Province,  may  be  imprisoned  by  the  Coinmittee  of  Obser- 
vation of  the  County  in  which  such  non-Associator  resides 
or  may  be  found,  until  the  Convention  then  next  after  such 
imprisonment  shall  have  taken  order  therein.  And  in 
case  any  non-Associator  shall  quit  this  country  and  leave 
an  Estate  in  this  Province,  such  Estate  shall  he  burdened 
with  a  proportionate  part  of  tlie  expense  incurred  by  this 
Province  in  defence  of  American  liberty;  hut  these  Reso- 
lutions are  not  to  extend  to  the  household  of  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governour.  All  which  Association  Papers  that 
shall  be  subscribed  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the 
names  of  all  those  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  subscribe 
the  same,  and  all  original  bonds  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  next  Convention.  Provided,  That 
where  any  person  hath  not,  nor  shall  actually  refuse  to 
subscribe  the  Association,  but  shall  only  have  neglected  to 
subscribe  the  same,  if  he  doth  afterwards  sign  the  same 
before  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  his  County,  be 
shall  not  be  disarmed  for  his  neglect,  nor  compellable  to 
give  any  such  bond  as  before  mentioned. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  where  there  are  any  Com- 
panies of  Militia  in  the  several  Counties,  which  are  left  out 
of  their  Battalions  already  formed,  or  where  there  may  be 
any  surplus  Companies  in  the  several  Counties,  after  form- 
ing the  Miiilia  into  Battalions,  as  directed  by  the  last  Con- 
vention, the  Brigadier-General  of  the  District  may,  at  his 
discretion,  form  the  said  Companies  into  Corps,  and  return 
the  same  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  who  may  appoint  and 
commission  such  Field-Officers  as  may  by  them  be  judged 
proper  and  necessary  to  command  such  corps. 

The  following  Report  was  taken  into  consideration : 
The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  truth  of  the 
facts  set  forth  in  a  Memorial  from  the  Justices  of  Balti- 
more County  Court,  and  report  their  opinion  tiieroon. 

Do  Report,  That  the  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Baltimore  County,  arises  from  the 
uncommon  increase  of  Taxes  therein,  extraordinary  assess- 
ments being  made  foe  the  erecting  puiilick  Buildings  and 
Bridges,  clearing,  straightening,  opening,  grubbing,  and 
stoning  Roads,  and  paying  their  proportion  towards  build- 
ing a  Prison,  Court-House,  &c.,  in  Harford  County. 
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That  sundry  Inhabitants  of  J5a/<tmore  County  were,  and  House,  Prison,  &.C.,  be,  pursuant  to  said  act,  assessed  and 
are  averse  to  clearing,  opening,  and  straij;htening,  said  levied  by  the  Justices  of  said  County,  on  tlie  Inhabitants 
Roads,  and  intended  to  petition  tiie  Legislative  IBody  of  thereof;  but,  if  trade  and  coiiinierce  shall  not  be  reslored, 
this  Province  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  the  same,  so  as  to  enable  the  people  of  said  County  to  discharge  the 
or  an  alteration  thereof,  in  such  parts  as  they  apprehended  said  tax,  the  legislative  authority,  for  the  time  being,  will 
aggrieved  tiiem  ;  but  being  prevented  by  the  unhappy  dis-  suspend  the  payment  of  the  same,  or  otherwise  order  ihere- 
putes  subsisting  between  tlie  Colonies  and  Great  Britain,  in,  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient, 
from  making  application  for  redress  of  such  apprehended  That  the  money  already  collected,  or  hereafter  to  be  col- 
grievances,  to  the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  they  have  lected  for  the  same,  shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
been  led  into  an  unlawful  and  unwarrantable  o[)position  to  Commissioners  of  Harford  County,  aforesaid,  and  be  by 
the  collection  of  the  publick  Taxes,  which  the  necessary  them  put  out  on  interest  for  the  use  of  said  County,  until 
embargo  laid  on  our  ports  has  tended  greatly  to  increase.  the  dispute  therein,  relative  to  the  place  where  said  Court- 
That  a  great  number  of  the  said  Inhabitants  have  paid  House  and  Prison  shall  be  erected,  be  hereafter  determined 
the  said  Taxes,  and  they  being  imposed  by  virtue  of  sundry  by  the  legislative  authority  for  the  time  being, 
nets  of  ihe  Assembly  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  the  Ordered,  That  Edward  Davis  be  discharged  from  fur- 
residue  of  the  said  Inhabitants  are  m  duly  bound  to  pay  tj,er  custody. 

tiiose  already  assessed,  as  they  clearly  had  it  in  their  power  „           .         „      ,     ,    m.      ^        ■     .^^ 

-     >■    '            •          •              ■    •                     ,        .       r^      .  Q[,  motion,  liesolved,   Ihat  Captain  Thomas  Johnson, 


to  discharge  them,  the  ports  being  open,  and  a  price  offered 
for  all  manner  of  country  produce,  till  the  lOlh  oi  Septem- 
ber last. 

That  the  remainder  of  the  said  money,  directed  by  the 
said  acts  of  Assembly  to  be  levied,  ought,  by  the  Justices 
of  the  said  County,  pursuant  to  the  said  acts,  to  be  assessed  ; 
but  if  trade  and  commerce  should  not  be  restored  in  such 
manner  as  to  enable  the  people  of  the  said  County  to  dis- 
charge the  said  taxes,  that  the  legislative  authority  for  the 
time  being  ought,  in  such  circumstances,  to  suspend  the 
payment  of  the  same  (except  such  part  thereof  as  shall  be 
assessed  for  the  paying  for  the  building  of  the  Poor-House 
and  Inspection- House  in  said  County,)  or  take  order  therein 
in  such  other  way  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  expedient. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Money 


motion. 
Junior's,  and  Captain  William  Hyde's  Company  of  Mili- 
tia, in  the  City  o^  Annapolis,  be  Independent  Companies, 
but  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations  as  the  oilier 
Militia  of  this  Province,  where  such  rules  and  regulations 
will  apply  to  their  circumstances,  as  well  when  the  said 
Companies  are  in  actual  service  as  otherwise.  And,  that 
Captain  Richard  Harwood,  Junior's,  William  Brogden's, 
Edward  Tillard's,  John  Weems's,  John  Steward's,  John 
Deale's,  and  Richard  Chciv's  Companies  of  Militia,  in 
Anne  Arundel  County,  compose  a  Battalion,  any  thing  in 
the  Resolves  of  the  last  Convention,  or  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Anne  Arundel  County, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

On  motion.   Resolved,  That  there  be  a  District  in  Fre- 


appropriated  for  loan,  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Baltimore  Coun-  ^erick  County,  bounded  on  the  east  by  Licking  Creek,  to 

ty,  for  clearing  and  opening  Roads,  by  act  of  Assembly,  include  all  that  part  of  the  said  County  which  lies  to  the 

and  delivered  out  by  the  Commissioners  for  emitting  bills  ^^^^  of  the  said  Creek. 

of  credit  to  the  Supervisors  of  said  Roads,  or  so  "much  '^^^^  '''^  freemen,  and  others,  entitled  to  vote  for  Dele- 
thereof  as  hath  been  unexpended,  and  all  sums  levied,  or  8^'^^  '"  Convention,  by  the  Resolves  of  the  last  Conven- 
hereafter  to  be  levied,  on  the  Inhabitants  of  said  County,  ''0">  ""^et  at  Skiptoti,  in  the  said  District,  on  a  day  to  be 
for  the  purpose  of  repaying  the  same,  shall  be  paid  into  the  appointed,  and  choose,  by  ballot,  one  discreet  and  sensible 
hands  of  the  said  Commissioners,  to  be  by  them  let  out  f'eenian,  of  the  said  District,  to  join  the  other  Delegates 
upon  interest,  (except  so  much  thereof  as  hath  been  ex-  '^°"'  /'VerfcncA:  County,  and  vote  in  Conventions  hereafter 
pended,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  said  act  they  are  di-  '°  ^^  ''^''^  ^°''  ''''^  Province. 

reeled  to  let  out  on  interest  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  Pro-  That  the  said  election  be  held  under  the  inspection  of 
vince ;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  money,  so  collected,  or  to  ^"''^  persons  as  may  be  chosen  and  appointed  by  the  free- 
be  hereafter  collected,  of  the  said  Inhabitants — except  so  '"^"  °f  'hat  District  for  the  purpose,  and  be  conducted  in 
much  thereof  as  hath  been  expended)  with  interest  thereon  ^^'^  ^'""^  manner,  and  under  the  same  rules,  as  laid  down 
accruing,  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  such  use  of  the  said  ''y  '^"^  '^^'  Convention  for  choosing  Delegates. 
County  as  shall  be  ordered  and  directed  by  the  legislative  That  the  freemen  of  the  said  District  choose  fifteen  dis- 
authority,  for  the  time  being.  creet  and  sensible  men,  of  the  same  District,  to  be  a  Corn- 
That  the  Supervisors  of  the  said  Roads,  in  said  County,  m'l'ee  for  the  said  District,  any  seven  of  them  to  act ;  and 
shall,  respectively,  render  to  the  said  Commissioners,  by  '''3'  '''^  election  be  made  agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the 
them  to  be  laid  before  the  legislative  authority  for  the  time  '^^^  Convention. 

being,  a  true,  full,  and  fair  account,  on  oath,  of  all  moneys  On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  from  the  Inhabi- 

by  them,  respectively,  laid  out  and  expended,  by  virtue  of  tants  of  the  City  o{  Annapolis, 

the  said  act  of  Assembly,  and  to  whom,  and  for  what  the  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration 

same  shall  have  been  paid  and  expended.  till  the  next  session  of  Convention. 


Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Merediem.     Convention  met. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  do  highly  disapprove 


That  the  sum  of  money  collected,  or  to  be  collected  in 
said  County,  for  the  building  of  a  Prison  and  Court-House 
in  Harford  County,  &z,c.,  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Harford  County,  aforesaid,  and 
be  by  them  put  out  on  interest,  for  the  use  of  the  same 

County,  until  the  dispute  in  the  same  County,  relative  of  the  negligence  of  many  of  the  People  of  this  Province, 
to  the  place  where  said  Prison  and  Court-House,  &.C.,  in  not  paying  off  their  levies,  which  ought  to  have  been 
shall  be  erected  and  built,  be  hereafter  determined  by  the  P*''^  3"*^  discharged  the  last  Summer;  and  much  more  so, 
legislative  authority  for  the  time  being.  of  the  combinations  in  some  few  parts  of  this  Province, 

against  the  payment  of  levies  ;  such  conduct  evidently  lead- 
ing to  throw  this  Province  into  the  disorder,  confusion,  and 
anarchy,  desired  by  the  inveterate  enemies,  and  dreaded  by 
the  real  friends  to  American  liberty. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Convention  will,  if  ne- 


All  which  is  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  boa 
Durable  House. 

After  consideration  of  the  same,  the  questioti  was  put, 
That  the  House  concur  therewith  ? 
Resolved,  in  the  affirmative 


r^r, „«„.:«.,  ..a:  .-n  .  ■       <    ,r    r        cessary,  aid   the  officers  with  their  utmost  power,  m  the 

Uonvention  adjourns  tdl  to-morrow  morn  inij,  ha  f  after    „„ii„„,;I.„  „r  ,k„  i„  •        i-  i         i..     i       '.        '      ,  . 
,„  r,'Mf^n\r  collectiou  ol  the  levies  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  iii 


nine  o'clock 


Convention  met. 


the  Summer  past ;  yet  those  officers  are  requested  not  to 
distrain  the  effects  of  those  whose  extreme  poverty  disables 
them  from  paying. 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  several  County 
Courts  ought  to  assess  the  Inhabitants  of  their  Counties, 
agreeable  to  the  acts  of  Assembly  of  this  Province  ;  but,  as 
the  People  may  not  be  able,  if  the  unhappy  differences 
ney  directed  by  act  of  Assembly  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  with  Great  Britain  should  continue,  to  pay  the  whole  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Harford  County,  for  building  the  Court-    the  assessments  for  building  Court-Houses,  Churches  and 


Wednesday,  January  17,  1776. 

All  Members  present,  as  on  yester- 
^     ■■  ' The  Pro- 


day,  except  Mr.  J.  Dashiell  and  Mr.  Ware. 
ceedings  of  yesterday  were  read 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  residue  of  the  sum  of  Mo- 
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for  the  like  extraordinary  charges,  and  a  Convention  will, 
probably,  again  meet  before  the  time  of  payment,  the  legis 
lative  autliority,for  the  time  being,  will  make  further  order, 
as  to  the  payment  of  such  assessments,  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  people  may  require,  and  the  application  of 
the  money  assessed  will  admit;  it  being  the  Bxed  intention 
of  this  (Junvention  to  support  order  in  the  community,  and 
ease  the  good  people  of  ihis  Province  as  far  as  possible. 

On  reading  the  following  application  q(  John  Archer  &nd 
James  Harris,  of  Harford  County: 

"December  6,  1775, 

"Gentlemen:  We  are  fully  convinced  of  the  publick 
utility  of  Factories,  and  would,  therefore,  make  an  overture 
to  you,  to  undertake  a  Flax  or  Hemp  Manufactory. 

"  To  carry  on  the  above  branch  of  business  to  any  effect, 
we  should  stand  in  need  of  three  hundred  pounds,  which 
we  would  engage  to  remit  in  linen,  of  such  sizes  as  you 
would  recommend,  at  the  following  times : 

"  One-third  of  the  above  sum  the  1st  of  Ju/icnext ;  one- 
third  niore  on  ihe  1st  of  September  ;  and  the  remaining  third 
the  1st  of  December,  177G.  The  cost  we  will  cheerfully 
transmit  therewith,  and  leave  the  price  to  the  honourable 

Convention.  ,,  t  a 

"John  Archer, 

"  James  Harris. 

"  To  the   Delegates  of  Harford  County,  now   sitting  in 
.    Convention." 

Ilcsolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  out 
of  the  Treasury  of  this  Province,  be  advanced  to  the  said 
John  Archer  and  James  Harris,  agreeable  to  their  appli- 
cation aforesaid,  on  their  giving  bond,  with  good  security, 
payable  to  the  Honourable  iWn^/ieu-  YV/^/imim,  Esq.,  Tho- 
mas Johnson,  Jun.,  and  Charles  Carruil,  Barrister,  Es- 
quires, conditioned  for  the  performance  of  the  terms  in  the 
said  application  mentioned.  ' 

Resolved,  That  a  new  election  of  two  Representatives, 
for  Charles  County,  in  the  room  of  fVilliam  Smallwood 
and  Francis  Ware,  Esquires,  a  new  election  of  one  Re- 
presentative for  Si.  Mary's  County,  in  the  room  of  John 
Allen  Thomas,  Esq.,  and  one  in  Cecil  County,  in  the 
room  of  Nathaniel  Ramsey,  Esq.,  whose  seats  will  become 
vacant  on  their  acceptance  of  commissions  in  the  Regular 
Forces  of  this  Province,  be  had,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
may  be,  in  the  presence  of  two,  or  more,  of  the  Delegates 
of  those  Counties,  respectively;  the  elections  to  be  by  bal- 
lot, and  in  like  manner  as  the  election  of  Delegates  is  di- 
rected by  Resolutions  of  the  last  Convention,  ten  days' 
notice,  at  least,  excluding  tlie  day  of  notice  and  day  of 
election,  of  the  times  of  each  of  the  said  elections,  respec- 
tively, being  given,  by  advertisements  set  up  in  the  most 
publick  places  in  the  said  Counties. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  where  judg- 
ments have  been,  or  shall  be  obtained,  (except  in  eject- 
ment, trespass,  trover,  replevin,  detinue,  real  actions,  ac- 
tions for  words,  for  money,  and  tobacco,  actually  liad  and 
received  by  one  person  for  the  use  of  another,  attachment 
under  the  late  act  of  Assembly,  and  against  non-residents, 
and  actions  upon  Loan  Office  bonds,)  the  Creditor  shall,  at 
his  election,  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Debtor  a  bond, 
with  security,  for  the  debt  and  costs  of  the  said  Judgments, 
or  to  take,  by  fieri  facias,  any  tobacco,  wheat,  or  corn,  (but 
no  other  effects,)  of  the  Debtof,  leaving  to  such  Debtor 
sufficient  to  support  his  family;  but,  that  no  capias  ad  sa- 
tisfaciendum be  issued,  in  any  case,  (except  in  the  cases 
above  excepted,)  where  the  Debtor  v.-ill  give  bond  and  se- 
curity, when  required,  as  aforesaid,  or  where  the  effects, 
aforesaid,  are  tendered  to  tiie  Creditor,  at  such  price  as  may 
be  settled  by  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  County 
in  which  such  Debtor  resides. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  Tliat  all  Rents,  other  than  Rents 
for  Houses,  may  be  hereafter  paid,  and  shall  be  received,  in 
tobacco,  and  other  cotmtry  produce,  at  a  reasonable  value, 
to  be  set  by  the  Committees  of  Observation  :  and  that  no 
Rents  ought  to  be  changed  ijito  money,  from  tobacco,  and 
other  country  produce,  in  which  they  have  been,  heretofore, 
usually  paid. 

Resolved,  That  seven  persons,  four  of  whom  residing 
upon  the  fi'estern,  and  three  upon  the  Eastern  Shore,  be 
chosen,  by  ballot,  to  constitute  a  Council  of  Safety,  for  the 
Province  of  Maryland,  to  superintend   and  execute  the 


Resolutions  of  this  Convention,  and  to  promote  the  pru- 
dent and  necessary  preparations  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  the  said  Province,  and  to  give  such  necessary 
assistance  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies  as  may,  by  the  said 
Council  be  judged  proper. 

That  each  member  of  the  ?:\id  Council  of  Safety  be 
allowed  and  paid  fourteen  Shillings,  common  money,  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  this  Province,  for  every  day  such  member 
shall  sit,  or  be  absent  from  home  on  publick  business. 

Tiiat  any  four  or  more  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety 
convened,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  direct  and  regulate 
the  operations  of  the  Regular  Forces,  the  Minute-Men  and 
Militia  of  this  Province,  and  may  grant  all  military  com- 
missions, appoint  and  commission  all  Field  and  Com- 
mission Otticers,  and  regulate  the  rank  of  all  Military 
Officers,  not  appointed  by  this  Convention,  and,  in  the  re- 
cess of  Convention,  call  forth  the  Regular  Forces  aforesaid, 
and  Minute-Men  into  action  in  any  place,  or  places,  within 
this  or  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  and  the  Militia  into 
action  in  any  place,  or  places,  within  this  Province,  at  such 
time  and  times,  in  such  |iroportions,  and  on  such  occasions 
as  the  said  Council  may  judge  necessary,  and  do  all  such 
other  matters  and  things  for  the  defence,  protection  and 
security  of  this  Province,  and  for  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  neighbouring  Provinces,  as  they  shall  deem  necessary 
and  expedient. 

That  any  Officer  of  the  said  Regular  F'orces,  Minute- 
.Men,  or  Militia,  may  be  suspended  from  the  exercise  of  his 
commission  by  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  and  if  the  said 
Council  of  Safety  shall  think  proper,  they  may  displace 
any  Officer,  and  apjioint  and  commission  another  in  his 
stead,  and  may,  on  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of 
any  Officer  in  the  Regular  Forces,  Minute-Men,  or  Militia, 
appoint  and  commission  another  in  his  stead,  and  the  said 
Council  of  Safety  may  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  the  Regular 
Troops  aforesaid,  Minute-Men  and  Militia,  by  whatever 
means  occasioned. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  draw  out  of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted,  or  order- 
ed to  he  emitted  by  this  Convention,  (except  such  part 
thereof  as  is  appropriated  to  call  in  and  exchange  the  bills  of 
credit  emitted  by  the  last  Convention.)  any  sum,  or  sums, 
which  may  by  them  be  judged  necessary  to  carry  the 
several  Resolutions  of  this  Convention  into  execution,  for 
paying  and  discharging  all  contracts  made,  or  to  be  made, 
for,  and  on  behalf  of,  this  Province,  and  for  the  defence 
and  protection  of  this  Province,  or  for  paying  and  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  any  part  of  the  said  Reguhir  Troops 
and  Minute-Men,  which  may  be  ordered  to  any  of  the 
neighbouring  Provinces. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  have  power  and  au- 
thority to  arrest,  and,  on  hearing,  confine  and  imprison  till 
the  next  Convention,  all  such  persons  within  this  Province 
as  shall  have  been,  or  may  be,  guilty  of  high  and  dangerous 
offences,  tending  to  disunite  the  people  of  this  Province  in 
their  present  opposition,  or  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  .(Ame- 
rica; and,  also,  have  power  and  authority  to  hear,  try  and 
imprison  till  the  end  of  the  next  Convention,  or  banish  all 
such  offenders,  guilty  of  the  offence  aforesaid,  as  may  be 
sent  to  them  by  the  several  Committees  of  Observation. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  have  full  power  and 
authority  to  pardon  all  offenders  upon  whom  sentence  of 
deatii  shall  be  pronounced  by  a  Court-Martial,  under  the 
Rules  passed  by  this  Convention  for  governing  the  Forces 
raised,  or  to  be  raised,  within  this  Province,  for  the  defence 
thereof. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  may  call  a  meeting  of 
the  Convention  of  Maryland  before  the  time  to  which  it 
may  be  adjourned,  and  that  any  two  Members  may  call  a 
meeting  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  may  draw  upon  the 
Treasuries  of  the  Western  and  Eastern  Shores  for  all 
charges  and  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  their 
office. 

That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  sit  constantly,  if  the  ser- 
vice requires  it,  and  that  their  ordinary  sessions  he  held  at 
the  City  of  Annapolis  or  Baltimore  Town,  but  the  place  of 
silting  may  be  changed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Coun- 
cil, to  any  other  part  of  the  Province,  where  the  |)ublick 
service  may  require  it. 

That  every  Member  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  be- 
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fore  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  ofllce,  take,  before 
some  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  the  following  oath,  to  wit : 
"  You,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  that  any  matter  or  tiling  which 
sliali  come  to  your  knowledge  as  a  Member  of  the  Council 
of  Safety,  which  is  ordered  to  be  kept  secret  by  a  majority 
of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  you  will  not  divulge,  unless 
to  the  Deputies  in  Congress  for  this  Province,  with  the 
permission  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  or  to  a  Conven- 
tion of  Delegates,  or  Member  of  the  said  Council  of  Safely, 
or  with  the  permission  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety  or  Con- 
vention. So  help  you  6ro(/."  And  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
said  Council  of  Safety  shall  take  an  oath  in  the  said  form, 
except  instead  of  the  words,  "  as  a  Member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,"  inserting,  "as  Clerk  to  the  Council  of 
Safety." 

Tliat  the  said  Council  of  Safety  continue  till  the  end  of 
the  next  Convention,  and  no  longer,  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  next  Convention,  and  that  they  render  an 
account  of  their  Proceedings,  and  always  be  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Convention. 

That  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Esq.,  and  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Jo/im  Hall,  and  Ben- 
jamin Itumscy,  Esquires,  of  the  fVestcrri  Shore,  and  James 
Tilghman,  Thomas  Smyth,  and  Thomas  Bedingfield 
Hands,  Esquires,  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  be  the  said  Coun- 
cil of  Safety. 

That  if  any  person,  or  persons,  elected  or  appointed  to 
be  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  shall  decline  or  refuse  to 
act,  or  shall  die  before  tlie  next  Convention,  the  other 
Members  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  (being  four  at  the 
least,)  may  elect  and  appoint  one  other  in  the  room  of  each 
person  who  shall  so  decline,  or  refuse  to  act,  or  die,  which 
person,  or  persons,  so  elected  and  appointed,  shall  take  the 
same  oath,  and  have  the  same  powers  and  authorities,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  Members,  as  are  given  by  this 
Convention  to  the  said  Council. 

The  Journal  of  Accounts  was  read  and  assented  to. 
Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
the  several  Claims  allowed  in  the  same. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after 
nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  January  18,  1776. 
Convention  met.   All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  W.  Ennalls,  Mr.  G.  Dashiell,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr. 
Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Mason.     The  Proceedings  of  yester- 
day were  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil  County,  or  his  order,  out 
of  the  bills  of  credit  in  his  hands,  three  hundred  Pounds, 
common  money,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  Linen  and 
Woollen  Manufactory. 

Whereas,  it  is  necessary  for  securing  the  evidences  of 
the  property  of  the  good  people  of  this  Province,  that  the 
Records  of  the  Land  Office,  Secretary's,  and  Commissary's 
Offices;  and,  also,  the  Records  o{  Anne  Arundel  County 
Court,  should  be  removed  from  the  City  o(  Annapolis  to 
some  place  of  greater  security. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  send  the  said  Re- 
cords, packed  in  chests,  by  the  respective  Clerks,  to  some 
fit  and  secure  place,  first  having  prepared  a  proper  house 
for  the  reception  of  the  same,  and  that  the  said  Council 
commit  the  said  Records  to  the  care  and  management  of 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  said  offices,  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  Clerks  so  employed  by 
the  Council  of  Safety,  do,  respectively,  take  the  care  and 
management  of  the  Records  of  the  office  to  which  he  be- 
longs, and  deliver  copies  of  the  said  Records  to  the  people 
of  this  Province,  when  thereunto  required,  upon  being  paid 
for  the  same. 


Resolved,  That  any  extraordinary  expenses  of  the  said 
Clerks,  in  taking  care  of  the  said  Records,  be  paid  by  the 
Convention  of  this  Province. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  such  young  gentlemen  as 
resort  to  the  Regular  Troops,  in  the  quality  of  Volunteers, 
or  Cadets,  with  the  consent  of  the  Colonel  of  tlio  Batta- 
lion, for  their  iniprovement  in  the  art  of  war,  be  fuinishetl 
with  one  ration  per  day,  each,  at  the  publick  expense. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Obser*> 
vation  for  the  several  Counties  may  remove  the  Records 
of  their  respective  Counties  to  some  place  of  safety,  if  they 
think  proper. 

The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  King's 
Speech  to  Parliament,  on  the  27th  day  of  October  last, 
and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  following  Declaration 
be  entered  on  their  Journals  : 

We,  the  Delegates  of  the  Freemen  o[ Maryland,  in  Con- 
vention, affected  with  the  deepest  concern  by  the  opinion 
declared  in  the  King's  Speech  to  Parliament,  on  the  27th 
day  of  October  last,  and  expressed  in  the  Address  of  tha 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  to  His  Majesty,  in  answer 
thereto,  that  the  necessary  preparations  for  defence  made  by 
tliese  Colonies,  are  carried  on  lor  the  purpose  of  estnl)!ish- 
ing  an  independent  empire,  and  being  desirous  to  remove 
from  the  mind  of  the  King  an  opinion  which  we  feel  to  be 
highly  injurious  to  the  Peoj)lo  of  this  Province,  and  to  de- 
clare and  manifest  to  His  Majesty,  to  the  Parliament,  the 
People  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  whole  world,  the  rec- 
titude and  purity  of  our  intentions  in  the  present  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  the  British  Ministry  and  Parliament, 
do  declare, 

That  the  People  of  this  Province,  strongly  attached  to 
the  English  Constitution,  and  truly  sensible  of  the  blessings 
they  have  derived  from  it,  warmly  impressed  with  senti- 
ments of  affection  for,  and  loyalty  to,  the  House  of  Hanover, 
connected  with  the  British  nation  by  the  ties  of  blood  and 
interest,  and  being  thoroughly  convinced,  that  to  be  free 
subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  ail  its  conse- 
quences, is  to  be  the  freest  members  of  any  civil  society  in 
the  known  world,  never  did,  nor  do  entertain  any  views  or 
desires  of  independency. 

That  as  they  consider  their  union  with  the  Mother  Coun- 
try, upon  terms  that  may  insure  to  them  a  permanent  free- 
dom, as  their  highest  felicity,  so  would  they  view  the  fatal 
necessity  of  separating  from  her,  as  a  misfortune  next  to 
the  greatest  that  can  befall  them. 

Descended  from  Britons,  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 
Englishmen,  and  inheriting  the  spirit  of  their  ancestors, 
they  have  seen,  with  the  most  extreme  anxiety,  the  attempts 
of  Parliament  to  deprive  them  of  those  privileges,  by  rais- 
ing a  revenue  upon  them,  and  assuming  a  power  to  alter 
the  Charters,  Constitutions,  and  internal  polity  of  the  Colo- 
nies without  their  consent.  The  endeavours  of  the  Bri- 
tish Ministry  to  carry  those  attempts  into  execution,  by 
military  force,  have  been  their  only  motive  for  taking  up 
ai;ms ;  and  defend  themselves  against  those  endeavours, 
is  the  only  use  they  mean  to  make  of  them.  Entitled  to 
freedom,  they  are  determined  to  maintain  it  at  the  hazard 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Ordered,  That  James  Hollyday,  Charles  Carroll  of 
CarrolltoTi,  and  Gustatus  Scott,  Esquires,  revise  the  Jour- 
nal and  Proceedings  of  this  Convention,  and  direct  what 
parts  thereof  shall  be  published. 

Convention  adjourns  till  the  second  Tuesday  in  April 
next,  to  sit  at  this  place,  but  the  Council  of  Safety  may 
convene  the  Convention  at  any  other  time,  or  place,  if  they 
shall  judge  it  necessary. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention  : 

Gabriel  Duvall,  Clerk. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS    TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  LANCAS- 
TER, PENNSYLVANIA. 

January  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress  have  received  your  several 
letters  of  December  21st,  January  3d,  and  10th.     A  mul- 


Yoiir  civility  to  the  officers  who  are  prisoners,  in  giving 
them  time  to  make  choice  of  their  places  of  residence, 
and  permitting  them  lo  remain  with  you  till  their  baggage 
shall  arrive,  is  approved.  Their  complaint,  that  a  sepa- 
ration from  the  soldiers  is  a  breach  of  General  Schtiyler't 


tiplicity  of  important  business  has  retarded  their  answering     solemn  engagement,  we  apprehend  not  to  be  well-founded, 
them  sooner.  All  the  stipulations  of  a  capitulation  ought,  undoubtedly, 
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to  be  beld  sacred,  and  faillifully  fulfilled,  because  some- 
thin"  is  ihen  given  up  or  received,  as  a  condition  or  equiva- 
lent'; but  no  sucb  slipulation  is  to  be  found  in  the  capitu- 
lations upon  which  those  gentlemen  surrendered  ;  nor  had 
General  Schuyler  a  right  to  make  fresh  terms  with  his 
prisoners,  after  they  were  in  his  power,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Congress.  Nevertheless,  we  should  have  paid 
a  respect  to  his  opinion  and  advice  in  the  matter,  had  he 
given  it,  but  we  have  not  heard  a  word  from  him  on   the 

subject.  .   . 

We  have  no  objection  to  your  permitting  two  or  more 
of  the  officers  to  come,  at  proper  times,  from  their  places 
of  residence  to  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  with, 
and  paying,  their  soldiers.  Major  Preston,  being  applied 
to,  absolutely  refuses  to  supply  the  soldiers  with  c  oihing 
or  blanketing.  We  must,  therefore,  desire  you  will  take 
care  that  they  do  not  suffer  for  want  of  those  articles,  nor 
any  other  that  are  necessary  for  their  comfortable  subsist- 
ence in  this  inclement  season.  What  you  have  already 
done  of  that  kind,  in  furnishing  them  with  firing,  bedding, 
&.C.,  is  well  approved,  and  the  expenses  will  be  defrayed. 
The  inhabitants  are  at  liberty  to  purchase  bills  drawn  by 
the  officers  for  their  support  and  accommodation  ;  but  this 
is  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  purchasers,  and  not  to  exceed 
what  is,  evidently,  necessary  for  these  purposes,  wherein  it 
is  to  be  considered  the  Congress  advances  each  officer  two 
dollars  a  week  for  his  subsistence. 

We  approve  of  your  regulations  for  preserving  the  |;|flce 
of  the  Borough,  and  of  your  placing  a  guard  and  ordering 
a  patrol  for  that  purpose,  the  expense  of  which  will  be 

paid. 

The  agent  of  the  Army's  Contractor  refusal  to  supply 
the  soldiers'  wives  and  children  with  any  meat  or  bread, 
surprises  us.  We  know  not  the  motives  of  such  conduct, 
but  we  must  approve  of  those  humane  sentiments  which 
induced  you  to  provide  for  them  in  their  dis.tress.  The 
expenses  will  be  allowed  in  your  accounts. 

Upon  the  whole,  gentlemen,  you  have  judged  rightly  m 
supposing  that  every  measure  you  have  taken,  to  render 
the  situation  of  our  prisoners  as  comfortable  as  possible, 
would  be  agreeable  to  us.  As  men,  they  have  a  claim  to 
all  the  rights  of  humanity;  as  countrymen,  though  ene- 
mies, they  claim  something  more.  You  have,  therefore, 
the  thanks  of  the  Congress ;  and  I  am,  in  their  behalf,  gen- 
tlemen, &iC., 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  January  18, 1776. 

Sir:  The  bearer.  Captain  F.  Gurney,  has  the  charge 
of  conducting  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  Army  under  your  command.  I  wish  it  safe  to  hand, 
I  shall,  this  evening,  despatch  an  express  to  you  with 
sundry  matters  of  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


COMMITTEE  OF  CONGRESS  TO  ESECK  HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia,  January  18,  1776. 
Sir:  As  this,  perhaps,  may  be  the  last  opportunity  we 
may  have  to  write  you  before  you  go  to  sea,  we  thought  it 
necessary  to  give  you   every  intelligence  that  is  come  lo 
our  knowledge.     We  shall  first  give  you  the  disagreeable 
intelligence,  brought  hither  by  an   express  from  Qiiebeck, 
of  an  unsuccessful  attack  that  was  made  to  storm  that  city 
on  the  3lsio(  December,  in  the  morning,  in  which  General 
Montgomery,  his  Aid-de-camp,  Captain  Macpherson,  and 
Captain  Cheeseman,  both  by  his  side,  were  all  shot  instantly 
dead  by  the  grape-shot  of  one  cannon ;  upon  which,  his 
party  rather  deserted  their  duty.     Colonel  Arnold,  who 
conducted  a  different  attack,   proceeded  awhile,  success- 
fully ;  but,  upon  his  receiving  a  wound,  and  falling,  after 
he  had  entered  the  city,  (alihough  the  party  were  after- 
wards commanded  and  behaved  with  great  bravery,)  by  the 
other  attack  failing,  were  overpowered  and  surrounded  by 
numbers,  and,  after  a  most  gallant  defence  of  four  hours. 


were  obliged  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  of  war, 
and,  we  hear,  are  very  kindly  treated  by  General  Carleton. 
This  is  the  substance  of  what  we  heard  from  thence. 

We  have  just  received  a  report  from  New-  York,  that 
three  men-of-war  and  eighteen  transports  liad  sailed  from 
Boston,  to  what  place  not  known,  but  supposed  to  be  for 
Newport,  New-York,  or  Virginia;  thus  much  of  the  re- 
port is  certain,  that  the  Asia  and  Phenix  are  lying  in  the 
East-River,  in  New-York,  and  that  the  Viper  is  lying  at 
Sandy-Hook.     From    Virginia  we  have  heard   nothing 
material,  but  what  you  are  well  acquainted  with.     From 
the  Carolinas  we  are  informed  that  Lord  William  Camp- 
bell, wkh  the  Tamer,  sloop,  and  Cherokee,  cutter,  has  de- 
parted from  Charlestown  Road  ;  that  Governour  Martin, 
in  the  Scorpion,  sloop-of-war,  has  also  departed  from  Cape- 
Fear.     It  is  supposed  that  both  these  are  gone  to  Savan- 
nah, in  Georgia,  in  order  to  seduce  the  Province,  if  it  is 
in  their  power,  from  the  union  of  these  Colonies,  and  get 
provisions,  if  they  can,  lo  subsist  on.     Should  it  be  your 
fate  to  go  southward,  as  far  as  Savannah,  it  is  very  pro- 
bable you  may  have  these  Governours  to  dine  with  you  on 
board  your  own  ship,  and  increase  your  naval  strength  by 
the  Tamer,  Scorpion,  and  Cherokee. 

The  Congress  have  determined  to  erect  a  splendid  mo- 
nument to  the  memory  of  the  gallant  Montgomery,  and  to 
every  other  commanding  officer  bravely  fighting  and  falling 
in  his  country's  cause. 

We  wish  you  a  successful  cruise,  and  are  your  sincere 

friends, 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
Joseph  Hewes, 
Silas  Deane. 

To  the  Honourable  Eseck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in- 
chief  of  the  American  Fleet. 


lord  STIRLING  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Eli»abctlitown,  January  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  evening  Colonel  Heard  communi- 
cated to  me  the  orders  of  Congress  of  the  10th  instant, 
relative  to  my  furnishing  hiin  with  three  companies  to  join 
the  Minute-Men  on  the  expedition  into  Qiteen's  County. 
The  next  morning  I  went  over  to  Woodbridge,  to  concert 
with  Colonel  Heard  the  necessary  manoeuvres,  and  agreed 
to  furnish  the  companies  strong,  as  his  party  was  rather 
deficient.     He  has  now  with  him  near  three  hundred  of 
my  regiment,  completely  armed,  accoutred,  and  provisioned 
for  four  days.     As  the  men  of  my  regiment  went  partly 
from  Brunswick  and   Amboy,  as  well    as  this    place,  I 
thought  it  best,  yesterday  morning,  after  regulating  the 
embarkation  from  the  Point,  to  go  to  Siaten-Island  to  re- 
gulate the  like  there,  and  to  assist  Colonel  Heard  in  what- 
ever might  be  necessary.     I  had  sent  off  a  party  of  thirty- 
six  men   the  evening  before   to  guard  the  mouth  of  the 
Kills.    About  eleven,  yesterday,  the  first  division,  notwith- 
standing the  most  boisterous  wind,  crossed  over  to  Bergen 
Point;  Colonel  Heard  followed  about  noon;  Major  l>e 
Hart,  with  the  first  division  of  my  regiment,  followed  soon 
after  ;  and  the  whole,  who  had  passed,  marched  for  Bergen 
town.     The    wind    continued    extremely   violent ;    night 
coming  on,  and  the  men  much  fatigued,  I  ordered  the  re- 
mainder to  halt,  and  be  quartered  in  the  several  parts  of 
the  Island  they  then  were.     At  daybreak  this  morning, 
those  on  Staten-Island  began  lo  pass  over.     1  remained 
there  till  about  noon,  when  the  chief  of  the  whole   had 
passed  over  to  Bergen  Point,  and  then  came  to  this  place. 
]  am  this  moment  informed,  that  the  first  division  landed 
safely  in   the  City  of  New- York  yesterday  evening  from 
Puulus  Hook;  that  Major  De  Hart,  with  about  two  hun- 
dred of  my  regiment,  landed  there  about  eleven  tiiis  eve- 
ning ;  and  that  the  rest  were  following  them,  without  the 
least   movement   about  the   men-of-war,  or   any   of  their 
boats.     I  have  high  confidence  in  Colonel  Heard's  ma- 
nagement of  this  affair,  yet  I  cannot  but  regret  tiiat  I  have 
not  the  command  of  it.     However,  I  shall   always  most 
implicitly  obey  the  order  of  Congress,  and  endeavour  to 
serve  the  cause  by  every  exertion  in  my  power. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


I 
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Return  of  the  Field  and  Staff  Officers  in  the  First  Re- 
giment of  New-Jersey  Troops  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice. 


Rank. 

Names. 

Date  of  Com. 

Where  stationed 

Colonel 

The  Earl  of  Stirling, 

Wra.  Winds,  Esq 

\Vm.  Do  Hart,  Esq.,. 
Alex.  Clough,  Esq.,. 
Mat's  Halsted,  Esq., 
W.  Barnct,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Nov.    7,  1775, 
Nov.    7,  1775, 
Nov.    7,  1775, 
Nov.  20,  1775, 
Dec.  21,   177.'). 
Dec.     8,  1775, 

Eliznbethtown. 

Perth  Amboy. 

Elizabethtown. 

Elizabethtown, 

Elizubeihtown. 

Elizabethtown. 

Lieuten't  Col . 
Alajor, 

Adjutant, 

Quartermaster, 

Surgeon 

Chaplain. 

January  11,  1776. 


SrinLiNG,  Colonel. 


TAIRFIELD  COUNTV  (CONNECTICUT)   CONVENTION. 

At  a  County  Convention  held  at  Fairfield,  in  and  for 
Fairfield  County,  on  the  18lh  day  of  January,  1776, 
Jonathan  Sturges,  Esq.,  Cliairnian. 

Tliis  Convention,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolves 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  lately  published,  dated  the 
2d  day  of  January,  1776,  and  attending  to  the  true  mean- 
ing and  spirit  thereof,  and  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
kindness  therein  recommended  ;  and,  also,  taking  into  con- 
sideration an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony, 
passed  in  their  last  sessions,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  restrain- 
ing and  punishing  persons  who  are  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies,  &c.," 

Resolved,  That  all  those  persons  who  have,  heretofore, 
been  advertised  as  enemies  to  iheir  country,  or  otherwise 
proceeded  against  as  such,  shall  be  restored  to  the  esteem 
and  friendship  of  the  country  :  Provided,  They  honestly 
and  sincerely  declare  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection  in 
their  respective  towns  where  such  persons  dwell,  or  to  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  where  there  is  no  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  that  they  will  abide  by  the  Conti- 
nental Regulations,  in  every  case  where  they  are  not  hin- 
dered by  a  religious  tie  of  conscience;  and  that  they  will, 
in  no  case,  directly  or  indirectly,  oppose  the  country  in  the 
measures  taking  for  its  defence.  The  honesty  and  since- 
rity of  such  declaration  to  be  left  to  the  Committees  afore- 
said ;  and  their  fire-arms  shall  be  restored  them  whenever 
they  shall  engage  in  the  defence  of  the  County,  if  any 
have  been  disarmed. 

For  the  more  effectually  carrying  into  execution  the 
Continental  Association,  it  is  resolved  and  recommended, 
that  no  forcible  measures  ought  to  be  used  to  prevent  any 
mischief,  or  remove  any  difficulty,  where  no  express  provi- 
sion is  made  by  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  before  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
of  the  town  where  such  difficulty  happens,  or  of  the  next 
adjoining  town,  wherever  it  shall  happen  that  any  town  is 
destitute  of  such  Committee,  be  consulted,  and  their  ad- 
vice be  attended  to  and  pursued,  where  such  advice  may 
be  had  before  it  be  too  late  to  prevent  any  mischief;  that 
every  thing  may  be  done  with  good  order  and  decency. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Andrew  Rowland,  Clerk. 


OOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  January  18,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  copy  of  intelligence  brought  me  in 
the  evening  of  tiie  16th  instant,  on  which  i  immediately 
convened  my  Council  of  Safety.  On  consideration  of  the 
necessity  of  a  reinforcement  in  that  quarter,  have  agreed 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  officers 
included,  with  all  possible  expedition,  by  voluntary  inlist- 
inents,  on  the  same  encouragements  given  by  the  Conti- 
nent, to  serve  until  the  1st  November  next,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  with  expectation  that  the  General  Congress 
will  take  the  same  into  their  service.  It  seemed  necessary 
that  no  time  be  lost.  Have  set  the  same  forward,  until 
we  can  be  made  acquainted  whether  other  provisions  are 
made  that  may  render  this  step  unnecessary,  or  what  may 
be  suggested  to  us  on  the  subject.  Please  to  favour  ine 
with  your  answer  by  this  express. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obe- 


dient, humble  servant. 


Jonathan  Trumbull. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 


Montreal,  January  6,  1776, 

Dear  Sir:  With  the  greatest  distress  of  mind,  I  now 
sit  down  to  inform  you  of  the  event  of  an  unfortunate  at- 
tack made  upon  (^uebeck,  between  the  hours  of  four  and 
six,  of  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  December;  unfortu- 
nate, indeed,  for  us;  in  it  fell  our  brave  General,  Montgo- 
mery, his  Aid-de-camp,  Macpherson,  Captain  Cheeseman, 
Captain  Hendricks,  of  the  riflemen,  and  two  or  three  sub- 
altern officers,  and  between  sixty  and  a  hundred  privates, 
(the  number  not  certainly  known,)  and  about  three  hun- 
dred officers  and  soldiers  taken  prisoners,  among  which  are 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Greene,  Major  Bigelow,  Major  3/ctg-s, 
and  a  number  of  Captains  and  inferior  officers.  Colonel 
Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
action,  as  was  Major  Ogden,  in  the  shoulder,  and  brought 
off  to  the  General  Hospital. 

I  have  not  time  to  give  you  all  the  particulars,  but  thus 
much  will  serve  to  show  you  that,  in  consequence  of  this 
defeat,  our  prospects  are  rendered  very  dubious;  and,  un- 
less we  can  be  quickly  reinforced,  perhaps  they  may  be 
fatal,  not  only  to  us,  who  are  stationed  here,  but,  also,  to 
the  Colonies  in  general ;  the  frontiers,  especially,  greatly; 
very  greatly,  depend  upon  keeping  possession  of  this  coun- 
try. 

You  know,  as  well  as  any  man,  the  temper,  dispo  ition, 
and  character  of  the  Canadians;  they  are  not  persevering 
in  adversity;  that  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  but, 
like  the  Savages,  are  extremely  fond  of  choosing  the 
strongest  party:  add  to  this,  our  enemies  in  this  country,  of 
whom  there  are  very  many,  use  every  method  to  excite  the 
Canadians  against  us  ;  among  other  things,  they  tell  ihern 
that  the  United  Colonies  intend  to  abandon  the  country. 
The  clergy  refuse  absolution  to  all  who  have  shown  them- 
selves our  friends,  and  preach  up  damnation  to  all  those 
who  will  not  take  up  arms  against  us,  and  tell  them  that, 
even  now,  it  is  not  too  late;  that  we  are  but  a  handful  of 
men,  Sic,  &ic. 

I  have  sent  an  express  to  General  Schuyler,  General 
Washington,  and  the  Congress ;  but  you  know  how  far 
they  have  to  go,  and  that  it  is  very  uncertain  how  long  it 
will  be  before  we  can  have  relief  from  them  ;  therefore,  let 
nie  beg  of  you,  to  collect,  immediately,  as  many  men  as 
you  can  find,  (six  or  seven  hundred,  if  it  can  be  done,)  and, 
some  how  or  other,  get  into  this  country,  and  stay  with  us 
till  we  can  have  relief  from  the  Colonies. 

You  are  sensible  we  have  provisions,  of  all  kinds, 
enough,  and  the  weather,  in  this  country,  is  far,  very  far, 
from  being  so  frightful  as  many  have  imagined. 

You  will  see  that  proper  officers  and  soldiers  are  appoint- 
ed under  you,  and  both  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  paid 
as  other  Continental  troops.  It  would  be  well  for  your 
men  to  set  out  as  fast  as  they  can  be  collected ;  not  so 
much  matter  whether  together,  or  not ;  but  let  them  set  out 
by  tens,  twenties,  thirties,  forties,  or  fifties,  as  they  can  be 
first  collected,  for  it  must  have  a  good  effect  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Canadians,  to  see  succours  coming  on. 

You  will  be  good  enough  to  send  copies  of  this  letter 
to  the  people  below  you.  ^^^^^  Wooster.  ; 

To  Colonel  Warner. 

January  15,  1776. 

The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent,  by  express,  from 
General  Wooster  to  Colonel  Warner,  and  from  thence  for- 
warded to  me. 

We  are  raising  men  here,  to  go  to  Montreal,  as  soon  as 
possible.  Doubt  not  but  you  will  think  it  of  importance 
that  recruits  be  immediately  sent  up,  and  hope  you  will 
forward  as  many  as  possible  from  your  regiment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Mark  Hopkins. 
To  Colonel  Barrett. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  January  18,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  13th  instant, 
with  its  enclosures,  and  am  heartily  sorry,  and  most  sincere- 
ly condole  with  you,  upon  the  unhappy  fall  of  the  brave 
and  worthy  Montgomery,  and  those  gallant  officers  and 
men  who  have  experienced  a  like  fate.  In  the  death 
of  this  gentleman,  America  has  sustained  a  heavy  loss,  as 
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be  bad  approved  liimself  a  steady  friend  to  her  rights,  and 
of  ability  to  render  her  the  most  esscmial  service. 

I  ain  much  concerned  for  the  intrepid  and  enterprising 
Arnold,  and  greatly  fear  that  consequences,  of  tiie  most 
alarming  nature,  will  result  from  this  well-intended,  but  un- 
fortunate attempt. 

It  would  give  me  the  greatest  happiness,  if  I  could  be 
the  happy  means  of  relieving  our  fellow-citizens  now  in 
Canada,  and  preventing  tlie  Ministerial  troops  from  exult- 
ing long,  and  availing  themselves  of  the  advantages  arising 
from  this  repulse ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power,  since  the  dis- 
solution of  the  old  Army.  Tlie  progress  in  raising  recruits 
for  the  new  has  been  so  very  slow  and  inconsiderable,  that 
five  thousand  Militia  have  been  called  in  to  the  defence  of 
our  lines.  A  great  part  of  tliese  are  gone  home,  the  time 
ihey  engaged  for  being  expired,  and  the  rest  retained  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  and  persuasion,  though  their  going 
away  would  render  the  holding  of  them  precarious  and 
hazardous,  in  case  of  an  attack.  In  short,  1  have  not  a  man 
to  spare. 

In  order  that  proper  measures  might  be  adopted,  1  called 
a  council  of  General  Officers,  and  upon  Mr.  John  Adams, 
and  other  members  of  influence  of  the  General  Courts,  and 
laid  before  them  your  letter  and  proposition.  After  due 
consideration  of  their  importances,  they  determined  that  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts,  and  Colonies  of  Connecticut 
anti  New- Hampshire,  shou\d  each,  immediately,  raise  a  re- 
giment, to  continue  in  service  for  one  year,  and  to  n)arch, 
forthwith,  to  Canada,  agreeable  to  the  route  proposed  in 
your  letter  to  Congress.  This  determination,  with  a  copy 
of  your  letter,  and  the  several  enclosures,  will  be  immedi- 
ately transmitted  to  the  different  Governments,  for  raising 
those  regiments,  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  will  be  com- 
plied with,  from  the  assurances  I  have  received  from  such 
of  the  Members  of  the  Court  as  attended  in  Council,  and 
the  General  Officers  promising  to  exert  their  utmost  inte- 
rest and  influence  in  their  respective  Colonies. 

If  these  regiments  should  not  be  raised  so  soon  as  I 
could  wish,  yet,  I  would  willingly  hope,  from  the  accounts 
we  have  received,  that  Colonel  Arnold  and  his  corps  will 
be  joined  by  a  number  of  men  under  Colonel  I'Varner,  and 
from  Connecticut,  who,  it  is  said,  marched  off  directly  on 
their  getting  intelligence  of  this  melancholy  affair.  If  this 
account  be  true,  I  trust  they  will  be  in  a  situation  to  op- 
pose and  prevent  Mr.  Carlclon  from  regaining  possession 
of  what  he  has  lost,  and  that,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  re- 
inforcement from  these  Colonies,  wiiich  we  have  judged 
necessary  to  be  sent,  the  city  of  QuebccJi  will  be  reduced  to 
our  possession.  This  ought  to  be  effected  before  the  Win- 
ter is  entirely  over,  otherwise  it  will  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impracticable,  as  the  enemy  will,  undoubtedl)', 
place  a  strong  garrison  there.  Should  this  desirable  work 
be  accomplished,  our  conquest  in  that  quarter  will  be  com- 
plete. But,  yet,  the  loss  of  General  Montgomery  will  ever 
be  remembered. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  you  will  continue  in  ser- 
vice, and  afford  your  assistance  to  relieve  your  country  from 
the  distresses  which,  at  present,  threaten  her  in  llie  North. 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  sending  the  clothing,  but  they 
are  not  arrived. 

None  of  the  letters  give  an  account  how  this  unfortunate 
affair  ended.  In  Colonel  Crtffi;;6e//'«  letter  of  the  3lst  ul- 
timo, the  division  which  Colonel  Greene  was  in,  he  seems  to 
think,  was  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation,  and  drawing  it 
off  at  nigliti  or  throwing  in  a  party  to  sustain  it,  was  an  ob- 
ject he  had  much  in  view ;  here  his  information  stops.  In 
his  letter  of  the  2d  January,  he  says  nothing  about  it. 
Wishing  for  the  best,  I  hope  they  have  not  fallen  a  sacri- 
fice.    But  I  dread  further  intelligence  in  the  matter. 

General  Putnam  is  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  better  for 
the  troops  which  may  he  raised  in  the  western  parts  of 
Connecticut  to  go  by  Albany,  than  the  route  you  have 
mentioned,  by  Number  4,  and  that  you  must  have  pointed 
out  this  way  from  a  supposition  that  the  reinforcement 
would  be  detached  from  this  Army.  You  will  please  to 
consider  of  what  he  has  said,  and,  if  you  concur  with  him 
in  sentiments,  inform  Governour  Trumbull  of  it  by  letter, 
that  he  may  give  the  necessary  orders. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 
bumble  servant, 

George  Washington. 


COLONEL.  ENOS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Cambridge,  January  18,  1776. 

Way  it  please  your  Excellency  :  When  the  hostilities 
of  our  enemies  made  it  necessary  to  raise  an  Army,  for  the 
connnon  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America,  roused  by  the 
sacred  call  of  my  country,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  exert 
my  best  abilities,  acquired  by  former  services,  for  its  pro- 
tection, and,  therefore,  without  reluctance,  bid  adieu  to  the 
tranquil  pleasures  of  private  life,  and  joined  the  Army,  ia 
which  1  served  during  the  last  campaign,  (if  not  with  good 
fortune,  at  least  without  censure,)  and  should  have  been 
happy  still  to  have  continued  in  the  publick  service,  in  a 
military  capacity,  could  I  do  it  with  that  confidence  which, 
I  think,  I  am  entitled  to,  and  without  which  no  man  of 
honour  would  choose  to  serve. 

By  some  misfortune  or  other,  I  am  satisfied  I  do  not 
stand  in  that  character,  at  Head-Quarters,  which,  as  a 
Field-Officer,  is  necessary  to  my  being  serviceable  to  the 
great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  ;  I  must,  therefore, 
beg  your  Excellency's  permission  to  resign  my  command, 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  to  which 
1  was  appointed  for  the  present  campaign.  No  dislike  to 
the  service,  but  a  regard  to  my  honour,  solely,  is  the  mo- 
tive of  this  request. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, very  humble  servant,  ry  ■ci 

'       ■'  '  Roger  Lnos. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General, 
and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  ASSEMBLY. 

Wintor.HiU,  January  18,  1770. 

Much  esteemed  Gentlemen  :  It  is  with  the  most  sen- 
sible pain  I  sit  down  to  write  you  the  melancholy  tidings 
of  our  Army's  being  defeated  at  (^uebeck,  on  the  31st  i^c- 
cember,  with  the  loss  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded,  (according  to  the  best  accounts  we  can  collect,) 
and  between  three  and  four  iuindred  taken  prisoners; 
among  the  latter,  are  a  number  of  our  intrepid  Ncw- 
Hampshirc  friends,  who  marched  from  thence  with  Colo- 
nel Arnold,  The  whole  of  his  party,  except  himself,  and 
some  few  that  retired  with  him  when  he  was  wounded,  are 
either  killed  or  taken  prisoners.  The  brave,  the  intrepid, 
but,  alas  !  too  unfortunate  General  Montgomery,  fell,  and, 
with  his  departing  spirit,  courage  and  resolution  forsook 
the  troops  he  commanded.  He  attacked  ti)e  lower  town 
of  (^uebeck,  at  the  Point  Diamond ;  on  the  opposite  side 
Colonel  Arnold,  with  his  party,  attacked  a  place  called  St. 
lioque,  and,  after  an  hour's  engagement,  carried  a  two-gun 
battery,  with  the  loss  of  about  twenty,  killed  and  wounded. 

They  then  attacked  a  second  battery,  and  carried  it, 
sword  in  hand  ;  but  gaining  the  second  battery  proved  their 
defeat,  for,  by  possessing  themselves  of  that,  they  advanced 
beyond  the  Palace  Gate,  that  leads  from  the  upper  town  to 
the  lower,  from  which  the  enemy  immediately  issued,  and, 
falling  on  their  rear,  drove  them  into  the  lower  town,  from 
whence  they  could  not  escape,  as  the  enemy  were  possess- 
ed of  the  passage  through  which  they  entered  ;  and,  on  the 
opposite  side,  the  unfortunate  Montgomery's  parties  were 
defeated,  and  liad  retired,  so  that  the  victors,  turning  round 
to  oppose,  brought  the  small,  but  brave  and  resolute  party 
between  two  fires.  They  took  possession  of  the  lower 
town  about  seven  in  the  morning,  and.  though  exposed  to 
a  fire  in  front  and  rear,  as  I  mentioned,  as,  also,  to  a  fire  in 
flank,  from  the  upper  town,  they  bravely  maintained  their 
ground  till  night,  when,  despairing  of  succour,  and  growing 
weary  of  slaughter,  they  surrendered  themselves  prisoners 
of  war. 

The  brave  Montgomery,  with  his  Aid-de-camp,  were 
killed  the  first  fire,  and,  1  believe,  that  struck  such  a  damp 
on  his  parly,  that  little  more  was  done  by  them. 

Colonel  Livingston,  with  his  parly  of  Canadians,  made 
a  feigned  attack  on  the  upper  town,  to  fiuour  the  real  at- 
tacks on  the  lower;  but  this  was  extremely  ill  executed. 
You  will  soon  hear  more  particularly  about  the  matter,  and 
how  the  whole  country  is  in  motion  to  assist  our  friends 
there.  All  the  people  west  of  Springfield  are  gone.  Colo- 
nel Warner,  with  his  Green-Mountain  Boys,  marched, 
immediately,  to  join  the  party  which  they  liad  left,  by 
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bein<j,  (as  they    thought,)   ill-used   by  General  A/on/g'o-  Of  the   five  Justices  who  have   been   sworn,  two,  viz: 

mcri/.  Ebtnezer  Smith  and  Bariah   Norton,  Esquires,   live  at 

You  will  find,  by  the  enclosed  letter,  that  the  General  Edgartown ;  and   two,  viz :  James  Athearn  and  Sliubael 

Council  have  determined  tiial  a  regiment  from  each  of  tlie  Colter,   Esquires,  at  Tisbvry,  and   I,  only,  at  Chilmark ; 

frontiers  o( Nttv-Hanipshire,  Massachusilts,  awl  Conmcti-  and  the  only  person  Coroner,  Mr.  Ebenizer  Norton,  lives 

cut,  are  to  march,  with  all    possible  expedition,  to  secure  at  Edgartoivn. 

our  conquests,  and,  if  possible,  retrieve  the  honour  of  the  As  1  iiave  thus  informed  your  Honour  who,  of  those  who 
American  arms.  This  resolution  induced  us  to  release  one  have  been  commissioned  lo  be  civil  officers,  have  declined 
of  the  regiments  wrote  for  in  my  last,  to  serve  here  two  being  sworn,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  impertinent  if  [ 
months,  and,  instead  thereof,  for  Nctv- Hampshire  to  fur-  account  for  this  in  the  following  manner : 
nish  one  here,  and  one  for  Canada,  the  latter  to  be  inlisted  The  real  state  of  things  here,  sir,  as  I  apprehend,  is  this  : 
for  twelve  months.  I  have  a  prospect  of  raising  one  for  There  are  some  here  who  are  really  not  well-affected  to 
this  place,  frotn  among  the  recruits  here,  in  the  manner  I  the  present  Government,  nor  to  the  measures  now  pursued 
formerly  mentioned;  so  you  need  give  yourselves  no  other  in  defence  of  om-  civil  liberties,  and  these  ill-affected  per- 
trouble  about  that,  but  advancing,  upon  the  credit  of  the  sons  endeavour  to  embarrass  the  establishing  of  civil  go- 
Continent,  a  month's  pay,  advance,  which  beg  you  to  do.  vernment  in  this  County,  and,  through  their  suggestions,  in 

Tiie  party  going  for  Canada,  I  suppose  General  Wash-  part,  at  least,  many  persons  here,  perhaps  near  one-half  of 

inglon  has  called  upon  you  to  furnish  them  with  money,  the  people  of  this  County,  imagine  that  it  is  best  for  us, 

&.C.     Upon  my  soul,  it  gives  me  pain  to  find  that  our  Con-  considering  our  situation,  to  be  still,  and  in  no  way  lo  show 

tinental  chest  is  so  often  empty,  and  that  parsimony  and  ourselves  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  assertors  of  our  civil  li- 

iudolence,  which  has  destroyed  so  many  powerful   Slates,  berties,  lest  we,  thereby,  provoke  the  invaders  of  our  coasts 

is  but  too  likely  to  destroy  ours.    To  ihis,  alone,  was  owing  to  ruin  us ;  and  it  is  (as,  I  think,  1  have  sufficient  reason 

that  fatal  defeat  at  (^uebeck,  as  the  deceased  Montgomery's  to  believe,)  through  such  an  apprehension  as  this,  that  so 

letters  will  fully  show,  for  beseemed  to  prophesy  his  defeat  many  of  those,  who  have  been  lately  appointed  civil  offi- 

from  the  want  of  money  to  pay  off  tiie  troops.  cers,  are  unwilling  to  be  sworn. 

I  have  selected  officers  for  the  regiment  to  be  stationed  1  mean,  sir,  that  many  here  were  thus  intimidated,  till 

here,  as  I  mentioned,  (Ca|)iains    IValdroti,  Chesley,  and  the  honourable  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  disco- 

Place,)  to  take  the  command  as  Field-Officers,  and  have  vered  their  late  resolution,  wiih  respect  to  the  defence  of 

taken  some  of  tiie  best  Captains  and  Subalterns.  tiiis  country ;  but  how  far  people  here,  are,  hereby,  embol- 

1  should  rejoice  if  Captain  Mooney  would,  in  conjunc-  dened  to  appear  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  I 

tion  with  the   bearer,  Lieutenant  Clough,  and  two  subal-  cannot  yet  tell.     And  as,  for  aught  I  know,  some,  or  all 

terns,  appointed  by  you,  or  them,  undertake  to  bring  in  a  of  those  whom  I  have  above-mentioned,   are  unwilling  to 

company.     The  residue  I  can  furnish  myself,  without  giv-  be  sworn,  may  have  their  fears  so  far  removed  as  to  mani- 

ing  you  any  trouble,  except  what  I  mention.  fesl  a  desire  to  have  the  oath  administered  to  them,  and  I 

With  respect  to  the  regiment  bound  to  Canada,  you  will  am   at  a  loss  what  we,  who  are  empowered  to  administer 

excuse  my  suggesting  the  necessity  of  raising  that  in   the  the  oath,  ought  to  do  in  this  case,  I  am  very  desirous  of 

western  parts  of  the  Colony.     Colonel  William  Stark  now  the  direction  of  the  honourable  Council  herein, 

happens  to  be  in  camp,  and  says  he  can,  undoubtedly,  raise  As  to  a  Sheriff  for  this  County,  about  the  want  of  which 

the   men.     He   is  well   acquainted  with  the  country,  and  officer   here,  1   am  peculiarly  concerned.     1  hope  it  will 

with  the  nature  of  such  a  march.     1  would,  therefore,  for  not  appear  assuming  in  nie,  if  I  mention  Major  Peter  Nor- 

the  good  of  the  service,  beg  leave  to  recommend  him,  nn-  ton  as  a  suitable,  and,  perhaps,  all   things  considered,  the 

less  you  have  some  other  person,  more  suitable,  in  view,  most  suitable  person  to  be  Sheriff  of  this  County,  and,  also, 

I  have  directed  him  to  wait  on  your  Honours,  and  receive  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  here,  the  latter  of 

your  commands.  which  offices,  he,  as  I  perceive,  prefers.     And  if  he  is  not 

Captain  John  Parker,  who  was  here  some  days  since,  made  Sheriff,  I  humbly  propose  that  he  be  made  a  Justice 
was  soliciting  license  from  General  Washington,  and  my-  of  the  Peace  at  least,  if  not  a  Justice  of  the  Pleas  also, 
self,  to  raise  four  or  five  companies,  and  march  to  Canada ;  for  this  County.  A  great  part  of  this  letter  may,  perhaps, 
we,  knowing  of  no  necessity  therefor,  refused  him.  Per-  appear  as  a  vain  repetition  of  what  I  wrote  above  a  month 
haps  he  may  be  of  some  advantage  in  raising  men  ;  but  ago  to  the  Hon.  Colonel  Otis,  as  President  of  the  honour- 
many  among  you  know  the  man,  and  his  communication,  able  Council ;  but  having  reason,  sir,  to  fear  that  my  let- 
All  these  hints  I  throw  out  for  the  good  of  the  service  ;  I  ter  has  miscarried,  I  have  thought  it  proper  for  me  to  write 
have  no  particular  person  in  view,  barely  for  his  own  sake,  as  above. 

The  good  of  my  country  is  what  I  mean  to  promote:  where  This,  honoured  sir,  with  great  respect  and  deference  to 

I  mistake  the   proper  means  to  attain  that  desirable  end,  the  honourable  Council,  and  to  your  Honour  in  particular, 

you  will  please  to  correct  me,  as  an  ignorant  offender,  and  is  from,  honoured   sir,  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  and 

believe  me  to  be,  as  1  really  am,  a  true  friend  to  my  coun-  most  humble  servant, 
try,  and  your  much  obliged  and  humble  servant, 


John  Sullivan. 
To  the  General  Assembly  of  New- Hampshire. 

P.  S.  The  General  has  enclosed  you  copies  of  most  of 
the  important  letters  from  Canada.  My  extreme  hurry 
will,  I  hope,  apologize  for  incorrectness. 

Yours,  J.  S. 


Joseph  Mayhew, 
To  the  Honourable  President  of  the  Council. 


CAPTAINS  SALTER  AND  DANIELS    RETURN  OF  SHOALERS.    ' 

In  Congress,  at  Exeter,  January  5,  1776. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Titus  Salter  and  Captain  Eliphalet 
Daniels,  be  appointed  to  go  over  lo  the  Isle  of  Shoals,  and 
inform  all  the  inhabitants  there,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
JOSEPH  MAYHEW  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  coitncil.  this  Congiess  that  the  situation  of  the  said  islands  is  such, 

Chilmark,  January  18, 1776.  that  the  inhabitants  are  exposed  to  our  enemies  in  the  pre- 
HoNOURED  Sir:  Judging  it  to  be  of  importance  to  the  sent  unhappy  controversy,  and  may  be  obliged  by  their 
County  of  Bufces,  whereto  I  belong,  that  tlie  honourable  weak,  defenceless  circumstances,  and  inabdity  to  defend 
Council  of  this  Colony  be  informed  of  the  state  of  civil  themselves,  to  assist  our  enemies ;  and  that,  for  said  rea- 
aftairs  here,  I  think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  your  Honour  sons,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  they  should,  immedi- 
the  followin-  intelligence,  with  respect  hereto,  to  be  by  ^tely,  remove  themselves,  with  their  effects,  to  the  mam 
your  Honour  communicated,  if  you  shall  think  fit.  'and,  (to  tarry  during  the  present  dispute,)  to  such  place, 

Now,  four,  out  of  the  nine,  commissioned  to  be  Justices    "r  places,  as  they  may  choose  ;  and,  provided  they  neglect 
in  this  County,  viz:  Jonathan  Allen,  John  Worth,  Enoch    1°  comply  herewith  for  llie  term  often  days  after  this  no 


Cojfin,  and  Thomas  Cook,  Esquires,  and,  also,  William 
Mayhew,  Esq.,  appointed  Sheriff,  and  Mr.  Robert  Allen, 
appointed  Coroner,  remain  unsworn,  appearing  unwilling 
to  be  so,  and  nciti  er  ol'  them,  except  Jonathan  Allen,  Esq., 
being  present,  when  the  other  civil  officers  here  were 
sworn,  which  was  done  on  the  22d  of  November  last. 


lice,  that  they  be  informed  that  they  must  be  brought  off 
by  authority. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  of  Congress  : 

Attest:  E.  Thomison,  Secretary. 

Pursuant  to  the  above  vote  of  Congress,  we  repaired  to 
the  ^Island  of  6'Aofl/i,  on  the  16th  instant,  being  the  first 
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favourable  opportunity  that  offered,  and  after  communica 
tin"  to  the  inhabitants  the  contents  of  tiie  vote  of  Congress, 
we  proceeded  to  number  the  inhabitants,  and  underneath 
are  the  different  numbers  on  each  Island : 
Star  Island:  Men  31,  women  34,  children  94,  -  -  159 
Hog  Island:  Men  13,  women  II,  children  25,  -  -  49 
Smutty  Nose  :  Men  2,  women,  2  children  15,     -     -     19 

Total, 227 

Given  under  our  hands,  Portsmouth,  January  18,  1776. 

TiTCs  Salter. 
Eliphalet  Daniels. 


LORD  STIRLINO  TO   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

EIiz:ibcllitown,  January  19,  1770 — 3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir:  I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  inform  you, 
that  the  whole  party,  destined  for  the  Queen's  County  ex- 
pedition, got  safe  into  New-York  yesterday,  the  last  divi- 
sion of  Minute-Men  in  the  evening,  and  doubt  not  ihey  are 
chiefly  on  Long-Island  by  this  time. 

1  am,  your  most  obedient,  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


VIHCrNIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Williainsburgh,  January  19,  177G. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  will  proceed  on  Monday,  (he 
12th  of  next  month,  to  the  choice  of  the  several  Officers 
for  the  Company  of  Artillery,  directed  by  the  General  Con- 
vention, to  wit :  One  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  one  Ser- 
geant, four  Bombardiers,  and  eight  Gunners.  All  persons 
inclined  to  be  employed  therein,  and  who  can  be  well  re- 
commended, are  desired  to  attend  on  that  day. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 

J.  Pendleton,  Clerk. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL   OF  SAFETY  TO  RICHARD    HARRISON. 

[No.  1.]  Annapolis,  January  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  have,  enclosed,  an  invoice  and  bill  of  lading  of 
thirteen  hundred  and  eighty-six  barrels  of  flour,  in  the  Brig 
Sam,  Robert  Forsythe,  master,  with  ninety-one  barrels  of 
bread ;  also,  four  thousand  staves,  on  account  of  the  Pro- 
vince, which  you  will  dispose  of  in  the  best  manner  to  your 
general  instructions,  and  the  letters  heretofore  sent  you. 
We  have  only  engaged  this  vessel  to  deliver  her  cargo  to 
you.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  she  is  unloaded,  if  you  should 
have  no  further  use  for  her,  you  may  discharge  her.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  her  safe  arrival,  and  likewise,  to 
have  intelligence  from  you,  of  your  transactions,  by  every 
good  opportunity. 

We  are,  &,c. 
To  Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  Martinico,  per  Brigantine  Sam. 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  FORSYTHE. 

Annapolis,  January  19,  1776. 

Sir:  You  are  to  proceed  from  hence,  to  the  Island  of 
Martinico,  and  there  deliver  the  enclosed  letter,  and  your 
cargo,  to  Mr.  Richard  Harrison.  If  Mr.  Harrison  should 
not  be  at  the  Island  of  Martinico,  address  to  Mr.  MCrea- 
ry,  and  if  he  should  not  be  there,  you  are,  in  that  case,  to 
open  the  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Harrison,  sell  your  cargo 
at  the  very  highest  prices  you  can  get.  The  money  arising 
from  the  sales,  you  must  lay  out  in  gunpowder,  if  you  can 
get  it,  if  not,  in  muskets,  fitted  with  good  bayonets,  and  if 
they  are  not  to  be  had,  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  and  if  you 
cannot  get  those  articles,  then  lay  out  the  whole  in  coarse 
strong  linens  and  Russia  duck,  and  take,care  you  are  not 
imposed  on  in  your  purchases.  As  soon  as  you  have  done 
your  business,  make  the  best  of  your  way  home,  and  avoid 
speaking  with  vessels  on  the  coast.  When  you  come  into 
the  latitude  of  our  Capes,  if  you  have  a  strong  fair  wind  in, 
push  up  the  Bay  as  fast  as  possible,  and  if  you  find  it  failing 
run  into  some  small  harbour,  and  there  wait  imtil  you  have 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  get  into  Potomack,  Patuxent, 
or  Annapolis.  If  you  find  a  better  chance  of  getting  into 
any  of  the  inlets  between  Cape  Charles  and  Cape  Hcn- 
loptn,  than  into  our  Bay,  you  may  push  into  one  of  them, 
and  send  an  express  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  letting  them 
know  where  you  are,  and  what  you  have  got,  but  take  care 
and  land  your  goods  under  the  care  of  a  Committee  as  soon 
as  vou  can,  for  fear  of  being  followed  by  the  tenders.  In 
going  out,  you  had  better  take  a  brisk  gale  of  wind,  or  get 
out  of  nights,  as  tenders  commonly  keep  a  strict  watch  at 
the  Capes  in  the  day  time ;  but  hope  you  will  behave  with 
care  and  industry  on  this  voyage.  If  you  are  chased,  and 
find  you  must  be  taken,  throw  all  your  papers  overboard, 
with  weights  to  sink  them. 
To  Captain  Robert  Forsythe. 


NEW-JERSEY  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  PRESIDENT  OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  22,  1776.— Referred.] 

Trenton,  January  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  12th  current,  covering 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  relating  to  the  oflicers 
and  soldiers,  prisoners  in  this  town,  I  duly  received,  and 
our  Conuiiittee  met,  and  made  liie  officers  acquainted  with 
the  determination  of  ('ongress.  The  officers  have  made 
choice  o(  Bordenlown,  for  the  place  of  their  residence,  and 
request  that  the  band  of  inusick,  and  their  servants,  may 
go  with  them,  which  was  agreeeble  to  our  Coumiitiee,  and 
hope  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress.  They  re- 
quested some  short  time  to  consider  the  matter  respecting 
tlieir  drawing  of  bills,  for  the  payment  of  the  expense  alrea- 
dy incurred. 

1  beg  leave  to  return  two  commissions,  which  were  filled 
up  wrong  through  misinformation,  and  request  you  will  send 
me  two  blank  ones,  signed  as  formerly;  two  more  were  in 
the  same  predicament,  which  I  have  made  answer,  and 
which  occasioned  my  former  a|)plicalion  for  four.  If  agree- 
able, the  commissions  for  the  third  battalion  may  be  sent 
at  same  time.  I  must  again  repeat,  that  near  one  half  the 
new-raised  two  battalions  are  without  arms.  We  have  got 
no  fund  in  this  Colony  to  avail  ourselves  of  money  to  pur- 
chase them  with.  The  six  thousand  dollars  advanced  by 
Congress  is  expended,  and  unless  four  thousand  more  is 
advanced,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  determine,  you  will  have 
near  one  battalion  supported  at  a  very  great  expense,  with- 
out arms,  (which  can  be  had  for  money,)  and,  consequently, 
unfit  for  service.  Mr.  Lowrey  was  with  me  this  morning, 
and  is  of  the  same  opinion. 

I  am  ordered  by  our  Committee  of  Safety  to  write  to 
you.  I  have  enclosed  a  copy  of  their  order,  that  you  may 
have  tlieir  full  meaning ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
all  due  respect  to  the  Congress,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  ^  m 

'  Samuel  Iucker. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

New-Jersey  Committee  of  Safety,  Princeton,  > 
January  13,  1776.      J 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  acquainting  them  that  the  Congress  of  this  Pro- 
vince is  to  meet  31st  instant,  at  Neio-Brnnswick,  at  which 
time  they  will,  undoubtedly,  give  all  due  attention  to  raising 
the  battalion  ordered  in  this  Colony.  Being  firmly  pur- 
suaded  that  the  appointment  of  officers  by  the  Congress 
will  give  much  greater  satisfaction  in  the  Colony  than  if 
appointed  by  the  Committee,  this  Committee  have,  for 
weighty  reasons,  deferred  issuing  warrants,  until  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress ;  at  the  same  time  recommend  Azariah 
Dunham,  Esq.,  to  be  appointed  Commissary  for  supplying 
such  Battalion  when  raised. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  January  27. — Rnferred  to  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Wylho,  Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams.] 

Cambridge,  January  19,  1776. 
Sir:  Taking  it  for  granted  that  General  Schuyler  has 
not  only  informed  you  of  the  fall  of  the  brave,  and  much  to 
be  lamented,  General  Montgomery,  but  of  the  situation  of 
our  affairs  in  Canada,  (as  related  by  General  Wooster, 
Colonel  Arnold,  Colonel  Campbell,  and  others,)  I  shall 
not  take  up  much  more  of  your  time  on  this  subject,  than 
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is  necessary  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  with 
the  result  thereon,  as  appears  by  the  Council  of  War, 
which  I  immediately  summoned  on  tlie  occasion,  and  at 
which  Mr.  Adams,  by  my  jjarlicular  desire,  was  good 
enough  to  attend.  It  may  appear  siranne,  sir,  as  1  had 
not  men  to  spare  from  these  lines,  that  I  should  presume, 
without  first  sending  to  Congress,  and  obtaining  an  express 
direction,  to  reconmiend  to  the  Governments  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  New- Hampshire,  to  raise  each  a 
reo-iment,  on  the  Continental  account,  for  this  service.  I 
wish,  most  ardently,  tiiat  the  urgency  of  the  case  would 
have  admitted  of  the  delay  ;  I  wish,  also,  that  the  purport  of 
General  Schui/ler's  letter  had  not,  unavoidably,  as  it  were, 
laid  me  under  an  indispensable  obligation  to  do  it.  For, 
having  informed  you  in  his  letter  (copy  of  which  he  en- 
closed me)  of  his  dependance  on  this  quarter  for  men,  1 
thougiit  you  might,  also,  have  some  reliance  on  my  exer- 
tions ;  this  consideration,  added  to  my  fears  of  the  fatal 
consequences  of  delay,  to  an  information  of  your  having 
designed  three  thousand  men  for  Canada;  to  a  belief, 
founded  chiefly  on  General  SchuyleJ-'s  letters,  that  few  or 
none  of  them  are  raised  ;  and  to  my  apprehensions  for 
New-  York,  which  led  me  to  think  that  no  troops  could  be 
sjiared  from  that  quarter,  induced  me  to  lose  not  a  mo- 
ment's time  in  throwing  in  a  force  there,  being  well  assured, 
that  General  Carleton  will  improve,  to  the  utmost,  the  ad- 
vantages gained,  leaving  no  artifices  untried  to  fix  the  Ca- 
nadians and  Indians,  (who,  we  find,  are  too  well  disposed 
to  take  part  with  the  strongest,)  in  his  interest. 

If  these  reasons  are  not  sufficient  to  justify  my  conduct 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  if  tiie  measure  contravenes  any 
resolution  of  theirs,  tliey  will  please  to  countermand  the 
levying  and  marching  of  the  regiments  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  that  my  intentions  were 
good,  if  niy  judgment  has  erred. 

The  Congress  will  please,  also,  to  observe,  that  the  mea- 
sure of  supporting  our  posts  in  Canada,  appeared  of  such 
exceeding  great  importance,  that  the  General  Officers, 
(agreeing  with  me  in  sentiment,  and  unwilling  to  lay  any 
burden  which  can  possibly  be  avoided,  although  it  may 
turn  out  an  ill-timed  piece  of  parsimony,)  have  resolved, 
that  the  three  regiments  for  Canada  shall  be  part  of  the 
thirteen  Militia  regiments  which  were  requested  to  rein- 
force this  Army,  as  appears  by  the  Minutes  of  another 
Council  of  War,  held  on  the  16th  instant. 

I  shall,  being  much  hurried  and  fatigued,  add  no  more 

in  this  letter  than  my  duty  to  Congress,  and  that  I  have 

the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant,  r^  „, 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Govern- 
ments oi  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  -  Hampshire ; 
also,  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  this  Colony,  in  answer  to  an 
application  of  mine  for  arms.  G.  W. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  informed  by  a  mes- 
sage from  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  that  they 
have  resolved  upon  the  raising  of  a  regiment  for  Canada, 
and  appointed  the  Field-Officers  for  it  in  the  western  part 
of  this  Government.  I  am  also  informed,  by  express  from 
Governour  Trumbull,  that  he  and  his  Council  of  Safety 
had  agreed  upon  the  raising  of  a  regiment  for  the  same 
purpose,  which  was  anticipating  my  application  to  that 
Government.  If  commissions  (and  they  are  applied  for) 
are  to  be  given  by  Congress  to  the  three  regiments  going 
to  Canada,  you  will  please  to  have  them  forwarded,  as  I 
have  none  by  me  for  that  purpose.  G.  W. 

Albany,  January  13,  1776. 

I  wish  I  had  no  occasion  to  send  my  dear  General  this 
melancholy  account.  My  amiable  friend,  the  gallant  Mont- 
gomery, is  no  more ;  the  brave  Arnold  is  wounded  ;  and 
we  have  met  with  a  severe  check  in  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt on  Qtieheck.  May  Heaven  be  graciously  pleased 
that  the  misfortune  may  terminate  here.  I  tremble  for  our 
people  in  Canada ;  and  nothing,  my  dear  sir,  seems  left  to 
prevent  the  most  fatal  consequences,  but  an  immediate  re- 
inforcement, that  is  no  where  to  be  had  but  from  you,  and 
the  only  route  that  which  J  have  pointed  out  in  my  letter 
to  Congress,  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed ;  nor  do  I 


think  that  a  less  number  tiian  I  have  mentioned,  will 
suflice.  Should  your  Excellency  think  |)roper  to  send 
the  troops,  you  will  please  to  let  me  know  it  by  express, 
that  I  may  send  i)roviiions  to  Onion  River. 

Congress  has  wrote  to  me  on  the  subject  of  my  request 
to  retire.  Our  afiairs  are  much  worse  than  when  1  made 
the  request ;  this  is  motive  sufiicieni  for  me  to  serve  my 
country  in  any  way  1  can  be  thought  most  serviceable ; 
but  my  utmost  can  be  but  little,  weak  and  indisposed  as 
1  am. 

The  clothing  is  gone  to  Cambridge. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

servant,  „  _ 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  M'ashington.  ' 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head-Quarters  in  Cam- 
bridge, January  16,  1776: 

Present:  His  Excellency  General  l^(7sAi«o-^on,  the  Hon- 
ourable John  Adams,  Member  of  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  Major-General  ffard,  Major-General 
Putnam,  Brigadier-General  Heath,  Brigadier-General 
Spencer,  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  Brigadier-General 
Greene,  Brigadier-General  Gates. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-chief,  laid  before  the 
Council  Letters  received  last  night  from  Major-General 
Schuyler,  enclosing  copies  of  Letters  from  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral fVooster,  Colonel  Arnold,  and  Colonel  Donald  Camp- 
bell, containing  the  melancholy  account  of  the  death  of 
General  Montgomery,  the  wounding  Colonel  Arnold,  and 
the  consequent  failure  of  the  success  of  tiie  assault  upon 
the  city  of  Q^uebeck,  on  the  31st  of  December  last. 

His  Excellency  then  requested  the  opinion  of  the  Coun- 
cil, whether  it  he  proper,  in  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  lines,  to  detach  a  reinforcement  from  hence,  to  the 
succour  of  the  troops  in  Canada. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  feeble  state  of  the  Regi- 
ments here,  it  was  improper  to  detach  any  force  from  these 
lines  to  Q^uebeck,  or  Canada. 

The  General  then  asked,  whether  in  the  present  critical 
situation  of  affairs  in  Canada,  he  should,  in  their  opinion, 
stand  justified  in  requesting,  in  behalf  of  the  Continent,  a 
supply  of  Troops  from  the  New-England  Governments, 
which  was,  unanimously,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Council  then,  unanimously,  advised  bis  Excellency 
the  General,  immediately  to  apply  to  the  Ijegislature  of 
each  of  the  above-mentioned  Colonies,  Rhode-Island  ex- 
cepted, forthwith  to  raise  a  regiment  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  men,  officers  included,  and  direct  them  to 
march  with  all  possible  expedition,  by  the  route  prescribed 
by  Major-General  Schuyler,  to  Canada,  to  be  continued 
until  the  1st  o(  January  next,  as  part  of  the  Continental 
Army,  should  the  affairs  of  the  Continent  require  it. 

His  Excellency  then  demanded  the  opinion  of  the  Coun- 
cil, whether  ten  regiments  of  Militia  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  men  each,  officers  included,  to  be  added  to- 
the  troops  now  in  the  lines,  and  expected  to  be  inlisted, 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  number  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  offence  and  defence  ordered  and  intended  against 
the  Ministerial  army  in  Boston. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  as  matters  are  at  present 
circumstanced,  it  is  best  that  the  three  regiments  intended 
for  Canada,  should  be  taken  out  of  the  thirteen  whicb 
have  been  requested  to  reinforce  the  Army  in  these  lines, 
and  that  ten  regiments,  only,  be  marched  to  Cambridgs^ 
to  serve  until  the  1st  of  April  next. 

The  Council  were,  unanimously,  of  opinion,  that  in  tiie 
present  situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode- 
Island,  continually  subject  and  exposed  to  the  attacks 
of  the  Ministerial  fleet,  and  detached  bodies  of  troops,  it 
was  neither  prudent  nor  reasonable  to  demand  any  more 
troops  from  thence. 

At  a  Council  of  General  Oflicers,  held  at  Head- Quar- 
ters in  Cambridge,  January  ]6,  1776: 

Present:  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  the 
Honourable  John  Adams,  the  Honourable  James  Warren, 
Major-General  Ward,  Major-General  Putnam,  Brigadier- 
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General  Hcnlh,  Bri-^adier-Gcneral  Spencer,  Brisa<1ier-Ge- 
ncral  Sullivan,  Biigadiei-Guneral  Orcene,  Biigadiei-Ge- 
neral  Gates, 

The  Commander-in-c!iief  laid  before  the  Council  a  state 
of  the  regiments  in  ilie  Continental  Army,  llic  consequent 
weakness  of  the  lines,  and,  in  liis  judgment,  the  indispen- 
sable  necessity  of  making  a  bold  ailempt  to  conquer  the 


if  the  recruits  would  come  well  armed,  tliey  should  ba 
allowed  for  the  use  of  lliuir  arms,  and,  if  lost  in  the  ser- 
vice, the  just  value  of  them  should  be  paid  ;  and  that  their 
arms  shall  not  be  detained  from  them  when  their  time  of 
service  shall  expire.  And  that,  to  detain  the  arms  of 
the  Militia,  without  their  consent,  would  neither  promote 
the  good  of  the  service,  nor  facilitate  the  arming  the  forces. 


Ministerial  troops  in  Boston,  before  they  can  be  reinforced  as  it  would  produce  a  general  uneasiness  through  the  coun- 

in  the  Sprin.'  il  the  means  can  be  provided,  and  n  favoura-  try.     And  that  his  Excellency  be  also  mformed,  that  this 

ble  opportuniiy  ofler,  and  then  desired  the  opinion  of  the  Colony  have  in   store,   but  about  two  hundred  fire-arms, 

Council  tiieieon.  P*"^'  "'  which  are  out  of  repair ;  such  as  will  do  for  the 
The  Council  agreed,  unanimously,  that  a  vigorous  at 


lempt  ought  to  be  made  upon  the  Ministerial  army  in 
Boston,  as  soon  a?  practicable,  all  concurring  circumstances 
favouring  the  wished-for  success ;  and  advised  His  Excel- 
lency to^equest  from  this,  and  the  neigiibouring  Colonies, 
thirteen  regiments  of  Militia  to  his  aid,  to  be  at  Cambridge 
by  the  Isl  of  February,  and  to  consist  of  the  same  number 
ef  men  and  officers,  as  those  upon  the  Continental  esta- 
blishment, and  to  remain  (should  occasion  require)  until  ,  i  a.  i 
the  last  of  March,  application  to  be  made  to  the  General  Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon,  Orthrcd,  Ihat  the 
Court  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  for  seven  of  those  regi-  Committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  Gen- 
ments;  to  Connecticut,  for  four;  and  to  New- Hampshire,  eral  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  his  Letter  of  the  lOlli 
for  two;  exempting /?Ao</c-/>7oH(i  from  their  quota  of  men,  current,  be  a  Committee  to  present  him  a  copy  of  the 
en  account  of  the  repeated  insults  of  the  enemy's  ships  of  within  Report.  Sent  up  for  concurrence, 
war,  and  the  exposed  situation  of  the  sea-coasts  of  that 
Colony. 


part  ol  whicli  are  out  ol  repai 

service,  although  provided  lor  the  particular  use  of  this 
Colony,  we  shall  be  ready  to  deliver,  if  they  shall  be  need- 
ed, and  do  all  in  our  power  to  aid  his  Excellency  in  arm- 
ing the  troops. 

By  order:  James  Prescott. 

In  Council,  January  16,  1776:  Read  and  sent  down. 
Pehez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  16,  1776: 


His  Excellency  also  informed  the  Council  of  the  great 
deficiency  of  arms,  and  the  small  prosjiect  of  a  supply,  (the 
Recruiting  Officers  having  signified  to  him,  that  the  re- 
cruits would  not  bring  arms  without  an  allowance  for  the 
use  of  them,  and  be  assured  they  might  carry  them  home 
at  the  expiration  of  their  services.) 

The  Council,  thereupon,  advised  the  General  to  pro- 
cure arms  upon  those  terms,  as  there  seemed  no  probabi- 
lity of  getting  imported  arms,  and  the  service  must  be  put 
to  the  utmost  hazard  without. 

Cambridge,  January  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosures  herewith  sent,  convey 
iucli  full  accounts  of  the  sad  reverse  of  our  affairs  in  Ca- 
nada, as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me,  in  my  present 
hurry,  to  add  ought  to  the  tale.  Your  spirited  Colony 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  sufficiently  impressed  with  the 
expediency  of  a  vigorous  exertion  to  prevent  the  evils 
which,  otherwise,  must  follow  from  the  repulse  of  our  troops. 
It  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  but  that  General  Carleton 
will  improve  this  advantage  to  the  utmost,  and  if  he  should 
be  able  to  give  different  current  of  senlimeiil  to  the  Cana- 
dians and  Indians,  than  those  they  seemed  inclined  to  adopt, 
words  are  unnecessary  to  describe  the  melancholy  efTect 
that  will,  inevitably,  follow.  I  am  persuaded,  therefore,  that 
you  will  exert  yourselves  to  the  utmost,  to  throw  in  the 
reinforcement,  (by  the  route  mentioned  in  General  Schuy- 
ler's letter,)  that  is  now  required  of  your  Colony,  as  the 
doing  of  it  expeditiously  may  prove  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
mportance.  You  will  perceive,  by  the  Minutes  of  the 
Council  of  War  enclosed,  that  the  regiment  asked  of  you 
for  Canada  is  one  of  the  number  applied  for  in  my  letter 
of  the  16ih  instant,  and  that  the  only  difference  with  re- 
spect to  the  requisition,  is  the  length  of  time,  and  place  of    Regiments,  but  'that  those  officers,  together  with  such  as 


James  Warren,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  January  16,  1776 :  Read  and  concurred. 
Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

A  true  copy. — Attest: 

Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

IIsad-Quartcrs,  Cambridge,  January  12,  1776. 

(Ptirolr,  Prnillrltn.i  (Countenign,  Dranc.) 

His  Excellency,  the  Commander-in-chief,  having  been 
pleased  to  order  an  advertisement  in  the  several  news- 
papers of  this  and  the  adjoining  Colonies,  commanding 
"  all  Officers,  noii-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers,  new 
absent  upon  any  leave  or  pretence  whatsoever,  to  join 
their  respective  Regiments,  at  Roxbnry  and  Cambridge,  by 
the  Isi  day  of  February  next,  and  all  Officers  neglecting 
to  pay  due  obedience  thereto,  will  be  forthwith  cashiered, 
and  every  non-Comtnissioned  Officer  and  Soldier,  failing 
therein,  to  be  tried  and  punished  as  Deserters,"  the  Colo- 
nels, and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  and  Corps, 
are  now  positively  ordered  not  to  grant  any  more  furlouglis, 
or  leaves  of  absence  to  any  Officer,  non-Commissioned  Offi- 
cer, or  Soldier,  any  former  order  or  permission  heretofofo 
given  notwithstanding.  His  Excellency,  therefore,  expects 
every  Colonel,  and  Commanding  Officer  of  Regiments  and 
Corps,  will  direct  all  those  absent  from  their  Regiments  or 
Corps,  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  this  Order,  that  no  person 
may  plead,  or  be  allowed  to  plead,  ignorance  thereof. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  13,  1776. 
(Parole,  Ctttnemy,)  (Coumeni^,  Crq/ion,) 

To  prevent  any  misconception  of  the  Order  of  yesterday, 
it  is  declared,  that  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
are  not  restrained  from  sending  out  as  many  recruiting  offi- 
cers as  can  be  spared  from  the  duties  of  their  respective 


service,  as  no  good  would  result  from  sending  troops  to 

Canada  for  a  shorter  period  than  the  Continental  Army  is 

raised  for,  to  wit:  till  the  1st  o(  January,  1777. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

bumble  servant,  ,-,  ^.r  _ 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

A  Letter  similar  to  the  preceding  was  sent  to  the  Go- 
Ternments  of  Connecticut  and  New- Hampshire. 


are  now  out  with  their  recruits,  be  jwsitively  ordered  to 
be  in  camp  by  the  last  of  this  month,  that  bur  real  strength 
may  be  fully  and  clearly  ascertained. 

The  Colonels,  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Corps,  to 
recommend  it,  immediately,  to  their  recruiting  officers,  to 
get  all  their  recruits  armed  in  the  country;  or,  at  least,  as 
many  as  it  is  possible  to  have  supplied  with  arms  from 
thence. 


January  19,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Letter 
to  this  Court,  of  the  15tli  instant,  have  attended  that  ser- 
vice, and  report  as  followeth,  viz: 

That  his  Excellency  be  informed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Court,  there  would  hn  a  general  supply  of  fire-arms 
brought  into  the  camp,  if  he  would  give  publick  notice  that     (Parole,  Lutterel.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  14,  1776. 

(Parole,  Pettrbr^ugh.)  (Ceuntenigii,  London.^ 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  to-morrow  morning  in 
Cambridge,  to  try  such  prisoners  as  shall  he  brought  before 
tliern.  All  evidences  and  persons  concerned  to  attend  the 
Court.  The  Court  to  assemble  at  Mr.  Pomcroy's,  at  ten, 
in  the  forenoon. 


Hsad-Qiiartera,  Cambridge,  January  15,  1776. 
(Countersign,  Fox.) 
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Hoad. Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  16,  I77(i. 
(Parole,  SnyTc.)  (Countfrtipri,  Lneij.J 

Notwiilistnndiiig  llie  repealed  orders  issued  in  the  course 
of  the  last  campaign,  forbiddinj^  all  officers  commanding 
Guards,  to  suffer  any  of  their  Guard  to  be  absent  day  or 
night  from  their  Guard  until  regularly  relieved,  yet  it  is 
with  surprise  the  General  hears  that  it  is  a  conmion  prac- 
tice, even  at  the  advanced  posts  next  the  enemy.  Any 
officer  commanding  at  any  of  the  guards  or  outposts,  who 
shall,  for  the  future,  suffer  any  of  tlieir  officers  or  men  to 
be  absent,  until  regularly  relieved,  will  be  put  in  arrest,  and 
tried  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  17,  1776. 

(Parole,  Cormvallis.)  (Countersign,  Hartley.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  18,  1776. 
fParotf,  H^orceiter.)  (Coumersijii,  Cantbi-ulge.) 

Samuel  Is/eason,  Quartermaster  to  Colonel  Picscotl's 
Regiment,  trietl  at  a  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Col- 
onel Pn/<f«on  was  President,  for  "defrauding  the  Sol- 
diers of  their  allowance  of  Bread,"  is  acquitted  by  the 
Court.  The  General  orders  Quartermaster  Neason  to  be 
released  from  his  arrest. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  January  19,  1776. 
(Parole,  Km-Hmen.)  {Countenipi,  Lee.) 

One  Sergeant,  one  Corporal,  and  twelve  men,  from  Gen- 
eral Putnam's  division,  to  mount  to-morrow  morning  for  the 
Provost  Guard,  at  the  old  School-House,  on  Cambridge 
Common.  To  this  guard  all  prisoners  accused  of  crimes, 
cognisable  by  a  General  Court-Martial,  are  to  be  sent,  and 
all  suspected  spies,  and  all  strollers  and  stragglers,  who 
cannot  give  a  proper  account  of  themselves.  The  guard  is 
to  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  Provost,  and 
he  is  only  to  receive  orders  from  Head-Quarters,  the  Gen- 
eral-in-ciiief,  the  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-Generals  for 
the  time  being. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  January  19,  1776, 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosures  herewith  sent  convey  such 
full  accounts  of  the  sad  reverse  of  our  affairs  in  Canada, 
as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  me,  in  my  present  hurry, 
to  add  ought  to  the  tale. 

Your  spirited  Colony  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  the  expediency  of  a  vigorous  exer- 
tion to  prevent  the  evils  which  must  follow  from  the  re- 
pulse of  our  troops.  It  does  not  admit  of  a  doubt  but  that 
General  Carlcton  will  improve  this  advantage  to  the  utmost ; 
and  if  he  should  be  able  to  give  another  current  of  senti- 
ment to  the  Canadians  and  Indians,  than  those  they 
seemed  inclined  to  adopt,  words  are  unnecessary  to  describe 
the  melancholy  effect  that  must  inevitably  follow. 

I  am  persuaded,  therefore,  that  you  will  exert  yourselves 
to  the  utmost  to  throw  in  the  reinforcement  by  the  route 
mentioned  in  General  Schuyler's  letter,  that  is  now  re- 
quired of  your  Colony,  as  the  doing  of  it,  expeditiously, 
may  prove  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  Minutes  of  the  Coimcil  of  War, 

enclosed,  that  the  regiment  asked  of  you,  for  Canada,  is  one 

of  the  seven  applied  for  in  my  letter  of  the  I6th  instant, 

and  that  tlie  only  difference  with  respect  to  the  requisition 

is  the  length  of  time  and    place   of  service,  as   no  good 

would  result  from  sending  troops  to  Canada  for  a  shorter 

period  than  the  Continental  Army  is  raised  for,  to  wit,  till 

the  first  of  January,  1777. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &ic.  ^  ,., 

'  "  '  George   Washington. 

The  Honourable  General  Court  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  TJiornton. — A  letter  of 
the  same  date  and  similar  to  the  preceding  one. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  &.c. — A  letter 
of  the  same  date  and  similar  to  the  preceding  ones  to  the 
Honourable  General  Court  o(  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  the 
Honourable  ./^io<^Aet/>  IVtorn/on,  Esq.,  with  this  postscri|)t: 

Your  favour  of  the  15tli  instant  now  lies  before  me,  but 


the  hurry  in  which  I  am  engaged,  at  present,  allows  no  more 
than  time  for  acknowledgment  of  it. 

Yours,  &ic.  G.  W. 

general  SULLIVAN  TO  COLONELS   WALDRON  and   CHKSLET. 

Winter-Hill,  January  19,  177C. 

A  requisition  being  made  upon  the  Colony  of  Nerc- 
llampshire  for  a  regiment  of  men,  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  including  all  officers,  I  have,  after 
consulting  his  Excellency  General  fVashington,  thought 
proper  to  raise  and  officer  a  regiment  out  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  lately  come  in  from  that  Colony,  to  remain  in 
the  Continental  service  until  the  first  day  of  April  next. 
I  have  named  eight  Captains,  and  have  nominated  you,  the 
said  John  Waldron,  as  chief  Colonel  of  said  regiment,  and 
yon,  the  said  Alpheus  Chesley,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 
thereof,  and  have  wrote  to  the  General  Assembly  upon 
the  measure  I  have  adojited,  and  requested  them  to  fur- 
nish one  month's  pay,  advance,  for  said  regiment,  upon  the 
credit  of  the  Continent. 

You  are,  therefore,  requested,  immediately,  to  repair  to 
the  General  Assembly,  wait  on  them  with  my  compliments 
and  these  orders  ;  receive  their  commands,  and,  immedi- 
ately, proceed  to  complete  the  regiment  proposed,  and  re- 
turn to  Head-Quarters  by  the  first  day  of  February  next. 
You  will  please  to  pay  strict  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  that  Assembly,  and  on  all  occasions  give  notice  of  your 
proceedings  to  your  humble  servant, 

John  Sullivan, 
Brigadier-General  of  the  Continental  Army, 
To  John  Waldron  and  Alpheus  Chesley,  Esquires. 


SAMUEL  DEXTER  TO  PEREZ  MORTON. 

Woodstock,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  wrote  by  direction 
of  the  major  part  of  the  honourable  Council,  informing 
me  of  my  appointment  to  be  first  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  did  not  come 
to  hand  till  the  arrival  of  the  third  post  after  its  date,  or  I 
should  sooner  have  returned  the  answer  expected  from  me. 

At  a  time  when  my  declining  a  seat  in  the  General 
Court  has  removed  all  ground  of  objection  from  any  sup- 
posed impro|)riety  of  acting,  both  in  a  legislative  and  judi- 
ciary capacity,  I  should  not  choose  to  excuse  myself  from 
accepting  this  trust,  did  not  the  ill  state  of  my  health  abso- 
lutely  require  it. 

My  complaints,  which  have  been,  gradually,  increasing 
for  more  than  two  years  past,  are  chiefly  of  the  nervous 
kind,  and  forbid  any  degree  of  mental  application  beyond 
what  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  management  of  my 
private  concerns.  I  cannot  promise  myself  strength  suffi- 
cient even  for  matters  of  such  comparatively  small  im- 
portance. 

Such  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  with  whom  I  for?- 
merly  sat  in  Council  will  testify  for  me,  that,  however 
poorly  I  acquitted  myself  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to 
the  publick,  I  ever  appeared  solicitous  to  act  a  part  that 
should  meet  with  approbation. 

Although  in  the  department  designed  me,  but  moderate 
attention  and  study  may  be  thought  requisite,  yet  even 
that  I  am,  by  indisposition  of  body,  which  affects  my  mind, 
rendered  totally  unfit  for. 

Some  time  since  I  came  to  a  determination  never  to  en- 
gage in  any  new  kind  of  employment  of  a  publick  nature  ; 
and,  for  the  future,  to  do  no  more  than  a  conscientious  re- 
gard for  my  oath  should  demand  of  me  in  the  office  I  have, 
for  divers  years  past,  sustained  ;  and  1  have,  sir,  to  request 
that  you  would,  by  communicating  this  letter,  make  their 
Honours  acquainted  with  a  resolution  which  1  have,  upon 
mature  thought,  found  it  needful  to  enter  into. 

I  am  no  less  desirous  that  the  honourable  Board  should 
know  that  1  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  honour  they  have 
done  me ;  and  that  1  wish  their  happiness  with  a  fervency 
not  to  be  expressed,  although  exceeded  by  the  ardour  with 
which  I  pray  for  the  salvation  of  my  country. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Dexter. 
To  Perez  Morton,  Esq.,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, Watertown. 
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ON  OPENING  THE  PORTS  OF  THE  COLONIES  TO  THE  VESSELS 
OK  FRASrE  AND   SPAIN. 

Williamsburgli,  Virginia,  January  20,  1776. 

As  llie  Ministry,  and  ihcir  tools,  have  persisted  in  cliarg- 
ii)<;  America  with  a  desire  of  independence,  and  in  si)ite  of 
all  liie  most  solemn  declarations  on  her  part,  that  she  is 
still  (or  rather,  1  hope,  was)  willing  to  he  subject  to  Bii- 
fni;i,as  completely  as  she  was  in  the  year  1763,  and  as  we 
Inve  ijood  reason  to  suppose,  great  as  their  lust  of  power 
is,  that  avarice  has  the  greatest  share  in  influencing  their 
conduct,  and  that,  therefore,  not  merely  an  empty  title  to 
superiority  is  claimed,  or  even  a  substantial  revenue,  but 
that  something  more  is  insisted  on,  the  total  monopoly  of 
our  trade ;  1  say,  as  these  things  are  evident,  we  have  just 
cause  of  complaint,  and  may  well  resent  such  low  suspi- 
cion and  base  treatment. 

Whoever  considers  the  acts  of  Parliament,  laying  re- 
strictions on  the  trade  of  the  Colonies,  before  the  year 
1763,  will  be  astonished  to  find  that  the  Congress,  after 
one  of  their  petitions  had  been  treated  with  contempt, 
and  a  bloody,  perfidious,  and  inhuman  war  was  entered 
into  against  them,  should  consent  that  those  acts  should 
still  be  binding  on  them  ! 

When  we  entered  into  an  association  not  to  trade  with 
Great  Britain,  provided  she  had  been  contented  to  try 
who  could  hold  out  longest,  and  see  who  would  repent  first, 
and  make  the  first  overtures  of  accommodation,  it  would 
have  been  right  to  have  contented  ourselves  with  our  own 
manufactures:  but  when  they  not  only  laugh  at  our  efforts 
in  this  way,  and  affect  to  despise  our  whole  trade,  as  of  no 
importance  to  them,  but  also  have,  by  levying  against  us  a 
heavy  and  savage  war,  obliged  us  to  incur  many  and  great 
expenses,  and  to  neglect,  in  many  parts  of  our  country, 
agriculture  and  manufactures,  we  must  be  fools,  indeed, 
not  to  open  our  ports,  and  to  try  what  value  may  be  put 
on  our  trade  by  France  and  Spain,  and  how  we  may, 
thereby,  influence  them  in  our  favour,  and  endeavour,  by 
our  trade,  to  procure  every  thing  necessary  for  the  support 
of  llie  war,  and  our  defence  and  ajnifort.  By  doing  this 
we  pave  the  way  to  a  powerful  alliance,  and  by  it  may 
humble  the  pride  of  our  enemies,  may  show  them  we  bid 
defiance  to  their  attempts  to  enslave  us,  and  that,  so  far 
from  being  sufferers  for  want  of  their  trade,  we  can  do  ten 
times  better  without  it. 

If  the  ports  were  open  to  all  nations,  except  the  Bri- 
tish, we  might  soon  sink  our  paper  money,  and  our  estates 
would  be  of  ten  times  their  present  value.  Our  tobacco, 
hemp,  flax,  cotton,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  iron,  lead,  staves, 
and  lumber;  our  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye,  rice,  Indian 
corn,  peas,  beans,  &,c.,  &£c.,  might  be  sold  for  their  real 
value,  in  cash,  or  such  commodities  as  we  might  wish  to 
barter  them  for.  Our  tobacco  would  then  always  com- 
mand a  good  price,  and  ready  money  ;  we  should  seldom 
get  less  than  thirty  or  forty  shillings  a  hundred  for  it  in 
cash  ;  good  wheat  would  sell  for  six  or  seven  shillings  a 
bushel,  and  all  other  things  in  proportion ;  and,  instead  of 
paying  the  high  price  we  now  do  for  British  goods,  bought 
of  Scotch  factors,  at  an  extravagant  rate  after  selling  them 
our  tobacco  for  a  mere  nothing,  we  should  buy  every  thing 
equally  good,  if  not  better,  at  half  price,  and  often  get 
them  in  exchange  for  articles  of  our  produce  which  now 
we  never  attend  to:  The  truth  of  this  can  be  asserted  by 
those  who  have  traded  in  French,  Spanish,  Dutch,  or  Ita- 
lian ports.  Claret  would  then  be  as  cheap  as  Madeira 
wine,  and  velvet  as  broadcloth,  and  rum,  sugar,  molasses, 
wine,  oil,  olives,  French  brandy,  arrack,  tea,  spices,  &c., 
&tc.,  would  be  exchanged  here  for  such  necessaries,  or  rari- 
ties, as  would  be  wanted  in  the  different  ships,  by  the  cap- 
tains, factors,  or  men,  and  by  their  friends  and  customers, 
at  the  different  ports  they  come  from.  Our  ports  would 
then  be  filled  with  ships,  and  our  towns  with  respectable 
merchants ;  the  value  of  our  country  would  soon  be  known 
abroad,  and  numbers  of  people,  of  ingenuity  and  property, 
would  come  and  settle  among  us.  We  should  have  the 
trade  protected  against  our  present  oppressors,  the  amplest 
means  of  defence  afforded  us,  and  even  Great  Britain 
hersulf  would  soon  court  our  favour,  and  be  willing  to  form 
a  commercial  league  with  us. 

Let  any  one  consider  these  things,  and  then  let  him 
say,  whether  he  would  hesitate  a  moment  to  open  our 
P°'''''  An  American. 


MARYLAND  COCNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 

[No.  2.]  Annapolis,  January  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  By  a  resolution  of  the  Convention,  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  and  the  town  of  Baltimore,  are  to  be 
fortified,  if  it  be  practicable.  As  we  are  much  at  a  loss  for 
cannon,  and  as  we  h.ear  they  have  more  at  Neiv-York  and 
Philadelphia  tiian  they  have  occasion  for,  we  imagine 
they  niay  be  willing  to  spare  some  of  them.  We  must, 
therefore,  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inquire  of  the 
gentlemen  ol  those  Provinces,  in  Congress,  or  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Philadelphia  whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  them 
to  lend  us  any  of  them,  and  acquaint  us  with  their  answer. 
We  shall  want  about  thirty  or  forty  eighteen-pounders ;  if 
we  are  favoured  with  the  loan  of  them,  they  shall  be  re- 
turned, or  paid  for  if  lost  or  damaged.  As  there  will  be  great 
danger  in  attempting  to  get  tiiem  round  by  water,  if  we 
borrow  them  from  the  Province  of  New- York,  we  judge  it 
may  be  best  to  get  them  down  by  land  to  Delmoare  Bay, 
from  thence,  over  short  carrying-places,  they  may  be  got 
into  our  Bay.  Any  money  that  may  be  necessary  to  defray 
the  expenses  in  getting  down,  shall  be  sent  you,  or  lodged 
where  you  think  proper.  We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  Convention  for  en)itting  bills  of  credit, 
as  some  clauses  require  particular  duties  to  be  performed  by 
yourselves.  We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  yours,  &,c. 
To  the  Dej)uties  for  Maryland,  in  Congress. 


STEPHEN  STEWARD  TO   CHARLES  WALLACE. 

Wcsl-River,  Saturday,  January  20,  1776. 

Dear  Charles  :  I  have  long  been  thinking  of  a  ma- 
chine of  some  sort,  to  save  your  town.  I  think,  I  have 
now  fell  on  one,  that  shall  withstand  against  any  ship  in 
the  navy  that  they  can  trust  before  your  town.  The  ma- 
chine must  float,  and  carry  twenty  eighteen-pounders;  it 
must  be  about  one  hundred  and  eigiit  feet  long,  thirty- 
two  feet,  or  less,  broad,  five  and  a  half  feel  deep,  the  sides 
and  ends  to  be  glasaded,  so  that  the  men  shall  fight  under 
cover,  and  the  sides  and  ends  cannon  proof.  This  ma- 
chine, I  think,  may  be  completed  in  two  months,  at  the 
expense  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  or  less.  The 
friendship  I  have  from  yourself,  T.  llyde  and  T.  Harwood, 
has  partly  employed  my  mind  this  six  weeks  piist.  If  the 
Committee  of  Safety  think  well  of  this  matter,  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lost,  and  you  must  come  down  to  me  to-morrow 
morning,  as  1  can  wait  neither  on  you,  nor  the  Committee, 
in  all  next  week.  If  this  machine,  or  floating  battery ,  can  be 
got  ready  in  time,  1  think  it  will  save  your  town  from  any 
thing  that  can  be  done  to  it  by  sea.  Every  man  of  you 
must  attend  to  this  matter,  as  one  hundred  men  may  be 
employed.  I  am,  Charles,  with  sincere  respect,  yours. 
To  Charles  Wallace,  Esq.  Stephen  Steward. 

P.  S.  This  machine  may  always  keep  a  fire  on  the  ene- 
my, as  there  must  be  two  cannon  in  each  end,  and  eight  on 
each  side.  She  may  carry  fifty-two  swivels  on  her  sides 
and  ends,  to  prevent  her  being  boarded. 

My  friend  1  think  ill  used  by  both  Congress  and  Conven- 
tion. The  Congress  gave  their  ships  to  build  to  men  that 
knows  nothing  of  the  business.  Jack  Steward,  you  know, 
has  been  used  ill  by  Convention,  but  still  I  am  ready  to 
serve  my  country  in  every  degree  that  lies  in  my  power. 

If  any  opportunity,  send  Thomas  Johnson  a  copy  cf  iliia 
to-day,  as  he  desired  I  would  think  of  something  of  this 
sort  to  save  the  town. 

JAMES  MURRAY  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OK  SAFETY. 

Camljridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  James  Campbell, 
who  acted  as  a  Captain  of  our  Militia,  had  the  honour,  on 
application,  of  being  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Light 
Infantry  Company  at  our  last  C'onvcntion. 

I  am  to  beg  leave  to  introduce  this  gentleman  to  you,  as 
particularly  worthy  your  notice.  I  think,  upon  conversa- 
tion with  him,  he  may  afford  some  very  useful  hints  in  those 
branches,  that  we,  at  this  time,  stand  so  much  in  need  of: 
I  mean  gunnery  and  fortification.  Have  known  him  for 
several  years,  in  character  of  a  captain  of  a  ship,  the  sea- 
faring life  having  been  his  calling  from  his  infancy,  and 
think,  to  do  him  justice  in  that  sense,  or  any  other  that  he 
engages  in,  he  will  merit  estue;i).     I  believe  ho  brings  with 
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him  a  plan  of  a  floating  battery,  his  own  invention,  which 
may,  very  possibly,  «fford  matter  for  improvement,  should 
the  original  fail.  If  you  attempt  fortilication,  and  are  not 
already  supplied  with  an  able  hand,  believe  you  will  find 
him  very  clever  in  drawing  and  taking  charts  of  your  iiar- 
bours  and  Bay,  and  pointing  out  the  fittest  place  to  erect 
fortifications  on. 

With  due  regard,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  humble  ser- 

^^"''  James  Muiiray. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 

PRESIDENT  OF  CONOHESS  TO  GENGRAI.  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  In  my  former  letter,  I  mentioned  the  disagreeable 

news  received  from  Canada.     The  Congress  liave  taken 

... 
that  matter  into  consideration,  and  having  examined  Mr. 

Antill,  and  duly  deliberated  on  tiie  situation  of  ouraftliirs  in 

that  quarter,  they  have  come  to  sundry  resolutions,  which  I 

have  the  honour  to  enclose. 

I  would  just  observe,  that  by  Mr.  AntiWs  examination, 
it  appears  our  loss  is  greater  than  what  is  set  forth  in  the 
despatches  he  brought ;  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to 
you.  Almost  the  whole  of  General  Arnold's  gallant  de- 
tachment are  taken  prisoners,  having,  after  four  hours'  resis- 
tance, been  obliged  to  surrender  at  discretion.  However, 
we  have  the  satisfaction  to  hear  the  prisoners  are  treated 
with  humanity. 

The  Congress  are  anxious,  as  well  from  motives  of  po- 
licy, as  of  justice  and  humanity,  to  rejyair  our  losses  in  that 
quarter,  and  if  possible,  to  gain  possession  of  (^iiebeck,  and 
drive  our  enemies  out  of  that  country,  before  they  can  be 
reinforced  in  the  Spring. 

An  active,  able  General  is  wanted  to  take  the  command 
there,  and  if  such  an  one  can  be  spared  from  the  service  at 
Cambridge,  it  is  their  desire  you  should  send  him. 

The  battalion  from  Pennsylvania,  and  that  from  New- 
Jersey,  will  set  forward  the  beginning  of  next  week. 

As  it  is  of  great  importance,  as  well  for  the  security  and 
relief  of  our  friends,  as  for  confirming  the  wavering,  that 
speedy  succours  should  arrive,  I  am  directed  to  request 
you  to  detach  from  the  camp,  at  Cambridge,  one  battalion, 
if  the  service  there  will  permit  you  to  spare  one,  with  orders 
to  march  with  the  greatest  expedition  possible  to  Canada. 
If  this  cannot  be  complied  with,  you  will  use  your  utmost 
endeavours  in  stimulating  the  Governour  of  Connecticut  and 
the  Convention  of  New-Hampshire,  to  whom  I  write  by 
this  opportunity,  to  forward,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  the 
very  first  companies  that  can  be  raised  in  those  Colonies. 
You  can  easily  conceive  what  effect  the  arrival  of  even  one 
company  will  have  on  the  minds  of  our  friends,  especially 
when  they  shall  be  satisfied  it  will  soon  be  followed  by  more. 

The  Colony  of  iS'oi(/A- Cflro?tna  has  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  oblige  Lord  William  Campbell,  with  the  vessels  of 
war,  to  quit  their  harbour.  Being  earnestly  desirous  of 
providing  for  their  defence,  they  have  resolved  to  fit  out 
some  armed  vessels,  but  not  having  seamen  among  them- 
selves, they  have  despatched  Captain  Cochran  to  the  north- 
ward, to  inlist  a  number  of  seamen  for  the  service  of  that 
Colony.  Lest  the  offers  he  was  empowered  to  make 
might  prejudice  the  service,  the  Congress  have  chalked  out 
a  plan  for  him  to  go  by,  as  you  will  see  in  the  enclosed 
extracts,  and  I  am  directed  to  desire  you  will  please  to  for- 
ward this  service. 

Yesterday  Doctor  J.  Smith,  who  made  his  escape  from 
Frederick,  was  brought  to  this  town.  He  was  taken  at 
the  Little  Meadows,  on  his  way  to  Detroit,  and  had  with 
him  letters  from  Connolly  to  the  commanding  officer  there. 

I  hinted  to  you  in  my  former  letter,  that  the  Congress 
were  taking  measures  for  tlie  defence  of  the  Middle  and 
Southern  Colonies.  For  this  purpose,  over  and  above  those 
destined  for  Canada,  they  have  ordered  four  battalions  to 
be  raised  in  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  two  in  New-Jersey, 
four  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in  the  Counties  on  Delaivare, 
six  in  Virginia,  three  in  North- Carolina,  three  in  South- 
Carolina,  and  one  in  Georgia,  each  to  consist  of  seven 
liundred  and  twenty-eight  men,  including  officers,  making 
in  the  whole,  with  those  for  Canada,  thirty-four  battalions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  lie. 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  General  Washington. 


PUESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GOVEBNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

I'liiladclphia,  January,  2C,  1776. 

Sir:  In  my  former  letter  I  enclosed  you  sundry  resolu- 
tions, pas36  1  by  Congress  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  and 
iherein  took  t'le  liberty  of  urging  the  necessity  of  sending 
speedy  succours  to  that  country. 

The  disagreeable  news  lately  received  from  that  quarter, 
and  the  repulse  our  troops  met  with  in  their  attempt  on 
(^uebeck,  in  which  we  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  the 
brave  and  gallant  General  Montgomery,  render  it  still  more 
necessary,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  reinforce  our  Army 
there,  as  well  for  the  security  and  relief  of  our  friends,  as 
for  the  better  securing  the  rights  and  liberties,  not  only  of 
that  Colony,  but  of  the  other  United  Colonics. 

In  addition  to  the  former,  I  have  now  the  honour  of  en- 
closing sundry  resolutions  passed  since  the  advice  received, 
and  1  trust,  from  your  approved  zeal  in  the  cause  of  ^me- 
rica,  that  every  endeavour  in  your  power  will  be  exerted 
to  levy  and  lorward  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
your  Colony. 

You  will  easily  conceive  what  life,  spirit,  and  confidence, 
the  arrival  of  but  one  company  will  give  our  friends  there, 
especially,  when  they  understand  it  is  quickly  to  be  follow- 
ed by  more  forces.  You  will,  therefore,  with  the  utmost 
despatch  forward  the  first  that  can  be  got  ready. 

To  prevent  any  delay,  I  send,  enclosed,  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, blank  commissions  for  the  Field-Officers,  Captains, 
and  Subalterns,  which  you  will  please  to  fill  up  with  the 
names  of  such  gentlemen  as  you  shall  judge  best  quali- 
fied. 

Time  does  not  permit  me  to  enlarge.  I  must,  therefore, 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extracts,  and  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &,c., 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  CONVENTION  OF  NEW-HAMP- 
SHIRE. 

Philadelphia,  January  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  addition  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress, 
passed  the  8th  instant,  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  I  have 
now  to  add  sundry  others,  which  the  advices  lately  receiv- 
ed, and  the  repulse  our  troops  met  with,  in  an  attempt  on 
Q^uebeck,  render  absolutely  necessary  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

There  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  timely  reinforce- 
ment will  not  only  secure  our  friends  and  retrieve  our 
losses,  but  put  us  in  possession  of  Quebeck  before  succours 
can  reach  our  enemies.  1  am,  therefore,  directed  most 
earnestly  to  press  you  with  all  possible  expedition  to  levy 
and  forward  the  battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  your  Co- 
lony. And  as  you  lie  the  most  contiguous,  I  trust,  from 
your  wonted  zeal,  you  will  be  the  first  to  carry  relief  and 
succour. 

You  will  easily  conceive  what  life,  spirit,  and  confidence, 
the  arrival  of  but  one  company  will  give  our  friends  there, 
especially  when  they  understand  it  is  quickly  to  be  followed 
by  more  forces.  You  will,  therefore,  with  the  utmost  de- 
spatch forward  the  first  that  can  be  got  ready. 

To  prevent  any  delay,  I  send,  enclosed,  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, blank  commissions  for  the  Field-Officers,  Captains, 
and  Subalterns,  which  you  will  please  to  fill  up  with  the 
names  of  such  gentlemen  as  you  shall  judge  best  qualified 
and  proper  for  the  service. 

The  money  for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  battalion 
will  be  forwarded  by  your  Delegate  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch. The  encouragement  given  to  the  men  will,  I  hope, 
facilitate  your  business,  and  I  trust  your  zeal  will  not  be 
wanting  in  the  defence  of  our  common  liberties.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  to  enlarge.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  leave,  for 
other  matters,  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extracts,  only 
reminding  you  that  the  battalion  is  to  consist  of  eight  com- 
panies, and  each  company  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieute- 
nants, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  a  drum 
and  fife,  and  seventy-six  privates  ;  the  Staff  Officers :  a  Sur- 
geon, a  Quartermaster,  an  Adjutant,  and  a  Chaplain. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  &ic., 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Convention  of  New-Hampshire. 
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PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  NEW-TORK  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  January  20,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  tlie  lionour  of  enclosing  you  sun- 
dcy  resolutions  passed  by  Congress,  as  well  for  ilie  defence 
of  your  Colony,  as  for  rep.airiiig  ihe  loss  lately  sustained  in 
Canada,  and  succouring  our  friends  there. 

The  shortness  of  llie  time  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge. 
1  must,  theiefore,  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed 
extracts,  and  just  inform  you,  that  the  Congress  rely  with 
confidence  on  your  zeal  for  the  cause,  that  you  will  exert 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  hasten  the  march  of  the  troops 
ordered  to  Canada,  and  to  raise  those  destined  for  the  de- 
fence of  your  Colony.  Herewith  I  send  you  blank  com- 
missions for  the  officers  under  the  rank  of  Majors,  which 
you  will  please  to  fill  up.  On  the  recommendation  of  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  the  Congress  have  continued  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates,  and  Major  Ganse- 
toort,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  have  ap- 
pointed them  to  the  command  of  the  battalion  to  be  raised 
in  your  Colony  for  the  defence  of  Canada;  and  they  have 
directed  me,  agreeable  to  an  established  rule,  to  request 
you  will  please  to  transmit,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  names 
of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  whom  you  shall  judge  duly 
qualified,  at  least  two  for  each  command,  out  of  whom  they 
may  elect  Field-Officers  for  the  other  battalions. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &tc.,      j^^^  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  of  New-  York. 


president  of  congress  to  general  SCHnTLER. 

Fhilidelphia,  JuDuary  20,  1776. 

Sir:  On  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  Antill  arrived  with 
your  despatches  of  the  13th  instant,  which  were  imme- 
diately communicated. 

The  Congress  sincerely  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of 
your  amiable  friend,  their  gallant  and  much  esteemed  Gen- 
eral. 

Having  conferred  with  Mr.  Antill,  and  duly  deliberated 
on  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  Canada,  they  have  come 
to  sundry  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose, 
and  which  you  will  please  to  communicate  with  the  utmost 
despatch  to  General  fVooster,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
defence  of  Canada,  or  are  necessary  for  his  direction. 

The  Congress  rely  with  confidence  that  he  will  exert 
his  best  endeavours  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  his  troops, 
especially,  when  you  assure  him,  that  every  means  will  be 
used,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  succour  and  support 
him.  The  battalions  from  Pennsylvania  and  Neto- Jersey, 
which  were  under  marching  orders,  will  set  forward  the 
beginning  of  next  week;  and  despatches  are  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  to  the  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and 
New-Hampshire,  to  hasten  up  troops  from  thence. 

Enclosed  is  a  number  of  commissions  for  the  battalions 
to  be  raised  in  Canada,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  filled 
up  with  the  names  of  such  as  you  shall  deem  most  suit- 
able. As  General  Montgomery,  to  whom  it  was  left  to 
recomiDcnd  proper  officers,  is  now  no  more,  you  will  en- 
deavour to  find  out  the  most  accomplished  and  suitable 
men,  for  the  Canadian  regiments;  having  a  regard  to  men 
of  influence,  and  such  as  are  best  attached  to  our  cause. 

1  am,  Sz.c., 


of  whom  the  Congress  may  elect  Field-Officers  for  said 
bnttaiion.  IJInnk  commissions  will  be  sent  you  to  fill  up 
with  the  names  of  such  as  you  shall  please  to  appoint  offi- 
cers under  the  rank  of  Major. 

i  must  not  omit  pressing  the  necessity  of  attending  to 
the  collectinir  of  specie,  an  article  so  necessary  just  at  this 
juncture,  that  the  safety  of  America  depends  upon  it;  for 
without  it,  an  army  cannot,  at  this  lime,  be  kept  up  in  Ca- 
nada, and  the  loss  of  Canada  will,  in  all  probability,  involve 
us  in  an  Indian  war. 

I  am,  Sic,  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey. 


To  General  Schuyler. 


John  Hancock,  President. 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  NEW-JERSEY  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  January  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  forward  to 
you  the  enclosed  resolutions,  by  which,  you  will  perceive, 
it  is  their  earnest  desire,  that  you  should  exert  your  utmost 
endeavours  in  forwarding  the  march  of  the  battalion  to 
Canada. 

As  another  battalion  is  ordered  to  be  raised  in  your  Co- 
lony, it  is  expected  you  will  pursue  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  levying  the  same  with  all  possible  expedition, 
and  supplying  them  with  arms,  accoutrements,  and  other 
necessaries,  that  there  may  be  no  delay.  I  am  directed  to 
request  you  to  send  the  names  of  such  gentlemen  as  you 
judge  best  qualified,  at  least  two  for  each  command,  out 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT  TO  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  January  20, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress  on  the  8lh  instant,  voted 
to  raise  one  regiment  in  the  western  parts  of  our  Province 
for  the  service  in  Canada.  The  news  of  the  misfortune  at 
Qijtiect  arriving  here  last  Thursday,  they  voted  yesterday 
to  give  the  men  a  bounty  of  forty  shillings,  and  one  month's 
pay  advance,  to  encourage  tiie  speedy  inlisting  and  sending 
forward  said  regiment,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  every  thing 
in  your  power  to  hasten  it,  as  the  taking  and  securing  Ca- 
nada this  Winter,  or  early  in  the  Spring,  before  the  arrival 
of  British  troops,  will  be  of  almost  infinite  advantage  to 
the  Continent,  more  especially  to  New-England,  and  to 
our  Colony  in  particular.  One  regiment  will  begin  to 
march  from  lliis  place  for  Canada  in  a  few  days,  and  on© 
regiment  from  New-Jersey  m  eight  or  ten  days  ;  orders  are, 
also,  given  to  raise  men  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  same 
service,  besides  those  in  New- Hampshire,  one  more  regi- 
ment in  Pennsylvaiiia,  one  ditto,  in  New-Jersey,  one  ditto, 
on  the  western  parts  of  New-  York,  and  one  ditto,  in  Con- 
necticut, and  this  day  I  expect  one  will  be  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  Massachusetts  for  the  same  purpose.  No  cost  or 
pains  must  be  spared  to  secure  the  important  Province  of 
Canada. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  my  request,  that  Delegates  may  bo 
appointed  and  sent  here,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  in  my  opi- 
nion the  representation  of  a  Colony,  at  this  important  crisis, 
is  too  weighty  and  important  to  be  intrusted  to  any  one 
person.  That  you  may  see  the  necessity  of  a  larger  repre- 
sentation of  our  Colony,  I  would  inform  you,  that  beside 
Committees  for  special  purposes,  that  are  frequently  chosen, 
there  are  four  or  five  standing  Committees  appointed,  soiiia 
for  secrecy,  some  for  despatch  ;  some  of  whicli  Committees 
are  intrusted  with  large  powers  ;  and  that  there  may  be  no 
cause  of  complaint,  those  Committees  consist  of  one  Dele- 
gate from  each  Colony;  sometimes  two,  sometimes  three,  of 
those  Committees  sit  at  the  same  time,  so  that,  though  I 
attend  some  one  of  the  Committees  almost  every  night 
and  morning,  before  and  after  Congress,  yet  sometimes 
business  of  consequence  is  transacted  by  them  without  our 
Colony  being  represented,  and  sometimes  the  Committees 
sit  while  the  Congress  is  sitting,  so  that  our  Colony  must 
be  unrepresented  in  one  of  them,  while  every  other  Colo- 
ny may  be  represented  in  both. 

I  have  been  here  almost  five  months,  great  part  of  the 
time  without  a  colleague.  I  really  find  that  1  never  knew 
what  confinment,  with  business,  was  before,  and  that  I  want 
more  exercise  of  body,  and  less  of  mind,  at  least  for  some 
time.  I  please  myself  with  hopes  I  shall  soon  see  Dele- 
gates here  from  our  Colony,  and  that  I  may  return  to  my 
family,  and  with  my  domestick  affairs  relax  and  unbend 
my  fatigued  mind. 

The  sum  of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
the  Congress  ordered  to  be  sent  to  you,  to  be  used  in  rais- 
ing our  regiment  for  Canada,  I  shall  send  forward,  as  soon 
as  I  can.  Please  to  acquaint  me  witii  the  publick  affairs 
of  our  Colony,  as  often  as  convenient,  and,  in  particular, 
with  your  success,  from  time  to  time,  in  raising  the  regi- 
ment. As  the  Congress  have  intrusted  you  with  appoint- 
ing the  officers,  1  know  you  will  do  the  best  you  can  to 
appoint  proper  persons,  and  hope  you  will  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Jo  SI  AH  Bartlett. 

To  the  Provincial  Conmiittee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire 
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COLONEL  BULL  TO  CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS.  scfver  of  men,  to  show  favoui",  and  to  renew  unto  us  a  state 

[Read  January  20,  1776.]  of  tranquillity  and    peace?     It  is  our  fervent  desire  lliat 

May  it  please  yocr   Honours:    An  attachment  to  t'l's  may  soon  appear  to  be  tlie  pious  resolution  of  the  peo- 

iiberty,  and  a  regard  for  the  ii<;hts  of  mankind,  were  the  P'^  '"  general,  of  all  ranks  and  denominations;  then  may 

only  motives  which  induced  me  to  take  an  active  and  lead-  vve  have  a  well-grounded   hope,  that  wisdom   from    above, 

ing  part  in  the  present  unhappy,  but,  at  the  same  time,  ^^h'ch  is  pure,  peaceable,  and  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 

most  necessary  struggle  for  the  defence  of  the  same.    Being  y'"  preside  and  govern  in  the  deliberations  of  tiiose  who, . 

actuated  by  these  motives,  I  offered  my  service,  as  Colonel  '"  ''i^^*^  perilous  times,  undertake  the  transaction  of  the 

of  tlie  First  Peivuykania  Battalion,  raised   by  order  of  '"o^'  important  publick  affairs;  and   that,  by  their  steady 

your  honourable  House,  to  which  command  your  Honours  ^^'^''^  ^"'^  endeavours,  constantly  to  act  under  the  influences 


were  pleased  to  appoint  me.  It  would  be  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  me,  personally,  to  oj)pose  the  enemies  of  my 
country,  but  finding  myself  ill-treated  by  many  of  the  offi- 
cers in  my  corps,  and  that  near  one-half  of  them  threaten 
to  resign  their  commissions  if  I  continue  in  command, 
which,  at  a  time  when  we  are  under  immediate  marching 
orders,  might  be  productive  of  very  bad  consequences  to 
the  service,  my  regard  to  the  publick   interest  obliges  me 


of  this  wisdom,  those  of  inferior  stations  will  be  incited  di- 
ligently to  pursue  tlmse  measures  which  make  for  peace, 
and  tend  to  the  reconciliation  of  contending  parties,  on 
principles  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  Christ,  who  "came  not 
to  destroy  ujch's  lives,  but  to  save  them."  Lul^c  ix.  56. 
We  are  so  fully  assured  that  these  principles  aie  the  most 
certain  and  effectual  means  of  preventing  the  extreme 
misery  and  desolations  of  wars  and  bloodshed,  that  we  are 


to  beg  leave  to  resign  my  commission,  which  I  hereby  do,  constrained  to  entreat  all,  who  profess  faith  in  Chrut,  to 
at  the  same  time  humbly  requesting,  that  the  Congress  manifest  that  they  really  believe  in  him,  and  desire  to  ob- 
vvould  proceed  to  a  determination  on  the  memorial  exhi-  *<*'"  '''^  blessings  he  pronounced  to  the  makers  of  peace, 
bited  against  me  by  my  officers,  as  I  value  my  reputation  Matthew,  v,  9.  His  spirit  ever  leads  to  seek  for,  and  im^  » 
more  than  life.*  If  I  have  erred,  1  have  erred  with  those  prove  every  opportunity  of  promoting  peace  and  reconcili- 
wlio  have  gone  before  me,  and  it  has  been  the  fault  of  my  a"on>  and  constantly  to  remember,  that,  as  we  really  con- 
head  and  not  of  my  heart.  fide  in  him,  he  can,  in  his  own  time,  change  the  Iiearts  of 
The  present  untoward  circumstances  siiali  not  alter  my  ""  f"^"  •"  S"<^''  "lanner,  that  the  way  to  obtain  it,  hath 
conduct,  nor  abate  my  zeal,  and  whenever  I  shall  be  called  ^^^"  ofl^"  opened,  contrary  to  every  liuman  prospect  and  ' 
upon  again  to  serve  my  country,  I  shall,  with  the  greatest  expectation. 

pleasure,  obey  the  summons.  May  we,  therefore,  heartily  and  sincerely  unite  in  suppii- 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with   the  utmost  regard,  your  most  cations  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,  to  grant  the  plentiful  effu- 

obedient,  humble  servant,  .  sionsof  his  spirit  to  all,  and,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  those 

John  Bull.  jp  superior  stations,  that  they  may,  with  sincerity,  guard 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the  United  against  and  reject  all  such  measures  and  councils  as  may 

Colonies,  now  sitting  at  Fhiiadclphia.  increase  and  per|)eluate  the  discord,  animosities,  and  un- 

happy  contentions,  which  now  sorrowfully  abound. 

We  cannot,  but  with  distressed  minds,  beseech  all  such, 

TESTIMONY  OF  THE  QUAKERS.  ;„  1,,^  ,nost  Solemn  and  awful  manner,  to  consider  that,  if 

Ancient  Testimony  and  Principles  of  the  People  called  by  their  acting  and  persisting  in  a  proud,  selfish  spirit,  and 

Quakers,  renewed,  with  respect  to  the  King  and  Go-  not  regarding.the  dictates  of  true  wisdom,  such  measures  are  * 

vernment;  and  touching  the  Commotions  now  prevail-  pursued  as  tend  to  the  shedding  of  innocent  blood,  in  the  day  j 

ing  in  these  and  other  parts  0/ America,  addressed  to  when  they,  and  all  men,  shall  appear  at  tiie  judgment-seat  I 

we  People  ui  general.  of  Christ,  to  receive  a  reward  according  to  their  works,  • 

A  religious  concern  for  our  friends  and  fellow-subjects  '^ey  will  be  excluded  from  his  favour,  and  their  portion 

of  every  denomination,  and,  more  especially,  for  those  of  ^^''"  ^^  '"  everiasting  misery.  See  Mat.  xxv,  41 ;  2  Cor.  v, 

all  ranks,  who,  in  the  present  commotions,  are  emfao-ed  in  ^^-     The  peculiar  evidence  of  Divine  regard  manifested 

publick  employments  and  stations,  induces  us  earnestly  to  ^°  """^  ancestors,  in  the  founding  and  settlement  of  these 

beseech  every  individual,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  Provinces,  we  have  often  commemorated,  and  desire  ever  to 

consider  the  end  and  tendency  of  the  measures  they  are  remember  with  true  thankfulness  and  reverent  admiration.    , 
promoting,  and  on  the  most  impartial  inquiry  into  the  state         When  we  consider,  that  at  the  time  they  were  peise-  ( 

of  their  minds,  carefully  to  examine  whether  they  are  actin"  cuted  and  subjected  to  severe  sufferings,  as  a  people  un- v 

in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  conformity  to  the  precepts  and  worthy  the  benefits  of  religious  or  civil  society,  the  hearts  1 

doctrine  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whom  we  profess  to  of  the  kings  and  rulers,  under  whom  they  thus  suffered,  , 

believe  in,  and  that,  by  him  alone,  we  expect  to  be  saved  ^^''®  inclined  to  grant  them  these  fruitful  countries,  and 

from  our  sins.  intrusted  them  with  charters  of  very  extensive  powers  and,' 

The  calamities  and  afflictions  which   now  surround  us  privileges;  that    on  their  arrival  here,  the  minds  of  the: 

should,  as  we  apprehend,  affect  every  mind  with  the  most  Natives  were  inclined  to  receive  them  with  great  hospita- 

awful  consideration  of  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Provi-  ''^y  and  friendship,  and  to  cede  to  them  the  most  valuable  ■ 

dence  to  mankind,  in  general,  in  former  ages,  and  that  as  part  of  their  land  on  very  easy  terms;  that  vvliile  tlie  prin-  . 

the  sins  and   iniquities  of  the  people  subjected  them  to  ciples  of  justice  and  mercy  continued  to  preside,  they  were 

grievous  sufferings,  the  same  causes  still  produce  the  like  preserved  in  tranquillity  and  peace,  free  from  the  desolating 

effects.     The  inhabitants  of  these  Provinces  were  Ion"  calamities  of  war,  and  their  endeavours  were  wonderfully  ■ 

signally  favoured  with  peace  and  plenty.     Have  the  re-  blessed  and  prospered,  so  that  the  saying  of  the  wisest  of, 

turns  of  true  thankfulness  been  generally  manifest?    Have  Kings,  was  signally  verified  to  them,  "When  a  man's  ways? 

integrity  and   godly  simplicity  been  maintained,  and  reli-  please   the  Lord,  he  rnaketh  even   '•■-  '--  •-   ^~  -' 


giously  regarded  ?  Hath  a  religious  care  to  do  justly,  love 
mercy,  and  walk  humbly,  been  evident?  Hath  the  pre- 
cept of  Christ,  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  they  sliould 
do  unto  us,  been  the  governing  rule  of  our  conduct  ?  Hath 
an  upright,  impartial  desire  to  prevent  the  slavery  and  op- 
pression of  our  fellow-men,  and  to  restore  them  to  their 
natural  right,  to  true  Christian  liberty,  been  cherished  and 
encouraged?  Or  have  pride,  wantoisness,  luxury,  pro- 
faneness,  a  partial  spirit,  and  forgetfulness  of  the  goodness 
and  mercies  of  God,  become  lamentably  prevalent.  Have 
we  not,  therefore,  abundant  occasion  to  break  off  from  our 


his  enemies  to  be  at 
peace  with  him."  Prov.  xvi,  7. 

The  benefits,  advantages,  and  favours,  we  have  experi-r 
enced  by  our  dependance  on,  and  connection  with,  the-. 
Kings  and  Government  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  thia- 
happy  state,  appear  to  demand  from  us  the  greatest  cir-. 
cumspection,  care,  and  constant  endeavours  to  guard  against  ■ 
every  attempt  to  alter,  or  subvert,  that  dependance  and  con-, 
nection. 

The  scenes  lately  presented  to  our  view,  and  tiie  pros- 
pect before  us,  we  aie  sensible,  are  very  distressing  and 
discouraging;  and  though  we  lament  that  such   amicable 


sins  by  righteousness,  and  our  iniquities  by  showin"  mercy  measures  as  have  been  proposed,  both  here,  and  in  Eiig' 

to  the  poor;  and  with   true  contrition  and  abasement   of  /rt"<:'j  for  the  adjustment  of  the  unhappy  contests  subsisting,, 

soul,  to  humble  ourselves,  and  supplicate  the  almighty  Pre-  ''^ve  not  yet  been  effectual;  nevertlieless,  we  should  re- 

•  T„h„  pi,7,„  n»  H^„.  v.„    /r,™  ,i„     M  ■     •    .1.    T>     •    •  ,  joi'^e  to  observe  the  continuance  of  mutual  peaceable  en- 

'  John  fhtlip  Ve  Haas,  t,!;(\.,  {tormnly  a.  Maior  m  the  Provjnciats  ■'i  r         a-      ■  m-      •  i        ■  , 

of  this  Province,)  is  appointed  ColonoJ  of  the  Fir.-;!  Br-tinlion  of  Prnn.  "eavours  lor  ettectmg  a  reconcihation,  having  grounds  to 

«yi»ania Rcgulars,insicadofColoncl Bui/, whohu8re»igticd.—Po.Ga«.  hope  that  the  Divino  favour  and  blessing  will  attend  them... 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  iv.                                         50 
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"ll  hatli  ever  been  our  judgment  and  princijile,  since  we 
were  called  to  profess  tlie  liglit  of  Christ  Jesus,  manifested 
in  our  consciences  unto  this  day,  tliat  the  setting  up  and 
putting  down  Kings  and  Governments,  is  God's  peculiar 
prerogative,  for  causes  best  known  to  himself,  and  that  it 
is  not  our  business  to  have  any  hand  or  contrivance  there- 
in ;  nor  to  be  busy  bodies  above  our  station,  much  less  to 
plot  and  contrive  the  ruin  or  overturn  of  any  of  them,  but 
to  pray  for  the  King  and  safety  of  our  nation,  and  good  of 
all  men  ;  that  we  may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet  life,  in  all 
goodness  and  honesty,  under  the  Government  which  God 
is  pleased  to  set  over  us." — Ancient  Testimony,  1696,  in 
Seweirs  History. 

May  we,  therefore,  firmly  unite  in  the  abhorrence  of  all 
such  writings  and  measures  as  svidence  a  desire  and  design 
to  break  off  the  happy  connection  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed 
with  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  our  just  and  ne- 
cessary subordination  to  the  King,  and  those  who  are  law- 
fully placed  in  authority  under  him  ;  that  thus  the  repeated 
solemn  declarations  made  on  this  subject,  in  the  Addresses 
sent  to  the  King,  on  the  behalf  of  the  people  of  America 
iu  general,  may  be  confirmed,  and  remain  to  be  our  firm 
and  sincere  intentions  to  observe  and  fulfil. 

Signed  in,  and  on  behulf  of,  a  meeting  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  our  Religious  Society,  in  Pennsylvania  and  Nete- 
Jersey,  held  at  F/tiladclphia,  the  twentietli  day  of  the  first 
Month,  1776. 

John  Pembebton,  Clerk, 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN 

CONGKESS. 

[Referred  to  Mr.  Ward,   .Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Rod. 

ney.] 

In  Committee  of  Sifety,  New- York,  ) 
January  20,  1776.     \ 

Gentlemen:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr. 
John  Foster,  who  was  a  member  of  our  last  Provincial 
Congress,  and  is  a  warm  friend  to  American  liberty.  In 
the  last  Summer,  during  the  continuance  of  our  Provincial 
Resolve  against  the  exportation  of  live  stock,  and  before 
the  non-exportation  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress 
took  effect,  he  obtained  from  the  Provincial  Congress  li- 
cense to  export  live  stock  for  the  purpose  of  importing 
powder,  the  execution  of  which  he  suspended  until  he 
could  send  his  vessel  out  without  danger  of  molestation 
from  the  man-of-war;  and,  as  the  season  of  the  year  now 
gives  him  security  against  that  danger,  he  is  desirous  of 
pursuing  his  object,  for  which  end  he  has  put  himself  to 
considerable  expense.  He,  therefore,  applied  to  us  for  a 
continuance  of  his  permission,  conceiving  that,  as  it  was 
originally  granted  before  the  non-exportation  look  effect, 
this  Committee  has  the  power  to  give  such  continuance. 
"We  informed  him  that  we  were  clearly  of  opinion  that  he 
had  lost  his  opportunity,  and  that  we  could  not  relieve 
him;  he,  thereupon,  signified  his  intention  of  applying  to 
the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject,  as  well  as  con- 
cerning a  large  ship  wiiich  he  is  now  building,  and  which 
lie  intends  to  offer  for  sale  to  Congress,  and  requested  our 
recommendation,  in  hopes  it  would  give  his  application 
weight.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  him, 
through  you,  to  the  Congress,  as  a  gentleman  worthy  of 
the  notice  of  that  respectable  body. 

We  have  it  much  at  heart  to  prevent,  as  effectually  as 
possible,  the  importation  of  British  and  Irish  goods.  To 
this  object  our  attention  has  been  called  by  a  late  importa- 
tion by  the  way  of  St.  Eiistatia.  According  to  the  present 
regulation,  the  reshipping  of  the  goods  is  the  only  punish- 
ment, in  point  of  property,  to  be  inflicted  on  the  offender; 
and  we  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  substitute  confisca- 
tion, instead  of  the  reshipping  of  the  goods,  as  the  most 
effectual  means  to  check  offences  of  that  kind ;  and,  in 
this  view,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  your  attention. 

We  have  thouglit  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  Barrackmas- 
ler  for  the  City  and  County  of  Neic-  York,  in  order  that 
the  barracks  in  this  city  may  constantly  be  kept  in  a  pro- 
per state  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  the  Conti- 
nental troops  that  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  posted  here, 
or  be  marching  through  this  city.  We  have  nominated 
Garret  Roorback  to  that  office,  and,  therefore,  entreat  you 


to  procure  the   settlement  of  this   salary   by  the    Con- 
gress. 

In  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  8ih  instant,  it  is  recom- 
mended to  this  Committee  to  inquire  "  whether  the  depth 
of  water  in  Hudson's  River,  below  the  Battery,  (uay  not 
be  easily  lessened,  so  as  to  prevent  large  ships  passing." 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  determine,  with  any  certainty,  what 
battery  is  meant,  and  request  an  explanation  on  that  head. 

We  have  appointed  a  person,  agreeable  to  the  resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  2d  instant,  for  collecting  copies  of  all 
Petitions,  Memorials,  and  Remonstrances  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  Throne  and  either  of  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament since  1762,  and  the  answer  to  them. 

We  agree  that  the  reasons  you  assign  against  making 
application  for  liberty  to  export  flax-seed  are  sufficient, 
and,  therefore,  think  it  best  to  willihoid  such  ajiplication. 

The  business  recommended  to  us  in  tlie  former  part  of 
the  resolve  of  the  Sth  instant,  for  securing  the  Port  of 
New-York,  has  been  some  lime  under  our  consideration. 
We  have  had  an  accurate  sounding  of  the  channel,  which, 
with  the  plan  for  the  securing  the  port,  and  a  calculation 
of  the  expense  that  will  attend  it,  we  shall  communicate 
to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  subject  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  for  an  ex- 
cliange  of  Lieutenant  Tyke,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  the 
Congress  that,  a  few  days  before  the  receipt  of  that  re- 
solve, application  was  made  to  Captain  Vandeput,  under 
our  directions,  on  that  subject,  by  a  person  connected  with 
Lieutenant  Tylee,  to  procure  his  exchange.  Captain  Van- 
deput answered  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  exchange 
him  at  present ;  that  he  had,  long  since,  wrote  to  his  .\d- 
miral  for  directions  on  that  subject,  the  answer  to  which 
had  miscarried ;  and  that  he  had  not  any  directions  to  ex- 
change. We  have  appointed  a  member  to  request  the 
Mayor  of  this  city  to  use  his  influence  with  Captain  Van- 
deput, or  Captain  Parker,  to  make  a  second  application  to 
the  Admiral  on  that  matter. 

We  have  received  from  you,  gentlemen,  sundry  requests 
about  our  accounts.  We  are  so  few  in  number,  and  con- 
tinually so  overpressed  with  the  despatch  of  publick  mat- 
ters, that  it  has  not  yet  been  in  our  power  to  give  duo 
attention  to  that  affair.  We  will  endeavour  to  employ 
assistance,  and  have  the  accounts  prepared  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants.     By  order  of  the  Committee: 
Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  in  Congress. 


JOHN  BRICKELL  to  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

New- York,  January  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  As  this  Colony  has  vested  you  with  the 
legislative  power,  and  you  are  the  only  parents  to  whom 
we,  as  children,  look  up  for  justice  and  protection,  I  hope 
the  application  of  an  innocent,  suffering  individual,  and  a 
stranger,  will  not  be  considered  as  impertinent,  or  treated 
with  neglect. 

On  Wednesday,  the  12th  instant,  being  abroad  about 
my  lawful  business,  some  wicked  persons,  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  publick  disturbances,  and  of  the  opportunity 
which  a  number  of  soldiers,  and  others,  being  in  the  house 
where  I  lodged  gave  them,  forced  themselves  in  my  cham- 
ber, broke  open  my  chest  and  clothes-press,  and  robbed 
me  of  my  linen  apparel,  and  oiher  things,  to  the  value  of 
ninety  or  one  hundred  dollars,  a  loss  which,  in  my  present 
circumstances,  being  at  a  distance  from  my  friends,  and 
having  no  means  of  obtaining  a  supply,  is  particularly 
grievous. 

Now,  gentlemen,  as  I  have  incontestable  evidence  that 
I  have  always  spoken  and  acted  as  became  a  friend  to 
America,  since  liie  conmiencement  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
pute with  Great  Britain,  I  am  induced  to  hope  you  will 
take  my  misfortune  into  consideration,  and  afford  me  such 
relief  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  publick  honour  and 
justice. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Bkickell. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, for  the  Colony  of  New-  York. 
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Ncw.York,  January  20,  1776. 
I,  the  subscriber,  do  certify  iliat  I  have  known  John 
Brickell  to  speak  and  act,  since  the  commencement  of  our 
troubles,  as  became  a  friend  to  American  hberty. 

Robert  Harpur,  Dtpiity  Chairman. 


COLONEL  McDOUGALL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Now-York,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  I  was  this  moment  honoured  with  your  Excellen- 
cy's favour  of  the  13th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  cannon 
and  shells.  I  should  long  ere  now  have  forwarded  the 
latter,  agreeable  to  Colonel  Knox's  memorandum,  if  i  had 
not  been  interdicted  by  a  former  favour.  You  may  rest 
assured  that  all  possible  despatch  will  be  given  to  expe- 
dite the  shells ;  but,  as  the  men-of-wa'r's  boats  often  row 
guard  to  where  the  stores  lie,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  watch 
a  suitable  opportunity.  The  quantity  of  powder  imported 
here  was  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  quarter  barrels,  less 
than  six  tons;  and  1  can  now  inforui  you,  without  danger 
to  the  Colony,  that,  if  three  hundred  pounds  of  that  ar- 
ticle would  save  the  Colony  from  destruction,  we  could 
not  command  that  quantity  before  ihe  above  supply.  Part 
of  this  we  have  paid  to  Jersey,  for  powder  borrowed  of 
them  last  Summer,  sent  to  your  camp ;  and  the  Colony 
was  so  bare  that  many  of  the  principal  Counties  have  not 
had  one  grain  of  it.  We  judge  it  most  prudent  to  supply 
the  sea-frontier  Counties  first.  We  daily  expect  the  arri- 
val of  more,  and,  whenever  we  have  a  tolerable  supply 
for  the  most  exposed  parts  of  the  Colony,  you  may  de- 

fend  on  receiving  from  us  all  the  assistance  in  our  power, 
hope  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  informalities  of 
this,  as  the  post  is  detained  for  it. 

I  am,  in  haste,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Alexander  McDougall. 
To  General  Washington. 


GOTERNOUK  TRUMBULL  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Road  January  29,  1776.] 

Lebanon,  January  20, 1776. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  requisition  of 
General  Washington,  with  advice  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  here,  1  gave  orders  for  raising,  by  voluntary  inlist- 
inent,  two  regiments,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  to  aid  General  Lee  in  an  enterprise  he  is 
pushing  in  the  Colony  of  Netv-York.  I  understand  that 
men  are  raised,  with  the  addition  of  three  hundred  men, 
in  the  County  of  Hartford,  for  the  same  purpose ;  that, 
on  the  16th  instant,  I  had  advice,  by  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Brigadier-General  Wooster,  sent  express  from  Col- 
onel Burrell,  of  Canaan,  informing  that  the  army  under 
the  command  of  General  Montgomery,  at  Quebcck,  had 
met  with  a  repulse,  in  attempting  to  storm  the  city ;  that 
the  General,  with  sundry  officers  and  privates,  to  the 
amount  of  between  fifty  and  an  hundred,  were  slain,  and 
about  three  hundred  more  of  the  army  taken  prisoners, 
earnestly  requesting  relief,  &ic. ;  pursuant  to  which,  I  gave 
orders  for  raising,  by  voluntary  inlistment,  another  regiment 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  Colony,  consisting  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  officers  included,  to  march,  forth- 
with, to  reinforce  our  army  at  Canada,  to  be  retained  in 
the  service  till  the  1st  of  November  next,  on  the  same 
pay,  wages,  and  allowance,  as  the  other  tro6ps  already 
raised  for  the  Continental  service.  No  sooner  were  these 
orders  issued,  but  an  express  arrived  from  General  Wash- 
ington, requesting  a  reinforcement  from  this  Colony,  of 
four  regiments,  to  support  the  army  near  Boston,  repre- 
senting that  the  new  levies  were  not  filled  up,  and  that  the 
Minute-Men  belonging  to  the  Colony  of  the  Alassachu- 
tetts-Bay  would,  undoubtedly,  return  from  the  camp  by 
the  1st  of  February,  and  might  leave  the  lines  much  ex- 
posed. As  my  Council  of  Safety  were  present,  we  ap- 
prehended it  absolutely  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
requisition,  as  far  as  it  was  in  our  power.  Accordingly, 
orders  are  making  out  for  that  purpose,  to  raise,  by  volun- 
tary inlistment,  four  regiments,  to  be  retained  in  the  ser- 
vice till  the  1st  of  April  next,  on  the  Continental  encou- 
ragements. 

We  are  distressed  for  want  of  good  arms ;  are  forward- 


ing the  making  arms,  but  this  wiih  difficulty.  We  have 
ordered  a  ship-of-war  to  be  forihwith  built,  to  carry  twenty 
nine-pounders ;  and  our  other  naval  preparations  are  for- 
warding with  all  possible  expedition.  1  hope  no  time  will 
be  lost  to  forward  Continental  bills,  to  enable  us  to  pro- 
mote the  service,  as  our  Treasury  is  nearly  exhausted  and 
this  Colony  largely  in  advance,  and  expenses  are  daily 
arising  for  the  general  cause. 

We  hope  that  provision  will  be  made  for  the  security 
of  New-York,  from  that  Colony,  New-Jersey,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, so  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  call  for  men 
from  this  Colony.  It  appears  necessary  that  the  utmost 
exertion  be  used  to  prevent  the  mischievous  operations  of 
our  enemies  in  that  Colony. 

I  having  no  answer  relative  to  my  former  request  for 
bills,  occasions  my  mentioning  it  in  this ;  nor  to  my  motion 
whether  the  three  Canadian  prisoners  may  not  be  suffered 
to  return  to  the  General  at  Canada ;  and  several  other 
things  mentioned  in  former  letters. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  ,  ^ 

'  '  Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  SCHUTLER. 

Lebanon,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  favour  of  the  6ih  instant  with  the  en- 
closed roll,  have  observed  the  contents,  but  no  other  rolls 
are  come  to  hand  to  send  by  this  opportunity.  My  time 
has  lately  been  taken  up  in  taking  measures  to  aid  and 
assist  Major-General  jL.ee,  in  the  service  he  is  charged  with 
into  the  Colony  of  New-  York.  For  that  end,  two  regi- 
ments, of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  are  ordered  in 
the  westward  part  of  this  Colony,  and  three  hundred  men 
arc  voluntarily  going  to  his  assistance  from  the  County  of 
Hartford.  When  this  was  done,  I  received  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Woosler's  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  giving  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  repulse  of  our  troops  before  (^uebtck,  where- 
upon orders  are  given  to  raise  another  regiment,  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  volunteers,  in  the  northern  parts  of  this 
Colony,  to  serve  in  the  Northern  Army  until  the  first  of 
November  next,  on  the  Continental  pay,  wages  and  allow- 
ances, to  be  done  with  all  possible  expedition.  When  this 
was  just  finished,  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington, of  the  16th,  per  Bennett,  requesting  four  regiments 
to  be  inlisted  forthwith,  to  serve  at  the  camp  before  Bos- 
ton, to  supply  the  places  of  the  soldiers  who  came  off  the 
1st  of  February,  until  the  1st  April  next,  to  give  time  for 
the  regiments  to  be  filled.  This  is  now  under  considera- 
tion. Please  to  give  me  intelligence  of  what  has  hap- 
pened at  QueiecAr,  and  is  doing,  and  must  be  done,  at  Alba- 
ny, and  the  places  adjacent.  Concerning  the  arms  left  by 
our  troops  at  the  northward,  as  we  have  directed  one-half 
of  our  men  to  expect  arms  at  TiconJeroga  and  St.  John's, 
we  apprehend  there  are  many  more  arms  retained,  which 
we  shall  want  for  our  troops,  and  wish  to  have  accounts  of 
them,  and  of  every  intelligence  needful. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUB   TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  18th  instant  1  received  this 
day,  for  which  I  return  you  my  thanks. 

Upon  receiving  the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  fall 
of  the  brave  Montgomery  and  the  repulse  of  our  troops  in 
their  attempt  against  the  city  of  Quebeck,  1  called  a  Coun- 
cil of  General  Officers  to  determine  upon  the  necessary 
steps  to  be  taken  upon  the  alarming  occasion.  Of  their 
determination  1  wrote  you  yesterday,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you. 

The  early   attention   which  you   and  your  honourablo  " 
Council   have  paid  to  this  important  business,  has  antici- 
pated my  requisition,  and  claims,  in  a  particular  manner,  the 
thanks  of  every  well-wishing  American. 

I  am  in  hopes,  by  this  time,  that  several  are  on  their 
march,  and  that  with  the  troops  which  will  follow  from 
your  Government,  this,  and  New-Hampshire,  that  our 
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affairs,  in  a  little  time,  in  that  quarter,  will  wear  a  more 
promising  aspect  than  what  they  now  do. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Sic. 

George  Washincton. 
To  Governour  Trumbull. 


INSTUUCTIONS  TO  CAPTAIN  CHARLES  DTAR. 

To    Captain   Charles    Dtar,    of  the    United  Armed 
Schooner  Harrison  : 

Sir:  You  heing  appointed  Captain  and  Commander  of 
the  armed  schooner  7/nrmon,  in  [he  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  are  to  pay  all  attention  and  obedience  to  the  fol- 
lowing Instructions : 

1st.  You  are  to  proceed, immediately,  on  a  cruise  against 
eucl)  vessels  as  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  else- 
where, bound  inward  or  outward  to  or  from  Boston,  in  the 
service  of  the  Ministerial  army,  and  to  take  and  seize  all 
such  vessels,  laden  with  soldiers,  arms,  ammunition  or  pro- 
visions, going  to  or  from  said  town  of  Boston,  or,  which 
you  shall  have  good  reason  to  suspect,  are  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  or  assisting  the  Ministerial  troops  or 
navy. 

2d.  If  you  should  be  so  successful  as  to  take  any  of  said 
Vessels,  you  are,  immediately,  to  send  them  to  the  nearest 
and  safest  port  to  this  camp,  under  a  careful  prize  mas- 
ter, directing  him  to  deliver  said  prize  unto  the  Agent  by 
nie  appointed  for  the  port  into  which  a  prize  is  carried,  (if 
any  there ;)  if  none  should  be  in  that  port,  notice  is  to  be 
given  to  the  nearest  Agent  thereto ;  at  same  time  an  account 
of  such  capture  to  be  transmitted  to  Head-Quarters,  with 
all  particulars  thereto  belonging,  by  express. 

3d.  You  are  to  be  very  particular  and  diligent  in  your 
search  after  all  letters,  or  other  papers,  tending  to  discover 
the  design  of  the  enemy,  or  of  any  other  kind,  and  to  for- 
ward ail  such  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

4th.  Whatever  prisoners  you  take  must  be  treated  with 
kindness  and  humanity;  their  private  stock  of  money  and 
apparel  to  be  given  up  to  them  after  being  searched ;  and 
when  they  arrive  at  any  port,  they  are  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  Agent,  if  any  there;  if  not,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  such  port. 

5th.  For  your  encouragement,  and  that  of  the  other  of- 
ficers and  men,  to  diligence  and  activity,  over  and   above 
their  pay,  which  will   be  the  same  as  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies,  you  shall  be  entitled  to  one-third  part  of 
every  vessel  and  cargo,  after  condemnation  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty,  which  shall  be  by  you  taken  and  sent  into  port ; 
if  she  is  an  armed  vessel  that  resists,  as  an  inducement  for 
you,  your  officers  and  men,  to  act  courageously,  one-half 
of  the  vessel  and  cargo  will  be  allowed  to  you,  which  parts 
are  to  be  divided  in  the  following  proportions : 
Captain,       -     -     6  shares.     Mate,    -     -     -     IJ  shares. 
First  Lieutenant,    5     do.        Gunner,      -     -     1^     do. 
Second  Lieutenant  4     do.        Gunner's  Mate,     1^     do. 
Ship's  Master,  -    3     do.       Private,      -     -     1       do. 
Steward,      -     -     2     do. 

6th.  As  Captain  Manly  is  appointed  Commodore  of 
the  four  schooners  now  fitted  out,  he  will  fix  upon  proper 
signals  by  which  you  may  know  each  other;  and  you  are 
to  obey  him,  as  such,  in  all  cases.  If  it  should  so  happen 
that  a  prize  is  taken  in  sight  of  other  vessels,  fitted  out 
at  the  Continental  expense,  or  at  the  charge  of  indi- 
viduals, the  rule  which  takes  place  among  private  ships 
of  war  to  be  observed  in  the  distribution  of  the  prize 
money. 

7th.  You  are  to  be  extremely  careful  and  frugal  of  your 
ammunition  and  other  stores ;  by  no  means  to  waste  any 
of  it  in  salutes,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  but  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

8th.  You,  your  officers  and  men,  are,  from  the  date 
liercof,  to  consider  yourselves  engaged  in  the  service  of 
tiie  United  Colonics,  and  in  every  respect  subject  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  formed  by  the  Congress  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Army  raised  for  tiie  defence  of  Ameri- 
can liberty,  or  as  near  as  possible,  consistent  with  the  dif- 
ference of  the  land  and  sea  service,  a  hook  of  which  rules 
and  articles  you  will  receive  herewith  ;  at  the  end  of  which 
you,  your  officers  and  men,  must  subscribe  your  names. 

9tli.  As  it  is  very  apparent  that  the  ill  success  which  at- 


tended the  major  part  of  the  armed  vessels  in  former  cruises 
was  owing  to  the  want  of  industry,  and  inactivity  of  the  offi- 
cers who  commanded,  you  will,  tiierefore,  take  notice,  that  a 
fondness  to  be  on  shore,  indolence,  or  inactivity,  will  meet 
with  their  just  deserts  ;  for,  if  it  appears  that  the  Captain, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  do  not  exert  themselves  and  do  all 
that  they  possibly  can  for  their  own  and  publick  good,  they 
shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  rendered  inca|)able  of 
serving  their  country  in  any  honourable  station  hereafter, 
in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge, 
the  20th  day  of  January,  1776. 

George  Washington. 


KEWBURYPORT    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   TO    COUNCIL   OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Newburyport,  January  16, 1776. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  forenoon  appeared  in  our  Bay  a  brigand 
a  ship,  which  were  suspected  to  be  enemy's  vessels.  These 
vessels  were  soon  taken  and  brought  safe  into  the  river.  The 
ship  was  from  I^ondon  eleven  weeks  since,  and  is  named 
The  hViends,  Archibald  Bowie,  master,  burden  about  two 
hundred  tons,  laden  with  coals,  porter,  pickled  cabbage, 
vinegar,  live  hogs,  &ic.,  for  Government  service.  The  ship 
was  to  enter  at  Boston  as  a  transport.  The  brig  was  fronl 
Cork  about  ten  weeks  since,  and  is  named  the  Stikey, 
Mandatt  Engs,  master,  burden  about  ninety  tons,  laden 
with  beef,  pork,  butter,  hams,  tongues,  potatoes,  he,  and 
owned  by  Lcivis  Gray,  of  Boston.  Both  these  vessels  were 
bound  to  Boston.  There  were  two  passengers  in  the  brig, 
viz:  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  Earl  Percy's  regiment,  and  Mr. 
John  Gray,  son  of  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.  We  thought  it 
best  to  forward  the  two  masters  and  these  two  passengers 
to  the  honourable  Council,  to  dispose  of  them  as  they  may 
think  fit,  and  to  make  what  inquiries  they  may  choose. 

Mr.  Marsh  and  Mr.  Mullikin  of  this  town,  (and  the  first 
gentleman  of  this  Committee,)  have  undertaken  to  see 
them  safe  to  fVatertoivn.  They  bring  with  them  all  the 
papers  of  publick  concern  that  were  found  in  both  vessels. 
We  would  observe  to  their  Honours  that  there  is,  besides, 
a  number  of  letters  to  officers  and  soldiers  in  Boston,  a 
book  of  mihiary  orders  or  regulations,  we  did  not  know 
but  might  be  a  matter  of  curiosity,  if  not  of  service,  at 
Head-Quarters,  which  you  will  present  to  the  General  if 
you  please.  Mr.  Hill  begs  a  return  of  it  to  him  finally. 
Messrs.  Marsh  and  Mullikin  will  present  their  bill  of 
charges  in  this  matter,  which  their  Honours  will  order  pay- 
ment of  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  town,  I  am, 

sir,  your  very  obedient  servant,       ■,  ■, 

'  ■'  •'  '      Jonathan  Jackson. 

To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Council  for  the  Colon  j 
of  the  Massachusetts- Bay. 

In  Council,  January  20,  1776. 
On  examination  of  the  Prisoners  by  the  major  part  of 
the  Council,  Ordered,  that  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  and  sent  with  two  of  the 
Prisoners,  viz  :  Lieutenant  Hill  and  his  servant,  to  be  at 
his  Excellency's  disposal — that  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Netvbitryport,  and  that  the  two 
Captains  of  the  two  Vessels  be  sent  to  their  care  and  dis- 
posal ;  and  John  Gray,  the  other  Prisoner,  be  sent  to  the 
Jail  in  Neivburyjtort,  and  held  in  close  confinement,  at  his 
own  expense,  until  further  orders. 

John  Lowell,  Deputy  Sec'y,  P.  T. 

Watcrlown,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Board,  upon  examination  of  several  persons 
who  were  sent  here  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  were 
taken  on  board  a  ship  from  London  and  a  brig  from  Cork, 
both  bound  to  Boston,  find  that  one  of  the  passengers  in 
the  latter  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  (Earl 
Percy's)  now  in  Boston.  They  have,  therefore,  ordered  the 
said  Lieutenant  Hill,  with  his  servant,  to  be  sent  to  your 
Excellency,  to  be  dis[)osed  of  as  you  may  think  proper. 

In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council : 

W.  Sever. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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Council  Cliambor,  January  30,  I77'i. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  sent  to  your  care  Archibald 
Bowie  and  Mandalt  Engs,  Masters  of  tlie  two  Vessels 
lately  taken  and  carried  into  Newburyport,  and  you  are 
requested  to  see  that  the  above-mentioned  persons  do  not 
go  without  the  hniits  of  said  Town  ;  and,  if  you  see  cause 
therefor,  you  are  desired  to  confine  said  persons,  or  either 
of  tiiein,  till  the  further  order  of  the  Council. 

la  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council : 

W.  Sever. 
To  the  Commitlee  of  Safety,  Newburyport. 

[general  Washington]  to  the  committee  of  newbc- 

BYPOItT. 

Cambridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16lh  instant,  with 
the  enclosures  No.  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5. 

His  Excellency  desires,  through  you,  sir,  to  return  the 
Committee  of  Newburyport,  his  sincere  thanks  for  their 
great  politeness  in  liiis  instance,  and  wishes  that  these 
prizes  may  be  succeeded  by  others.     1  am,  &ic. 

To  Jonathan  Jackson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c. 


[general  Washington]  to  the  committee  of  stoning- 

ton. 

Cambridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  1  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant.  As 
you,  from  having  fully  inquired  into  matters  respecting  the 
capture  of  Captain  Denny's  vessel,  must  be  better  able  to 
determine  the  propriety  of  the  same  than  he  is,  he  again 
refers  it  entirely  to  your  decision,  in  full  confidence,  that 
the  same  will  be  founded  upon  the  principles  of  equity  and 
the  strictest  justice.     I  am,  &tc. 

To  Joseph  Dennison,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  WILLIAM  WATSOK. 

Cambridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  co.iimanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  15th  instant.  His 
Excellency  is  glad  to  hear  of  the  vessels  being  libelled, 
and  doubts  not  of  your  assiduity  to  have  tlie  legality  of 
the  captines  determined,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  in  your 
power. 

His  Excellency  is  well  pleased  that  the  schooner  Har- 
rison is  yet  good  and  fit  for  service ;  and,  from  the  char- 
acter you  have  given  Captain  Dyar,  is  willing  you  should 
give  him  the  command  of  her,  and  to  indulge  such  men  as 
may  offer  their  service  to  inlist  only  for  six  months.  The 
Captain  thinks  that  a  squaresail,  and  some  other  small  sails, 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  her.  This  his  Excellency 
leaves  to  your  judgment.  If  they  are  necessary,  in  your 
opinion,  and  the  expense  will  not  be  out  of  proportion  to 
the  benefit  likely  to  be  derived  from  them,  you  will  please 
to  provide  them.  You  will  immediately  despatch  the  Cap- 
tain upon  a  cruise,  with  such  sails  as  he  has,  if  they  will 
answer.     Those  he  wants  may  be  made  while  he  is  out. 

As  to  the  vessels  taken  and  carried  into  Dartmouth,  by 
Major  Tapper,  his  Excellency  thinks  they  ought  to  be 
libelled. 

I  am,  sir.  Sec, 

Robert  H.  Harrison,  Aid-de-camp. 
To  William  Watson,  Esq.,  Plymouth. 


ROBERT  H.  HARRISON  TO  STEPHEN  MOTLAN. 

Cambridge,  January  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  was  delivered  early 
yesterday,  and  would  have  been  answered  before  this  eve- 
ning, had  not  his  Excellency's  time  been  much  employed  in 
despatching  expresses  to  sundry  places. 

His  Excellency  is  much  pleased  that  our  fleet  is  likely 
to  get  out  again,  and  wishes  your  return  as  soon  as  you 
have  despatched  them. 


Herewitli  you  will  receive  the  commissions  you  wrote 
for;  also,  a  copy  of  private  signals  used  by  the  King's  ships 
in  the  Atncrican  service,  which  his  Excellency  desires  you 
to  furnish  each  of  our  Captains  wiili,  and  to  return  the 
copy  sent,  when  you  come  back. 

As  to  the  attempt  on  the  Fowcy,  he  thinks  that  the 
situation  of  our  affairs,  at  present,  will  not  justify  it ;  but,  on 
your  arrival,  will  consider  more  of  it,  should  there  be  the 
same  prospect  of  success  that  you  apprehend  there  is  now. 

The  report  you  have  had  is  too  true,  but  not  so  bad,  we 
hope,  as  you  have  heard.  However,  it  is  certain,  that  the 
great  and  gallant  Montgomery  is  no  more.  He,  with  his 
Aid-de-cainp,  Captain  Macpherson,  and  Captain  Cheese- 
man  of  New-  York,  fell  the  first  fire  ;  also.  Colonel  Arnold 
is  wounded  in  the  leg. 

I  am,  &.C.,  Robert  H.  Harrisox.    ; 

To  Stephen  Moylan,  Esq. 


GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  NEW-H AMFSHIRE  ASSEMBLY. 

Winter-Hill,  January  20,  1776. 

Mat  it  please  your  Honours:  The  bearer  hereof, 
Mr.  Adjutant  Peabody,  of  Colonel  Reed's  Regiment,  ear- 
nestly desiring  to  go  to  the  relief  r  four  distressed  brethren 
in  Canada,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  office  of 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Adjutant,  in  the  regiment  bound 
there,  which  offices  he  has  voluntarily  resigned  here,  and 
cheerfully  undertakes  the  fatigues  of  a  long  inarch  to  re- 
lieve our  worthy  friends  at  (^nebeck.  I  can  assure  you 
that  he  has  ever  behaved  well,  and  been  highly  esteemed 
here,  as  well  for  his  conduct  in  the  common  business  of  his 
office,  as  for  his  courage  and  intrepidity  at  Bunker's  Hill. 
Any  favour  you  shall  please  to  show  him,  shall  be  grate- 
fully acknowledged   by,  your  much  obliged,  and  humble 


John  Sullivan. 


servant. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly. 


COLONEL  WOODFORD  TO  THE  VIRGINIA  CONVENTION. 

Norfolk,  January  21,  1776. 
We  have  had  a  party,  these  ten  days,  upon  Tanner't 
Creek,  who  yesterday  had  a  brush  with  a  tender's  boat, 
attempting  to  land  at  Sprawl's  plantation  j  they  beat  her 
off,  and  killed  one  man. 

Eight  o'clock  at  night. — About  four  this  afternoon, 
another  heavy  cannonading  began  from  the  Liverpool  and 
Otter,  during  which  the  enemy  landed,  and  set  fire  to  some 
houses  that  remained  unhurt,  near  to  which  is  called  Town 
Point  Wharf.  I  sent  strong  parties  to  reinforce  our  water 
guards.  We  had  three  fine  men  killed  with  cannon  shot, 
and  one  wounded,  who,  it  is  thought,  will  lose  his  arm. 
We  have  found  one  sailor  and  two  Negroes  dead,  and  sup- 
pose many  others  were  killed  and  wounded  that  were 
carried  off  in  their  boats.  Captains  Green  and  Markhatn 
arrived  in  the  height  of  the  fire. 
I  am,  sir,  &c. 


GEORGE  STRICKER  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
Frcdoricktown,  January  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  informed  that  my  company  of  Light- 
Infantry  are  to  be  armed  with  rifles;  shall,  therefore,  es- 
teem your  directions  to  some  person  to  contract  for  the 
same,  they  being  to  be  had  here.  The  gunsmiths  have 
offered  to  furnish  the  company  with  the  same,  in  a  few 
weeks.  Nothing  retards  me  now,  but  the  want  of  arms 
and  recruiting  cash.  1  have  recruited  twenty-one  select 
men  in  two  days,  and  make  no  doubt  of  completing  my 
company  in  ten  more. 

Please  to  send,  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Benjamin  Ford,  or 
any  one  of  my  Lieutenants,  the  recruiting  cash.  Imagine 
shall  want  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, ^  o 

OeORGE   STRICKER. 

To  the  Council  of  Safety. 

N.  B.  If  a  person  is  directed  to  contract  for  rifles,  it  will 
be  necessary,  also,  to  contract  for  bullet-pouches  and  pow- 
der-horns. 
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BEKKS  COUNTY  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  Berks 
County,  January  20,  1776: 

Mark  Bird,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee,  tai<ing  into  tlieir  consideration  the  pre- 
sent stale  of  the  Association  in  this  County,  and  being  per- 
suaded of  the  pressing  necessity  of  being  prepared  for 
defence,  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  tlieir  brethren  to  sign 
the  Articles  of  Association  formed  by  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly at  their  last  meeting;  this  Committee  trusting  that 
such  amendments  will  be  made,  at  the  next  sitting  of  As- 
sembly, as  will  make  the  Association  not  only  more  effec- 
tual, but  more  consonant  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equality. 

And  afterwards,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  the 
30th  of  the  same  month, 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  it  will  be  highly  requisite,  in  case  the  As- 
sembly should  not  think  proper  to  make  the  necessary 
amendments  in  the  said  Association,  that  a  Provincial  Con- 
vention be  held  for  that  purpose ;  and  they  do,  according- 
ly, appoint  Edward  Biddlc,  Mark  Bird,  Jonathan  Potts, 
Daniel  Broadhead,  Bnltzer  Gheer,  Collin^on  Read,  Es- 
quires, and  Messrs.  Valentine  Rekert,  Mcholas  Lutz, 
Sebastian  Levan,  and  Richard  Tea,  to  attend  the  said 
Convention,  in  behalf  of  this  County. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

CoLLiNsoN  Read,  Secretary. 

BUCKS  COUNTT  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Bucks  County,  January  21,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province  have  lately 
pubhshed  a  process  for  the  makingof  Saltpetre,  with  a  view 
to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  set  about  the 
work ;  but,  as  no  description,  however  exact,  can  so  fully 
answer  the  purpose  of  instruction  as  an  actual  exhibition  of 
the  process,  this  Committee,  at  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  hath  appointed  James  fVallace,  Andrcxo 
Kichlein,  and  Joseph  Fcnton,  Jun.,  to  attend  the  Saltpetre 
Works  in  Philadelphia,  so  as  to  obtain  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  the  method  practised  at  the  Saltpetre  Works  there, 
that  they  may  be  qualified  to  exhibit  the  process  to  such 
persons  as  are  desirous  of  being  useful  to  their  country,  by 
entering  into  the  manufacture  of  that  useful  and  necessary 
commodity;  and  James  fVallace  is,  also,  appointed  to  re- 
ceive all  the  Saltpetre  that  shall  be  made  in  this  county,  who 
will  be  furnished  with  Powder,  to  pay,  in  that  article,  one- 
fourth  part  the  value  of  the  Saltpetre,  and  the  rest  of  the 
price  will  be  punctually  paid  in  cash  by  Mr.  fVallace. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Joseph  Hart,  Chairman. 


the  source  of  your  information  a  secret,  and,  to  this  end, 
we  beg  you  will  destroy  this  as  soon  as  read. 

We  are,  my  Lord,  with  great  respect,  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

P.  S.  She  is  a  ship  of  between  three  and  four  hundretl 
tons,  a  galley-built  ship,  without  a  head  ;  has  yellow  sides, 
blue  quarter-boards,  with  the  trophies  of  war  painted  on  the 
quarter-boards ;  has  six  three-pounders  on  the  quarter- 
deck. She  has,  it  is  thought,  a  quantity  of  ammunition  on 
board.  She  has  about  twenty  hands,  and  lies  hovering  off 
and  on,  without  the  Hook,  and  will  not  leave  that  station 
till  she  receives  intelligence  from  shore.  Captain  William, 
Rogers,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  be  a  proper  person  to  lake 
the  direction  of  the  undertaking. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


HEW-TORK  committee  OF  SAFETY  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  Sunday  Evening,  ) 
8  o'clock,  January  21,  1776.       \ 

Mt  Lord  :  By  the  seizure  of  a  man,  brought  up  from  the 
Hook  by  one  of  our  pilots,  from  on  board  a  transport,  we, 
this  instant,  have  learned  her  being  in  a  distressed  condi- 
tion, and  waiting  there  for  direction  and  assistance  from  this 
port.  She  has  been  out  thirteen  weeks,  destined  for  the 
Head-Quarters  of  the  Ministerial  troops,  so  that,  if  she  re- 
ceives relief,  she  will,  doubtless,  proceed  for  Boston.  She 
b  deeply  laden  with  all  kinds  of  stores  for  the  army. 

Our  intelligence  is  from  letters  found  on  the  prisoner, 
directed  to  certain  persons  under  fictitious  directions,  which 
were  intended  to  be  conveyed,  by  him,  on  board  of  the 
man-of-war.  It  would  greatly  serve  the  publick  cause  could 
she  be  seized.  There  are  the  most  evident  reasons  why 
we,  in  ^ew-York,  ought  not,  in  point  of  prudence,  to  do 
it.  We  have  two  sliips-of-war  lying  here,  and  our  exports, 
as  yet,  happily,  uninterrupted  by  them. 

This  discovery  cannot  be  kept  long  a  secret,  and  we 
think  it  our  duty  to  submit  this  case  to  your  immediate  at- 
tention. Should  it  be  known  to  the  ships-of-war,  they  will, 
doubtless,  send  down  tlieir  boats,  which  consideration  has 
induced  us,  by  express,  to  furnish  you  with  this  opportuni- 
ty of  serving  the  publick. 

The  above  reasons  point  out  the  propriety  of  keeping 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOSEPH  HALLETT. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  January  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  Through  the  misfortunes  and  indisposition  of  sun- 
dry members  we  are  very  few  in  number.  We  have  only 
eight  members,  when  all  meet  who  are  in  town,  or  can  be 
collected.  We  have  had  more  cases  than  one,  in  which  wo 
should  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  have  spared  a  member 
from  the  Committee,  for  important  matters  at  some  distance) 
if  our  number  would  have  permitted  us  so  to  do. 

Thus  situated,  we  think  it  our  duty,  to  request  you  to 
come  to  New-  York,  and  attend  the  Committee  as  soon  aa 
the  situation  of  your  health  will  admit. 

[A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  John  Imlay.] 


general  WOOSTER  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Montreal,  January  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  just  received  from  Col- 
onel Arnold,  and  take  this  opportunity  most  heartily  to 
condole  with  you  for  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  most  amia- 
ble General  Montgomery,  and  the  other  brave  officers  and 
soldiei-s  who  fell  with  him,  and  for  the  failure  of  success  in 
the  unfortunate  attack  upon  (^uebeck,  the  particulars  of 
which,  you  will,  doubtless,  have  received  before  this  reaches 
you. 

I  should  have  gone  down,  immediately,  upon  hearing  of 
the  defeat,  to  the  camp  before  (^iiebtck,  but  the  necessity 
of  securing  this  place,  and  the  country  round,  in  our  inte- 
rest, induced  all  the  officers  and  our  friends  here,  to  request 
me  not  to  leave  this  place,  till  we  should  have  a  reinforce- 
ment from  the  Colonies  ;  when  they  arrive,  I  expect  to  pro- 
ceed on  with  them.  We  have  many  enemies  in  this  Pro- 
vince, particularly  among  the  Clergy,  who  are  using  every 
artifice  to  excite  the  Canadians  to  take  up  arms  against  us; 
but  i  hope  to  be  able  to  prevent  any  thing  of  the  kind.  I 
have  called  in  many  of  the  commissions  given  by  Govern- 
our  Carleton,  and  have  given  out  new  ones  under  the  Con- 
gress, and  expect  soon  to  have  them  spread  through  the 
country,  which,  I  expect,  and  indeed  1  perceive  already, 
that  it  answers  very  salutary  purposes;  after  receiving  new 
commissions,  they  look  upon  themselves  as  bound,  and 
unless  we  succeed,  they  will  all  be  treated  as  Traitors.  I 
allow  each  Parish  to  choose  their  own  Captains,  a  circum- 
stance which  pleases  them  much ;  and  there  has  been  but 
few  instances  that  they  have  not  chosen  a  zealous  friend 
to  our  cause. 

The  taking  of  Q^uebeck  must  be  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  the  Colonies,  but  at  present  we  are  very 
ill  provided  for  it.  The  place  is  strong.  I  believe  they 
are  determined  to  defend  it  to  tiie  last  extremity.  We 
have  but  about  four  tons  of  powder  in  the  Province.  We 
have,  I  believe,  a  sufficiency  of  small  cannon,  none  larger 
than  twelve  pounders,  except  two  brass  twenty-fours,  which 
are  at  St.  John's.  We  liave  expectations  of  having  shot 
and  shells  cast  at  Three-Rivers. 

In  my  opinion,  it  will  not  only  be  necessary  to  forward 
men  and  powder  from  the  Colonies,  but  also,  a  number  of 
heavy  cannon,  such  as  thirty-two  pounders,  and  one  thir- 
teen inch  mortar,  if  no  more,  and  some  small  ones,  if  to  be 
had.  1  understand  that  the  large  mortar  from  Ticonde- 
roga,  with  a  number  of  pieces  of  cannon,  are  gone  to  your 


797 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  1776. 


798 


cnmp.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  that  whatever  is 
sent  from  the  Colonies,  should  be  here  by  the  jniddie  of 
March,  at  farthest,  for,  after  that  time,  the  gentlemen  here 
inform  me,  it  will  be  impossible  to  transport  any  thing  from 
this  place  to  (^uebcck,  on  account  of  the  river's  being  filled 
with  ice,  and  water,  of  consequence,  overflows  the  flat  coun- 
try. Therefore,  if  any  of  our  wants  can  be  supplied  from 
your  camp,  I  could  wish  that  whatever  is  sent  may  be  for- 
warded as  expeditiously  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem   and  respect,  your 


most  obedient  servant, 
To  General  Washington. 


Davio  Wooster, 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  January  21,  177G. 

Sib:  Your  favour  of  the  6ih  instant  I  received,  and 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  it  had  great  weight; 
and  1  believe  that  no  supplies  to  the  enemy's  ships  would 
have  been  permitted,  had  it  not  appeared  to  us  that  the 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress  were  of  opinion  that 
they  should  be  continued.  The  following  is  an  extract  of 
a,  letter  from  our  Delegates  on  that  subject :  "  A  memorial 
from  the  town  of  Neiuport,  forwarded  to  us  by  express, 
having  been  referred  to  the  General  Assembly,  we  now 
enclose  that  with  the  papers  pertinent  thereto.  We  should 
rot  do  justice  to  the  benevolence  of  Congress,  or  to  the 
distressed  situation  of  the  town,  if  we  did  not  acquaint  you 
that  all  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  this  debate,  expressed 
the  most  tender  regard  for  the  distressed  people,  and  gave 
it  as  their  opinion,  that,  as  long  as  the  ships-of-war  now  in 
the  harbour  could  be  supplied  with  fresh  provisions,  beer, 
and  such  like,  necessaries  for  their  own  immediate  sup- 
port, consistently  with  the  great  principles  of  the  general 
good  and  safety  of  America,  the  town  ought  to  he  permit- 
ted to  furnish  them  ;  the  greatest  care  being  taken  by  Go- 
vernment that  no  more  than  the  barely  necessary  supplies 
be  furnished  them,  from  time  to  time,  lest  the  common 
enemy,  in  other  parts  of  the  Continent  should,  through  them, 
obtain  provisions."  In  consequence  of  which,  the  General 
Assembly  have  ordered  that  Captain  Wallace  should  be 
supplied,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  vote.  But,  as 
he  may  cannonade,  and  even  burn  the  town,  a  discretion- 
ary power,  by  a  private  vote,  which  it  is  designed  should 
be  kept  a  profound  secret,  is  given  to  the  commander  of 
the  forces  on  Rhodt- Island,  to  permit  supplies  in  cases  of 
imminent  danger,  until  the  next  session,  to  be  holden  on 
the  last  Monday  in  next  month. 

Similar  measures  to  these  taken  by  Connecticut,  as  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  have  been  adopted  by  this  Colony, 
Besides  which,  the  commanding  officer  of  any  body  of  the 
Continental  troops  is  empowered  to  impress  carriages,  Sic. 

The  General  Assembly  ordered  an  address  to  the  Con- 
gress, a  copy  of  which  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose 
you.  We  are  not  without  hopes  that  the  Congress  will 
take  the  whole  brigade  into  their  service,  especially  as  the 
necessity  arising  from  so  powerful  an  invasion,  of  establish- 
ing the  whole  force  we  have  ordered,  is  clear  and  manifest. 
From  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
^  Colonies,  I  think  every  idea  of  partial  and  colonial  defence 
ought  to  be  given  up.  There  must  be  a  supreme  superin- 
tending power,  to  exert  and  direct  the  force  of  the  whole  for 
the  defence  and  safety  of  all ;  otherwise  the  exertions  and 
burdens  will  not  only  be  very  unequal,  to  the  greatly  en- 
dangering the  union  upon  which  the  welfare  of  America 
depends,  hut  Colony  alter  Colony  may  be  subdued,  without 
the  diance  of  making  resistance.  I  shall  only  add,  on  this 
head,  that  unless  the  Continent  enter  upon  the  defence  of 
the  Colony,  it  must  be  abandoned,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  common  cause.  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excel- 
lency seriously  to  consider  this  matter,  and  to  give  us  your 
assistance,  with  the  members  of  the  Congress,  for  procur- 
ing such  a  body  of  forces  as  the  interest  of  this  and  the 
Viiiled  Colonies,  in  general,  shall  require. 

We  had  [jrocured  upwards  of  an  hundred  blankets, 
which  were  designed  for  the  Army  under  your  immediate 
command ;  but  the  descent  upon  Prudence  obliged  us  to 
send  forty  of  them  to  our  troops  upon  that  Island  ;  and  to 
supply  the  additional  forces  ordered  to  be  raised,  will  de- 
mand'every  blanket  that  can  be  spared  in  the  Colony. 


I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  Excel-- 
lency's  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

—  / 

Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  »Slc.,  in  General  Apsembly,  I 
January  17,  1776.       \ 

It  is  Voted  and  Resolved,  That  the  Town  Council  of  the 
town  of  ycivport  be  allowed  to  supply  Captain  Wallace,  so 
long  as  he  shall  remain  peaceably  within  the  Colony,  without 
conunitting  any  depredations  upon  the  Islands,  or  upon  any 
of  the  lands  in  the  Colony,  weekly  with  two  thousand  pounds 
weii'ht  of  Beef,  and  with  Beer  as  usual,  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  commanding-officer  of  the  troops  stationed  on 
Rhode-Island ;  that  he  appoint  the  person  to  provide  and 
deliver  the  said  Provisions  ;  and  that  no  Member  of  either 
House  of  Assembly  be  appointed  to  deliver  the  same,  or  to 
go  on  board  of  either  of  the  ships-of-war  under  said  Wal- 
lace's couunand,  on  any  occasion  whatever. 

And  this  Assembly  considei  ing  the  situation  and  defence- 
less state  of  the  town  of  Netvport,  do  advise,  and  strongly 
recommend  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  forthwith  to 
remove  to  some  place  of  safely,  all  their  aged  |)eopIe,  wo- 
men, children,  and  those  who  are  unable  to  assist  in  defence 
of  the  place,  together  with  their  \<duable  effects. 

And  do  further,  Vole  and  Resolve,  That  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  be  paid  out  of  the  Ge- 
neral Treasury,  to  the  Committee  hereinafter  appointed, 
which  shall  be  improved  in  removing  such  poor  persons  in 
said  town,  as  are  incapable  of  removing  themselves,  and  for 
no  other  use  whatever.  That  Messrs.  John  Collins,  .John 
Cooke,  Thomas  Freebody,  George  Irish,  and  Daniel  Hol- 
loway,  or  the  major  part  of  them  be,  and  they  are,  hereby, 
appointed  a  Committee  for  that  purpose.  That  the  said 
Committee  be  empowered  to  settle  the  price  of  the  trans- 
portation of  the  effects  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town 
to  the  places  where  they  shall  be  shipped ;  and,  also,  the 
price  of  transportation  over  the  ferries ;  and  that  each  of 
the  said  Committee  be  empowered  to  impress  teams,  horses, 
and  cattle,  to  remove  such  effects  at  the  prices  which  shall 
be  so  affixed. 

A  true  copy  :  Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  January  21,  1776. 

Sir:  In  the  hurry  of  my  last  despatches  to  you,  of  the 
19th  instant,  I  forgot  to  intimate,  that  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  regiment  destined  for  Canada,  a  month's  ad- 
vanced pay  will  be  allowed  officers  and  soldiers  by  me,  on 
behalf  of  Congress.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  but 
right  that  you  should  be  apprized  of  the  intention  of  this 
Government  to  advance  their  regiment  another  month's 
pay,  to  enable  the  men  to  provide  for  so  long  and  fatigu- 
ing a  march,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  have  something  for 
their  families  to  subsist  on  during  their  absence. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  last  advance  will  be  pleas- 
ing to  Congress,  and  that  the  money  will  be  speedily  re- 
funded ;  but  as  1  have  no  authority  to  direct  it,  and  would 
not  appear,  by  any  act  of  mine,  to  put  these  three  regiments 
intended  for  Canada,  upon  a  different  footing  from  those 
which  have  been  raising  for  this  Army,  I  only  give  you 
a  hint  of  the  intention  of  this  Government,  if  you  think 
proper  that  the  regiment  from  your  Colony  may  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footing,  as  I  know  all  kind  of  distinctions 
are  considered  by  troops  with  an  evil  and  jealous  eye. 

Such  necessaries,  as  are  absolutely  requisite  for  the  march 
of  this  regiment,  you  will  please  to  have  provided  upon  the 
best  terms  you  can,  and  a  regular  account,  with  vouchers 
thereof,  left,  that  payment  may  be  made.  The  importance 
of  despatch  will,  1  am  persuaded,  appear  in  so  urgent  and 
pressing  a  light  to  you,  that  I  need  add  nothing  on  this 
head,  but  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  progress  you  make  in 
the  business,  being  with  the  sincerest  regard  and  esteem, 

*"^'     ^''  GEoaGE  Washington. 

To  Governour  Trumbidl. 

[Same  to  the  Honourable  Mattheto  Thornton,  Nero- 
Hampshire.] 
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INFOBBATION  TO  THE  TOWN  OF    SAVANNAH,    FROM  GOVER- 
NOUR  WRICHT.* 
Thursday  night,  10  o'clock,  January  18,  1776. 

The  Governour  sent  for  Doctor  Jones  and  Joseph  Clay, 
and  acquainted  them  that  lie  had  sent  for  iliein  as  the  only 
remaining  Representatives  of  llie  town  of  Savannah,  and 
acquainted  tiiem  that  the  following  men-of-war,  with  the 
packet  and  one  or  two  other  vessels,  were  arrived  at  Cock- 
spur,  viz :  the  Sj/ren,  of  28  guns ;  the  Tamar,  of  18  or  20 
guns;  the  Haven,  of  18  guns;  the  Cherokee,  of  16  guns. 

That  he  was  very  certain  their  orders  were  to  treat  any 
of  the  Colonies  who  were  in  arms,  had  raised  fortifications, 
seized  any  of  the  Crown  officers,  or  King's  stores,  ns  in  a 
state  of  rehellion,  and  would,  if  in  their  power,  destroy 
their  towns  and  property,  wherever  they  would  come  at 
them  ;  and,  he  apprehended,  they  would  look  on  us  as 
in  that  state,  and,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  treat  us  accord- 
ingly. 

That  the  Raven,  man-of-war,  was  stationed  here.  That 
they  were  all  in  want  of  provisions,  particularly  the  Ta- 
mar, the  Cherokee,  and  the  packet,  which  vessels,  as 
Well  as  the  Syren,  he  believed,  would  depart  the  Province 
as  soon  as  they  were  supplied  with  provisions.  That  if 
he,  the  Governour,  could  be  assured  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  that  they  would  supply  them  with  provisions, 
and  permit  their  boats  to  come  to  town  unmolested,  and 
purchase  such  provisions  as  they  can  get,  that  he  would  go 
down  on  board  these  ships  and  endeavour  to  settle  every 
thing  with  the  officers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  their 
doing  any  injury  to  this  town,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pro- 
vince, or  their  property. 

That  if  they  could  not  be  supplied  with  provisions,  they 
certainly  would  take  it  by  force,  where  they  can  find  it,  and 
will,  if  in  their  power,  attack  this  town  and  destroy  it, 
which,  as  several  of  the  vessels  were  of  an  easy  draft  of 
water,  he  presumed  they  could  get  up  to  town  and  effect. 

Savannah,  Mondoy,  January  22,  1776. 

Doctor /ones  and  Joseph  Clay  waited  on  the  Governour 
in  consequence  of  a  written  request  from  him,  when  he 
informed  them,  that  as  soon  as  he  heard  there  was  a  man- 
of-war  in  the  river,  which  was  on  Tuesday  last,  he  sent 
orders  to  Captain  Lightenstone  to  go  on  board  them  and  to 
inquire  who  they  were  and  what  number,  and  endeavour 
to  learn  their  intentions.  And  as  the  Governour  was  ap- 
prehensive, if  any  of  the  man-of-war  boats  came  up  to 
town,  it  might  be  the  occasion  of  disputes  between  them 
and  the  inhabitants,  and,  perhaps,  bloodshed,  for  wiiicli  rea- 
son he  directed  Captain  Lightenstone  to  acquaint  them 
that  the  town  was  in  much  confusion,  and  to  request  that 
they  would  not  send  any  of  tlieir  boats  up  to  town. 

But  his  orders  reached  Captain  Lightenstone  at  Skida- 
toay,  on  Wednesday  morning,  who,  immediately,  went  on 
board  the  men-of-war,  and  returned  from  them  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  and  to  Savannah  this  morning ;  who  ac- 
quainted him,  the  Governour,  that  in  pursuance  of  his 
orders,  he  had  been  on  board  the  ships-of-war — that  they 
informed  him,  by  Lightenstone,  that  the  Syren  and  the 
packet  would,  probably,  go  to  sea  this  day  or  to-mor- 
row ;  that  the  Tamar  had  sprung  her  main-yard  and  was 
in  want  of  provisions,  as  was  the  Cherokee ;  that  as  soon  as 
she  (the  Tamar)  had  got  a  new  yard,  which  they  expect- 
ed to  supply  themselves  with  from  Tybce,  that  she  (the 
Cherokee)  would,  as  soon  as  that  was  done,  and  they  had 
supplied  thenjselves  with  provisions,  which  they  expected 
soon  to  procure,  having  already  got  five  or  seven  beeves 
from  Tybec,  and  expected  to  get  some  other  provisions 
from  Little  Tybee,  (which  they  were  then  about  sending 
for,)  go  to  sea  also;  and  then  there  would  be  left  in  this 
harbour  only  the  Raven,  which  is  stationed  here ;  and 
that  he  apprehended  this  town  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  men-of-war,  unless  they  should  attempt  any  thing  in 
consequence  of  hearing  of  his,  the  Governour,  being  under 
arrest,  which  he  assured  us  if  they  had,  it  was  not  from 
him  or  with  his  knowledge. 

•  On  tlie  18lh  of  January,  Joseph  Habersham,  Esq.,  who  was  tlicn 
a  member  of  Iho  House,  raised  a  pirty  of  vohmle:Tc,  took  Governour 
Wright  prisoner,  paroled  him  to  his  hocss,  and  phiccid  a  stntiiiol  at  hix 
dor;  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  the  mcmijers  of  his  Council,  tho 
King's  officsrs,  or  other  pertoiis  who  were  auppos  il  to  l>e  inimical  to 
tho  American  cause.  Tlio  Governour  became  tired  of  confinamont,  and 
with  tho  assistance  of  Jolm  Mulrtme,  eftV-cteil  his  I'scipo  from  tlin  back 
part  ofhis  house,  on  the  night  of  the  lltli  of  February.— MCall. 


THOMAS  JOHNSON,  JUN.  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OP  SAFETT. 

Fredcricktown,  January  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Strieker  has  accepted  his  commission, 
and  has  had,  and  1  expect  will  have,  good  success  in 
inlisling.  He  proposes  to  be  very  particular  in  the  men 
he  takes,  and  much  wishes  his,  the  Light  Infantry  compa- 
ny, to  be  armed  with  rifles;  both  Mr.  Frice  and  he  think 
rifles  for  a  company  may  be  soon  got.  Considering  the  dif- 
ficulty of  speedily  arming  our  troops,  1  think  with  them, 
it  will  be  advisable  to  lodge  a  sum  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  somebody  here.  Nobody  will  do  more  justice  to  the 
publick  than  C.  Beatty,  to  purchase  up  what  rifles  can  be 
got.  My  brother,  this  morning,  let  Strieker  have  one  hun- 
dred of  the  two  hundred  which  he  brought  up  for  building 
the  town  Jail,  to  assist  him  in  recruiting.  Mr.  Ford  will  be 
a  very  proper  hand  to  bring  up  what  money  you  may  think 
proper  to  send  Strieker.  1  imagine  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  he  applies  for,  is  not  too  much,  as  well  as  what 
you  may  tliink  proper  for  Captain  JSarre^i,  many  of  whose 
company  I  expect  will  be  very  good  riflemen,  if  collected 
in  his  neighbourhood,  from  where  I  think  they  may  be  best 
spared.  Major  Price  tells  me  a  good  many  publick  arms, 
some  of  which  have  been  repaired  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  have  thenj,  may  be  collected  with  industry.  I  should 
be  glad  you  would  send  up  an  order  for  the  Committee 
to  collect  all  they  can,  and  if  you  think  as  I  do,  to  allow 
tlie  people  the  reasonable  expense  of  necessary  repairs, 
where  the  muskets  came  to  their  hands  out  of  order. 

I  understand  that  about  one  hundred  gun-locks,  fit  for 
rifles,  and  that  would  do  well  enough  to  put  to  repaired 
muskets,  are  to  be  had  in  town.  I  wish  you  would  send 
up  about  sixty  pounds  to  purchase  them.  Mr.  Beatty,  my 
brother,  or  myself,  will  do  it,  if  you  please. 

Price  tells  me  he  gained  an  acquaintance  with  one 
Royston,  at  the  camp  of  the  Artillery,  who  was  a  very 
clever  young  man,  and  desires  to  con)e  to  the  South  ; 
and  from  Price's  account  of  him,  he  would  be  very  ser- 
viceable in  our  Second  Artillery  Company,  and  he  would 
be  well  satisfied  with  a  First  Lieutenancy.  I  wish,  if  there 
is  still  room,  that  he  may  be  preferred  to  it.  A  trifling  cir- 
cumstance prevented  his  coming  with  Price,  and  he  even 
talked  of  following  him.  Major  Price  writes  to  him  that 
troops  are  raising  in  tliis  Province,  and  that  it  is  likely  he 
will  be  employed,  which,  he  says,  he  dare  say,  will  bring 
him,  with  a  strong  recommendation  from  General  Gates, 
to  whom  he  is  well  known. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

Tu.  Johnson,  Jun. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  STEPHEN   STEWARD. 

[No. 3. J  Annapolis,  January  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  are  informed  that  you  have 
been  at  Philadelphia,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  method 
the  Committee  have  taken  there  to  prevent  the  approach 
of  men-of-war  and  armed  vessels  to  that  city.  As  tlie  Con- 
vention have  resolved,  that  the  sum  of  five  thousand  nine 
hundred  pounds  be  appropriated  to  fortify  Annapolis,  and 
place  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  tiie  Coun- 
cil would  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  take  your  opinion  on  any 
plans  or  designs,  that  may  be  thought  necessary,  in  carry- 
ing this  resolution  of  the  Convention  into  execution.  Mr. 
Wallace  has  been  so  kind  as  to  lay  before  us  your  letter  of 
tlie  20th  instant,  on  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  confer  with 
you.     We  are,  with  respect,  sir,  yours,  &.c. 

To  Mr.  Stephen  Steicard,  West-River. 


MARYLAND  COl'NCIL  OK  SAFETY  TO  WILLIAM  KOBERTa. 
INo.  4.]  Annapolis,  January  22,  1776. 

Sir:  A  Company  of  Artillery,  or  Matrosses,  was  or- 
dered to  he  raised,  particularly  for  the  city  of  Annapolis. 
This  is  a  matter  of  consequence  to  all  the  inhabitants;  we, 
therefore,  choose  to  consult  the  Corporation  with  regard  to 
the  officers,  and  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  call  a  Corpo- 
ration some  day  this  week,  or  the  next,  at  farthest,  and  let 
us  know  who  that  respectable  body  would  recommend  to 
us  as  proper  persons  for  Captain  and  three  Lieutenants. 

We  are,  k.c.. 

To  Wm.  Roberts,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Annapolis. 
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LANCASTER  (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE  TO  FKESIDENT  OF 

CONGRESS. 
[Road  Janaary  25,  1776.— Referred  to  Committee  of  Correspondenco.] 
In  Committee,  Lancaster,  January  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  the  directions  of  Congress,  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  place  communicated  their  resolves  to  the 
officers,  prisoners  of  war  in  tliis  town,  and  received  from 
them  the  enclosed  answer. 

The  Committee  will,  with  cheerfulness,  execute  the 
orders  of  the  Congress,  but  they  are  under  some  difficulties 
in  this  case,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  officers  will 
insist  to  remain  with  the  privates,  and  will  make  no  choice 
of  residence.  It  will  then  fall  on  the  Committee  to  fix 
the  places  for  them  ;  and,  as  those  places,  or  some  of  them. 


may  be  mother  Counties,  we  cannot  compel  the  Commit-    "^""^'  ,  ^  -... .„ 

tees  to  receive  and   lake  them  into  their  char;;e,  without    °    ^^'^A  "'"'  "^  extremely  sorry  to  be  reduced  to  the  disa^ 


gentlemen  and  British  officers,  have  been  accustomed  to 
live  in,  in  every  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  that  they 
dechne  accepting  of  the  loan. 

That,  as  to  the  article  respecting  innkeepers'  accounts, 
they  do  not,  really,  comprehend  the  meaning  of  it,  and, 
therefore,  request  an  explanation. 

In  answer  to  the  last  article,  respecting  the  officers  being 
separated  from  their  men,  they  cannot  help  expressing 
their  surprise  at  it,  having  had  promises  to  the  contrary" 
particularly  General  Schuyler's:  that  this  promise  from  hiin, 
and  a  confirmation  of  it  under  the  hands  of  the  Congress,' 
in  their  orders  to  Captain  Nott,  rendered  them  easy  "that, 
in  consequence  of  this,  the  officers,  without  hesitation, 
gave  their  parole  to  the  Committee  of  this  town,  in  the 
manner  as  has  been   already  transmitted  by  them.     The 


particular  direction  from  Congress  for  that  purpose.  But, 
should  the  Congress  direct  the  places  of  their  residence, 
they  will  be  most  punctually  obeyed ;  and,  as  it  is  proba- 
ble that,  when  they  are  removed  from  hence,  they  will 
refuse  to  give  their  parole,  agreeable  to  the  former  resolves 
of  Congress,  we  beg  the  Congress  will  direct  in  what  man- 
ner the  Committees  shall  proceed  with  them. 

The  bearer  of  this  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee;  his  private  business  will  detain  him  a  day  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  by  him  we  hope  to  receive  the  directions  of 
the  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  very  bumble  servant, 

By  order  of  the  Committee :       r^  „ 

Ueorge  Koss, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Lancaster,  January  20,  1776. 

We,  the  undermentioned  officers,  having  perused  the 
Resolves  of  the  Congress  relative  to  us,  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  of  this  town,  think  proper  to  make  the  follow- 
ing answers  to  them  :* 

Answer  to  1st  Resolution. — That  the  officers  are  of 
opinion  they  may  accept  of  the  offi^r  of  drawing  for  their 
subsistence  ;  at  the  same  time,  from  the  situation  they  are 
in,  they  cannot  help  expressing  a  doubt  of  their  bills  being 
honoured,  as  an  alteration  may  lake  place  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  well  as  in  America,  with  regard  to  bills  of  ex- 
change; but  expect  that,  in  this  case,  nothing  detrimental 
be  offered  to  their  persons. 

Answer  to  2d  Resolution. — That,  although  the  officers 
at  Lancaster  do  not  think  themselves,  by  any  means,  con- 
cerned in  the  article  of  the  Resolve  relative  to  the  officers 
at  Trenton,  yet  they  think  proper  to  declare,  that  their 
having  been  placed  in  taverns  by  those  officers  under 
whose  conduct  they  were  brought  to  this  place,  laid  them 
under  the  necessity  of  living  in  a  more  expensive  manner 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  done,  and  that  they  had 
frequently  made  application  for  private  lodgings,  but  with- 
out effect. 

Answer  to  an  article  of  said  Resolution. — That  the  offer 
of  an  allowance  of  two  dollars  per  week,  for  board  and 
lodging,  is  so  inadequate   to  the  manner  which   they,  as 

•  Agreed  to  sot  Dr.  Huddhstone  at  liberty  on  the  terms  ho  men- 
tions; and  sent  by  liim  a  proposition  to  General  CarUton,  that  it  be  sti. 
pulaU'd  on  both  sides,  not  only  to  release  all  Surgeons,  but  that,  if,  by 
the  fortune  of  war,  the  liospital  of  either  army  should  fall  into  tho 
power  of  the  other,  the  same  care  should  bo  taken  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  as  if  friends,  and  that  neither  they  nor  the  attendants  of  the 
hospital  should  be  considered  as  prisoners ;  and,  if  Gorcrnour  Carleton 
Bhould  not  agree  to  tho  present  rebaso  of  Surgeons,  Dr.  Haddleslone 
«3  to  be  on  his  parole  to  return  iramcdiatciy. 

OJieerti'  Answer  at  Lancaster. 

1.  To  bo  left  on  the  footing  it  was  placed  on  in  our  lett«r  of  the 

loth. 

2.  Resolve  related  merely  to  the  officers  at  Trenton,  no  complaint 
having  been  received  of  those  of  Lancaster. 

3.  Two  dollars  per  week  was  the  allowance  of  Congress  ;  the  offi. 
cers  may  refuse  it  or  add  to  it  on  their  own  account,  as  they  ple.aso. 

4.  Inquire  the  moaning,  high  accounts  from  Trenton. 

5.  See  tho  Resolution  of  Congress  ;  express  stronger  than  beforo 
what  relates  to  General  Schuyler's  promise. 

6.  We  shall  be  extremely  sorry  to  bo  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
confining  them  m  prison,  if  they  cancel  their  parole. 

7.  Clothing  ordered  by  us;  their  clothing  ordered  to  be  brought  up. 

8.  Provided  for  in  our  former  letter. 
9  and  10.    It  is  not  desired  to  roraovo  any  officer  to  the  preiudico  of 

his  health.  ■■ 

Directions  given  in  former  letter  relating  to  tho  women  and  children. 
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greeable  necessity  of  cancelling  that  promise. 

The  men  are  in  great  want  of  their  clothing,  not  having, 
now,  sufficient  to  cover  ihem  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  Motives,  iherefore,  of  humanity  and  justice  sug- 
gest to  the  officers  the  necessity  of  remaining  with  thein 
at  least  until  the  baggage  arrives,  which  is  daify  expected,' 
m  order  to  make  a  proper  distribution  of  it. 

The  officers  beg  leave  to  re|)resent  their  own  situation, 
which  is  such  as  will  not  admit  of  their  changing  quarters 
at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year;  many  of  them  lying 
in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  without  the  greatest  part  of 
their  baggage,  some,  indeed,  without  any  part  of  it. 

The  officers  willingly  embrace  this  opportunity  of  re- 
turning their  thanks  to  the  Committee  and  others,  of  this 
town,  for  their  humanity  in  raising  a  subscription  for  the 
women  and  children,  and,  likewise,  for  other  civilities. 

W.   RiNNEER,  P.   AnSTRUTHEH, 

Tim.  Newmarch,    William  Duff, 
Jas.  Wm.  Baillis,  Jos.  Campbell, 
John  Despard,       Geo.  Peacocke, 
Wm.  C.  Hughes,         Royal  Fusileers. 

John  Stronge,       E.  P.  Willington, 
John  Livingston,  Robert  Thomas, 
D.  McDoNELL,       James  Gordon, 

Twenty- Sixth  Regiment. 

Daniel  Robertson, 
Royal  Highland  Emigrants. 
To  the  Committee  of  Lancaster. 


CAPTAIN  WILLIAMS  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  January  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  now  under  the  necessity  of  apply- 
ing to^  your  Honours,  (in  consequence  of  orders  issued 
from  Congress  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  march  at  an 
hour's  warning,)  as  I  am,  at  present,  without  a  First-Lieu- 
tenant, Mr.  Davis,  my  late  Lieutenant,  being  promoted  to 
a  Company;  Mr.  John  D.  Bankson,  my  late  Ensign, 
being,  likewise,  promoted  to  a  First  Lieutenant  by  The 
Committee  of  Safety,  and  a  certain  Mr.  Morgan  was  ap- 
pointed by  your  Honours  a  First  Lieutenant  (formerly 
appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  one  of  your  new 
battalions)  in  the  First  Battalion,  who  was  to  join  my 
company;  but,  as  the  whole  corps  of  officers  in  the 
First  Battalion  would  rather  wish  your  Honours  would 
promote  the  officers  in  the  said  battalion,  as  they  were  at 
the  great  trouble  of  raising  the  company. 

I  cannot  but  think  it  would  be  in  your  power  to  allow 
Mr.  Bankson  \o]o\a  my  company,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Mor- 
gany  desire.  Mr.  Morgan  is,  at  present,  out  of  town,  re- 
cruiting for  the  Captain  whom  he  was  first  engaged  with. 

Your  Honours  will  please  to  take  it  into  consideration, 
and  grant  the  above  request;  and  you  will  much  oblige 
your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Williams,  Capt,  J.  P.  B. 
To  the  Honourable  President  of  Congress. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Road  February  2,  1776.] 

Albany,  January  22,  1776. 
Sir  :  When  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you 
on  the  13th  instant,  the  distress  of  mind  occasioned  by  the 
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melanclioly  accounts  I  tlien  (ransniitted,  the  luirry  in  prc- 
pariiig  for  the  excursion  into  Tnjon  County,  and  greatly 
oppressed  by  the  asthma,  were  so  many  obstacles  which 
prevented  niy  answering  your  polite  letters  of  tlie  30ih  of 
November  and  'id  instant,  which  were  delivered  me  on  the 
i2th  by  Mr.  Tilghman.  I  now  sit  down  to  answer  those, 
and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, covering  several  resolutions  of  Congress,  which  were 
delivered  ine  on  the  loth. 

That  my  little  services  should  have  attracted  the  notice 
of  ("ongress,  so  far  as  to  merit  their  thanks,  I  can  only 
attribute  to  the  conviction  which,  I  Halter  myself,  that 
respectable  body  entertains  of  my  wishes  and  endeavours 
to  serve  my  country  in  this  hour  of  danger.  1  cannot, 
sir,  find  words  to  convey  my  feelings  on  the  occasion. 
Let  it  suffice,  tiiat  I  consider  it  as  a  reward  the  most  glo- 
rious, since  it  is  conferred  by  the  representatives  of  a  peo- 
ple still  free,  and  who  are  virtuously  struggling  to  transmit 
the  blessings  of  freedom  to  millions  of  their  posterity. 
May  indulgent  Heaven  so  smile  on  their  honest  endea- 
vours, that  America  may  be  a  lasting  monument  to  remind 
tyrants  of  their  impotency,  when  they  attempt  to  tyran- 
nize over  a  free  people.  To  you,  sir,  my  best  thanks  are 
due,  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed 
to  me  the  sense  of  Congress,  and  believe  me,  sir,  that  I 
feel  a  grateful  sense  of  the  attention  which  1  have  expe- 
rienced from  you. 

I  frankly  confess,  sir,  that  I  have  been  greatly  chagrined 
to  see  the  little  order  that  prevailed  in  the  troops  under 
my  command,  and  that,  added  to  my  very  bail  state  of 
health,  were  the  only  inducements  which  made  me  wish 
to  retire.  The  first,  1  hope,  will  not  so  much  prevail  in 
future ;  but  1  am  sorry  that  I  have  no  prospect  that  the 
latter  will  ever  mend.  Much  indisposed  when  I  set  out 
for  Trycn  County,  the  severity  of  the  weather,  and  the 
fatigues  incident  to  the  command  of  an  undisciplined  and 
enraged  multitude,  ready  to  run  into  imprudences  of  the 
most  dangerous  nature,  and  only  to  be  prevented  by  the 
greatest  attention  and  vigilance,  has  greatly  increased  my 
disorders,  a  comi)lication  of  which  now  confine  rne  to  my 
room.  But,  sir,  the  affairs  of  my  country  are  in  a  worse 
situation  than  when  I  requested  to  retire;  this  is  motive 
sufficient  for  me  to  continue  in  any  station,  howoHnr  incon- 
venient, in  which  my  countrymen  and  my  superiors  are 
pleased  to  think  I  can  be  of  service.  I  will  continue, 
then,  to  do  what  I  can.  My  country  may  justly  claim  my 
last  services.     It  shall  iinve  them. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  lOtli,  llth,  and 
17th  of  November,  so  far  as  they  respect  me,  shall  be 
strictly  complied  with  ;  that  of  the  26ih,  respecting  tlie 
lead  at  Crown-Point,  1  have  already  given  order  about. 
What  was  left  at  Ticondcroga  was  on  its  way  to  Cam- 
briilge  when  I  received  General  IVashinglon's  account  of 
the  capture  of  the  store-ship  ;  1,  therefore,  stopped  it  here, 
and  it  will  be  much  wanted  for  our  troops  that  are  going 
into  Canada. 

General  Prescott  was  already  considerably  advanced  on 
his  way  \o  New- Jersey,  \\\\en  I  received  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, of  the  2d  instant,  for  putting  him  in  close  custody. 

The  resolution  of  Congress,  permitting  the  officers, 
who  are  prisoners,  to  sell  their  bills  for  their  subsistence,  I 
have  already  communicated  to  those  still  here,  which  are 
the  French  officers.  Major  Hughes,  Captain  Gamble,  and 
Lieutenant  Harrington,  all  of  which  would  have  been 
moved  last  week  if  my  time  had  not  been  engaged  other- 
wise. 

I  shall  take  the  next  opportunity  that  offers,  to  transmit 
to  the  Treasury  an  account  of  my  disbursentcnts  to  the 
officers.  The  receipts  i  cannot,  as  they  are  written  in  a 
receipt-book  containing  many  others. 

The  Conductor  of  Artillery,  whom  I  had,  through  ne- 
cessity, appointed,  is  Mr.  Hubbard  Brown.  He  appears 
to  me  active,  honest,  and  capable,  and  now  acts  in  the 
double  ca|>acity  of  Conductor  and  Barrackinaster  of  Ticon- 
deroga;  for  the  former  he  was  to  have  five  shillings,  and 
for  the  other  an  additional  shilling,  Aew-Fo/fe  currency. 
I  found  Gysbert  Marselis,  Esq.,  a  Barrackmaster  here, 
and  employed  by  the  Committee  oi  Albany;  he  still  re- 
mains in  the  office.  Mr.  Peter  Schuyler  1  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  arms  in  this  place;  he  has  a  considera- 
ble number  already  repaired.     For  a  Storekeeper  at  this 


place,  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Philip  Van  liens- 
selaer. 

1  have  given  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Paymaster-General, 
copies  of  the  resolutions  relative  to  his  Department.  I 
hope  they  are  not  founded  on  a  supposition  that  there  had 
been  any  negli^icnce  in  that  Department.  On  the  confu- 
sion which  had  arisen  in  the  Army  accounts,  is  much  to  be 
iniputed  to  officers  commanding  companies. 

The  resolve  of  the  8il)  instant,  "that  shipwrights  be 
immt'diatuly  sent  from  New- York  and  Philadelphia,  to 
build  balteaus,"  I  could  wish  not  to  be  put  into  execution, 
as  one  Albany  shipwright  will  do  nearly  as  much  of  that 
kind  of  work  as  two  that  are  not  accustomed  to  it.  1  can 
also  make  them  work  early  and  late,  which  the  others  will 
not  ;  besides,  there  will  be  great  saving  in  the  travelling 
charges. 

I  shall  immediately  desire  General  fVooster  to  cause  the 
river  St.  Laivrence  to  be  explored,  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  but  1  fear  he  is  much  in  want  of  an 
Engineer  for  the  purpose,  as  well  as  for  a  proper  person  to 
ascertain  what  kind  of  armed  boats  it  would  be  most  expe- 
dient to  build. 

Does  Congress  intend  that  1  should  issue  warrants  for 
co(npIeling  the  regiment  to  he  raised  in  this  Colony,  or  is 
it  to  be  done  by  tfie  Convention?  In  my  former  letters,  I 
advised  Congress  that  I  had  issued  warrants  for  raising  four 
companies. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  get  every  thing  in  readi- 
ness for  building  baticaus  at  Fort-George,  as  Wood-Creek 
cannot  be  cleared  this  Winter,  and  shall  send  up  all  the  pro- 
visions and  other  stores. 

1  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
nails  made  in  time  at  this  place ;  what  I  can  get,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  pii)  fifteen  pence  per  pound  for. 

Part  of  the  troops  which  I  sent  Colonel  /Fnr/ier  to  raise, 
are  already  on  their  march  ;  the  first  party,  I  have  reason 
to  think,  is,  at  farthest,  within  a  day's  march  of  St.  John's. 
I  have  ordered  them  off  by  fifties,  as  they  could  get  ready, 
a  regiment  on  the  last  Continental  arrangement,  in  the 
County  of  Berkshire;  part  of  it  is  already  marched.  I 
was,  however,  obliged  to  give  the  like  bounty  as  I  did  to 
Colonel  f lamer.  It  is  commanded  by  Colonel  Fellows, 
and  all  the  officers  were  nominated  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  that  County.  They  will  not  engage  beyond  the 
15th  o[  April.  It  was,  however,  lucky  that  I  took  those 
measures,  for  General  IVashington  writes  me  that  he  can- 
not spare  a  man.  Enclose  you  a  copy  of  his  letter.  A 
few  hours  before  I  received  it,  I  wrote  him  by  express, 
that  the  necessity  of  sending  troops  from  Cambridge  to 
Canada  appeared  to  me  to  be  superseded,  because  of  those 
going  which  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  that  there  were 
two  regiments  on  their  march  fron)  Pennsylvania  and  New- 
Jersey,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  reach  Canada  as 
soon  as  any  he  could  send. 

Governour  Trumbull,  in  a  letter  of  the  20ili  instant,  ad- 
vises me  that  a  regiment  is  raising  in  Connecticut  to  niarch 
immediately  to  Canada,  to  be  engaged  to  the  first  day  of 
November  next. 

As  I  have  had  no  accounts  from  Canada  since  those 
which  Mr.  Antill  brought,  I  conclude  that  nothing  mate- 
rial has  happened  since  the  unfortunate  affair  of  the  31st 
ultimo. 

I  have,  in  a  former  letter,  observed  that  all  the  heavy 
cannon  and  mortars  were  ordered  to  Cambridge ;  I  suppose 
they  are  there  now.  Should  Q^uebcck  not  fall  into  our 
hands  this  Winter,  we  shall  want  a  considerable  number  of 
those.  Whence  are  we  to  be  supplied  ?  And  from  whence 
are  we  to  get  ammunition  ? 

January  24,  177G. 

Some  of  the  troops  that  accompanied  me  into  Tryon 
County  refused  to  move  unless  i  promised  pay  for  their 
carriaj;es  ;  and  these  same  people  insist  upon  pay  as  Mi- 
nute-Men. Many  of  the  people,  however,  expect  no  pay 
for  their  carriages,  nor  for  themselves.  Expeditions  of  this 
kind  would  be  very  expensive  at  this  rate.  1  cannot  think 
that  Congress  intended  pay  for  the  men  on  such  occasions. 
I  shall  wait  their  orders. 

I  have  just  now  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  New-York,  enclosing  copies  of  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  Sth  of  January.  They  observe  that 
several    things   are   left   indeterminate    "  in   that    resolve 
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whicli  orders  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores  to  be 
sent  to  Fort-George.'^  In  answer,  I  have  wrote  lliein 
that  "  I  cannot  believe  Conjjress  intended  any  thing  more 
by  sending  the  resolution  to  them,  llian  tiiai  they  should 
supply  me  with  what  I  might  want;  the  almost  impossi- 
bility of  sending  a  large  quantity  from  New-York  to  Fort- 
George,  at  this  season,  would  countenance  this  construc- 
tion." 

They  have  also  wrote  to  me  on  the  subject  of  tlie  sliip- 
wri<dii9.  I  have  given  tuein  an  extract  of  what  1  have 
above  said  to  Congress  on  the  occasion,  and  requested  that 
they  would  not  send  any  until  1  applied  for  them. 

They  also  seemed  to  think  that  they  were  to  procure 
batteau-nien,  and  ask  what  wages  are  to  be  allowed  them. 
I  have  promised  to  write  to  Congress  on  that  head.  1  be- 
lieve they  would  be  best  got  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place. 
If  Congress  thinks  so,  1  wish  to  know  what  pay  to  allow 
the  officers  and  men. 

Congress  will  please  to  attend  to  the  Naval  Department 
in  this  quarter.  Perhaps  Commodore  Douglass  will  re- 
main. 1  could  wish  a  Captain  Wynkoop  to  be  employed 
under  him  ;  he  is  active  and  brave. 

I  am,  sir,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuvler. 

To  itie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  fee,  &c. 


GENERAL  SCHUVLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  January  23,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Colonel  Warner  succeeds  fast  in  sending 
men  to  Canada.  From  the  County  of  Berkshire,  in  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  a  regiment  will,  also,  immediately  be 
sent,  part  of  which  is  already  on  its  n)arcl).  By  a  letter 
just  received  from  Congress,  dated  the  lOtli  instant,  I  am 
advised  that  a  regiment  from  Pennsylvania,  and  another 
from  New-Jersey,  were  ordered  immediately  to  march  for 
this  place,  and  to  put  themselves  under  my  command.  As 
lliese  corps  can  b«  in  Canada  at  least  as  early  as  any  your 
Excellency  can  send  from  Cambridge,  the  necessiiy  of 
sending  of  those  which  I  had  the  honour  to  request  of  you, 
will  be  superseded. 

Since  the  unfortunate  accounts  which  I  transmitted  you 
by  my  last  express,  I  have  heard  nothing  more  from  Ca- 
nada, whence,  I  conclude,  that  our  affairs  in  that  quarter 
are  not  in  a  worse  situation  than  when  Mr.  Anlill  came 
away.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Ar- 
nold was  forgot  to  be  sent  you  per  last. 

1  returned  last  night  from  Tryon  County,  into  which  I 
marched  a  body  of  Militia  to  disarm  the  malignants,  which 
1  have  effected.  Six  of  the  chiefs  of  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  or  three  hundred  Scotch  Highlanders,  are  to  go 
prisoners  to  Pennsylvania,  as  are  six  others  of  the  English 
and  Dutch  inhabitants  of  that  County.  VVo  have  taken 
four  six  and  four-pounders,  together  with  a  number  of 
swivels  and  blunderbusses. 

I  hope  all  is  well  with  your  Excellency.  Be  pleased  to 
present  my  compliments  to  your  family.  I  am,  sir,  with 
sincere  respect  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient, and  very  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Road  January  2G,  177G.] 

Stamford,  January  22,  1776. 

Sin:  As  General  Washington  has  informed  the  Con- 
gress of  his  motives  for  detaching  me,  it  is  needless  to  trou- 
ble you  upon  the  subject.  I  am,  therefore,  only  to  inform 
you,  that  1  have  collected  a  body  of  about  twelve  hundred 
men,  from  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  whose  zeal  and  ar- 
dour, demonstrated  on  this  occasion,  cannot  be  suftlciently 
jiraised.  With  this  body  I  am  marching  directly  to  New- 
York,  to  execute  the  different  purposes  for  which  1  am 
detached.  I  am  sensible,  sir,  that  nothing  can  carry  the 
air  of  greater  presumption,  than  a  servant's  intruding  his 
opinion,  unasked,  upon  his  master;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
tlicie  are  certain  seasons,  when  the  real  danger  of  the  mas- 
ter may  not  only  excuse,  but  render  laudable  the  servant's 
officiousness.     I,  therefore,  flatter  myself  that   the  Con- 


gress will  receive,  with  indulgence  and  lenity,  the  opinion 
1  shall  offer. 

The  scheme  of  disarming,  simply,  the  Tories,  seems  to 
me,  totally  ineffectual ;  it  will  only  imbitler  their  minds, 
and  add  virus  to  their  venom.  They  can,  and  will,  always 
be  supplied  with  fiesh  arms  by  the  encniy.  That  of  seiz- 
ing the  most  dangerous  will,  1  apprehend,  from  the  vague- 
ness of  the  instruction,  be  attended  with  some  bad  conse- 
quences, and  can  answer  no  good  one ;  it  opens  so  wide  a 
door  for  partiality  and  prejudice,  to  the  different  Congress- 
es and  Committees  on  the  Continent,  that  much  discord 
and  animosity  will,  probably,  ensue,  it  being  next  to  im- 
possible to  distinguisli  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  the  most 
dangerous. 

The  plan  of  explaining  to  these  deluded  people  the  jus- 
tice and  merits  of  the  American  cause,  is,  certainly,  gene- 
rous and  humane,  but,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  fruitless.  They 
are  so  riveted  in  their  opinions,  that,  I  am  persuaded, 
should  an  angel  descend  from  Heaven,  with  his  golden 
trumpet,  and  ring  in  their  ears  that  their  conduct  was  cri- 
minal, he  would  be  disregarded.  I  bad  lately,  myself,  an 
instance  of  their  infatuation,  which,  if  it  is  not  impertinent, 
1  will  relate  : 

At  Newport,  I  took  the  liberty,  without  any  authority, 
but  the  conviction  of  the  necessity,  to  administer  a  very 
strong  oath  to  some  of  the  leading  Tories,  for  which  liber- 
ty I  humbly  ask  pardon  of  the  Congress.  One  article  of 
this  oath  was,  to  take  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  if 
called  upon  by  the  voice  of  the  Congress.  To  this.  Colo- 
nel Wa7iton,  and  others,  flatly  refused  their  assent.  To 
take  arms  against  their  Sovereign,  they  said,  was  too  mon- 
strous an  impiety.  I  asked  them,  if  they  had  lived  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  whether  they  w'ould  have  been 
Revolutionists?  Their  answers  were,  at  first,  evasive,  cir- 
cuitous, and  unintelligible ;  but,  by  fixing  them  down  pre- 
cisely to  the  questions,  I,  at  length,  drew  from  them  a  po- 
sitive confession,  that  no  violence,  no  provocation  on  the 
part  of  the  Court,  could  prevail  upon  them  to  act  with  the 
Continent.  Such,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  creed  and  principles 
of  the  whole  party,  great  and  small;  sense,  reason,  argu- 
ment, and  eloquence,  have  been  expended  in  vain,  and  in 
vain  you  may  still  argue  and  reason,  till  the  end  of  time. 
Even  the  common  feelings  and  resentments  of  humanity 
have  not  aroused  them,  but  rather,  with  a  malignant  plea- 
sure, they  have  beheld  the  destruction  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens and  relations.  But,  1  am  running  into  declamation, 
(perliaps,  impertinently  presuming,)  when  I  ought  to  con- 
fine myself  to  the  scheme  I  submit  to  your  consideration. 

It  is,  sir,  in  the  first  place,  to  disarm  all  the  manifestly 
disaffected,  as  well  of  the  lower  as  of  the  higher  class  ;  not 
on  the  principle  of  putting  them  in  a  state  of  impotence, 
(for  this,  as  1  observed  before,  will  not  be  the  case,)  but  to 
supply  our  troops  with  arms,  of  which  they  stand  in  too 
great  need.  Secondly,  to  appraise  their  estates,  and  oblige 
thein  to  deposite,  at  least  the  value  of  one-half  of  their 
respective  property,  in  the  hands  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, as  a  security  for  their  good  behaviour.  And,  lastly, 
to  administer  the  strongest  oath  that  can  be  devised,  to  act, 
defensively  and  offensively,  in  support  of  the  common 
riglits. 

I  confess,  that  men  so  eaten  up  with  bigotry,  as  the  bulk 
of  them  appear  to  be,  will  not  consider  themselves  as 
bound  by  this  oath,  particularly,  as  it  is,  in  some  measure, 
forced  ;  they  will  argue,  that  it  is  by  no  means  obligatory. 
But,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  be  a  sort  of  criterion,  by  vvhicli 
you  will  be  able  to  distinguish  the  desperate  fanaticksfroiii' 
those  who  are  reclaimable.  The  former  must,  of  course,, 
be  secured,  and  carried  into  some  interior  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent, where  they  cannot  be  dangerous. 

This  mode  of  proceeding,  1  conceive,  (if  any  can,)  will 
be  effectual;  but,  whether  it  meets  with  the  ajiprobalion  or 
disapprobation  of  the  Congress,  I  most  humbly  conjure  them 
not  to  attribute  the  proposal  to  arrogance,  self-conceit,  or 
jiragmatical  ofticiousness,  but,  at  worst,  to  an  intempcrat* 
zeal  for  the  publick  service. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  sliiiiness  of  the  authorit)', 
as  I  am  myself  convinced  that  it  is  substantial,  1  think  it 
my  duty  to  communicate  a  circumstance  to  the  Congress. 
1  have  with  me  here,  sir,  a  deserter  from  Captain  fVal- 
lacc's  ship,  before  Newport.  It  is  necessary,  previously  to 
inform  you,  that  this  Captain  Wallace  has  the  reputatioa 
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of  bein"  the  most  imprudent  and  rash  of  all  mortals,  parti- 
cularly when  he  is  heated  with  wine,  which,  as  reported, 
is  a  daily  incident ;  that,  in  those  moments,  he  blubs  his 
most  secret  instructions  even  to  the  common  men.  This 
deserter,  then,  informs  us,  that  the  Captain,  a  few  days 
ago,  assembled  the  sailors  and  marines  on  the  quarter-deck, 
end  assured  lliem,  by  way  of  encouragement,  that  they 
were  to  proceed,  very  soon,  to  Neic-  York,  where  they 
were  to  be  joined  by  His  Majesty's  most  loyal  subjects  of 
IVhite-Plains,  Foughkeepsie,  and  Long-Island,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  bestowed,  abundantly,  his  curses  on  the  Admi- 
ral and  General,  for  their  dilatoriness  and  scandalous  con- 
duct, in  not  availing  themselves,  sooner,  of  the  invitation 
they  had  received  liotn  these  worthy  gentlemen. 

The  Congress  will  make  what  comments  they  please  on 
this  information,  which,  1  must  rei)eat,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  comnmnicate.  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  you  may  be 
assured,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministerialists  to  take 
possession  (and  immediately)  of  iVcw?-  York.  The  inter- 
cepted letters,  the  unguarded  expressions  of  their  ofiicers, 
in  their  interviews  with  ours,  on  the  lines,  but,  above  all, 
the  manifest  advantages  resulting  to  their  CcMise  (i"om  this 
measure,  put  their  intention  beyond  dispute. 

With  submission,  therefore,  lo  the  wisdom  of  the 
grass,  it  behooves  them,  1  should  think,  not  to  lose  a  m( 
ment  in  securing  this  important  post,  which,  if  in  the  hands 
of  tlie  enemy,  must  cut  the  Continent  in  twain,  and  render 
it  almost  impossible  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  Colo- 
nies mutually  to  support  each  other.  This  is  not  a  crisis, 
when  every  thing  is  at  slake,  to  be  over-complacent  to  the 
timidity  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  particular  spot.  I  have 
now  under  my  command  a  respectable  force,  adequate  to 
the  purposes  of  securing  the  place,  and  purging  all  its  en- 
virons of  Traitors,  on  which  subject  1  shall  expect,  with  im- 
patience, the  determination  of  the  Congress.  Their  orders 
I  hope  to  receive  before,  or  immediately  on  my  arrival. 

This  instant,  the  enclosed  express,  from  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New-  York,  was  delivered  into  my  hands ;  but, 
as  these  gentlemen,  probably,  are  not  fully  apprized  of  the 
danger  hanging  over  their  heads,  as  1  have  received  intel- 
ligence from  camp  that  the  fleet ite  sailed,  and  that  it  is 
necessary  to  urge  my  march,  I  slrall  proceed,  with  one  di- 
vision of  the  forces  under  my  command,  to  that  city.  A 
moment's  delay  may  be  fatal. 

t-:  The  force  I  shall  carry  with  me  is  not  strong  enough  to 
act  offensively,  but  just  sufficient  to  secure  the  city  against 
any  immediate  designs  of  the  enemy.  If  this  is  to  give 
umbrage,  if  the  Governour,  and  Captain  of  the  man-of- 
war,  are  pleased  to  construe  this  step  as  an  act  of  positive 
hostility,  if  they  are  to  prescribe  what  number  of  your 
troops,  and  what  number  not,  are  to  enter  the  city,  all  I 
can  say  is,  that  New-  York  must  be  considered  as  the  Mi- 
nisters' place,  and  not  the  Continent's. 

I  must  now,  sir,  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  letter, 
and,  more  so,  for  the  presumption  in  offering,  so  freely,  my 
thoughts  to  the  Congress,  from  whom  it  is  my  duty  simply 
to  receive  my  orders,  and,  as  a  servant  and  soldier,  strictly 
to  obey,  which  none  can  do  with  greater  ardour  and  affec- 
tion than,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  Ncw.York,  January  21,  1776. 
Sir:  The  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  much  alarmed  at 
various  confident  advices  of  your  destination,  with  a  consi- 
derable bwly  of  forces  for  active  service  here.  Confident, 
however,  as  those  advices  may  appear  to  people  without 
doors,  we  cannot  readily  credit  them,  as  we  conceive  it 
most  probable  that,  were  you  preparing  to  execute  any 
plan  of  that  kind,  it  would  be  preceded  by  some  intima- 
tions to  ua  on  the  subject,  from  the  Continental  Congress, 
General  Washington,  or  yourself.  We,  therefore,  should 
not  have  troubled  you  with  this  application,  had  it  not  been 
to  procure  such  information  from  you  as  may  enable  us,  in 
a  prudent  use  of  it,  to  allay  the  fears  of  our  inhabitants, 
who,  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  will  continue,  as 
they  have  already  begun,  to  remove  their  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  which,  if  continued,  may  occasion  hundreds  to 
perish  for  want  of  shelter. 


Tills  Committee,  and  the  Congress,  whose  place  we  fill 
in  their  recess,  are,  we  flatter  ourselves,  as  unanimously 
zealous  in  the  cause  of  America,  as  any  representative  body 
on  the  Continent ;  so  truly  zealous,  that  both  the  one  and 
the  other  will  cheerfully  devote  this  city  to  sacrifice,  for 
advancing  that  great  and  important  cause.  Bui,  to  acquit 
ourselves  in  the  judgment  of  the  Continent,  which,  in  point 
of  publick  aid,  is  deeply  interested  in  the  preservation  of  this 
metropolis,  and  to  our  constituents,  who  expect  our  pru- 
dent care  of  their  lives  and  properties,  we  think  it  our  in- 
dispensable duty  to  inform  you,  that,  though  we  have 
advices  that  General  Washington  has  been  informed  of  the 
arrival  of  a  large  quantity  of  powder  among  us,  we  have 
not  a  sufficiency  to  enable  you  to  act  hosiilely  against  the 
ships-of-war  now  in  port.  Our  whole  quantity  of  publick 
powder  is  less  than  three  tons. 

No  works  are  erected  to  annoy  the  enemy  in  their  pre- 
sent situation.  Should  it  be  practicable,  at  this  juncture, 
to  erect  hasty  works  for  that  purpose,  to  what  shift  are  we 
to  betake  ourselves,  after  our  trifling  supply  of  ammunition 
shall  be  expended  ?  The  commencement  of  hostilities,  for 
which  we  are  now  so  unprepared,  will  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  a  supply,  even  for  our  musketry,  in  the  ensuing 
cam|>aign.  The  strict  guard  against  the  exportation  of 
mmunition  from  the  foreign  ports  in  Europe,  we  have 
great  reason  to  fear,  will  cut  off  all  hopes  of  supply  from 
that  quarter,  as  well  to  us  as  the  Continental  Congress. 
We  have  sent  sundry  adventures  thither,  some  of  which 
have  failed  ;  for  this  reason,  we  are  daily  pushing  adven- 
tures to  the  West-Indies,  with  the  article  of  provisions,  as 
a  necessary  expedient  in  the  present  uncommon  scarcity 
of  bullion.  The  ships-of-war  give  no  interruption  to  our 
vessels  despatched  on  those  adventures,  a  favour  we  can- 
not expect  should  hostilities  begin.  And,  even  should  we 
be  fortunate  enough  to  oblige  the  ships-of-war  to  quit  this 
port,  by  expending  the  little  powder  we  have,  (an  event 
which  our  most  sanguine  hopes  cannot  promise  us,)  the 
attention  of  our  enemies  will  effectually  prevent  our  ex- 
pected importations. 

For  these  reasons,  we  conceive  that  a  just  regard  to  the 
publick  cause,  and  our  duty,  to  take  a  prudent  care  of  this 
city,  dictate  the  impropriety  of  provoking  hostilities  at  pre- 
sent, and  the  necessity  of  saving  appearances  with  the 
ships-of-war  till,  at  least,  the  month  o[  March. 

Though  we  have  been  unfortunate,  in  our  disappoint- 
ments, with  respect  to  some  of  our  adventures,  yet,  be  as- 
sured, sir,  we  have  not  been  idle.  Our  intrenching  tools 
are  almost  completed  to  a  sufficient  number ;  we  are  form- 
ing a  magazine  of  provisions  for  five  thousand  men,  for  a 
month,  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  at  a  convenient  distance 
froiTi  this  city  ;  we  have  provided  ourselves  wilh  six  good 
brass  field-pieces,  and  have  directed  carriages  to  be  made 
for  our  other  artillery,  and  are  raising  a  company  of  Ar- 
tillery for  the  defence  of  the  Colony,  on  the  Continenlal 
establishment.  These  things,  with  other  smaller  matters, 
when  accomplished,  and,  with  the  arrival  of  some  powder, 
the  prospect  of  which  is  not  unpromising,  will  enable  us 
to  face  our  enemies  with  some  countenance. 

We,  therefore,  ardently  wish  to  remain  in  peace,  for  a 
little  time,  and  doubt  not  we  have  assigned  sufficient  rea- 
sons for  avoiding,  at  present,  a  dilemma,  in  which  the  pre- 
sent entrance  of  a  large  body  of  troops  into  this  city,  will, 
almost  certainly,  involve  us.  Should  you  have  such  an 
entrance  in  design,  we  beg,  at  least,  that  the  troops  may 
halt  on  the  western  confines  of  Connecticut ,  till  we  shall 
have  been  honoured,  by  you,  with  such  an  explanation  on 
this  important  subject,  as  you  may  conceive  your  duty  may 
permit  you  to  enter  into  with  us,  the  grounds  of  which,  you 
will  easily  see,  ought  to  be  kept  an  entire  secret,  and  to 
assure  you  that  we  are,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman. 
To  Major-General  Lee. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO   GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  January  22,  1776. 

Sir:  Orders  were  just  given  for  raising  a  regiment  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  go  for  the  help  of  our  friends 
in  Canada,  to  serve  till  the  first  of  November  next,  and 
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sent  an  express  to  your  Excellency,  when  I  received  your 
letter  of  the  16th,  per  Bennett.  VVe  then  proceeded  to 
make  provision  for  the  four  regiments  requested  for  your 
camp. 

The  20th,  at  evening,  yours  of  the  19th  came  to  hand  ; 
whereby  the  number  is  reduced  to  tliree,  which  will  be 
raised  wiih  all  possible  expedition.  But  money  seems 
necessary  to  facilitate  their  march.  Wish  some  provision 
could  be  made  for  it. 

It  is  with  difficulty  we  can  furnish  our  men  with  arms,  and 
depend  that  none  of  them  will  be  detained  when  the  ser- 
vice of  these  three  regiments  is  ended.  No  arms  can  be 
supplied  from  this  Colony  for  the  Continent.  The  old 
gun-barrels  brought  from  Ticondcroga,  are  retarded  for 
want  of  locks ;  there  are  very  few  or  none  to  be  purchas- 
ed, and  the  number  made  here  are  brought  in  but  slowly. 
When  your  hurry  will  permit,  |)Iease  to  send  me  a  return 
of  an  account  of  the  arms  retained  from  this  Colony,  their 
apprizal,  and  the  way  to  obtain  payment,  as  the  owners 
complain  for  want  of  them  or  their  value. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbclx.. 
To  General  Washington. 


JAMES  WILKINSON  TO  GENERAL  SULLIVAN. 

Monday  Evening,  January  22, 1776. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  friendly  proposal  yester- 
day, I  have  waited  on  General  Gates.  He  is  pleased  with 
your  intention,  and  will  readily  afford  me  every  assistance 
in  his  power,  but  thinks  it  necessary  that  you  should  men- 
tion the  affair  to  General  Washington,  who,  he  makes  no 
doubt,  will  assent  to  your  request.  If  I  have  the  honour 
of  being  established  in  your  brigade,  I  shall  particularly 
study  the  execution  of  my  duty,  and  ardently  endeavour  to 
introduce  that  friendly  intercourse  between  the  northern 
and  southern  gentlemen,  which  is  truly  essential  to  our 
common  interests. 

I  beg  an  excuse  for  this  scrawl,  and  am,  very  respect- 
fully, your  much  obliged  and  really  humble  servant, 

James  Wilkinson. 
To  General  Sullivan. 

P.  S.  Lest  this  is  the  only  idle  time  which  I  expect 
to  enjoy  while  1  continue  in  the  Army,  I  apply  it  in  grati- 
fying a  curiosity  1  entertain  of  seeing  Cape- Ann;  for  which 
place  1  purpose  setting  out  early  to-morrow  morning. 

J.  W. 


colonel  HUNTINGTON  TO  GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBDLL. 

Camp  at  Roxbury,  January  22, 1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  General  Or- 
ders, providing  arms,  &.c.  Have  sent  Lieutenant  Hun- 
tington  to  purchase  for  my  regiment.  As  the  time  allowed 
him  by  the  order  is  short,  I  fear  he  will  not  be  able  to  look 
up  many  among  individuals,  from  whence,  I  suppose,  they 
must  come.  If  he  should  be  so  hnppy  as  to  find  a  consi- 
derable number  together,  he  may  accomplish  the  business 
by  the  time.  He  is  directed  to  procure  one  hundred,  which 
I  hope  will  be  sufficient,  with  what  the  soldiers  will  fur- 
nish themselves.  I  have  ordered  him  to  let  you  know  what 
success  he  meets  with,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
for  a  supply  as  you  shall  think  proper  and  necessary. 

We  much  lament  the  death  of  the  brave  General  Mont- 
gomery; hope  it  will  be  rightly  improved  by  the  Army 
there  and  here.  The  impatience  of  the  soldiers,  and  per- 
haps of  the  subordinate  officers,  was  the  immediate  cause 
of  it ;  it  will  teach  us,  (and  there  is  too  much  need  of  the 
lesson,)  not  to  depend  on  an  arm  of  flesh. 

Please  give  my  love  and  duty  to  mother,  son,  brother,  &.c. 

I  am,  most  affectionately,  and  dutifully,  yours, 

Jedediah  Huntington. 
To  the  Honourable  Governour  Trumbull. 


Assembly  had  taken  up  the  matter  of  advance  wages  to 
the  soldiery  destined  for  Canada,  in  the  same  manner  as 
intended  by  the  Massachusetts  Government. 

We  shall  duly  note  your  Excellency's  kind  intention,  of 
refunding  to  this  Colony  the  money  they  advance,  as  soou 
as  the  General  Congress  may  remit  you  a  sufficient  supply; 
and  we  shall  give  the  necessary  directions  that  all  accounts 
respecting  these  matters,  may  be  correctly  kept,  and  pro- 
per vouchers  produced  for  the  same. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  am  your  Ex- 
cellency's humble  servant, 

Meshbch  Weare,  President  of  Council. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MESHECH  WEARE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Exeter,  January  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  just  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
yesterday's  date,  for  answer  to  which,  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
to  the  enclosed  letter,  in  which  it  may  be  observed,  our 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. 

Colony  of  New-Hanipshire,  Exeter,  ) 
January  21,  1776.       \ 

Sir:  Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  19th  current, 
with  the  several  enclosures,  came  to  hand  yesterday  noon, 
bringing  us  the  melancholy  advices  of  the  defeat  of  our 
Army  before  Q^uebcck,  and  the  death  of  the  brave  General 
Montgomery,  with  a  number  of  our  friends  and  fellow-sol- 
diers. A  sad  reverse  this,  indeed,  of  our  affairs  in  Canada, 
which  we  are  extremely  sorry  for,  and  regret. 

Our  Council  and  Assembly  were  just  upon  the  point  of 
adjourning  to  Monday,  when  your  Excellency's  packet  was 
brought  us,  which  determined  us  upon  sitting  again  in  the 
afternoon.  The  subject  of  your  letters  was  immediately 
taken  into  consideration.  The  Assembly  very  readily  and 
cheerfully  agreed  to,  and  resolved  upon,  raising  a  regiment 
in  the  western  frontiers,  as  therein  recommended,  to  march 
directly  into  Canada  for  the  reinforcement  of  our  brethren 
there  ;  the  regiment  to  consist  of  the  number  directed  in  the 
Continental  establishment.  The  command  is  assigned  to 
Colonel  Timothy  Bedel,  who,  having  approved  himself  well 
at  the  siege  of  St.  John's,  is  just  returned  from  Canada, 
and  we  think  will  readily  enter  on  the  duty.  The  other 
Field-Officers  being  residents  near  Connecticut  River,  well 
acquainted  with  the  people  and  country,  we  doubt  not  will 
be  able  soon  to  raise  the  whole  number  of  men.  The  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel,/osepA  Waite,  one  of  our  Assembly,  is  al- 
ready sent,  and  carries  with  him  inlisting  orders  and  money 
for  the  purpose,  the  Assembly  having  voted  to  pay  each 
man  two  months'  wages  in  advance  for  their  encourage- 
ment. Directions  are,  also,  gone  out  for  the  procuring  pro- 
visions, and  other  necessaries  requisite  for  their  march  from 
Connecticut  River  over  to  Onion  River.  We  trust  your 
Excellency  will  give  General  Schuyler  timely  advice,  that 
he  may  forward  what  provisions  may  further  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  troops  at  Onion  River. 

In  our  last  to  your  Excellency,  we  mentioned  our  having 
in  readiness  one  hundred  and  forty  blankets  to  forward  to 
Head-Quarters,  which  w'ere  just  going,  when,  upon  receiving 
these  last  advices,  it  was  thought  absolutely  necessary  to 
stop  them,  that  they  might  be  sent  westward  for  the  use  of 
this  regiment,  as  it  is  impossible  to  provide  any  quantity  of 
blankets  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

We  are  truly  sensible  of  the  expediency  of  a  vigorous 
exertion  to  prevent  the  evils  which  tnay  follow  the  repulse 
of  our  troops  in  Canada,  and  you  may  depend,  sir,  we 
shall  not  fail  to  do  our  utmost  to  forward  this  reinforce- 
ment. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  am,  with  great 
esteem  and  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  Meshech  Weare,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  WAIT  ON  GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

To  the  Honourable  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  and  Jo- 

siAH  Moulton,  Esq.  : 

You  being  appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  on  the  subject  of  his  request- 
ing a  regiment  from  this  Colony,  to  assist  in  guarding  the 
lines  two  months,  you  are,  therefore,  desired  to  proceed 
to  the  camp,  and  inquire  what  number  of  men  are  there 
inlisted,  or  likely  to  engage  in  the  regiment  officered  by 
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General  Sullivan  for  said  purpose  ;  and  if  they  are  not,  and 
cannot  be  mostly  raised  there,  under  the  proposed  officers, 
to  consider  whether  the  officers  appointed  by  tiiis  Court 
will  be  likely  better  to  effect  the  purpose  of  raising  the  re- 
giment. 

Likewise  wait  on  General  Washington,  and  lay  before 
his  Excellency  all  the  letters  received  from  General  Sul- 
livan, on  the  subject,  and  represent  to  him  the  difficulties 
that  have,  and  likely  may  arise  by  General  Sullivan's  doin^ 
things  that  this  Colony  sujjpose  ouglit  to  be  done  by  their 
legislative  authority.  And,  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
advance  a  month's  pay  to  said  regiment,  you  may  engage 
it.  You  are  desired  to  inquire  whether  the  people,  that 
came  in  on  the  Lexington  alarni,  are  likely  to  be  paid  by 
the  Continent.  Also,  in  what  manner  commissions  and 
processes  issue  in  tlie  Massachusetts  Colony. 


5EW-HAHPSMIRE    COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETV  TO  COLONELS 
MOnKY  AND  BELLOWS. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  January  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  desired,  immediately,  to  procure 
on  the  best  terms  the  following  ariirl-s,  for  the  use  of  the 
regiment  now  raising  on  the  frontiers  of  this  Colony,  to 
march  into  Canada  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Timo- 
thy Bedel,  there  to  join  the  Northern  Continental  Army, 
and  to  deliver  to  each  soldier  his  proportion  of  the  same, 
of  the  provisions,  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of  pork,  and 
one  pound  of  bread,  and  half  a  pint  of  peas,  each  day,  for 
their  march  from  Connecticut  River,  through  the  woods  to 
Onion  River,  which  it  is  estimated  will  be  fifteen  days  at 
least ;  and  you  are  to  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  delivery 
of  the  whole : 

Twelve  thousand  pounds  salt  pork,  at  seven  pence  ;  400 
bushels  of  wheat,  to  be  ground  into  flour  ;  500  pair  of  men's 
shoes  ;  50  moose  skins  for  moccasins ;  720  pair  rackets  or 
snow  shoes ;  688  hatchets,  or  tomahawks ;  688  blankets, 
at  fifteen  shillings,  to  be  allowed  each  soldier ;  if  the  blanket 
cost  more,  the  soldier  to  pay  the  overplus,  if  less,  to  be 
made  up  to  him;  120  tin  camp  kettles;  gunpowder; 
musket  balls ;  flints  ;  ground  ginger ;  200  gallons  rum  ; 
200  yards  coarse  cloth,  for  Indian  leggins;  200  yards 
coarse  cloth,  for  shirting ;  200  yards  coarse  cloth,  for  men's 
clothes. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Meshecii  Weare,  Chairman. 

To  Colonel  Morey  and  Colonel  Bellows. 


NCW-HAMPSHIKE  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  COL.  WAITE. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  January  21,  1776. 
To  Joseph  Waite,  Esg.: 

You  being  appointed  Ijieutenant-Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment of  Rangers,  to  be  commanded  by  Timothy  Bedel, 
E^q.,  to  serve  in  the  Northern  Continental  Army,  you  are 
hereby  authorized  and  desired  immediately  to  proceed  on 
the  inlisting  the  said  Regiment ;  the  several  Companies  to 
consist  of  eighty-six  able-bodied,  effective  men,  including 
four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  and  one 
Fifer,  well  accoutred  with  arms  and  blankets,  until  the  1st 
day  o(  January  next,  unless  sooner  dismissed.  And  you 
may  assure  them  they  shall  have  the  same  pay  as  the  other 
Continental  troops. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Meshech  Weaue,  Chairman. 


JONATHAN   COLCORD  S    LICENSE    FOR    CLEARANCE    OF  THE 
SCHOONER  DOLPHIN. 

Colony  of  Now-Hampshirc,  Exeter,  ) 
DL-cembar  27,  1775.       \ 

To  all  Masters  or  Commanders  of  Vessels  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Continental  Colonies,  or  well-wishers 
to  their  cause — Greeting  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  Members  of  the  honourable  Con- 
gress for  said  Colony,  now  sitting  at  Exeter,  aforesaid, 
being  a  Committee  appointed  for  this  purpose,  do  certify, 
that  Jonathan  Colcord,  of  New-Market,  in  the  County  of 
Rockiiighain,  and  Colony  aforesaid,  yeoman,  hath  obtain- 
ed permission  from  the  said  Congress  to  export  to  Pas- 


tamaquoddy  two  four-year  old  steers,  two  heifers,  and  eight 
sheep,  In  a  sciiooner  belonging  to  Messrs.  Clark  and  Wal- 
lace, and  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Congress,  that  said 
Colcord  do  pass  unmolested. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  27th  day  of  December,  1775, 

Wiseman  Claggett, 
Thomas  Task. 

Paasamaquoddy,  January  22,  1776, 

To  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  now  sitting 
at  Exeter,  in  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

These  may  certify,  that  the  within  named  Messrs.  Clark 
and  Wallace,  have  landed  the  cattle  and  sheep  herein 
mentioned  in  the  cocket ;  and  these  may  likewise  certify, 
that  it  is  the  pleasure  of  us,  as  a  Committee,  that  the  said 
vessel  pass  to  Piscataqua  unmolested,  and  desire  all  mas- 
ters of  vessels  in  the  Colonies'  service  to  protect  the  said 
schooner  to  Piscataqua  aforesaid. 

Robekt  Wilson,    )  ,-,        ...        rcr^ 
,  r>  >  Committee  of  Safety. 

James  Cochrane,  )  j      j    ^ 


major-general  UOWE  to  the  earl  OF  DARTMOUTH. 

Boston,  January  23,  1776. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  His  Majesty's  ship.  Centurion,  arrived  the  18th  instant, 
and  that  she  spoke  three  weeks  ago  with  the  Argo,  trans- 
port, having  three  companies  of  the  Forty-Sixth  Regiment 
on  board,  in  good  health  at  that  time. 

Major-General  Clinton  sailed  the  20th,  in  the  morning,  in 
the  Mercury,  frigate,  the  Falcon,  sloop,  being  before  sent 
directly  to  Cape  Fear  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  transports. 
A  copy  of  your  Lordshi|)'s  despatch  of  the  22d  October, 
is  given  as  the  principal  guidance  of  his  conduct,  while 
local  circumstances,  and  good  intelligence,  determine  him  in 
pursuing  the  main  objects  of  his  expedition.  He  has  blank 
commissions  for  his  officers,  in  case  it  should  be  found  at 
any  time  advisable  to  embody  Provincials  for  the  service ; 
and  I  have  sent  commissions  to  three  gentlemen  who  have 
been  long  in  North-Carolina,  to  secure  the  attachment  of 
the  Highlanders  settled  in  that  Colony,  on  a  promise  from 
General  Gage,  that  they  should  have  appointments  in  the 
Second  Battalion  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  to  be 
formed  as  soon  as  the  first  was  known  to  be  completed, 
which  it  has  been  for  some  time,  as  appears  by  collecting 
all  the  returns  received  in  their  dispersed  situation. 

Ill  prosecution  of  General  Gage's  intentions,  1  have  like- 
wise issued  commissions  to  two  Captains  in  this  corps,  who 
have  actually  raised  their  companies  in  Nova-Scotia,  and 
to  two  others  who  have  been  employed  on  the  regiment's 
duty,  and  whose  complement  of  men  appears,  also,  to  be 
raised.  However,  I  shall  proceed  no  further  in  forming 
the  Second  Battalion,  until  more  certain  accounts  of  their 
success  in  recruiting  are  received ;  and  as  1  am  furnished 
with  no  particular  instructions  concerning  this  cor|)s,  I  could 
wish  to  be  honoured  with  His  Majesty's  commands  relative 
thereto. 

Robberies,  and  housebreaking  in  particular,  had  got  to 
such  a  height  in  this  town,  that  some  examples  had  become 
necessary  to  suppress  it.  Two  soldiers,  late  of  the  Fifty- 
Ninth  Regiment  of  Foot,  have  been  tried,  convicted,  and 
sentenced  to  suffer  death,  for  breaking  into  and  robbing 
the  store-houses  of  Messrs.  Nathaniel  and  William  Coffin; 
one  of  them  has  suffered  ;  the  other,  'Jliomas  Owen,  as  a 
young  offender,  and  having  other  circumstances  to  plead  in 
his  favour,  I  have  thought  proper  to  reprieve,  conforming 
to  the  power  expressed  in  my  commission,  as  follows  :  "  We 
giving  you  power  to  reprieve  any  person  under  sentence 
until  our  pleasure  be  known."  And  I  humbly  entreat  your 
I>ordship  to  recommend  the  said  Thomas  Owen  for  His 
Majesty's  Royal  pardon. 

1  am,  &c.,  W.  Howe. 


ADDISON  HURDOCK  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

January  23,  1776. 

Gi:ntlemen  :  I  have  been  honoured  by  the  Convention 
with  the  enclosed  commission,  which  1  now  return  to  you, 
with  a  prayer  to  be  excused  from  accepting  it.  The  pre- 
carious and  declining  stale  of  my  health  renders  me  inca- 
pable of  executing  the  office,  either  with  benefit  to  my 
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country,  or  reputation  to  myself,  and,  therefore,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  refuse  it. 

I  atn,  gentlemen,  with   tiie  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  Addison  Muudock. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis. 


maryland  council  ot"  safetv  to  committee  for  prince 
George's  countit. 

[No.  5.]  Annapolis,  January  23,  177G. 

Gentemen  :  The  late  Convention  having  resolved  that 
the  records  should  be  removed  from  the  city  o(  Annapolis, 
and  directed  llic  Coimcil  of  Safety  to  provide  a  fit  and 
proper  jilace  for  them,  and  we  having  determined  they 
should  be  carried  to  Upper  Marlboroufrh,  if  a  safe  and 
convenient  place  can  be  procured  for  tliein  there,  request 
you  will  exacnine  into  the  stale  and  condition  of  ihe  Court- 
House  of  your  County,  in  which,  if  it  will  answer,  we  had 
rather  the  records  should  be  lodged,  but  if  it  will  not,  of 
any  of  the  vacant  houses  in  the  town,  and  |)rovide  one, 
which  you  may  apj)reliend  best  adapted  to  the  purpose, 
upon  such  reasonable  rent  as  you  may  agree  for. 

We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince  George's 
County. 

MARYLAND  council  or  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CONGRESS. 
[No.  6.]  Annapolis,  January  23,  177C. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Maynnrd,  who  will  deliver  this  to 
you,  is  going  with  letters  to  New-York,  from  the  Govern- 
oor  to  Mr.  Foxcroft.  The  package  covers  three  other 
letters,  which  are  intended  to  go  by  the  packet,  two  of 
them  to  IVilliam  Edtn,  Esq.,  which  the  Governour,  on  his 
honour,  assures  us,  contain  nothing  unfriendly  to  America, 
the  other  to  Ijord  Dartmouth,  which  we  have  seen,  en- 
closing copies  of  the  Instructions  of  the  Convention  to 
their  Deputies  in  Congress,  and,  also,  of  the  Declaration, 
with  his  assurances  to  the  Ministry,  that  he  believes  they 
contain  the  real  sentiments  of  the  jieople  of  this  Province. 

The  Governour  has  taken  this  measure  in  consequence 
of  a  free  conversation  with  Messrs.  Matthew  Tilghman, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Thomas  Stone,  and  James  Holhjday, 
and  ourselves,  on  the  subject.  The  step  caimot  be  pro- 
ductive of  an  ill  effect.  It  may  be  of  the  greatest  service. 
It  may  jjossibly  bring  about  some  overture  to  a  general  re- 
conciliation. Helms  promised  you  shall  have  tlie  perusal 
of  what  he  has  wrote,  when  you  come  to  Marylund.  We 
hitimatethis  to  you  to  prevent  the  letter  being  stopped,  on 
suspicion  of  its  containing  any  information  or  intelligence 
unfriendly  to  America. 

We  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  think  with  us,  that  the 
sooner  it  reaches  England  the  better,  in  the  present  critical 
situation  of  our  affairs,  and  that  you  will  give  Maynard 
the  proper  passports  to  New-  York.     We  are,  Sic. 
To  the  Deputies  of  Maryland,  in  Congress. 

P.  S.  There  are  some  few  other  letters,  which,  from  the 
Governour's  information,  we  believe  are  from  Colonel  Sim 
and  others,  to  Thomas  Eden  fy  Co.,  on  private  business. 


colonel  maxwell  to  president  of  congress. 

Trenton,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  this  by  Captain  John  B.  Scott, 
of  my  regiment,  who  escorts  General  Prescott  and  Cap- 
lain  Chase,  to  your  honourable  House.  I  suppose  the 
Conmiittec  of  this  town  will  write  you,  by  Captain  Scott, 
of  General  PrescotCs  behaviour  here,  therefore  I  shall  omit 
it.  1  find  the  Congress  has  ordered  my  regiment  to  Ca- 
nada immediately.  I  hope  1  shall  always  obey  them 
cheerfully,  but  must  beg  leave  to  mention  to  then),  at  all 
times,  what  the  regiment  wants  to  com|)lete  it ;  and  with  a 
presumption  that  1  have  leave,  1  must  inform  you  it  wants 
a  great  part  of  every  thing  but  men.  We  want,  for  the 
regiment  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  stand  of  artns,  four 
hundred  and  five  bayonets,  and  a  great  many  of  the  arms 
want  repairing ;  we  have  them  at  so  many  smiths  we 
cannot  get  an  exact  return.  They  have  got  their  hats, 
shoes,  and  stockings,  I  believe,  in  general,  but  they  want 
much  warmer  clothing  to  go  into  Canada   than  if  they 


stayed  here.  There  are  a  good  many  cartouch-boxes  and 
cross-belts,  some  haversacks,  and  frocks  here.  Mr.  Eaxv- 
rcy,  I  sup|)osc,  has  the  rest  of  the  articles  making,  in  dif- 
ferent places,  but  still,  I  am  afraid,  not  so  quick  as  I  could 
wish,  possibly  for  want  of  materials.  He  is  gone  to  the 
eastward,  to  pay  off  Lojd  Stirling's  regiment.  I  shall 
send  off  an  express  to-morrow  morning,  to  hurry  him 
here,  and  leave  the  paying  that  regiment  to  his  clerks. 

I  have  sent  to  Burlington,  yesterday,  for  a  return  of  the 
part  of  this  regiment  there ;  when  I  get  it,  I  will  endea- 
vour to  make  you  a  complete  return  of  the  regiment,  with 
their  arms,  &ic. 

I  refer  you  to  Captain  Scott  for  further  particulars;  you 
will  find  him  very  intelligent. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Maxwell,  Colonel. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  in  Philadelphia. 

N.  B.  Articles  necessary,  that  I  have  not  seen  any  of, 
viz  :  Axes,  tomahawks,  camp-kettles,  canteens,  moccasins, 
caps,  &.C.  If  the  powder,  lead,  and  flints,  are  to  be  sent 
to  Lord  Stirling,  this  would  be  a  good  opportunity  by 
Captain  Scott,  with  his  returning  wagons. 


new-jersey  co-mmittee  of  safety  to  president  of 
congress. 

[Read  January  25,  1776. — Referred  to  Committoe  of  Correspondence.] 

Trenton,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir.:  Your  letter  of  the  20th,  covering  resolutions  of 
Congress  and  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Hamer,  I  received, 
and  delivered  Mr.  Uamer  his  letter,  for  which  he  said  he 
was  much  obliged.  I  shall  lay  your  letter  and  the  reso- 
lutions before  our  Provincial  Congress,  which  meets  on 
Tuesday  next,  to  which,  I  dare  say,  they  will  pay  proper 
attention. 

Your  favour  of  the  22d,  we  received  this  morning,  and 
immediately  waited  on  General  Prescott  and  Captain 
Chase ;  on  the  former  a  guard  was  set,  as  we  have  informed 
in  our  letter  of  yesterday.  The  General  said  he  should 
be  glad,  if  it  could  be,  that  his  setting  off  might  be  de- 
ferred until  to-morrow  morning,  to  which  we  readily  con- 
sented. He  and  Captain  Chase  are  coming  in  a  light 
covered  wagon,  guarded  by  a  detachment  of  Captain  Scott, 
by  whom  this  will  be  delivered. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  (for  the  Committee,)  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tucker,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

lieutenant  hamer  (a  prisoner)  to  president  of  con- 
gress. 

Trenton,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  your  favour  of  the  19th 
instant,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  tender  you  my  best  thanks, 
and  to  assure  you  that  1  shall  always  be  ready  to  pay  such 
attention  to  the  future  resolves  of  the  Congress  as  will 
entitle  me  to  receive  their  indulgence  during  this  unhappy 
contest. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  humble  servant, 

Ibbetson  Hamer, 
Lieutenant  Royal  Fusileers. 

RICHARD    UUDDLESTON    (a    I'RISONEr)    TO    PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 
[Read  January  25,  1776. — Referred  to  Committee  of  Corrcspondnnco.J 

Trenton,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  Amongst  all  civilized  nations  at  war  it  has  been  a 
practice  when  a  Surgeon  is  taken  prisoner  to  release  him 
immediately,  as  being  esteemed  a  friend  to  both  sides.  In  a 
sick  or  wounded  soldier  he  never  sees  an  enemy,  but  affords 
him  all  the  relief  in  his  power.  When  the  Surgeons  in  your 
army  before  St.  John's  applied  to  me  on  the  route  here, 
for  some  medicines  they  stood  much  in  need  of  for  their 
sick,  I  gave  them  to  them  with  pleasure,  and  every  assist- 
ance in  my  power  I  readily  afforded  to  the  sick  they  sent 
over  the  Lake  with  us.  This  humanity  called  on  me  to  do, 
as  it  would  on  your  Surgeons  in  like  case.  The  scarcity 
of  Surgeons,  at  present,  in  Canada,  will  make  the  miseries 


815 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  JANUARY,  1776. 


816 


of  this  unhappy  war  doubly  felt,  on  both  sides,  in  that 
country.  I,  therefore,  sir,  beg  you  to  request  permission 
of  the  Congress  for  my  return  to  Quebeck,  if  not  taken, 
and  to  assure  tliem,  that  if  the  fortune  of  war  tlirowa 
any  of  their  sick  or  wounded  men  under  my  care,  they 
shall  be  treated  with  the  greatest  care  and  tenderness. 
Quebeck  is  not  destitute  of  Surgeons.  Mr.  Mabane,  my 
own  mate,  and  some  other  Surgeons  are  there ;  therefore 
it  is  not  for  that  reason  1  apply  for  leave  to  return ;  but 
I  wish  to  see  a  practice  observed  between  England  and 
America  for  mutual  benefit,  which,  as  I  said  before,  is  al- 
ways observed  between  civilized  nations,  and  was,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  last  war  in  Germany.  I  am  certain,  if  any 
Continental  Surgeon  was  taken  prisoner,  he  would  be  im- 
mediately released.  If  Congress  permits  me  to  return,  I 
solemnly  declare  I  have  not,  nor  will  have,  any  view  by 
this  request  of  carrying  any  intelligence,  &c. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 

Rich.  Huddleston,  1th  Ueg't  Foot. 


KEW-JERSET  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  PRESIDENT  OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Rood  January  24,  17"'"  ] 

Trei;!un,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  orders  received  from  the  Congress, 
we  waited  on  the  oflicers,  prisoners  in  this  |)lace,  for  their 
bills,  to  repay  the  money  advanced  for  Mrs.  Stelle's  ac- 
count, to  which  they  returned  the  enclosed  paper,  and  beg 
the  Congress  to  reconsider  the  matter ;  because,  if  they  are 
to  repay  the  bill,  they  would  wish  to  examine  it,  and  their 
discharging  it  would  preclude  the  necessity  of  condemning 
it  as  luxurious  and  extravagant.  Captain  Algee  says,  that 
his  wife  and  family,  and  all  that  he  has,  is  in  (Quebeck. 
The  communication  being  stopped,  disables  him  from  re- 
ceiving cash  from  thence,  and  should  it  be  taken  by  storm 
and  plundered,  as  apprehended,  he  will  not  have  a  shilling 
left  to  support  himself  and  family.  His  age,  and  unexcep- 
tionable behaviour,  plead  strongly  for  the  generous  consi- 
deration of  Congress.  Major  iti^auMV/e,  it  is  apprehended, 
is  in  similar  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Hamer  agrees  to 
draw  for  his  proportion  of  Mrs.  Stelle's  accoimt. 

Since  our  last.  Colonel  Wynkoop  has  brought  to  this 
town  General  Prescott,  who  absolutely  refuses  to  give  his 
parole ;  we  have,  therefore,  confined  him  to  his  room,  and 
Colonel  Maxwell  very  cheerfully  furnishes  a  guard  till  fur- 
ther directions  from  Congress,  which  we  hope  will  be  des- 
patched with  all  convenient  speed.  The  other  gentlemen 
of  his  suite  very  readily  complied  with  the  requisition. 

The  Committee  having  information  that  Dr.  William 
Bryant,  of  this  place,  a  Surgeon  on  half-pay,  was  likely  to 
join  the  Army,  agreeable  to  orders,  at  Boston,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  take  his  parole,  which  is  also  enclosed  ;  his 
limits  are  extended  because  he  practises  sometimes  about 
Princeton,  and  has  business  to  transact  in  Philadelphia. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  very  humble  ser- 

''  Samuel  Tucker,  Chairman, 

Isaac  Smith, 
Abraham  Hunt. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Your  favour  of  yesterday  we  this  moment  re- 
ceived, to  which  we  shall  pay  due  attention,  and  carry  the 
directions  into  execution. 

Samuel.  Tucker,  Chairman. 

I  do  give  my  parole  of  honour  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, that  I  will  not  go  farther  than  twelve  miles  from  my 
present  place  of  residence,  except  to  Philadelphia,  with- 
out leave  of  the  Congress. 

Witness  my  hand,  this  22d  day  of  January,  1776. 

William  Bryant. 
Taken  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Trenton. 

Samuel  Tucker,  Chairman. 


TRENTON  COMMITTEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Referred  to  Mr.  Lynch.] 

Trenton,  January  24,  177G. 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  General  Schuyler's  orders  to  Cap- 
tain Hulbert,  delivered  to  our  Committee  by  the  officers 


confined  in  this  town,  with  their  observations,  which  I 
have  neglected  to  send  as  was  intended  in  a  former  letter, 
which  happened  by  forgetfulness. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

*"^^"''  Samuel  Tucker. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

general  SCHUYLER  TO  CAPTAIN  HULBERT. 

Ticondcroga,  Novembor  1,  1775. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  that  were 
made  prisoners  at  Chambly.  You  will  be  particularly  atten- 
tive that  no  person,  who  may  have  forgotten  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  the  principles  of  Englishmen,  offer  the  least 
insult  to  any  of  the  gentlemen,  their  soldiers,  their  wives, 
or  children. 

Your  good  sense,  and  your  own  feelings,  will  point  out 
to  you,  that  officers  are  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  at- 
tention and  politeness.  It  is  sufficient  barely  to  mention 
this  to  a  gentleman  of  your  character ;  they  are  in  all  places 
to  be  entertained  at  the  publick  expense,  for  which  you  will 
pay  ;  and  I  therefore  enclose  you  a  warrant  on  the  Pay- 
master-General ;  you  will  keep  accounts  of  your  disburse- 
ments and  transmit  them  to  me  as  early  as  possible.  The 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  prisoners  as  well  as 
your  men,  will  be  supplied  with  provisions  at  Albany,  to 
carry  them  to  Connecticut,  for  which  you  will  apply  to  the 
Commissary-General,  who  I  have  ordered  to  provide  sloops 
to  carry  them  down  to  Mr.  Hoffman's  wharf,  from  whence 
the  travel  to  Connecticut  will  be  short  and  commodious ; 
you  will  send  both  the  subalterns,  with  the  privates,  and 
all  your  party,  except  ten.  At  Canaan,  you  will  meet  with 
Governour  Trumbull's  directions  for  their  future  route.  You 
will  give  fifty  pounds  to  the  eldest  subaltern,  for  such  ex- 
penses as  may  neces.<arily  incur,  (which  cannot  be  many,) 
as  I  have  ordered  the  Commissary-General  to  provide  the 
sloops  and  carriages,  who  will  pay  for  them ;  you  will  give 
a  copy  of  these  orders  to  the  eldest  subaltern  ;  you  will  also 
furnish  the  Commissary-General  with  a  copy  of  this,  who 
will  find  lodgings  for  the  officers,  and  Monsieur  Rigmtville. 
I  have  wrote  to  him  respecting  their  entertainment  at  Al- 
bany, of  which  he  will  take  care,  and  all  expenses  incurred 
there  he  will  discharge  ;  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  are  to  be  in  the  barracks  during  their  stay  at  Al- 
bany. 

The  Commissary-General  will  procure  a  sloop,  and  every 
thing  necessary  for  the  passage,  on  board  of  which  you  and 
that  part  of  your  party  that  is  to  accompany  you,  are  to 
embark,  as  also  the  Honourable  Major  Stopford,  Mr.  Ha- 
rison,  Mr.  Shuttlcworth,  Mr.  Hamer,  Mr.  Huddleston,  and 
Monsieur  lligauville.  You  will  then  proceed  by  water, 
to  Haverstrau!  Landing,  where  you  will  disembark,  and  pro- 
cure carriages  to  carry  you  to  Newark,  where  it  is  possi- 
ble you  may  fall  in  with  the  stage  coach,  to  carry  you  and 
the  officers  to  Trenton,  their  servants'  baggage  and  your 
party  following  them  in  wagons ;  on  your  arrival  at  Tren- 
ton you  are  to  provide  good  lodgings,  and  see  that  the  gen- 
tlemen are  properly  entertained ;  and  then  you  are  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia,  and  report  to  Congress  what  you 
have  done  in  obedience  to  these  orders,  and  take  theirs  for 
your  future  conduct. 

Captain  Godwin  and  Mr.  M'CuUock  have  requested  to 
remain  here  until  the  fate  of  St.  John's  is  determined,  which 
I  have  consented  to,  as  the  former  gentleman  has  his  lady 
and  family  in  Canada,  and  the  latter,  a  widower,  has  two 
small  children  there. 

The  Honourable  Major  Stopford  having  requested,  that 
if  he  should  determine  at  Albany,  to  take  the  band  of  mu- 
sick  with  him,  as  also  his  sutler,  that  he  might  be  permit- 
ted, and  to  which  I  readily  consented,  you  will  accordingly 
comply  with  the  requisition,  should  he  make  it. 

Mr.  Algee  has  my  leave  to  go  to  New-  York  on  his  pa- 
role of  honour,  and  to  remain  there  fourteen  days,  then  to 
repair  to  Trenton. 

Mr.  Barrington  being  indisposed  remains  at  Saratoga. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Captain  Hulbert. 

In  consequence  of  the  Resolves  of  Congress,  of  January 
12, 1776,  the  Officers  of  the  Garrison  of  Chambly,  now  pri- 
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soners  at  Trenion,he^  leave  to  send  in  General  Schuyler's 
orders,  and  Captain  Hulbert's  proceedings  in  consequence 
of  them. 

Tlie  officers  were  placed  by  Captain  Hulbcrl  at  a  tavern  ; 
that  he  afterwards  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  reported  to 
Congress  wiiat  he  had  done ;  on  his  return  to  Trenton,  he 
told  the  women  of  the  house,  and  likewise  some  gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  that  we  were  to  live  at  the 
Continent's  expense,  agreeable  to  the  orders  he  received 
from  General  Schui/ler,  till  she,  or  they,  heard  from  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary,  and  that  they  were  so  busy  at  that 
time  tiiat  nothing  could  be  settled,  but  would  be  soon. 

The  officers  imagine,  that  the  bill  already  delivered  in 
by  Mrs.  Sttllc,  and  their  lodgings,  that  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Congress  do  not  mean  the  officers  should  pay,  as  they  were 
placed  there  by  Captain  HMert,  by  General  Schuyler's 
instruction,  and  confirmed  by  him,  on  his  return  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  several  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Return  of  Clothing,  Necessaries,  &fC.,  that  was  lost,  be- 
longing to  the  Prisoners  of  His  Majesty's  Seventh  lit- 
giment  of  Royal  Fusileers,  at  Tkenton. 


MEN'S  NAMES. 


Sergeant-Majfir  Wood, . 

Sergeant  N.  Tuylor, 

John  Miller, 

Olive  Whiltlo, 

Williiim  Blakeny, 

Han.  Shatford, 

Thomas  Shlers, 

James  Wood, 

James  White, 

William  Hedrick 

John  Frazer, 

Nathaniel  Wood 

Edward  Nankivel, 

John  Smith,  Sr 

Thomas  Houghton 

Stephen  Cochin 

John  Smith,  Jun 

Joseph  Kdwiirds, 

William  Serjant, 


Total, 


Clothing  and  Necessaries  Lost. 


12 


1826 


IG 


30  33 


Value. 


8.   d. 

12  0 
19  0 

3  6 

13  0 

17  n 

2  6 
19 

6 

2 
15 
17 

5 
13 
15 
15 
15 
18 
18 
10 


428  19  3 


Safety  as  soon  as  I  could  wish.  I  have,  for  several  yars 
past,  been  afflicied  with  a  scorbulick  complaint  on  my 
hands  and  legs,  wiiich  is  very  troublesome  to  me  in  cold 
weather,  and  has  been  so  bad  for  these  two  weeks  past, 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  put  on  my  clothes  without  help. 
Neither  can  I  travel  in  cold  weather  without,  in  some  de- 
gree, endangering  my  life.  I  am  really  sorry  1  catmot  at- 
tend for  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  As  soon  as  the  health 
of  my  family  and  self  will  permit  my  leaving  home,  I  shall 
give  my  attendance  in  Committee. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

John  luLAy. 

JOHN  GRAHAM  TO  COLONEL  M'DOUGAIX. 

Guard.Room,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  flatter  myself  you  will  pardon  ibis  intrusion,  but 
hope  my  present  unhappy  situation  will  be  a  sufficient 
apology. 

I  was,  unfortunately,  cast  away  on  the  23d  oi  December 
last,  on  Squan-Beack,  in  the  sloop  Polly  and  Nancy, 
which  vessel  was  laden  by  his  Excellency  Governour  Try- 
on,  for  Boston,  with  sundry  articles  as  a  present  to  Gen- 
eral Howe,  and  immediately  was  taken  prisoner,  by  order 
of  the  Committee  of  Freehold,  in  Monmouth  County.  As 
I  only  went  passenger,  by  permission  of  his  Excellency, 
in  order  to  get  my  son  home  to  New-  York,  think  it  is 
cruel ;  my  state  of  healih,at  present,  is  such,  that  if  1  have 
not  my  enlargement  soon,  I  must  inevitably  perish. 

I  now  presume  to  beg  you  will  be  kind  enough  lo  pro- 
cure me  at  least  a  hearing;  your  compliance  will  be  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Grahah. 
To  Colonel  McDougall. 


N.  B.  The  above  necessaries  were  valued  by  the  Ser- 
geants.    There  is,  likewise,  a  whole  year's  clothing  lost. 

J.  Stopford,  Major. 


JOHN  BLACKLER  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETT. 

Guard-House,  January  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  My  long  confinement  obliges  me  to  be" 
you  will  let  me  know  my  doom.  If  I  have  done  any  thing 
deserving  of  punishment,  let  me  suffer.  I  have  now  been 
deprived  of  liberty  forty-three  days.  I  was  ingenuous  in 
my  confession,  which  is  strictly  true.  Every  gentleman 
must  think  it  hard  to  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  enjoy- 
ing a  sufficient  competency  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
This  is  truly  my  situation,  was  I  but  in  England.  As  to 
my  character  here,  I  hope  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  malice 
to  traduce.  Necessity  has  obliged  me  to  take  the  method 
I  did,  without  a  thought  of  depriving  any  individual  of  the 
city,  of  a  farthing.  I  never  received  a  remittance  from 
home,  but  first  I  discharged  my  debts,  which,  I  believe,  my 
very  enemies  will  say.  My  behaviour,  since  under  con- 
finement, can  be  attested  for  by  the  whole  barracks. 

As  most  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  Committee,  when  [ 
was  first  brought  down,  knew  me  at  the  time  I  lived  with 
Mr.  John  Amul,  and  his  own   recommendation  found 


ROBERT  OGDEN  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

January  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Yours  of  yesterday,  directed  to  the  Earl     my  pocket-book,  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  proof  of  my 
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of  Stirling,  came  express  five  o'clock  ;  and  as  my  Lord 
was  set  off  in  the  morning,  with  a  party  of  men,  as  sup- 
posed, in  order  to  take  the  vessel,  and  went  by  the  way  of 
Perth-Amboy,  the  Committee  immediately  met,  and  con- 
cluded to  send  three  boats,  with  a  hundred  men,  well  arm- 
ed, to  assist  in  taking  said  vessel.  This  resolutfon,  with 
the  letter  from  your  Committee,  we  sent  express  at  seven 
o'clock,  to  my  Lord,  and  the  one  hundred  men,  well 
equipped,  set  off  in  the  boats  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
hope,  on  their  return,  will  be  able  to  give  a  good  account 
of  the  vessel. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Robert  Ogden,  Chairman. 
To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 


behaviour  since  my  residence  here. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Blackler. 


JOHN  I5ILAY  TO  NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE  OP  SAFETY. 

New-Brunswick,  NewJersey,  Jatiuarv  23,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  21st,  I  received  last  night, 
and  for  answer,  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  1  cannot,  with 
any  propriety,  leave  home  at  this  time;  my  wife  beiu" 
very  unwell,  and  has  been  so  for  several  days.  Neither 
do  I  see  any  prospect  of  my  attending  the  Cominiltee  of 

Fourth  Scries. — Vol.  iv.  52 


GENERAL   SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Albany,  January  23,  1776. 

Sir:  On  the  evening  of  the  21st  I  returned  from  Tryon 
County.  The  following  is  a  narrative  of  that  little  excur- 
sion : 

As  1  had  no  troops  here,  to  carry  into  execution  the  re- 
solutions of  Congress,  1  was  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
municating to  the  sub-Committee  of  this  County,  which  I 
did,  having  previously  administered  an  oath  of  secrecy. 
Whilst  the  Committee  were  devising  the  means  to  collect 
a  body  of  men  for  this  service,  and  much  puzzled  what 
reasons  to  give  for  doing  it,  the  letter  and  affidavit  from 
Tryon  County  (copies  of  which  I  had  ihe  honour  to  trans- 
mit you  by  my  last  express)  came  to  liand,  and  the  ac- 
counts contained  in  them  were  made  the  ostensible  reasons 
for  raising  the  Militia. 

Although  1  thought  two  or  three  hundred  men,  with  the 
2V^on  County  Whigs,  sufficient  to  complete  my  business, 
yet  I  readily  consented  that  seven  hundred  should  be  called 
upon,  at  once,  to  discourage  the  Tories  in  other  parts  of 
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d  to  irive  confidence  to  the  Whigs,  in  all  returned  [torn  Albany,  that  those  preparations  were  actiial- 

nirrts""buV,  such  was''ll.e  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  people,  ly  making   and  that  troops  were  actually  marching  .n  the 

Ct   althou  -h  the  weather  was  cold  in  the  extreme,  it  was  country.     We  then,  brothers,  look  the  matter  mto  cons,. 

mp ossible  t'o  prevent  their  coming  up,  which  they  did  in  deration   and  delernuned  ,t  was  best  for  a   party  to  meet 


Indians  met  us,  and  delivered  me  the  following  speech,  m  last   Summer,  as  we   then  enya^.d  to  open  the   path  of 

a  very  haughty  tone :  P^ace,  and  to  keep  ,t  imdefiled  from   blood  ;  at  the  same 

;.,    .         ,  J       ,                  J          ,      Aii,„„„  :„  nrrlpr  ti^e,  somethmg  of  a  different  nature  made  its  appearance. 

"  We  intended  to  have  gone  down  to  Albany,  ,n  order  y^^'^^^^^^j  „°  ^,,„^\         ,,,3,  jf  a„y  ^.-ere  found   in  our 

to  speak  to  you,  but,  thank  «orf,  that  He  has  given, .s  an  ^  -  j,,,^^^,,^^,,    i,,.,,,,-,,^,   ,„  „,^  ,,„/     ^,  ^.^^^y  consider 

opportunity  to  meet  you  here,  as  we  have  some  matters  to  ^^^^b^  ^^  ^^^^^.^^      ^,|^^  ^.^  ^,^^.^^^  ^^^^  supposed  that 


the  son  of  Sir  William  was  pointed  at,  by  that  expression. 
We  then  desired,  particularly,  that  he  might  not  be  injured, 
as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  injure  the  cause,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  might  not  be  molested.  The  Six  Nations 
then  said  they  would  not  concern  themselves  with  your 
operation,  in  other  parts,  but  particularly  desired  that  this 


communicate  to  you 

To  which  I  gave  the  following  Answer: 
"  I  am  very  glad  to  see  you  heie,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  what  the  brothers  have  to  say,  as  my  ears  are  always 
open  to  them." 

Whereupon,  Abraham  proceeded  as  follows: 

"  Brothers :  You  lately  sent  to  our  place  four  men,  who  path  might  be  free  from  blood 
arrived  to  us  last  Sunday  morning.  They  told  us  they  "And  now,  brothers,  we  repeat  it  again,  we  beg  of  you 
were  sent  up  to  us  by  you,  to  inform  us  of  those  military  to  take  good  care,  and  not  to  spill  any  blood  in  this  path , 
preparations  which  were  making  down  in  this  quarter.  By  and  the  n.ore  especially,  brothers,  as  it  .s  as  but  ol  th|S 
them,  you  let  us  know  that  you  thought  it  not  prudent  to  day  that  the  Six  Nations  had  so  agreeable  an  interview 
send  aLed  men  amongst  us,  without  previously  notifying  with  the  Colomes;  and  our  Chiefs  are  now  hunting  in  he 
Likewise,  brothers,  your  messengers  informed  us  of  woods,  and  not  dreaming  that  there  ,s  any  prospect  that 
-      ■  •  this  path  is,  or  will  be,  defiled  with  blood. 

"  We  informed  you,  brothers,  that  we  had  heard,  of  a 
woman,  that  you  was  advancing,  and  that  you  had  cannon; 
we  then  took  it  into  consideration ;  we  thought  it  strange, 
that  cannon  should  be  brought  into  the  country,  as  the 
Twelve  United  Colonies  had  so  lately  opened  the  path  of 


us 


the  reasons  of  your  coming  in  this  manner 

"  You  informed  us,  that  you  had  heard  that  there  were 
a  number  of  men  embodied  at  Sir  John's,  about  Johnstown. 
You  told  us,  likewise,  that  as  soon  as  they  had  completed 
their  body,  they  intended  to  destroy  the  settlements,  up 

and   down   the   river.     You   informed  us,  that  you  were  ,  ■        ,  ,  i    . 

na  up  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  report,  and  who     peace  ;  as,  yon  will  remember  that  this  path  was  opened  last 
;s°thHt  "ave  out  commissions,  and  what  were  their     Spring,  and  the  Six  Nations  agreed  to  keep  it  open.    We 

then  thought,  what  could   influence   the    Iwelve  United 
Colonies  to  open  this  path  ?     And,  from  the  present  ap- 


comi 
it  was 
designs. 

"At  the  same  time,  you  assured  us  that  no  harm  was  in- 
tended against  us,  the  Six  Nations,  as  we  had,  last  Summer, 
publickly  engaged  that  we  would  take  no  part  against  you 
in  your  dispute  with  the  great  King  over  the  great  water. 

"  Brothers,  you  told  us  that  you  would  come  to  search 
into  the  truth  of  the  report,  and  you  assured  us,  also,  that 
you  would  not  be  the  6rst  aggressor,  and  that  it  should  be 
their  own  fault  if  any  blood  was  spilt. 

"  You  told  us  that  you  would  acquaint  the  Lower  Cas- 
tle first,  of  the  design  ;  that  they  sliould  send  up  to  the 
Upper  Castle;  and  they  to  the  Oneida;  and  they  to  the 
Onondaga;  and,  so,  through  the  whole  Six  Nations. 

"  Brothers,  we  thanked  your  messengers  for  the  speech 
delivered  to  us,  and  we  would  consider  of  it  for  some  time, 
to  return  them  an  answer.  Accordingly,  brothers,  a  small 
number  of  us,  who  lake  care  of  the  news,  met  in  council  on 
this  occasion 


pearance,  it  is  as  if  with  a  design  that  the  cannon  should 
pass  free  from  all  obstruction. 

"  Brothers,  attend !  It  was  your  request,  and  a  matter 
agreed  upon  by  the  Twelve  United  Colonies,  that  we 
should  mind  nothing  but  peace ;  therefore,  brothers,  as  we 
mean  to  observe  that  agreement,  we  have  expressed  our- 
selves as  above,  and,  as  brothers,  we  mind  nothing  but 
peace ;  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  mediators  between  the 
two  parties. 

"  Therefore,  brothers,  as  your  messengers  declared  that 
you  would  not  be  the  aggressors,  we  informed  Sir  John  of 
this,  and  earnestly  begged  of  him  not  to  be  the  aggressor, 
or  the  means  of  shedding  blood,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as- 


sured him,  that  if  we  found  he  should  be  the  aggressor,  we 

would  not  pay  any  further  attention  to  him  ;  and,  likewise, 

told  them,  that  if  our  brothers  of  the  United  Colonies  were 

'  We  thanked  your  messengers  for  informing  us  first,  of     the  aggressors,  we  should  treat  ihem  in  the  same  manner. 

designs.     We  said,  we  know  the  agreement  which         "This  is  what  we  told  Sir  Jo/m,  as  we  look  upon  ourselves 

—  """'"         to  be  mediators  between  both  parties,  and,  as  we  have  said 

before,  desired  him  not  to  be  the  aggressor.  To  which  Sir 
John  replied,  that  we  knew  his  disposition  very  well,  and 
that  he  had  no  mind  to  be  the  aggressor.  He  assured  us 
that  he  would  not  be  the  aggressor,  but,  if  the  people  came 
up  to  take  away  his  life,  he  would  do  as  well  as  he  could, 
as  the  law  of  Nature  justified  every  person  to  stand  in  his 
own  defence. 

"According  to  the  news  we  have  heard,  ii  is  as  though 
Sir  John  would  shut  up  the  path  of  peace  in  that  quarter; 
but  that  is  impossible  he  should  do  it,  as  he  has  but  a  mere 
handful  of  friends.  But,  brothers,  if  this  company,  who  are 
now  passing  by,  should  go  up,  and  any  thing  bad  should 
happen,  we  shall  look  on  you  as  shutting  up  the  path. 

"  It  has  been  represented  to  you,  brothers,  that  it  seems 
that  Sir  John  is  making  military  preparations,  and  that  he 
is  making  a  fort  round  his  house ;  but,  brothers,  as  we  live 
so  near  him,  we  should  certainly  know  it,  if  any  thing  of 
that  nature  should  be  done,  especially,  as  we  go  there  so 
frequently,  on  account  of  our  father,  the  Minister,  who, 
sometimes,  performs  divine  service  at  that  place.  We  have 
never  seen  any  hostile  preparations  made  there ;  there  is 
no  cannon,  nor  any  thing  of  that  kind,  and  that  all  things 
remained  in  the  same  situation  it  was  in  the  lifetime  of  Sir 
fVilliam. 


your   „  -    . 

was  entered  into  with  the  whole  Twelve  United  Colonies. 
At  that  meeting,  you  remember,  it  was  agreed  to  remove 
all  obstacles  out  of  the  way  of  the  path  of  peace,  to  keep  it 
open,  that  we  might  pass  and  repass,  without  being  an- 
noyed. ... 

"  Brothers,  you  told  us  that  you  came  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  report,  which  might  be  done  by  four,  or  six, 
without  any  danger  in  making  the  inquiry. 

"  We  proposed  your  sending  up  six  persons,  to  inquire 
into  the  truth  of  this  matter,  as  it  would  be  a  shame  to  in- 
terrupt them,  as  no  person  would  be  so  mean  to  give  them 
any  obstruction. 

"  As  for  sending  your  belt  forward,  we  thought  to  retain 
it  until  we  had  heard  whether  our  proposal  had  been  accept- 
ed or  no.  And  we  desire  that  you  would  consider  this 
matter,  and  keep  your  troops  at  home,  and  let  us  know 
your  mind  ;  and  if,  after  considering  of  our  proposals,  you 
do  not  agree  to  them,  that  you  will  then  let  us  know  what 
you  intend  to  do. 

"They,  likewise,  sent  word  to  you,  that  when  they  had 
heard  from  you  whether  you  accepted  of  our  proposals, 
that  we  would  then  do  as  you  desire,  in  sending  up  the 
news. 

"  Brothers,  we  expected  an  answer  to  our  proposals,  but 
none  arrived,  until  we  were  informed,  by  a  woman,  who 
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"  Brothers,  we  would  not  conceal  any  tiling  from  you  ; 
it  would  not  be  right  to  use  deceit,  neither  do  we  mean  to 
do  it ;  the  minds  of  our  counsellors  are  very  much  grieved, 
and  aggrieved,  at  that  part  of  thedis|)osition  of  those  whom 
we  may  call  our  warriors,  as  there  are  some  among  us  of 
different  minds,  as  there  are  among  you. 

Brothers,  our  counsellors  remembering  the  covenant 
we,  last  Summer,  made  with  our  brethren,  the  Twelve  Co- 
lonies, have,  all  along,  strongly  urged  our  warriors  to  peace, 
and  have  checked  them  when  a  contrary  disposition  ap- 
peared. Our  minds  are  very  much  grieved  to  find  any  of 
our  warriors  of  a  different  sentiment.  We  have,  hitherto, 
been  able  to  restrain  them,  and  hope  still  to  he  able  to  do 
it,  for  matters  are  not  now  carried  to  extremity;  but,  if 
they  are,  our  warriors  will  not  be  restrained,  because  they 
will  think  themselves  deceived  if  this  military  force  comes 
into  the  country. 

"  We  have  declared  to  you,  brothers,  that  we  would 
not  deceive,  and  that  we  mean  to  declare  our  minds  to 
you  openly  and  freely.  We,  the  Sachems,  have  all  along 
inculcated  to  the  warriors  sentiments  of  peace,  and  they 
have  hitherto  been  obedient  to  us,  though  there  have  been 
frequent  rumours  that  they  should  be  disturbed,  yet  we 
have,  hitherto,  been  able  to  calm  their  minds.  But  now, 
brothers,  so  large  a  party  coming  alarms  the  minds  of  our 
warriors. 

"  They  are  determined,  brothers,  to  go  and  be  present  at 
your  interview  with  St.  John,  and  determined  to  see  and 
hear  every  thing  that  should  be  there  transacted ;  and  if 
it  shall  then  appear,  that  this  party  shall  push  matters  to 
extremes,  we  then  cannot  be  accountable  for  any  thing  that 
may  happen.  But,  as  for  us,  brothers,  the  counsellors  are 
fully  determineil  ever  to  persevere  in  the  path  of  peace. 

"  Brothers,  attend !  Though  I  have  finished  what  I  had 
purposed  so  say,  yet  I  will  add  one  thing  more.  When 
the  news  of  your  approach  arrived  at  our  town,  it  caused 
great  confusion  ;  some  were  ready  to  take  to  their  arms,  ob- 
serving, that  those  reports  respecting  the  unfriendly  disposi- 
tion of  the  Colonies  were  now  verified.  I  begged  of  them, 
brothers,  to  possess  their  minds  in  peace  for  a  few  days.  I 
told  them,  that  F,  myself,  would  go  to  Abany  and  inquire 
into  the  truth  of  the  matter.  I  was  so  conscious  of  my  own 
innocency,  that  no  hostile  appearance  could  deter  me  how- 
ever formidable.  I  therefore  desired  them  to  sit  still,  until 
my  return  home,  which  might  be  in  two  days  if  I  went  to 
Albany.  This,  brothers,  is  the  present  situation  of  our 
people ;  they  are  wailing  to  see  what  news  I  bring. 

"  Brothers,  when  1  made  this  request  to  the  warriors,  that 
they  should  sit  still  till  my  return,  they  told  me  that  they 
would,  which  they  are  now  in  expectation  of,  and  will  do 
nothing  until  I  get  back.  But,  brothers,  after  my  return, 
I  will  repeat  to  them  the  speech  you  will  now  make  to  me, 
and  if  any  of  our  people  should  still  persist  to  be  present 
at  your  interview  with  Sir  John,  we  hope,  brethren,  you 
will  not  think  hard  of  us  as  counsellors,  as  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  rule  them  as  we  please.  If  they  should  go,  and  if 
any  thing  evil  should  happen,  we  beg  to  know,  brothers,  what 
treatment  we  may  expect  who  remain  at  home  in  peace. 

"Brothers,  this  is  all  we  have  to  say  ;  this  is  the  busi- 
ness which  has  brought  us  down,  and  we  now  expect  an 
answer,  to  carry  home  to  our  people." 

To  which  I  delivered  the  following  Answer,  which  it  was 
easy  to  be  perceived,  had  the  desired  effect : 

"  Brothers  of  the  Mohawk  Nation:  We  the  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  the  Congress,  and  by  your  brothers 
of  Albany  and  Schenectady,  have  paid  great  attention  to 
the  speech  you  have  delivered  to  us;  we  now  desire  you 
to  open  your  ears,  and  attentively  listen  to  what  we  have 
to  say  in  answer. 

"  Brothers,  it  pleased  us  to  hear  you  declare,  that  you 
would  speak  your  minds  freely;  we  assure  you  that  we  shall 
do  the  same,  and  hide  nothing  from  you  of  what  is  in  our 
thoui;hls. 

"  Brothers,  we  were  in  hopes  that  the  message  which 
we  sent  you  by  Mr.  Bkecker  would  have  eased  your  minds, 
and  have  convinced  you,  that  we  had  no  hostile  intentions 
against  you  or  any  other  Indians,  for  if  we  had,  we  would 
not  have  sent  you  that  message,  neither  would  we  have 
supplied  you  with  powder,  as  we  did  last  Summer,  and 
again  the  other  day. 


"  Brothers,  we  are  extremely  sorry  that  you  have  not 
complied  with  our  request,  to  send  the  speech  which  we 
sent  you  by  Mr.  Bkecker  to  the  Six  Nations,  in  the  man- 
ner which  we  required. 

"  Brothers,  you  told  us  that  five  or  six  men  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  have  gone  to  Johnstown,  and  to  have  in- 
quired what  was  transacting  there,  and  that  these  people 
would  have  been  in  no  danj^cr,  as  it  would  have  been  a  shame 
to  have  interrupted  them.  We  acknowledge,  brothers,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  shame  if  we  had  sent  them,  and  they 
had  been  interrupted  ;  but  we  have  full  proofs  that  many 
people  in  Johnstown,  and  the  neighbourhood  thereof,  have, 
for  a  considerable  time  past,  made  preparations  to  carry 
into  execution  the  wicked  designs  of  the  King's  evil  coun- 
sellors. 

"  Brothers,  it  is  very  true,  that  last  Summer  the  United 
Colonies  promised  that  the  path  to  the  Indian  country 
should  be  kept  open.  They  again  repeat  that  promise; 
and  although  it  is  by  the  special  order  of  the  Congress, 
that  this  body  of  trooj)s  are  now  marching  up,  yet  it  is  not  to 
shut  the  path,  but  to  keep  it  open,  and  to  prevent  the  peo- 
ple in  and  about  Johnsloicn  from  cutting  off  the  commu- 
nication between  us  and  our  brethren  of  the  Six  Nations, 
and  our  other  brethren  living  upon  the  river. 

"  Brothers,  although  we  have  before  observed,  that  the 
people  living  in  and  about  Johnstown  are  making  hostile 
preparations  against  us,  yet  we  will  not  shed  a  drop  of  their 
blood,  unless  they  refuse  to  come  to  an  agreement,  by  which 
we  may  be  safe,  or  unless  they  oppose  us  with  arms.  We 
do  not  mean  that  any  of  our  warriors  should  set  their  foot 
on  any  of  the  lands  you  possess,  or  that  of  the  Six  Nations, 
unless  our  enemies  should  take  shelter  there,  for  those  we 
are  resolved  to  follow  wherever  they  go.  We  again  repeat, 
that  we  have  no  quarrel  with  you,  and  we  do  expect  that 
you  will  not  interfere  in  this  family  contest,  but  stand  by 
as  indifferent  spectators,  agreeable  to  the  engagement  of 
the  Six  Nations  made  to  us  last  Summer  at  their  own  re- 
quest. 

"  Brothers,  we  assured  you  last  Summer,  that,  as  we  had 
no  quarrel  with  any  Indians,  we  would  not  touch  a  hair  of 
their  heads ;  yet  when  our  warriors  were  at  St.  John's  they 
were  attacked  by  Indians ;  two  of  your  tribe,  and  some 
others,  were  killed.  You  have  never  blamed  us  for  it,  be- 
cause you  well  know  that  as  our  lives  are  dear  to  us,  we  had 
a  right  to  kill  any  man  who  attempts  to  kill  us ;  you  ought, 
therefore,  not  to  be  surprised,  if  we  take  every  precaution 
to  prevent  being  destroyed  by  the  friends  of  the  King's 
evil  counsellors. 

"  Brothers,  in  a  little  time  we  may  be  called  upon  to  go 
and  fight  against  our  enemies  to  the  Eastward,  who  are 
employed  by  the  King's  evil  counsellors,  and  can  you  think 
it  prudent  that  we  should  leave  a  set  of  people  who  are  our 
enemies,  in  any  part  of  the  country,  in  such  a  situation  as 
to  be  able  to  destroy  our  wives  and  children,  and  burn  our 
houses  in  our  absence  ?  Would  you  leave  your  wives  and 
children  in  such  a  situation?  The  wisdom  by  which  you 
have  conducted  your  affairs,  convinces  us  that  you  would 
not ;  and  yet  so  cautious  are  we  that  no  blood  may  be  shed, 
that  we  shall  send  a  letter  to  S\t  John,  inviting  him  to  meet 
us  on  the  road,  between  this  place  and  his  house,  which  if 
he  does,  we  make  no  doubt  but  every  thing  will  be  settled 
in  an  amicable  manner.  And,  that  he  may  be  under  no 
apprehensions,  we  do  now  assure  you,  that  if  we  do  not 
come  to  an  agreement,  he  will  be  permitted  safely  to  re- 
turn to  his  own  house. 

"  Brothers,  we  thank  you  that  you  have  concealed  no- 
thing from  us ;  and  we  assure  you  that  we  scorn  deceit  as 
much  as  you  do,  and,  therefore,  we  shall  now  speak  our 
minds  freely  on  what  you  have  said  respecting  the  conduct 
which  your  warriors  mean  to  hold.  We  have  no  objection, 
nay,  we  wish  that  you  and  they  should  be  present  to  hear 
what  we  shall  propose  to  Sir  John,  and  the  people  in  and 
about  Johnstown,  who  are  our  enemies.  But  we  beg  of 
you  to  tell  your  warriors,  that  although  we  have  no  quar- 
rel with  them,  yet,  if  we  should  be  under  the  disagreeable 
necessity  of  fighting  with  our  enemies,  and  your  warriors 
should  join  them  and  fight  against  us,  that  we  will  do  as  we 
did  at  St.  John's,  and  repel  force  by  force. 

"  Brothers,  you  have  asked  us  if  your  warriors  should  go, 
and  if  any  thing  evil  should  happen,  what  treatment  you 
may  expect  who  remain  at  home  in  peace. 


